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Foreword to Volume IV. 

The decision to publish a selection from the British Documents dealing with the 
origins of the War was taken by Mr. Eamsay MacDonald, Prime Minister and Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, in the summer of 1924. It was confirmed and announced 
by Mr. (now Sir) Austen Chamberlain in a letter of the 28th November, 1924 (published 
in “ The Times ” on the 3rd December), addressed to Dr. E. W. Seton-Watson. Some 
extracts from this letter were published by the Editors in the Foreword to Volume XI, 
and it need only be said here that the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs referred^ to 
“ impartiality and accuracy ” as being the necessary qualifications for any work which 
the Editors were to publish. 

Volume rv is concerned almost exclusively with the events leading up to the 
Anglo-Eussian Entente. The first chapter deals with the many delicate questions 
arising out of the Eusso-Japanese War. It includes an account of the critical situation 
created by the Baltic Fleet incident and the Straits question, and gives a full descrip- 
tion, from the British point of view, of President Eoosevelt’s mediation and of the 
Peace of Portsmouth. The next chapter gives the details of the renewal of the Anglo- 
Japanese Alliance, which took place immediately before the conclusion of peace with 
Eussia. The subject of the third chapter is a general study of Anglo-Eussian relations 
from the end of 1903 onwards till the signing of the Convention on August 31, 1907, 
while the next three chapters deal in more detail with the three separate subjects of 
Thibet, Persia, and Afghanistan. The volume ends with a chapter on the reception of 
the news of the Anglo-Eussian Convention in Persia and by the Great Powers. The 
period covered is, therefore, that during which the deep-seated enmity between Great 
Britain and Eussia was allayed, and succeeded by a friendly working arrangement. 
The study of this diplomatic revolution from the English side is thus, for the first time, 
rendered possible. 

One important feature in the volume is the indication of the attitude of King 
Edward towards tho Anglo-Eussian rapprochement in his interview with M. Isvolsk: 
during 1904 (pp. 188-.9). Another lies in the views expressed by the Emperoi 
Nicholas II on the Dogger Bank incident (pp. 25-8), and in the negotiations on the 
Straits question and the subsequent full discussion in Sir Charles Hardinge’t 
Memorandum of November 16, 1906 (pp. 58-60). This may profitably be comparer; 
with the negotiations of Sir Edward Grey with M. Tsvolski in 1908, to which referenct 
may be found in Volume V, pp. 429—456. M. (Count) Witte’s views both on the 
Eusso-Japanese War and on subsequent relations with Great Britain are also o; 
much interest (pp. 77-8, 92-4). 

The private correspondence of Sir Cecil Spring-Eice with Sir Edward Grey 
together with that of Sir Arthur Nicolson (Lord Carnock), gives the inner history o; 
the Anglo-Eussian negotiations, and special interest attaches to the latter’s genera' 
survey of Eussia in (he Annual Eeport of 1906 (pp. 265-65). One of the points O' 
real interest disclosed in it (p. 256) is that Great Britain was ignorant of the tenni 
of the Franco-Eussian Alliance at the beginning of 1907. 

Tho uegotiatiorrs relating to Thibet reveal little not already published, but then 
is a curious diplomatic incident relating to the proposed Mongolian frontier formuli 
which is now for the first time made public (pp. 284-6). 

The chapter on Persia contains two important papers, the “ Curzon despatch ’ 
from India of September 21, 1899, previously printed only in part, and of which th. 
most important passage is now given in full (pp. 356-68), and a despatch fron 
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Lord George Hamiltou of July 6, 1900, stating the policy of the Home Government 
pp. 363-5). There is also a valuable Foreign Office Memorandum on Persia ol 
October 31, 1905 (pp. 365-74). Another of October 14, 1903 (Chapter XXVIl, 
pp. 512-22) deals with Afghanistan. 

The whole diplomatic transactions are therefore related in considerable detail, and 
evidence is supplied from the British representatives at St. Petersburgh and Tehran, 
and in India, as well as from the Foreign Office direct. 

Probably the most important parts of the last chapter are the three letters in which 
His Majesty King Edward (pp. 595-6), Sir Edward Grey (pp. 616-7) and Sir 0. 
Hardinge (p. 580) state in their private correspondence their respective conceptions of 
the meaning and purpose of the agreement just after it was signed. There is also a 
valuable Foreign Office Memorandum on the same subject compiled at the beginning of 
the year 1908 (pp. 612-6). 

The Editors have made use of the Annual Eeports (which began in 1906), of 
various Foreign Office Memoranda, and also of the private correspondence both of 
Sir Edward (Lord) Grey and Sir Arthur Nicolson (Lord Carnock), The material is 
therefore more abundant than in the years between 1898 and 1904. Though slightly 
less between 1905 and 1907 than for the period from 1908 onwards it appears to bo 
quite adequate, and there do not seem to have been any conversations of importance 
with Kussian diplomats about which written evidence does not exist. 

In accordance with the practice of the Foreign Office already observed in the case 
of Volumes I, II, III, V and XI of the series, the documents in the present volume 
containing information supplied or opinions expressed by certain Foreign Governments 
have been communicated to them for their agreement. The response in this volume 
has been generally satisfactory. 

The Editors have inserted asterisks to indicate gaps or omissions in documents. 
As a rule these gaps are due to the unimportance of the matter omitted, in which case 
an indication of subject is usually given. In a number of instances they are due to a 
desire to consult the susceptibilities of the persons or the Governments concerned, and, 
in this volume, also to meet the views of two British Government departments. The 
Editors have, however, omitted nothing which they consider essential to the under- 
standing of the history of the period. They think it well here to state, as they did in 
the preface to Volume III, p. viii, that they would feel compelled to resign if any attempt 
were made to insist on the omission of any document which ie in their view vital or 
essential. In addition to despatches and telegrams, there are memoranda and minutes 
which are properly official documents. No objection has been raised by His Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the publication in this volume of any documents 
of the above kind, nor to the publication of certain similar papers or of private letters, 
which are not properly official documents, but which are preserved in the Foreign 
Office. 


The India Office and Government of India have given consent to the publication of 
certain parts of the Curzon despatch of September 21, 1899 (pp. 356-63) which the 
Editors considered vital to their purpose. 

His Majesty the King has graciously consented to the publication of Minutes and 
other papers by King Edward. The Editors have also to acknowledge assistance given 
to them in several ways by the late Lord Oarnock. Lord Newton, who is writing the 
biography of Lord Lansdowne, has kindly assisted the Editors in several ways, notably 
in supplying the text of some private letters which are alluded to on p. 172. His 



forthcoming work will contain a number of private letters dealing with the subjects 
mentioned in this volume. In conclusion, the Editors desire to acknowledge the 
friendlj^ assistance and advice of various officials at the Foreign Office, among whom 
they would like to mention the Librarian, Mr. Stephen Gaselee, 

Mr. J. W. Headlam-Morley, C.B.E., late Historical Adviser, and Mr. J. W. Field. 
They wish also to thank Sir Robert Holland and others at the India Office for their 
assistance, Major-General Charles at the War Office, the officials of the Record Office 
in London, Mr. Wright, who is in charge of the Diplomatic and Embassy Archives 
at Cambridge, and Miss Priscilla BoysSmith, B.A., who assisted in the preparation 
of the volume for press. 

G. P. GOOCH. 

HAROLD TEMPERLEY. 


N,B. — The Oriental names and words in this volume are frequently spelled in 
more than one way by different, or even by the same, writers. But in accordance 
with previous practice {v. Oooch d Tem^pGrley, Volume I, p. x) it has been thought 
better to leave the text unaltered. 



Note on the Arrangement of Documents, &c. 

The technical arrangement and details of this volume are very similar in 
principle to those of Volume III. The material deals inainly with one theme, the 
Anglo-Eussian rap'proz’hemeni. The amount of 'detail varies 
chapters, the selection being most rigid in those chapters for which considerable 
published material already exists in Parliamentary Papers, i.e., the first chapter o 
the volume and that relating to Thibet. 

Within the chapters and their sub-sections, the papers are placed in 
chronological order as in previous volumes ; and, as before, cnronological order 
means the date of despatch, whether to or from London, not the date of receipt. 
The latter is added wherever possible, and readers should be careful to note it. 

Most of the documents are taken from the official aeries of Foreign Office papers 
in the Public Eecord Office. The classification of these papers for the period 
1898-1905 was thus described in the note prefaced to Volumes I and II (p. ix) : 

“ They are classified mainly by country (F.O. France, etc.) and within 
countries by years. For each year the diplomatic documents are separated from 
the commercial and other classes. Within the diplomatic class there are 
volumes of outgoing and incoming despatches, outgoing and incoming 
telegrams, communications with the Foreign Ambassador (‘Domestic’) and 
with other Government Departments (‘ Various ’). Papers relating to certain 
subjects have been specially treated. Some have been placed together in a 
miscellaneous series (F.O. General), as in the case of the Hague Peace 
Conference. In other instances all papers relating to a certain geographical 
area have been placed together, as with African affairs (after 1899) and the 
affairs of Morocco. Correspondence with the British representative of Paris or 
elsewhere appears in these cases under F.O. Africa or F.O. Morocco. A third 
method was to separate the correspondence relating to a special aspect of 
affairs from the other papers of the country concerned, thus removing them 
from chronological sequence. This was the case with despatches on African 
affairs down to 1899, which appear in special series of F.O. France (Africa), 
F.O. Germany (Africa), etc.” 

The Note prefaced to Volume III (pp. ix-x) described further the arrangement 
inaugurated at the beginning of 1906 : — 

“ A new system was inaugurated at the beginning of the year 1906. From 
that date all papers, irrespective of country, are first divided into certain general 
categories, ‘ Political ’ (the former ‘ Diplomatic Commercial, Consular^ Treatj/, 
etc. The papers are, however, not removed from their original files, the 
contents of each file being treated as one document. The files of papers are 
classified within the general categories according to the country to which their 
subject most properly belongs. The volumes containing papers relating to any 
country are therefore in a sub-section of the main series, and these sub-sections 
are arranged in alphabetical order (b.^., Political, Abyssinia, etc.). Previously 
the correspondence with, say, the British Ambassador at Paris was kept distinct 
from the communications of the French Ambassador in London, the latter being 
termed ‘Domestic.' This distinction is now abolished, and all papers relating 
to a subject are placed together in one file or in a series of files. The historian 
finds many difficulties in this arrangement, as the files are not arranged in the 
volumes in chronological or alphabetical sequence. The Foreign Office 
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overcomes t^hese difficulties by compiling a manuscript register of the contents, 
but this method cannot be used so satisfactorily by the historian. It is to be 
feared that the new arrangement makes it more difficult for the historian to 
be sure he has found all the papers relating to a given incident.” 

The Editors are informed that the system or arrangement started in 1906 will 
be continued for the remainder of the period down to the outbreak of the War ; 
but at present this process of arrangement in bound volumes has only reached the 
yturr 1908. 

The use of the Embassy archives to supplement the documents found in the 
Foreign Office series is possible after 1905 only in the case of Japan (to 1910) and 
lluBsia, and some of tlie Archives of the Embassy at yt. Petersburgli were damaged 
or destroyed during the disturbances at the end of the War; the papers therefore 
reached l^higland in a defective State. They have nevertheless been found useful in 
supplying some points in connection with the Anglo -Japanese Alliance (pp. 173-9] 
and in verifying the text of other documents. The other Embassies and Legations, as 
recorded in the note prefaced to Volume III (p. x), have not yet sent their later 
papers to England. It is practically impossible to consult these in a dozen different 
places, and this fact is a serious handicap to Ihe Editors; they have often found 
valuable infoi-mation in the Embassy Archives whicli was not available elsewhere. 
It is notable, however, tluil there art' very few cases in this later period in which 
dotnuneuis appearing in the “Confidential Print” have proved unobtainable in the 
original. I^his fact seems to show that the records are more exact and complete 
after 1906. 

The private crdlections available at the Foreign Office become more complete from 
the beginning of the year lOOG, d^he private (K>rre&pondenee of Sir Edward (liord) 
Grey contains papers of the highest value, and that of Sir Arthur Nicolson 
(Lord Garnock) increases in importance with each year. 
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Plan of Volume IV. 

Chapter XXIll deals with the Eusso-Japanese War and the relations of the 
Powers during its course. The full story of the Dogger Bank incident is told from 
the British side (Section II)^ and light is thrown on the attempts of Eussia to send 
warships through the Dardanelles (Section III). This part of the chapter ends with 
a memorandum by Sir Charles Hardinge of November 16th, 1906, summarising the 
negotiations upon the question of the Straits, an important statement in view of 
the later negotiations by Sir Edward Grey in 1907 {infra, pp. 279-81, Noe. 257, 
258) and in 1908 fVolume V, pp. 429-456 passim, especially p. 441, No. 377b 
The chapter deals further with British claims arising from the War. It continues 
with a section upon the Peace Negotiations, which describes the view of the 
belligerents in regard to the settlement, and the British contribution to the 
mediation of President Eoosevelt ending in the Treaty of Portsmouth of August 29, 
1905. The last section describes briefly the negotiations of 1904-5 relating to 
Wei-hai-Wei and to Corea. 

The renewal of the Anglo-Japanese Agreement of 1902 is the subject of 
Chapter XXIV. The negotiations opened on March 24, 1905, with a conversation 
between Lord Lansdowne and Viscount Hayashi upon the question of renewing the 
agreement of 1902. By May 17, Lord Lansdowne had consulted the Cabinet and 
made the first suggestion to Viscount Hayashi for an “ amplification” of the scope 
of the Treaty. Series of drafts and counter-drafts were prepared by both parties 
between that time and the beginning of August, and finally the Treaty was signed 
on August 12. As heretofore, in similar cases, a good deal of trouble has been 
taken to show the different stages of the negotiations. The last thirteen pages of 
the chapter deal with the questions of publication and the communication of the 
Treaty by the signatories, particularly to Eussia and to France. The explanatory 
letter which was communicated to these Powers on September 8 and 9 was drawn 
up with the greatest care (pp. 173-5, No. 166, and notes). Private letters were 
sent to Sir Charles Hardinge and Count Benckendorff (r. p 172, No. 164, and note). 
The Editors are indebted to Lord Newton for information as to the contents of these 
private letters. No copies of them have been found in the Foreign Office Archives. 

Chapter XXV deals with the general course of Anglo-Eussian relations during 
the years 1903-7. The first section deals with the first steps towards a rapproche- 
ment in 1903. It opens with two important papers of November 1903. In a 
despatch to Mr. Spring-Eice of November 17, Lord Lansdowne describes a 
conversation with Count Benckendorff as to the main subjects which needed 
discussion. A long private letter to Mr. (Sir Charles) Hardinge of the 22nd deals 
with these points in greater detail. The next stage in the discussion is represented 
by King Edward’s important interview with M. Isvolski at Copenhagen, mentioned 
in a despatch from Sir Charles Hardinge of May 18, 1904. Further progress, 
despite this promising start, was interrupted by the War. It was not until May 
1905 that conversations were resumed, nor till after the Peace of Portsmouth that 
much progress was made. Their course in the following years is described in the 
remaining section of this, chapter, culminating in the signature of the Agreements 
of August 31, 1907. The rSles of Count Lamsdorff, Count Witte, and 
Lord Lansdowne in inaugurating the negotiations are indicated, as well as the gradual 
solution of the inter-related problems of Thibet, Persia and Afghanistan by 
M. Isvolski and by Sir Arthur Nicolson. Editorial Notes on pp. 284 and 285-6 
supplement the few documents printed on the proposed Mongolian frontier formula. 
This is a curious little incident, hitherto very obscure, owing to the fact that the 
formula was dropped out of the final agreements. An important series df documents 



rovealB tha willingness of Great Britain to consider revision of the Treaty stipulations 
concerning the Straits at a later period (pp. 279-84, 286-8, 290-6'). These should 
he compared with the later negotiations of 1908, v. Gooch d 7'emperley, Volume V, 
pp. 429— ir>f). The most important of these documents is that recording 
Sir hldward Grey’s conversation with Count Benekendorff on March 19, 1907 
fpp. 280-1, No. 258). An extract from the Annual Report upon Russia of 1906 
hy Sir Arthur Nicolson describes the foreign relations of the Empire and its political 
and financial condition. The official papers are supplemented by extracts from the 
private ('.ollcctions of Sir Bdward Grey and Sir Arthur Nicolson. 

Thibet is the subject of Chapter XXVI. The first section adds a few documents 
to the larg(' juinibor published ati the time on the British expedition to Lhassa in 
1908-4. The sec/ond includes the draft instructions f-o Sir Arthur Nicolson given 
him on his apiwintmont as Ambassador to St. Petersburgh in May 1906. The 
Bubsetptent negotiations are described in a series of documents of 1906-7 and in a 
Foreign Office, Summary of April 1907, to which the texts of the Notes and communi- 
cations between the two Governments have been annexed. A settlement of this part 
of the negotiations was reached in May 1907. 

('haptor XXVII i)resents l.he. long and frouble-some negotiations relating to the 
(leliinitutinn of sphoros of influence in Persia, which forined the core of the whole 
agreement. The chapter opcms with two documents of paramount interest, the 
very important “Ourzon despatch” dated September 21, 1899, upon Russian policy 
in the Middle blast, and Tjord George ITaniilton’s I'eply. Long extracts from the 
former were, published in a Parliamentary Paper in 1908, but the parts relating to 
Russian policy and to the interests of France, Germany and other Powers in the 
Persian Gulf are here printed in full for the first time. 'J’he second section contains 
a Foreign Office summary of October 31, 1905, with certain annexed documents, 
and a long letter from Sir A. Hardinge of December 23, 1905, describing the 
situation in Persia, based on the knowledge he had obtained as British Minister at 
Tehran, A nunilun' of despatches from Sir Coeil Spring-Rice depict the reform 
movement in Persia and the differing attitudes towards it adoi)ted by the British 
and Russian Governmonts. The rest of the chapter deals mainly with Anglo-Rnssian 
negotiations leading up to and following the presentation to Sir Arthur Nicolson 
by M. Isvolski of the first draft of the Persian Arrangement on February 20, li)07 
(pp. 431-3. No. 889). The reasons of M. Isvolski for declining to embody in the 
convention a recognition of the special interests of Great Britain in the Persian 
Gulf are explained in a number of documents. This and other difficulties delayed 
the settlement of the terms until August 1907. 

The negotiations relating to Afghanistan are given in Chapter XXVIII, and they 
complete the story of the making of the Treaty. The chapter opens with the 
Foreign Office memoranda summarising the discussions between London _ and 
St. Petersburgh from 1900-1905. The formal negotiations relating to Afghanistan 
did not start until February 1907, as Sir Edward Grey wished them to he delayed 
‘‘until we know more of Russian views on our proposals relating to Persia” 
(p, 6^8, No. 468). On February 23, Sir A. Nicolson gave M. Isvolski a paper 
expressing the British views as to Afghanistan (p. 526. No. 472, end.), the main 
point of which was that Russia should acknowledge that Afghanistan was “outside 
the Russian sphere of influence.” The first Russian draft of the Convention was 
handed to Sir A, Nicolson on May 15, and the subsequent negotiations continued 
until August. 

A table showing the evolution of the final text of the Convention is printed on 
pp. 541-4. 
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Cha'ptBT XXIX illustrates the reception of the Anglo-EuBsian Treaty in Europe 
and the Far East. A private letter from Sir C. Hardinge to Sir A. Nicolson shows 
the importance which they both attached to this “ most important and far-reaching 
buBinesB,” and includes an extract from a letter by King Edward which expresses 
his warm approbation of the negotiations. A later letter from King Edward to 
Sir A. Nicolson of September 17 is printed in full (pp. 595-6, No. 535). The 
grave apprehensions aroused in nationalist circles in Persia by the belief that 
Great Britain had made an Entente with Eussia are vividly portrayed in the reports 
of Sir Cecil Spring-Rice from Tehran. Eeference is made on p. 590 to the 
interesting circumstances connected with the communication of the Agreements to 
the Persian Government by Sir Cecil Spring-Eice. The chapter concludes with an 
extract from Sir Arthur Nicolaon’s Annual Report on Eussia for the year 1907 
describing Russian relations with Germany and Austria-Hungary, and a Foreign 
Office Memorandum of January 1908 explaining and justifying the Treaty in view 
of the approaching debates in Parliament. The last document is a private letter 
from Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson discussing the effects of the Anglo-Eussian 
Convention in Great Britain. 

The Appendices contain a reprint of the full text of the Convention. There is 
next a despatch from Mr. Spring-Eice of October 6, 1903, relating to Afghanistan, 
enclosing the text of a Russian communication of October 5, later described by 
Lord Lansdowne as ‘'almost peremptory” in its terms. This document shows 
that a serious crisis had been reached, and that the problem of a rafprochement 
was in no sense easy to solve. It is interesting to turn back to the beginning of 
Chapter XXV, p. 188, and to note that the first attempt to solve the problem began 
about one month after the receipt of the Russian communication. Finally, a long 
despatch from Sir C. Hardinge of January 6, 1906., describes Anglo-Eussian relations 
at that time, and the last Appendix contains an alternative version of the revised 
draft of the arrangement concerning Persia sent to Sir A. Nicolson on 
June 6, 1907. The Map of Persia, placed at the end of the first Appendix, has been 
specially drawn to include the names mentioned in this volume and to illustrate 
the terms of the Anglo-Eussian Convention. 


Errata for Volume III. 

Page 50, No. 59, end of Article II .. For sons le No. 1(9” read “ sous le No. 1(V’ 

Page 292, No. 336, Lines 2-3 For No. 4 of 9th of Sir A. Nicolson’s tel[egram]{9 

No. 91” read “No. 4 of 9th(9 of Sir A. Nicolson’s 
telegram No. 91.” 
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Japanest‘ Agreement 

79 

73 

Front Sir jM. Durand 

(Tol.) 

5 duin* 

Conversation between President 

Hoosev<dt and Mr. O’Beinx': atti- 
tude of Japan and United States 
to opening of peace negotiations. 
(Minutes by Kiny Edward) 

79 

74 

» It 

Fd. Note.—- 
Memorandum 

{Tel) 

5 dune 
{Rrod. (> J inic) 

5 Junt^ 

Conversafion b(‘tw<^en Prt'sidtnit 

Boosev(dt and Mr. O’Beinie: Kt^pre- 
tations of Germany, Franco and 
United States at St. i^‘terHburgh in 
favour of peace 

Heproaontations of United States to 
Emperor Nicholas II for the opening 
of peace negotiations 

80 

81 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. 

75 

To Sir M. Durand . 


1905. 

5 June 

Conver.'iutwn with Mr. Whitelaw Boid . 
same subject. (Minute hy Kwg 
Edward) .. 

76 

Fro?n Sir C. Hardinge 


5 June 

(Heed. 10 June) 

Effect in Russia of defeat at Tsushima 

77 

To Sir C. MacDonald 

(Tcl.) 

6 June 

Repi esentations of United States and 
of Germany to Emperor Nicholas 1 1 
for peace negotiations. United 
States’ proposed representations to 
Japan . 

78 

J'Vom Sir M, Durand 

(Tel.) 

8 June 

(Heed. 0 June) 

Comet sation with Prcsideiit Roose- 
velt- consent of Emperor Nicholas II 
to negotiations for peace 

79 

J) 35 

(Tol.) 

8 June 

(Heed. 0 June) 

Convej'mtion with M Takahini: Ja- 
panese attitude to peace negotia- 
tions 

80 

3 5 3 * 

(Tcl.) 

13 June 

CoTii;m'atio'ii between President Roose- 
velt and the Russian Ambassador: 
the latter’s willingness to open peace 
negotiations 

SI 

3) 35 

(Tel.) 

13 June 

Inquires whether Grcnit Britain will 
urge moderation on Japan 

82 

To Sir M. Durand . . 

(Tel.) 

13 June 

British reply on same subject 

83 

F‘foni Sir C. MacDonald 

14 June 
(Hecd.Jl July) 

Con'i;cr.s“ctti07U_ with Baron Komuru : 
Japanese attitude to President Roose- 
velt’s appeal for peace negotiations 

84 

From Sir M Durand 

(Tel.) 

16 June 
(Becd.l7 Ju7ie) 

(^oi\ve7'satio}[ with President Roose- 
velt: Russian and Japanese peace 
negotiations. (Mhutfe hy King 

Edward) '... 

85 

To Sir M. Durand ... 


16 June 

Convermtion with Mr. Whitelaw Reid : 
British attitude to possible Japanese 
peace proposals. (Miimte hy King 
Edward) ' 

86 

From Sir C Hardingc' 


20 June 
(Hecd.i 24 J']ine) 

Russian attitude to opening of peace 
negotiations 

87 

To Sir M. Durand . . 


12 July 

j I ion ojer^af ion. with Mr. Whitelaw Reid ; 

1 British desire for progress of piuice 
; negotiations 

88 

From Sir C. Hardin gc' 


15 July 
(Heed. 22 July) 

i 

! Ajip ointment of Russian Plenipotiui- 
> tiaries for negotiating pt^uce. M. 

, Witte’s views on peace terms 

89 

3) 33 


25 July M. Witte’B views on peace terms; false 

(Hecd.Jl July) repoi’ts of Bussian military strength 

1 in Manchuria 

90 

From Mr. Jolmatouc... 

(Tel.) 

31 July 
(Heed. 1 Aug) 

' Meeting of Emperor Nicholas 11 with 
Emperor William U at Bjorko 

91 

Fro/ji Sir C, Hardinge 

Note,-- 

Treaty of Bjorko 


1 Aug. 

(Heed. 5 Aug.] 

24 July 

Meeting of the Emperors: attitude of 
Emperor Nicholas to peace negotia- 
tions 

Text of Treaty of B:iOTko, signed July24,, 
1905... 


Pagr 


82 

82 


a5 


85 


85 


86 


85 

86 

86 


88 


89 

85) 


91 


91 


93 

94 

95 
95 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

1 

Main Subject. 

Page 

92 

F ro in Hit C. Hdvdingi' 

1905. 

Ir5 Aug. 
[Feed. 19 Aug.) 

Peace negotiations at Portsmouth ■ 
Russian attitude to Japanese terms 

96^ 

93 

From Sir C. IMacDonald 

(Tel.) 

18 Aug. 

Can.ve'tsation with Count Katsura- 
present result of peace negotiations. 
(Mvnute by King Edward) 

97 

94 

') 3' 

18 Aug. 
[lUivd.lS Sepi) 

CVnii;er.s‘(tfuni v ith Count Kat.siira: 
Japanese position as to peace terms. 
Enclosing Japanese peace terms and 
Russian reply 

98 

95 

i 

(Tol.) 

20 Aug. 

Corversafion with Count Katsura: 
Japanese attitude to payment of 
war indemnity and cession of 
Sakhalin .. . . 

102 

m 

„ » (Tol) 

24 Aug. 
[Reed, An.(j) 

Conver.'iation with Count Katsura: 
same subjects 

103 

97 

From Sir M. Durand (T(d.) 

Nofr.-- 

President Roosevelt to 
Sir M. Durand 

24 Aug. 

23 Aug. 

Attitude of President Roos(welt to 
Japanese peace terms. {Min) ... 

Same subject 

104 

104 


Fi'om Sir M. Durand (T(d ) 

24 Aug. 

Russian attitude to payment of war ' 
indemnity 

105 

m 

President Roosevelt to Km- 
p(‘ror Nicholas II ... (Tel.) 

2r5 Aug. 

Appeal to Emperor Nicholas 11 to 

1 accept p(‘ace terms 

105 

IIH) 

From Sir M. Durand (Tel.) 

1 Sept. 

1 Same subject 

106 

m 

Trt‘aty of Portsmouth 

J Oct. 

1 Text of Ratification of the. Treaty of 
Forts mouth of August 23, 1905 

107 

1 

IV. 

.^-NKGOTlATIONvS RELATING TO WKI-HAI-WKl AND TO COREA, 1904-5. 

J()2 

F'rom, Mr, Jordan ... (Ttd.) 

1904. 

19 May 

1 

(Jancellation of all treaties between 

1 Russia and Corea ... 

112 

KKJ 

To Sir C. MacDonald 

1 

26 St‘pt. 
pievdAJt. jVfn?.) 

1 Conversation with Viscount Hayashi. 

1 Japan(\se intention of controlling 

1 external relations of Corea, Commu- 
; nication of Japanese-Oor<^an Agrce- 
i ment with Verbal Explanation 

112 




1 

22 Aug. 

Text of Japunese^-Corean Agreement, 
signed A ngust 22, 1904 

113 

H)l 

To Sir C. MacDonald (Ttd.) 

1 13 Oct. 

Enquiry as to Japanese attitude to 
British retention of W(3i-hai-Wei ... 

114 

105 

From Sir C. MacDonald 

(Tel.) 

16 Oct, 

Conversations with Count Katsura and 
Baron Yamamoto : Japanese attitude 
to British retention of Wei-hai-Wei. 
(ilfin.) 

114 

106 

From Sir K. Satow ... (ToL) 

18 Oct. 

British withdrawal from Wei-hai-Wei. 
(Mins) 

114 

107 

From Sir C. AlacDonald ... 

6 Nov. 

(Reed, m Dec.) 

Conversation with Baron Komura: 
negotiations with Chinese Govern- 
ment as to Treaty Forts in Man- 
churia ; British retention of Wei-hai- 
Wei. (Minf) 

116 



XXVI 


No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. 

Page 

108 

From Sir E. Satow . . (Tel.) 

1904. 

21 Nov. 

1 

Establishment of Japanese prot(‘c- 
torate in Corea 

I 

118 

109 

Agreement between Japan 
and Corea 

17 Nov. 
(Becd. 22 Nov ) 

Text of Japa'}i>ese-Corean Agreement^ 
signed Nov eiuher 17, ld05 . . 

1 118 


Chapter XXIV. 

The Anglo -Japanese Agreement of 1905. 


no From Sir C. MacDuuald 13 Feb. 

(Tel.) 

111 Tv Sir C. MauDonald . 24 Mar. 

112 „ „ . 19 Apr. 

113 „ „ . . 3 May 

114 „ „ ... 10 May 

115 „ „ ... 17 May 

116 From Sir 0. MacDonald 36 May 

(Tel.'l 

117 „ „ ..36 May 

{Becd, 3 July) 

US Japanese draft Agreement 26 May 

Note . — Draft proposals by 26 May 
Viscount Hayashi 

119 To Sir C. MacDonald (Tel.) 27 May 

120 From Sir 0. MacDonald 29 May 

(Tel.) 

121 Minute by the Marquess of 31 May 

Lansdowne 

122 Fro»?v Sir C. MacDonald 1 June 

(Tel.) 


Co'ihversaiion with Count Katsura: 
Japanese denial of rumoured allianct' 
with Russia to exclude Great Britain. 
(Mins.) . . 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi: 
renewal and possible extension of 
Anglo- Japanese Agreement 120 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi: 
renewal of the Anglo- Japanese Agree- 
ment. (Minute hy King Edward) 122 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi : 
same subject 122 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi : 
same subject. Enclosing Text of 
Ja:panese draft of the Agreemerit. 
(Mtnute hy King Edward) 123 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi : 
renewal of Anglo-Japanese Agree- 
ment and British suggestions for 
its extension. (Minute hy King 
Edward) 124 

Japanese acceptance in princuplo of 
extended scope of Anglo- Japanese 
Agreement ... 125 

Conversations with Count Katsura and 
Baron Komura: Japanese acceptance 
of extended scope of Agreement ; 
proposed terms of extension ... ... 126 

Texts of Viscount Kayaski^s draft, 
and of Anglo-J apanese Treaty ^ signed 
J anuary dO, 1902 ... 128 

Extension of Anglo- Japanese Agree- 
ment ... ... 12B 

British acknowledgment of draft 

proposals of Viscount Hayashi ... XB2 

Conversation with JBaron Komura: . , 
Viscount Hayashi’ S draft prepd^fe 1® 

Anglo- J apanese Agreement . , . , - . 132 


British battleships in Far Baatfei 
waters. (Mm^) -1# 
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No. 

Name. 

Date 

Mam Subject. 

1 

Page 

123 

From Sir C. MacDonald 

(Tel.) 

1905. 

2 Juno 

Japanese attitude to British naval 
force in Far Eastern waters 

133 

124 

Tu Sir 0. MacDonald (Tel.) 

3 June 

Same subject . 

133 

125 

Minute by the Marquess of 
Lansdowne 

5 June 

Covering note to Text of revi.'iad' draft 
agreement of J \ine 5, 1905 

134 


Ed. Note.— 

Revised British draft 
Agreement 

6 June 

Text of revised draft agreement of 
June 6j 1905 .. 

136 

12(3 

To Sir C MacDonald 

10 June 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi: 
British draft of June 10 

137 

127 

Brigadier-General J, M. 
Grierson to Sir Thomas 
Sanderson 

16 June 

Enclosing Text of Ohservahoris by the 
British (J&neral Staff on the proposed 
Anglo- Japanese Agreement. (Min.) 

137 

128 

To Sir a MacDonald 

23 June 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi: 
Japanese draft of June 23 (jylinute 
by King Edward) 

140 

129 

Ewit\ Sir C. MacDonald 

2f) June 
(Krcd.Jl July) 

Conversation with Baron Komura: 
British and Japanese drafts of 
June 10 and Juno 23 

141 

m) 

To Sir C. MacDonald 

1 July 

Coriyensatioji with Viscount Hayashi: 
British and Japanese drafts of July 1 
and June 23. (31 mute by King 

Edward) 

143 

131 

Eroin Sir 0. MacDonald 

(Tel.) 

8 J uly 

with Baron Komura 
and Count Katsura : Japanese atti- 
tude to British draft of July 1 

144 

132 

>9 99 

(Tel.) 

a July 

Conversation with Baron Komura: 
Japanese protectorate of Corea and 
Japanese assistance in defence of 
India 

J 146 

m 

(Tel Rrivato) 

12 July 

Extract from letter of Sir John 
Jordan: Japanese protectorate of 
Corea 

146 

VM 

To Sir 0. MacDonald 

14 July 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi: 
Japanese criticisms of British draft 
of July 1. (Minute hy King Edward) 

146 

im 

Efotn Sir Cl MacDonald ... 

15 July 
(lived. IJf A%g.) 

Japanese protectorate over Corea and 
her assistance in defence of India ... 

147 

136 

To Sir C. MacDonald 

18 July 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi: 
Articles 111 and IV of British draft 
of July 1. (Minute hy Kmg Edward) 

149 

137 

» 99 

19 July 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi: 
the British draft of July 19. En- 
closing Text *of draft note on 
Article 111. (Minute hy King Edward) 

160 

138 

NoU by Mr. Balfour 

19 July 

Same subject 

151 

139 

From Sir C. MacDonald 

(Tel.) 

20 July 

Oonversatwh with Baron Komura ; 
enquiry as to British attitude to 
Japanese proposals of July 6 

152 

140 

»J M •»* 

20 July 
(Becd.lS^S^pt.) 

Conversation with Count Katsura: 
same subject 

152 

141 

To Sir C. MacDonald (Tel) 

21 July 

British draft of July 19 

163 



xxvm 


1 

No. I 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. j 

Pagi' 

142 

From Sir C. MacDonald 

(Tel.) 

1905. 

25 July 
(Meed. 26 J uly) 

1 

Coiwersatiou with Count Katsura: ^ 
Japanese attitude to British draft 
of July 19 .. . . 

]53 

143 

To Sir C. MacDonald (Tel.) 

26 J uly 

British reply on same subject 

m 

144 

From Sir C. MacDonald 

(Tel.) 

28 July 
(Meed. 29 July) 

Converhation with Count Katsura: 
same subject . 

155 

145 

To Sir M. Durand . (Tel.) 

29 July 

The objects of the two Powers in 
negotiating the Anglo- Japan('se 

Agreement: the Corean article . . 

155 

146 

From Sir C. MacDonald 

(Tel.) 

30 July 
(Heed. SI July) 

Fonuersaiior with Count Katsura: 
British draft of July 19. (H/i/i.) 

156 

147 

33 )1 

31 July 
(Becd.lSSept.) 

Converbatwr with Count Katsura : 
Japanese attitude to British draft 
of July 19 . . . 

157 

148 

33 53 

(Tel) 

3 Aug. 

Conversation with Count Katsura: 
same subject; Articles ill and IV . 

159 

149 

Froi/i Viscount Hayashi ... 

3 Aug. 

Japanese alteration in British draft 
of July 19 

161) 

150 

To Sir C. MacDonald 

3 Aug. 

Coriversatior with Viscount Hayashi; 
British revisions of draft of July 19 

160 

151 

>) 13 

8 Aug 

Conversaiio7i with Viscount Hayashi: 
Japanese statement on British draft 
of August 8. Enclosing letter to 
Viscount Hayashi on same subject, 
(Minute by King Ed>ward.) (Min.) ... 

161 

152 

3, ,3 (Tel.) 

9 Aug. 

Proposed signature of the Anglo- 
Japanese Agreement. Treaty rights 
in Corea 

163 

153 

From Sir C. MacDonald 

(Tel.) 

11 Aug 

Conversation with Mr. Chinda: 
Japanese attitude to signature of 
Agreement 

[ 164 

154 

To Sir C. MacDonald (Tel.) 

12 Aug. 

Signature of Anglo- Japanese Agree- 
ment 

164 

155 

Anglo- Japanese Agreement 

12 Aug. 

Texts of drafts of June 10 and June 23, 
and of final text of Anglo-Japanese 
Treaty signed August 1^,1907 

164 

156 

To Sir C. MacDonald (Tcl.) 

12 Aug. 

Statement as to Treaty rights in 
Corea 

170 

157 

From Sir M. Durand (Tel.) 

12 Aug. 

Enquiry as to date for informing 
President Poosevelt of the signature 
of the Anglo-Ja^nese Agreement. 
(Minute by Kwg Edward) 

170 

158 

To Sir M. Durand . . (Tel.) 

16 Aug. 

Reply on same subject 

170 

159 

Frofn Sir C. Hardingt' (Tel.) 

2 Sept. 

Enquiry as to advance communica- 
tion of Anglo- Japanese Agreement 
to Russian Government: the re- 
sumption of Anglo-Russian negotia- 
tions. (Mm.) ... 

170 

160 

To Sir E. Barrington 

2 Sept. 

Forwarding draft of covering despatch 
to be sent with advance communica- 
tion of Agreement to Paris and 
St. Petersburgh 

171 



XX]X 


No. 

Name. 

Date. 1 

Main Subject. j 

Page 



1905. 

1 


161 

Sir E. Barrington to Vis- 
count Hay ash 1 

2 Srpt. 

Publication of Anglo- Japanese Agree- ' 
ment to await signature of Treaty 
of Portsmouth .. . 

171 

162 

To Mv, Campbell , 

1 

3 vSopt, 

Proposed advance communication of 
Anglo- Japanese Agreement to 

Russia, France and United States.. 

172 

168 

. . (T<'1 ) 

4 Sept. 

Proposed intimation that there are 
no secret articles in Anglo- Japanese 
Agreement ... 

172 

161 

To Sir Cl Harding(‘ . (Teh) 

4 Sept. 

Proposed advance communication of 
Anglo- Japanese Agreement 

172 

165 

From Mr. Campbell... (Tel.) 

Note . — 

5 Sept. 

Amendments to covering despatch 
accompanying advance communica- 
tions 

17B 


Mr. Campbell to Sir C. 
Hardingi^ 

7 Sept. 

Same subject .. 

173 

166 

To Sir F. Bertii^ 

6 Sept. 

Covering despatch accompanying ad- 
vance communication of Anglo- 
Japanese Agreement 

174 

167 

Sir E. Barrington to Vis- 
count Hayashi 

7 Sept. 

Advance communications of Anglo- 
Japaucse Agreement .. 

175 

108 

Mr. Campbell to Sir F. 
Bertie and Sir 0. Harding(* 
(Tel.) 

8 Sept. 

Amendments to covering despatch to 
accompany advance communications 
of Agreement 

175 

J61) 

Til Sir V. Bortic ... (T<»1.) 

H Sept. 

To state that there are no secret 
Articles in Anglo-Japaiu'se Agree- 
ment 

175 

17t) 

/'Vow Sir ('. Hurd ingi- (Tol.) 

8 Sept. 

Advance communication of Auglo- 
Japanese Agreement and (‘overing 
di'spatch to Count Lamsdorff 

1 176 

171 

from Sir K. Bcrti<' ... (Tel.) 

8 Sept. 

Similar communication to M. Rouvier 

176 

172(tt) 

,, ,, 

9 Sept. 

(Reed. 12Fvpt) 

(Jonvarnation with M. Rouvier: same 
subject 

177 

172(5) 

From Sir C. Hardiuge 

9 Sept. 

(JonvB'mition with Count Lamsdorff: 
communication of Anglo- Japanese 
Agreement and renewal of Anglo- 
Russian negotiations 

17B 

173 

To Sir M. Durand ... (T(d.) 

10 Sept. 

Explanation to President Roosevelt 
on the secrecy of signature of Anglo- 
Japanese Agreement 

179 

174 

Viscount Hayashi to Sir E. 
Barrington 

10 vSept. 

Postponement of publication of Anglo- 
Japancse Agreement until ratifica- 
tion of Treaty of Portsmouth 

im 

175 

From Mr. Campbell 

10 Sept. 

Attitude of King Edward 

180 

176 

From Sir M. Durand (TeL) 

11 Sept, 
(Becd. 

Attitude of President Roosevelt to 
) secrecy of signature of Anglo- 
Japanese Agreement ... 

181 

177 

e by Mr. Campbell 

18 Sept. 

Communication from Count Bernstorff 
of thanks of German Government for 
confidential communication of Agree- 
ment 

181 
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No. * 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. 

Page 

178 

Viscount Hayashi to Mr. 
Campbell 

1905. 

18 Sept. 

Japanese communication of text of 
Agreement to Prince Bulow 

181 

179 

From Sir C. MacDonald ... 

21 Sept. 

OonvcTsation with Count Katsura; 
date of publication of Anglo- 
Japanese Agreement . . 

182 

180 

Viscount Hayashi to Mr. 
Campbell 

24 Sept. 

Same subject . 

182 


Note . 


Note 07 ] date of puhlicaUof] of Anglo- 
Japanese Agree7nent .. 

182 


Chapter XXV. 

General Anglo-Russian Relations, 1903-7. 


I.— THE FIRST STAGE OP THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN RAPPROCHEMENT, 1903-4. 


181(a) 

1 

To Mr. Spring-Bice 

1903. 

17 Nov. 

Go'mersation with Count Bencken- 



dorff: Anglo-Bussian relations as 
regards China, India and Persia ... 

183 



181(b) 

From Mr. Hardinge 

22 Nov. 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 



dorff: Anglo-Bussian relations 

184 

182 

To Mr. Spring-Bice .. 

25 Nov. 

Gonversatio7h with Count Bencken- 




dorff: British views as to Anglo- 
Bussian understanding concerning 
Afghanistan, Thibet, Manchuria, and 
Persia 

186 





1904. 



183 


22 Apr. 

Conversatioii with Count Bencken- 




dorff : King Edward’s desire for good 
Anglo-Bussian relations; postpone- 






ment of negotiations . 

188 

184 


4 May 

Conversatio7v with Count Bencken- 




dorff. same subject; Thibet and 
Khedivial Decree 

189 


185 

From Sir C. Hardinge 

18 May 

Conversation with Count Lamsdorff: 



{Feed. 28 May) 

Anglo-Bussian relations: Khedivial 
decree, Thibet, Macedonia 

190 


186 

From Sir E. Monson 

27 May 

Conversatioih with M. Delcass6: Anglo- 




\(JRecd. ^8 May) 

Bussian relations 

193 

187 

From Sir C. Hardinge 

27 May 

Audience with Emperor Nicholas II 



(Reed. 1 June) 

and the Empress : same subject 

193 

188 


8 June 

Conversation with Count Lamsdorff: 



(Reed. IS June) 

same subject 

194 


II.— THE SITUATION ARISING FROM THE PEACE OF PORTSMOUTH AND 
PROM THE RENEWAL OF THE AN6L0-JAPANESE ALLIANCE. 




1905. 



189 

From Sir 0. Harding© 

30 May 

Conversation with Count Lamsdorff: 



(Reed, 5 June) 

Anglo-Bussianrelations and proposed 
negotiations ; the effect of the Busso- 
Japanese war. {Minute by King 
Edward) 

195 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. 

Page 

190 

From Su' C. Hardinge 

1905. 

13 June 
{Becd,19June) 

Russo-German relations. (Mmute by 
King Edward) 

196 

191 


6 Sept. 

(BeccllGSept) 

Reception in Russia o£ Treaty of Ports- 
mouth. Effect of Russo- J apanese war 
on Anglo-Russian x'elations 

198 

192 

») n 

26 Sept. 
(Becd.dOSept,) 

Conversation with M. Hartwig. 
Anglo-Russian relations in Crete 
and Macedonia; attitude of Ger- 
many j friction in Persia 

199 

193 

3) 3) 

1 Oct. 

(Becd, 9 Oct.) 

1 

Count Witte’s audience with Emperor 
William II; Russian reception of 
Anglo - Japanese Agreement. En- 
closing Press comments on Agree- 
ment 

202 

194 

To Sir C. Har dingo 

3 Oct. 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 
dorff: resumption of Anglo-Russian 
negotiations .. 

204 

196 

From. Sir C. Harding^' 

4 Oct. 

(Becd. 9 Oct.) 

Conversations with M. Bompard and 
with Count' Lamsdorff: Count 
Witte’s German sympathies and the 
p^roposed coalition against Great 
Britain ; Russian attitude to Anglo- 
J apanese Agreement {Minute by 
King Edward) 

206 

196 

To Sir C. Hardingo 

rj Oct. 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 
dorff: resumption of Anglo-Russian 
negotiations; the Persian question; 
attitude of Germany 

207 

J97 

Fro m Sir 0 . H ar d i ng<' 

8 Oct. 

(Becd. U Oct.) 

French attitude to Anglo-Russian 
relations on conclusion of Anglo- 
Japanese Agreement. (BUns.) 

208 

198 

t) }} 

14 Oct. 
(Becd. 18 Oct) 

Conversation with M. Bompard: 
Count Lamsdorff’s view of the 
Anglo- Japanese Agreement and the 
suggested counter-coalition. (Min.) 

211 

199 

To Sir F. Bertie 

17 Oct. 

Conversatio7i with M. Paul Gambon: 
resumption of Anglo-Russian nego- 
tiations; the effect of the An^o- 
Japanese Agreement and the pro- 
posed counter-coalition 

212 

200 

To Sir 0, Hardingo 

20 Oct. 

Conversation^ with Count Bencken- 
dorff; rumoured proposed extension 
of Anglo- Japan esc Agreement to 
Near East 

213 

201 

From Sir 0. Hardinge 

21 Oct. 

Oct.) 

Count Bamsdorff’s attitude to 
rumoured coalition against Great 
Britain and J apan 

214 

202 

tf n 

24 Oct. 
(Becd. SI Oct) 

Audience with Emperor Nicholas II: 
Anglo-Russian relations; the effect 
of the Anglo- Japanese Agreement; 
the foreign policy of the Emperor ... 

215 

208 

To Sir F. Bertie 

25 Oot. 

Conversation with M- Paul Gambon: 
French advocacy of an Anglo-Russian 
understanding : Russian attitude to 
Anglo-Japanese Agreement ... 

217 
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III.— THE RAFFBOCHEMENT UNDEE THE NEW BRITISH ADMINISTRATION. 

DECEMBER 1905-MAY 1906. 


No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. |Pag<‘ 

1 

204 

205 

To Mr. Spring-Rice 

From Mr. Spring-Rice 

(Private) 

1905. 

13 Dec. 

1906. 

1 3 Jan. 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 
dorff: resumption of Anglo-Russian 
negotiations; attitude of the two 
Governments 

Oonversatiojv with Dr. E. J. Dillon: 
Count Witte’s advances for friend- i 
ship with Great Britain 

218 

219 

206 

From Sir C Hardinge , . 

10 Jan. 

{B ecd. 20 J an.) 

j 

Audience with Emperor Nicholas 11: 

' British, French and Russian joint 
action at the Morocco Conference; j 
Anglo-Russian relations 

220 

207 

From Mr. Spring-Rice 

(Private) 

16 Jan. 

Conversation with Dr. E. «T. Dillon: 
Count Witte’s attempt to secure 
British friendship 

221 

208 

3J 35 

(Private) 

26 Jan. 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 
dorff : the opening of Anglo-Russian 
negotiations 

222 

209 

35 33 

12 Feh. 
(Becd, 19 Feh.) 

Press attacks on Count Lamsdorff and 
his attitude to the Austro-3Russian 
Agreement and the Anglo-French 
entente. (Mins.) 

224 

210 

53 33 

(Private) 

1 Mar. 

Prospects of the Anglo-Russian nego- 
tiations 

226 

211 

33 33 

(Private) 

15 Mar. 

Suggested visit of King Edward to 
Emperor Nicholas 11 

227 

212 

To Mr. Spring-Rice 

19 Mar. 

Conversatio7\ with Count Boncken- 
dorff- Count Lamsdorff’s message on 
Anglo - Russian co - operation ; the 
subjects for arrangement 

227 

213 

„ „ (Private) 

26 Mar. 

Allegations of a secret Anglo- Japanese 
agreement regarding Ottoman Em- 
pire. Enclosing spurious telegram 
from Musurus Pasha to Tahsin 
Pasha. {Mins.) .. 

228 

214 

Fto7ii Mr. Spring-Rice 

(Private) 

3 Apr. 

Conversatioth with Count Witte: atti- 
tude of Emperor Nicholas II to the 
Anglo-Russian negotiations 

230 

215 

33 33 

(Private) 

10 Apr. 

Conversation with Count Lamsdorff: 
Sir Edward Grey’s letter about the 
spurious documents on the Anglo- 
Japanese secret agreement 

230 

216 

To Sir A. Nicolson 

23 May 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 
dorff; German attitude to Anglo- 
Russian negotiations; the Bagdad 
Railway 

231 

217 

Question in the House of 
Commons 

24 May 

1 

1 

Alleged agreement between Great 
Britain and Russia and Sir Edward 
Grey’s reply 

i 

232 
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IV.— THE PERIOD OF THE MAKING OF THE CONVENTION, 1906-7. 


No. 

Name. | 

Date. 

Main Subject. | 

Page 

218 

From Mr. Spring-Rice . . 

1906. 

24 May 
(2?c'cJ. May) 

Ooavensaiio/iA'Xwith M. Isvolski and 
M. Bompard: the Persian succession 
and the German attitude to the 
Anglo-Russian nipprovhemeiit and 
the Bagdad Railway. (Min.) 

232 

219 

From Sir A. Johnstone 

27 May 
(l^ecd.f) J inic) 

Conversation' with M. Crozier; ap- 
pointment of M. Isvolski 

235 

220 

To Sir C. MacDonald 

28 May 

Oonversatio)] with Count Mutsu : scope 
of the negotiations between Great 
Britain and Russia 

236 

221 

Froin Sir A. Nicolson 

29 May 
(lievd.lld ff/ic) 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: pro- 
posed Anglo-Russian conversations... 

237 

222 

3) )J 

5 June 

(7i*ccd. llJ'une) 

Audience with Emperor Nicholas 11 : 
Emporor’s attitude to forthcoming 
Anglo-Russian conversations.. 

238 

223 

„ „ (Privat(0 

(5 Juiu' 

Impressions of the intervitnvs with 
Emptwor Nicholas 11 and M. Isvolski 
on opening ot Anglo-Russian (‘on- 
versations 

239 

224 

, „ (Ti‘l.) 

7 Jiiru' 

ioii.s with M. Isvolski : initia- 
tion of Anglo-Russian conversations ; 
Thibet, (mms.) 

1 239 

225 

To Sir C. MacDonald 

15 Juno 

Conversation with Count Mutsu: 
Anglo-Russian conversations 

1 240 

226 

Sir C. Hardingc to Sir A. 
Nicolson (Private) 

7 Aug. 

Sequence of subjects for Anglo-Russian 
conversations 

1 

241 

227 

To Sir A. Nicolson (Private) 

JO Aug. 

Progress as to opening of Anglo-Rus- 
sian conversations on Afghanistan 
and Persia 

241 

228 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

(Private) 

12 Sept. 

Russian advance of money to Persia; 
M. Isvolski^s attitude to progress of 
Anglo-Russian negotiations ... 

242 

229 

„ „ (Private) 

26 Sept. 

M. Isvolski’s attitude to progress of 
Anglo-Russian negotiations 

1 

242 

230 

From Sir P. Bertie (Private) 

22 Oet. 

Conversation' with M. Isvolski: his 
reasons for not visiting King Edward. 
{Minute hy King Edward) 

243 

231 

„ „ (Private) 

22 Oct. 

Conversations with M. Isvolski and 
and Count Benckendorif : Russo-Ger- 
man relations and German interests 
in Persia 

1 

1 

244 

232 

„ „ (Private) 

25 0<‘t. 

Conversation with M. Clemenceau: 
M. Isvolski^a attitude to Anglo-Rus- 
sian negotiations; Gorman influence 
on Russian policy. (Minute by King 
Edward) 

245 

233 

„ „ (Private) 

26 Oct. 

Conversation with M. Clemenceau: 
and M. Pichon : postponement of 
M, Isvolski’s visit to Xondon; his 
visit to Berlin, (Minute by King 
Edward) 

1 

1 

245 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. 



1906. 


234 

From Sir]F. Lascelles 

29 Oct. ! 

(Becd. 6 JTo'w.)! 

Conversaff '1011 with M. Isvolski : Anglo- 
Russian negotiations; Persia; Ger- 
man attitude; Macedonian reforms; 
Russian internal situation .. 

235 

To Sir A, Nicolson (Private) 

31 Oct. 1 

i 

Anglo-Russian conversations on Persia. 
German attitude 

236 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

(Private) 

7 Not. i 

M. Isvolski’s visit to Berlin; his posi- 
tion as regards prosecution of Anglo- 
Russian conversations 

237 

To Sir F. Bertie (Private) 

8 Nov. 1 

Causes of M. Tsvolski’s inability to 
visit London . 

238 

From Sir F. Lascelles 

9 Nov. 

[Feed. 12 Nov) 

Conversation with Prince Biilow: 
M. Isvolski’s visit to Berlin 

239 

From Sir E. Egerton . . 

13 Nov. 
{Feed. 17 Nov.) 

Conversation with M. Muraviev: Gor- 
man attitude to Anglo-Russian nego- 
tiations 

240 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

15 Nov. 
{Feed. Nov.) 

Oo7iversafion with M. Bompard: same 
subject; M. lavolski’s assxirances ... 

241 

Sir^ C. Hardinge to Sir A. 
Nicolson (Private) 

28 Nov. 

Conversation with M. Poklevski: 
Anglo-Russian relations in Near 
East ... 

242 

To Sir A. Nicolson ... 

30 Nov. 

1907. 

Conversaho'ti with M. Poklevski: pro- 
gress of conversations on Persia ; the 
Near East 

243 

Extract from Annual Beport 
for Kussia, 1906 

i 2 Jan. 

(Feed. 7 Jan.) 

Russian foreign relations; the Court; 
important Members of the Cabinet; 
military policy and armament; 
finance 

244 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

(Private) 

2 Jan. 

M. Isyolski’s attitude to the Anglo- 
Russian negotiations ... 

245 

J5 

13 Jan. 
(Feed. SI Jan.) 

Conversation with M. Bompard: 
M. lavolski’s visit to Berlin and 
Russo-German relations ... 

246 

» jj 

19 Jan. 
(Feed. 4 F eh) 

Conversation with Anglo- 

Russian and Russo-Japanese nego- 
tiations. (Min,)... 

247 

» ;> 

19 Jan. 
(Feed. 4 Feh) 

Conversation with M. Motono: extent 
of German influence on M, Isvokki 

248 

Bd, Note . — 

Proceedings of Hussian 
Committee 

26 Jan. 
{Feed, 4 Feh) 

1 Feb. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: pro- 
gress of Anglo-Russian negotiations: 
Formation of Russian Committee ... 

Anglo-Russian negotiations 

249 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

27 Jan, 
(Feed. 4 Feh) 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 
dorfiF: attitude of Bmperor Nicho- 
las II and of the Russian General 
Staff to Anglo-Russian conversations. 
(Min) 

260 


10 Feb. 
{Feed. 18 Feh) 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 
dorff; attitude of Russian General 
Staff to progress of negotiations; 
Rnsso-J apanese relations. (Mins ) . . . 


I Page 


246 


249 


259 


251 


251 


252 


m 


254 

264 


255 

265 

mi 


209 


269 

270 



272 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Sixbject. 

Pago 

251 

From Sir A. Nicolson . . 

1907. 

15 Feb. 
[Becd. 26 Feh,) 

Conversaho'ti with Count Witter : 
Biussian foreign relations 

278 

252 

5J 

16 Feb. 
(Becd. S6 Feb.) 

Gon.rersai ion with M. Bompard: pro- 
gress of Anglo-Russian and Tlusso- 
Japanese negotiations 

274 

253 

„ (Tel.) 

19 Feb. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: con- 
versations on Thibet and on Persia... 

275 

254 

„ „ (Tel.) 

20 Feb. 

Summary of Russian draft convention 
on Persia .. 

276 

255 

)3 33 

1 Mar. 

(Becd. IS Mar.) 

Conversation with Emperor Nicho- 
las II: progress of Anglo-Russian 
negotiations. (Mm.) 

276 

256 

To Sir A. Nicolson 

7 Mar. 

Convei'saiion with Count Bencken- 
dorff : same subject ; Persia, 

Afghanistan, Bagdad Railway 

277 

257 

1 Memorandum by Sir Ed- 
I ward Grey 

15 Mar. 

Conversatio)] with Count Bencken- 
dorff : the Straits question 

279 

25B 

To Sir A. Nieolson . . . 

19 Mar. 

r’onv wafio/i with Count Bencken- 
dorff : sam<‘ subject 

280 

259 

Froiri Sir A. Nicolson 

25 Mar. 
{Tteod, 2 Api ,) 

Gfmucmi with M. Isvolski: same 
subjtuit. (Mill.) 

281 

260 

33 53 

26 Mar. 
(Becd. 2 Apr.) 

Conversation with M. Bompard: 
Gernnxn attitude to Anglo-Russian 
relations; Russian policy in Far and 
Middle East. (Min.) 

282 

261 

33 3 3 

(Private) 

27 Mar, 

M. Isvolski’s attitude to British 
standpoint on Straits question 

283 

262(a) 

1) jj 

(Private) 

26 Mar. 

(/fjri-'yewafiio'a with M. Isvolski: the 
“ Mo'ntjolian frontier formnln ” 

284 

262 (h) 

To Sir A. Nicolson (Private) 

1 Apr. 

Same subject 

285 

262(c) 

33 3 3 (Tel. 

Private) 

3 Apr. 

Same subject 

1 

285 

263 

Note by Sir C. Hardinge ... 

1 

2 Apr. 

Ponversnfwn with M. isvolski: the 
Straits question 

286 

264 

From Sir A, Nicolson (Tel.) 

14 Apr. 

Comnunivation^ from M. Isvolski; 
same subject ... 

286 

265 

33 33 

14 Apr. 
(Becd. IV Apr.) 

Enclosing memorandum from M Is- 
volski on same subject. (Min.) 

2H7 

266 

Colonel Napier to Sir A. 
Nicolson 

25 Apr, 

Audmice with Emperor Nicholas 11: 
progress of Anglo-Russian negotia- 
tions 

288 

267 

Prom Sir N. O’ Conor 

30 Apr. 
(Becd. 0 May) 

Gomersation with Ghalib Pasha: 
extent of Anglo-Russian negotia- 
tions. (Muis.) 

289 

268 

To Sir A. Nicolson 

1 May 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 
dorff : enclosing Text of memo- 
randum on the Straits mestion hy 
Sir Edward G-rey of April 27, 1907 . . . 

290 

269 

;ie9423 

1 May 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 
dorff: German attitude to Anglo- 

Russian negotiations 

0 2 

291 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

i 

Main Subject. |I 

^age 

270 

To Sir A. Nicolson (Private) 

. 1907. 

1 May 

Anglo-Pussian negotiations on Persia. 
British opinions 

292 

271 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

(Private) 

8 May 

Expected result of Anglo-Russian 
negotiations in Persia 

292 

272 

To Sir A. Nicolson . . 

14 May 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 
dorff: Sultan Abdul Hamid’s sus- 
picions of Anglo-Russian negotia- 
tions regarding the Straits . . . 

293 

273 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

( 

22 May 
^Eecd May) 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: same 
subject 

294 

274 

Sir C. Hardinge to Sir A. 
Nicolson (Private) 

10 July 

Progress of Anglo-Russian negotia- 
tions on Afghanistan, Persia and 
Thibet 

294 

275 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

10 July 

Enclosing Text of memoranduvi from 
M. Isvolski on Straits of 

July ID, 1907, and referring to Sir 
Edward Grrey’s memorandum of April 
27, 1905. • (Mi'ns.) 

295 

276 

To Mr. O’Beirne 

31 July 

Conversation with Count Benckcn- 
dorff: same subject 

296 

277 

1 ” • * 

l 

1 

6 Aug. 

Conversation with Count Benckoii- 
dorff: British attitude to Russo- 
German relations and interview 
between Emperor William 11 and 
Emperor Nicholas 11 

297 

278 

From Mr. O’Beirne ... (Tel.) 

10 Aug. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: Russo- 
German relations. (Min) 

297* 

279 

>j )) 

10 Aug, 
(Fet.‘c2 . 19 A\ig) 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: the 
interview between Emperor Nicholas 
II and Emperor William II 

298 

280 

To Sir C. MacDonald 

14 Aug. 

Conversation with Viscount Hayashi: 
extent of Anglo-Russian negotiations 

299 

281 

From Sir A. Nicolson (Tel.) 

20 Aug. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: form 
for Anglo-Russian arrangement as 
regards Persia, Afghanistan and 
Thibet. (Min) 

299 

282 

7 ) 1) 

20 Aug. 
{Beod. S 

Enclosing memorandum from M. 

1 Isvolski on same subject 

300 

283 

.) » (Tel.) 

23 Aug. 
(JRec(£. ^ Aug. 

^ Same subject. (Mins) 

301 

284 

77 )7 

24 Aug. 
(Becd. Av.g. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski : British 
) telegraph concessions in Persia. En- 
closing texts of the Agreements 

302 

286 

To Sir A. Nicolson . . (Tel.) 

\ 27 Aug. 

Form of the Anglo-Russian Conven- 
tion; British amendments to general 
Preamble 

303 

286 

From Sir A. Nicolson (Tel.) 

1 28 Aug. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: same 
subjects; Article III 

304 

287 

To Sir, A. Nicolson ... (Tel.) 

> 28 Aug. 

British reply on same subjects 

. 304 

288 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

(Private) 

30 Aug. 

1 

Appreciation of Sir Edward Grey’s 
support in negotiations; attitude oi 
of M. Isvolski 

1 

- 304 
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Chapter XXVI. 
Thibet. 


I.— THE BRITISH EXPEDITION TO THIBET, 1903-4. 


No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. 

Page 

1 

1 

i,’ 

^Ed, Note . — 

1903. 




The Secretary of State 

6 Nov. 

Sanctioning advance of mission to 

305 


for India to the 
Governmerit of India 


Gyangtse upon conditions 



(Tel.) 




2sn j 

To Mr. Spring-Rice 

17 Nov. 

Conversation with Count Benckon- 
dorff: effect in Russia of British 
mission to Gyangtse 

306 




1904. 


290 

To Sir C. Scott 

13 Apr. 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 




dorff: British mission to Gyangtse. 
(Minute ly King Edward) 

307 


m ; 

To Mr. Spring-Rice ... 

iO May 

Conversation with Count Bencken- 


1 

dorff : proposed exchange of assur- 
ances on British policy in Thibet 







and Russian adherence to Khedivial 
Decree .. 

307 

292 

From, Sir 0. Hardinge 

30 May 

r'o?irrmrtifr/i with M. Bompard; same 



(Heed. 7 f/i/.nr) 

Bubieot ; views of Emperor 

Nicholas II. (Min.) 

309 


293 

To Sir C. Hardinge 

2 Jun(‘ 

(Conversation with Count Benektm- 




dorff; British communication on her 





tKiliey in Thibet. (Mmvte hy King 
Edieaed) .. 

310 

29t 

From Sir 0. Hardinge (Tel.) 

M 

(U)nm iininti ion from M. Isvolski to 




Baron yon Aehrenthal; Russian 
satisfaction at British assurance on 
her poli(^y in Thibt‘t 

311 


295 


20 June 

with Count Lamsdorff: 




(lUted.M June) 

tiommuiii cation of British assurances 
to Press. (Mia.) 

311 

29t) 

The Goverununit of India to 

26 June 

Proposed British terms regarding 



Colonel younglniwband 


Thibet 

312 

297 

To Sir M. Durand 

29 June 

Conversation with Mr. Choate: status 





of Thibet; British policy 

313 

298 

The Lliassa Convetition 

7 St^pi^* 

Text of Lhassa Convention between 



between Great Britain 

Great liritain and Thibet, signed 



and Thibet 


September 7, 1904 

314 

299 

From Sir C, Hardinge 

23 Sopt. 

Conversations with Count Tvamsdorff 




(Heed. SC) Sept.) 

f and M. Bompard: Bussian attitude 
to the IMassa Convention 

31 7 

300 

From Sir JtC. Satow ... (Tel.) 

23 Sopt. 

Conversation with l^rince Clung; 




Chinese attitude to the Lhassa Con- 
vention 

31H 


301 

Jo Sir C, Hardinge 

27 Sept. 

Conversation with M. Sassonov: Rus- 

1 



sian attitude to the Ijhassa Conven- 
tion 

319 


302 

Jo Sir H Satow ... (Tel) 

29 Sept. 

j 

Position of China as regards thi^ 

I 



Lhassa Convention 

' 321 


;i6942] 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

303 

Foreign Office to India Office 

1904. 
20 Oct. 


Ed. Note.— ^ 

1906. 


Communication to Sir C. 

2 Jan. 


Hardinge by Count 
Benckendorff 



Main Subject. 


Great Britain’s n'lation.s with otlu'r 
Powers as to the Lhassii Conviuition 

Rumours r(‘garding negotiations be- 
tween Great Britain and Ohinu 
concerning Thibet 


jPage 

321 

322 


304 To Mr. Spring-Rice... 

305 From Sir E. Satow . 


3 3 an. 


C onve rm t i o n w i th Co u n t Ben ck e n- 
dorff: British position as to Lhassa 
Convention 


323 


28 Apr Enclosing Tc.vf of Adliv.uoti Coarc/i- 
(Fecd.lSJunc) fton bvtMWi'n armt Brifoui and 
(^Iriua, signitd Ajiril J7\ 1900, and 
(‘orn>spondenc(‘ bi'tweiui Sir E. Satow 
and Mr. Tong Shoa-yi 3o;i 


TI.-ANGLO-RUSSIAN NEGOTIATIONS, IfKiG-T. 


306 

307 

308 

309 

310 


313 


314 


315 


From Mr. Spring-Rice 


1906. 

10 Apr. I 
(Fenl, If' A pr.) 


To Mr. Spring-Rice.. (Tel.) 
Froui Mr. Spring-Rice 


Draft iusti'uctions to Sir A. 
Nicolson 


I 10 Ai)r. , 
|(7i*cr(/. /? Apr.)^ 

1 May 


311 I From Sir A. Nicolson 


312 


(Tel) 


Noh>.-^ 

Correspondence betwoBU 
Sir A. Nicolson and 
M. Isvolski 


Memorandum... 


From Sir A. Nicolson 


2 May 

{lleciL 7 May) 


23 May 


8 J une 
iltvcd.lH June)\ 


I 11 Jam* 

i(BenL tSJuiie^ 

13 June 


14 and 15 
June 


1907. 
18 Apr. 


, 22 Apr. , 

\{lUcd. $9 Apr.)| 

4 '^lav 
klhcd. 1$ jMayi 


(•o}i'iua\mtiofi with Count Lamsdorff: 
Rus.sian ndatioms with th(‘ Dalai 
Lama; euclo.sing teh^grain from Em- 
peror Nicdiolas 11 to the Dalai Lama 

Russian attitudi‘ to return of the 
Dalai Lama to Thibet. (Min.v.) 

Return of th(‘ Dalai Lama to Thibet: 
British attitud(‘ 

Fonver}f((ti<m with Count Lamsdorff: 
same subject: enclosing memoran- 
dum on British position 

Bases td’ British demands in Anglo- 
ii<^^gotiations regarding 

Thibet 

(Ufnvmiitioo with M. Isvolski: en- 
i'OiWitrmtlon 

on Thtbri, Jwnr 8, 1906 

(9)iivermtioii with M.'Bompard: atti- 
tude of M, Isvolski to Anglo-Russian 
conversations on Thibet. (Min A ... 

Fonvermtion with M, Isvolski: atti- 
tude of Emperor Nicholas to British 
bases for negotiation ; relations 
with the Dalai Lama ; Russian 
officials in Thibet. (AXimi 

Repudiation by Great Britain of en- 
gagement signed at Lhassa regarding 
visits of British commercial agent to 
Lhassa 

Course of Anglo-Russian negotiations 
on Thibet, (Tbj^U of conmun>icatiom 
md drafts ivh footmiu) 

Enclosing Text of mmorandmn on 
British ot^mpation in Ohnmhi 

Enclosing of anmxes to Anglo- 
Jiwmi Arrangemsnt concerning 
< Thibst^ on the Ohwnhi Valley and on 
scientific missions 


326 

327 

328 

m 

m 

332 

334 


385 

336 

1342-3 

345-8 


349 
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No. 

NaBie. 

Bate. 

Main Subject. 

Page 

1 

! 

317 

Anglo-Rusaian Arrang em eiit 
tionceriiant le 1 hibei 

1907. 

31 Ang. 

Text of Aiiglo-Bussian Arrangement 
conceimant le Thibet, signed Augnsi 
31, 1907 

! 

1 

t 

352 

318(a) 

Sir A. Nicolsoia to M. Is- 
volski 

31 Axig. 

Text of note 07i scientific missions in 
Thibet, sigjied A ugust 31, 1907 

354 

318 (b) 

M. Isvolski to Sir A. Nicol- 
son 

31 Aug. 

Text of Russian reply acknowledging 
the a, hove, August 31, 1907 

354 


Chapter XXVII. 
Persia. 


L— THE “OURZON DESPATCH” AND THE REPLY OF THE BRITISH 



GOVERNMENT, 

1899-1900. 




1899. 



319 

Tlio GovernuKUit of India 

21 Sept. 

Foreign intervention in Southt'rn 



to the Secretary of State 
for India 

Persia and the Gulf; Russian policy 
in Persia; British policies in Persia 

36B 

1900. 

320 

Lord G. Hamilton to the 

6 July 

British policy in Persia and the 



Government of India 

Persian Gulf 

363 

11 -SURVEY OF BRITISH POLICY, 19ok 



1905. 



321 

Memorandum 

31 Get. 

British policy in PtTsia 

365 



1902. 



321 (r/) 

To Sir A. Hardinge 

6 Jan, 

British poli<‘y and tniterprise in 





Persia 

:^9 

321(b) 


1905. 


Fro fti S i r A . Ha rd i ngo 

U) June 

Review of th<' possibilities of an 




(lieviL ti J uly) 

understanding with Russia concern- 
ing Persia, {M in ,) 

372 

321 ((0 

Sir A. Hardinge to Sir T, 

2 Get. 

British policy in Persia; consular 



Sanderson 


establishments 

374 

.322 

From Sir A. Hardinge 

23 Dee. 

Report on condition of Persia ; 




(Reed, d Jan., 

financial position ; attitude of 




vm,) 

Russia and Great Britain in event 
of dissolution of Persia; passible 




1906. 

Anglo-Russiau understanding 

374 

323 

Memorandum oommuni- 

11 Jan. 

British poliey as regards Persia 

377 


oated to Persian Minister 



lU.-THB PERSIAN LOAN QUESTION, 19(J6. 


324 

From Mr. Grunt Duff (T«l.) 

1906. 

31 Jan. 

Cofiversationy/lih Mushir-ud-Bowleh : 





Persian desire for British loan 

378 

325 

Tu Mr. Grant Duff ... (Tel.) 

2 Fob. 

British position as to Persian loan ... 

378 

326 

From Mr. Bpring-Rk'o 

7 Fob. 

Conversation with Count Lamsdorff: 




{RemL XU Feb) 

loans to Persia ; enclosing lett<‘r 
from Mr, Spring-Rice to Count 
Lamsdorfi 

37B 


;i6942] 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

1 

Main Subject. 

Page 

327 

To Mr. Grant Duff . 

1906 

6 Mar. 

ConveTmhi)t\ with Mir /.a Malioninied 
Ali Khan; posHiblo Anglo-Rinssian 
agreement concerning Persia: Per- 
sian loan question 

380 

328 

From Sir N. O’Conor 

24 Apr. 
(Feed JfJ Apr.) 

Oonrvrmfwns with Mirza Eiza Kluin 
and M Zinoviev: German interest in 
Persian affairs 

tm 

329 

To Mr. Spring-Rice .. 

n Alay 

i'oivvvrmfioii with Count Biuicken- 
dorff: proposed joint Anglo-Russian 
loan to Persia; rumoured G('rmau 
loan; th<' Bagdad Railway 

382 

330 

Fto771 Mr. Spring-Rice (Tol.) 

12 May 

Proi)osed Giu'man loan to Persia . . 

38;i 

331 

From Sir A Nicolson 

26 Jutie 
(Feed. V July) 

Oo'ivDvrmflon with M. Lsvolshi : 
rumour(‘d Russian loan to Persia ... 

:ja3 

332 

Sir A. Nicolson ... (Tel.) 

13 Aug 

('unvermilon, with Clount B<^neken- 
dorff : British i)oUcy during internal 
disturbances in Persia 


333 

From Sir A. NieoLson (Tol.) 

15 Aug. 

Oorvermfiov with M. Isvolski ; vsame 
subject ... 

384 

334 

Mr. Grant Duff .. (Tel.) 

16 Aug. 

Sani(\subj<H‘t 

.‘)85 

335 

From Mr. Grant Duff (Tol.) 

1 Sept, 

Transfer of Moshed-Scustan telegraph 
from Persian to Russian control, 
(il/fn.f.) 

385 

336 

From Sir A. NieoLson 

1 Sept. 
[Feed. lOSvpi) 

('oovermtlon with M. Isvolski : Persian 
application to Russia for loan. Possi- 
bility of common Anglo-Russian re- 
sponse 

386 

337 

To Sir A. Ni[*olsoai ... (Tel.) 

3 Sept. 

Proposed joint Anglo-Russian loan to 
Persia 

387 

338 

From Sir A. Nieolson (Tol.) 

5 Sept. 

Con>7^zrmtio7)> with M. Isvolski; same 
subject 

388 

339 

Sir C. Hardingo tb Sir A. 
Nieolson (Private) 

5 Sf*pt. 

Co'nverj^atioo with Count Bencken- 
dorff: Anglo-Russian negotiations us 
to Persia 

388 

340 

From Sir A. Nieolson 

6 Sopt. 
(Fecd,17 

Convermtioii with M. Isvolski: pro- 
posed joint Anglo-Russian loan to 
Persia 

389 
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341 

1 

To Sir A. Nieolson ... (Tel.) 

1906. 

7 Sept. 

Authoxi/ung Awglo-Russian conversa- 
tions on Afghanistan and Persia ... 

38S> 

342, 

„ ... (Tel.) 

7 Sept. 

Transfer of Meshed-Saistan telegraph 
to Russian control 

390 

343 

From Sir A. Nieolson (Tol) 

8 Sept. 

Ooni;ersaUon with M. Isvolski: same 
subject ... 

890 

344 

,(Trf.) 

14 Sept. 

Proj^sed joint Anglo-Russian advance 
to Persia 

391 

m- 

>, .. (Tel.) 

14 Sept. 

Russian attitude to same subject 

391 





xH 


No. ' 

Name. 

Date. 

i 

Main Subject. 

Pago 

346 

To Mr. Grant Duff ... (Tel.) 

1906. 

16 Sept. 

Russian and British action as to in- 
ternal disorder in Persia 

392 

347 

From Sir A. Nicolson (Tel.) 

17 Sept. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski : de- 
limitation of British and Russian 
spheres of influence in Persia. 
(Min .) 

392 

348 

)> 5) 

20 Sept. 
(Feed. 1 Oct) 

Conversation with M. Isvolski ■ same 
subject; the joint advance to Persia 

393 

349 

1 

5’ ?: 

24 Sept. 
{Heed. 1 Oct) 

Conversation wn’th M. Isvolski: spheres 
of influence in Persia 

393 

350 I 

Sir E. Grey to King Edward 
(Private) 

24 Sept 

British policy in Pei'sia; its aims and 
reasons 

395 

351 

To Sir E. Lascelles 

25 Sept. 

C'o/i'ue'rsafioa with Herr von Stumm : 
Persian concession for German Bank 
in Tehran 

396 

352 

From Sir A. Nicolaoii 

29 Sept. 
(Heed. 15 Oct.) 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: tlu* 
joint advance to Persia and the de- 
limitation of the British sphere of 
influence. (iWen*.) 

396 

353 

3) 3J 

29 S<'pt. 
(Heed. 75 Oc^.) 

(^onvers(tti<ni with M. Isvolski: pro- 
posed exchange of control over Mes- 
hed-Seistan and Tehran-Meshed 
telegraphs. (Min) 

399 

354 

11 33 

29 Sept. 
(Heed 15 Oct) 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: im- 
provement of relations between 
British and Russian officials in 
l^ersia 

409 

355 

To Sir 0. Bpring-lliei' 

1 Oct. 

(^onve7\H(iiion with Persian Minister: 

Anglo-Russian negotiations con- 
' corning Persia 

4(X) 

356 

To Sir E. Lascelleis 

i 

2 Oct. 

lU}nver8ation witli Herr von wStuinm; 
proposed Gernuin Bank and German 
loan in Persia 

401 

357 

To Sir A. Nicolson (Private) | 

3 Oct. 

Position of Great Britain as to Persian 
negotiations 

401 

358 

From Sir C. Spring-Uict' ... 

7 Oct. 

(lUed. Oef) 

( Jonv ersa Hon with Ala - ea- Salt an eh : 
Great Britain’s attitude to Persia 
in view of Anglo-Russian negotia- 
tions 

401 

359 

1 

3 3 3 1 

7 Oct. 

(Heed. i^V Oci) 

1 

Conversation with M. Hartwig: his 
attitude to the Anglo-Russian nego- 
i tiations ; the joint loan ; the spheres 
of influence 

403 

360 

33 13 »'• 

H.Oct. 

(Heed. W Orf.) 

Observations on the new internal con- 
ditions in Persia; the extent and 
form of an Anglo-Russian arrange- 
ment concerning Persia 

403 

361 

13 33 

(Private) 

12 Oct. 

i 

Persian attitude to Anglo-Russian 
negotiations; suggested British de- 
claration of Persian integrity 

404 

362 

» » 

(Tell 

13 Oct. 

Conversation with M. Hartwig: sug- - 
» gested joint Anglo-Russian declara- 1 
tion of Persian integrity ... , . . | 

405 

1 
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No. 

Name. j 

Date. 

Main Subject. 

Pago 

363 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

1906. 

1.5 Oct. 

(Heed 29 Oct.) 

Conversation with M. Boutiron: pro- 
gress of Anglo-Russian negotiations 
concerning Persia; M. Lsvolski and 
M. Hartwig , M Isvolski’s proposed 
visits to Paris and Beidin. (Min.) . 

405 

364 

n " 1 

19 Oct. 

(Heed 29 Oct) 

Co'nversation with M. Gubastov : sug- 
gested Anglo-Russian deedaration on 
integrity of Persia 

41K) 

365 

From. Sir C. Spriug-Hico 

(Tol.) 

23 Oct. 

Conversatiwn with Ala-es-Saltaneh : 
same subject .. 

407 

366 

To Sir A. Niuolson (Tel.) 

31 Oct. 

British suggestions on question of 
spheres of influence 

407 

367 

From Sir A Nicolson 

4 Nov 

[Heed 12 Nov.) 

with M. lsvolski: joint 
advance to Persia; spheres t)f in- 
fluence and military view ; principle 
of the “open door"; German in- 
fl.uence. Enclosing letter from 
Colonel Napier on views of Russian 
military party. (J/ha.) 

408 

368 

ji 11 * ‘ , 

< 

5 Nov 

[Reid. 12 Nov.) 

C'oare-ns’uGoa with Herr von Bchoen ; 
German attitud(' to Anglo-Russian 
negotiations concerning Persia 

411 

369 

jj » 

7 Nov. 

{Feed. 12 Nov.) 

Conversation with M, lsvolski: same 
subject 

412 

370 

To Sir A. Nieolsou (Private) 

Undated 
— Nov. 1 

British aims for Anglo-Russian uego- 
; tiations concerning Persia; the 
Straits question 

413 

371 

Jt n '** 

17 Nov. 

Enclosing Text vf Draft Anglo-Fussian 
Agreement concerning Fersia 

415 

372 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

2 Dec. 

{Heed. 10 Dec.) 

Co'nversation with M. lsvolski: the 
consent of Persian Assembly to the 
grant of the joint advance 

41(> 

373 

11 11 

3 Dec. 

{Feed. 10 Ihe.) 

Conversation with M. lsvolski : British 
draft agreement concerning Persia... 

410 

374 

3 ) 13 

4 Dec. 

(Feed. 10 Dev.) 

Oonversaiion with Herr von Behoen: 
German attitude to Anglo-Russian 
action in Persia; the Bagdad Rail- 
way; German Bank in Persia. (Min.) 

417 

375 

„ „ (Tel.) 

W Dec. 

The conditions of the Anglo-Russian 
advance of moiiey to Persia ... 

418 

376 

)4 13 

16 Dec. 
(Feed. H Dec,] 

Same subject. Enclosing corres- 

) pondence between M. lsvolski and 
Sir A. Nicolson 

419 

377 

From Sir C. Spring-Eice 

(Private) 

21 Dec. 

British influence in Persia 

420 

378 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

22 Dec. 
(Feed. 27 Dec!, 

Payment of joint advance to Persia, 

) Enclosing letter sent to M. lsvolski 

421 

379 

380 

From Sir C\ Spring-Kioc 

(Tel.) 

From Sir A. Nicolson (Tel.) 

26 Dec. 

1907. 

3 Jan. 

Conversation with M, Hartwig; sug- 
gested withdraw’al of joint offer of 
Anglo-Russian advance to Persia ... 

Same subject 

421 

422 

m 

From Sir C. Spring-Rice ... 

3 Jan 

(Feed. 21 Jan! 

Observations on Russian policy and 
) action in Persia 




No. 

Name. 

1 

1 

Date. 

Main Subject. 

Page 

382 

Fro7n Sir C. Spring-Rice . . 

* 

Russo-German relations in Persia. 
(Mm.) 

424 

383 

)) 


27 Jan. 
(Iilecii, IS Fth) 

Comments on the new Persian Con- 
stitution 

424 

384 

n 7? 

(Tiil.) 

11 Fob. 

Internal situation in Persia , British 
action. (Mw.) 

425 

385 

To Sir U. Spring-Rice 

(Tel.> 

11 Feb. 

British reply on same subject 

425 

380 

From Sir A. Nicolsoii 


11 Feb. 
{llecA. IS Feh.) 

Co'hversatioh with M. Isvolski : ad- 
vance to Shah considered in view of 
Persian internal situation. Enclosing 
letter from M. Isvolski 

426 

387 

7) 7’ 


12 Feb. 

Russian policy m Persia in view of 
disturbed internal situation .. 

428 

388 ' 

1 

1 

1 

7) 77 


19 Feb. 
{Feed, F) Feb.) 

Co/ive7'si(fiaJi with M. Isvolski : Russian 
views on Persian question; delimita- 
tion of spheres of influence; conces- 
sions for third parties 

428 

38‘J 

7? 77 


20 Feb, 
\Fecd, 21} Feh.) 

('o'M'uerA'uf/en with M. Isvolski’ tln^ 
Russian draft convention concerning 
Persia. (il/fii.s\) Text of Draft (hr- 
vention . 

431* 

300 

To Sir A. Ni CO Ison ... 

j 

(Tc'l.) 

22 F('b. 

British agreement in principle with 
Russian proposals concerning Persia. 
British proposals concerning Af- 
ghanistan may be comndunicated. 
(Mm.) 

433 

391 

1 From Sir A. Niculaon 

(Tel.) 

1 Mar. 

('onvermtio’h with M. Isvolski: action 
in Persia in view of internal situa- 
tion 

4^J4 

302 

7? C 

(Tel.) 

8 Mar. 

(^ommwtiwation by M. Isvolski of 
memorandum on internal situation 
in l^ersia by M, Hartwig and Sir C. 
Spring-Rice 

434 

303 

Tv Sir A. Kicolson ... 

(Ti'l.) 

8 Mar. 

British amendments on Russian draft 
convention concerning Persia 

435 

394 

7 7 7 ) " ' ’ 

(Tel) 

9 Mar. 

British attitude to Anglo-Bussian 
action in Persia 

436 

305 

Froth Sir A. Nicolsou 


10 Mar. 
{Iteod. IS Mar.) 

with M. Isvolski: British 
amendm’^nts to Russian draft con- 
cerning Persia. Enclosing Tejct of 
Euasian draft ofFeraiun Oonvemtionf 
March 10, 1907 

437 

306 

To Sir A. Nicolfeion .. 

. (Tel.) 

11 Mar. 

Concessions in neutral zone in Persia 

441 

397 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

(Tel.) 

13 Mar, 
(Meed, 18 Mar.) 

Conversation] with M. Isvolski; same 
subject : Text of draft annex concern* 
ing transfer of t’elegraph lines 

441 

m 

77 77 


* 16 Mar. 
(Eecd. B Apr.) 

CJoncessions in British and Russian, 
and in neutral zones of Persia 

442 

m 

To Sir F. Bertie ... 


16 Mar. 

Comersaiion with M. Paul Gambon: 
French flnaiioial activity in Persia... 

443 

m 

From Sir A* Niooleon 

(Tel.) 

17 Mar, 

Concessions for third parties in British 
or Russian spheres m influence 

443 
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No. ! 

1 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. 

Page 



1907. 


443 

401 

To Siv A. Nicolson . (Tel.) 

18 Mar. 

Same subject 

402 

To Sir C. Spring-Rice (Tel.) 

20 Mar. 

Position of the Zil-es-Sultan .. 

444 

403 

From Sir A, Nicolson . . 

25 Mar 
(Be^d. % Apr) 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: collec- 
tion of revenue in case of Persian 
default; enclosing pro-mem or? a 

444 

404 

J3 )1 

{ 

2 Apr. 

[Feed 15 Apr.) 

Enclosing pro-memorid from M Isvol- 
ski on delimitation of spheres of 
influence , concessions to third parties 
in neutral zones. (Min.) 

445 

405 


4 Apr. 

Conversation with M Isvolski : de- 

447 


{Becd, 15 Apr.) 

limitation of spheres of influence . 

406 

Foreign Ofi&ce to India 
Office 

6 Apr. 

British amendments to Russian draft 
of February 20 . 

447 

407 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

7 Apr. 

(Becd. 15 Apr.) 

Enclosing aide-memoire on British 
action if British subjects should be 
endangered by internal disorders in 
Persia 

449 

40B 


10 Apr 

Conversation with M. Isvolski- posi- 

449 


Note , — 

(Becd. 15 Apr.) 

tion of the Zil-es-Sultan 


Sir A. Nicolson to M. 
Isvolski 

25 Mar. j 

Same subject 

450 

409 

From Sir C. Spring-Rice . . . 

11 Apr 

(Becd. 13 May) 

Observations on the value and effect 
of the proposed Anglo-Russian ar- 
rangement concerning Persia 

450 

410 

From Sir N. O’ Conor 

17 Apr. 
(Becd. 22 Apr) 

Conversation with M. Zinoviev: G(U'- 
man activity in Persia and the in- 
trigues of M. Naus. (Mins.) . . 

453 

411 

From Sir A Nicolson 

22 Apr 

(Becd. 2i) A p'r) 

Enclosing Test of British aide- 
mimovre on draft convention' con- 
cerning Persia. (Mvns) 

1 

4r>i 

412 

From Sir C. Spnng-Rice 

(Private) 

26 Apr. 

Russian attitude to popular party in 
Persia; Persian attitude to Great 
Britain (Mm) 

457 

413 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

23 May 
(Becd. 27 May) 

Enclosing letter from M. Isvolski on 
> collection of revenues in British and 
Russian spheres in event of Persian 
default 

459 

414 

„ „ (Tel.) 

27 May. 

Russian acceptance in principle of 
proposed Articles 1, 11, III and IV.. 

460 

415 

(Tel.) 

29 May 

Conversation with M. Isvolski . trans- 
fer of telegraph lines 

46U 

416 

53 

6 June 
(Becd.lOJvrii 

Texts of Bvssiun aide-memovre on 
) draft convention concerning Persia^ 
and of proposed' modifications of the 
text 

461 

417 

To Sir A. Nicolson .. 

6 June 

Proposed British amendments of draft 
convention concerning Persia; en- 
closing Text of British revised draft 

465 

418 

From Sir A. Nicolson (Tel.) 

7 June 

Proposed amendments to Artiides IV 
and V. (Min) 

468 

419 

To Sir A. Nicolson ... (Tel.) 

10 June 

British concurrenee in above amend- 
ments 

469 



No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. 

Page 

420 

Frovi Sir A. Nicolaon 

(Tel.) 

1907. 

10 June 

Amendments to Article V. (Min.) ... 

469 

421 

To Sir 0. Spring-Eice 


12 June 

Review of amendments made in draft 
and of British policy in making an 
agreement 

470 

422 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

(TpI.) 

14 Juno 
(FeccLlSJime) 

Revised draft of Article V 

472 

423 

To Sir A. Nicolson ... 

(Tel.) 

17 June 

Transfer of Moshed-Seistan and 
Meshed-Tehran telegraphs 

472 

424 

3> J3 

(Tel.) 

17 June 

Amendments to Article V 

472 

425 

J3 )) 

(Tel.) 

21 Juno 

British reply to proposed Russian 
amended draft of June 6 

473 

426 

)J )J * • 

(Tel.) 

21 June 

Renewal of telegraph concessions 

473 

427 

To Sir C. Spring-Ric(' 


21 June 

1 

nonvermUor with the Mnshir-ul- 
Mulk: aim and extent of Anglo- 
Russian agreement concerning Per- 
sia. (Mms,) 

[ 474 

428 

Froth Sir A. Nicolaon 

1 

(Tel.) 

24 June 

rou'DrrMtio?!. with M. Isvolski: 

British amendmonts in draft of 

1 June 6: declaration on British 

1 ])()licy in Persian Gulf. (Mir.) 

475 

429 

3J }} 


1 

24 June i 
(Feed, 2 July) 

1 

1 Conversation with M. Isvolski : same 
subject; enclosing memorandum sent 

1 to M. Isvolski. (Mins.) 

477 

430 

jTo Sir A. Nicolson ... 

(Tel.) 

27 June 

1 

j British policy in Persian Gulf and 

1 proposed d^H’laration 

481 

431 

From, Sir A. Nicolson 

(Tel.) 

28 June 

Russian memorandum on same subject 

482 

432 

>j jj 

(Tel) 

28 June 

Same subject 

483 

433 

j» j) 

(Tel) 

29 June 

Same subject 

4B4 

m 

To Sir A. Nicolson ... 

(Tel) 

29 June 

Same subject 

484 

435 

Fro til Sir A. Nicolson 

(Tel) 

29 June 

Same subject 

4B5 

436 

)j ?) 

(Tel) 

29 June 

Transfer of control of Moshed-Seistan 
telegraph. (Min.) 

485 

437 

J! J) 


29 Jum‘ 
{Fnd, SJulv) 

Enclosing aide^mhnoire on Russian 
attitude to British draft of June 6... 

486 

438 

)5 IJ 

(Tel) 

30 June 

British interests in Persian Gulf 

487 

439 

)3 1} 


30 June 
{Fi^cd,S July) 

Conversation with M, Isvolski: same 
subject; Russian objections to inser- 
tion of such clause in draft convention 

487 

440 



1 July 

{Ifacd, H ^fvly) 

Enclosing letter to M. Isvolski on 
British interests in Gulf; French 
action in Anglo-Eussian negotiations 

489 

441 

73 7! 

(Tel.) 

2 July 

Delimitation of spheres of influence... 

490 

442 

71 77 

(Tel) 

3 July 

Russian attitude to inclusion in draft 
convention of clause on British in- 
terests in Persian Gulf 

491 

443 

7) 77 


3 July 
[Feed. 8 July) 

Conversation with M. Isvolski; same 
Bubjeot, Bnojosing letter from 

M. Isvolski on same subject 

491 
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No. 


Name. 


Date. 


Main Subject. 


Page 


444 

445 

446 

447 

448 


449 

450 

451 

452 

453 

454 

455 

456 

457 

458 

459 

460 

461 


To Sir A. Nicolson (Tel.) 

From Sir A Nicolson (Tel) 

To Sir A. Nicolson (Tel ) 
From Sir A, Nicolson 

India Office to Foreign Office 


FjdNote.— 

Proposed British De- 
claration 

From Bh' A Nicolson (Tel) 


1907. 

5 July 


(Tol.) 


The Persian Gulf Declara- 
tion 


From Sir A. Nicolson 

To Sir C. Spring-Rice (Tel.) 
Foreign Office to India Office 

From Sir C. Spring-Rice .. 

Foreign Office to India Office 
India Office to Foreign Office 


British attitude to same subject. 
(Mhis.) .. . 

Progress of negotiations, form of 
British declaration on Persian Gulf 

Same subject 

Enclosing aide-mSmoire from M.Isvol- 
ski on delimitation of Russian sphere 
I of influence ... . 

j Enclosing telegrams from Government 
I of India to the Secretary of State 
for India on British interests in 
Persian Gulf 

i Enclosing Text of prox>osed British 
Declaration on the Persian Gulf 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: the 
Russian sphere of influence and the 
transfer of the telegraphs 

Conversation with M. Isvolski . defini- 
tion of British and Russian spheres 
of influence 

Enclosing Text of aide-memoire from 
M. Isvolski on proposed British De- 
claration on Persian Gulf 

Enclosing aide-memoire from M. Isvol- 
ski on the form in which the Anglo- 
Russian conventions should be drawn 

Enclosing aide-memoire from M. Isvol- 
ski on telegraph concessions in 
Persia ... 

Exchange of Meshed -Seistan and 
Meshed-Tehran telegraph lines: con- 
clusion of Anglo-Russian negotia- 
tions . . 

Text of British Declaration on the Per- 
sian Gulf, made by Sir Edward Grey, 
August 29, 1907 

31 Aug. Enclosing Text of Arrangement con- 
\{Becd. 3 Sept) cernant la Perse^ signed August 31, 
1907 

16 Sept. I Communication of agreement to the 
Great Powers and to Persia 

19 Sept. I Effect of Anglo-Russian Arrangement 
on construction of railways in 
Southern Persia... 

M Sept. Communication of Arrangement to 
(Becd. 28 Oct) Persian Government. Enclosing 
covering letter 

.25 Sept. I Transfer of Meshed- Seistan and 
Meshed-Tehran telegraphs 

25 Sept. I Renewal of Persian telegram con- 
cessions 


6 July 


8 July 

9 July 
\{Becd. 22. J wly)' 


20 July 

8 Aug, 
12 Aug. 


15 Aug. 
{Becd. 1.9 3.1/-^.) 


20 Aug. 
(Becd. 3 Sept)\ 


20 Aug. 
{Becd. 3 Sept)\ 


26 Aug. 
(Becd. 3 Sept.)\ 


29 Aug. 


29 Aug. 


492 

494 

494 

494 

495 
497 

497 

497 

49B 

499 

5(X) 

501 

501 

502 

504 

505 

m 

506 
506 
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No. 

Name. 

1 

Date, 

1 

Main Subject. 

jpage 



1907. 


! 

462 

From Sir F. Bertie .. 

25 Sept. 

Convermtio7\ with M. Louis: British 


1 

(fiecd.^TSept) 

Declaration concerning the Persian i 
Gulf 

507 


463 

From Sir A. Nicolson (Tel.) 

35 Doc. 

British and Russian attitude to TVr- 




sian internal situation ; Gorman 
attitude . . . 

i 

1 507 




1908 



464 

Extract from Annual Report I 

29 Jan. 

Condition of Persia; Turco-Persian 



for Russia for 1907 

\{Becd.;i Feh.) 

frontier ' 

508 


Chapter XXVIII. 
Afghanistan. 




1903. 



465 

Memorandum. . 

14 Oct. 

Anglo-Russian relations as regards 





Arghanistan 

512 



1905. 



466 

5 , 

11 Dee. 

BanH‘ subject 

519 

466(a) 

To Count Bonokoudoi'lf 

17 I'Vb. 

British and Russian assuranet's as 




regards policy in Afghanistan 

52(1 

466(b) 

To Sir C. Hardinge 

8 Mar. 

Conversation with Count Benckon- 



dorff ; Anglo-Russian relations in 
Afghanistan. {Min,) (Minute hy King 







Edward) 

521 



1907. 



467 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

31) Jan. 

with M. Isvolski: com- 




(Uenl 4 

munieation of British proposals as 
to Afghanistan for draft of Anglo- 





Russian convention. (Min) 

522 

4fi8 

To Sir A. Nicolson ... (Tel.) 

(i Feb. 

Same subject 

m 

469 

From Sir A. Nicolson (Tel.) 

17 Feb. 1 

ConverHution with Count Beneken- 




dorff : same subject. (Mins) 

m 

470 

„ (Tel.) 

19 Feb. 

Probable Russian attitude to British 




proposals on Afghanistan. (Min.) ... 

524 

471 

Foreign Office to India Office 

19 Feb. 

Intercourse between Ilussian and 




Afghan frontier officials 

525 

472 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

23 Fob. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski : Russian 




iBecd.4MaT.) 

communications with Afghanistan. 
Enclosing Text of Sir A. Nicolson\^ 
instructions relating to Afghanistan^ 
handed to M. IsvolsKi. (Min.) 

526 

473 

)} j> 

20 Mar. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski : Russian 




(Becd. 2 Apr.) 

aims in Afghanistan; commercial 
agents. (Mm.) 

526 

474 

1) 

2 Apr. 

{Becd. 15 Apr.) 

Conversation with M. Poklevski ; 
British and Russian positions as 
regards Afghanistan, (mins*) 

528 

475 

» ,, (Tel.) 

6 Apr. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: post- 




ponement of communication of 
Russian proposals on Afghanistan . . . 

529 


476 


29 Apr. 
{Becd. Is Maf) 

Enclosing letter from Colonel Napier 




on the views of General Falitsin and 
the Russian General Staff on Russian 





position as to Afghanistan. (Min .) . . . : 

529 
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No. 

i 

Name. 


Date 

Main Subject. 

Page 

477 

Fro^n Sir A. Nicolsoii 


1907. 

6 May 

[Need. Id May) 

Conversatioti' with M. Isvolski: pi*o- 
gressof negotiations on Afghanistan ; 
form for Anglo-Russian Convention... 

532 

478 

13 13 


15 May 
[Need. 21 May) 

Conversatiou with M. Isvolski : Bussian 
draft convention on Afghanistan . . 

533 

479 

Foreign Office to India 

Office 

24 May 

Forwarding Bussian draft (convention 
on Afghanistan ... 

536 

480 

To Sir A Nicolson . 


28 May 

Co'fiversatio'n with Count Bencken- 
dorff: Bussian draft convention; 
British pledge against occupation of 
Afghanistan .. i 

1 

536 

481 

33 13 ■ • 


29 May 

British comments on Russian draft 
convention. Enclosing proposed Bri- 1 
tish counter-draft 

537 

482 

31 33 •*• 

Ed. Note . — 

Minute by Sir C. 
dingo 

Har- 

12 June 

7 Juno 

British counter-draft for communica- 
tion to M Isvolski 

Composition of final British counter- 
draft 

540 

540 

483 

Anglo -Bussian Convention 
respecting Afghanistan 

B1 Aug. 

Texib of Nussian Draff of May 15; 
British counter-dnift of Jure 17, 
final text as signed August 31, 1907... 

.541 

484 

From Sir A. Nicolson 


17 June 
[Need. 2 Ji. June) 

Oonversatior] with M. Isvolski: British 
counter draft of June 17 ; enclosing 
letter to M. Isvolski on same subioct. 
{Mm.) 

545 

485 

'3 33 


25 June 
{Iiecd.2J\ay) 

Conversation with M. Lsvolski: Arti- 
cle III, Bussian and Afghan frontier 
officials 

1 

1 -547 

486 

11 13 


3 July 
{Need. S July) 

with M. Isvolski: Rus- 
sian attitude to British draft of 
June 17; British position as to 
Afghan foreign relations 

547 

487 

3 3 3 3 

(Tel.) 

8 July 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: Bus- 
sian attitude to British draft of 
June 17. (iir/n.) 

.549 

488 

To Sir A. Nicolson ... 

(Tel.) 

8 July 

British relations with the Amir of 
Afghanistan 

' 550 

489 

33 31 • • 

(Tel.) 

10 July 

Article 111, Bussian and Afghan 
frontier officials . . 

561 

490 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

(Tel.) 

13 July 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: Bus- 
sian attitude to British draft of 
June 17 

1 

551 

491 

33 33 


19 July 

{Need, 23 July] 

Enclosing text of memorandum on 
) views and desiderata of Bussian 
Government in rt'ply to British draft 
of June 17 

1 552 

492 

To Sir A. Nicolson ... 


8 Aug. 

Enclosing text of memorandum on 
British views in reply to Bussian 
memorandum of July 19 

j 

554 

493 

From Sir A- Nicolson 


13 Aug. 
(Need. 19 Aug!, 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: same 
) subject 

556 
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Name. 

Date. 

Main Subject. 

Page 

494 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

(TpI.) 1 

( 

1 

j 

1 

1907. 

17 Aug. 
Becd, 18 Aug) 

1 

Conversation with M Isvolski: Rus- 
sian attitude to same subject; Arti- 
cle II, the Russian and British 
positions as to occupation of Afghan 
territory .. 

557 

495 

J) 51 

(Tcl.) ' 

18 Aug. 

Same subject 

558 

496 

To Sir A. Nicolson 

(Tel.) 

19 Aug. 

Same subject 

558 

497 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

(Tol.) 

19 Aug. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: same 
subject 

558 

49S 

)} » 

(Tel.) 

20 Aug. j 

Russian modifications of British pro- 
posals of August 8 .. 

559 

499 

55 5 5 

(Tel.) 

20 Aug. 

with M. Isvolski: British 
control of Afghan foreign relations 

569 

500 

5 5 55 

(Tel.) 

20 Aug. : 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: Arti- 
cle II : British and Russian positions 
as to occupation of Afghan territory 

560 

501 

To Sir A Nicolson .. 

(Tel.) 

21 Aug, 

Same subject .. 

56] 

502 

5 5 5 5 

(Tol.) 

21 Aug. 

Same subject 

561 

503 

55 55 • • 

(Tol.) 

21 Aug. I 

Article' III, frontier officials 

,562 

504 

From Sir A. Nicolson 


21 Aug. ' 

{lierd.S 8^e,pt) , 

Conversations with M. Isvolski: ques- 
tion of Anglo-Russian discussions in 
event of change of political statues of 
Afghanistan. {Min) 

562 

505 

5? 55 

(Tel.) 

23 Aug. ! 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: Arti- 
cle IL; British influence in Afghani- 
stan 

56.3 

506 

" 55 

(T('l.) 

25 Aug. 

Con 'Tcrsatio/} with M. Isvolski: oppo- 
sition of the Council of Ministers; 
British position as to occupation of 
Afghan territory ; equality of com- 
' mercial treatment in Afghanistan ... 

564 

507 

To Sir A, Nicolson 

, (Tel.) 

26 Axig. 

British n'ply on suim^ subject ... 

565 

508 

From Sir A. Nicolson 


! 26 Aug. 

j(J?ec(i S Sepi) 

i with M. Isvolski: re- 

' view of phases of negotiations on 
! draft conventions. Enclosini^ Text 

1 of proposed note on mmmng of 
equality of commercdal treatment ... 

565 

.509 

75 5 5 

(Tel.) 

1 27 Aug. 

1 

Conversation with M, Isvolski: 
British position as to occupation of 
Afghan territory; equality of com- 
mercial treatment 

568 

510 

5' 75 


28 Aug. 
(Becd. S Sept) 

Conversations with M. Isvolski: 

1 British attitude to same subjects; 
amendments to general preamble. 
Enclosing aide-memoire sent to M. 
Isvolski 

669 

511 

.. 


29 Aug. 
(Ttecd. § Sept) 

Conversations with M. Isvolski: 
same subjects; conclusion of nego- 
tiations. Enclosing note to M. Is- 
volski on meaning of equality of 
commercial treatment ... 

572 

512 

1 55 >5 

[ 16942 ] 

(Tel.) 

29 Aug. 

Summary of Anglo-Russian Convention 
as accepted by Russian Government 

d 

, 573 


[ 16942 ] 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Mam Subject. 

Page 



1907. 



513 

To Sir A. Nicelson ... (Tel.) 

31 Aug, 

1908. 

Consent of Amir of Afghanistan 
necessary before publication of text 
of Anglo-Kussian Afghan Convention 

673 

514 

From Mr. O’Beirne 

19 May 
{Becd. 25 May) 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: events 
on Indo-Afghan frontier. Russian 
reception of Afghan Convention. 
(Mil}.) .. 

574 

515 

,, ,5 

21 May 
(Becd. 25 May) 

Conver.Hnhon with M. Isvolski: same 
subject ... 

575 

516 

From S. A. Nicolson 

(Private) 

19 July 

Prospect of obtaining consent of Amir 
of Afghanistan to the Afghan Con- 
vention; the importance of friendly 
relations with Russia 

576 

517 

J’ 53 

3 Nov. 

{Becd. 9 Nov.) 

Question of consent of the Amir of 
/Afghanistan to the Afghan Conven- 
tion 

576 


Chapter XXIX. 


The Reception of the Anglo-Russian Convention, 


518 

From Sir A. Nicolson (Tel.) 

1907. 



2 Sept. 

Suggested Anglo-Russian communica- 
tion to Persian Government on 
arrangement concerning Persia 

578 

519 

(Tel.) 

2 Sept, 

C-o?i.'umufioH5 with M. Isvolski; and 
M. Gubastov: suggested Anglo- 
Russian communication to Peking 
oh Thibetan convention; its com- 
munication to the Porte. {Mins.) ... 

679 

520 

Sir C. Hardinge to Sir A. 
Nicolson (Private) 

4 Sept. 

The importance of the Anglo-Russian 
Convention; King Edward’s appre- 
ciation of Sir A. Nicolson 

680 

521 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

4 Sept. 
{Becd. 16 Sept.) 

Conversation with M. Gubastov: en- 
closing Text of suggested Angl 0 '> 
Bussian communication to Persian 
Government explaining Arrangement 
concerning Persia 

580 

522 

From Sir E. Goschen 

5 Sept. 
{Becd. 9 Sept) 

Reception in Vienna of Anglo-Russian 
Convention 

582 

523 

33 11 

(Private) 

5 Sept. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: his 
views on the probable effects of the 
Anglo-Russian Convention 

582 

524 

To Sir C. Sprittg-Riee (Tel.) 

7 Sept. 

Anglo-Russian communication to Per- 
sian Government on the Persian 
Arrangement 

584 

525 

J'roni Sir A. Nicolson 

7 Sept. 
{Becd. 16 Sept.] 

Co7wersations with M. Gubastov: 

> same subject; Anglo-Russian com- 
munication to Chinese Government 
on Thibetan Convention; communi- 
cation of the Anglo-Russian Conven- 
tion to the Powers. Enclosing a 
note to M. Gubastov on same subjects 
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No. 

Name. 

Date i 

i 

Main Subject. 

Piige 

526 

Lord Morley to Sir A. 
Nicolson (Private) 

1907. 

7 Sept. 

Congratulations to Sir A Nicolson. 
Probable reception of Convention in 
Great Britain 

587 

627 

From Sir F. Bertie . 

9 Sept. 

[I<euhl08€y)tX 

Co'tiversafjon with M. Clenienceau* 
communication of Convention. (Mm ) 

587 

528 

From Sir C. Spring-Rice 

(Tel.) 

10 Sept. 

Suggested request for adherence of 
Powers to clause of Convention 
respecting integrity of Persia 

588 

529 

i 

J3 1) j 

13 Sept. 

(U)uvn\s<itior with M. Hartwig: en- 
closing Tea’f of Anglo^Ihisfiia'ii coin- 
mmiicatio'n to the Persian €over 7 \~ 
merit on the Persum Arrange men f, 
S epfe ml) er ll, 1907 .. 

m 

530 , 

>3 35 

13 Sept. 

Persian attitude to expected Anglo- 
Russiun arrangement on Persian 
aff ai rs . . 

590 

531 

33 35 

13 Sept. 

Reception in Persian Press of news of 
Anglo-Russian Convention. (Mins,) 

592 

532 

„ ,, (Private) 

13 Sept. 

Difhcultic's in Persia likidy to rcmilt 
from Convention 

3593 

533 

To Sir C. Spring-Uice (Tel.) 

14 Sept. 

British attitude to proposal tor ad- 
herence of Powers to clauJ5(‘ recog- 
nising integrity of Pen’sia 

594 

534 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

14 Sept. 
{lievd.J08epf.) 

(Unnu'r'Sitfion with M, Gubustov: same 
subject. Enclosing Tert of MemO’- 
ramlurn to M, (iuhasfov on same 
sahjeet, September l!l 1907 

3594 

535 

King Edward to Sir A. 
Nicolson i 

17 Sept. 

Appr(‘<*iatioii of Sir A Nicolson's 
mn* vices 

595 

536 

From Sir A. Nicolson (Tel.) 

17 Sept. 

Exi*hang(‘ of rutihiaitions of Anglo- 
Russian Convention : its communica- 
tion to Pow’ers 

696 

537 

To Sir A. Nicolson (Private) 

j 18 Sept. 

Congratulations to Bir A. Ni<‘olHon. 
Results of the Convention 

696 

538 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

! 24 Sept. 

P^ecd.SOFept.) 

Crn/vc'mrfion with the Mushir-ul- 
Mulk: internal condition of Pt'rsia; 
the Anglo-Russian Arrangement. 
(xMin.) 

j 597 

539 

From Sir C. Spring-Rice 

(Tel) 

25 Sept. 

Announcing Anglo-Russian communi- 
cation of Persian Arrangement to 
Persian Government, (il/imv.) 

! 

699 

540 

From Sir F. Lascelles 

1 Oct. 

atecd. 7 Oct.) 

Attitude of German Press to Anglo- 
Russian Convention. (Min.) 

599 

541 

From Sir E. Goschen 

4 Oct. 

{Kecd. 7 Oct.) 

Oomersatiori with M* Isvolski: atti- 
tude of Austria-Hungary to Anglo- 
Russian Convention 

, 600 

542 

From Mr. Cartwright 

8 Oct. 

(Heed. 10 Oct.) 

Attitude of south German Press to 
Convention 

601 

543 

From Sir J. J ordan 

14 Oct. 
(Seed, no Nov.) 

Communication at Peking of Thibetan 

1 Arrangement. Conmrmtion with 
Mr, Liang Tun yen on prohibition of 
scientific missions in Thibet; en- 
closing Teoiri of Memorandum on same 
subfecl * 

603 
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No. j 
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Date. j 

Main Subject. Page 



1907. 



544 

From Sir A. Nicolson 

21 Oct. 
{Becd.SSOct) 

Conversation with Baron Motono: 
European situation j possible isola- 
tion of Great Britain. (Mins.) 

604 

545 

3 ) 33 

23 Oct. 
(Reed. S80et.) 

Audience with Emperor Nicholas II; 
the Anglo-Russian Convention 

606 

546 

3 3 3 ) 

14 Nov. 
(Feed, 25 Nov.) 

Conversation with M. Isvolski: the 
situation in Persia; the reception of 
the Convention in Europe; the Rus- 
sian internal situation... 

607 

547 

From Count Benckendorff.. 

25 Dec. 

1908- 

Russian public opinion as regards the 
Convention 

609 

548 

Extract from Annual Report 

29 Jan. 

Russian relations with Germany ; with 



for Russia, 1907 

(Reed. 3 Fel.) 

Austria-Hungary 

609 

549 

Memorandum on Anglo- 
Russian Convention 

29 Jan. 

Persia; Afghanistan; Thibet 

612 

550 

To Sir A. Nicolson (Private) 

24 Feb. 

British public opinion on same sub- 
ject 

616 


Appendix I. 



1907. 

1 


The Anglo-Russian Conven- 

31 Aug 

FuU Text ofConvenhon between Creat 


tion 

Britain and Russia^ signed August 31, 
1907 

618 



Appendix II. 


~ 

From Mr. Spring-Rice . . 

1903. 

~ 6 Oct. 
(Reed. 9 Oct,) 

Enclosing Text of Fro-memorid on the 
Russo -Afghan boundary guestion. 
(Min.) ... 

621 

Appendix III. 

— 

From Sir C. Hardinge . . 

1906. 

6 J an. 

(Reed. 20 Jan.) 

Anglo-Russian relations 

1 

622 

Appendix IV, 

— 

Enclosure in despatch to 
Sir A. Nicolson 

1907. 

6 June 

Text of British revised draft of Con- 

1 vention concerning Persia 

1 

624 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 

L— THE POWERS AND THE WAR, JUNE-SEPTEMBER 1904. 

* 

[£?D. NOTE , — Full details of Russian policy in the Far Bast, up to the Declaration of War 
by Japan on February 10, 1904, were given in Gooch d Temperley^ Vol. II, Chapter XIII, 
pp. 197-252. A few extracts are given here of the opinions of neutral and interested Powers during 
the first few months of the War.] 


No. 1. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

Tdkid, June 23, 1904. 

F.O. Japan 581. D. 5*40 p.m. 

Tel, (No. 166.) Very Confidential, E. 10 p.m. 

King’s visit to Kiel.(^) 

Japanese Government have received reliable information from several sources 
that the successes which they have so far achieved in the war have been looked upon 
with anything but a friendly eye by Germany. They have also heard, on information 
which they consider very reliable, that the opinion in the highest quarters in Germany 
is that Japan^s ultimate success will be a serious menace to the interests in China 
of all the Western Powers. 

An uneasy feeling prevails, which is shared by a good many Cabinet Ministers, 
that the King’s visit to Germany may be of a political character, and may result in 
a change in the sympathetic feeling and just appreciation which they think prevails 
generally in England with regard to cause for which Japan is fighting. 

Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs told me to-day that he had assured his 
colleagues and some of Japan’s prominent statesmen, who had expressed anxiety on 
this point, that the King’s thorough knowledge of affairs in the Far East, combined 
with His Majesty’s well known good sense, was a guarantee that the visit would be 
absolutely non-political, 

I assured Baron Komura in the most emphatic manner that the visit wae entirely 
of a social and oomplimentai^ character, and in no way political. Anyhow a telegram 
from your Lordship to me in this sense would be usefid. 

(1) [The King arrived at Kiel on June 25 in his royal yaoht, and left for Endand on the evening 
of the 29th. At two banquets <y»pHmentary speeches were made by both the Emperor William 11 
and King Edward, a complimentary speech was also made by the latter at Hamburg. These 
were all made public at the time, and there is nothing in the Archives to suggest that any 
interview of senous importance took place. Sir Sidney Lee: King Edward VH (1927), Yol. 32, 
pp. 292-7, quotes passages from Prince Billow’s account of his interview with King Edward, which 
is not confirmed by anything in the Foreign Office Records, cp, G,F, KIX, I, pp» For 

the Emperor’s views, v, it. p. 189, and My Msmoirs by Ex-Kaiser William II (English 
translation 1922), p. 112,] 
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No. 2. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDo‘nald. 

?.0. Japan 580. Foreign Office, June 24, 1904. 

Tel. (No. 94.J D- 12 -45 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] 1B5 (of June 23). (^) King’s visit to Kiel. 

Apprehensions referred to are groundless. 

M[inister for] P[oreign] A[ffair]’s language to his eolleaguee and your 
observations to him were in strict accordance with the facts. 

You may say so, but your statement should not have the character of an official 
denial. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWABD. 

I entirely assent. 


(1) [u. immediately preceding document.] 


E.R. 


No. 3. 

Sir G. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Bussia 1680. 

(No. 827.) Very Confidential. 8t. Petershurgh, D. June 30, 1904. 

My Lord, E. July 11, 1904. 

I called today on Monsieur Witte at his country house on the islands and as hia 
conversation was remarkable for its refreshing frankness I have considered it worth 
while to report its substance to Your Lordship. (‘) 

Monsieur Witte was employed at the moment of my arrival in revising the memoirs 
of a certain Prince Obolensky, who never rose to any degree of historic fame, but who 
nevertheless was well known for his liberal views and took an active part in the reforms 
which were initiated by the Emperor Alexander II shortly after his accession to the 
throne. Monsieur Witte’s occupation naturally supplied the subject of our conversation, 
and he enlarged for some time on the glorious epoch made in Eussian history during the 
first few years of the Emperor’s reign and the misfortunes which had been entailed by 
his having listened to the reactionary counsels of his advisers during the latter years of 
his life. Upon his alluding to the fact that the reforms in question had followed 
almost immediately after the conclusion of the Crimean war, I asked him whether he 
thought it possible that reforms of some kind might be introduced when peace had 
again been restored. He replied that he thought it not impossible that such might be 
the case, 'but that it depended chiefly upon the Emperor and his surroundings, and a 
great deal upon circumstances which it was quite impossible to foresee. Thus, for 
example, it had been the policy of the Government for the last six years to suppress 
the liberties of Finland, to deprive her of her constitution and to .reduce the Grand 
Duchy to a state of homogeny [sic] with the rest of Bussia. He had always opposed this 
policy but unsuccessfully, and the assassination of General BobrikofE would, he believed, 
prove to be the means of reconciliation aaid pacification. He explained this View by 
informing me confidentially that it had been decided to appoint Prince Obolensky, 
formerly Governor of Kharkoff, as Governor General of Finland, and that although 
during his former governorship he had got into trouble and an attempt had been made 
upon his life, he knew him to be a man of moderate views and to have friends and 
associates among those who deprecated the recent policy of the Government towards 
Finland and advocated more conciliatory methods. So also the unforeseen might play 
a considerable rdle after the war, but it would first be necessary to bring the war to a (*) 

(*) [For M. Witte’s views generally on the war and its origins c. his Mdmoires (1921), Ch. V.] 
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victorious conclusion and to settle upon the terms of peace to he imposed upon Japan. 
He asked me if I thought that His Majesty’s Government or that of the United States 
would at that moment endeavour to interfere in the negotiations which would take 
place. I replied that, although it was impossible for me to say what the views of the 
Government of the United States might be, I could safely say that His Majesty’s 
Government had no desire to interfere unasked unless their existing rights were 
menaced by the proposed terms of peace. 

Monsieur Witte remarked that the phi’ase “ existing rights ” was somewhat vague, 
and might give rise to misunderstanding. If it meant the rights we held in Manchuria 
prior to the Boxer rising in 1900, he believed the Government would be ready to 
guarantee them at once to His Majesty’s Government, since they were limited to the 
treaty port of Newchwang. Since the occupation of Manchuria by the Eussian troops 
that province had become practically a Eussian protectorate, the administration was in 
reality Eussian, and Eussians received a preference in all undertakings and concessions 
that were in prospect. It was impossible that other countries should expect to be on a 
similar footing. 

I reminded Monsieur Witte that a treaty had been concluded with China for the 
evacuation of Manchuria, and that assurances of the intention of the Eussian Govern- 
ment to carry out this measure had been given to His Majesty’s Government on more 
<:haTi one occasion. I added that I knew that His Majesty’s Government laid great 
stress upon the maintenance of our commercial rights and of equality of commercial 
treatment and that I considered it essential, upon the assumption that the Eussian 
arms would ultimately triumph, that the Eussian Government should not ignore these 
points when making terms of peace with Japan. 

Monsieur Witte very frankly stated that, although a treaty for the evacuation of 
Manchuria had been concluded with China, there had never been any serious intention 
of carrying it out, and that since it was for this and for an equality of treatment in 
Manchuria that Japan had gone to war with Eussia he did not think it likely that the 
Emperor would be willing to yield upon these points in the hour of victory. 

I asked Monsieur Witte if he had heard discussed or if he had any idea of the terms 
which the Eussian Government would impose on Japan in the event of a successful 
termination of the war. Monsieur Witte replied that he was of opinion that the nature 
of the terms of peace would depend in the first place upon the Emperor and upon those 
who formed his entourage at that moment. As long as Count Lamsdorff was in oJfioo 
he felt confident that the views and rights of other Powers would be honestly laid before 
the Emperor, but that if at that moment a new Minister for Foreign Affairs had been 
installed he would probably, with the view of maintaining his position, follow the 
example of other Ministers who only advise the Emperor in the sense that they think 
will be most pleasing to His Majesty. Much would depend on the question whether 
the war was brought to an early conclusion by a succession of victories, or whether it 
was indefinitely prolonged and entailed great sacrifices of men and material before being 
brought to a victorious termination. In the latter eventuality he was of opinion that 
greater moderation would be shown than in the former, and as a Eussian patriot he 
asked himself whether it was to the real advantage of his country that the war should 
be brought to an end by a series of victories, and that his country should be for ever 
after burdened by the obligations dependent upon territorial aggrandizement in its most 
distant dominions. In any case apart from the question of the absorption of Manchuria 
and Corea, which was the deeire of certain Chauvinists, opinion was unanimous that 
Japan must be for ever crippled and the predominance of Eussia on the Pacific Coast 
assured. In the same manner that Eussia was precluded by the Treaty of Paris from 
having a fleet in the Black Sea so also would the condition be imposed that Japan 
should have no fleet, and in order to maintain the supremacy of Buseia in the tellow Sea 
it would be necessary that the EuSsians should in addition to Port Arthm? h®M. fortified 
posts at Yongampho [sic] at the mouth of the Yalu and on the S^h East ooast of 
Corea, so as to control the country traversed by the Yalu afid lb hoiiiapmd the Oorean 
straits. “What will you and the Americans say to that? “..he ashbd. 

[16942] B 2 
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I answered that in my opinion such terms would be regarded in Europe as a 
simple act of brigandage and would meet with universal condemnation. It would 
certainly be a new departure in international usage if the victor in a great struggle was 
to seize the moment of victory to despoil his neighbours of their territory, and that 
in view of the conditions upon which His Majesty’s Government had on a previous 
occasion evacuated Port Hamilton the demand for a cession of territory on the coast of 
Corea would in my opinion precipitate that intervention which the Emperor and the 
Eussian Government appeared to deprecate so strongly. 

Monsieur Witte argued that after the sacrifices which Eussia would have made in 
blood and money before the end of the war it could not be expected that the status quo 
of before the war would be maintained and that Eussia should remain without material 
compensation, and that since this compensation could not be procured from Japan it 
would have to be obtained at the expense of her weaker neighbours. He warned me 
that whatever objections His Majesty’s Government might raise to such conditions 
they would not be able to count on the support of France and Germany, but would 
have to rely solely on their own efforts or on the co-operation of the United States. 

I remarked that fortunately we were far from being in the condition of affairs which 
he had foreshadowed, that many and possibly unforeseen events would take place before 
such a crisis could arise, and that in any case I felt certain that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment could count on his moderating influence and advice in the Council of Ministers 
of which he was President. 

Unfortunately neither Monsieur Witte, nor any of the Ministers except perhaps 
Monsieur Plehve, has any weight with the Emperor who is said to be influenced chiefly 
by his surroundings, and more particularly by the Grand Duke Alexander Michailovitch, 
a clever and ambitious man, the husband of the Emperor’s favourite sister, and a 
partisan of Admiral Alexeieff and of the forward policy in the Far East which has 
resulted in the so far disastrous war for the Eussian arms. 

I have, (fee. 

CHAELE8 HAEDINGE. 


No. 4. 

Sir F. Lascelles to the Marquess of Lansdoz^ne,(^) 

P.O. Germany (Prussia) 1594. 

(No. 220.) (jonfidential. Berlin, D. September 23, 1904* 

My Lord, September 26, 1904. 

With reference to my preceding Despatch of yesterday’s date,(^) I have the honour 
to report that Baron von Eichthofen called on me on the 20th Instant to announce that 
he had resumed his duties as Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, In the conversa- 
tion which then took place, His Excellency alluded to the statements recently published 
in the “Times” as to a secret agreement between Germany and Eussia. His 
Excellency could assure me that there was not a word of truth in the statement, 
and that no sort of agreement had been entered into between the two Countries. 

I replied that I had personally not believed in the existence of any definite 
a^eement. It was only natural that Germany should wish to be on the best terms 
with Eussia and I could easily understand that, after the conclusion of the Commercial 
Treaty which was supposed to be so very favourable to Germany, people should have 
jumped at the conclusion that an arrangement of a different sort had been arrived at. 

(^) [Popular alarm in Fngland, as shewn by an artiol© in Vanity FadT on November 17 1904 
raised a war scare in Germany which lasted a few weeks (u, G.P. XIX„ II, ch. 186). There was 
however a real rapprochement between the Kaiser and the Czar over the Dogger Bank incident 
(v G.P. XIX, I, ch. 135). For suggested drafts of a Treaty, u. Kaiser's Letters to the Tsar 
(1920), pp. 123-52.] * 

(2) [Not reproduced. It gives a summary of press articles on Busso-German relations.] 
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Baron von Eichthofen said that it would be found out that the Commercial Treaty 
was not so favourable to Germany as had been supposed, and that under present 
circumstances Mr. de Witte was certainly not the person to whom negotiations of a 
political character would be confided. 

I observed that it was not suggested that Mr. de Witte had been the negotiator, 
but merely that the secret arrangement had coincided in date with the conclusion of 
the Commercial Treaty. 

Baron von Eichthofen repeated that no secret agreement of any kind existed, 
and he regretted the publication in the “ Times ” which could not fail to create a very 
bad impression in Germany. 

I said that I shared his regret and presumed that we must be prepared for a 
polemical discussion in the newspapers in which hard words had been used on both 
sides. I had noticed in one of the German Papers a statement which gave the 
impression that the “ Daily Graphic ” was ofldcially inspired by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and I thought it a pity that such an idea which was entirely at variance with 
fact should be suggested. 

At a subsequent interview with Baron von Eichthofen at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, His Excellency said that he had not yet had time to read the “Times” 
Articles himself but that he would certainly do so, and that then he might perhaps 
ask me to forward to Your Lordship a statement of his views on the subject. 

I replied that I should always be at his disposal for such a purpose, but up till 
now I have heard nothing more from him on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

FEANK C. LASCELLES. 


[ED. NOTE.— Sir Charles Hardinge’s despatches dealing with the internal situation are 
omitted as having no special bearing on the international situation. They generally record the 
unrest in Russia as a result of the war and depict tho consequent weakness of the Government. 
The first manifesto suggesting internal reform, published by the Emperor Nicholas II on 
December 28, 1904, was reported by Sir Charles Hardingo the next day to have been ‘‘ unfavourably 
received."] 


II.— THE DOGGER BANK INCIDENT (THE ATTACK ON HULL 
FISHING BOATS BY THE RUSSIAN BALTIC FLEET), 
OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1904. 


[ED. NOTE . — V. G.P. XIX, I, ch. 134, and ch. 135 for Euaso-German negotiations relating 
to the coaling of the Baltic Fleet, and Kaiser’s Lstters to the Tsar (1920), p. 128 sqq.] 


No. 6. 

Messrs. Jackson and Co. to the Marquess of Lansdowne.O 
F.O. EuBBia 1729. 

Tel. Hull, October 23, 1904. 

We act (for) KelBall Brothers and Beeching Ltd. owners Gamecock steam 
fishing-fleet comprising about 50 steam fishing vessels. Shortly after midnight Friday 
21st in8t[ant] Eussian Baltic Fleet fell in with them whilst fishing in the North Sea. 
First portion Eussian passed safely, major portion Eussian fleet aftdr turning search- 
lights on British fishing vessels for some time opened fire; steam- trawler “ Crane ” 
sunk, decapitated bodies skipper and mate landed here, other members crew more or 


(1) [Published with a shght alteration in A. d P. (1906), OIII, (Cd. 2350), p. 377.1 
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’ess dangerously injured: steam-trawlers '‘Moulmein and Minnow arrived 
seriously damaged by sbot : steam-trawler Wren reported sunk witn^ all hands . 
our doctor Jackson accompanied by Mr. Beeching and informants coming London 
to-nights mail arriving Great Northern Hotel about 3 o clock MonUdayJ . will call 
upon you to-morrow morning. 

Sending similar tel[egrams] ^[oreignj 0[ffice] and Admiralty. 

(Tel[egram]s : Lex. Hull.) 

MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 

A most dastardly outrage. 


No. 6. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Hardinge.(^) 

F.O. Eussia 1729. Foreign Office, October 24, 1904. 

Tel. (No. 174.) _ D- 6-35 v.u. 

Information has just reached us to the effect that on the night of the 21st instant 
the “ Gamecock” steam fishing fleet of Hull while engaged in fishing off the Dogger 
Bank in the North Sea were suddenly and without the slightest warning fired upon 
by the Kussian Baltic Fleet. At least one vessel was sunk, two persons are known 
to have been killed besides a number seriously wounded but several vessels belonging 
to the fishing fleet are reported missing and it is impossible at present to ascertain 
the total number of casualties. 

It is stated that fire was opened after a change of fleet formation which was 
apparently ordered by signal and that this fire was maintained for a considerable time. 
The whole action would seem to have been of the most deliberate character. 

After the firing ceased the Kussian Fleet continued their voyage without making 
the least attempt to save life or to ascertain what damage had been done. 

One small vessel remained on the scene of the occurrence for about six hours 
and then steamed after the fleet also without making any effort to save life. The 
fishing vessels had all their distinguishing lights burning, in accordance with 
international regulations, presumably well known to Kussian Naval Authorities. They 
were lit up by the search lights of the Kussian Squadron and nothing but the meet 
culpable negligence could have led to their being mistaken for anything but what 
they were, a peaceful fishing fleet engaged in their ordinary occupations. 

' Inform Count Lamsdorff of what has occurred and say that it is impossible to 
exaggerate the indignation which has been provoked. It is aggravated by the 
callousness of the Russian Commanding Officer, who must have known before resuming 
the voyage that his fleet had fired upon and seriously injured innocent and defenceless 
people. 

It will be the duty of His Majesty’s Government to require (ample apology)(®) 
and complete and prompt reparation as well as security against the recurrence of such 
intolerable incidents. They prefer however not to formulate their demands until they 
have received the explanations which the Russian Government will no doubt hasten 
to lay before them. The matter is one which admits of no delay. 

MINUTE BY KING EDWARD. 

Affair ove^d . — E,R. 

(1) [Paraphrased in A. d P. (1906), CIII, {Gi. 2860), pp. 377-8.] 

(^) [The words in round brackets were added by King Edward aaid are initialled “ B.B.”] 
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No. 7. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.{^) 

St. Petershurgh, October 24, 1904. 

r.O. EuBsia 1729. 

Tcl (No 146 ) P-M. 

Telegrams reporting a dastardly attack on British fishing-vessels in the North 
Sea reached here this morning, but have been suppressed by the Censor. 

I called this afternoon on Count Lamsdorfi, and asked if he could give me any 
explanation of what had happened. He replied that he knew nothing beyond what 
had appeared in the press telegrams, but that he had already addressed inquiries to 

the Ministry of Marine. . j.- j xi, x 

I pointed out to his Excellency the extreme gravity of the situation, and that, 

if it was proved that circumstances had occurred as reported in the telegrams, the 
action of the squadron could only be regarded as an unqualified and brutal outrage. 
Public opinion in England would in that case be very justly incensed, and, although 
I had so far received no instructions from your Lordship, I urged him as a friend, 
and not as His Majesty’s Ambassador, with a view to maintaining^ friendly relations 
between the two countries, to make a prompt declaration that if on inquiry the 
Commander of the fleet was proved to have been at fault, he would be severely 

punished, and full reparation made. ^ 

Count Lamsdorff said, in reply, that the news had filled him with horror; that 
at present the only information in his hands was that given by panic-stricken fisher- 
men. He could not admit that their depositions were correct, and he was waiting for 
explanations from the Commander of the squadron. He could assure me, however, 
that the Government would not tolerate for a moment any action on the part of their 
naval officers such as had been suggested, that a full inquiry would be made, and that 
such action would meet with prompt punishment and full reparation to those who had 
Bufiered by it. He felt confident that some terrible misunderstanding had arisen, 
which could not be solved until an inquiry had been made. 

I reminded his Excellency that we had had an unfortunate example of the difficulty 
experienced by the Eussian Government in communicating with their ships, and that 
it would be impossible to let the situation created by this deplorable incident drag on 
indefinitely, and I remarked that it seemed to me very strange that the fleet, having 
committed their work of destruction, should have continued their voyage without regard 
for the sufferers, and without reporting the occurrence from the telegraph stations on 

either side of the Channel. ^ r a i 

Count Lamsdorff made the extraordinary statement that perhaps a report had been 
received and had not been communicated to him by the Ministry of Marine, but that 
he expected to have full details shortly from the Admiralty. 

MINUTE. 

Sir 0. Hardinge acted with great promptitude and his language was well chosen. Approv^ it. 
(’) [Paraphrased with soma omissions in A. d P. (1906), OIII, (Od. 2860), p. 878.] 


No. 8. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Hardinge. 

E.O. Eussia 1729. 

<No. 374.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 24, 1904. 

I asked the Eussian Charg§ d’ Affaires to call upon lUe afternoon, and 
-enquired of him whether he had any information to give with fegat'd to the attack 
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made on the 21st instant by th*e Eussian Baltic Fleet upon a part of the North Sea 
fishing fleet. M. Sazonow said that be had not yet received any information on the 
subject. He could only himself conjecture that the incident, which he deeply 
deplored, was due to an unfortunate mistake. The Eussian Government had received 
numerous reports to the effect that Japanese agents were visiting this country for the 
purpose of organising attacks on the Baltic Fleet, and in these circumstances it was 
perhaps not unnatural that the captains of the Eussian ships should have been 
alarmed at finding these vessels in close proximity to their men of war. I asked 
M. Sazonow whether there was the slightest evidence to show that the Japanese had 
really been making preparations in this country or elsewhere for an attack of the 
kind, and whether, if the vessels had really been Japanese Torpedo Boats, they would 
have displayed the lights which, as we knew, were exhibited by the trawlers at the 
time when they were fired upon. M. Sazonow said that he imagined that if any 
attempt of the kind had been made by Japanese vessels they would have endeavoured 
to simulate innocent fishing-boats. (^) I recapitulated to him the facts as stated in 
my telegram to you No. 174, (-) of this day’s date, dwelling particularly upon the fact 
that fire was opened by the ships of war after a change of formation, apparently 
ordered by signal, and that the whole attack seemed to have been of the most deliberate 
character. I also said that the prevalent feeling of indignation had been greatly 
strengthened by the callousness which the Eussian Naval Commanders had exhibited 
in leaving these wretched fishermen to their fate. It was, to my mind, inconceivable 
that the officers commanding the Fleet shoald not have discovered their mistake 
before proceeding on their voyage. M. Sazonow said that it was useless for him to 
offer conjectures as to the circumstances, and that he imagined that the Eussian 
Government would desire to be supplied with a report from the Fleet before attempting 
to address any observations to His Majesty’s Government upon the subject. I replied 
that, although there might be some doubt in regard to matters of detail, the main 
facts were established beyond dispute. The bodies of the dead sailors had arrived in 
port. The case was one calling for prompt and adequate reparation, and I earnestly 
hoped that such reparation would he spontaneously offered by the Eussian Govern- 
ment. Of this I felt sure, that if an attempt were made to fence with the question, 
public feeling here would become uncontrollable. Mr. Sazonow promised to telegraph 
to St. Petersburg the substance of my observations, and he also told me that the 
Ambassador was to return to this country tonight and would, no doubt, be glad to 
call upon me tomorrow. 

Although unwilling to make any damaging admissions, M. Sazonow was evidently 
much distressed. (®) 

I am, &e. 

L[ANSDOWNB]. 

MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 

A'p'p\Tove^d. — E,R, 

(^) [It was subsequently ascertained that there were no Japanese, British, French, German 
or Scandinavian torpedo boats anywhere near.] 

P) [i;. supra, p 6, No. 6.] 

(®) [This sentence is omitted in A. P. (1905), GUI, {Gd. 2350), p. 379.] 


No. 9. 

^ir E. Monson to the Marquess of Lansdotme. 

F.O. Russia 1729. 

(No. 551.) Paris, D. October 24, 1904. 

My Lord, R. October 25, 1904. 

I have thought it useful to resume briefly the opinions expressed and the 
attitudes adopted by the various sections of the French Press with regard to the 
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sinking of British Fishing vessels in the North Sea by the Russian Baltic 
Fleet C) 

To sum up : Tho Paris Press, with one or two unimportant exceptions, would 
seem to have determined that the best way of burying other people’s hatchets is to 
shut its own eyes. 

Its silence may be due to stupefaction, or — less probably — to discretion. But, 
as a rule, when journals of all shades of opinion refuse to work a mine so rich in 
“copy,” it is because they do not want to do so. 

I have, &c. 

EDMUND MONSON. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 

The attitude of the French Press is most unsatisfactory. 

~ E.R. 

(1) [It has been thought unnecessary to reproduce the quotations, which are typical of the 
French press at the time.] 


No, 10, 

Sir C. Bardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

St. Petershvrgh, October 25, 1904. 

F.O. Eussia 1729. D. I’T a.m. 

Tel (No. 14S.) R- 7-80 a.m. 

My immediately preceding telegrams. 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs are giving out that they regret very much the 
incident which has occurred, of which they have no official information, but that if 
press information is correct, full reparation will be given. 

Ministry of Marine, who are thoroughly alarmed as to possible results, are using 
the same language. 


No. 11. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. O 

St. Petershurgh, October 25, 1904. 
F.O. Eussia 1729. D- 6-46 p.m. 

Tel (No. 152.) _ E- p-M. 

Count Lamsdorff has just been to Embassy charged with a message from the 
Emperor. 

H[iB] M[ajesty] having received no news from the Admiral in command of the 
Baltic Fleet can only attribute the unfortunate incident in the North Sea to a 
regrettable misunderstanding. In view however of the sad loss of life the Emperor 
wishes to (? express to) the King and H[ie] M[ajeBty’s] Gov[6mmen]t his sincere 
regrets and to state that as soon as the cireumstancee surrounding the incident have 
been cleared up H[is] M[ajeBty] will take the necessary measures of reparation to 
those who have suffered. 

(') [Parapliraied, wiili the onoiseion of the last, ■fliree paragraphs, in 4- 4 -P. (1906), OIII^ 
(Od. 2850), p. 880.] 
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Count LamsdorfiE wished me ac the same time (?to express to) Y[our] 
L[ordship] his own sincere regrets for an incident which to him seems 
incomprehensible. 

His Exc[ellenc]y further stated that the Emperor had given special orders to the 
C[ommander]-in-C[hief] to telegraph direct to His Majesty everything that happened 
together with arrivals and departures but that not a single telegram has been received 
by H[is] I[mperial] M[ajesty] or by Ministry of Marine. He added that he would 
not lose a moment in communicating to me any information which might arrive 
from the Admiral. 

I took the opportunity of carrying out instructions contained in your tel[egram]s 
Nos. 174(^) and 175(®) of yesterday. 

Erom what was told to Naval Attache this morning by Chief of Naval Staff it 
appears that they have no information of whereabouts of Baltic Fleet and no means 
of communicating with the Admiral. 

(^) [d. supra, p. 6, No. S.] 

C) [This telegram was as follows : “ My Tel. No- 174. Inform Eussian Gov[emmen]t that 
several trawlers from Milford Haven and Fleetwood are fishing ofi Finisterre, Oporto and Vigo.” 
F.O. Eussia 1729.] 


No. 12. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Hardinge.O 
F.O. Eussia 1729. 

(No. 375.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 25, 1904. 

The Eussian Ambassador arrived in London last night and asked me to receive 
him this morning. He told me that he had not yet received any instructions from the 
Eussian Government with regard to the North Sea incident. It was indeed almost 
impossible that he should have received such instructions, for he understood that, 
although the occurrence had taken place on the night of the 21st instant, we had not 
heard of it until yesterday, (^) and the Eussian Governm[en]t could scarcely have heard 
of it sooner. His Excellency added that he had already telegraphed to St. Petersburg, 
and that he felt sure that the deepest regret would be felt and expressed' in Eussia by 
the Emperor, the Government, and indeed everyone throughout the country. He would 
take upon himself to say that no difficulty would be experienced in regard to the 
question of compensation. The question of responsibility was more complicated. It 
would be difficult to establish without a full report from the naval authorities, and this 
might take time; but I might depend upon it that no pains would be spared to 
ascertain where the blame lay. 

I told His Excellency that the Prime Minister had arrived from Scotland this 
morning, and that I was to confer with him immediately, and that it might, in the 
circumstances, be better that I should not at this moment present to him anything 
purporting to be a full and complete statement of our demands. It seemed to me 
however self-evident that they would fall under the following heads. — ^We should, in 
the first place, expect an ample apology and disclaimer from the Eussian Government. 

In the second place, I could not doubt that they would offer the fullest reparation 
to the sufferers. I assumed that upon these two points there could be no room fof 
doubt. 

Thirdly, it would be indispensable that a searching enquiry should be instituted 
with a view to ascertaining who was to blame for what, upon the most favourable 
construction, could only be regarded, not only as a blunder, but as a culpable blunder. 

(1) [Published with a slight alteration in 4. P. (1995), OIII, (Cd. 2360), pp. 880-1.] 

(S') [The news of the incident reached the Foreign Office on October 23, v. supra, pp. 5-6, 
Nos. 6-6.] 
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As to this, I thought we should be justified in asking that we should be given an 
opportunity of satisfying ourselves that the case of the sufferers was properly put 
forward and taken into consideration by the Court. It followed that we should expect 
the adequate punishment of the persons, whoever they might be, who proved to be 
responsible. But besides this, it would no doubt be om- duty to satisfy ourselves that 
security was given to us against a repetition of such incidents. The only defence as 
yet put forward, and indeed the only conceivable defence was that the Eussian naval 
ofideers had bond fide believed that these innocent fishermen were Japanese agents in 
disguise. The Eussian Fleet had acted upon this assumption in spite of the fact that 
the trawling fleet was upon ground which it habitually frequented, and displayed all 
the signals required by the international regulations in force. If, in such circum- 
stances, innocent people were fired upon, on the assumption that they were Japanese 
in disguise, who would be safe, and what was to prevent the Eussian Fleet, during its 
long journey to the Far East, from carrying death and destruction with it throughout 
its course? 

Count Benckendorff said that he felt sure that no difficulty would arise, either as 
regards the question of apology or as to that of compensation. As he had already 
said, every efiort would be made to place the responsibility for these acts upon the 
right shoulders, and he saw no reason why we should not be given a full opportunity 
ot bringing forward such evidence as seemed to us material. With regard to the 
recurrence of such incidents, he could not himself believe that it was possible, but he 
felt sure that the Eussian Government would be ready to take every precaution for this 
purpose, and to issue instructions that for the future any suspicious cases should be 
dealt with with the greatest circumspection. 

I again impressed upon His Excellency the need of prompt action. Unless it were 
taken by the Eussian Government, we should certainly be obliged to take our own 
measures for guarding against a repetition of these acts. His Excellency promised to 
telegraph the substance of my observations to the Eussian Government. 

I am, &c. 

L[AN8D0WNE]. 


No. 18. 

The Marquess of Lansdovme to Sir C. Hardinqe.(^) 

F.O. Eussia 1729. 

(No. 377.) 

1 , . , Foreign Office, October 26, 1904. 

Shortly before midnight last night 1 received from the Eussian Ambassador a 
note, of which a copy is attached to this despatch. I addressed to him a reply at 
eight o’clock this morning, of which a copy is also enclosed. At eleven o’clock His 
Exc6ll6iicy called upon tne and explained that Count Lamsdorfl’s telegram quoted in 
his note was not an answer to a long telegram which he had despatched yesterday after 
his interview with me. The latter did not leave London till nine p.m. yesterday. This 
no doubt, said H[i 0 ] E[xcellency], explained why some of the points upon which I 
had so much insisted were not referred to by Count LamsdorfE. I might indeed 
regard both his tele^am and that which the Emperor had addressed to the King as 
spontaneous expressions of regret. His Excellency then discussed, with me some 
^f the points dealt with in my letter of this morning, upon which he proposed to 
found a further^ telegram to the Eussian Qovemtoent. He was however prepared 
to take upon himself to say that measures had already been undertaken for the 
purpose of intercepting the Eussian Fleet — whether at Vigo or elsewhere he could 

« ^aaxea are pubHahea, with sotae omlasfom, in A, 6 P, (1906) 

{ 1 / 4 , pf. V VT 
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not say. He was also prepared to authorise me to express at once the profound regret 
of the Eussian Government for this deplorable incident, which they attributed to a 
disastrous mistake due to the apprehension of an attack by Japanese vessels in 
disguise. He might also say that an enquiry into the facts had been at once opened 
by the Eussian Government and is being proceeded with. He took some exception to 
my stipulation that we should be given an opportunity of satisfying ourselves that 
the investigation is full and complete, saying that he thought these words might be 
interpreted as giving us “ control” over the proceedings, but he saw no objection 
to the presence of legal repr[esentative]s of H[is] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment]. He 
preferred to await further instructions before authorising me to say that the enquiry 
would deal with the question of responsibility with a view to the punishment of the 
guilty persons, but he felt himself no doubt that this was the case. He also felt sure 
that the necessary instructions would be issued, warning the ofidcers of the Fleet to use 
the utmost circumspection in dealing with suspicious cases — ^instructions which would 
be of a kind which would render impossible any repetition of the North Sea incident. 
I begged His Excellency to telegraph at once upon these latter points. I said that 
ir seemed to me absolutely necessary that an official statement should appear in the 
newspapers to-morrow, and that unless it was complete, and dealt with the whole 
of the points upon which I had insisted it would be worse than useless. I also dwelt 
upon the need of prompt measures to intercept the Fleet. If it were allowed to 
continue its journey without calling at Vigo, we might find ourselves at war before 
the week was over. I took the opportunity of calling H[is] Efxcellency’s] attention 
to the communique which appears in today’s papers as to the concentration of the 
British Fleet at Gibraltar and elsewhere. His Excellency had not seen this statement. 

Count Benokendorff called upon me again in the evening at my request. I 
told him that the telegram which I had received from you made me doubt whether the 
Eussian Government was really taking effectual steps to intercept the Fleet at Vigo 
with the object of instituting an enquiry as to the responsibility for the North Sea 
incident. Count Benckendorff said that he felt sure that the intention of the Eussian 
Government was to obtain full information upon this point from the Admiral. I said 
that I trusted there would be no misapprehension upon this point. We coiild not 
admit that the Eussian Fleet should be allowed to proceed upon its voyage, carrying 
with it the persons who were responsible for the North Sea incident : their departure 
would not only enable them to elude justice but would also render it impossible to 
obtain conclusive results from the enquiry which the Eussian Government had 
promised to undertake. It was my duty to tell him that unless our demands in this 
respect were complied with, it might be necessary for us to take measures for the 
purpose of enforcing them. I said that the Prime Minister was to make a most 
important speech on Friday evening, and would of course have to deal with this 
question. I trusted it would be possible for him to make a satisfactory announcement, 
and if he were able to do so the excitement which was now running high in this 
country would no doubt subside; but if, on the contrary, he were only able to 
say that we had received expressions of regret and promises -of compensation, he 
would have to add that we adhered to our full demands and were determined not to 
abandon them. I was sure that he would prefer to avoid the use of language which 
could not be regarded as otherwise than menacing. 

After a long discussion His Excellency drafted in my presence a telegram of 
which he has allowed me to make a note : it was to the following effect — ■ 

“My telegrams of yesteraay and today are regarded by the British Govern- 
ment as implying that the Admiral in command of the fleet will designate the 
officer or officers responsible for the North Sea incident by means of a summary 
investigation, which would not take more than a few hours. These officers wouW 
subsequently have to be subject to a thorough investigation at St. Petersburg. 
Their immediate return to Bussia is therefore involved. Their immediate trial 
Is considered by the British Government as an absolute condition of the peaceable 
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termination of the incident (I’appaisement pacifique de I’incident), and the British 
Government objects to the officers responsible being allowed to continue their 
campaign before judgment. Lord Lansdowne assures me that in an analogous 
case the British Government would not hesitate to act in this manner. The 
situation here is complicated by the fact that the Prime Minister will make a 
ministerial statement on Friday next, and it will be impossible for him to avoid 
pronouncing himself definitely. 

His Excellency told me that he had received from the Coroner at Hull an 
intimation that the inquest was to be held on the 2nd of November, but that it might 
he adjourned if the Eussian Government desired that any of their officers should be 
examined as witnesses. I suggested that it might be desirable that the evidence of 
any officers who might be sent home from the fieet should be taken. I also said that 
Hi's Majesty’s Government would be glad to give facilities for a representative of 
the Eussian Government to attend the proceedings in the Coroner’s Court. We should, 
as I had already explained, expect to be allowed to send a British representative to 
watch the proceedings at St. Petersburg. 

I am, &c. 
L[ANST)OWNE]. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 13. 

Count Benckendorff to the Marquess H>f Lansdowne. 

Cher Lord Lansdowne, Londres, 12/25 Octolre 1904. 

Je re^ois ce eoir un tdlSgramme du 0[om]te Lamsdorff, qui me dit que le Ministre 
de la Marine, a son regret, n’a encore requ aucune information directe au sujet du 
maleneontreux incident parvenu dans la Mer du Nord entre I’escadre Euese et la 
flotille de piche Anglaise. 

II ajoute que les pdripSties dont rendent compte les tdldgrammes des agences ne 
peuvent trouver d’autre explication que celle d’un deplorable malentendu, et qu’S, peine 
les faits se trouveront eiucidds (lee mesures h cet effet sont ddja, prises par I’Amirautd 
Imp[eria]le) une indemnite la plus complete possible est garantie aux vietimes. 

Le 0[om]te Lamsdorff termine en me ehargeant de Vous exprimer sans plus de 
retard, le plus profond regret du Gou[v6memen]t Imperial du ndfaste incident dont ces 
pScheurs anglais ont etd la victime. 

Veuillez, &c. 

BBNCKENDOEFF. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 13. 

The Marquess of Lansdoumc to Count Benckendorff. 

Foreign Office, October 26, 1904. 
My dear Ambassador, D. 8 a.m. 

I am much obliged to you for your note which reached me last night. 

It justifies me in announcing that the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t have expressed their 
profound regret for the attack perpetrated by the Eussian fleet on the British trawlers, 
that measures have already been taken to institute an enquiry into the facts, and that 
as soon as these have been elucidated ample compensation will be made to the 
sufferers. 

You will however pardon me for saying that this is not enough. As I mentioned 
to you yesterday it is absolutely necessary that the Eussian Gov[emm€n]t should 
ascertain who are the persons responsible for this unprovoked attack on British 
fishermen and that we should be able to say that the Gov[ernmen]t enquiry will be 
directed to this object also, and that the guilty persons will receive exemplary 
punishment. We shall also expect to be given every facility for bringing forward 
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evidence in support of our case and satisfying ourselves that the investigation is full 
and complete. 

It is not less necessary that we should be able to announce that measures have 
been taken by the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t to render impossible the recurrence of such 
incidents. 

The only defence which has been advanced is that the panic stricken officers who 
ordered the attack considered, and presumably still consider, that they are justified in 
treating as an enemy any innocent craft which they may meet on their voyage to the 
Far East, on the mere suspicion that it may be a Japanese vessel in disguise. 

I need not dwell upon the kind of results which such a condition of mind might 
produce. 

I hope you will telegraph to your Government at once and ask them to authorize 
you to reassure us on both these points. 

It seems to me, I must say absolutely incomprehensible that the officers of the 
fleet should have left your Minister of Marine without information as to so grave an 
event, that the fleet should be pursuing its way to the East carrying with it all those 
who are able to give an account from your point of view of occurrences which surely 
call for prompt and searching investigation, and that the Minister should apparently 
be without the means of communicating with it expeditiously. I presume that an 
effort is being made to intercept it with a view to at least obtaining from the authors 
of the attack such explanations and such evidence as they may be able to furnish. 
I shall be glad if you will enabla»mG to say that I am right as to this. 

[I have, &c.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 


No. 14. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Hardinge.O 

F.O. Eussia 1729. Foreign Office, October 27, 1904. 

Tel (No. 183.) D- 6 p.m. 

My telegram No. 181 (of to-day). 

I have told Eussian Ambassador officially that we are wholly unable to accept 
Admiral’s explanation, and that it will certainly not carry conviction in this country. 
I have informed him of our demands which are as follows : — 

1. Before Eussian Fleet leaves Vigo enquiry to be made by Eussian authorities as 

to persons responsible for attack on fishing fleet. All. these to be left 
behind, as well as any others whose testimony is essential to elucidation 
of facts. 

2. A full enquiry to be held at once as to the facts by an independent Court with 

an international character. Procedure might be that laid down in. 
Articles IX to XIV of Hague Convention, and Commission might be formed 
of naval officers of high rank representing the two Powers concerned and, 
say, three other Powers. 

3. Eussian Government to undertake to punish adequately any persons found 

guilty by Commission. 

In reply to a question by him I said that if these demands were conceded, acute 
character of crisis would disappear, as Eussian Government had already expressed its 
deep regret promised liberal compensation and undertaken to prevent recurrence of 
siinilar incidents. 

(1) [Published with slight alteration in 4. S P. (1905), CHI, (Cd. 2350), pp. 386-7.] 
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No. 15. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lamdowne. 

St. Petershurgh, October 27, 1904. 
F.O. Eussia 1729. D. 8-40 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 160.) Confidential. E. 10 p.m. 

Count Lamsdorff mentioned to me this morning that he had received Count 
Benckendorff’s telegram contained in your telegram No. 180. (^) I gathered that he 
considered the general purport to be humiliating and unacceptable to a Great Power. 
It must be that the Eussian Government are excessively sensitive at the present 
moment of their dignity as a Great Power after the reverses they have suffered. 

After the explanation given by the Eussian Admiral the matter has entered upon a 
new phase and the punishment of responsible officer has now become practically 
impossible. I venture to suggest that a solution of the difficulty might be found by the 
immediate proposal (of joint) enquiries to be made at both Vigo and Hull. 

(^) [Not reproduced. It was expanded in despatch No. 877, which is printed above, pp. 11-13, 
No. 13.] 


No. 16. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Hardinge. (^) 

F.O. Eussia 1729. 

(No. 378.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 27, 1904. 

The Eussian Ambassador asked me to see him this morning at 11 o’clock. 

He told me that he had a remarkable and important communication to make to me. 
Captain Bostrom, the Naval Attach^ to the Eussian Embassy, had sent a private 
telegram yesterday morning to Admiral Eozdjestwensky informing him of the events 
alleged to have taken place in the North Sea on the night of the 2lBt instant. Captain 
Bostrom had received this morning a telegram from the Admiral, despatched from Vigo 
at 9’ 50 P.M., running as follows : — 

“ The North Sea incident was occasioned by the action of two torpedo boats 
which steamed at full speed under cover of the night, and shewing no lights, 
towards the ship which was leading our detachment. It was only after our search- 
lights had been turned on that it was remarked that a few small steam craft 
bearing a resemblance to trawlers were present. 

‘ ‘ The detachment made every effort to spare these craft, and ceased fixing as 
soon as the torpedo boats had disappeared from sight. 

‘ ‘ The Eussian detachment did not include any torpedo destroyers, and nO' 
Eussian vessel of any kind was left behind upon the scene of the incident. It 
follows that the vessel which is declared to have remained in the neighbourhood 
of the email fishing boats until daylight must have been one of the two enemy’s 
torpedo boats, which had only sustained some injuries, the other one having 
been sunk. 

“ Our ships refrained from giving assistance to the trawlers on account of 
their apparent complicity, which they manifested by their persistence in attempting 
to pass through our line. 

“ Some of these trawlers did not show their nasdgation lights for 4 long time, 
and others not at all.” 

(1) [Published with some alterations ajad omissions in A. P. (PJOS), CHI, (Od. 2360). 
pp. 887-9.] ' ' 
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His Excellency said that he had asked, but not yet obtained permission from Count 
Lamsdorff to communicate this telegram to me ofi&cially. In the meantime he could 
only do so on his own responsibility. 

After reading the telegram, I told Count Benckendorff that the version given by 
the Admiral was one which would not carry the slightest conviction with it in this 
country. The statement seemed to me to bristle with improbabilities. How was it 
possible that these Japanese Torpedo Boats should have been found in the middle of the 
North Sea? Where had they come from? What evidence was there to show that they 
existed? Captain Bostrom, who was present at our interview, said that it was scarcely 
possible for the Russian officers to have made a mistake. The steam trawlers were slow- 
going craft, whose appearance left no doubt as to their character. The two Torpedo 
Boats had, on the contrary, been seen going at a great speed. I replied that I had no 
expert knowledge of these matters, but that it was well known that the trawling fleet 
had attached to it a certain number of swift steamers which ply between the fleet and 
our ports, carrying from the former to the latter the daily catch of the trawlers. It 
seemed to me at least possible that these Carriers should have been mistaken by 
panic-stricken officers for Torpedo Boats. 

Count Benckendorff laid much stress upon the' statement that the detachment of 
the Russian Fleet did not include any Torpedo Boats, and that no Russian vessel of any 
kind had remained behind upon the scene of the incident. I asked whether it was not 
the case that the Russian Fleet consisted of fifty or sixty vessels of different sorts, and 
whether it was possible for the Russian Admiral to be sure that one of these had not 
lagged behind. Was he in a position to answer for every ship in the Squadron? 
Captain Bostrom interposed the important statement that, in his belief, the Admiral 
himself was not there, and had derived his information from other officers who were. 

Count Benckendorff asked me whether I did not think that the Admiral’s statement 
entirely altered the situation. I replied that I did not think so. We still demanded a 
thorough investigation with the view to ascertaining where the responeibility lay and 
obtaining the punishment of the culprits. 

Count Benckendorff replied that it was evident that an investigation had already 
taken place. The Admiral had arrived at Vigo early yesterday, and had no doubt 
already instituted an enquiry to supplement any information which he had been able to 
collect during his voyage. 

I replied that the enquiry, if there had been one, must obviously have been of a 
very hurried description, and that it was idle to suppose that we could regard it as 
disposing of the facts of the case. The situation was this — ^We had made representa- 
tions founded upon e'vidence which we believed to be in the main trustworthy, although 
there might be room for doubt in regard to points of detail. There was no doubt that 
these unfortunate men had been killed and their vessels sunk or injured, and that 
they were absolutely innocent. The Russian Grovernment had now put in the counter- 
statement which he had just handed to me, and which, as I had already said, we 
could obviously not accept as conclusive. In such a case there was only one course 
which could properly be followed. The whole case must form the subject of a 
complete and searching investigation, and such an investigation could not take place 
without the presence of the persons who were responsible for the attack upon the 
fishing fleet and thoroughly aware of the cire[um8tance]s under which it took place. 
We adhered to our demand that those persons should be recalled and placed upon 
their trial. 

I begged His Excellency to telegraph at once in this sense to the Russian 
Government, and he said that he would do so. 

His Excellency called upon ine again in the afternoon. I told him that I had 
communicated to the Prime JJlinister and some of my colleagues the telegram which 
he had allowed ihe to see id the morning, and that I had repeated to them the 
observations which I had made to His Excellency during our interview. They had 
approved my language, and regarded Admiral Rojhdestvensky’s explanation as one 
which it was out of the question for us to accept, and which would not be taken 
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seriously in this country. 1 was now in a position to tell His Excellency that in our 
view it was absolutely necessary that before the Russian Fleet leaves "Vigo steps should 
be taken by the Russian authorities to ascertain who were the persons responsible 
for the attack upon the fishing fleet. All these persons should be left behind, as well 
as any others whose testimony was regarded by the Russian Naval Authorities as 
essential to the elucidation of the facts. An enquiry would then be held as to these, 
and in our view such an enquiry could best be entrusted to an independent Court 
possessing an international character. Articles IX to XIV of the Hague Convention 
on International Commissions of Enquiry seemed to us to provide for such an enquiry. 
We were inclined to think that the Commission might in this instance be formed of 
naval officers of high rank representing the two Powers concerned, and, say, three 
of the other Great Powers ; but these were details which might be hereafter discussed. 
It would of course be a sine qud non that we should receive an assurance from the 
Russian Government that they would punish adequately the persons, if any, who 
might be found by the international Commission to have been guilty. His Excellency 
said at once that such an assurance would certainly be forthcoming. He told me 
that he had already telegraphed, as the impression which he had derived from a 
conversation with me, the substance of what I had said to him in the morning. He 
would now confirm this telegram officially. He had made it quite clear that we 
insisted upon a trial, and that this involved the appearance (“ confrontation”) of the 
persons interested and therefore their withdrawal from the Fleet — (” ddbarquement ”). 
He asked me whether he might add that if this demand were conceded the crisis 
would no longer remain acute. I said that as the Russian Government were ready 
to express its deep regret, to promise liberal compensation, and also to assure us that 
precautions would be taken to prevent a recurrence of such incidents, it seemed to 
me that the further demand which we had been discussing was. in effect, the only 
obstacle to an arrangement which would certainly deprive the situation of its present 
acute character. 

[I am, &c.] 

L[ANSDOWNB]. 


No. 17. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office. {^) 


F.O. Russia 1729. 

Immediate. 

_ Admiralty, October 27, 1904. 

With reference to the North Sea incident, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to request that you will inform the Marquess of 
Lansdowne that, from enquiries which have been made, it has been ascertained that 
there were no torpedo boat Destroyers belonging to H[is] M[ajeBty’8] Fleet in the 
North Sea between Friday afternoon (21st instant) and Monday (24th instant). 

I am, &o. 

EVAN MACGREGOR. 

(1) [Published in A. A P. (1906), ODI, (Od. 2860), p. 389.] 


[16942] 


0 
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No. 18. 

Sir G. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lausdowne.O 

St. Petershurgh, October 28, 1904. 
F.O. EusBia 1729. D. 3*46 [p.m.] 

Tel (No. 164.) ^ E. 3*20 [p.m.] 

Count Lamsdorff has just communicated to me following telegram which has been 
sent to Russian Ambassador at London. 

Desiring to throw as much light as possible on what has passed in North 
Sea our august Master considers it useful to submit the scrupulous examination 
of this question to an international commission of enquiry as foreshadowed by 
the Convention of the Hague. By supreme order Your Excellency is invited to 
propose this mode of solution to the British Government.’’ 

Count Lamsdorff adds in his note the hope that this proposal will meet with the 
best reception in London. 

(1) [Paraphrased in A. d P. (1905), CIII, (Cd. 2350), p, 389.] 


No. 19. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office. 

E.O. Russia 1729. 

Immediate and Confidential. 

Sir, Admiralty, October 28, 1904. 

I have to transmit herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, 
deciphers of telegrams which have been sent to the Gommander-in- Chief, 
Mediterranean, Home fleet and Vice-Admiral, Channel fleet, in consequence of the 
outrage committed by the Baltic fleet in the North Sea. 

I am, (Sec. 

EVAN MACGREGOR. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 19. 

Decipher of Telegram No. 361 sent to Commander -in-Chief, Mediterranean, 

25th October, 1904. 


Tel (No. 861.) Admiralty, October 25, 1904. 

Send 6 Battleships and all Armoured Cruisers and all available Destroyers 
immediately to Gibraltar to wait orders. 

Enebsure 2 in No. 19. 

Decipher of Telegram No. 69 sent to Vice-Admiral, Channel Fleet, Gibraltar, 

27th October, 1904. 

Tel (No. 69.) Admiralty, October 27, 1904. 

In consequence of the outrage in the North Sea, H[ia] M[ajesty’s] Government 
have informed the Russian Gbvernment that an immediate and ample apology, full 
reparation, punishment of the responsible Officers, and security against a repetition 
of the offence are expected. 

' It TyiU obviously be necessary for the Russian Government to detain the Baltic 
^ Vigo or in the vicinity for a sufficient time to obtain full information and 
JlisdIrtA who is responsible. 
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We hope that the Eussian. Government will do this without hesitation, lor we 
could not allow the Baltic Fleet to get out of our reach without any attempt having 
been made to satisfy our demands. This is not a case where diplomatic delays can 
be tolerated. 

It may become necessary for you to stop the Baltic Fleet, by persuasion if possible, 
but by force if necessary. 

In order to make your force such that there could be no dishonour to the Eussians 
in yielding to it we are sending you six battleships, four armoured cruisers, and all 
available destroyers from the Mediterranean, but the ships from the Mediterranean 
except the cruisers already detained at Gibraltar can hardly reach you before Tuesday 
next. 

In another telegram you will receive full particulars of Baltic Fleet and what we 
know of its movements. Full instructions will be sent you later without which you 
are not to act, but meanwhile keep touch with the movements of the Baltic Fleet by 
means of your cruisers, so far as you can. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 19. 

Decipher of Telegram sent to Commander-in-Chief , Home Fleet, 27th October, 1904. 

Tel. Admiralty, October 27, 1904. 

Proceed at once to Portland. Eeport when you can leave. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 19. 

Decipher of Telegram sent to Captain (D), “Halcyon," 27th October, 1904. 

Tel. Admiralty, October 27, 1904. 

Assemble the three flotillas at Portland at once. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 19. 

Decipher of Telegram sent to Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean {to Pola), No. 368, 

27th October, 1904. 

Tel. (No. 368.) Admiralty, October 27, 1904. 

Assemble at once all the ships under your command at Malta, except those 
ordered to Gibraltar. Fill up with coal and stores and await further orders. Arrange 
to mask if necessary the Eussian Vessels in Eastern Mediterranean. 


No. 20. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir 0. Hardinge.{') 

F.O. Eussia 1729, 

(No. 379.) 

. Foreign Office, October 28, 1904. 

The Eussian Ambassador called on me this morning at eleven o’clock. 

His Excellency informed me that he had just received a telegram from Count 
Lamsdorff to the effect that telegraphic instructions had been se>nt to Admiral 
Eojhdes^ensky to remain at Vigo until he received further instructions, with the 
vessels in the presence of which the North Sea incident had taken place, with a view 
to the necessary elucidation of the facts. ' 

(») [Published with slight alterations in A. i f>. {%m>, 391-8.] 

[16942] Q 2 
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The Eussian Government were convinced that in these circumstances the Spanish 
Government would not raise any objection to the prolongation of the stay of part of 
the Fleet at Vigo. His Excellency expressed a hope that His Majesty’s Government 
would intimate to the Spanish Government that they would raise no objection to the 
Eussian ships remaining at Vigo for this purpose. I replied that I would instruct Sir 
E. Egerton to this effect. 

His Excellency dwelt upon the great importance of a decision he had announced, 
which would have the effect of avoiding the difficulties which might have arisen had 
the whole Eussian Fleet pursued its voyage immediately. His Excellency told me that 
he had also received telegrams from Count Lamsdorff in which he was instructed to 
ascertain the ideas of the British Government in regard to the manner in which any 
preliminary enquiry which might be held at Vigo should be conducted, and, secondly, 
how we proposed that the subsequent enquiry at St. Petersburg should be organised? 
Count Lamsdorff wished us to understand that he objected to any arrangement which 
would give the British Government “ control” over the proceedings. His Excellency 
explained that these telegrams were none of them in reply to that which he had sent 
yesterday at my instance proposing an investigation of the facts by an independent 
tribunal. I replied that the enquiries which would be instituted at Vigo seemed to me 
to concern the Eussian Authorities whose duty it would be to single out and detain any 
persons who were responsible for the attack on the fishing fleet or whose testimony 
was, in their opinion, necessary for the purposes of the subsequent proceedings. As 
for the Court of Enquiry at St. Petersburg, I had already explained that we only 
desired to be given an opportunity of watching the proceedings and seeing that the 
evidence for the British case was properly put forward. I pointed out however that 
under the proposal which we had lately been discussing the St. Petersburg Court 
could not sit until after the enquiry as to the facts had taken place. 

His Excellency dwelt with much earnestness upon the necessity of treating this 
difficult question in a conciliatory spirit. He trusted that the Prime Minister, in the 
speech which he was to deliver this evening, would give the Eussian Government 
credit for having with the utmost promptitude expressed its regret for the incident, 
and proposed compensation upon the most liberal scale for the sufferers. As for the 
rest, they merely asked to be allowed to wait for the Admiral’s report. They had 
never repelled any of our suggestions (‘‘n’avaient jamais rien repouss4”), and they 
had dealt as expeditiously as possible with our representations. A certain amount of 
delay was however inevitable. It seemed to him that if the Prime Minister was able 
to say something of this sort, and further, that the responsible section of the Fleet 
had been ordered to remain at Vigo pending an enquiry as to the persons who were 
responsible for the attack, that a full and searching enquiry would then be held as to 
the whole of the facts, and that any persons found guilty of misconduct would be 
placed upon their trial and adequately punished, public opinion in this country ought 
to be satisfied. 

His Excellency read to me another telegram which reached him while he wafl in 
my rwm, from Count Lamsdorff, who said he was just going to see the Emperor, and 
that in his own opinion the idea of an International Commission under the Hague 
Convention was an excellent one. 

I told His Excellency that I should not fail to report what he had said to the 
Prime Minister, who would, I felt sure, endeavour to avoid exasperating public opinion 
either here or abroad. 

(^)HiB Excellency called upon me again this afternoon immediately after the sitting 
of the Cabinet, and brought with him a communication, of which he allowed me to 
take a copy, from Count Lamsdorff, which ran as foUows : — 

V V 

“ D6sirant jetter le plus de lumilre possible sur tout ce qui s’est passS 

la Mer du Nord, I’Empereur trouverait utile de d4ferer I’examen scrupuleux de 

(“) [The part ot this despfttoh which follows was submitted to His Majesty Kine Edward who 

marked it “ App[rO'D»3d.—E.E.”] ' . b , 
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cette question a une commission internationale d’enquSte prevue par la Conven- 
tion de la Haye. D’ordre de Sa Majeste, Votre Excellence est invitee a proposer 
ce mode de solution au Gouvernement de Sa Majesty Britannique.” 

I told His Excellency that the question had been carefully examined by the 
(Cabinet, and that the proposal now made by Count Lamsdorff was in accord with that 
which I had yesterday expressed the willingness of His Majesty’s Government to 
accept. It dealt however only with a part of the question before us, and it was 
necessary that there should be no misunderstanding with regard to the remaining 
points. I asked His Excellency whether I had his authority to authorise Mr. Balfour 
to make a statement, should he desire to do so, upon the following lines : — 

‘ ‘ The Eussian Government, on hearing of the North Sea incident, at once 
expressed its profound regrets. The Eussian Emperor telegraphed to the King 
m the same sense. 

“ The Eussian Government also promised the most liberal compensation. 

“They have now ordered the detention at Vigo of that part of the Fleet 
which was concerned in the incident, in order that the Naval Authorities may 
ascertain what officers were responsible for the incident. 

‘ ‘ These officers and any material witnesses will not proceed with the Fleet 
on its voyage to the Far Bast. 

“An enquiry will be instituted into the facts. The Eussian Government 
consider that for this purpose it would be useful to entrust this enquiry to an 
international commission of the kind provided for by the Hague Convention. 

“Any persons found guilty by this tribunal will be tried by the Eussian 
Government and punished adequately. 

‘ ‘ The Eussian Government undertake that precautions will be taken to guard 
against the recurrence of such incidents, and with this object special instructions 
will be issued to the whole Eussian Fleet, so as to secure neutral commerce from 
all risk.’’ 

His Excellency said that I was at liberty so to inform the Prime Minister. 

I may observe that I asked His Excellency at first whether the Eussian Govern- 
ment would supply us with a list of the Eussian vessels which were to be detained at 
Vigo. He expressed his reluctance to ask for this information, but observed that such 
a list would have to be furnished to the Spanish Government, from which we could 
no doubt obtain it. I informed him that in these circumstances I would not press for 
a nominal list of the vessels. I dwelt at some length upon the importance of issuing 
special instructions to the Eussian Fleet with the object of avoiding a recurrence of 
such incidents as that which had occurred in the North Sea. I explained that I urged 
this demand in the interests not only of British, but of neutral commerce generally. I 
referred His Excellency particularly to the statement contained in your telegram 
No. 157 of the 27th inst[ant],(’) from which we learned that the Eussian Admiral had 


(“) [Sir C. Hardinge’s Telegram No. 167 of October 27, 1904), D. 8'60 P.M., E. 6‘15 p.m., quoted 
the text of a telegram sent by the Admiral in Command of the Baltic Fleet at Vigo to the 
Minister of Marine. It was communicated to Sir 0. Hardinge by Count Lamsdorff on the 27th. 
The text was as follows : — 

“ Count Lamsdorfi has invited me to take necessary steps for protection of EngUsh 
fishermen near Vigo. 

The .squadron has met many hundreds of fishermen and has treated them with every 
consideration except in the case when the fishermen were in company of foreign torpedo 
boats on© of which has disappeared and the other, according to deposition of the fishermen 
themselves, remained near them till morning. They took it for a Eusrian ship and were 
indignant that it did not come to help the wounded, but it was of foreign nationality and 
remained till morning to find its consort or to re|)aiv' its dsunages. It evidently feared to 
betray its origin to those who were not its accomplices. If there were alro fishermen on the 
spot who were imprudently drawn into the enterprise I wish to eespress in the name of the 
whole squadron to the unfortunate victims their most sincere regrets. Ill the above-mentioned 
oireumstances no Warship could have acted otherwise even in time of profound neace. ”1 
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reported to the Minister of Marine that ‘ ‘ even in time of peace no warship could have 
acted otherwise” than the Eussian vessels which had attacked our trawling fleet. I 
had noticed apparently authentic statements in the French press to the effect that 
Admiral Eojhdestvensky claimed to have acted in conformity with the instructions- 
given to him at the time of starting. It was stiated that the officers in command of the 
Fleet knew when they left Libau that they had to fire upon every boat that came near 
their Squadron. If instructions of this kind had been issued, and remained in force, 
the presence of the Eussian Fleet was a menace to neutral commerce in any seas 
through which it might pass. We considered it our duty to protest against this 
doctrine, and I was glad to understand from His Excellency that measures would be 
taken with the object of impressing upon the Eussian Navy a very different view of 
their duties as belligerents. 

■ 1 1 am, &c.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 


No. 21. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Monson. 

F.O. Eussia 1729. 

(No. 554.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 28, 1904. 

The French Ambassador, with whom I have been in constant communication 
during the last few days upon the subject of the North Sea incident, called upon me 
this morning. He hafl received private information from the Eussian Ambassador 
that the Eussian Government had consented to stop their Fleet, or a portion of it, at 
Vigo, and also that they took no exception to our proposal that an enquiry should 
be held as to the facts. His Excellency expressed to me the opinion that the first 
of these concessions was of great importance. He earnestly trusted that it would, 
enable us to find a solution of the difficulty. The situation seemed to him very 
serious, but the difficulty of finding a solution ought not to be insuperable. The 
French Government, whom he had kept fully informed, naturally took an intense 
interest in the question. The French held a vast financial stake in Eussia, and there 
was besides the well-known understanding between the two countries. His Excellency 
said that he did not himself know precisely what obligations France had undertaken 
in virtue of that understanding. He did not however believe that if there was a 
collision, France would join Eussia against us, but if a collision occurred, and 
particularly if it were brought on by unreasonable demands on our part, there would 
be a revirement of public feeling, and the .Anglo-French entente could not fail to- 
suffer. It seemed to the French Government that, considering how slow were the 
methods usual in Eussian diplomacy, the Eussian Gov[eimmen]t had upon this 
occasion been prompt in apologizing and offering the promises of reparation. It was 
not altogether unnatural that they should have desired to await the report of their 
Admiral before saying more. That report had now been received, and seemed. His 
Excellency said, to him, to be absurd, although there certainly were some circumstances 
which seemed to require explanation ; he earnestly trusted that the Prime Minister 
would deal with the question this evening in a conciliatory spirit, and would make 
the most of the progress which had already taken place in the direction of a satisfactory 
arrangement. 

[I 

MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 

A'pp[rove]d.—E .R. 


i, &e.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 
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No. 22. 

Sir C. Hardings to the Marquess of Lansdovme. 

St. Petershurgh, October 29, 1904. 
F.O. Euesia 1729. D. 12-54 a.m. 

Tel. (No. 165.) _ E. 8 a.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 183. (‘) I have just had a long conversation with C[oun.]t 
Lamsdorfi. He said that he had not understood from Eussian Ambassador’s tel[egram] 
that Y[our] L[ordship] had made practically the same proposal for an international 
court of enquiry baaed on Hague Convention, but that he gladly accepts this proof 
of Y[our] L[ord8hip]’s readiness to accept proposal made by Emperor and as soon 
as he hears of its formal acceptance he will discuss details of its composition and 
procedure. He advocates that it should be simplified as much as possible. 

Orders have been sent to detain squadron at Vigo and instr[uction]s will be sent 
to detach those of&cers who were in best position to judge what took place. 
Count Lamsdorff declined to discuss question of punishment as he could not admit 
until the results of enquiry were known that guilt attached to any Eussian officers. 
At the conclusion of the enquiry it would be the moment to apportion responsibilities 
and their consequences in whatever direction they might lie. He expressed great 
satisfaction at the peaceful turn given to discussion of this question which he 
attributed to careful moderation of Y[our] L[ordship]’s language since any symptom 
of menace would have been deeply resented and could hardly have failed to produce 
a war which would have been a reproach to the civilization of this century. He 
complained bitterly of the menacing tone of the British press but I pointed out that 
it was intelligible. 


(1) [v. supra, p. 14, No. 14.] 


No. 23. 

The Marquess of Lansdovme to Sir C. Hardinge.{^) 

F.O. Eussia 1729. 

(No. 388.) 

, Foreign Office, October 29, 1904. 

The Eussian Ambaesador called upon me today and told me that he had read 
the speech delivered by the Prime Minister last night at Southampton with much 
interest. Of what His Excellency termed the political part of the speech — that in 
which the attitude and conduct of the Eussian Government were referred to — ^he had 
imt a word of complaint to make. He thought, on the contrary, that it was better 
than he had ventured to expect; but he greatly deplored the passages in which 
Mr. Balfour referred to the Admiral’s explanation of the North Sea incident. 
Mr. Balfour’s tone seemed to him needlessly caustic and offensive. Statements 
solemnly made by high Eussian Naval Authorities were described as mere romances. 
The speech would be regarded as an insult to the Eussian naval uniform. Count 
Benokendorff greatly regretted that Mr. Balfour should have spoken in this manner, 
as he feared that the effect produced by the speech would render it more difficult 
hereafter to deal with any complications which might arise. 

0) [On Ootober 29 th.© Emperor Nicholas H uBexpectedly summoaed Sir 0. Hardinge 
(v. Tel. No. 167 to Lord Lansdowne of Oct. 80, F.O. Euesia 1780), This t^tgrw is not given here 

aa bsing Door© fully r©port©d by a ^©spaftch of Octobfer 31 » u. irciTO.©41©'^^ly ©iu0o©©dliig document.] 
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I expressed my satisfaction at learning that His Excellency "was pleased with 
Mr. Balfour’s references to the Russian Government. I knew that the Prime 
Minister had taken great pains in order to do justice to their attitude. As for the 
references to the Admiral’s explanation, it woultf, to my mind, have been impossible 
for .Mr. Balfour to avoid making it quite clear that we were wholly unable to accept 
it. The Admiral’s explanation was, in effect, an attack upon the manner in which 
we had conducted ourselves as neutrals, and we were bound to repel it and to show 
that it had no foundation. I drew a gi'eat distinction between a refusal to accept an 
explanation put forward by a Russian sador of high rank and a refusal to accept the 
word of the Russian Government. 

I then mentioned to H[is] E[xcellency] a subject which had been much in my 
thoughts. We had fortunately been able to dispose for the moment of the critical 
question which had caused us both so much anxiety during the last few days, and I 
did not see why there should be any difficulty in dealing with the further phases 
of the case. 

I owned however that I lived in dread of new troubles arising. The Russian 
Government had undertaken to issue instructions to guard against the recurrence of 
such events as that of the 21st inet[ant] and I felt sure that they would know how 
to secure compliance with their orders. Count Lamsdorff no doubt realised as 
thoroughly as we did that it had not been without the greatest difficulty that vve had 
avoided a conflict. In endeavouring to do so we had gone as far as we dared — further 
than many of our friends would have liked us to go. I would not, in these 
circumstances, dwell upon the results of a repetition of the North Sea incident. 

There was however another peril against which it was our duty to guard. The 
Russian Pleet was, I understood, about to proceed on its way to the P’ar East, partly 
round the Cape and partly through the Suez Canal. If, during its long voyage, the 
Russian captains considered themselves justified in a wholesale seizure of vessels 
suspected of carrying contraband, public feeling in this country would become 
uncontrollable. Important questions of international law, connected with this subject, 
were at this moment being discussed in no unfriendly spirit between the two 
Governments. It would be deplorable if at such a time a multitude of British prizes, 
were seized upon the assumption that the Russian and not the British interpretation 
of the law was to prevail, and were sent up the Channel and past our shores for 
adjudication in Russian Prize Courts. I asked H[is] E[xc6llency] to say a few words 
upon this subject to Count Lamsdorff if he thought fit. I was not making any 
complaint, or asking for any further pledges, but merely giving a friendly warning 
in the interest of those good relations which Count Lamsdorff was, I knew, as anxious 
to preserve as I was myself. 

Count Benckendorff observed in reply that in his belief the instructions already 
issued by the Russian Naval Authorities rendered it highly improbable that numerous 
or arbitrary seizures would be made. His own impression was that the Fleet would 
proceed to its destination as rapidly as possible without troubling itself about searches 
for contraband. He promised to write to me upon this subject. 

[I am, (fee.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 
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No. 24. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1730. 

(No. 54S.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. October 31, 1904. 

My Lord, E. November 8, 1904. 

I have the honour tO' report to Your Lordship that I received at a late hour on 
the evening of the 29th instant a notification from Count Lamsdorff that His Majesty 
the Emperor desired to receive me the following day in private audience during the 
afternoon. 

On my arrival at the Palace of Tsarskoe Selo I was immediately received by the 
Emperor in his private study in a most gi-acious manner. 

His Majesty having told me to sit down on a chair placed close to him at 
his writing table, said that he had sent for me to have a good talk in a frank and 
open way, and begged me to be equally frank with him. 

His Majesty began by expressing his deep regret and sorrow for the loss of 

life and the sufferings of the fishermen and their families owing to the most 

unfortunate and unexpected incident which had occurred in the North Sea. Although 
it had been anticipated that attacks on the Baltic fleet by paid Japanese Agents 
were not improbable, it had never occurred to anybody for an instant that the lives 

and safety of the English fishermen on the North Sea would be in any way 

compromised by the measures taken for the protection of the squadron from Japanese 
machinations. As for pecuniary compensation to the many sufferers he could assure 
me that it would be given on the most liberal scale, in fact anything that was asked 
would be given. He had noticed that Their Majesties the King and Queen had made 
gifts of money to the sufferers and their families, and he and the Empress were 
equally desirous of showing their sympathy and asked me if I thought that he could 
do so now. 

I replied that although I felt sure that His Majesty’s generous idea would 
be much appreciated in England, still I was of opinion that it would be wiser to 
defer its execution until a moment of greater calm, since it would present an 
opening for cynical allusions in the press which would naturally be resented here, 
and which would at the same time caxrse pain both to the King and to His Majesty’s 
■Government. His Majesty said that he quite understood, and begged me to let him 
know through Count Lamsdorff the proper moment for showing his and the Empress’ 
sympathy with the sufferers. 

His Majesty continued that he had two complaints to make. 

Firstly, the attitude of the English press had been threatening and over hasty. 
'They had at once accepted the statements of the fishermen, and without admitting 
the possibility of any explanations of the incident which had occurred, they had 
demanded the condemnation and punishment of officers of the fleet before they had 
had an opportunity of being heard. 

Secondly, the extensive naval preparations which the actual circumstances of the 
case did not appear to warrant, and which were of a distinctly provocative character. 
“What,” His Majesty asked, “would people in England have said if, in answer 
to these naval preparations, I had ordered the mobilization of the Black Sea fleet 
and of the Caucasian and Turkestan Army Corps, which I should have been quite 
justified in doing, and what would have been the present position of this question?” 
His Majesty added that, anxious as he had been to know what really had 
occurred in the North Sea, he knew that he would have to wait patiently until 
the arrival of the fleet at Vigo, since, owing to the difference in foreign codes and 
the consequent difficulty of communicating by wireless telegraphy, the Admiral had 
been unable to communicate with St. Petersburg from the different telegraph stations 
on the shores of the channel. 

I told His Majesty that I believed the naval preparations were somewhat 
•exaggerated by the press, and that although the attitude of some of the organs of 



the English press had, I admitted, been somewhat unnecessarily defiant in tone, it. 
must be remembered and taken into account that the whole of the British nation 
had been stirred from its very depths by the news of the tragedy in the North Sea. 
As His Majesty knew, any control of the English press was quite beyond the power 
of His Majesty’s Government, and the press had reflected- the feelings of the 
masses who recognized that no question of polities was involved, but that some 
of their brothers and fellow workmen while in pursuit of their innocent vocation had 
been killed and injured, and they called on the Government for protection and 
reparation. The Government who must naturally be influenced to a certain extent by 
public opinion had uttered no menaces, but after reporting what had occurred had 
asked for explanations of the action of the Baltic fleet, intimating at the same time- 
that it was a matter of which the settlement did not admit of delay. 

Bfls Majesty assented as to the attitude of His Majesty’s Government, but said 
that the press had now become a tyranny which in foreign politics was capable of great 
mischief and from which it was difficult to escape. 

As to the, statements telegraphed by Admiral Eojestvensky,(^) His Majesty expressed 
his absolute conviction of their sincerity, and that the facte stated by the Admiral would 
be borne out by the results of the enquiry which would be instituted shortly. The 
Admiral was in himself a bluff and honest sailor who thought of nothing but his ships and 
the work which he had been entrusted to carryout. On His Majesty’s visit to the fleet at 
Eeval the Admiral had expressed his fears as to the risks which he would run from 
Japanese attempts to destroy his fleet, and had informed Hie Majesty that in order to- 
protect his ships from attack he would fire on all others which approached too near, and 
which he thought entertained hostile designs. I told His Majesty that such action 
would be entirely contrary to international usage, and would constitute a very grave 
and serious danger to commercial shipping, especially when the Baltic squadron was 
passing through narrow seas such as the Channel, which were always crowded with 
merchant shipping. His Majesty replied that when the fleet of a belligerent is on the 
high seas it carries with it a state of war, but that he felt confident that no more 
incidents such as had occurred in the North Sea would take place in the future. 
Admiral Eojestvensky was of opinion that the danger of secret attack would be- 
greatly diminished as soon as the fleet had left European waters. That the danger waa 
a very real one had been conclusively proved by many facts which had come to light 
and which had been brought to his notice. Amongst these was the visit of the Japanese 
Naval Attache from Berlih to Copenhagen, and the recent arrival of twenty Japanese 
officers at Hull. T. at once interposed that careful enquiry had been made as to* 
the truth of the latter allegation, which had already been made to me by Count 
Lamsdorff, and that it had been shown to be without foundation. 

On His Majesty’s alluding to the Commission of Enquiry, I congratulated His 
Majesty on the happy conception of an idea which had at once put an end to the 
dangerous phase of the existing controversy. His Majesty replied that he could not 
take to himself entire credit for the idea since it had been suggested to him by 
Count Lamsdorff. (This is interesting as showing that Count Lamsdorff evidently took 
credit to himeelf for an idea which had been conveyed to Count Benckendorff by Your- 
Lordship.) He considered that the presence of three foreign Admirals, to be associated 
with the English and Eussian Admirals would form the best composition of the Court, 
and that the Hague would be as good a place as any for the meeting. His Majesty 
stated that four or five officers had been detached from the squadron at Vigo and 
would return immediately to St. Petersburg so as to be available for examination 
before the Court of Enquiry. The fleet itself would proceed at once upon its journey 
which was absolutely necessary, since any delay would disturb and upset the very 
complicated arrangements which had been made for coaling the warships at 
different points. 

The Emperor then remarked that he particularly wished to epeak to me on the 


(‘) [v. supra, p. 16, No. 16, and p. 21, No. 20, note (®).] 
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subject of the seizure and release of the “Malacca.” His Majesty reminded me that 
after some negotiation it had been agreed that the “Malacca” should be released on 
the British Consul at Algiers making a formal declaration that the military stores on 
board were destined for British naval depots at Hong Kong and Singapore, and the 
release of the ship had been granted on the completion of this formality. The further 
voyage of this vessel had been carefully watched by the Bussian Consuls and he had 
since been informed that the military stores were not disembarked at English ports 
but that they were forwarded to Japan. I at once told His Majesty that the information 
on which his statement was based was absolutely false, that neither His Majesty’s 
Government nor I would ever be parties to a fraud of that kind, and that I had 
actually given to Count Lamsdorfi a list of the Admiralty stores which corresponded 
exactly with the number of cases which the Bussian Consul at Malta had announced 
as being part of the cargo of the “Malacca.” His Majesty accepted my statement 
and remarked that he was pleased to hear that hie information was wrong. His 
Majesty added that some of the other ships which had been taken by the “Petersburg ” 
and “ Smolensk ” and which had been released had undoubtedly contained contraband 
of war. I replied that this was quite possible, but that the question in dispute with 
His Majesty’s Government had not been the nature of the cargoes, but the status of 
the cruiser which effected their capture. I pointed out to Hie Majesty that a little 
care and foresight on the part of the Bussian Government might without difficulty 
have prevented the friction which arose in the Bed Sea and which at one moment 
threatened serious developments, since what was illegal for volunteer steamers would 
have been perfectly legal if Imperial cruisers had been employed in their places. 
So also it might have been foreseen that the sinking of the “Knight Commander” 
would raise a storm in England, since His Majesty’s Government would never admit 
the right of a belligerent to sink British ships without trial before a Prize Court. 
On His Majesty asking how this matter now stood, I explained that it would before 
long be brought before the Supreme Prize Court, and that it was to be hojwd that the 
verdict of the Court of First Instance would be reversed, since otherwise His Majesty’s 
Government would be compelled to press a claim on the Bussian Government for the- 
full value of the ship. His Majesty said that in that case he supposed it would not be 
settled before the end of the war. 

On His Majesty alluding to the question of contraband I said that the Buseian 
Government had published such an unusual list of contraband that it was difficult for 
any mixed cargo to escape condemnation. They had further carried out their rules in 
such a harsh manner as to cause considerable losses and intense irritation in British 
commercial and shipping circles. The advantages gained from such a policy had so far 
been entirely negative. I added that while His Majesty’s Government were pleased 
that the rules had been relaxed in favour of provisions, I was etill waiting for an 
answer to my representations on the subject of coal. Hie Majesty at once replied that 
he had long wanted to tell me that I made a great mistake in pressing for the removal 
of coal from the list of contraband articles, since it was manifestly to the special 
interest of Great Britain that coal should be contraband of war. I remarked that His 
Majesty’s Government did not appear to be of that opinion. 

I mentioned that Colonel Napier had just returned from Central Asia which he 
had visited with the assent of the Military Authorities, and that I was pleased to hear 
from him that there had been no excessive military preparations in Turkestan. His 
Majesty assured me that that was undoubtedly the case, and that although there had 
been a slight increase of the military forces to suit local requirements, the number of 
additional troops was very small. I said that that corresponded more ox lese with the 
information in the poseession of His Majesty’s Embassy. Hie Majesty added that he 
ought not to tell me, but that a fortni^t ago the Military Authoritiss asked his- 
permission to make an experimental movement of a full divisidn of trcbps to Tmrke&tan 
by the Orenburg-Tashkend line, and that he had refused his consent towing what a 
stir such a movement would have made aniongst the Milifi»y ’ Aaithorities in England 
and India. -c . , ; 
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His Majesty remarked that he was sorry that I had had so many dif&cult questions 
to deal with during the few months that I had been here as His Majesty’s Ambassador, 
but that he was very happy to think the critical moments caused by the incident in 
the North Sea were happily over, and that danger of war had been averted. War 
between two great Empires such as Eussia and England would be an unheard of crime, 
without gain for either country, since they would be in the same position after the war 
as before it, only considerably weakened. His Majesty added that he had not forgotten 
what the King had written, nor the messages with which I had been charged by 
His Majesty on my arrival as Ambassador, and that although he feared that recent 
incidents had stirred up feelings which would require some time to subside, he had 
every confidence that the improvement which he had recently noticed in the mutual 
relations between England and Eussia would he revived. 

His Majesty was then pleased to dismiss me. 

The Emperor, who had detained me for more than an hour, treated me throughout 
in a most gracious manner, and was particularly friendly. It is unfortunate that such 
an interview as that in which I had the honour to take part is a most fare and exceptional 
occurrence, and His Majesty has therefore to rely in matters relating to foreign affairs 
solely on the information and opinions of his Eepresentatives and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and it is evident from some of His Majesty’s remarks to me that they are not 
always in accordance with facts. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 


MINUTE BY KING BDWAED. 
An admirable and most interesting Dispatch. 


EM, 


No. 25. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Hardinge.O 
F.O. Eussia 1730. 

(No. 389.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 31, 1904. 

The Eussian Amb-aBsador made to me to-day a statement to the following 
effect : — 

His Excellency had been informed yesterday by the Eussian Government that 
orders had been sent to Admiral Eojdestvensky that the officers who would have to 
be witnesses before the International Commission agreed upon by the British and 
Eussian Grovernments should be landed at Vigo immediately. These officers should 
proceed to the place where the Commission was to meet, together with the Admiral 
appointed to sit as Eussian Commissioner. 

In these circumstances, there was no reason why a part of the squadron 
commanded by Admiral Eojdestvensky should remain any longer at Vigo, (and his 
Excellency hoped that I would authorize him to inform his Government without delay 
that His Majesty’s Government had taken all necessary measures in order that no 
obstacles should be placed in its way when it quitted Vigo and proceeded to its 
destination. 

Among the motives which rendered this departure urgent was the desire of tl^ 
Eussian Government not to abuse the hospitality of Spain by violating her neutrality.) 

I told his Excellency that the terms of his communication suggested comments, 
which I proceeded to make. 

} (^) [Published in A, d P, (1905), CIII, {Od. 2^50), pp. 402-4. The passages in round brackets 

were omitted, and the starred paragraphs somewhat altered. ] 
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I observed, in the first place, that the orders transmitted to Admiral Rojdestvensky 
had reference only to those officers who would be required to give evidence before the 
proposed International Commission. I assumed, of course, that this description 
included not only the officers whose presence as witnesses would be necessary, but 
those who had been ascertained by the Russian naval authorities to have been 
responsible for the attack upon the fishing fleet. 

I also assumed that the Admiral who was to be designated as Russian 
Commissioner, and who was to accompany the detained officers, would be an Admiral 
who had taken no part in the proceedings of the fleet. His Excellency said that there 
could be no doubt upon this point. 

^'^With regard to the assurance which his Excellency had asked me to give him, 

I said that, before I could take upon myself to give it, it was necessary that we should 
be satisfied upon certain points : — 

1. We had a right to ask the Russian Government to inform us officially that 
instructions had been actually issued by the Russian naval authorities to the whole 
of their fleet for the purpose of avoiding a recurrence of incidents such as that which 
had occurred in the North Sea. His Excellency would recollect that he had authorized 
me to inform the Prime Minister that this would be done, and we attached the greatest 
importance to the point. 

2. We had been officially informed by the Russian Government that the Admiral 
was to remain at Vigo with a portion of the fleet for the express purpose of designating 
the officers who were responsible lor the attack. I gathered from his Excellency’s 
statement that this investigation must already have taken place, with the result that 
certain individuals had been thus designated, and I had received a telegram from our 
Ambassador at St. Petersburgh informing me that His Imperial Majesty the Emperor, 
who had been pleased to accord an audience to Sir Charles Hardinge, had stated that 
four or five officers had been detached from the squadron, and would return at once 
to St. Petersburgh. Although it was impossible for His Majesty’s Government to 
assume any responsibility for the selection of the officers who might be designated, we 
felt sure that the Russian Government would understand our desire to have some 
information as to the rank and position of those officers. (If the firing upon the 
fishing-boats took place in consequence of general instructions authorizing such an 
act, it seemed to us that the list should include the persons who were responsible for 
the issue of such instructions. If, on the other hand, it was contended that the 
instructions had been misinterpreted or disobeyed, then the list should include the 
persons who had been guilty of such misinterpretetion or disobedience. The point 
was of importance, because the Admiral was represented as having said that, in the 
circumstances, as he reported them, no war-ship could have acted otherwise. (®) We 
should certainly be pressed for information as to the persons detained at Vigo,_ and I 
hoped it would not be denied to us. We could, of course, not be content with the 
selection merely of one or two officers of subordinate positions.) 

3. H[iB] M[ajesty’s] G[ovemment] considered that the terms of reference to the 
Int[emationa]l Commission should be settled immediately and they suggested the 
enclosed draft which they were prepared to accept in principle. 

We considered it essential that the Commission should be authorized to apportion 
responsibility and blame. 

This was indeed a necessary condition, as we understood that the E[u8sian] 
G[ovemment] had promised to punish adequately any persons who might be found by 
the Oomm[isBio]n to have been responsible for the disaster and to whom, in their 
opinion blame attached. 

The Commission should be convened and should commence and complete its 
investigations as soon as possible. For this reason we considered that e®t>h side should 
use every effort in order to furnish the Commission with the necessary evidence. It 


(*) [v. supra, p. 21, No. 20, note (*).] 
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■weald be moet uniortunate if owing to the absence of important witnesses^ the 
Commission were to find itself obliged to adjourn its proceedings. . 

(I handed to Count Benckendorff a Memorandum embodying the substance of this 
■despatch.) 

’^^The Eussian Ambassador told me that the proposals which I had made to him 
filled him with apprehension. They would certainly be regarded by the Eussian 
Government as impugning their good faith. (It had been extremely difficult to obtain 
from them the settlement which had been announced by Mr. Balfour. There was 
every reason for believing that they were loyally- carrying it out at this moment, and 
^n announcement that a part of their Fleet could not safely proceed upon its way to 
the Far East until further conditions had been complied with would be deeply 
resented.) H[iB] E[xcelleney] was particularly sensitive in regard to the question of 
the punishment of the officers who were responsible for the meident. I explained 
to him that, in our view the punishment would have to be inflicted by the Eussian 
G[overnmen]t but that it was indispensable that the Commission sh[ou]ld be 
-authorized to deal with the question of blame. The stipulation was not one-sided, for 
the defence made by the Eussian Admiral was an imputation on the manner in which 
our neutrality had been observed, as well as upon the conduct of the fishing fleet. 
(I made a great, but I fear fruitless effort to convince His Excellency of the 
reasonableness of our demands, and I subsequently addressed to him a letter of 
which a copy is enclosed. 

His Excellency called upon me again in the evening, and told me that he had 
come to the conclusion that the best thing for him to do was to withdraw altogether 
his request for an assurance with regard to the safety of the Eussian Fleet. He 
preferred to separate this question entirely from that of the steps to be taken for the 
purpose of giving effect to the Eussian promises. I said that I had no objection to 
this mode of procedure, and that His Excellency could, if he preferred it, report that, 
sharing as I did Count Lamsdorff’s desire for a speedy adjustment of the difficulties 
which had arisen, I had pressed for information as to the important points which I 
had mentioned to him earlier in the day.) 

[I am, &c. 

LANSBOWNE.] 


Enclosure 1 in No. 25. 

Draft of Proposed Agreement for reference to International Commission of Enquiry. 

Whereas during the night of October 21-22 1904 a British steam fishing 
fleet, while engaged in fishing off the Dogger Bank in the North Sea was fired 
upon by vessels forming part of the Eussian Baltic Fleet, and whereas this action 
has resulted in the total loss of one of the fishing boats and the death of two 
persons as well as damage to other vessels of the fleet and injuries to members of the 
crews of the said fleet, And whereas a difference of opinion has arisen between the 
^lovernment of His Britannic Majesty and the Government of His Imperial Majesty 
the Emperor of Bussia in connection with this incident : 

The Undersigned being duly authorized thereto by their respective Governments 
agree that the elucidation of the questions in dispute shall be referred to an Inter- 
national Commission of Inquiry analogous to that provided for in Articles 9-14 of 
the Convention signed at The Hague on the 29th of July X899. 

It is also hereby agreed as follows ; — 

Aetiolb I. 

The International Commission of Enquiry shall (insist of five Oonamds^im^M^^^ 
'Shall be constituted in the following manner. Two of the Oommissionerft 
•officers of high rank in the Navies of Great Britain and Eussia f6specrivw*\,$h© 
Governments of France and the United States sl^^ll each be requests to eeleet one 
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'CommisBioner who shall be an officer of high rank in the French and United States' 
Navies respectively. The fifth Commissioner shall be selected by agreement between 
the four Commissioners above-mentioned and if they cannot agree the choice shall be 
entrusted to His Majesty the King of 

Article II. 

The Commission shall enquire into and report upon all the circumstances attending 
the disaster in the North Sea and particularly as to where the responsibility for the 
-disaster lies and the degree of blame which attaches to those upon whom that 
responsibility is found to rest. 

Article III. 

The Commission shall settle in all respects the procedure to be adopted by them 
lor carrying out the duties imposed upon them by this Agreement. 

Article IV. 

Each of the High Contracting Parties engage [sic] to supply the Commission in 
the fullest manner possible with all means and facilities necessary to enable it to 
perform its duties. 

Article Y. 

The Commission shall meet at Paris as soon as possible after the signature of this 
x\greement. 

Article YI. ' 

The Commission shall communicate its report to each of the High Contracting 
Parties. 

[ED, NOTE . — A subsequent attempt was made by the Russian Government to omit the 
responsibility article, i.e., No. 2. On November 4, however, Count Lomsdorff communicated to 
’Sir 0. Hardinge the information that “ by the Emperor’s orders the six articles were accepted in 
their entirety ” (Despatch No. 563 of November 8, 1904). News of this was sent to Ixjrd 
Lansdowne in Tel. No. 102 of November 4. Subsequently some attempts to revise the wording of 
the articles were made by the Russian naval authorities. Further discussion, which ended on 
November 15, produced an addition to Article II (tJ. mfra^ pp. 36-7, Ed. note, and No. 28, 
•not 5 (^).] 


Enclosure 2 in No. 25. (^) 

Sulstance of observations made by Lord Lansdowne to Count Benchendorff on 
October 31, with reference to the statement communicated by His Excellency 
on that day. 

Lord Lansdowne observed, in the first place, that the orders transmitted to 
Adbimal Eojhdestvensky had reference only to those officers who would be required 
to give evidence before the proposed International Commission. He assumed, as a 
matter of course, that this description included not only the officers whose presence 
as witnesses would be necessary, but those who had been ascertained by the Eussian 
Naval Authorities to have been responsible for the attack upon the fishing fleet. 

Lord Lansdowne also assumed that the Admiral who was to be designated as 
Eussian Commissioner, and who was to accompany the detained officers, would be an 
Admiral who had taken no part in the proceedings of the Baltic Fleet* 

With regard to the assurance which Count Benckendorff desired Lord Lansdo^e 
to give him, respecting the departure of Admiral Eojhdestvensky*s squadron from 
Yigo, Lord Lansdowne said that before he could take upon Hmself to it, it 
seemed to him necessary that certain conditions should be fulfiHed- ^ * 

(^) [This ^inolosare and one following were.omiti^ from ths v. supret, 

p. 28, note (^).] ' < . , , . 
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1. The Bussian Government would, Lord Lansdowne presumed, have no difficulty 
in giving His Majesty’s Government a specific assurance that instructions had been 
actually issued by the Bussian Naval Authorities to the whole of their Fleet for the 
purpose of avoiding the recurrence of incidents such as that which had occurred in 
the North Sea, Count Benckendorff would recollect that he had authorised Lord 
Lansdowne to inform the Prime Minister that this would be done, and His Majesty’s 
Government attached the greatest importance to the point. 

2, His Majesty’s Government had been officially informed by the Bussian 
Government that the Admiral was to remain at Vigo with a portion of the Fleet for 
the express purpose of making an enquiry into the facts and designating the officers 
who were responsible for the attack. Lord Lansdowne gathered from His Excellency’s 
statement that this investigation must already have taken place, with the result that 
certain individuals had been thus designated, and he had received a telegram from 
His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg informing him that His Imperial 
Majesty the Emperor, who had been pleased to accord an audience to Sir Charles 
Hardinge, had stated that four or five officers had been detached from the squadron 
and would return at once to St. Petersburg. Although it was impossible for His 
Majesty’s Government to assume any responsibility for the selection of the officers 
who might be designated, they felt sure that the Bussian Government would under- 
stand their desire to have some information as to the rank and position of those officers. 
If the firing upon the fishing vessels took place in consequence of general instructions 
authorising such an act, it seemed to His Majesty’s Government that the list should 
include the persons who were responsible for the issue of such instructions. If, on the 
other hand, it was contended that the instructions had been misinterpreted or disobeyed, 
then the list should include the persons who had been guilty of such misinterpretation 
or disobedience. The point was of importance, because the Admiral was represented as 
having said that under the circumstances, as he reported them, no warship could have 
acted otherwise. In these circumstances His Majesty’s Government would certainly 
be pressed for information as to the persons detained at Vigo, and Lord Lansdowne 
hoped that it would not be refused. His Majesty’s Government could, of course, not 
be content with the selection merely of a few officers of subordinate positions. 

Lord Lansdowne understood that the Bussian Government had promised to 
punish adequately any persons who might be found by the Commission to have been 
responsible for the disaster, and to whom, in their opinion, blame attached. 

It seemed to him necessary that, before going further, the terms of the reference 
to the International Commission which it had been virtually agreed to appoint should 
be decided upon, and Lord Lansdowne suggested the enclosed draft, which His 
Majesty’s Government were in principle prepared to accept. 

His Majesty’s Government joined with the Bussian Government in holding that 
the international Commission should be convoked and should commence and complete 
its investigations as soon as possible. For this reason they considered that each side 
should use every effort in order to furnish the Commission with the necessary evidence. 
It wotdd be most unfortunate if, owing to the absence of important witneteee, the 
Commission were to find itself obliged to adjourn its proceedings. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 25. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Count Benckendorff, 

Private. 

My dear Ambassador, Foreign Office, October 81, 1904. 

I have repeated to the Prime Minister and discussed oarefully with him the 
observations which you made this evening upon the proposals which I then 
communicated to you. I can assure you that the last thing which we desire is to 
make the promises which the Bussian Goveminent has given us an occasion for 
embarrassing them. It must however be noted that these promises have been publicly 
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repeated by the Prime Minister, and it will be in your recollection that he went out 
of his way to recognise the promptitude with which the Eussian Government dealt 
with the isituation. Every delay therefore, from whatever cause, in giving effect to 
this arrangement, would be eminently regrettable. But a delay apparently due, in 
part at least, to the desire of the Eussian Government to minimise or depart from 
its expressed intentions would be most disastrous. If it became known that delay had 
arisen from this cause, the revulsion of feeling in the country would be uncontrollable. 
Every effort will therefore be made to keep it secret, but such secrecy cannot be 
indefinitely maintained. 

Nothing has been asked for which is not essential to the rapid completion of 
the policy to which on Friday last both Governments agreed. 

It surely cannot be held that it reflects on the Eussian Government to ask whether 
the orders which they have promised to issue have in fact been issued to the Eussian 
Fleet. A portion of this Fleet seems already to have passed Vigo, and some ships 
have even entered the Mediterranean. If the views expressed by the Eussian Admiral 
as to the duties of a ship of war really animate this portion of the Fleet, they are, 
in our opinion, a serious danger to neutrals. It is surely unreasonable to refuse to 
give us an assurance that new instructions have actually been issued to the Squadron, 
or to ask that the ships now at Vigo should leave it without such instructions. 

The Eussian Government have promised that they will themselves punish any 
persons who may be shown by the International Tribunal to have been worthy of 
blame. Is it unreasonable to require that in such circumstances the Commission shall, 
amongst its attributes, be given the duty of apportioning the responsibility for tht 
disaster, and the degree of blame which attaches to those upon whom that responsibilitj' 
may be found to rest? 

As regards the request that the rank and position of the officers retained in 
Europe shall be disclosed, His Majesty’s Government are at a loss to understand why 
this should be regarded as excessive. They are anxious to co-operate with the Eussian 
Government in the most open and conciliatory manner in order to arrive without 
delay at the truth, and it need not excite resentment or surprise that they should 
desire information with regard to so important an element in the forthcoming enquiry 
as the retention of those persons who were witnesses of what occurred or were 
responsible for it. 

As regards the suggestion that a guarantee should be given that no difidculty shall 
arise between the Fleets of the two nations, how is it possible that this should be done 
so long as obstacles of so unexpected a kind arise the moment an attempt is made to 
carry out, in perfect good faith and with the most anxious desire to do nothing which 
might wound the susceptibilities of the Eussian Government, an arrangement the 
principles of which have not merely been agreed on, but made public to all the world? 

[Yours sincerely, 

LAN8DOWNE.] 


No. 26. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdovme. 

F.O. Eussia 1730. 

(No. 569.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. November 7, 1904. 

My Lord, E. November 14, 1904. 

On the 4th instant telegrams were received by the telegraphic Agencies in 
St. Petersburg announcing that Admiral Eojestvensky's detachment of battleships 
had been followed by a detachment of British Cruisers from Vigo to Talker, a distance 
of five miles separating the two squadrons of which all the shipe were cleared few 
action. 


[16942] 
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In view of the fact that the negotiations of the terms of the Convention for the 
submission of the North Sea Incident to an International Commission of Enquiry 
were, as far as I should judge, proceeding satisfactorily, though somewhat slowly, the 
text of the six principal articles being accepted the same evening without modification, 

I could not but feel that, in the event of the contents of the telegrams being true, 
the naval measures in question, which could scarcely be considered of a friendly 
nature, were such as to create a very bad impression in Eussia and, if repeated, might 
even constitute a serious danger to the maintenance of peace. As a matter of fact, 
this news was the subject of general comment in St. Petersburg and caused, I am 
informed, great irritation even amongst those who are not ordinarily ill disposed 
towards England. 

In order to realize the effect of such measures it must be remembered that the 
mental equihbrium of public opinion in Eussia has been much disturbed during the 
present year by a series of unexpected events which a year ago would have been 
thought impossible. That a small and despised country such as Japan, with a popula- 
tion described by the Eussian press as “ yellow monieys ” should be able to defeat by 
land and sea the military and naval forces of the greatest military power in Europe 
has been a blow from which the country is still reeling and from which it will 
with difficulty recover. That the Japanese should have been able to achieve these 
results alone is regarded by the majority of the population as absurd. The educated 
classes consider that, had there been no Anglo-Japanese Alliance, Japan would never 
have dared to go to war with Eussia, while the lower classes are firmly convinced that 
the explanation of the Eussian defeats is to be found in the fact that England is 
surreptitiously aiding the Japanese and that her officers are to be found fighting in 
their ranks. Consequently there is a very widespread feeling throughout this country 
that England is the real but secret enemy of Eussia and that the simplest means of 
assuring future pace with a preponderating influence in the Far East would be to 
attack England in Afghanistan and India, a campaign which no Eussian doubts for 
a moment could result in anything but a complete success for the Eussian arms. 
Thus a war with England would at first be undoubtedly popular since not only is victory 
considped to be assured, but also territorial extension and a large war indemnity, 
while it is fully realized that there is nothing to be obtained oven if after years of 
struggle Japan is eventually overcome. 

The internal condition of Eussia is at the same time in a critical state of 
effervescence. The elements of progress and reform have been captivated by Prince 
Mirsky’s reported liberal ideas, and greater expectations have been raised than are 
likely to be realized. On the other hand the reactionary party headed by the Grand 
Dukes Serge and Alexander Miehailovitoh are greatly disturbed by the prospect of 
reforms and the propagation of liberal ideas, and a popular war with England would 
probably be welcomed by them as a^ means of distracting public attention. I shall 
have the honour of treating this subject more fully in a separate despatch. 

At the same time discontent poverty and suffering are everywhere rife, and more 
especially in the districts where the reserves have been mobilized. 

The war party, led by nearly all the Grand Dukes and fostered by society and 
the tchinovniks, is very powerful, and owing to greater opportunities they have more 
chance than others of influencing the Emperor in favour of their warlike views. 
They are waiting impatiently for a real Eussian success, but they fully realize at last 
that the Eussian army has no easy task before it in the Far East, and that the line of 
least resistance would be in Central Asia. In this way the prestige lost in the Far 
Bast might be recovered nearer home. 

The navy on the other hand clearly understand the certainty of the destruction 
of the Baltic Fleet in the tyent of an outbreak of war with England. For that teason 
toey, though bitterly hostile, wotild be ready to make any sacrifice to avoid war, and 
have reaeon to '^heye ,&at if Admiral ij^jestyensky had given alrnoet any oCher 
! ® ^ ^pe in the North Sea, he would have been retipved 

, ®eey also realize that in the event of war with England such wpe 



35 


as remained of the Eussian navy could only find safety within fortified harbours, 
and that in such a struggle the Eussian naval forces could take no part. The public 
regard the departure of the Baltic Fleet as a forlorn hope, they are confident that 
it will be stopped on the way by our fleet, and are more or less indifferent to its fate. 
They do not believe in its arriving in the Far East in time to save the fall of Port 
Arthur, and they are reconciled to the loss of the fortress, the national honour being 
saved, by the very gallant defence made by the garrison. There is no doubt that 
in years to come the defence of Port Arthur will be celebrated as a national triumph 
in the same way that the siege of Sebastopol is now f§ted. 

These are some of the reasons which, apart from the excitement caused by the 
incident in the North Sea and the naval preparations made by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, have for some time influenced the minds of the public, but it has only been 
during the last fortnight that these ideas have taken concrete form and I can assure 
Your Lordship without exaggeration that on the 27th and 28th of October an 
extremely bellicose feeling prevailed amongst all classes in St. Petersburg, who were 
firmly convinced of the truth of the Admiral’s telegrams and of the connivance of 
England in the alleged attacks by Japanese torpedo boats on the Baltic fleet; I have 
also reason to believe that owing to the constant misrepresentation in the press of 
British aims and policy war with England would have been welcomed throughout 
Eussia, 

If such a war occurred, I feel convinced that the first opportunity would be seized 
by the Eussian Government to patch up peace with Japan and to thus put an end to 
an extremely unpopular war, and so free the Eussian Army to concentrate its entire 
energy and forces in a determined attack on India. The network of railways converg- 
ing on Orenburg and the Caspian make the transport of troops and war material a 
task of small difficulty as compared with those experienced in Manchuria, and the 
casus foederis upon which the Anglo-Japanese Alliance is based would not arise if the 
casus belli were found to exist in an incident similar to that which occurred in the 
North Sea. 

Although the danger of our country being plunged into war appears for the 
moment to have been happily averted, it is, I regret to say, more than probable that 
some fresh incident may before long occur by which public opinion may become once 
more inflamed, and in drawing Your Lordship’s attention to the very excitable frame 
of mind of Eussian public opinion, I would venture to point out the great risk which 
may at any moment be incurred of a long and costly war by an action having the 
semblance of menace or humiliation, the Eussian Government being at the present 
fnoment exceptionally sensitive as to their dignity as a Great Power owing to their 
reverses in the Par East and to their prescience of the possibly still more hopeless 
position in which they may find themselves before many weeks are over if a decisive 
victory is not achieved. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELBS HAEDINGE. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 


A very interesting dispatch and one that raises serious reflections for certain 
eventualities. 


E.R. 


[16942] 
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No. 27. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Monson. 

F.O. Eussia 1731. 

(No. 574.) Confidontial. 

Sir^ Foreign Office^ November 15, 1904. 

The French Ambaaaador called upon me today at my request, and I informed 
him of the difficulty which had arisen in consequence of Count Lamsdorffi’s intimation 
that he desired to recast the draft Convention (North Sea incident) and to make 
certain alterations in the text. I called His Excellency’s attention to these alterations, 
and informed him of the substance of my telegram No. 208 of the 14th instant(^) to 
Sir Charles Hardinge. His Excellency expressed great concern at the hitch which 
had occurred. He had left Paris yesterday, and when he last saw M. DelcassS had 
found him firmly convinced that everything had been satisfactorily settled. 

We had some conversation as to the proposed Eussian amendments, and His 
Excellency made no secret of his opinion that exception might be taken to Aiijicle II 
of the British draft(^) upon the ground that it imposed upon the International 
Commission duties which it could not properly perform consistently with the terms 
of the Hague Convention. I pointed out to him that we had made it clear that in 
our view the International Commission was to be analogous to the Commissions 
contemplated by the Convention and not identical with them, and that the Agreement 
accepted by the Eussian Government was in fact worded in this sense. His 
Excellency thought that the word “blame” had for the Eussian Government a 
different meaning to that which it possessed for us. “Bl&me,” in French, carried 
with it the idea of punishment, and its proper equivalent in English was probably 
“censure.” Tie thought that the drafting of the Article might be altered in a way 
which would give effect to our meaning and at the same time be acceptable to the 
Eussian Government. I replied that in our view it was out of the question now to 
alter the words of the Article, which I had read textually during the course of my 
recent speech at the Guildhall. His Excellency evidently realised the force of this 
argument (®) 

I am, &c. 

LANSDOWNE. 

(^) ['u. m/m, Ed. note.] 

(^) {v. supra., p. 31, No. 25, end. 1.] 

(^) [The rest of this despatch refers to the Bussian Volunteer Fleet and is printed, infra ^ 
pp. 56-7, No, 54] 

[ED. NOTE . — On November 14, Lord Lansdowne telegraphed to Sir C. Hardinge (No. 208) 
that he regretted Count Lamsdorff's revival of the discussion as to the terms of the Agreement. 
“ Even if we had no objection to alter the Articles in accordance with Count Xtamadorff’s 
suggestions, it would be impossible for us to do so, in view of the fact tiiat the most important 
Article, the language of which he now proposes to amend, was quoted by me textually at 
Guildhall banquet.” The article in question was the second. 

Some further attempts were made by the Russian Government to alter the wording of the 
six articles and two additional ones, but these were all frustrated as the following telegram showBi] 


No. 28. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1731. 

Tel. (No. 209.) P.(^) St. Petershurgh, November 18, 1904. 

Draft Convention. 

The proposed Eussian form of Article II which I sent in my immediately preceding 
telegram of this evening embodies as Your Lordship will observe, the original text of 


(1) [The original of this paraphrase cannot be traced.] 
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our draft with the addition that the Commission will enquire ae to the responsibility 
and degree of blame which should attach to any persons, whether subjects of Great 
Britain, Euesia or of other countries. 

The fact that subjects of Great Britain Russia and other countries have been 
mentioned has apparently removed the feeling underlying the opposition of the Russian 
Government that the word “ blame ” was aimed at Russian of&cers alone. 

This addition to Article 11 which I trust will meet with the approval of His 
Majesty’s Government was suggested in the summary of Your Lordship’s telegrams 
which I handed to Count Lamsdorff yesterday afternoon, and copy of which I 
forwarded in my despatch No. 603 of to-day’e date,(^) and for which I accept entire 
responsibihty. 

I have reason to believe that Count Lamsdorff would raise no objection to the 
draft being made into a Convention or Agreement should His Majesty’s Government 
agree to accept it ; his object in calling it a Declaration being to save time by avoiding 
the necessity of giving full powers. 

I think that it may now be said that Y[our] L[ordship]’s text has been integrally 
accepted and if there is no other serious objection to the Russian draft, I think that 
it might be as weU to accept it. 

(“) [Not reproduced. It describes Sir C. Hardinge’s conversation with Count LamsdorS of 
November 16, and encloses prdcis of Lord Lansdowne’s telegrams, No. 208, v. supra, Ed. note, 
and Nos. 209 and 210 of November 15.] 


No. 29. 

Draft Convention. 

(Enclosure in Despatch from Sir C. Hardinge, No. 606 of November 18, 1904.) 

Projet. 

F.O. Russia 1731. 

Le Gouv[ern6men]t Imp[4ria]l de Russie et le Gouv[ernemen]t de S[a] 
M[ajest6] Britannique, s’fitant mis d’accord pour confier 6, une Commission 
Internationale d’enquSte, rfiunie conform6ment aux Art[icle]s 9-14 de la Convention 
de La Haye du 17/29 juillet 1899, pour le r&glement paeifique des conflits inter- 
nationaux, le soin d’^claircir par un examen impartial et conscieneieux les questions 
de fait se rapportant 5, I’incident qui s’est produit durant la nuit du 8-9 (21-22) 
Octobre 1904 dans la Mer du Nord, — au cours duquel le tir des pieces de canon de la 
flotte russe oceasionna la perte d’un bateau et la mort de deux personnes appartenant 
d, une flotille de pScheurs britanniques, ainsi que des dommages & d’autres bateaux de 
ladite flotille et des blessures aux Equipages de quelques uns de ces bateaux lee 
Boussignds, dflment autorieSs &. cet effet, sont eonvenus des dispositione suivantes. 

Aexiole 1. 

La Commission intemationale d’BnquSte sera composSe de cinq membres 
(Commissaires) dont deux seront des of&eiers de haut rang dee Marines Imp[dria]le 
Russe et Britannique reepectivement. Les Gouv[6rnemen]tB de France et des Btats- 
Unis d’Am^rique seront priSs de choisir, chacun, un de leurs offieiers de marine de 
haut rang comme membre de la Commission. Le cinquibme membre sera 61u d’accord 
par les quatre membres susmentionnds. 

Dane le cas oh il ne se produirait pas d’entente entre les quatre commissaires 
pour le choix du cinquiSme membre de la Commission, ceM-ci sera choiei par 
S[a] M[ajestd] le . . . . 



Chacune des deux Hautes Parties contractantes nominera^ egalement un juris- 
consulte-aasesseur avec voix consultative et un agent, charges a titre ofleiel de 
prendre part aux travaux de la Commission. 

Aeticle 2. 

La Commission devra faire une enquSte et dresser un rapprt sur toutes les 
circonstances relatives a I’incident de la Mer du Nord, en particulier, sur la question 
ou git la responsabilite et sur le degre de blame eoncernant les ressortissants des deux 
Hautes Parties contractantes ou d’autres pays, dans le cas ou leur responsabilite se 
trouverait constatee par I’enquete. 


Aeticle 8. 

La Commission fixers les details de la procedure qui sera suivie par elle pour 
I’accomplissement de la tache qui lui est devolue. 

Aeticle 4. 

Les deux Hautes Parties contractantes s’engagent k fournir a la Commission 
Internationale d’EnquSte, dans la plus large mesure qu’Elles jugeront possible, tous 
les moyens et les facilites necessaires pour la connaissance eompllte et I’appreciation 
exacts des faits en question. 

Aeticle 5. 

La Commission se lAunira a Paris aussitfit que faire se pourra, apres la signature 
de cet arrangement. 

Aeticle 6. 

La Commission pr4sentera aux deux Hautes Parties contractantes son rapport 
sign§ par tous les membres de la Commission. 

Aeticle 7. 

La Commission prendra toutes ses d4cisions S. la majorite des voix des cinq 
Commissaires. 

Aeticle 8. 

Le Gouv[6rnemen]t Imp[4ria]l de Eussie garde & sa charge, par r4eiproeit4, les 
frais de I’enquSte faite par lui prdalablement la reunion de la Commission. Quant 
aux ddpenses qui incomberont k la Commission Internationale d’Enqufite partir du 
moment de sa reunion pour I’installation de ses services et les investigations 
necessaires, elles seront faites en commun par les deux Gouvernements. 

En foi de quoi les Boussignes ont sign4 le present arrangement et y ont appos4 
le seeau de leurs armes. 

Fait en double ^ , le Novembre, 1904. 


[ED. NOTE, — There were a few verbal alterations in the inatrument which was ultimately 
signed on Hovember 12/25 at St. Petersburgh by Sir Charles Hardinge and Count Lamsdorff, 
V. A. S P. (1905), cm, {Cd. 2328), pp- 361-8. The Commission aubaeiiuently sat at Paris, 
consisting of a French President, with representatives of Kussia, Great Britain and the United 
States already provided, and an Austro-Hungarian representative nominated for the occasion. The 
Report was presented on February 25, 19D5, and made public. It was generally unfavourable to 
the Eussian side, and j 035,000 was paid by Russia to the British Grovemment on March 9 “ in full 
satisfaction of all claims for compensation to the sufferers from the incidents of the 21st October/" 
The> text of the Commissioners" Report is in A. <& P. (1905), CIII, {Cd. 2882), pp. 4S7-45. For a 
Russian view of the Dogger Bank incident and ensuing discussions at Paris, v. Baron M. d© 
Taube; La Politique Husse d'avanUguem et la Fin de VEmpire des Tsars. Paris (1928). ch. I. 
1 ^,' also Agnes Fry : A Meinoir of Sir Edward Fry (1922), pp. 280-92.] 
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No. 80. 

Sir C. Hardmge to the Marquess of Lansdowne 

J&\0. Kuseia 1682. 

(No. 689.) St. Petershurgh, D. December 17, 1904. 

My Lord, E. December 20, 1904. 

I have the honour to report to your Lordship an incident which throws an 
interesting light on the origin of certain reports which have been circulated in the 
European press with a view to creating an unfavourable impression on foreign opinion 
towards Great Britain and Japan. 

A certain notorious adventurer of the name of Notowitch, who has completed a 
sentence of imprisonment passed on him by the Eussian Consular Court in Constanti- 
nople, and who, although resident in Paris, calls himself a secret Eussian Agent in 
London, appears to have addressed to General Hesse, the Officer in Command of the 
Head-quarters Staff at St. Petershurgh, and consequently occupying one of the most 
prominent positions at the Court, a communication containing grave accusations 
against Viscount Hayashi and the Japanese Government in the matter of the death of 
the German and French Naval Attaches near Port Arthur, and also a statement which 
appeared in the “ Standard ” of the 14th instant containing serious accusations against 
British subjects, and against the British Government by implication, in the matter of 
the Hull incident. 

Similar information appears to have been sent to the editor of the “Novoe 
Vremya,” by whom it was communicated to a French correspondent, who telegraphed 
it to the “Echo de Paris ” and to the “ Standard.” 

The communication in question was telegraphed back to St. Petershurgh by 
Beuter’s Agency, who, from the published text, appear to have dated the telegram 
from Coperdiagen, the 13th December. 

On the 15th instant — i.e., two days later — this telegram was communicated to the 
St. Petershurgh press with the Copenhagen date, but without allusion to the source 
from which the information was derived. As your Lordship is aware, the telegraphic 
news which is published in this country is subject to the strictest censorship. The 
agency which published this telegram is the “Agence Busse,” an agency of which 
the editor of the “Novoe Vremya ” is one of the Directors, and of which the President 
is M. Sabarin, Counsellor of the Eussian Foreign Office, and the First “ Fonctionnaire 
attachS S, la Chaneellerie du Ministre des Affaires Etrangferes,” while the Principal 
Manager, M. Teploff, is in close connection with the “ Novoe Vremya.” 

The censorship, so far as it concerns the Eussian Foreign Office, is under the 
personal direction of M. Hartwig, Head of the First Department, who is responsible for 
all telegrams published in Eussia relating to foreign affairs, which he pereonally 
supervises before publication. 

As a further indication of the manner in which this obviously false information was 
brought to the notice of the Eussian public it is interesting to note that M. Vesaelitzky, 
the London correspondent of the “ Novoe Vremya,” stated in a telegram, published in 
that paper on the ISth instant, that news was received from Copenhagen confirming the 
rumour current in London as to four Japanese torpedo-boats, “of which two attacked 
our squadron in Danish waters, and two in English,” no mention being made of the 
-eo-called confirmation having been published in the “Standard,” nor of its having 
come from St. Petershurgh. M. Vesaelitzky thus continues to propagate a stecy 
originated by the notorious Notowitch, which was known not only by the “Novoe 
Vremya,” but also by the “Eues,” to be a gross forgery, and this injformaftioni, in 
order to conceal its true origin, was communicated , to the oorr^ptmdeBt ef the 
“Standard” as ^coming from Copenhagen, and M. VesseHtzky- no¥ allod^' to the 
telegram of the " Standard ” as independent corroboration of tihe ; 5- • 

In this guise, and while its real origin was suppressed, Beftei® passed 

the censorship of tme of the highest officials ®f the Mildstli^ and was 

•communicated to the Eussian press. , ■ . -.■> 
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I have considered it my duty to draw your Lordship’s attention to this matter as an 
example of how charges are made and disseminated against England and Hie Majesty’s 
Government in the Eussian press with the tacit connivance of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. 

An extract in translation from the “Euss,” giving the origin of this report, is 
herewith inclosed. (^) 

In this connection it is interesting to note that the same telegraphic agency, the 
“Agence Eusse,” published a telegram purporting to give the substance of your 
Lordship’s Mansion House speech, v'hieh contained a gross mistranslation, and which 
was the origin of a press campaign against England of exceptional violence. 

I have. &e. 

GHAELES HAEDINGE. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 


This IS most disgraceful! 


Could not Count Benckendorff be informed of it? 


(*) [Not reproduced.] 


E.R. 


No. 31. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Japan 579. 

(No. 364.) Confidential. Tokid, D. December 22, 1904. 

My Lord, E. January 26, 1905. 

A few days ago I had the opportunity of an interesting conversation with Count 
Eatsura, the Prime Minister, at which the Minister for Foreign Affairs was alsck 
present. 

Speaking of the North Sea outrage, the Prime Minister said that, when the 
Japanese Government heard of the departure of the Eussian Fleet from Vigo, they 
experienced a feeling of disappointment, in that the Admiral had not been detained, 
for they held that he was the responsible man, for, without his sanction, they deemed 
it impossible that a single shot could be fired; they, however, now understood that, 
owing to the friendly understanding that we had with France, we could hardly insist 
upon making this demand, which might have led to the gravest consequences, and, in 
addition, would have interfered with our friendly relations with that Power. 

I said that doubtless His Majesty’s Government had this in view during the 
negotiations with Eussia, which immediately followed the North Sea incident, but I 
added that, according to latest advices from home, I understood that the Admiral and 
several officers of the Baltic squadron declared that they had fired on two torpedo boats, 
presumably Japanese, which had sallied forth from the fleet of trawlers, one of which 
had been sunk, and the other had taken refuge behind the trawlers. Both the Prime 
Minister and Baron Komura were much amused at this information, which, they said, 
they had seen in the newspapers, but had not treated seriously. Of course, if the 
Eussian officers had so stated, a commission of enquiry was necessary. Count Eatsura 
added that “the Baltic Fleet had most certainly not met any Japanese torpedo boats 
in the North Sea, but there was every likelihood of their so doing in the 
Indian Ocean ’’ ! 

The conversation turned upon the state of public opinion in St. Petersburg, which, 
according to telegraphic news received from Europe, was becoming more friendly to 
Japan, eome of the Eussian newspapers openly advocating an alliance between Eussia 
and Japan after the war. The Prime Minister said that in Japan there was no desire 
whatever of this kind,— indeed, it was hoped that, should the war end successfully for 
Japan, the present Anglo-Japanese Alliance might be strengthened and extended. 
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The Japanese people were mest grateful for the many courteous and friendly acts- 
which Great Britain had shewn theruj and would never forget the great sympathy which 
the British people had evinced in many ways towards them in their hour of triaL 
Turning to me, the Prime Minister said, “I should like you to express to Your 
Government that Japan and the Japanese Government are entirely satisfied with the 
extremely correct manner in which England has carried out her obligations as a neutral, 
and the particularly friendly manner in which she has, without overstepping the bounds 
of neutrality, fulfilled her obligations ae an ally.” 

I have, (fee. 

CLAUDE M. Macdonald. 


IIL— THE STRAITS QUESTION AND THE RUSSIAN 
VOLUNTEER FLEET, 1903-1904.{^) 

[ED. Ts/OTE.— -The question of the passage of Bussian Warships through the Dardanelles 
had already been raised early in 1903. In August, 1902, the Bussian Government asked permission 
to send four torpedo-boats through the Dardanelles and the Bosphorus to join the Black Sea 
Fleet. On September 19, the Sultan granted the request on condition that the boats should 
not carry armaments or a war crew; that they should fly the commercial flag; that they should 
pass the Straits separately with an interval of twenty-four hours; and that they should comply 
with the rules applicable to merchantmen. These conditions were accepted. On January 6, 1903, 
Sir N. O’Conor presented to the Porte a British note dated January 1, complaining of a breach 
of treaty obligations, and announced that Great Britain would demand the same privilege if 
occasion arose. See, generally, Coleman Phillipson and Noel Buxton: The QueBiion of the 
Bosphorus a/nd the Dardanelles (1917), pp. 167-70. For the bearing of the Treaty of 1856 on 
this question, v. Sir Charles Hardingc’s memorandum, pp. 58-60, Ed. note. It seemed necessary 
to collect the material here, though the passage of the Straits by the Russian Volunteer Fleet 
during the war naturally accentuated matters. For the Straits question (1899-1903), v. G.P. 
XVIII, I, ch. 119, and for these incidents., XIX, I, ch. 132. v. also S. A. Adarnov : Constantino-- 
pel i proUvi. Moscow (1925). 2 vols.] 


No. S2. 

Sir R. Rodd to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

P.O. Turkey 6448, 

(No. 9.) CJoBfidential. Rome, D. January 9^ 1903. 

My Lord, E. January 16, 1903. 

I have the honour to report that, on roeeipt of Your Lordship’s telegram No. 12, 
of the 7th instant, (^) I lost no time in seeing the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
conveyed to him the substance of Your Lordship’s message, urging, in view of the 

(^) [The Volunteer Fleet was created during the war with Turkey in 1877-8, when Great 
Britain was expected to intervene. The ships carried the mercantile flag in times of peace, 
though they were usually employed as transport between the Black Sea and the Far East. 
Their crews were subject to naval training and discipline, and the two chief officers of each 
vessel were commissioned by the Government.] 

(®) [Not reproduced. It was sent to Sir B. Rodd as No. 12, and to Sir F, Plunkett as No. 3. 
It contained the following message for the Ministers for Foreign Aflairs at Rome and Vienna. 

“ You should speak at once to Minister for Foreign Aflairs and say that while H[is} 
M[ajesty’s] Gov[emm6n]t have deferred to objections raised by Austrian Gov[emmen]t 
to an identic or simultaneous communication they feel stroflgly that the effect of entire absence 
or long postponement of Austrian and Italian support will he deplorable. 

H[iB] M[aiesty’s] Gov[emmen]t have been led to believe that both Austria and Italy 
attach^ great importance to the maintenance of the rule ol the Straits, mA weie anxious 
for ihe discussion of a joint policy in the Mediterranean based on the maintenance of the 
status quo. If on this occasion they leave us unsupported it will be necessary for us to 
reconsider our position in regard to the whole quesMon. 

It will he impossible to refuse information to Parliament as to the cooperation which we 
were encouraged to expect, and the impression produced by a retreat from the assurance 
we received will he most unfortunate.'’] 
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engagements given by the Austrian and Italian Governments, that the representation 
made by His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople respecting the passage of the 
Dardanelles by Russian torpedo-destroyers should not be left any longer unsupported, 
and pointing out the inevitable results which would be entailed by a withdrawal from 
the line of policy which the two Governments had agreed to adopt. 

Signor Prinetti begged me to assure Your Lordship that he had in no way 
contemplated any modification in the action he had agreed to take ; the Italian 
Ambassador in Constantinople had his instructions on which he would act without 
any alteration or delay, the moment the conditions preliminary to such action were 
fulfilled. 

But his undertaking to make a representation in the terms agreed upon had been 
given on the understanding that not only His Majesty’s Government but also the 
Austro-Hungarian Government would take similar action, and, as I should remember, 
Italy had agreed to present her communication to the Porte immediately after the 
Austrian communication had been made. 

He had recently had a conversation with the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador here, 
and he gathered that the Austrian Government was conscious of the obligations 
resting on them. In view of the general understanding between the Austrian and 
Russian Governments which had resulted from Count Lamsdorff’s visit to Vienna, 
Count Goluchowski no doubt found himself somewhat awkwardly situated, but the 
impression he had derived from this conversation was that if pressure were exercised 
at Vienna the Austrian Government would act up to its undertakings. 

I remarked that the representation it was proposed to make was after all couched 
in very moderate terms and was, it seemed to me, in no way hostile to Russia. Signor 
Prinetti replied that to remind Turkey of her Treaty obligations in this matter, had 
certainly no colour of hostility to Russia, so long as the representations made had 
a more or less collective character, which, he maintained, they would have so long, as 
the three Governments in question acted together. Germany had assumed the pose of 
being disinterested in the Eastern problems. France followed the lead of Russia for 
obvious reasons. There remained Great Britain Italy and Austria-Hungary as Powers 
directly interested, and entitled to act together in the sense agi’eed upon. If Austria 
fell out it made a considerable difference, and rather accentuated the action of any 
other power which made a protest against the exceptional treatment accorded to 
Russia. In such an eventuality, he would have to serioixsly consider once more the 
line which Italy ought to adopt. He would not definitely refuse to act, and would 
prefer for the present not to pronounce himself in one sense or the other, because he 
still felt every hope that the Austrian Government would not refuse to carry out their 
obligation. But had Austria been unwilling from the first, he could not conceal from 
me that he would have reflected much longer before he accepted the idea of joining in 
a remonstrance over this particular point. 

Nevertheless, the policy of Italy was, and is, the maintenance of the Status quo, 
and he was ready and even anxious to enter upon an exchange of views with the 
British and Austrian Governments as to the best means for maintaining it. He 
gathered that the Austrian Government were now endeavouring to make out that 
their readiness to engage in such an exchange of views, was confined to the particular 
point of the passage of the Dardanelles. He had not understood it in this limited 
sense, and he was prepared, if Austria withdrew, to exchange views on the whole 
situation established by the existing treaties with His Majesty’s Government alone, 
with a view to upholding the maintenance of the Status quo in the East. He believed 
there was no divergence of view between the policy which found favour in Italy and 
that which would have the support of His Majesty’s Government, with whom it was 
his desire to act in- harmony. I have transmitted the substance of this despatch to 
your Lordship by tele^aph. 

. .. I have, &c. 

■ . RENNELL RODD. 
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No. 33. 

Sir F. Plunkett to the Marquess of Lansdoivne. 

F.O. Turkey 5448. 

(No. 10.) Vienna, D. January 9, 1903. 

My Lord, E. January 19, 1903. 

Your Lordship’s Telegrams Nos. 2 and 3('j reached me the night Wore last. I 
called yesterday on Count Goluchowski and informed him that His Majesty’s 
Ambassador had made already some days ago a remonstrance to the Porte against the 
permission granted for the passage of Eussian Torpedo Destroyers. This remonstrance 
had been made by Sir Nicholas O’Conor in the terms already known to the Austro- 
Hungarian and the Italian Governments, but nevertheless their Ambassadors so far had 
not taken any action in support of the British remonstrance, as the Austro-Hungarian 
Ambassador was still without instructions, and the Italian Ambassador, being instructed 
to act in concert with his British and Austro-Plungarian Colleagues, had not yet made 
any representation. 

I told Count Goluchowski that I had received a telegram from Your Lordship 
desiring me to say that, while' His Majesty’s Government deferred to the objection 
raised by His Excellency to an identic or simultaneous representation being made to 
the Porte in regard to the passage of these Eussian Torpedh Destroyers, they felt very 
strongly that the effect of the entire absence or long postponement of Austro- 
Hungarian and Italian support would be deplorable. 

I said that Your Lordship had fully expected, both from what first Count 
Mensdorff and afterwards Count Deym had said in London, and from what His 
Excellency himself had said to me last November, that the Austro-Hungarian 
Ambassador would also make some kind of representation to the Porte against the 
passage of these vessels. 

Count Goluchowski replied that he had never taken any engagement to make 
representations at any special moment; he said he had undertaken to examine the 
question and to call the attention of the Porte at a suitable time to the serious 
objections which exist to the Sultan’s permitting the passage. He claimed that he 
had always insisted that he objected to any joint or identic action in a matter of such 
relatively small importance, and had always reserved the right to examine the matter 
more thoroughly and to take action when he judged the moment opportune. He added 
that he had since carefully examined the legal aspect of the question, and he had 
been led to think that the Sultan might claim that the letter of the Treaties, as 
subsequently altered in 1871, justified his present action, however great might be the 
political objections to his exercising his right on this occasion. 

I need not record in detail the long discussion which took place, in the course of 
which I laid great stress on the fact that, if His Majesty’s Government did not now 
receive the support which they had been given reason to expect from that of Austria- 
Hungary, they might be forced to reconsider their position in regard to the discussion 
of the joint policy in the Mediterranean which His Excellency had advocated. 

His Excellency assured me that he was still ready and anxious to come to an 
understanding with Great Britain for the maintenance of the status quo in the 
Mediterranean, and he rejected the imputation that Austria-Hungary was in any way 
leaving His Majesty’s Government in the lurch by not having so far made representa- 
tions to the Poite about the Eussian Torpedo Destroyers. His Excellency maintained 
that this was a question of very minor importance in comparison to that of preventing, 
if possible, the outbreak of insurrectiim this spring in Macedonia. The Nthole world 
knew that an effort was now hning made by the Governments of Auetrta-Hnhga'ry 
and of Eussia to daborate a draft of sdieme for improving the Turfash'4||n^ 
of the Macedonian provinces. 'When this scheme had been completed, he hoped 
would be soon, it ytofild be bommanieated to the Pdwers who had! Treaty of 

• ■ ' (^) [v. supra, T^. 41, Ifix 8®, ' * ' 
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Berlin, and meanwhile the attention of the Porte had been sufficiently called by the 
English note to the objections which exist to allowing the passage of small unarmed 
Eussian vessels through the Dardanelles. Therefore, he must continue, in spite of 
all I had said, to think that this was not an opportune moment for Austria-Hungary 
to make the same representations, but he reserved to himself to make these 
representations later if he saw the utility of doing so. His Excellency said he had 
seen with pleasure that the British Ambassador had made his representations, for this 
act constituted a public proof that Great Britain still takes a serious interest in the 
affairs of the Near East, a point on which European Cabinets had latterly entertained 
considerable doubt. 

I again impressed strongly on Count Goluchowski the very bad effect produced in 
London by the absence of Austrian support on this occasion, but I could obtain nothing 
further from His Excellency than an expression of regret at the misconception which 
had arisen and a vague statement that he would examine whether the Austro- 
Hungarian Ambassador at Constantinople could still offer any useful assistance to his 
British Colleague at this stage of the affair. I reminded him that the question was 
urgent and that there was no time to be lost. 

I have, &e. 

P. E. PLUNKETT. 


No. 34. 

Sir R. Rodd to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

P.O. Turkey 5448. 

(No. 11.) Confidential. Rome, D. January 10, 1903. 

My Lord, E. January 17, 1903. 

With reference to my despatch No. 9 of the 9th inBtant(^) on the subject of the 
passage of the Dardanelles by Eussian torpedo-destroyers and the proposed 
remonstrance to be communicated to the Porte, I have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that I have had this morning a further interview with the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs on the subject of the present attitude of Austria. I will endeavour 
for clearness sake to recall the substance of His Excellency’s remarks in a succinct 
and continuous narrative, without troubling Your Lordship with my own share in 
the conversation. 

Signor Prinetti began by reading me a passage from an article in the “Pesther 
[sic] Lloyd ” — of what date he did not inform me— on the subject of Great Britain’s 
renewed ’interest in the Eastern question, the patronising tone of which, not to use 
a stronger expression, had he said, made a disagreeable impression upon him, seeing 
that the journal in question was looked upon as receiving official inspiration. The 
attitude of the Austro-Hungarian Government, in the matter of the remonstrance, 
was, he admitted, unfortunate. He had already exlained to me that, so far as Italy 
was concerned, he had been quite prepared to let her be one of three powers acting 
together at Constantinople in the sense suggested. But he was reluctant that she 
should be one of two only, because action by a minority seemed to accentuate the 
appearance of hostility to Eussia, which he was desirous not to display in view of the 
excellent relations now existing between the Italian and Eussian Governments. 

The Italian Charg4 d’Affaires in London had telegraphed a suggestion put forward 
by Tour Lordship that he should join in using his influence at Vienna to induce the- 
Apstro-Hungarian Government to act up to their engagements. This Signor Prinetti 
said he would willingly do for every reason. He would see the Austrian Ambassador 
today and would urge upon him how unfortunate an effect it would have if Great 


(^) [-y. supra, pp. 41-2, No. 32.] 
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Britain were left isolated in her action at Constantinople. He preferred to work 
through the Austrian Ambassador here, who had in an interview a few days before 
used language which encouraged him to take up the subject again, because the Italian 
Ambassador at Vienna was not in good health and might be unable to take action 
personally without delay, and also because he thought he could bring stronger 
influence to bear by himself dealing with the matter here. He thought, if the 
Austrian Government were unwilhng now to abide by the prearranged representation, 
it would not be absolutely necessary that they should do more than mark in some 
way their sense of the new precedent created. This at any rate would sufdce to 
enable him to act. It would even be enough if they merely asked for explanations of 
the circumstances under which the sanction had been given. If this were done he 
would instruct the Italian Ambassador at Constantinople to lose no time in making 
'the message agreed upon in its original form. 

He could see no reason why the Austrian Government should not, if they thought 
it desirable to deprecate any semblance of hostility, explain to the Eussian 
Government the grounds for their action, which were in reality rather in the nature 
of a protest to the Porte against the assumption that Turkey could, without consulting 
the other Powers, take it upon herself to interpret Treaties, to which those powers 
are parties. That was the way in which he regarded the matter and he would have 
no hesitation in telling the Eussian Government so. 

Signor Prinetti then went on to say that since he had seen me two days ago, 
he had reflected not a little on the question of an exchange of views between the 
British and Italian Governments — assuming that Austria-Hungary was now disposed 
to withdraw from the position adopted by Count Goluchowski previous to Count 
Lamsdorff’s visit, as he, not less than Your Lordship, had understood it. The 
more he had thought it over the more favourably the idea had impressed him. He 
was convinced from the news he had received from Vieima that Eussia and Austria 
had come to an understanding based on the maintenance of the status quo, at any 
rate for the immediate future. He had reason to believe that Count Lamsdorff had 
convinced Count Goluchowski that Eussia was sincere in the adoption of this policy, 
which Austria was bound to welcome, and what was now going on with regard to 
the Dardanelles question at Vienna, confirmed him in this view. 

What was the position of the other Great Powers? Prance in all such 
questions as these would, he felt eure, blindly follow the lead of Eussia. Germany 
had publicly proclaimed an attitude, which she had found it suited her material 
interests at Constantinople to assume, of disinterestedness in Balkan queetions. 

Great Britain and Italy, so far as he could see had both the same object in 
view. The .policy of Italy with regard to the Balkans might be summed up as 
follows; “L’ltalie n’a pas de convoitises mais elle s’opposera aux convoitises des 
autres.” Therefore her interest was the maintenance of the status quo for as long a 
period as possible. Should the course of events however make a disturbance 
inevitable, then his motto was, “the Balkans for the Balkan populations.” 

I was not a little interested to hear from Signor Prinetti’ s lips so clear and 
categorical a pronouncement. For the action of Italy of recent years in Albania has 
given colour to the supposition that she was there engaged in preparing the ground 
for any eventuality by the extension of her influence through the medium of schools 
and post offlcee. At the same time Signor Prinetti’s language has always been 
consistent in maintaining that , Italy’s real aim and object was to comibat the 
dissemination of Austrian influence in Albania, because she could never view with 
indifference the extension of a powerful empire to a seaboard in close proximity 
to Italian shores where she might exercise a preponderating influence in the 
Adriatic. 

Signor Prinetti went on to say that Italy’s relations with Eussia were now 
extreniely cordial. He was anxious to foster and maintain this cordiality and 
believing as he Aid that Eussia and Austria were now in agreement, it appeared 
to him that, if England and Italy could define their position by a friendly exchange 
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of views, it might become possible for Italy to render service in the character of a 
conciliating intermediary, and that it was perhaps not too much to hope that a 
concert of the four powers might result, which would offer the best guarantee for 
the preservation of order and become a powerful instrument both for the guidance 
of the Turkish Government, and for keeping the Balkan principalities in hand. 
He was anxious that Great Britain, with whom Italy desired as far as possible to 
fall into line, should maintain her active interests in these questions, and felt that 
the present moment might well be an opportune one for the removal of misgivings 
and misunderstandings, and if the four Powers could thus range themselves together 
an useful purpose would be served. 

Signor Prinetti’s tone throughout was marked by the most cordial feeling 
towards Great Britain, and in this attitude, he has often assured me he represents 
the general spirit of the country. I have for some time past felt there were certain 
appreciable symptoms here of a tendency towards a revirement in the foreign 
leanings of this country. If I am not mistaken, there has of late been less public 
courting of French goodwill, and there is at the same time no evidence of 
rekindling enthusiasm for the other partners in the Triple Alliance towards which 
Italian feeling has sensibly cooled. With all deference therefore I venture to 
submit that the present time may perhaps afford a happy opportunity for the 
reaffirmation by an exchange of views of that community of sympathies and 
interests which is both traditional and acceptable here. 

I have, &c: 

EENNELL EODD. 


No. 35. 

Sir N. O' Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

Constantinople, January 14, 1903. 
P.O. Turkey 5448. D. 8-40 p.m. 

Tel (No. 7.) E. 10-0 P.M. 

A Eussian torpedo-boat destroyer passed here last night without stopping. 


No. 36. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir R. Rodd. 

P.O. Turkey 5448. Foreign Office, January 15, 1903. 

Tel (No. 23.) D. 4 p.m. 

Your tel[e^am] No. 8 (of Jan[uary] 13). (^) 

Thank M[inister for] P[oreign] ;A[ffair8] for his desire to meet our wishes. 
A reply upon the lines which he has indicated to you would be desirable. We still 
however hope that Austria and Italy will find a suitable opportunity for addressing 
warnings to the Porte. 

(^) [Net reproduced. It describes an interview between Sir R. Rodd and the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. The latter said notice had been given in the Chamber of a question as to 
Italy’s action. Sir B. Rodd suggested replying in the jlollowing sense if Lord Lansdowne agreed ; 

that if Italy had remained silent, it was not to be interpreted as signifying that the action taken 
by His Majesty ^s Government (? group onoitted), and that her policy in upholding the condition 
laid down by existing Treaties remain^ unaltered, and needed no confirmation.”] 
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No. 87. 

Mr. Whitehead to the Marquess of Lansdowne, 

F.O. Turkey 5448. 

(No. 39.) Confidential. Constantinople, D. January 26, 1908. 

My Lord, E. February 2, 1903. 

With reference to Sir Nicholas O'Conor’s despatch Number 1 of the 1st instant, I 
have the honour to report that Mr. Block has heard from a reliable source that on 
the 7th instant the Ottoman Ambassador at St. Petersburgh telegraphed to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs stating that having in accordance with instructions 
asked Count Lamsdorff for his opinion and advice on the question of the passage of 
the Straits raised by His Majesty's Government, His Excellency had replied that he 
had already beard of the matter from Monsieur Zinoview, and had added ‘ ‘ que 
rautorisation accordSe par Sa Majeste le Sultan pour le passage de ces coques de 
navire n’etait nullement en contravention des traites existants; les quatre modeles de 
navires russes, n'4tant pas armes et portant pavilion de commerce ne sauraient §tre 
consideres eomme faisant partie des navires de la eat^gorie d6signes dans la Note de 
I’Ambassade d'Angleterre.*' 

Count Lamsdorff further assured the Turkish Ambassador ‘‘ que le cas qui s’etait 
presents pour le passage des quatre coques en question ne se renouvellera jamais h 
Tavenir, et que les traites existants concernant les d^troits sont et seront toujours 
respectSs aussi bien par la Eussie que par les autres Puissances.” 

I understand that Monsieur Zinoview has used similar language and has given 
similar assurances to the Porte. 

I have, &e. 

J. B. WHITEHEAD. 


No, 38. 

Mr. Whitehead to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

Pera, February 5, 1903. 

F.O. Turkey 5448. D. 8*5 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 25.) E. 10-80 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 20.(0 

I saw the Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon. His Excellency repeated 
to me in almost the same words the information as to Eussian explanations and 
assuranees given in my despatch No. 39, (^) and promised to let me have it in writing 
as an aide-mimoire for communication to your Lordship. 

(^) [Not reproduced.] 

(2) [i;, immediately preceding document,] 


No. 39. 

Sir N. O' Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Turkey 5448. 

(No. 91.) Constantinoplef D. February 21, 1903. 

My Lord, E, March % 1903. 

With reference to Mr. Whitehead's despatch No. 76 of the 11th instant, (*) I have 
tile honour to enclose the text of a telegram dated the 8th of January last frpm the 

" (^)Ti5Tot reproduced. It describes an interview between Mr. Whitehead and Tewfik Pasha 
% which the latter had reported the views of Count Lamsdorff in the same sense as the telegram 
, from the Turki^ Ambassador at St. Petershur^ printed on p, 48,] 
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Ottoman Ambassador at Bfc. Petersburg, on the subject of the passage of the Dardanelles 
by four Eussian torpedo-boat destroyers, whioh has been communicated to this Embassy 
by the Imperial Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, &c. 

N. E. O’CONOE. 


Enclosure in No. 89. 

Text of Telegram from Turkish Ambassador at St. Petersburgh. 

Monsieur le Comte Lamsdorff, miniatre des affaires etrangeres en Eussie, a 
repondu que les quatre carcasses de navires pour lesquelles Tautorisation de passage 
par les detroits avait ete accords par S[a] M[ajest6] I[mp6riale] le Sultan n’Stait 
aucunement en contravention avec les trait6s existants, ees eoques de navires n’^tant 
pas armies et portant pavilion de commerce ne peuvent §tre considerSes comme des 
navires de la categorie designee dans la note de Tambassadeur d'angleterre. Son 
Excellence a declare egalement que la teneur des traites eoncernant le passage des 
detroits sera toujours et integralement observ6e et respectee aussi bien par la Eussie 
que par les autres Puissances. Le minist&re Eusse des affaires etrangeres a assure 
en outre que le cas qui s’est pr6sent4 pour le passage de ces quatre modeles de navires 
ne se renouvellera jamais a Tavenir* 

8 Janvier 1903. 


No. 40. 

The Marquess of Lansdoume to Sir C. MacDonald. {^) 

F.O. Turkey 5448. Foreign Office, January 30, 1904. 

Tel (No. 26.) ^ D. 1'80 n.M. 

I told the Japanese Minister on Jan[uary] 27 that I was able to inform him in 
confidence that the Cabinet had approved the Statement I made to him on 
Jan[uary] 11, namely that we should undoubtedly regard the passage of the Eussian 
Black Sea Fleet through the Dardanelles in the event of war breaking out, as a grave 
violation of the Treaty engagements entered into by Eussia with us and other Powers, 
although I could not undertake to say what action we might think it necessary to take 
by way of response. ^ We were however decidedly of opinion that the contingency was 
not one which was likely to arise, and there were absolutely no indications that any 
such action was contemplated. 

(^) [A somewhat fuller version was telegraphed the same day to Sir Charles Scott at 
St. Petersburgh, v. Gooch d TemperUy, Vol. 11, pp. 241-2, No. 285. It was Tel. No. 33 of 
January 30.] 


No. 41. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Turkey 5448. 

(No. 47.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. February 4, 1904. 

My Lord, E. February 8, 190i. 

With reference to the subject of Your Lordship’s telegram No. 33 of the 
30th ultimo, (^) and to the evident apprehensions of the Japanese Government that, in 
case of an outbreak of hostilities in the Far East, the Eussian fleet in the Black Sea 
might be ordered to force a passage through the Dardanelles and join the Eussian 


(}) [u. immediately preceding document.] 



49 


naval forces in the Pacific, I have the honour to report that there is not the slightest 
indication here of any such intention on the part of the Eussian Government. 

The Austrian Ambassador in conversation a few days ago, replying to an enquiry 
as to what effect he thought the implication of Eussia in hostilities in the Far East 
would have on the ef&cacy of her assistance in case of an outbreak of war in the 
Balkans, said “none at all,” that Eussia would certainly keep her present naval 
forces in the Black Sea strictly within the limits of that sea and ready for any emer- 
gency there. 

It is possible that the report that Admiral Skrydloff, who is in command of the 
Black Sea fleet, was coming to St. Petersburg may have given occasion for some 
comment. 

I understand however from Captain Oalthorpe that, when he met Admiral 
Skrydloff last summer in the south of Eussia, the Admiral spoke of his intention, if he 
could get a few weeks’ leave of absence, of coming with his wife to St. Petersburgh 
for the Court season, and it is very possible that the Eussian Admiralty, knowing the 
experience acquired in his service in the Far East by Admiral Skrydloff, who is 
regarded as one of the most ejBdcient Admirals in the Eussian service, may have been 
anxious to consult him in regard to eventual operations in the Pacific. 

I shall, however, not fail to keep in mind Your Lordship’s instructions' in case 
any occasion should arise for my acting on them. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES S. SCOTT. 


No. 42. 

Question ashed in the House of Commons, Fehmary 15, 1904. 

Purl Deh,, 4th Ser., Vol. 129, p. 1386, 

Mr. Gihson Bowles, 1 beg to ask the First Lord of the Treasury has the Eussian Govern- 
ment approached llis Majesty’s Government with a request or suggestion that 
they should consent to Eussian mon-of-war passing from the Black Sea through 
the Bosphorous and Dardanelles; in view of the fact that such a passage would 
be a violation of European Treaties, what attitude will His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment take on this point, and can any Papers be laid? 

Anstoer by Mr. Akers Douglas (for Mr. A, J. Balfour). 

His Majesty’s Government have not been approached with any such request or 
suggestion. There is no reason whatever for supposing that the Eussian Government 
contemplate a step which would involve a distinct violation of their treaty obligations 
to the European Powers. 


[ED. NOTE . — No other Power in fact seemi to have protested, and it doess not appear 
that any further steps were taken by Great Britain.] 


[16942] 
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No. 43. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E Monson, 

F.O. Turkey 5448. 

(No. 229.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, A'pril 29, 1904. 

The French Ambassador said a few words to me to-day upon the subject of the 

relations of Great Britain with Eussia 0 There seemed to me, indeed, to be 

only one point which might, although I did not think that this was likely, give rise to 
really serious trouble. I referred to the poesibility of an attempt on the part of the 
Eussian Government to send their Black Sea fleet through the Dardanelles. It would be 
quite impossible for us to acquiesce in such a step, and, if it were taken, we should be 
driven to meet it by adequate measures which might render a collision ine\utable. We 
had always insisted upon the view that the passage of the Straits must be denied to 
ships of war, and we had on several occasions protested against minor infractions of these 
Treaty obligations. The passage of the Straits by 'a Eussian squadron for the purpose 
of attacking our ally in the' Far East could not therefore he tolerated by this country. 
I rejoiced however to say that, so far as I was aware, there were no signs of any such 
intention on the part of the Eussian Government, and I was indeed under the 
impression that for many reasons they would be unlikely to wish to send their ships 
out of the Black Sea at the present time. 

I am, &c. 

LANSDOWNE. 

(^) [This despatch is quoted as a whole in Qooch d: Temperley, Vol. II, p. 401. It is there 
prints from a draft in F.O. France 3663, and shows the amendments made in it by Lord 
Lansdowne. The first part of it, referring to King Edward’s suggestion of an Anglo-Bussian 
Entente, is also quoted in this volume, p, 189, Ed, note. For King Edward’s views on the Straits 
question, expressed in conversation with Sir Charles Hardinge, v. note at the end of the latter’s 
memorandum, p, 60.] 


No. 44. 

Sir N. O'ConoT to the Marquess of Lansdowne, 

Pera, May 29, 1904. 

F.O. Turkey 5448. D. 8“ 25 

Tel, (Nd. 95.) E. 10'60 p.m. 

The British steam yacht “Nemesis was stopped at Dardanelles on the 22nd May 
on the ground that she carried two Hotchkiss cannon. Upon my representing the 
matter to the Grand Vizier, he said that if the cannon were landed the yacht would be 
allowed to pass. I agreed, and he undertook to give orders accordingly, but owing to 
some delay in their transmission, the yacht was detained three days. I have thus a 
good excuse for addressing a note verhale to the Porte, taking note of Grand Vizier*s 
declaration. It may be useful in future. Does Your Lordship approve? 


MINUTE. 

Nothing could be more opportune — act as proposed. 


L. 
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No. 45. 

Sir F. Plunkett to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

Vienna, June 5, 1904. 

F.O. Turkey 5448. D. 12‘45 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 42.) Secret. K. 3-10 p.m. 

My desp[atch] No. 139/May 31. (^) 

Japanese Min[iste]r gave me yesterday translation of two documents which had 
reached him secretly from St. Petersburg, which proved that on April 25th already 
Eusaia had approached Turkish Gov[ernmen]t in order to obtain assent of the latter 
for the passage of ships of the Black Sea Squadron in the Mediterranean. Commander 
in Chief was told that the Porte had evaded giving a categorical answer but they have 
given Eussia to understand that if operation is carried out with discretion and secrecy 
they would not make any protest. Commander in Chief was therefore instructed to 
prepare at once one first-class cruiser, two gunboats and one destroyer, whose names 
were given, for this Service. 

Japanese Min[iste]r asked me whether Japan could rely for certain on the Powers 
preventing a proceeding in direct contradiction to treaty. I said I had no authority 
for giving him an official reply, but I felt sure England at all events would view such 
an attempt with the greatest disfavour. 

MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 

Communications should be made with Russian Oovl^emmen^t on this subject. 

E.R. 

(^) [Not reproduced. It described a oonverBation. between Sir F. Plunkett and M. Makino of 
May 29. In answer to a question from M. Makino as to whether he “ believed there was no 
danger of Kussia sending her Black Sea Fleet through the Dardanelles into the Mediterranean,” 
Sir F. Plunkett replied that ” Russia eould not take such a step, as it would be directly contrary 
to the Treaties.”] 


No. 46. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O’Conor. 


F.O. Turkey 5448. 

Tel. (No. 104.) Foreign Office, June 7, 1904. 

Sir P. Plunkett’s Tel[egram] No. 42(^) repeated to you. 

If these statements are correct it is most important you should take every oppor- 
tunity of impressing upon the Turkish Gov[ernmen]t that we are closely watching 
their conduct. Their action in stopping the Yacht Nemesis and compelling her to 
land her armament implies a most important admission of their obligations to act 
up to the Treaty. 

You should take an early opportunity of saying that tJie language used by you 
(see your telHegram] No, .96 of May 29(*)) has been approved by H[ie] M[aiesty’s] 
G[overnmentj and that we shall certainly expect Turkish Gov[ernmen]t to follow 
precisely the same course in regard to armed vessels of any other nation attempting 
to pass the Dardanelles. * 

I call your attention to the language used by me to French Amb[aseado]r on this 
subject (see my desp[atoh] No. 229 of April 29(“) to Sir E. Monson sent to you May 10). 
I have spoken in similar terms to the Eussian Amb[aesado]r. 


(^) 

(*) 

(U 


V, immediately preoeding document.] 


t), supra f p, 50, No, 44. j 


tj. supra, p* 50, Nn, 48-' 
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No. 47. 

Sir N. O’Conor to the 3'Iarquess oj Lansdowne. 

Pera, June 8, 1904. 

F.O. Turkey 5448. D. 6-56 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 101.) E. 10 P.M. 

(Eussian Black Sea fleet.) 

In accordance with instructions of your Lordship’s telegram No. 104, (’*) I informed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day that your Lordship approved of the note I had 
sent to Porte on 30th May, respecting the refusal of the Ottoman Government to allow 
British Yacht ‘ ‘ Nemesis ’ ’ to pass the Straits of the Dardanelles with cannon on deck, (*) 
that His Majesty’s Government had taken cognizance of Grand Vizier’s declaration 
and of procedure followed with regard to British vessels that they were closely 
watching the Turkish Government’s conduct, and that they would certainly expect 
them to follow precisely the same course in regard to armed vessels of any other 
nation attempting to pass the Straits. 

In reply to my inquiry as to whether a request had been made by a foreign Power 
for armed ships or ships of war to pass the Straits, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
said that no such request had been made since the Eussian torpedo-boat passed 
Straits in January 1903. His Excellency authorized me to repeat his statement to 
your Lordship, and intimated that the Ottoman Government were fully aware of 
the obligations imposed upon them by international Treaties. 

It is very unlikely that the Sultan would allow any ships of Black Sea fleet to pass 
the Straits without consulting his Minister for Foreign Affairs, but I think it not 
improbable that the information of the Japanese Minister at Vienna, reported in 
Sir F. Plunkett’s telegram No. 42,(’) may be connected with volunteer steamers 
“ Smolensk” and “Petersburg,” which were said by His Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Odessa, in his telegram No. 27, to be arming and ready for sea. 

(*) [■«. immediately preceding document.] 

(®) [cp. supra, p. 60., No. 44.] 

C) [v. supra, p. 51, No. 45.] 


[ED. NOTE . — On June 14 the Turkish Government oificially denied the statement in tire 
Daily Mail of June 11 that they had authorized the passage through the Straits of 4 Russian 
battleships and 2 cruisers.] 


. No. 48. 

Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Japan 627. Thera'pia, D. August 4, 1904, 11 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 12.) Treaty. E. August 5, 1904, 9 a.m. 

My tel[6gram] No. 11 Treaty. (^) Eussian volunteer fleet. 

Turkish Ambassador at St. Petersburg telegraphs that Count Lamsdorff after an 
interview with the Czar gave him the most positive assurancee that the vessels for 
passage of which permission was demanded were exclusively vessels of the volunteer 
fleet, that they would not change that flag during the whole of their voyage and that 
they would transport neither arms nor munitions of war. 


O [Not reproduced.] 
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Count LamsdorfE declined however to give a written declaration as he considers 
formality superfluous inasmuch as the declaration in question is by Emperor’s order 
made by him to Sublime Porte as also by Eussian Ambassador at Constantinople and 
•ought therefore to be considered as fulfilling all necessary formalities. 

I hear that Porte is inclined to insist on written declaration. 


No. 49. 

Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

E.O. Japan 628. Therapia, D. August 8, 1904, 11 '55 n.M. 

Tel. (No. 13.) Treaty. E. August 9, 1904, 7 a.m. 

Eussian Volunteer steamers. 

The Eussian Ambassador, for the reasons already given in my telegram No. 12, 
Treaty, (^) refused a written declaration respecting the passage through the Straits of 
•the Volunteer steamers, and threatened that ships would pass without further 
formalities if the Porte delayed their answer. Thereupon the Government decided not 
to insist further, but to take act pf the Ambassador’s verbal declaration. The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs accordingly addressed the following note to the Eussian 
Ambassador this afternoon : — 

‘ ‘ Following on the exchange of views which had taken place between the 
Sublime Porte and the Imperial Embassy respecting the passage through the 
Straits of the ships of the Volunteer fleet, your Excellency did me the honour 
to declare to me, by order of and in the name of your Government, that the 
said ships passing the Straits of the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles will fly 
during their whole voyage, as hitherto (‘ hisseront pour tout le temps de leur 
voyage comme par le pass!’), the commercial flag; that they will not contain 
either munitions of. war or armaments, and that they will not be changed into 
cruisers (‘transform^ en croiseurs’). 

“The same declarations having been made by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs at St. Petersburg to Husni Pasha, the Imperial Government hasten to 
take act of that same, and will instruct the (? proper) authorities to allow the 
said ships to pass according as the Imperial Embassy shall notify their arrival 
in the manner indicated. 

“It is also understood that, in conformity with the understanding come to, 
these ships shall not pass by the Straits together (en groupes), but one after the 
other, at a sufficient interval to allow of one to have passed the Dardanelles by 
the time the other arrives at the entrance to the Bosphorus.” 

(*) [t!. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 50. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

E.O. Turkey 6448. 

(No. 535.) St. Petershurgh, D. October 28, 1904. 

My Lord, E. November 1, 1904. 

It is officially announced in the Eussian press today that the Emperor has ordered 
the steamers of the Volunteer Fleet “Smolensk” and “Petersburg” to be added 
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as cruisers to the Eussian fleet, and to receive respectively the names of Rion *’ and 
“ Dniepr/' 

They will be included in the category of cruisers of the second class. 

I have, &c. 

CHARLES HARDINGE. 

MINUTE. 

V. memo, as to views of the Cabinet, (^) and my conversation with Russian Ambassador of 
today. (2) 

L. 

3/11. 

(^) [The following is the text of this memorandum : Case of the “ Smolensk ” and 
“ Petersburg,” vide Sir Charles Hardinge’a despatch No. 535 of October 28th. 

It was decided by the Cabinet that ships of the Russian Volunteer Fleet might be allowed 
to leave the Black Sea if they fulfil the conditions described in Mr. Townley’s telegram No. 13^ 
Tr[eaty] of the 8th Aug[ust] : and that we should not even be able to object to their being 
thereafter fitted out as cruisers at Libau. Their case, in such an event, would seem to be 
indistinguishable from that of a German or English merchant steamer, bought in the Black Sea,, 
brought out unchanged into the Mediterranean and subsequently equipped in some Russian port 
in the Baltic : — a proceeding which would clearly not be an infringement of the Treaty of London. 
The case of these two ships however presented much greater difficulty. They are, we under- 
stand, to be re-named, and it is apparently intended that they should sail from Libau as cruiser.s 
and take an active part in naval operations. Our general feeling was that, as these vessels left 
the Black Sea fraudulently in the guise of peaceful vessels, in spite of the fact that they had 
their guns on board, and were immediately afterwards transformed into ships of war, it was 
impossible to admit that they could purge their ofience simply by going to Libau, altering their 
names, and obtaining a fresh commission. Some of our colleagues thought that the two ships, 
in order to purge their offence, should return to the Black Sea equipped as merchantmen, after 
which they would presumably be in the same position as the other Volunteer Ships now said 
to be on the point of sailing and might be permitted to pass the Dardanelles on the same condition. 
It was felt however that it was not easy to defend the contention that while a vovage to Libati 
was not sufficient to purge their offence, a voyage to Libau and back to the Black Sea waff 
sufficient to purge it. The more sustainable view seemed to be that these vessels, having committed 
a fraud, were disqualified for employment as ships of war until the end of the war. It was felt 
that their re-appearance on the scene in the guise of ships of war after refitting at Libati, 
particularly if they interfered with British shipping, would create a feeling of the utmost indignation 
in this country. 

The feeling of the Cabinet was that a solution of the difficulty might perhaps be found if we 
could obtain from the Russian Government an assurance that the two ships would be used as 
tenders, but would not be allowed to take prizes, or at any rate British prizes.] 

(^) [u. infra, p. 55, No. 52.] 


No. 61. 

Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

Pera, Novemher S, 1S)04, 

F.O. Turkey 5448. D. 1*36 p.m* 

Tel. (No. 20.) R. 2*5 p.m. 

Treaty. 

The Bultan has sent special messenger to tell me His Majesty has acceded 
to request of Eussian Ambassador for permission for five ships of the Volunteer 
Fleet and two of the Russian Steam Navigation Company to pass through the Straits 
a proviso being made that the terms of exchange of views as reported in Sir N. 
0’ Conor’s telegram No. 13 of August 0th(^) shall he scrupulously observed. 

Special reference is made in Sultanas reply to conditions that only one ship shall 
be in the Straits at the same time and that they shall not have guns and munitions 
of war on board nor change the flag, 

(^) [oj. supra, p. 53, No. 49.] 
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No. 52, 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Hardinge. 

F.O. Turkey 5448. 

(No. 397.) 

Sii'. _ Foreign Office, November 3, 1904. 

I told the SuBsiaiii Ambassador today that I had heard from a trustworthy source 
that the Volunteer Steamers “Smolensk” and “Petersburg” had been renamed, 
and were about to sail from Libau as cruisers. I thought it my duty to mention to 
His Excellency, although I did not desire to raise the question ofBicially at this moment, 
that this intimation seemed to me most alarming. We both of us wished, I knew, 
to do all that lay in our power for the purpose of avoiding comphcations between our 
two countries. Hero was a ease which seemed to me calculated to lead to a very 
dangerous outbreak of public opinion in this country. These two ships had emerged 
from the Black Sea under the mercantile flag but being in fact ships of war being 
built to carry guns and having guns on board, and in such a state that they were 
able to transform themselves almost immediately into cruisers and to harry our 
co mm erce. His Excellency would remember the feeling of indignation occasioned by 
their proceedings. We had happily succeeded in averting the danger chus created, 
but what would be said when the same two ships, under newly assumed names, 
reappeared upon the scene and resumed their operations against the commerce of 
neutrals? His Excellency said that the fabt of their having been recommissioned at 
Libau seemed to him to alter their legal position. I said that I ventured to differ, 
but that I did not wish to argue the case upon legal grounds but upon the broader 
grotmds of public expediency. I would for the present only ask His Excellency to 
consider what I had said, and whether it was not possible that we should arrive at a 
reasonable understanding upon the matter. It might perhaps, for instance, be 
arranged that these two ships should be employed as tenders to the Eussian Fleet, but 
should not interfere with neutral commerce. His Excellency promised to consider 
my suggestion. He observed that we were continually throwing obstacles in the 
way of the Eussian Navy in its attempts to put a stop to the carriage of contraband 
articles, and he dwelt upon the manner in which the Eussian Government had con- 
ceded some of our demands. I told His Excellency that, while I admitted the 
considerate manner in which the communications upon this subject had been con- 
ducted, I was afraid we could not claim to have achieved much in the interests of 
British commerce. I said that I had been engaged during the last few days in 
drafting a letter upon this subject to the London Chamber of Commerce, that I had 
done my best to show that something had been accomplished, but that, all told, it did 
not come to much. The views held by the Eussian Government upon the subject of 
contraband of war still remained far in excess of any which the British Government 
had ever professed or accepted. 

[I am, (Sjc.] 

L[ANSDOWNB], 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 
Af^lrovild. — E.R. 


NOTE . — ^Between November 6 and 11 the following steamships of the Russian Volunteer 
Fleet were reported as having passed the Straits, "Yaroslav,” “ Voronej,” "Vladimir," 
“ Tambo V,’’ “Kiev.” Two ships of the Russian Steam Navigation Company also passed the 
Straits “ Jupiter,” on November 11; and " Merkuria," on November 14.] 
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No. 53. 

Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Turkey 5448. Constantinople, D. November 7, 1904. 

(No. 40.) Treaty. E. November 14, 1904. 

With reference to Your Lordship’s telegi’am No. 148 of the 4th instant, ('•) I have 
the honour to transmit to Your Lordship herewith, copy of a Memorandum which 
I caused to he left with the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 5th instant, taking note 
of the communication made to me by the Sublime Porte of the conditions under which 
His Majesty the Sultan had acceded to the request of the Eussian Ambassador that 
certain ships of the Volunteer fleet and two vessels chartered from the Eussian 
Navigation Company might be allowed to pass through the Bosphorus and the 
Dardanelles. 

I have, &e. 

WALTBE TOWNLEY. 

Enclosure in No. 58. 

Memorandum. 

Constantinople. 5 Novembre 1904. 

LE Gouvernement de Sa MajestS Britannique prend acts par le present des 
declarations faites en vertu dee ordres de Sa Majesty Imperiale le Sultan, au Charg6 
d’Affaires d’Angleterre le 3 Novembre, 1904, par Son Excellence Noury Bey au nom 
de la Sublime Porte, concernant les conditions dans lesquelles devra s’effectuer le 
prochain passage par les dStroits du Bosphore et des Dardanelles de cinq bfltiments 
de la flotte volontaire Eusse et de deux navires de la Compagnie de Navigation 5, 
vapeur Eusse, h savoir, que ces bateaux n’auront k bord ni canons ni munitions de 
guerre, et battront le pavilion de commerce pendant toute la durSe de leur voyage. 

(') [Not reproduced.] 


No, 54. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Monson. 

F.O. Eussia 1731. 

(No. 574.) Confidential. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 15, 1904. 

.... (^}During the course of our conversation, M. Gambon mentioned to ine that 
the French Government had heard from their Charge d’ Affaires at St. Petersburg that 
arrangements would probably be made for the purpose of preventing the four 
Volunteer Ships about to leave Libau as cruisers from doing anything likely to 
produce incidents of a disturbing character. I observed that the only two 
transformed ships as to which we felt serious anxiety were the ‘ ‘ Smolensk ’ ' and 
the “Petersburg.” His Excellency said that four ships had been spoken of in the 
communication which he had received. The Eussian Government were under the 
impression, derived from something which I said to Count Benckendorff, and which 
Sir Charles Hardinge had said, to Count Lamsdorff, that in our opinion it was 
sufficient for a Volunteer Ship to visit Libau and be recommissioned there in order 
to enable it to re-appear upon the scene as a ship of war. I said that we had not 
made this admission in regard to the “Smojensk” and the “Petersburg,” whose 
antecedents placed them in a category of their own. His Excellency told me that 

(’■) [The first two paragraphs of this despatch deal with the Dogger Bank incident and are 
printed above, v. p. 36, No. 27.] 
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whilst Count Lanisdorff had every desire to deal with this question in a considerate 
fashion, his difficulties were inconceivably great. As an illustration of this, he told 
me that the “Smolensk” and the “Petersburg” had received orders to convert 
themselves into ships of war immediately after entering the Mediterranean, from 
the Grand Duke Alexander, who wished to put a little more life into the proceedings 
of the Eussian Navy, and that not only Count LamsdorfE but the Grand Duke Alexis 
was entirely unaware that such orders had been issued. 

[I am, &c. 

LANSDOWNE.] 


No. 55. 

The Marquess of Lansdovme to Sir C. MacDonald. O 

P.O. Turkey 5448. 

(No. 210.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 16, 1904. 

The Japanese Minister made to me today a statement to the following effect 
with regard to the Eussian Black Sea Fleet : — 

On the 27th July he had expressed to me, in view of a remark which I had made 
to him in January last(“) to the effect that, in case of Eussia’s violation of the 
Dardanelles Treaties, Great Britain would not sit by quietly, the earnest desire of 
the Japanese Government that H[is] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] should decide to take 
in good time such steps as would be calculated effectively to prevent the possibility 
of the Black Sea Fleet passing the Straits. 

I had then said that I did not for a moment believe that, having regard to the 
action of H[is] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] in the case of the Volunteer Ships 
“Peterburg” [sic] and “Smolensk” and its results, the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t 
would be likely to attempt to send the Black Sea Fleet through the Straits, and that 
as to this, I remained of the opinion which I had expressed in January last. 

Viscount Hayashi had now to inform me that the Imperial Government trusted 
that no such attempt, even if it were made by the Eussian Government, would be 
allowed to be carried out. 

But, in view of the successive passages being now made through the Straits by 
the Volunteer Fleet Steamers, and having regard to the reported preparation of the 
Black Sea Fleet for a voyage. Viscount Hayashi was once more to draw my attention 
to the serious aspect of the question, and state that the Japanese Gov[ernmen]t 
earnestly desired that H[is] M[ajesty’B] G[overnment] would vigilantly watch the 
movements of the Fleet and take suitable steps should circumstances require it. 

I told him that we had not ceased to watch the movements of. the Black Sea 
Fleet, and that I was happy to be able to tell him that our latest information was to 
the effect that the report that it was about to leave the Black Sea was unfounded. 
We had, on the contrary, recently heard that the Fleet had been paid off. 

Our policy in regard to this question remained, I said, unchanged. 

[I am, &c.] 

L[ANSDOWNB]. (*) 

(*) [The substance of this despatch was telegraphed as No. 139 of November 17 to Sir 0. 
MacDonald.] • 

(®) [o. Telegram of Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir 0. MacDonald, No. 26, of January 30., 1904, 
p. 48, No. 40.] 
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[£JD. NOTE , — The following Memorandum is printed here for convenience, in view of ita 
references to past negotiations, notably in 1903. 

Confidential. 

(8968.) 

MemoTandum by Sir Charles Hardinge. 

Memorandum respecting the Passage of Russian War Vessels through the Dardanelles 

and Bosphorus, 

Foreign Office, November 16, 1906. 

The following are the formal Treaty stipulations on the subject of the passage of vessels of 
war through the Straits of the Dardanelles and the Bosphorus : — 

By the Convention of the 30th March, 1856, attached to the Treaty of Paris : 

“ Article I. Sa Majestd le Sultan, d’une part, declare qu’jl a la ferme resolution de 
maintenir k I’avenir le principe invariablement ^tabli comme ancienne rfegle de son Empire, 
et en vertu duquel il a 4t4 de tout temps d^fendu aux bfltiments de guerre des Puissances 
^trang^res d’entrer dans les D^troits des Dardanelles et du Bosphore; et que tani que la 
Porte SB trouve en paix Sa Majesty n’admettra aucun b^timent de guerre Stranger dans les 
dits D^troits.” 

The other Signatories undertook to respect this determination of the Sultan, and to conform 
to the principle laid down. 

The London Treaty of the 13th March, 1871, says : — 

“ Art. II. The principle of the closing of the Straits of the Dardanelles and the 
Bosphorus, such as it has been established by the Separate Convention of the 30th Marche 
1856, is maintained, with power to His Imperial Ma'jesty the Sultan to open the said Straits 
in time of peace to the vessels of war of friendly and allied Powers, in case the Sublime Porte 
should judge it necessary in order to secure the execution of the stipulations of the Treaty of 
Paris of the 30th March, 1856.” 

By Article LXIII of the Treaty of Berlin, the Treaty of Paris of 1856, and the Treaty of 
London of the 13th March, 1871, are maintained in all such of their provisions as are not abrogated 
or modified by the Berlin Treaty. 

At the 18th Sitting of the Berlin Congress, Lord Salisbury made the following declaration on 
behalf of England : — 

” Considering that the Treaty of Berlin will modify an important part of the arrangements 
sanctioned by the Treaty of Paris of 1856, and that the interpretation of Article II of the 
Treaty of London, which is dependent on the Treaty of Paris, may thus become a matter of 
dispute : 

” I declare, on behalf of England, that the obligations of His Britannic Majesty relating 
lo the closing of the Straits do not go further than an engagement- with the Sultan to respect, 
in this matter, His Majesty’s independent determinations in conformity with the spirit of 
existing Treaties.” 

At the 19th Sitting, Count Schouvalofi made the following counter-declaration : — 

” The Plenipotentiaries of Kussia, without being able exactly to appreciate the meaning 
ol the proposition of the second Plenipotentiary of Great Britain respecting the closing of 
the Straits, restrict themselves to demanding, on their part, the insertion in the Protocol of 
the observation that, in their opinion, the principle of the closing of the Straits is an 
European principle, and that the 'stipulations concluded in this respect in 1041, 1856, and 
1871, confirmed at present by the Treaty of Berlin, are binding on the part of all the Powers, 
in accordance with the spirit and letter of the existing Treaties, not only as regards the 
Sultan, but also as regards all the Powers Signatory to these transactions.” 

The only exceptions authorized by Treaty (1856) are two gun-boats for each Power for the 
Danube, and light deBpatoh-boats for the 'service of the foreign Embassies at Constantinople, the 
size of such vessels being limited by Regulations issued by the Porte the 7th April, 1859, to 
60 mtoes in length and 800 tons in bulk. 

In consequence of frequent applications from foreign Powers for a relaxation of the Treaty 
rule, the Porte, in 1868, issued ,a Circular in which it said : 

Ausai a-t-elle d^cidd que d^sormais il n’y aura absolument d ’autre exception que pour 
oelui des b^timents de guerre sur lequel se trouverait un Souverain ou le Chef d’un ’Etat 
Inddpendant. ” 

In practice, however, this rule has been openly relaxed for the visits of Princes and some 
other disringuishad persons, and such exceptions have not given rise to protests. 
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As regards the passage through both Straits of Russian vessels of war or vessels of the 
Volunteer 'fleet, conveying troops or munitions of war, our policy had been to call attention to 
any cases in which the provisions of Treaties appear to have been disregarded, and to warn the 
l-*orte formally that if occasion should arise we should, claim similar treatment. This course was 
Taken in June 1888, when the Russian war vessel “ Zabiaka ” had been allowed to pass again 
in August 1890, when permission was given for the passage of three Russian torpedo-boats, and 
un subsequent occasions, especially in August 1892, and September 1893, when questions arose 
as to granting special privileges to Russia for the conveyance of munitions of war through the 
Straits. 

Although there have been several instances of evasion of the Treaty of Berlin by the Russian 
G-overnment in time of peace, it was only during the Russo-Japanese war that the question of the 
passage of the Black Sea fleet into the Mediterranean became acute. The subject was widely 
discussed in the Russian press, and the Russian Government were urged to disregard the likelihood 
of any action on the part of His Majesty’s Government to prevent the passage of the Dardanelles. 
At one moment there were indications of preparations with this intention at the naval ports in 
the Black Sea. Warnings were given to Count Benckendorfl and the Russian Government idiat 
such a proceeding, being contrary to Treaty, could not be permitted. The necessary steps to 
frustrate the junction of the Black Sea fleet with the Russian fleet in Far Eastern waters, or with 
the Baltic fleet on its way to the East, were considered by His Majesty’s Governmient, and a 
decision taken as to the measures to be adopted. The idea of any action of this kind, if ever 
seriously contemplated by the Russian Government, was eventually abandoned. 

It was during the recent war that the Russian Government found themselves for the first 
time hampered by the provisions of the Treaty of 1856 relating to the Dardanelles. They had 
hitherto succeeded in evading, in isolated instances the Treaty stipulations, and although on 
each evasion a protest had been addressed tO' the Porte by His Majesty’s Government it was not 
anticipated that any other Government would support Great Britain, or that His Majesty’s 
Government would ever do more than to pro-test. When thie Russian Government realized that 
their anticipations were mistaken, they found themselves seriously handicapped in not being 
able to utilize the services of two first-class cruisers and one battle-ship of the Black Sea fleet, 
these being the only efficient vessels in those waters. The necessity was then fully recognized by 
the Russian Government and the press of introducing by negotiation some modification of the 
Treaty clauses relating to the Dardanelles which would be more advantageous to them in the 
event of future conflicts with foreign Powers other than Turkey. 

Previous to the outbreak of the late war the Russian Government had been fairly satisfied 
with the status quo of the Dardanelles which they had been able to successfully evade on certain 
occasions, and which they greatly preferred to the only other proposals hitherto made — viz., the 
opening of the Straits to the war-ships of all Powers. 

It is probable that the Russian Government will now desire a modification of the status quo, 
and if it is thought desirable to make some Concession to Russia in return for other advantages 
to be obtained during the pending negotiations, and if this is a concession upon which they set 
store, it would be possible to promise to the Russian Government our support in obtaining the 
consent of the Powers to a modification of Article 11 of the Treaty of London in the sense of the 
declaration mode by Lord Salisbury at the IBth Sitting of the Berlin Congress. (See eaorlier 
portion of this Memorandum.) 

By a change in this sense the Russian fleet would, with the consent of the BuUan, be able to 
freely navigate the Straits without hindrance; and although we and the other Powers would 
enjoy the same facility, the Russian Government would be in a better position than oiier Powers 
^ exert pressure upon the Sultan to give to their fleet the requisite permission, and to withhold 
it from the ships and fleets of other Powers. It is possible, however, that the Russian Government 
might demand a specific statement that the right of free navigation of the Straits should be 
conceded to their ships and dented to all others. 

This eventuality has already been discussed by the Committee of Imperial Defence, and I 
quote here an extract from their Report giving the conclusions at which they arrived, together 
with an opinion given by the Director of Naval Intelligence on the some subject : — 

' Eictract from Defence Committee Paper 1b [Report by Mr. Balfour of the Conohision 
arrived at on the llih Pehruary in reference to Russia and Constantinople, 
February 18, 1903). 

The subject of the Dardanelles and Constantinople was discussed on the 11th February 
in connection with two different but closely allied problems. 

“ The first of fhese may be stated as follows : — 

What difference would it make to the balance of power in the Mediterranean if Russia 
were to obtfun, throu^ possession of Constantinople, free egress from the Black Sea 
through the Dardanelles, these remaining closed, as at present, against other Powers? 

, Tire answer to this question unanimously accepted by Ihe Committee ,was that, while 
Rus^a i^otdd nb doubt obtain certain navd advantages from the change, it would not 
fuhdfi^leinWly alter the present strategic posifaou in Ihe Meditarraneah/* 
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“ Extract from Defence Committee Paper 2 b (The Effect on our Naval Strategic Position 
in the Mediterranean of a Russian Occupation of Constantinople. — Director of Naval 
Intelligence, February 1903). 

“It may be stated generally that a Russian occupation of the Dardanelles, or an 
arrangement for enabling Russia to freely use the waterway between the Black Sea and 
the Mediterranean, such as her dominating influence can extract from Turkey at her pleasure, 
would not make any marked difference in our strategic dispositions as compared with 
present conditions.” 

From these extracts it is evident that it is, if desirable, possible to make an important 
concession to Russia in relation to the Dardanelles without fundamentally altering the present 
strategic position in the Mediterranean.] (^) 

C. H. 

(^) [cp the conversation between King Edward and Sir Charles Hardinge on April 22, 1904, in 
Sir Sidney Lee : King Edward YU (1927), II, pp. 289-90. Both are reported as of opinion that 
“ there did not appear to be any reason for preventing the passage of the Dardanelles by Russian 
warships as we have endeavoured to do in the past,” and that “ this concessio-n of an unopposed 
passage might prove a very useful asset in the event of the general negotiations for an arrangement 
with Russia being resumed. It would be a useful quid pro quo to have in hand.” A memorandum 
by Sir E. Grey upon the question of the Straits, dated October 14, 1908, is printed in Gooch d 
Temperley, Vol. V, p. 441, No. 377, t;, also pp. 451-2, No. 387 ; 452-3,, Nos. 388-9; 454-5, No. 391. 
For further references to the Straits in VoL Y, v. Subject Index, pp. 881-2, sub Straits — 
Bosphorus and Dardanelles, Question of Egress and Ingress,] 


IV.— SUMMARY OF BRITISH CLAIMS ON RUSSIA IN 
CONNEXION WITH THE WAR, 1904-6. 


No. 66. 


Extract from the Annual Report for Russia for the Year 1906. 
(Enclosure in Despatch No. 4 from Sir A. Nieolson, of January 2, 1907.) 


British Claims, 


Dutstauding 
British claims. 


Utaima arising from 
be Rubso- Japanese 
rar. 


hipping claims. 


F.O. 371/319. 

20. Little desire has been shown on the part of the Eussian Government to 
satisfy the claims which have been presented on behalf of British Companies and subjects 
during the past two years, a fact which may perhaps be attributed to the dilatoriness of 
Eussian methods and to the lack of ready money and the present financial crisis in 
Eussia. Little progress can therefore be said to have been made during 1906 in the 
outstanding British claims, while a large increase is to be noted in their number owing 
principally (1) to the war in the Far East; and (2) to the recent internal disorders in 
Eussia. 

21. Among these claims by far the largest and more important are those arising 
from the Eusso-Japanese war, which are of two descriptions, namely, shipping claims 
and claims arising from loss of .property in the war area, e.g., Port Arthur and 
Dalny. 

22. The shipping claims can be divided into four categories : — 


(a.) Claims in which the Eussian Government has in principle agreed to pay 
compensation (the “ Malacca ” and the '‘Ardova”) but has requested farther docu- 
mentary evidence. During the past year the documentary evidence required on 
behalf of these ships, together with that relating to the “Formosa ” (presented for the 
first time this year and for which the claim is similar to that of the “ Malacca ’’) has 
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been tranBmitted to the Russian Government but the compensation has not yet been 
paid. 

(b.) Claims which have been finally adjudicated, but in which no compensation 
has been awarded. 

28. Under this heading is included the “Knight Commander,” the sinking of 
which was justified by the Vladivostock Prize Court, this decision being confirmed by 
the Supreme Prize Court. Ilis Majesty’s Government have proposed to the Russian 
Governrnent to refer the question as to whether the sinking was justifiable to the 
arbitration of The Hague Tribunal, a proposal to which as yet the Russian Govern- 
ment have given no reply. 

24. In the case of the “ Cilurnum,” the claim for compensation was rejected by 
the Libau Prize Court on the 2nd September, 1906, and no appeal was lodged, so the 
claim has lapsed. 

25. In the ease of the “ Allanton,” which, together with its cargo, was released 
by decision of the Supreme Prize Court, though no compensation was allowed for 
detention, claims for compensation have been presented both on behalf of the owners 
and of the crew, but have been refused by the Russian Government, and His Majesty’s 
Government have allowed the case to drop. 

26. As regards the “ Calchas,” in which, as in the “Allanton” case, it was 
maintained by the Russian Supreme Court that where detention was regular, nO' 
compensation was due, His Majesty’s Government have asked for a reconsideration of 
this decision, while Mr. Kydd’s claim for loss of personal effects stolen on board this 
vessel while she was in charge of the Russian naval authorities at Vladivostock, has. 
again been pressed. 

(c.) Claims pending before the Prize Court. 

27. These are four in number: the “Oldhamia,” which was sunk while in 
charge of a prize crew, and which was alleged to have explosives on board. The case 
came before the Libau Prize Courts on the 20th and 21st November, 1906, when the 
expert evidence given tended to show that there were no such explosives on board, but 
the case has been adjourned for further evidence till February 1907; the “Hipsang,”^ 
“St. Kilda,” and “ Ikhona,” which are also expected to come up shortly for hearing. 

28. In these last three cases, in all of which the vessels were sunk, His Majesty’s 
Government maintained that the eases were not ones for the decision of a Prize Court, 
but ultimately agreed to recommend the parties to submit them to the Prize Courts, 
reserving at the same time the right to press the claim diplomatically whatever the 
decision might be. 

(d.) Claims which have only been presented through the diplomatic channel, and 
have not been referred to the Prize Courts, viz. : — “ Hsi-ping,” “ Ching-ping,” and 
“ Fuping.” 

29. The “Hsi-ping” was detained at Dalny by the Russian authorities in 
February 1904, and a claim for demurrage was preferred on the 11th November of that 
year, while an additional claim on behalf of the Chartered Bank of India, Australia, 
and China on account of the late arrival of certain Sycee silver and bills due to the 
detention of the “ Hsi-ping,” was presented on the 26th January, 1906. 

In the case of the “Ching-ping,” a claim was presented for compensation, the 
vessel being fired at and damaged by the Russian forts and warships in Port Arthur 
in February 1904. 

30. The “ Hsi-ping ” and “ Ching-ping ” claims were presented simultaneously, 
and were refused by the Russian Government in March of this year, it being alleged 
that the movements of the vessels were suspicious, and that the port regulations were 
not observed. Further documentary evidence being forthcoming, these claims were 
again presented on the 30th June, 1906, but no reply has yet been received from the 
Russian Government. 
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31. The “Fuping’' was also fired on in Port Arthur in February 1904 by a 
Eussian war vessel, and several passengers were wounded on board. The Eussian 
Government refused compensation on the ground of irregularities on the part of the 
steamer’s agent and of the steamer itself. On the 20th May of this year, a further 
note was addressed to the Eussian Government, again pressing the claim, and 
supplying evidence in refutation of the Eussian charges. To this note no answer has 
been received. 

second class of claims in connection with the Eusso- Japanese war are 
property m the those arising from the destruction of property in the war area, and are chiefly due to 
.ireaofthewar, ordsrs giveu at Port Ai’thur and Dalny, on the outbreak of the war for all British 

subjects to leave those towns within the twenty-four hours, which order prevented 
any measures being taken for the proper protection of property. 

In view of the fact that by the principles of international law a belligerent Govern- 
ment has the right to require neutral individuals to leave the scene of warlike opera- 
tions, compensation for such claims has only been demanded as an act of grace, it being 
pointed out that the eases were for the most part ones of great hardship, and that the 
orders of the local authorities made it impossible to take proper measures for the pro- 
tection of property. The Eussian Government has as yet given no reply as to her 
treatment of these claims beyond intimating"*^ that they have been submitted to a 
Special Commission, instituted by the Emperor for the examination of claims arising 
out of the Japanese war, which supersedes the former Commissions appointed for this 
purpose in the Ministries of War and Marine, whose powers were not accurately 
defined. This Commission, which was approved by the Emperor on the 8th of June, 
1906, is to be presided over by a member of the Council of Empire, and is to have the 
final right of decision in the cases of all questions submitted to it, no right of appeal 
being allowed, “the circumstances of the moment and the possibility of the Treasury 
being able to pay such claims being taken into consideration.” It will include repre- 
sentatives of the various Departments interested, and will have the right to call to its 
assistance such private individuals and officials whose co-operation may seem useful. 

33. Enquiry was made of the Eussian Government whether this Commission 
would also decide the claims of British subjects who suffered losses during the mutiny 
among the Eussian garrison at Vladivostock in November 1905 (Zorn and Boss* 
claims). The Eussian Government have replied to this inquiry, made in regard to 
the claim of Mr. Zorn, by a note dated the 29th December, in which this case is 
treated on the same principle as claims in connection with the internal disorders (see 
Class It), and stating that the only measure to be taken by Mr. Zorn is to have recourse 
to legal procedure. 

34. The claim of Joseph Geddes for compensation on account of alleged false 
imprisonment at Mukden, and ill-treatment, which has been the subject of repeated 
representations to the Eussian Government during the past year must also be included 
among these claims. The Eussian Government at first denied the accusations made 
against them by Geddes, and have finally refused to consider his case till a sum of 
money, which they declare was borrowed by him from the Eussian Military Attach^ 
at Tien-tsin, has been repaid. 

36. In connection with the ease of Grant and Findlay, captured in 1904 on board 
the Japanese vessel Hakuse Maru,” a formal protest was made on the 2nd June of 
this year to the Eussian Government against their action in detaining as prisoners of 
war for eighteen months the subjects of a neutral Power serving on board an enemy 
merchant vessel which was in no way employed in or connected with belligerent 
operations, and it was stated that a claim for csompensation on behalf of these two 
man would be presented in due course, 

N.B. — ^Since writing the above the Eussian Government have retlimed 
Idr translation all the documents presented in support of the claims for compensation 
|or destruction of property in the areas of the war (Lees, Simpson, MacL#ai, Gdll&s, 

* See paragraph 8S. t , 
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Lent, Baker, Soper, McCullagh, Short, Eveleigh, and Ed-win Eischel and Co.’s 
claims, the last named of which was presented by the parties direct to the Russian 
Government). Translations of the documents in support of Mr. Davidson’s claim had 
already been submitted to the Russian Government at their request. 

37. To the numerous claims of this class presented by this Embassy and by the aection'vith tiie 
Embassies and Legations of other countries, the reply of the Russian Government has 
invariably been to the effect that in accordance with the general principles of Russian 

Law the Imperial Government is not responsible for losses caused during disturbances, 
and that compensation can only be obtained from the persons guilty of disorders to 
whom these losses were due, and that claimants can bring action against such persons, 
including officials, in the courts of law. The Russian Government add that this is the 
only remedy open to Russian subjects, and that foreigners cannot expect more 
privileged treatment. 

38. The views of the Russian Government as regards compensation have been 
communicated to all persons who have submitted claims of this description to His 
Majesty’s Embassy, together with instructions as to the proper method of 
presenting such claims, namely through the Eoreign Office, should they still desire 
to do so. 

39. The only Concession granted to landed proprietors who have suffered losses 
during the disorders is that by a law published the 28th May, 1906, they are permitted 
to borrow money of the State at comparatively easy terms. Six million roubles have 
also been set apart in the Russian Budget for the compensation of such losses, but it 
is doubtful whether British subjects will profit by this measure. 

40. Numerous representations have been made during the past year in eonnec- 

tion with the duties imposed and the fines levied by the Russian Customs. Russian oustomi 

On the 12th January of the present year the attention of the Russian Goveriment 
was called to the hampering effect of the proposed new Custom Regulations and it was 
pointed out that the probable result would be the curtailment of the British export 
trade to Russia. In their reply to these representations the Russian Government 
denied the unfavourable and hampering character of the new tariff in regard to British 
trade, and pointed out that Great Britain would enjoy under the most-favoured-nation 
clause all advantages conceded to other countries. 

41. On the Ist March the new Customs Tariff, resulting from the Russian 
Commercial Conventions with France, Austria-Hungary, and other countries, came 
into force, and to the increased rates of duty imposed by this Tariff must be attributed 
to a great extent the numerous claims which have been presented to the Russian 
Government on behalf of British firms. 

42. The attitude of the Russian Government in this respect has not been 
altogether unfavourable, about one-third of the claims presented having been allowed. 

On two occasions fines imposed owing to clerical errors on the part of the importers 
have been remitted, and the Russian Government have also in several instances 
admitted the demands for a different classification of imported goods. 

48. Under this heading are included the claims of British-Indian subjects to Mt«di »t.aou 
the estates of deceased relatives in Russian Central Asia, three of which have been 
paid during the current year, while the claims of three others (Lokumal, Verhomal, 
and Mulohand estates) are still under the consideration of the Russian Government. 

44. The case of the British subject Charles Webb raised considerable interest in 
En^and at the beginning of 1906, but has been allowed to drop owing to the inability 
of Mr. WeW to prove his statements as to his being imprisoned, drugged, and 
smugged out of the country by the Russian authorities. 

46. The Russian Government has again been urged to recognize the special and 
privileged position of the Anglican Church in Russia, and it is stated that a ^ecial 
Goiipnission will shortly pronounce a derision in regard to this matter. 

■'46, The deririon of the Canadian Government to accept the compromise pro- 
posed by the TtwaRjari Government in regard to the indemnity to be paid for the 
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Canadian sealing-vessels seized in 1902 has been notified to the Imperial Government, 
but the compensation has not yet been paid.(^) 

C) [i;. A. d P. (1905), GUI, {Cd, 2348), Correspondence respecting Conirdhand of War 
pp. 4 d1--84.] ■' ^ 


V.— PEACE NEGOTIATIONS AND THE TREATY OF 

PORTSMOUTH. 


No. 57. 

Sir C. MacDonali to the Marquess of Lansdowne 

F.O. Japan 579. 

(No. 333.) Confidential. Tdhid, D. November 22, 1904. 

T u ’ iu 1 . December 28, 1904. 

1 nave tJie honour to forward copy of an interesting memorandum by Mr. Hohler 
2nd Secretary of this Legation, giving details of an after-dinner conversation with 
Marqms Ito. 

The modesty of Japan’s demands, as set forth by Marquis Ito, in case of success in 
this war, are worthy of note. So far as I have been able to ascertain in conversation 
with responsible Japanese, these modest views are verv general. 

I have, &e. 

CLAUDE M. MaoDONALD. 


Enclosure in No. 67. 

Memorandum by Mr. Hohler. 

Confidential, 

Marquess Ito came to take dinner with me last night, and was full of conversation. 
Speaking linghsh better and better as the evening wore on. 

After naost interesting accounts of his adventures on his first journey to England 
of various moidmts in which he had played a part during the Eestoration, of his 
interviews with Prince Bismarck, Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Pobiedonostzeff, etc., etc. he 
came to apeak of the present war,_ and its possible consequences. 

• observing that, assuming Japan obtained the greatest measure of success 

in the war, still, as she could reach no vital point of Eussia, it seemed difficult to 
oresee how any finality could be attained, or on what situation it would be possible 
to base a definite and durable peace, he replied that, in his opinion— whether that 
opinion would be adopted by the Japanese nation he could not say — ^the only method 
by which a lasting peace could be secured, would be by the internationalization of the 

fi! w ™ w i Chinese territory. Eussia, he said, had come 

to the Far Bast not in obedience to any internal force or natural necessity, but had 
come solely by means of the railway, away from which she had made and could make 
no progress and purely from territorial greed. Japan had been driven to war by 
sheer fear of this aggression, when she saye that even Corea was not escaping Eussian 
BncroaehmentSj and not with a viow to aggrandiz-oment. 

Granting the final success of Japan in the war, she neither wanted Manchuria 
nor was she strong _ enough to maintain large garrisons indefinitely on the remote 
borders of that provmee. _ She had already made explicit declarations that she would 
respect the integnty of China, and the Marquess said he considered that that integrity 
was of the utmost importance to Japan, provided it was always accompanied by the 

Si ? door the door being effectually open to free competition which 

would engure to Japan all she needed. “ “icu 
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Manchuria would thus be restored to China : for policing it, a force of Chinese, 
officered, he said, perhaps by Japanese, would be quite sufficient, and the cost of such 
an arrangement would be very small. The force would be under the management of 
the international committee of control, who would provide for its expenses either 
from the profits of the railway, or from Chinese sources. 

Such an administration of the railway by an international body was, in his 
opinion, the only method by which Manchuria could be securely preserved from 
subsequent Eussian encroachment. It would not be necessary that a great number 
of nations should be represented on this body, but the permanence of the inter- 
nationalization must be guaranteed by it, as well as by Japan and Russia. 

Sir W. Nicholson who was also present, and I both thought he said that it would 
be quite enough if England and the United States were on the control. He certainly 
stated that the first object of importance in Japan’s foreign policy was the friendship 
of England : in the second place came that of America. 

(Thus, if the Marquess’ views are eventually adopted, they will on the one hand 
confirm ihe advantages derivable from the policy of the “ open door ” : on the other, 
they will entail the responsibility of the guarantee for the internationalization of the 
railway). (’■) 

Sir W. Nicholson at this point remarked that the moderation of such terms 
seemed remarkable, when one considered the magnitude of the efiorts which Japan 
would have made. 

Marquess Ito answered that it was unprofitable for any country to endeavour to 
go beyond those limits which appear to have been set by nature to its powers : to do 
so was to open a source of weakness, and of this Russia was, he thought, an example. 
All that the Japanese aimed at, was to ensure solidly and permanently, so far as might 
possibly be done, the future safety and peace of their country : that gained, they 
desired nothing but moderation. 

(Mr. Denison, the adviser to the Japanese Foreign Office, has told me that the 
Japanese Government do not regard the Liaotong territory as coming under the 
heading of Manchuria, inasmuch as it belongs by lease to Russia. I do not imagine 
that Marquess Ito would dissent from this theory, nor that the Japanese would approve 
the possibility of having to attempt the capture of Port Arthur a third time.(“) 

Later on, he said that when he saw Count Lamsdorfi in the course of his journey 
in Europe in the winter of 1901, and was endeavouring to come to some arrangement 
as to the Manchurian question. Count Lamsdorff agreed that Japan should have a 
predominant influence in Corea, but he urged that, in return, Russia must at least be 
given some compensation, say a settlement, in the South of the peninsular [sic]. 
Marquess Ito at once understood that he must be referring to Masampo. The 
Russian Minister went on to say that his Government would never make any strategic 
use whatever of such a settlement. In reply to the question, what guarantee would 
they give for that, he said they would give a guarantee in writing. To this the 
Marquess answered nothing, but he thought the offer inadequate. 

On the following day, he had an interview with Mr. Witte, who professed not to 
have seen Count Lamsdorff, nor to have heard the upshot of their conversation, but he 
put forward the identical proposal, basing it, however, in his quality of Minister of 
Finance, on commercial grounds. 

There is no reason to believe that Marquess Ito was not speaking the truth in 
giving this account, and, if so, it is interesting as showing that even Count Lamsdorff 
and Mr._ Witte were not unwilling to try a little hazard, instead of confining themselves 
to the limits of sound business. 

With regard to China, the Japanese could, Marquess Ito said, by themselves 
effect but very little. It was true that Japanese could understand Chinese better than 

(^) [The braokeis appearing in this document are in the original.] 

(®) [Marginal comment by Lord Lansdowne: "docs this mean that Japan is to 7c ecu the 
Liaotong peninsula? ’’] 

[16942] F 
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all but a very few foreigners could ever hope to, but the character of the two nations 
was too dissimilar and the resources of Japan were too feeble. If, however, England 
were to co-operate with Japan, then much might be done. He said that England 
had been the first to open up China, and her influence there was older and wider 
than that of any other country. The two were thus well fitted to work together. 

Having recently read a book upon Japan which laid great stress upon the 
flubmissiveness of the people — a quality which would seem almost inevitable in view 
of the great strictness of the feudal regime, under which the people possessed no 
rights whatever, but wera entirely at the discretion of their lords, I asked how far 
this was, in fact, a characteristic of the Japanese. 

He answered that they were entirely submissive up to a certain point, but that, in 
olden days, cases such as that of Sogoro (which was celebrated in the volume recently 
published by Viscount Hayashi) were far from rare, but he said that very often the 
heroes of such incidents had sacrificed themselves rather for fame (after the fashion of 
Herostratus) than truly for the benefit of their fellows. (It is possible that he was here 
thinking of various attempts at political assassination, by which he himself has been 
more than once imperilled, which occurred in more recent times.) 

He continued, that the root of this submissiveness lay in obedience to the 
Emperor, whose line had reigned unbroken through at least two thousand years. 
I ventured to suggest that this had been so only in theory, but the Marquess answered 
that that was sufficient, for all orders had been issued under the ^gis of his authority. 
There was not now, he said, nor ever had been a single Japanese who believed that 
the Emperor was a god ; he was a man — stretching out his arms — ^just like himself. 
It was almost impossible for anyone not a Japanese to understand the feeling of a 
Japanese towards His Majesty: it was most like to that which we entertain towards 
a father, and the attitude of the Emperor in the present war made every single 
Japanese regard it as his own special and individual concern. 

T. B. HOHLEE. 

Novemher 13, 1904. 


No. 58. 

Sir C. Hardmge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

E.O. Eussia 1682. 

(No. 651.) Very Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. December % 1904. 

My Lord, E. December 12, 1904. 

. . . .(^) When I called at the French Embassy a few days ago Monsieur Bompard 
expressed his satisfaction at the conclusion of the Agreement with Eussia to submit the 
question of the incident in the North Sea to an International Commission of Enquiry 
to be held at Paris. On my remarking that the French Government had by their 
friendly attitude certainly contributed to this peaceful solution, His Excellency 
observed that the action of the French Government was much criticized in official circles 
here and that their policy in concluding an agreement with England had been 
generally attacked in Eussia. He further enlarged at some length on the subject of 
the relations of Great Britain to Eussia stating that public opinion in Eussia had from 
the very commencement of the war been thoroughly exasperated against England not 
merely as the allies of Japan and by the attitude of His Majesty’s Government towards 
various incidents that had occurred, but also by the immoderately hostile tone of the 
British press. He himself had recently spent a month in Germany and could bear 
witness to the unfriendly feelings of the (lerman population towards Eussia, but the 
German Government had been more skilful and had given the impression abroad and 
especially in Eussia that Germany was animated by friendly sentiments towards Eussia 

(1) [The first part of this despatch refers to M, Bompardh sudden return to St. Petersburgh.] 
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and would assist her when possible through her difficulties. The German press might be 
considered a free press but nevertheless the German Government succeeded in imposing 
upon it a certain restraint and he could not help feeling thatmore efiorts might have been 
made in a similar direction in England. He impressed upon me that the attitude of His 
Majesty's Government during the next year when the conditions of peace would be 
under discussion would be decisive of the relations between England and Eussia for 
the next twenty five years. Thanks to the Japanese war the German Government 
were only now recovering the position which they had lost at the congress of Berlin. 
If His Majesty's Government continued to maintain the same strained relations during 
the forthcoming year as in the past twelve months there would be no prospect of a 
rapprochement between the two countries for another generation. He begged me to 
remember that the many incidents which had occurred had redounded solely to the 
advantage of the German Emperor who now had a position at the Eussian Court which 

a year ago would have been regarded as impossible (^) 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 

MINUTE. 

All this agrees with what M. Cambon has said altho[ugh] M. Eompard goes a good deal further. 

L. 

MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 

4 most important conversation. 

EM. 

(2) [The closing paragraphs refer to the possible policies of the European Powers in the 
prospective Russo-Japanese pence negotiations, cp, infra, p. 120, No. 110.] 


No. 69. 

Sir E. Monso7i to the Marqxiess of Lansdoicnc. 

E.O. France 3668. 

(No. 656.) Confidential. Paris, D. December 28, 1904. 

My Lord, B- December 24, 1904. 

I have read with great interest tiir C, Hardinge's despatch No. 661 Very 
Confidential, (^) a copy of which was transmitted to me in Your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 617 of the 16th instant. 

M. Delcasse, as might be expected, has neither referred in conversation with me 
to M. Bompard^s sudden departure for Eussia; nor has he ever indulged in the 
slightest speculation as to the duration or result of the war. If his opinion is that 
of ninety-nine in a hundred of the average Erenehmen he must be convinced of the 
eventual success of 'the ally of Prance, just as M. IBompard appears to be. 

Without entering into this speculation, which I should certainly consider an 
unwarrantably presumptuous act on my part, I venture to express my surprise at the 
comments made by M. Bompard on the attitude of His Majesty's Government and on 
the hostility of the British Press towards Eussia in regard to the various incidents 
which have happened since the outbreak of the war, M. Bompard is an intelligent 
man; and although the position which he occupied in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
before his appointment to be Ambassador in Eussia was not nominally connected with 
any but the commercial policy of Prance towards Foreign Powers, it is not to be 
supposed that he was without opportunity of studying and acquainting himself with 
the most salient characteristics of Prance’s most important neighbour. He does not 
seem to me to have much excuse for his ignorance in I'egard to the position of His 


F 2 


[16942] 


(^) [v. immediately preceding document.] 
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Majesty’s Government towards the British Press; or of the wide-reaching independence 
of the latter. And to a man who cannot avoid being aware of the tinscrupulousness, the 
mendacity, the venality and the coarseness of French journalism, his suseeptibilitv 
as to the infinitely more decent, more moderate and more discreet tone of the British 
Press, even under great provocation, appears almost Pecksniffian. 

There is no doubt as to the extent of the apprehension entertained in France as 
to the danger to the Franco-Eussian Alliance arising from the overt benevolence of 
Germany towards the enemy of Japan throughout the present hostilities. However 
desirous the Government of the Eepublic may be to preserve the semblance of equitable 
neutrahty, the proceedings of Germany cannot but immensely increase the difficulty 
of a position which without the aggravation of such foreign rivalry must in itself have 
been sufficiently intricate. M. Delcasse has latterly been constantly reproached in 
certain opposition quarters for subordinating the interests of the Alliance with Eussia 
to the more doubtful advantages of an understanding with Great Britain. It is 
especially to be regretted that the sudden change in the situation in Morocco, and the 
prospect it raises of serious trouble for Prance, should have been developed at a moment 
when the adversaries of that understanding are so eager to avail themselves of the 
opportunity of justifying their arguments as to the hollowness of the compensation 
accepted by I'rance for the surrender of her claims in Newfoundland and Egypt. If 
there is any reproaoh to be made to recent English journalism it is to my mind to be 
found in the fact that the coming difficulties of Prance in Morocco seem to receive 
insufficient sympathy in the London Press. 

I have, &c. 

EDMUND MONSON. 


No. 60. 


Sir (L MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 


^ OHIO, Jamiary 12, 1905. 

F.O. Japan 595. D_ ^oon 

Tel. (No. 9.) Very Confidential. g p ju 

In certain usually well-informed circles an idea seems to be prevalent that now 
that Port Arthur has fallen peace is within measurable distance. 

At an interview I had with the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday I sounded 
him on this point; following are his views which may be taken to be those of the 
Japanese Government. 


Until the Baltic fleet is destroyed or returns to Eussia and until a decisive victory 
is won by the Japanese at Mukden Eussian Government will not. he thinks, irnfro any 
overtures whatever for peace. ’ ^ 

Should however these events come to pass the Eussian Government may then 
recognise that the chances of “dictating terms of peace at Tokio” are very remote 
and be willing to consider question of coming to terms. 

Serious internal troubles in Eussia will doubtless accelerate this willingness but 
Minister for Foreign Affairs does not anticipate any such trouble at any rate for 
six months. 

He added however that the Japanese Government have no very reliable informa- 
tion as to what is now going on in Eussia. 

Japanese Authorities folly expect and are making every preparation for hostilities 
on a large scale near Mukden they do not think that the Baltic fleet will continue its 
journey but they are prepared for all eventualities. 
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No. 61. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir M. Durand. 

F.O. America 2578. 

(No. 9a.) Confidential. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 14, 1905. 

The American Amb[aBsado]r informed me today that it had come to the know- 
ledge of the U[nited] S[tates’] Gov[ernmen]t that apprehension exists on the part of 
some of the Powers that in the eventual negotiations for peace between Russia and 
Japan claim may be made for concessions of Chinese territory to neutral Powers. The 
President of the U[nited] S[tates] would be loth to share this apprehension because 
he believes that the introduction of extraneous interests would seriously embarrass 
and postpone the settlement of the issues involved in the present contest in the Far 
East, and would thus make more remote the attainment of that peace which is so 
earnestly to be desired. The United States (jrov[ernmen]t, for their part, had 
repeatedly ro,ade their position well known and had been gratified at the cordial 
welcome accorded to their efforts to strengthen and perpetuate the broad policy of 
maintaining the integrity of China and the open door in the Orient, whereby equality 
of commercial opportunity and access might be enjoyed by all nations. 

Holding these views the U[nited] S[tates] disclaimed any thought of reserved 
territorial rights or control in the Chinese Empire and they deemed it fitting to make 
this purpose frankly known and to remove all apprehension on this score so far as 
concerns the policy of the United States which maintain so considerable a share of 
the Paoifie commerce of China and which hold such important positions in the 
Western Pacific almost at the gateway of China. 

Mr. Choate stated that he had received instructions to bring this matter to the 
notice of H[is] M[ajeaty’s] Gov[ernm6n]t with a request for an expression of their 
views. He was at the same time to inform me confidentially that his Gov[ernmen]t 
were assured in advance of a favo[u]rable response from Germany, and they earnestly 
hoped that they might receive a similar answer from Hfisl MPajesty’s'l 
Gov[ernmen]t. 

I stated to H[is] E[xcellency] in reply that the U[nited] S[tatea’] Gov[ern- 
men]t might rely upon the full concurrence of H[is] M[aje8ty’B] Gov[ernmen]t in 
the proposal : our assent might indeed be looked upon in the light of a foregone 
conclusion. 

[I am, &c.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 


_ [ED. NOTE . — All the Great Powers of Europe ultimately concurred with the circular from the 
XJnited States of which the text is paraphrased above.] 


No. 62. 

The Marquess of Lansdovme to Sir M. Durand. 

F.O. America 2678. 

(No. 18.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 18, 1906. 

The American Ambassador handed to me today a note, of which a copy is enclosed 
with this despatch, upon the subject of the Russian complaint of the Tna nnor in which 
China had discharged her obligations as a neutral, (i) His Excellency asked me what 

(^) [The charges, here made against China by Russia, were declared by Lord Lansdowne to 
be baseless in his despatch to Sir Claude MacDonald No. 16 of January 28, 1905, P.O. Japan 690.] 
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action His Majesty’s Government had taken in reference to the Russian protest, and 
I said that I had telegraphed the particulars of it to our Minister at Peking, begging 
him to supply us with certain information in connexion with the Russian complaint. 
I added that we entirely agreed with the American Government in holding that 
every effort should be made to inculcate upon China the duty of strictly observing 
her duties as a neutral. I also said that it might be worth while to make sure that 
there had not been a violation by Russia of the neutrality of China on the occasion 
of the recent cavaliy operations under the command of General Mistchenko, who, 
BO far as I was able to make out from a study of the map, seemed to have crossed the 
Liao River during the progress of those operations. 

1 1 am, &e. 

LANSDOWNE.] 


Enclosure in No. 62. 

Mr. J. H. Choate to the Marquess of Lansdovne. 

P.O. America 2587. American Emhassy, London, 

My Lord, _ January 18, 1905. 

I have the honour to inform Your Lordship that my Government have trans- 
mitted the Russian protest, charging China with violation of neutrality, to the 
American Minister in Peking, instructing him to urge upon the Chinese Government the 
strict observance of their obligations, and at the same time Mr. Hay has addressed a 
note to the Russian Ambassador at Washington bringing to his notice the fact that both 
the Chinese and Japanese Governments formally deny the charges of breach of 
neutrality, and he has expressed the earnest hope and confidence of the President that 
there may not be on the part of either belligerent nor of a neutral Power any breach of 
the neutrality which the whole civilized world has agreed to respect, a violation of which 
could only be disastrous to all the Powers concerned. 

I have, &c. 

JOSEPH H. CHOATE. 


No. 63. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. America 2579. 

(No. 22.) Washington, D. January 27, 1905. 

My Lord, B,. February 4, 1906. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of two doeumentsf*) sent to me by 
the Acting Secretary of State yesterday. 

The first contains the recent correspondence between the Russian Ambassador in 
Washington and the United States Government upon the observance of neutrality by 
China, together with the instructions sent to the United States Minister in Peking 
and the reply of the Chinese Government. 

The second is a copy of the circular telegram addressed by the Secretary of State 
to the United States Representatives in Great Britain, Austria, Belgium, France, 
Germany, Italy and Portugal, disclaiming any thought of reserved territorial rights or 
control in the Chinese Empire. To this is appended a note stating that rephes to this 
circular telegram have, so far, been received from Great Britain, Austria, France, 
Germany and Italy agreeing with the position assumed by the United States Govern- 


(^) [Not i»6produced.] 
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ment and declaring their constant adhesion to the policy of maintaining the integrity 
of China and the “ open door ” in the Orient. 

I regret that I am unable to transmit further copies, having only received two of 
either document from the State Department. 

I have, (fee. 

H. M. DUEAND. 


No. 64. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir M. Dura7uL 

F.O. America 2578. 

‘ tNo. 25.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 30, 1905. 

In my cloBp[atch] No. 9a of the 14th instant(^) I informed T[our] E[scellency] of 
the communication made to me by by the American Ambassador, under instructions 
from his G*ov[ernmen]t, in regard to the maintenance of the integrity of China, and 
the principle of equality for the commerce of all nations in the Far East. I was 
informed by H[i8] E [xcellency] , on the 20th instant, that he had received on the 
previous day a telegram from Mr. Hay, to the effect that Prance fully concurred in the 
proposal of the lT[nited] 'S[tates’] Gov[ernmen]t and desired no concessions of 
territory in China. 

Mr. Choate added that, according to the papers, this was regarded as completing 
the general concurrence of the Great Powers and was another step in securing the 
integrity of China. 

[I am, &c. 

LANSDOWNE.] 

(^) [v. supra, p. 69, No. 61.] 


No, 65. - 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdoicne 

F,0. Japan 691. 

(No. 84.) Secret. T6ki6, D. March 24, 1905. 

My Lord, E. April 26, 1905. 

On the 19th instant I received Your Lordship’s telegram (No. 23 Seeret)(^) 
informing me that His Majesty’s Government had been secretly informed that the 
Japanese Government had expressed to the American Government a desire for mediation. 
Tour Lordship added that this desire had been expressed quite recently, and asked 
whether I had any reason for believing the report to be well founded. As all the 
information in my possession, derived from personal intercourse with Cabinet 
Ministers and Statesmen, with whom the destinies of Japan now rest, was of a 
nature to make me believe that an appeal for mediation was the very last thing 
contemplated by the Japanese Government, Your Lordship’s telegram came as a 
great surprise. 

The entire press of Japan has never for one moment, since the commencement 
of the war, wavered in its determination to continue the war with Eussia, until the 
latter sued for peace. 


(^) [Not reproduced. The telegram was despatched on March 10.] 
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The day before the receipt of Your Lordship’s telegram, the Prime Minister, 
speaking at a banquet given Oy the leading bankers and business men of Japan, 
when thanking them for the moral and financial support they had so unhesitatingly 
and ungrudgingly given the Government in prosecuting the war, had stated in the 
most emphatic manner that Japan would continue the war unflinchingly until she 
emerged therefrom victorious. The Minister for Foreign Affairs has repeatedly 
informed me that Japan’s quarrel was with Eussia, and with Eussia alone would 
she enter into peace negotiations, and then only when the Eussian Government, as 
represented by the Emperor, the Court and the War Party, shewed an unmistakable 
desire to commence Peace Negotiations. It was therefore incomprehensible to me 
that Japan, at a moment when her arms were being triumphantly carried to the 
walls of Mukden, when the complete command of Far Eastern waters was in her 
grasp, should “intimate to the United States a desire for mediation.’’ 

In view of the above facts and considerations I telegraphed to Your Lordship 
that I saw no reasons for believing the report respecting mediation to be well founded. 
I added that it was possible that the United States Government had expressed a 
desire to act as mediators, although no information to that effect had reached me. 

It will be within Your Lordship’s recollection that, on the 25th of January, I 
reported by telegram (my telegram Secret, No. 22j(“) that the information in the 
possession of the Japanese Government was to the effect that the War Party in 
Eussia was still in the ascendant, and likely to remain so, and if the Japanese 
Government were absolutely certain that the proposals for peace emanated from the 
War Party, and were seriously put forward, they would be discussed. On the same 
day, in my telegram No. 23, f“) I reported that Baron Komura’s personal opinion was 
that the war would continue, that the Eussians were being greatly strengthened on 
the Sha-ho, and that hostilities would recommence in March. * On the 10th of 
February I again reported by telegraph that Baron Komura had informed me that 
not until the Tzar and his Government shewed most unmistakably that they were 
desirous of peace, could the question of peace be even considered. 

Baron Komura, the Prime Minister, Marquis Ito and other statesmen have 
always held the same language to me, and never once has the word mediation been 
mentioned. 

This afternoon I had an interview with Baron Komura on ordinary matters, at 
the conclusion of which His Excellency said that he would like to put before me the 
views of the Japanese Government respecting the present general state of affairs 
— this question had been fully discussed at a Cabinet meeting held that afternoon. 
Briefly the views of the Japanese Government were as follows. They considered 
that the battle oi Mukden had been a very serious blow to Eussia, and that the 
opinion of all important States, including France, was that Eussia’s position in 
the war, both by sea and by land, was well-nigh hopeless. From information at the 
disposal of the Japanese Government, the vast bulk of the Eussian people were of 
the same opinion, and desired peace; there was also an influential party in Eussia 
of the same opinion, but the Tzar and the Court were more determined than ever to 
continue the war, and orders for further extensive mobilisation had been issued. 
Under the circumstances the Japanese Government were equally determined to 
prosecute the war with the utmost vigour. I remarked that if the important States, 
including France, were convinced of the hopelessness of the struggle on the part of 
Eussia, had not the time for mediation come — might not France use her influence in 
the cause of peace? 

Baron Komura replied that in view of the determined attitude of the Tzar, it 
would be very difficult for France to make a inove without running grave risks of 
meeting with a rebuff. I then tentatively suggested that, considering the great 
issues at stake, might not Japan suggest mediation? To this Baron Komura at once 
replied, “ that would be little ehort of madness, for the War Party in Eussia would 

(2) [Not reproduced.] 
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at once look upon it as a sign of weakness, and be strengthened in their resolve to 
continue the war,” '‘No,” he added; "we entered into this war with the full 
knowledge and belief that it would be a long business, and we are quite prepared 
to fight to the end.” 

I made some further observations on the general subject of mediation, and 
elicited that the Japanese Government had most certainly not made suggestions of 
mediation to the United States or any other Government, neither had suggestions 
been received from any Government in the matter. The above information I 
communicated to Your Lordship by telegram. 

I have, &e. 

CLAUDE M. Macdonald. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 
Very interesting and imjporiunt. 


E,R. 


[ED. NOTE. — The peace overtures are described in Tyler Dennett’s Boosevelt, ch. VIII 
and following chapters. There had been overtures in the summer of 1904 (p. 156) and in the 
autumn and winter of 1904 {G.P. XIX, II, ch. 137). In February 1905 M. Witte began discussions 
with Viscount Hayashi (Tyler Dennett, p. 171). On April 5, M. Delcass4 opened the subject 
with the Japanese representative in Paris, and a hint was transmitted tO' President Roosevelt on 
April 18 (pp. 176-7) that he might be asked to act as mediator. He was then in Colorado, and a 
further suggestion was made by the Japanese Government on May 2 (pp. 183-5) which alsO' gives 
some of Lord Lansdowne’s views. For M. Witte’s account, v. Mdmoires (1921), ch. VI. On one 
occasion the subject seems to have been mentioned in correspondence between King Edward and 
President Roosevelt, v. Sir Sidney Lee : King Edward FJJ, (1927), 11, pp. 432-3. There is sonae 
important information supplementary to Tyler Dennett in A. L. P, Dennis : Adventurss in 
American Diplomacy (1896-1906) New York (1928), ch. XIV.] 


No. 66. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. . 

E.O. Eussia 1700. 

<No. 228.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. A'pril 4, 1905. 

My Lord, E. A'pril 15, 1905. 

In Sir 0- Scott’s despatch to Your Lordship No. 69 Confidential of the 18th of 
February 1904, (^) Mr. Kurino is reported to have said that Count Lamsdorff had not 
imparted to him the actual contents of the Eussian note telegraphed to Admiral 
Alexeieff on the 4th of February 1904, but that he had given him in confidence his 
personal views of the terms on which a satisfactory settlement might be arrived at. 
These views, Mr. Kurino told Sir C. Scott, did not, in his opinion Hold out any hope 
of being acceptable to his Government. 

' The contents of the Eussian note have, to the best of my belief, not been made 
public, but thanks to the courtesy of a gentleman who has had access to the document 
in question, I am able to give to Your Lordship a summary of the reply of the 
Eussian Government, which takes the form of a series of nine articles, of which I 
have the honour to enclose a copy herewith. 

Fi^m a comparison of this document with the instructions given to Mr. Kurino, 
of which Viscount Hayashi left a copy at the Foreign Office on the 14th of January 

(^) [Not reproduced. It described and oommentod on the Russo-Japanese negotiations of 
February 4-'10, which immediately preceded the outbreak of war.] 
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]904,(“) and, taking the modifications proposed by the Japanese Government 
successively as numbered therein. Your Lordship will notice that : — 

1. The first clause of Article V of the Eussian counter-proposal relating to the 

“use of Corean territory for strategic purposes ” is maintained. 

2. The creation of a neutral zone is stated in Article IX to be desirable. 

8. (a.) The “ recognition by Japan of Manchuria and its littoral as being outside 
her sphere of interest ” is inserted in Article YI, while the “ engagement 
on the part of Eussia to respect the territorial integrity of China in 
Manchuria ” is ignored. 

(b.) The proposed engagement on the part of Eussia to respect the rights and 
privileges of Japan and other Powers in Manchuria is accepted. 

(c.) The “recognition by Eussia of Corea and its littoral ” as being outside her 
sphere of interest is omitted. 

4. The proposed additional article containing a “recognition by Japan of Eussia’s 
special interests in Manchuria’’ is also omitted. 

The settlement proposed in these nine articles deals almost exclusively with Corea 
no mention being made of the sovereignty of China in Manchuria nor of the territorial 
integrity of that province, and it is not surprising that its te.xt has not hitherto been 
published, in view of the statements repeatedly made by the Eussian Government tO' 
the effect that their reply contained a satisfactory solution of all pending questions 
with Japan. 

T n a V A 

CHABLES HAEDINGE. 


Enclosure in No. 66. 

Counter-Proposal to Japan, made before the outbreak of War. 

1. A mutual engagement to respect the independence and territorial integrity of 
Korea. 

2. An engagement on the part of Eussia not to impede the commercial and 
industrial undertakings of Japan in Korea, nor to oppose measures for the safeguarding 
of such interests in Korea, 

3. Eecognition by Eussia of Japan's preponderating interests in Korea, and of 
her right to offer advice and assistance tending to improve the administration of Korea. 

4. Mutual obligation not to use any part of Korean territory for strategic purposes,. 

(^) [-o, Gooch S Teniperley, Vol. 11, pp. 233-4. The following extract is printed here for 
the convenience of readers : — 

1st, Suppression of the first clause of Artiele Y of the Russian counter-proposal (presented 
to the Japanese Government through Baron Rosen on the 11th December last), that is to aay^ 
“ not to use any part of Corean territory for strategic purposes.” 

2nd. Suppression of the whole article concerning the establishment of a neutral zone. 

3rd. The Russian proposal concerning Manchuria to be agreed to, with the following 
modifications : — 

(a.) Recognition by Japan of Manchuria and its littoral as being outside her sphere 
of interest, and an engagement on the part of Russia to respect the territorial integrity 
of China in Manchuria. 

(h.) Russia, within the limits of Manchuria, will not impede Japan or other Powers 
in the enjoyment of rights and privileges acquired by them under existing Treaties with 
China. 

(c.) Recognition by Russia of Corea and its littoral as being outside her sphere of 
interest. 

4th. Addition of an Article to the following effect : — 

Recognition by Japan of Russia’s special interests in Manchuria, and of the right of 
Russia to tahe measures necessary for the protection of those interests.] 
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nor to undertake any military works on the coasts of Korea which might menace the 
free navigation of the Korean Straits. 

5. Eecognition by Eussia of Japan’s right to send troops into Korea in accordance 
with the preceding articles, for the suppression of insurrections or disorders calculated 
to create international complications. 

6. Engagement by Eussia to respect the rights and privileges acquired by Japan, 
as well as by other powers in Manchuria through treaties with China; Japan to 
recognise Manchuria and littoral as beyond her sphere of interest. 

7. Mutual agreement not to impede the junction of the Korean and Eastern 
Chinese Eailroads when they reach the Yalu. 

8. This agreement to supplant all previous agreements between Eussia and Japan 
respecting Korea. 

9. The desirability, if possible, of creating a neutral zone in Korea. 


No. 67. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1700. 

(No. 244.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. April 11, 1905. 

My Lord, E. April 15, 1905. 

During the past few weeks succeeding the battle of Mukden the question of peace 
has been once more put forward and anxiously discussed by all those desirous of its 
realisation. The Eussian Government have hitherto invariably maintained their 
readiness to discuss any proposals made to them by Japan, but that no initiative in that 
sense need be expected on their side. In spite of the persistent rumours which have 
been prevalent in the European press of the action of the President of the United States 
as intermediary between Eussia and Japan, the Eussian Government assert that no 
step has been taken by them in that direction and that no approach has been made 
to them by Mr. Boosevelt. This I believe to be intrinsically true, but I hear on good 
authority that there is no doubt that the views of the Eussian Government as to the 
basis of any discussion viz. that there should be no war indemnity and no surrender of 
Eussian territory were informally communicated to Mr. Eoosevelt from French sources, 
probably through the French Ambassador in Washington with whom the President is 
said to be on friendly terms. That, after such a communication, there should be no 
further question of the consideration of peace on such terms by Japan can hardly 
be surprising in view of the relative position of the Eussian and Japanese armies and’ 
the series of important victories obtained by the latter during 14 months of war. 

The discussion which has been provoked in the Press and in all shades of society, 
though barren of immediate results, can only tend to make peace draw nearer. The' 
press is almost unanimous in favour of peace, the “ Novoe Vremja ” and “ Moskovskiya 
Viedomosti” being practically the only advocates of a continuation of the war. The 
organs even of Prince Oukhtomsky and Prince Meshtshersky are in favour of a cessation 
of hostilities. In society in St. Petersburg the advocates of peace have obtained 
numerous adherents, and its possibility is now openly discussed even in military circles 
where a few months ago any mention of peace would have been regarded as an act of 
treason. In spite of the arguments to show the futility of prolonging the war being 
irrefutable, it is known that the Emperor, though now less decided than hitherto in his 
opposition, is still the chief obstacle to a policy of peace. Although his Ministers have 
more than once urged upon His Majesty the necessity of peace owing to the internal 
situation of the cquntry, the Emperor refuses to listen to their counsels and accuses 
them of a want of^ patriotism. In the same manner as when the question of peace 
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was raised before the battle of Mukden, the Military pai-ty urged upon the Emperor 
that it would be impossible to make peace when four hundred thousand invincible 
troops had been placed in line facing the Japanese, so also the same advisers now urge 
upon His Majesty that it would be absurd to make peace at a moment when Admiral 
Eojestvensky is drawing near to the scene of military operations with a large squadron 
which he has trained and brought to such a state of perfection as to be able to defeat, 
or at least seriously damage, the Japanese fleet which is persistently described as 
having leaking boilers, injured turrets, worn out guns and diminished speed, while 
a decisive victory would entirely change the aspect of the campaign on land. The 
question of whether such victory as may be achieved would give to the remains of 
the Eussian Fleet more than a temporary command of the sea is studiously ignored. 
It seems as though the Emperor and his advisers refuse to recognise the situation 
as it really is, and regardless of the consequences are now about to stake their last 
card on the chance of Admiral Eojestvensky obtaining a naval success. It is argued 
that even if Admiral Eojestvensky is decisively beaten the army will be in no worse 
position than before, and it is hoped that a few ships may be able to escape either to 
Vladivostock or to a neutral port where they would be disarmed but would still form 
the nucleus of a fleet after the conclusion of peace. 

In the meantime military preparations are being pushed forward with increased 
energy, contracts which were at one moment cancelled have now been renewed, and 
there is every indication of a determination to carry on the campaign vigorously on 
land. General Linievitch’s Army is said to be entirely reorganised and the morale of 
the troops completely restored. Two additional Army Corps have in the meanwhile 
reached Head-Quarters, and a hundred and twenty thousand reservists from the last 
mobilisation in November are being gradually despatched to the front to refill the 
depleted ranks. They will be followed later by the recruits who were called to the 
colours last autumn, of whom there are one hundred and thirty thousand belonging to 
regiments operating in Manchuria. These troops in their entirety cannot possibly reach 
Manchuria before the end of this year and if, as seems certain, the Japanese armies 
continue to act on the offensive and the scale of recent Eussian losses is maintained, 
they will be entirely inadequate to raise the effective of the Eussian Army beyond that 
which can be easily outnumbered by the Japanese. 

It is said that the return of a defeated and disaffected army would constitute a 
serious danger to the State, but the alternative of this or a continuation of the war is 
a choice of evils of which the autocracy and Government will either now or in a few 
months time have to face the consequences, 

I have, &c. 

chaei.es HAEDINGE. 


No. 68. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDonald. 

P.O. Japan 590. 

<No. 72.) Confidential- 

Sir, Foreign Office, A'pril 19, 1905. 

The Japanese Minister told me today that on the Srd instant M. Delcass^ had 
spoken to the Japanese Minister at Paris with regard to the possibility of peace. 
M. DelcasB§ was convinced that the Eussian Government desired peace, and would 
make it if terms not too humiliating were put within her reach. Mr. Motono had 
asked M. Deleass^ what terms he had in his mind. M. DelcassS had replied that 
ik&re must be no cession of Eussian territory and no indemnity. Any terms from 
which these points were omitted might be discussed, but M, Delcass§ thought it 
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advisable that the two Powers should negotiate directly. On the 13th instant 
M. Delcasse had referred again to the same subject. Mr. Motono had answered, 
under instructions, that the Japanese Government thought it unfair that they should 
be bound as to certain points while Eussia would enter the negotiations entirely 
unpledged. In the view of the Japanese Government there must be no such 
restriction of the limits within which a discussion of the terms of peace might take 
place. 

Viscount Hayashi added that the matter rested there, but that he thought the 
Japanese Government would not object if some friendly Power were to endeavour to 
bring the two belligerents together. 

I am, &c. 

LANSDOWNE. 


No. 69. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1700. 

(No. 299.) St. Petersburgh, D. May 7, 1905. 

My Lord, E. May IS, 1905. 

Monsieur de Witte spoke to me today on the subject of the general situation in 
Eussia. He expressed himself in a pessimistic tone. He saw no hope of a victorious 
issue of the war and little prospect of peace. A continuance of the war meant the 
general paralysis of Eussia as a civilized European power. It meant also a free hand 
to Germany in Western Europe. Without losing a man or spending a sou Germany 
had gained more in the last year than by all the sacrifices and victims of 1870. 

Eussia had been forced to surrender to Germany’s commercial demands, by which 
Germany had been enabled to carry to a triumphant issue her system of commercial 
treaties by which she had imposed her will on Central Europe, and in the sphere of 
politics it was impossible for Eussia to resent German action, however much opposed 
to her own interests or those of her ally. From a military point of view, Eussia had 
almost ceased to existjin Europe. 

For the last thirty years the power of Germany had been curtailed by her 
geographical position, between two Powers, one a certain and the other a possible 
enemy. For a century Eussia had enjoyed the immense advantage of having no 
enemy in her rear. And now, owing to a wholly unnecessary policy of adventure 
Eussia had put herself into that same position which had proved so embarrassing to 
Germany. The archives of the British Foreign Office, would prove, he said, how from 
the very beginning he had opposed this policy and how he had done all he could to 
prevent the occupation of Port Arthur and the construction of the Southerp branch 
of the Manchurian Eailway. He had done so because he knew that that occupation 
would ensure the estrangement of England and the hostility of Japan. 

It might be accident, or it might he design ; but he could not help believing that 
the whole policy of Germany for the last ten years had been directed towards the 
object of creating between Eussia and Japan the same relations of permanent hostility 
as existed between France and Germany. And, if so, her policy, in which every detail 
seemed carefully adjusted to the end in view, had indeed been crowned with success. 
He could not help comparing the attitude of Germany towards Eussia with that which 
she had adopted towards other countries with similar results. There was the same 
encouragement to both parties — ^first to one and then to the other — ^which had induced 
each to embark in a contest in which they counted, and cormted in vain, on German 
support. There was the same “benevolent” and not unprofitable neutrality, and in 
the end there was the same enfeeblement of the belligerents and the corresponding 
advantage to Germany. 
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In conclusion he pointed out with great earnestness that whether or no the 
yellow peril” existed in Asia, there was no doubt that from an European point of 
view, the existence and power of Eussia was a matter of the first importance to 
Western nations and that it was in their interest that a struggle should be put an 
end to, which, if long continued, would ensure for an indefinite period the supremacy 
of the German Empire in Europe. 

In saying this he begged me to remember that he himself had neither power nor 
influence. 

I have, &c. 

CECIL SPEING-EICE. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 

M. Witte s remarks are very much to the point. 

EM, 


No. 70. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Japan 595. Tokio, May 29, 1905. 

I'el. (No. 126.) Very Confidential. D. 11-50 a.m. 

Baltic Fleet. 

Naval action between the opposing fleets commenced 2 p.m. May 27 in the 
Tsushima Straits and continued all yesterday. Torpedo attacks were made nights of 
May 28 and 27th. Sieaoi Veliki captured but sank before reaching port. Another 
battleship of the ” Kniaz Suvarov ” class sunk, four Euasian cruisers sunk or captured, 
and five torpedo-boat destroyers out of nine sunk. * 

Main body of Japanese Fleet gone north in pursuit. 

Japanese losses one torpedo-boat destroyer sunk and one second-class cruiser 
badly damaged. 

^ Above from the minister for P[oreign] A[ffairs] who begs it may not be published 
until the Navy Department issue full report. 


No. 71. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdowne, 

F.O. America 2581. Lenox, June % 1905. 

Tel. (Unnumbered.) E. 9 p.m. 

Japanese Minister asked President yesterday whether he knew views of His 
Majesty’s Government regarding terms Japanese should now impose. President asks 
whether you are disposed to give him their views confidentially, though he 
understands difficulty of expressing opinion without knowing what terms Japan 
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contemplates. Japanese Minister did not mention matter in conversation with me. 
Please answer to Washington in cypher P. 


[ED. NOTE . — ^Lord Lansdowne in reply (Tel. No. 64 of June 3, D. 4'30 p.m., F.O. America 
2581) declared he knew nothing of the Japanese terms and would prefer to await '* the impression 
produced by recent maritime catastrophe [Tsushima] on temper and expectations of both 
belligerents.”] 


No. 72. 

The Marquess of Lansdowus to Sir G. Hardinge. 

P.O. Eussia 1697. 

(No. 180.) 

■Sir, Foreign Office, June 2, 1905. 

The Eussian Ambassador asked me this afternoon whether I could authorise 
him to add anything to the report which B[[i8] E[xcellency] was about to send to 
St. Petersburg in regard to the statement which I made last night at a public dinner 
upon the subject of the possibility of an eventual modification of the Anglo-Japanese 
Agreement. 

I said that it did not occur to me that I could usefully add anything to my 
remarks, except perhaps that I could not insist too strongly upon the fact that our 
policy in the Far East was essentially non-aggressive and peaceful. 

H[iB] E[xcellency] enquired whether he might inform the Eussian Gov[6rn- 
men]t that, supposing the Agreement were modified, such modification could not in 
any case involve a change in the character of the neutrality of H[is] M[ajeBty’8] 
Gov[ernmen]t during the progress of the present war. 

I replied that I had no objection to his making such a statement to the Eussian 
Gov[ernmen]t. 

[I am, &c.] 

L[ANSD0WNE]. 


No. 78. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. America 2581. Washington, D. June 5, 1905. 

Tel. (No. 51.) Secret. E. 11 p.m. 

Mr. O’Beime called on President yesterday and communicated substance of 
your telegram No. 64, (^) which the President said was just what he had expected. 

The President then said that he gathered from the Japanese Minister that Japan 
was now disposed to make peace if she got really favourable terms. He had 
ascertained from Japanese Minister that Japan, in considering question of indemnity, 
had been inclined to take as a basis the sum paid by France after the war in 1870. 

Japanese Government were also taking into account a statement said to have 
been made by Lord Eothschild, that "he could find a loan of 500,000,000 dollars to 
Eussia for the indemnity if one-half remained in London, one-quarter was paid to 
Japan in cash, and one-quarter in Eussian bonds. Japanese Minister’s recent 
inquiry as to the views of His Majesty’s Government was probably in connection 
with this proposal. 


(’) [v. Ed. note above.] 
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Japanese Minister had further made the following inquiry : Did the President 
thinV that, if Japan used the German Emperor to bring pressure on the Czar, 

England would regard it as an offence?(®) 

The President had answered that, as far as the United States were concerned, 
all that they desired was peace. The President thought that the significance of this 
inquiry was merely that Japanese Minister knew German Emperor to have more 
influence with the Czar than he had. Japanese Minister had also said that Japan 
had some reason to think that Germany would seek territorial compensation in the 
Far East, but that he had (? group omitted; ? told) German Emperor, of course, 
she could not have.(^) 

The President went on to say that in a conversation with Eussian Ambassador 
on 3rd June he had pointed out bluntly the hopelessness of Eussia s position, and 
begged Ambassador to say to the Czar that the President strongly urged the necessity 
for making peace. 

He told the Eussian Ambassador that he was ready to take the initiative in 
proposing to both belligerents to let their Eepresentatives meet at some point between 
Harbin and Mukden. The President thought [it] best that nothing be said about terms 
until the Eepresentatives met. Not being sure that Eussian Ambassador would lay 
this proposition before the Czar, President was considering whether he would instruct 
United States’ Ambassador at St. Petersburgh to do so. He was going to invite 
German Emperor, through the German Ambassador, to use his influence in the same 
direction, (‘^1 and he had requested French Ambassador to ask M. DelcaesS to do 
the same. 


MABGINAL MINUTES BY KING EDWARD. 
(®) I should say not. — E.R. 

(®) Of course not. — E.R. 

(^) Quite agree. — E.R. 


No. 74. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. America 2581. Washington, D. June 5, 1905. 

Tel. (No. 53.) Secret. E. June 6, 1905, 7-30 a.m. 

My tel[6gram] No. 51. (^) 

President today again sent for Mr. O’Beirne to say that he had received a message 
from the German Emperor. (“) Emperor stated he had informed Czar that he con- 
sidered it urgently necessary for him to make peace, and that person best suited to 
make an appeal to the Japanese to grant reasonable terms was the U[nit6d] S[tate8] 
President. H[iB] M[ajesty] had urged Czar to approach the President with that 
object either through the ordinary channels or by authorizing the German Emperor 
to put himself into communication on the subject with the President. 

The President said he thought it time to act at once as he did not wish to be asked 
by Eussia to approach Japan in the sense suggested and least of all through the 
instrumentality of the German Emperor. 

He had accordingly telegraphed instructions to the U[nited] S[tates] Ambassador 
at Petersburg to ask for an audience with the Czar, to urge hopelessness of continuing 

(1) [d. immediately preceding document.] 

(*) (». O.P. XIX, n, pp. 607-10. The Kaiser’s message was wired on the 8rd and answered 
by the President on the 6th, v. also letter of Kaiser to Czar of June 3, pp. 419-21 and in 
Kaiser’s letters to the Tsar (1920), pp. 183-90.] 
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the struggle and to press upon H[is] M[ajesty] the desirability of his consenting to 
request of President that Euesian and Japanese plenipotentiaries should meet to 
confer as to whether it is not possible for them to agree as to terms of peace. The 
Ambassador was to say that the President believed that a direct interview without 
intermediaries was the best course. After the meeting had been held it would be time 
enough to discuss suggestions as to terms from any outside Power. If Eussia would 
consent to such a meeting the President would try" to procure Japan’s consent acting 
on his own initiative and not stating that Eussia had agreed. If, as he believed, he 
succeeded he would then openly ask each Power to agree to meeting. As to the 
place of meeting, President suggested somewhere between Harbin and Mukden. 

The President told Mr. O’Beirne that he had informed German Emperor of the 
instructions^ sent to ^[nited] S[tates] Ambassador and he had also requested 
M. Delcasse, without informing him of the message from the German Emperor, to 
send instructions to the French Ambassador at St. Petersburg to urge Czar to agree 
to proposal which he was now making. The President hoped that combined repre- 
sentations of Germany, Prance and the Urnitedl STtatesl might overcome reluctance 
of the Czar. 


[ED, NOTE,— Sii: M. Durand’s despatch No. 98, Secret, June 8, received June 19, 1905, 
F.O. America 2579, enclosed a statement reporting the interviews described in these telegrams- 
It also enclosed the following. 

The White House, Washington, June 5, 1905. 

^ Memorandum for despatch to he sent by the State Department, 

Secret. 

Ambassador Meyer will at once call on His Majesty the Czar and say that he does so by 
personal direction of the President to urge upon His Majesty the desirability of his consenting 
to the request of the President to have Bepresentatives of Bussia meet with Bepresentatives of 
Japan to confer as to whether peace cannot now be made. The President speaks with the most 
earnest and sincere desire to advise what is best for Bussia. It is the judgnaent of all outsiders, 
including all of Kussia’s most ardent friends, that the present contest is absolutely hopeless and 
that to continue it can only result in the loss of all Buasia’s possessions in East Asia. To avert 
trouble, and, as he fears, what is otherwise inevitable disaster, the President most earnestly 
advises that an effort be made by a direct interview without intermediary between Bussian and 
Japanese plenipotentiaries, to see if it is not possible for them to agree as to terms of peace. 
The President believes it would be better for the representatives of the two Powers to discuss 
the whole peace question themselves rather than for any outside Power to do more than endeavour 
to arrange the^ meeting — ^that is, to ask both Powers whether they will not consent to meet. 
After the meeting has been held it will be time enough, if need be, to discuss suggestions as to 
the terms from any outside friend of either party. If Bussia will consent to such a meeting the 
President will try to get Japan’s consent, acting simply on his own initiative and not saying 
that Bussia has consented, and the President beHeves he will succeed. Russia’s answer to ibis 
request will be kept strictly secret, as will all that has so far transpired, nothing being made 
public until Japan also agrees. The President will then openly ask each Power to agree to the 
meeting, which can thereupon be held. As to the place of the meeting, the President would 
suggest some place between Harbin and Mukden; but this is a mere suggestion. The President 
earnestly hopes for a speedy and favourable answer to avert bloodshed and calamity, (i)] 

(^) [Printed in Tyler Dennett’s Roosevelt (1925), pp. 221^2, and reproduced here for 
convenience.] 


[16942] 
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No. 76. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir M. Durand. 


P.O. America 2678. 

(No. 148.) Confidential. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 5, 1906. 

Mr. Whitelaw Eeid called upon me yesterday, and brought me a copy of the 
Letters of Credence which he presented to His Majesty this morning. His Excellency 
was good enough to deliver to me a message of an extremely friendly character 
from the President, who had instructed him to express the satisfaction with which 
he had observed the close correspondence which existed between the policy of 
His Majesty’s Government and that of the United States on the most important 
international questions. The President had no reason to doubt that the diplomacy 
of the United States and that of Great Britain would be found moving upon parallel 
lines in the future. His Excellency added that the President’s relations with 
yourself had been of the most confidential and satisfactory character. 

We had some conversation with regard to the situation in the Far East, and 
I mentioned to His Excellency the substance of your telegram of the 2nd of June,(^) 
as to which I observed that in my opinion it was 'impossible, until we had had further 
opportunities of judging the efiEect of the recent catastrophe to the Bussian Fleet, to 
form any opinion of the manner in which the attitude of the belligerents would' be 
affected by it. I said however that I would impart to you, for the information of 
the United States Government, any information which might seem to me likely to 
be of use to them in forming a judgment. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 


[I am, &c. 

LANSDOWNE.] 


App[rove]d. — B.E. 


C) [v. supra, pp. 78-9, No. 71.] 


No. 76. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1701. 

(No. 365.) St. Petersburgh, D. June 5 , 1905. 

My Lord, E, 10 ^ 

The extent of the naval disaster in the Oorean Straits (*) has at last become 
generally known and it is now possible to appreciate to a certain extent the impression 
which it has made upon public opinion in Eussia and upon social and oflfieial circles 
in St. Petersburg, although it is as yet premature to forecast what its political 
consequences will be. 

To explain the humiliation and despair now felt on all sides it must be remembered 
that on the departure of the First Squadron from Cronstadt in August last under the 
command of Admiral Eojestvensky few of the general pubho ever believed that the 
Baltic Fleet would reach Far Eastern waters and, except amongst naval circles, there 
was a general indifference to its fate. 

The excitement caused by the incident on the Dogger Bank in October last, the 
gradual progress of the fleet round the coasts of Africa, and the meeting of its 
oompqnent parts at Madagascar, attracted public attention, and the praise bestowed 
upon the movements and tactics of the Fleet by French naval critics in African 

(^) [op, supra, p, 78, No, 70.] 
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waters raised Eussian hopes until the opinion dawned upon the people that the 
Squadrons which had met at Madagascar formed not merely an assembly of naval units 
of varying values but a powerful fighting machine in the hands of an Admiral in whose 
bravery, skill and determination the whole of the country had every confidence. 
The safe arrival of the fleet without loss in Indo-Chinese waters was hailed as an 
extraordinary feat, and public confidence in the Admiral and his ships was still further 
enhanced by the junction of Admiral Nebogatoff’s Squadron, thus forming on paper a 
most imposing array of battleships far surpassing in number and guns those which 
the Japanese could bring to meet them. The fact that the fleet was composed of 
vessels of every type, date, and speed was ignored as was also the fact that, in spite 
of constant practice and repeated manoeuvres, crews which were at the outset undrilled 
and inexperienced in their duties, could not, even through the energy and ceaseless 
activity of their Admiral, become thoroughly efficient and well trained when their 
officers were themselves wanting in experience and training. The hopes of the Eussian 
public had thus by a series of events been raised from a State of callous indifference 
to one of overweening confidence in the probable success of the Baltic Fleet which was 
not justified by either the quality of the ships or of the men, the superiority over 
the Japanese naval forces being in fact merely on paper. 

The disillusion which followed the news of the catastrophe, when it became each 
hour more impossible to conceal the extent of the disaster, was all the greater owing to 
the hopeful expectations which had been created. The press was at first incredulous, 
but as the earlier rumours of disaster were steadily corroborated from various sources 
with even more harrowing details than those that preceded them, leaving no room 
for further doubt, a shadow of gloom and consternation spread over the land. The 
cup of bitterness and humiliation was filled to overflowing by the news of the surrender of 
four Eussian battleships together with the Admiral in command of the Fourth Squadron. 
Various rumours are current in explanation of what is regarded as a discreditable 
incident, and it is stated that this squadron had already mutinied in the Bed Sea 
when four of the mutineers were hung as exemplary punishment, and that a further 
mutiny had occurred during the battle, the flags of three of Admiral Nebogatofi’s 
battleships being struck in defiance of the Adroirars orders. On the other hand the 
surrender is explained on the not improbable hypothesis of inferior guns, bad and 
insufficient ammunition, antiquated machinery and worn-out boilers and engines. It 
will only be later that the real truth will be known. 

Society in St. Petersburg is full of lamentation for lost relations and friends and 
of sickening doubt as to the fate of many of whom no certain information has been 
received. It may with truth be said that this is the first occasion during the 
present campaign that the horrors of war have been brought home to people in 
St. Petersburg, since none of the regiments of the Guards have left the capital and 
only a very limited number of officers of the garrison has volunteered for active 
service in the Far Bast, and as these mostly held Staff appointments the losses have 
been comparatively small. In the present instance a large percentage of the officers 
on board the ships of the Baltic Fleet belong to the ‘‘ Equipage " of the Guard which 
comprises members of the best families in Eussia, while the officers of the battle-ship 
‘'Alexander III*' were the Hite of the Eussian nobility. 

The question which is now uppermost in the minds of all is how far the question 
of the continuation of the war will be affected by the crushing defeat and complete 
destruction of the whole of the Eussian Navy. 

The organs of the liberal press advocate peace and the immediate convocation of 
a Zemsky ^bor. The “Novoe Vremya'* and some of the reactionary press urge 
the prolongation of the war and the summons of a Zemsky Sobor to decide the 
question of how to continue the war and how to find the necessary means of doing so. 
The oft repeated statement is made that it would be impossible to make peace without 
having achieved at least one victory, the spectre of the yellow peril is conjured up 
for the benefit of foreign countries, allusions are made to the hundred years' war and 
the thirty years' war, and Napoleon's capture of Moscow is quoted as an occasion 
[16942] G 2 
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when Eussia defeated did not sue for peace. The idea of this section of the press is 
that The Emperor and Government by making concessions to the people with a view 
to ensuring their future welfare would be thus able to quiet the agitation now 
simmering throughout the country, to extend the area of mobilisation now restricted 
by disturbance, and to induce the people to make still further sacrifices for the 
continuance of the war. On the other hand it is very widely stated, and to judge 
by the general feeling in the country, with more probability of truth, that as soon as 
a Zemsky Sobor had been convoked the first demands made by such an Assembly 
would be for peace and reforms. 

It is significant that on the news of the catastrophe becoming known Eussian 
Consols rose half a point on the St. Petersburg Bourse, the explanation of this being 
the conviction of the financiers of the imminence of peace. 

As regards the all important question of the attitude of The Emperor towards the 
opening of peace negotiations or the continuation of war there is a general consensus 
of opinion that His Majesty is still opposed to peace, in spite of the fact that the 
Govermnent and Chief officials, with the exception of some of the military party, are 
opposed to the further continuation of hostihties. It is currently reported, and I have 
every reason to believe it to be true, that the question of peace or war was discussed 
at a Council of War a few days ago in the presence of The Emperor at Tsarskoe Selo. 
The Emperor appeared to be hesitating in his opinion, but the Grand Duke Vladimir 
rose and made an impressive speech advocating peace. Hie Imperial Highness was 
however outvoted by the military and naval carpet knights and finally no decision 
was taken by The Emperor. The Grand Duke, with hie characteristic frankness of 
speech is stated to have said in the presence of The Emperor that the war was now so 
hopeless that the best course to pursue would be to send a blank paper with His 
Majesty’s signature at its foot to Tokid and to ask the Japanese to fill in their con- 
ditions of peace. 

The general opinion of The Emperor’s frame of mind at the present moment is 
that, just as after the battle of Mukden, when the question of peace was under 
discussion he resolutely put it on one side until a trial of strength had been made 
between the Eussian and Japanese fleets, so now refusing to admit final defeat and 
turning a deaf ear to any suggestion of conditions of peace of a humiliating character, 
His Majesty remembers only the fact that he has still an army of .three hundred 
thousand men in Manchuria and still nourishes the hope that the fortune of war 
may yet turn and that the Eussian arms may at the eleventh hour secure a success 
which would satisfy the national self esteem and avoid the necessity of accepting 
onerous and humiliating conditions of peace. Persistence in this attitude will 
probably end in a further defeat and retreat on land within the next few weeks, and 
the position of The Emperor and the dynasty who are deeply compromised in this war 
will after each reverse become more critical. I am of opinion with many others that 
the safest course for The Emperor in order to extricate himself from the impaase in 
which he now finds himself would be to submit the question of peace or war' to his 
people either by the immediate convocation of a Zemsky Sobor, or, what would be 
more simple still, by taking the opinion of the provincial zemstvos and so to cover 
the responsibility of the Crown for whatever course may be decided upon. 

It is to be hoped in the interest of Eussia and of Europe that the logic of facts 
will make itself felt and that the folly of prolonging a war which has been a long 
series of continuous defeats terminating in the absolute annihilation of what eighteen 
months ago was a powerful Navy, will within the next few days be realised and that 
an end will be put to a disastrous war which has only been productive of defeat and 
loss of prestige abroad and of commercial ruin, financial depression and revolutionary 
agitation at home. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 
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No. 77. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDonald. 

F.O. Japan 594. Foreign Office, June 6, 1905. 

Tel (No. 66.) Secret. D. 5*30 p.m. 

President of the United States has been informed by German Emperor that he 
has advised Czar that it is urgently necessary for him to make peace and that he 
should approach President as person best suited to appeal to the Japanese to grant 
reasonable terms. 

President has instructed American Ambassador to ask for audience of the Czar 
and propose that Eussian and Japanese Plenipotentiaries should meet somewhere 
between Harbin and Mukden to consider possibility of agreement as to the terms of 
peace. 

If Eussia would consent President, acting on his own initiative and not stating 
that Eussia had agreed, would try to obtain consent of Japan. Should his overtures 
be well received he would then openly ask each Power to agree to meeting. 

President has informed German Emperor of instructions sent to American 
Ambassador and has requested French Minister for Foreign Affairs, without informing 
him of message from German Emperor, to instruct French Ambassador at St. 
Petersburgh to urge Czar to agree to proposal. 


No. 78. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdoume. 

F.O. America 2581. Washington, D. June 8, 1905. 

Tel (No. 57.) ' E. June 9, 1905, 7*30 a.m. 

The President asked me to call this afternoon. He told me that, in answer to 
message he sent by Eussian Ambassador here to the Czar he was informed that 
Eussian Gov[ernmen]t desired neither peace nor an offer of mediation. 

Next day after a visit paid to the Czar by U[nited] S[tates] Ambassador at 
Petersburg he received a message from the Czar consenting to meeting of Eussian and 
Japanese representatives. The President now intends to make formal proposal to the 
two 6ov[ernmen]ts. 

Above is secret. 


No. 79. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. America 2581. Washington, D. June 8, 1905. 

Tel (No. 58.) Secret. E. June 9, 1905, 7*30 a.m. 

My immediately preceding telegram. (^) 

Japanese !Min[iste]r in conversation with me before I saw President gave me to 
understand that Japan did not mean to disclose her terms unless Eussians consented 
to treat for peace, and that it would be useless for Eussians to do so unless they were 
prepared to make large sacrifices in money and possibly in territory. He said he did 
not know the Japanese terms but that they would insist on indemnity. He did not 
say anything about cession of Vladivostok. 


(^) [u. immediately preceding document.] 
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No. 80. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdou'ue. 

P.O. America 2581. Washington, June 13, 1905. 

Tel (No. 61.) E. 8 a.m. 

Eussian Ambassador called on President this morning and informed him of 
Eussia’s assent to his proposal. He said that Eussian Plenipotentiaries would meet 
Plenipotentiaries from Japan “to discuss question of peace. “(/) 

There is no written communication from Eussia, but White House is confident 
that Eussian Government is in earnest. Place of meeting not settled. 

(^) [An examination of the attitude of Lord Lansdowne towards peace in June and the 
President’s views thereon is contained in Tyler Dennett’s Roosevelt, pp. 210-4.] 


No. 81. 

Sir M. D^Lrand to the Marquess of Lansdou'ne. 

P.O. America 2581. Washington, June 18, 1905. 

Tel (No. 62.) Secret. E. 8 a.m. 

The President would I think like me to urge upon the Japanese Min[ister] the 
desirability of moderation in peace terms. There seems to be feeling here that H[is] 
M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] might properly use its influence with Japan in that 
direction. I have avoided everything of the kind, supposing that H[is] M[ajesty’s] 
G[overnment] would probably be reluctant to take any step which could embarreiss 
Japanese, and that in any ease it is not my business. Would Y[our] Lfordship] 
kindly inform me whether this is the attitude^I should maintain? 


No. 82. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir M, Durand. 

P.O. America 2581. Foreign Office^ June 13, 1905. 

Tel (No. 74.) D. 3*20 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 62 (of June 13. (^) Eusso- Japanese Peace Negotiations). 
Attitude which you have adopted is quite in accordance with our view and should 
be maintained in the absence of instructions to the contrary, 

(^) [v. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 83. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Japan 592. 

161.) Tdkid, D. June 14, 1905. 

^ . B. July 31, 1905. 

. . . .(*) I was therefore sceptical as to , the manner in which the Japanese 
Government would receive the President’s overtures, thinking it possible that, unless 
Mr. Eoosevelt mentioned to the Japanese Government that the initiative had come 

(*■) as to the course of the negotiations are omitted as they are related in previous 
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irom the Tzar, which, according to lour Lordship’s telegram, the President did not 
intend to say, they would probably act up to what they had on several occasions said 
to me, and decline to negotiate. 

On the 8th instant, I saw Baron Komura, and an announcement in that morning’s 
paper to the effect that the President was moving in the matter, gave me an oppor- 
tunity of mentioning the subject. Baron Eomura said that the report was incorrect, 
and that the President had not approached the Japanese Government officially in the 
matter, and repeated that Japan could not consider any advances, which did not 
emanate from the Tzar [sic] and the War Party; he added that it was immaterial in 
what manner these advances came to the Japanese Government, whether direct or 
through a third party. I could see from His Excellency’s manner that in all probability 
the Japanese Government had already been sounded by the President. . . .(^) 

On the 10th instant, Baron Komura wrote to me, and said that the Japanese 
•Government had been officially approached by the President of the United States on 
the previous day, suggesting a meeting of Japanese and Eussian plenipotentiaries 
without an intermediary in order to see if it would not be possible for these represen- 
tatives to agree to terms of peace. A reply had been sent accepting the President’s 
proposals, and agreeing to appoint plenipotentiaries of Japan to meet plenipotentiaries 
of Eussia for the purpose of negotiating and concluding terms of peace directly and 
■exclusively between the belligerent powers. 

I saw Baron Komxira the same afternoon (10th instant) and he said that my 
surmise was correct, and that the Japanese Government had been sounded early in 
the week through the Japanese Eepresentative in Washington, but that the official 
note from the President had only been received on the previous day. Baron Komura 
handed me the full text of the President’s message and the Japanese reply, which 
he said had been telegraphed to Viscount Hayashi, and would be made public in Tokyo 
almost at once. It appeared in the evening papers of the 10th. I enclose a copy of 
these documents. (®) Your Lordship will observe that the President’s note suggests that 
plenipotentiaries should be appointed to “agree to terms of peace,’’ whereas the 
Japanese reply agrees to appoint plenipotentiaries for the purpose of “ negotiating 
and concluding terms of peace.’’ In the course of my interview, Baron Komura made 
it very clear that the Japanese Government understood that the desire for peace and 
the first step in the matter had been taken by the Tzar, who had doubtless approached 
the President of the United States, and it was for this reason that the Japanese 
Government had accepted with such promptness. He also thought that, under the 
circumstances, the Eussian reply would be equally prompt. 

On receipt of Baron Komura’s letter I immediately telegraphed to Tour Lordship 
stating that the Japanese Government had accepted the President’s suggestions. 

On the 11th of June, the following day, I received Your Lordship’s telegram, 
•dated the 10th, stating that the Japanese Minister had informed Your Lordship that the 
Eussian and Japanese Governments had now (the 10th instant) loth accepted the 
suggestion of the President of the United States. 

This morning (June 14th) I have received Tour Lordship’s telegram, stating that 
the formal acceptance of the President’s suggestion by the Eussian Government was 
handed to the American Ambassador only on the 12th instant, — ^two days after the 
despatch of the Japanese acceptance. This fact has become generally known and 
has created a bad impression here. The idea is gaining ground that the Eussian 
Government is endeavouring to make the world believe that Japan is sueing for peace. 
Every section of the Japanese press is urging the Government not to be deceived by 
Eussia, but to continue the war with the utmost vigour, until the plenipotentiaries, 
have met. There is also unanimity of opinion that ah armistice should not be granted 
unless Eussia gives up Vladivostoek and Saghalien as a guarantee that the annistiee 
will be observed. 

(®) [Some personal details here follow connected with the peace overtures of the United States 
to Japan.] 

(•) [Not reproduced.] 
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In the course of a conversation I had with Baron Komura this morning, I 
mentioned this subject of an armistice, pointing out that it would be difficult for 
peace plenipotentiaries to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion, unless they had a fixed 
starting line, and if the war was to be carried on while the negotiations were still in 
progress, this line would be a moveable one, and, with the fortunes of war, would 
change from day to day. Baron Komura admitted the truth of this, but said that 
there was a precedent in the China-Japan war, negotiations having been carried on 
while the war was still in progress, and it was only when the Chinese plenipotentiary, 
Li Hung Chang, had been wounded by a fanatic that the Japanese Government, as an 
act of grace, granted an armistice. However, added His Excellency, the Japanese 
Government had no intention of granting an armistice unless, and until, they are 
asked to do so by the Russian Government : neither do they intend to relax for one 
moment the prosecution of the war by land and sea. Altogether the prospect© that 
the President's welhmeant overtures will lead to any successful issue are, at present, 
not promising, and much will depend upon the way in which Russia treats these 
overtures and conducts subsequent negotiations, and whether the Tzar and the War 
Party will recognize that Russia is beaten and act in a suitably chastened spirit. Of 
this much-to-be- desired frame of mind there is at present no sign. 

I have, &c. 

CLAUDE ^r. MacDonald. 


[BB. NOTE . — A formal communication was made by the United States Minister at Tokio on 
June 9, offering the good offices of the President for purpose. On the 10th the Japanese 

Government replied, agreeing to appoint plenipotentiaries to meet plenipotentiaries of Russia 
for the purpose of peace. The communications were published on the 12th.] 


No. 84. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdow^ie. 

E.O. America 2581. Washington, D. June 16, 1905. 

Teh (No. 65.) Secret* E. June 17, 1905, 7'30 a.m. 

I saw President last night. I found him in great spirits and very confident of 
satisfactory’ issue to his peace negotiations. Both Russians and Japanese are giving 
him some trouble, especially Russians, but he says that both mean business. He 
does not think that there will be an armistice for some time. 

After meeting in Washington, Plenipotentiaries will probably move to some 
cooler and quieter place in the north. 

President says that our attitude of reserve seems to him wise and proper, and 
that any advice given by us hereafter will come with double force. 

MINUTE BY KING EDWARD. 

"^Perhaps the Rocky Mountains! 


EM. 
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No. 85. 

The Marquess of Lansdoione to Sir M. Durand. 

F.O. America 2578. 

(No. 163.) Confidential. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 16, 1905. 

The American Ambassador told me this afternoon that His Majesty The King 
had spoken to him at Windsor on the subject of the peace negotiations which were 
so fortunately about to commence between Eussia and Japan. His Majesty had 
observed that the best thing to do was, in his opinion, to leave the negotiators alone. 
Mr. Whitelaw Beid had repeated this observation of the King’s to the President, 
who had replied that he did not differ from His Majesty in believing that it was best 
that the parties should be left to themselves, but that he considered that at a later 
stage an opportunity might perhaps occur for giving useful advice to Japan in the 
direction of not pressing extreme demands. Mr. Eeid added that between the lines 
of the See[retary] of State’s despatch he thought he detected an impression that 
this country might be likely to create difficulties in the way of peace by encouraging 
Japan to insist upon excessive terms. I said that there could be no greater mistake 
than to imagine that we should interpose obstacles in the way of peace. As for 
advising Japan, it would in my opinion be inadvisable that we should take upon 
ourselves to tender such advice at a moment when we were not even aware of the 
terms for which she intended to ask. 

[I am, (&€.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 

MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 

A'p'p\_rove']d. — E.R. 


No. 86. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1701. 

(No. 396.) St. Petersburgh, D. June 20, 1905. 

My Lord, E. June 24, 1905. 

More than a fortnight has now elapsed since the question of the possibility of 
putting an end to the present war by the conclusion of peace was first raised by the 
President of the United States and the pourparlers which were then initiated have 
so far met with success that an agreement has been arrived at between Eussia and 
Japan to enter into negotiations, and the place of meeting of the plenipotentiaries 
has been fixed. 

It is worthy of note that during the first days of June the language of those 
members of the court who are in closest proximity to the person of the Emperor 
was, as I know for a fact, uncompromisingly hostile to any suggestion of peace until 
at least one substantial victory had been obtained, while the reply of the Eussian 
Government through Count Cassini to the President’s first suggestion of peace 
^ negotiations would have been sufficient in itself to discourage any further steps in 
the same direction. ^ President Eoosevelt, with wise foresight, had in the meantime 
instructed the Ameiiean Ambassador to submit his proposal directly to the Emperor 
himself, and Mr. Meyer’s tact and skill appear to have amply fulfilled all expectations, 
since His Majesty, after only a short interval of hesitation, assented in principle to 
the opening of peace negotiations. 

Whether Mr. Meyer’s audience of the Emperor took place at a psychological 
moment when the futility of prolonging a hopeless campaign was at last brought 
home to the Emperor, or whether the fact of Monsieur Uelcass^’s resignation in 
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connection with the Morocco incident, the danger felt in France of an attack from 
Germany and the consequent obligations of Eussia as the ally of Prance to help to 
resist any German aggression may not have influenced the Emperor and made His 
Majesty realise that in wasting blood and treasure uselessly in the Far East, Eussia 
was sacrificing her position and authority in Europe and rendering her alliance 
valueless to France, or whether the change in His Majesty’s attitude was due to 
some other cause, it is impossible except for those in the immediate entourage of 
the Emperor to say. It is however indisputable that a remarkable and unexpected 
change took place and on the day following Mr. Meyer’s interview it was known 
that the President’s initial effort to bring the two belligerents together had been 
crowned with success. Some suspicion of the motives of this volte-face was naturally 
aroused as it was known that the greatest anxiety prevailed in official circles to learn 
the extent of the conditions which Japan would demand, and as the payment of an 
indemnity, the cession of any territory, and the restriction of Eussian Naval Power 
in Far Eastern waters were loudly and aggressively announced on all sides as 
humiliating conditions which it would be quite impossible to accept, it was generally 
felt that the prospect of a successful issue to the negotiations was improbable. This 
impression was enhanced by the unsatisfactory terms of the official communication 
issued by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs relating to the peace negotiations (enclosed 
in my despatch No. 389 of the 14th inBtant)(’) and by the supercilious attitude of the 
Eussian Government towards Japan which made it difficult to be convinced of 
Eussia’s sincerity in really desiring peace or in seeking to make it on terms which 
would be regarded as compatible with the actual results of the war. Count 
Lamsdorff’s statement to me on the 14th instant, which I hear he made to other 
Ambassadors on the same day, to the effect that the Emperor in accepting the 
proposal to enter into pourparlers with Japan had only been actuated by humanitarian 
principles, that Eussia did" not want peace unless Japan expressed a desire for it 
and was prepared to continue the war indefinitely, was quite in consonance with the 
arrogant tone in which it is customary in the press and in St. Petersburg to speak 
of the Japanese and which hardly corresponds with the actual achievements and 
relative positions of the two belligerents in the Far East. 

There has however been an undoubted improvement in tone during the last 
few days and now that the second point to be agreed upon i.e., the place of meeting, 
has been satisfactorily settled, circumstances appear to be steadily moving in the 
direction of peace and the interruption of negotiations once initiated is contrary to 
the teaching of history. The crucial moment will however arise when the Japanese 
Government communicate their conditions of peace, and, however moderate they 
may be, they will present an almost irresistible temptation to the advocates of war 
to proclaim them as humiliating and dishonourable to Eussia and to try to make 
them a rallying cry with the view of giving to the war a popularity which it has 
never enjoyed and thus obtaining the means of carrying it on. It will then remain 
for the Emperor and the Eussian Government to decide whether they prefer to save 
Eussia’s possessions in the Par East before they have been wrested from her, by 
making peace on conditions acceptable to the Japanese and probably comprising the 
payment of a moderate war indemnity, or whether they will wait till their possessions 
have been conquered and pay a heavy indemnity for their evacuation if the Japanese 
should consent to it. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 

(^) [Not reproduced-] 


K . [ED. 'NOTE . — On June 28 the Bussian Government oflSLcially announced that they were sending 
fl^nip^^tenManes to Washington.] 
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No. 87. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir M. Durand. 

P.O. America 2578. 

(No. 187.) 

^ Foreign Office, July 12, 1905. 

I mentioned to Mr. Whitelaw Reid today that it had come to my knowledge 
that we^ were supposed by the Government of the United States to be lukewarm in 
our desire for peace between Japan and Russia, if indeed we did not regard with a 
certain amount of satisfaction the continuation of a struggle out of which both parties 
would emerge greatly weakened for some time* to come. It was, I said, unnecessary 
for me to assure His Excellency that no Power was more desirous of seeing peace 
restored than this country. I mentioned in support of my statement the Prime 
Minister’s reference to the subject on the occasion of the banquet given to His 
Excellency on his arrival in this country. 

Mr. Whitelaw Reid said that he did not believe that the President entertained 
this view, although it was one which might possibly have been suggested to him by 
interested parties. ‘ 

[I am, &e.] 

L[ANST)OWNE]. 


No. 88. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

P.O. Russia 1701. 

{No. 443.) Confidential. St. Petersbuvgh, D. July 15, 1905. 

22, 1905. 

It -was only on the 9th instant that Monsieur Muravieff, Eussian Ambassador in 
Rome, arrived in St. Petersburg, and although he commenced at once to select those 
who should accompany him to Washington as members of his staff and to make other 
preparations, it was already whispered that he would not proceed on his mission as 
Russian plenipotentiary to the peace conference, and that Monsieur Witte would be 
appointed in hie place. 

As I had the honour to report in my despatch No. 423 Confidential of the 
4th instant, (^) the appointruent of Monsieur Muravieff and Baron Rosen as Russian 
plenipotentiaries was made in opposition to the recommendations of Count Lamsdorff 
who, from the moment that the question of a peace conference was decided, had been 
anxious for the nomination of Monsieur Witte as First Plenipotentiary, but his 
intentions had been frustrated by the Emperor’s opposition owing to His Majesty's 
personal dislike of that statesman. The reason given in the press for Monsieur 
Muravieff’s withdrawal from the position to which he had been appointed is his alleged 
grave illness,” but as he has already left St. Petersburg on his return to Rome his 
illness happily does not appear to be very serious. His appointment as Russia’s 
representative at Washington was not at all favourably received by the Eussian press 
atress was laid on his inexperience in diplomacy and on the absence of any special 
qualificataons which might recommend him for the mission with which he had been 
^trusted. The language which he used regarding Japan when President of the 
Venezuela Arbitration Commission at The Hague is an additional proof of the 
unsuitahuity of Ins appointment. 

. ., The announcement of Monsieur Witte’s selection as First Plenipotentiary has been 
nailed with pleasure and the press is unanimous in its approval. His patriotism, 
abihty. m A statesman and technical knowledge of the many questions at issue are 

(^) [Not reproduced.] 
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quoted as justifying his nomination. What is more interesting is the fact that the 
appointment is one which Monsieur Witte himself has ardently desired and there ie 
no doubt that he will spare no effort to make his mission a success. In this he will 
be ably seconded by Monsieur Pokotiloff, Eussian Minister at Peking, now on his 
way to Washington, who was in close touch with Monsieur Witte when the latter was 
at the Ministry of Finance, and who is said to be equally imbued with the opinion 
of the absolute necessity of peace owing to the state of internal anarchy prevailing 
in Eussia. It is interesting to note that Monsieur Witte has a very poor opinion 
of Baron Eosen, the second Eussian Plenipotentiary, and of his ability, and it is 
unlikely that he will be in any way influenced by him or by his opinions which are 
bitterly anti- Japanese. 

As special importance now attaches to Monsieur Witte’s views on the possible 
conditions of peace, I venture to quote here an extract from my despatch No. 207 
Secret in which I had the honour to report to Your Lordship the substance of a long 
conversation with Monsieur Witte on March 25 of this year, during which he 
expressed his personal views on the question of peace with remarkable frankness : — 

“ The campaign had been irretrievably lost and there only remained now tO' 
make the best terms possible with Japan and to be quit once for all of the 
Manchurian adventure. He would be ready to recognize Corea as under Japanese 
influence. Port Arthur with the Liaotung Peninsula and the railway to Kharbin 
as a Japanese leasehold and to agree, with a view to securing a durable peace, 
that there should for a term of years be no Eussian warships in Chinese waters 
except those necessary for police and local purposes. He would however strongly 
oppose as quite unacceptable any condition entailing the payment of a war 
indemnity or the surrender of the Siberian line to Vladivostock. He would raise 
no objection to making Vladivostock an open port provided that the railway was 
guaranteed by the Powers from aggression on the part of the Japanese. These 
terms might be considered by many of his compatriots as too favourable to Japan, 
but he considered them to be in accordance with the true interests of Eussia. 
He had never been in favour of the Manchurian adventure and had his advice 
been listened to the present deplorable situation might have been avoided. I'o 
continue the war at the present time would be a policy of madness not so much 
on account of the financial position as of the internal situation. In war time 
the equilibrium between paper and currency was everywhere thrown to the winds, 
but there yet remained the gold reserve which would serve for at least another 
year of war. He would sooner spend these millions on prolonging the war than 
in paying an indemnity to the Japanese. The internal situation was however so- 
threatening and BO infinitely worse than it had been at any time during the past 
three hundred years that it would in his opinion be absolutely impossible to 
continue the war without incurring the gravest risk of internal revolution.” 

Pour months have passed since Monsieur Witte used these words, and however 
grave the risk of internal revolution may then have been, there is not the slightest 
doubt that the risk is now infinitely greater. The conditions of peace then mentioned 
were the expression of Monsieur Witte’s personal views and it must be remembered 
that the interview took place before the battle of the Tsushima Straits, before the 
outbreaks in Poland and the Caucasus and before the open disaffection of some of the 
ships of the Black Sea Fleet. If any confidence is to be placed in Monsieur Witte’s 
words his appointment should be the surest guarantee of the approaching conclusion 
of peace, and his character being one in which ambition plays a considerable part, 
his own personal advantage would seem to point to a successful and peaceful termina- 
tion of the mission which has been confided to him. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGB. 
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No. 89. 

Sir G. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1701. 

{No. 473.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. July 25, 1905. 

My Lord, E. July 31. 1905. 

As I had the honour to report in my despatch No. 457 of the 20th instant(^j 
Mr. Witte left on the 19th instant for Paris en route for the United States to attend 
the Peace Conference to be convened there. 

Although I had not the opportunity of a conversation with Mr. Witte before he 
left he appears to have spoken to the French Ambassador and to some of his friends 
with considerable freedom as to his plans and intentions. These have been retailed to 
me and are not without interest. 

Mr. Witte remains as convinced as ever of the absolute necessity of peace and of 
escape from the Manchurian entanglement. His statements to the press of the 
strength and influence of the war party and of the danger to the prospects of peace 
to be apprehended from exaggerated demands on the part of Japan are, I believe, 
intended chiefly for Japanese and home consumption. 

According to his written instructions, which are the same as those given to 
Mr. Mouravieff, neither the payment of an indemnity nor a cession of territory are to 
be accepted as possible conditions of peace. 

Mr. Witte fully recognises that according to general public opinion the Japanese 
Government are entirely justified in their demand for a monetary contribution, but he 
maintains that this is a condition which is so opposed to the psychological character of 
the Eussian mind, not merely amongst the Upper Classes but especially amongst the 
peasants, as to become impossible of discussion. 

There is no doubt however that the probable necessity of having to pay an 
indemnity has been foreseen, and that a combination for disguising it has been already 
prepared. 

I must admit, in corroboration of Mr. Witte's statement, that from what I hear 
from friends who have returned from disturbed districts in the country the peasants 
who last year were entirely opposed to the war are now in favour of its continuation, 
having been told that peace will entail the payment of an indemnity. This is no 
doubt partly explained by the fact that the only direct war tax which they pay 
amounts to about one shilling per annum, and they are under the belief that, in the 
event of an indemnity being paid to the Japanese, the whole of it would be levied 
upon them. 

As regards the question of cession of territory Mr. Witte proposes to give the 
Japanese a lesson in modern history and to point out that Prince Bismarck made two 
important Treaties in 1866 and 1871. In the first he foresaw the future advantage 
of an Austrian alliance, and consequently in the Treaty of Prague of 1866 no territorial 
compensation was exacted from Austria for the losses sustained by Prussia during the 
war. In 1871 he recognised the fact that a powerful France could never be in 
harmony with the true aims and interests of Germany, and he therefore proceeded to 
weaken his enemy by the annexation of two provinces, an act which has resulted 
in rendering any working agreement between France and Germany as out of the 
question. So also if Japan shows wisdom and a desire to maintain friendly relations 
with Eussia in the future and even to cooperate with her in the development of the 
joint interests of the two countries in the Far East the demand, which is anticipated, 
for a cession of territory should be withheld, any and every concession being granted 
fco Japan so long as Eussian sovereignty (or even suzerainty) over Sakhalin and Eussian 
amouT-fropre are maintained intact. 

These are the two rocks upon which it is fully recognised that the negotiations 
are likely to be wrecked, but in the audience which Mr. Witte had of the Emperor 

(^) [Not reproduced.] 
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on the day before he left, he proposed to His Majesty that simultaneously with the 
negotiations for peace he should negotiate an all round arrangement with Japan 
with a view to securing a durable peace for a long period of years in the Far East, 
of which an essential condition should be the adhesion of Great Britain or her 
recognition of the agreement, and a possible condition the accession of France, If 
it should be feasible to arrive at such an arrangement the difficulties respecting the 
cession of Sakhalin and the payment of an indemnity would be probably surmounted 
and the dignity of Eussia would be saved. Mr. Witte fully recognised the futility 
of the idea of endeavouring to supplant the Anglo- Japanese by a Eusso-Japanese 
alliance but he advocated an agreement with Japan to which Great Britain as the 
ally of Japan should also be a party or at least a sympathetic witness. It is said that 
the Emperor received Mr. Witte’s proposals with marked approbation. 

I am naturally unable to vouch for the absolute correctness of the above informa- 
tion but I know on reliable authority that Mr. Witte used language in that sense to 
several persons before he left, and my French colleague tells me that he believes it to 
be absolutely correct. 

Whether the Japanese will see Mr. Witte’s views in quite the same light and, in 
spite of their profound suspicion of Eussian aims, will at this moment be equally 
desirous of making an all round agreement with Eussia in the Far East is a matter 
upon which I do not venture to offer an opinion. 

In the meantime a gigantic piece of bluff is being carried on by the press and 
Generals of the Manchurian army which is described as being in the most perfect 
condition, far more perfect than before, and anxiously awaiting the signal for attack 
when victory would be completely assured. Although no apparent reason is given why 
this signal is withheld, nor why immediate action is not taken by General Linievitch 
which if successful might entirely modify the situation when the peace congress 
meets in a fortnight’s time, the fact remains that the Eussian Army, except for some 
insignificant raids by Cossacks, remains on the defensive behind the fortifications 
which they have raised, and the exuberant telegrams from Generals and correspondents 
in Manchuria recall similar telegrams which appeared in the Eussian press before 
the battles of Liao-yang and Mukden. The information received by the Embassies 
in St. Petersburg from the Attaches at the front give a very different account of the 
Eussian armies at the seat of war. 

Unfortunately for the prospects of peace this bluff is not without its effect upon 
the Emperor who, I am reliably informed, is much impressed by the telegrams 
promising victory which he is constantly receiving from his Generals, and is at the 
same time convinced that if only a decisive victory could be obtained it would not 
only present an occasion for concluding an honourable peace but that it would also 
serve as a panacea for all internal troubles nearer home, and would enable His Majesty 
to relegate all distasteful projects of constitutional reform to the distant future and 
to re-establish once more the bureaucratic autocracy on the solid basis which it 
enjoyed till a year ago. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 


No. 90. 

'Mr. Johnstone to the Marquees of Lanadowne. 

F.O. Denmark 58B. Copenhagen, D, July 31, 1905,' 11*10 p.m. 

fel. (No. 85.) Oohfidential. E. August 1, 1905, 7*30 aji. 

S'*', H^ce Albert of Schleswig-Holsteini who landed with the Emperor at 4' o'clock 
. ids eltemoon, assures me that Empuror’s visit is qne of pure friendliness, and that 
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only subjects discussed between Emperor of Eussia and German Emperor at their 
late meeting referred to peace negotiations and the internal state of Eussia. 

German Emperor strongly advised Emperor of Eussia and Eussia [sic'] to make 
peace and institute internal reforms. 

No. 91. 

Sir C. Harding e to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1702. 

(No. 482.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. August 1, 1905. 

My Lord, E. August 5, 1905. 

Speculation continues on all sides as to what passed between the two Emperors 
during their interview at Borgo [sic], but nothing authentic is so far known. 

I hear from a reliable source that the Emperor received Count Lamsdorff on the 
day after his return, and although His Majesty spoke to him of the various incidents 
of the short cruise which, being the first time that he had left his palace surroundings 
for the space of seven months, he seems to have thoroughly enjoyed, no mention was 
made of the political topics of conversation which had been under discussion between 
the two Emperors. All that is known is that the Emperor returned to Peterhof 
thoroughly pleased with his interview, and from this it is generally assumed that the 
Emperor William took pains to flatter the Emperor Nicholas, and to avoid giving any 
advice which might be distasteful to His Majesty. 

The impression moreover appears to prevail that the German Emperor advised 
the Emperor Nicholas to continue the war unless satisfactory terms of peace could 
be obtained, renewing his promise that the western frontier of Eussia would not be 
disturbed, and recommended that in order to obtain the support of the nation in 
prolonging the war liberal reforms should be granted. (^) 

(^) [This meeting resulted in the well known Treaty of Bjorko, signed between the Emperors 
Nicholas II and William II, with two witnesses only, on July 11/24. The text is here given for 
convenience from f?.P, XIX, II, p. 465. 

Leurs Majestds les Empereura de toutes lea Russies et d’AHemagne, afin d’assurer le maintien 
de la paix en Europe, ont arr^t6 les Articles suivants d’un Traits d’Alliance d^fensif. 

Article I. 

Au cas oh Tun des deux Empires aerait attaqu4 par une Puiasanoe Europ^enne son alli6 
Taidera en Europe de toutes aes forces de terre et de mer. 

Article II. 

Les hautes parties oontraotantes a’engagent h ne oonclure de paix s4par6e avec aucun 
adversaire csonomun. 

Article III. 

Le present Traits entrera en vigueur ausaiWt que la paix entre la Bussie et le Japon sera 
conolue et restera tant qu’il ne sera pas d^nonc^ une ann^e h, I’avance. 

Article IV. 

L’Empereur de toutes les Russies, apr^s Tentr^e en vigueur de ce traits, fera lea demarches 
n^cessadres pour initier la France h oet accord et Tengager h a’y asaooier comme alli6e. 

WILHELM, I.B, NICOLAS. 

VON Tsohirsohev nNI) BOgendorep. a. Birilepf. 

According to Article HI this Treaty came technically into force on October 14, 1905, when 
the Rus^Japane^e Treaty was ratified, v. infra, p. Ill, note (^). But it was in fact nullified 
beoauae ^-ussian Ministers made its efidoacy dependent on flae consent of France, v. Q^.P. 
XlX,! Btj oh. 138 pmsimy The Kaiser's Letters to the Tsar (1920), pp. 123-47, Count Witte: 

’(ITO), pp. 373-^, and infra, p. 202, noU (®). 

. : dacife <Aear tiiat the British Government ever saw the text of the Bjcirko Treaty. But 

I^oW ^^Wton has informed the Editors that Lord Lansdowne in a private letter to Mr. R. T. Towegr 
of iAli^hst that the oonomunication received from him was the ‘*only account 

;ai|y pret^ce to auflienticity of what passed ” at Bjorko. No trace has been found of this 
Office Archives,] ■ 
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1 report this impression not because I believe in it, but because I believe it is 
inspired by the probability of what is about to take place. 

There is no doubt that the Emperor has never been really in favour of peace, and 
that the acceptance by His Majesty of President Eoosevelt’s overtures was largely due 
to His Majesty’s aversion to giving a point blank refusal to a proposal made personally 
to him by the United States’ Ambassador and emanating from the Chief of another 
state. Moreover, the Emperor has, in spite of all the defeats suffered by the Eussian 
arms during the war, been always absolutely convinced of the ultimate triumph of the 
Russian armies in the field. These circumstances together with the glowing reports 
received by His Majesty from the Generals in Manchuria as to the excellent condition 
and position of the Eussian armies, of which I had the honour to report in my despatch 
No. 473 of July 25, (^) have encouraged the Emperor to assume an attitude towards 
the peace negotiations about to be opened which would render their satisfactory 
conclusion impossible except by the sacrifice of the advantages to which the Japanese 
may legitimately lay claim as the fruits of their series of victories on land and sea. 
This attitude is confirmed by a note made in the Emperor’s own handwriting on a 
petition received from the clergy of Orenburg praying that a dishonourable peace 
should not be concluded which is couched in the following terms : — 

“ All true Russians can depend on my not concluding a dishonourable peace 

or one incompatible with Russia’s greatness.” 

This attitude on the part of,,.the Emperor and the satisfactory accounts of the 
state of the army received from the front have produced a great change in public 
opinion, and I have no hesitation in saying that the chances of peace are now 
considerably less hopeful than they were a fortnight ago. The interviews given by 
Monsieur Sato, Baron Komura’s secretary, to representatives of the American press, 
in which he is reported to have given a general outline of the Japanese conditions of 
peace, have made the worst possible impression in Russia, and the question is asked, 
where is the moderation in the Japanese terms which the Eussian Government had 
been led to expect? 

Although it is fully recognised by all intelligent persons in Russia that the 
Japanese have a moral right to an indemnity in some form, and that the island of 
Sakhalin now occupied by Japanese troops can never be reconquered during the 
present war, the change which has been effected during the past two weeks since the 
departure of Monsieur Witte for America would render even the concession of such 
moderate terms difficult in the present phase of public opinion. 

I have, &c. 

CHARLES HARDINGE. 


(“) [d. supra., pp. 93-4, No. 80.] 


No. 92. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 


F.O. Russia 1702. 

(No. 497.) Confidential. St. Peterslurgh, D. August 15, 1905. 

My Lord, R. August 19, 1905. 

The prospect of a peaceful conclusion of the negotiations now in progress at 
Portsmouth, U[nited] S[tates of] A[merica] has, since the publication in the 
press of what purported to be the Japanese terms, appeared to be even more doubtful 
than when I had the honour to address Your Lordship in my despatch No. 482 of 
the Ist instant. (^) ' 

('■) [c. immediately preceding document.] 
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Although evidently unauthentic, the alleged Japanese eonditions have aroused a 
storm of protest in the press and public opinion appears to be unanimous that it 
would be preferable to continue the war rather than submit to such humiliating 

terms. 

In spite of the prevalent pessimism, I have been confidentially informed that 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs are not at all despondent of arriving at a satisfactory 
compromise with the Japanese plenipotentiaries now that the latter have shown their 
readiness to enter into discussion of the demands which they have put forward and 
have not, as was feared, communicated their conditions as the irreducible minimum 
of what they are prepared to accept. The question of an indemnity is not regarded 
as an insuperable obstacle to peace, nor the cession of Saghalien impossible if some 
concessions were offered in compensation. It is known that Monsieur Witte has 
prepared several combinations to overcome these two essential difhculties and it is 
hoped that one or other of them may prove acceptable to the Japanese. 

The proposal to surrender the Eussian ships of war interned in neutral ports 
would be firmly resisted as derogatory to the dignity of Eussia, but it is not 
anticipated that this condition will be insisted upon. It is thought that the 
negotiations may be protracted, but that they will eventually be successful, and 
my informant who occupies a high position in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
remarked that he was ready to bet on peace. 

Public Opinion in Eussia is apt to change rapidly and often without apparent 
reason, but it appears to me that any peace embodying in its outlines the terms 
communicated to Your Lordship by Viscount Hayashi would be very unpopular at 
the present moment and would provoke serious opposition. The Eussian public do 
not reason, and, while accepting the absurd stories telegraphed to Eussia of the 
financial bankruptcy of Japan and of the enrolment of old men, boys, and Koreans 
in the front rank of the Japanese Armies, they do not appreciate what the loss of 
Vladivostock and the Primorsky province would mean to the position of Eussia on 
the shores of the Pacific, and they believe that they have only to continue a defensive 
retreat to wear out their enemy and to recover most, if not all, of the territory that 
they have lost. 

If the condition of Eussia were normal there would be much to recommend such 
a policy, but, in view of the serious danger presented by the internal situation and 
of the precarious position of Eussian finances, it is evident that peace is of essential 
importance to Eussia. All that she could hope for in prolonging the war indefinitely 
would be to exhaust her enemy while draining her own strength, ruining her finances 
and compromising her position in Europe as a Great Power. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 


No. 93, 

Sir G. MaoVonald to the Marquess of Larasdowne. 

Tdhid^ August 18, 1905. 

1 .0. Japan 595. E. 1*50 p.m. 

Tel, (No. 196.) Strictly Confidential. E. 7 p.m. 

My telegram No. 194. Japanese terms of peace. 

Prime Minister has just informed me following is result of negotiations up to 

date 

Article I has been agreed to. Wording is practically the same as in Japanese 
Minister at London’s draft, with the addition that Japan and Eussia agree not to 
take any measures which might menace security of Corean frontier. 

(0 [Not reproduced. It gave a precis of the Russian reply to the Japanese terms, 
V. immediately preceding document.] 

[16942] H 
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Article II and Article III made into one Article and agreed to in principle. 

Article IV agreed to practically without discussion. 

Article V. Cession of Sakhalin. Eussians decline to consider this, and use 
arguments contained in Eussian reply (my telegi'am above mentioned). Discussion 
postponed. 

Article VI. Lease of Port Arthur, cfec., agreed to with addition that both Eussia 
and Japan undertake to obtain consent of Chinese Government to the aforesaid 
stipulation. 

Article VII and Article VIII. Agreed to in principle. 

Article IX. Indemnity; Article X, Interned ships of war; and Article XI, 
limitation of naval strength, are strongly opposed by Ihe Eussian Plenipotentiaries. 

Article XII. Practically agreed to. 

(Secret.) 

Prime Minister seems, on the whole, hopeful. He recognizes that Article IX, 
regarding reimbursement of expenses, is the most serious of all, but he thinks when 
Eussia thoroughly realizes her situation she will be reasonable. 

Article X and Article XI, his Excellency thinks, will not present much diflBiculty. 

As to the cession of Sakhalin : As Japan is already in possession, Japanese 
Government do not anticipate much difficulty in remaining so. 


MINUTE BY KTNC RDWAED. 
This is more satisfactory than conld have been expected. 


E.R. 


No. 94. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Dansdowne.{') 

E.O. Japan 593. 

(No. 220.) Very Confidential. TokiO, D. August 18, 1905. 

My Lord, E. September 18, 1905. 

I have the honour to enclose herewith copy of tlie terms of peace which were 
handed to me on the 14th inst[ant], also the full text of the Russian reply thereto, 
which 1 received from the Japanese Foreign Office on the 15th inst[ant]. 

This morning I saw the Prime Minister, when he was good enough to enter, 
with some detail, into the present state of the negotiations. 

So far as Artpcle] 1 was concerned, which referred to the measures of guidance, 
protection, and control, which Japan might find it necessary to exercise in Corea, 
His Excellency said that no difficulty had been experienced, and the article had 
been agreed to in practically the form it was presented. On my asking whether the 
Russian Plenipotentiaries had pressed the point which appears in their reply, namely 
that the measures to be taken would not “bring prejudice to the sovereign rights 
of the Emperor of Corea,” His Excellency said that this point had been pressed and 
a note had been inserted in the procis-verbal. His Excellency then went to hie 
study and brought back the Japanese copy of the note, which was verbally translated 
by Mr. Matsui, Acting Chief of the Political Bureau, who was again in attendance. 

• ■ (>) fThs Japanflsa terms {end. 1) had been sommunicated privately to Lord Lansdowne on 

the 12th, V. Lord Lanadwne to Sir 0. MacDonald, No, 140 of August 12, 1905, P,0. ,Tapan 690.] 
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It ran as follows: — “Japanese Government declare that the measures which they 
find it necessary to take in Corea and -which affect the Sovereign rights of the Emperor 
of Corea -will be taken after consultatio-n with His Majesty.” This note will not appear 
in the Treaty of Peace. 

The following was added to Art[icle] I. “Japan and Eussia agree not to take 
any military measures which might menace general security on the Corean frontier.” 
His Excellency explained that the wording was only approximate, as it had not been 
definitely decided upon, though the sense was as stated. 

Art [ides] 11 and III, relating to the evacuation of Manchuria, had been 
arranged as one article, and had been agreed to in principle. Art[iele] IV, in 
which both Powers engage not to obstruct general measures, common to all 
countries, which China may take for the development of commerce and industries 
of Manchuria, was agreed to without discussion. 

Art[icle] V, relating to the cession of Saghalien, gave rise to considerable 
discussion, and ultimately it was set aside for further discussion. The Eussian 
Plenipotentiaries used the arguments set forth in their reply; as, however, the 
Jajpanese are in complete possession of the island, I do not think they will yield 
this point. 

Art[icle] VI, which relates to the transfer of the Eussian lease of Port Arthur 
Talienwan and adjacent territories to Japan, and Ai-ticle VII. respecting the portion 
of the Manchurian Eailway, were both agreed to in principle, but a clause to the 
following effect had been added : — 

“Both Japan and Eussia undertake to obtain the consent of China to the 
aforesaid arrangement.” 


Art[icle] VIII, which stipulates that Eussia is to retain and work part of the 
Trans-Manchurian Eailway on the terms anj conditions of the concession under 
which it was constructed, was agreed to in principle. 

Art[iele] IX, which stipulates that Eussia is to reimburse to Japan the actual 
expenses of the war, met, as the Japanese Govo.rnm, 0 nt expected, with the strongest 
opposition. With regard to this article. Count Katsura said that it had been specially 
worded ^ to prevent hurting the feelings of the Eussian Government, the word 
indemnity had not been used, and no specific sum had been mentioned. 

With regard to Art[icle] X, respecting the restoration of interned ships of war, 
and Art[iele] XI, in which Eussia engages to limit her naval strength, no progress 
had been made. 

Art[icle] XII, respecting the granting to Japanese subjects of fishing rights on 
the Eussian coast of the Japan, Okhotsh and Behring Seas, had been practically 

SGttlBCl. 

Eroin the general tone of Coimt Katsura’s remarks, I gathered that he was fairly 
hopeful of the successful outcome of the negotiations. He said that Japan did not 
expect to have all her terms agreed to without discussion, but was prepared to mee^ 
the Eussian Counter-proposals in a fair and reasonable spirit. 

The Eussians talked a great deal about their dignity, and seemed very anxious 
to save their face ’’—but they must remember that they had been invariably 
beaten both on sea and land, so that their dignity was somewhat impaired, and their 
face had also been damaged; personally he thought the Eussian Government would 
see the folly of carrying on the war and would ultimately give way. He was 
therefore, hopeful of the result of the peace negotiations. * 

If, however, the Eussian Government wished to continue" the war, His 
Excellency added, the Japanese Government and people were as one in their 
readiness to do so. 


[16942] 


I have, &c. 

OLAUHE M. MaoDONALD. 

H 2 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 94. 

Japanese Terms of Peace. 

Strictly Confidential. 

I. Eussia, acknowledging that Japan possess m Corea paramount political, military 
and economical interests, to engage not to obstruct or interfere with any measures of 
guidance, protection and control which Japan finds it necessary to take in Corea. 

II. Engagement on the part of Eussia completely to evacuate Manchuria 
within a period to be specified, and to relinquish all territorial advantages and all 
preferential and exclusive concessions and franchises in that region in impairment 
of Chinese sovereignty or inconsistent with principle of equal opportunity. 

III. Japan to engage to restore to China, subject to guarantee of reform 
and improved administration, all those portions of Manchuria which are in her 
occupation, saving only the regions affected by lease of the Liaotong Peninsula. 

IV. Japan and Eussia reciprocally to engage not to obstruct any general 
measures common to all countries which China may take for the development of 
commerce and industries of Manchuria. 

V. Sakh[a]lin and all islands appertaining thereto and all public works and 
properties to be ceded to Japan. 

VI. The lease of Port Arthur, Ta-lien and adjacent territory and territorial waters 
together with all rights, privileges, and franchises, acquired by Eussia from China in 
connection with or as a part of such lease and all public works and properties to be 
transferred and assigned to Japan. 

VII. Eussia to assign and transfer to Japan free of all claims and encumbrances 
railway between Harbin and Port Arthur and all its branches privileges and properties 
appertaining thereto and all coal mines belonging to or worked for the benefit of the 
railway. 

VIII. Eussia to retain and work Trans-Manchurian railway, subject to the terms 
and conditions of the concession, under which it was constructed and subject also to 
the condition, that it is bo be employed exclusively for commercial and industrial 
purposes. 

IX. Eussia to reimburse to Japan actual expenses of Ihe war, the amount 
as well as the time and manner of such reimbursement to be agreed upon. 

X. All Eussian ships of war, which in consequence of damage received in 
battle, sought asylum in neutral ports and were there interned, to be surrendered to 
Japan as lawful prizes. 

XI. Eussia to engage to limit her naval strength in the waters of the extreme 
East. 

XII. Eussia to grant to Japanese subjects full fishery rights along the coast and 
in the bays, harbours, inlets and rivers of her possession in Japan, Okhotsk and Bering 
Seas. 

KOMUEA. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 94. 


Russian Refly to Jayanese Demands. 

Strictly confidential. 

1 . Article 1 does not call for any objection. Imperial Government, recognizing that 
Japan possesses in Corea paramount political, military and economical interests, are 
ready to engage^ neither to obstruct nor interfere with measures of guidance, protection 
and control which Japan will consider necessary to take in Corea. It is a matter 
of course that Eussia and Eussian subjects will enjoy all rights which belong or will 
belong to other foreign Powers and their subjects or citizens. Also it is understood 
that execution by Japan of the above mentioned measures will not bring prejudice to 


(“) [v. also in shorter form ia Tel. No. 194, 
D. August 15, R, August 16, f,0. Japan 595.] 


Sir C. MacDonald to iiord Lanadownpj 
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the sovereign rights of the Emperor of Corea. As to the military measures particularly, 
Japan, in order to remove any cause of misunderstanding, will abstain from taking 
measures which might menace security of Eussian territory on the frontier of Corea. 

2. Imperial Government are ready to accept the first part of this article and 
are disposed to evacuate her troops from Manchuria simultaneously with evacuation of 
Japanese troops. Details and terms of evacuation might be decided afterwards. As 
to the last part of this article, Imperial Government are ready to declare that they 
have no claims to territorial privileges, exclusive concessions or facilities which would 
be of such nature as to menace sovereign right of the Empire of China and which 
would be inconsistent with principle of equality of rights. Imperial Government are 
disposed to give to that effect necessary guarantees. This fundamental principle once 
established. Plenipotentiaries of Russia propose to Plenipotentiaries of Japan to make 
precise the desire of Japanese Government regarding this part of Article II and they 
declare that Imperial Government are disposed to eliminate anything that may bring 
prejudice to the interests of Japan or other Powers. The only Eussian private 
enterprise in Manchuria having public character is the East Chinese Railway. The 
examination of question connected with this railway is specially treated also in other 
article. 

3. Imperial Government are ready to accept this article but it is matter of 
course that Russia and Russian subjects shall conserve in these portions of Manchuria 
all rights which belong or will belong in those regions to other foreign Powers and 
their subjects or citizens. As to the region affected by lease of the Liaotung Peninsula, 
Russia is disposed to cede to Japan her rights in the regions in question. However 
considering sovereign right of China in these regions and the treaties concluded to 
that effect with the Chinese Government, such cession may not be made but by virtue 
of an understanding with the latter. 

4. Acceding entirely to the principles laid down in Art[iele] 1, Imperial 
Government declare that if this stipulation had not been inserted in the conditions 
proposed by Japan Russia would have had duty of proposing it herself. 

5. The ancient rights of Russia on the island of Saghalien existed already at an 
epoch when Japan did not possess or at least did not exercise any rights of proprietor- 
ship on the greater part of this island; on the other hand, Saghalien is only natural 
continuation of Russian possession in Asia, as this island is separated from the 
Continent by a strait of a very little depth and a length of seven versts. From these 
considerations Russia would be unable to consent to a cession of this island, but she is 
quite disposed to admit to Japan right of wide exploitation of sea fishery and other 
commercial enterprises in this island. Conditions of such exploitation may be the 
object of special arrangement. 

6. Imperial Government would have no objection to this article; but considering 
sovereign rights of China on the territories enumerated, Russia could not cede her 
rights to Japan without the previous agreement with China. It is a matter of course 
that the rights of private individuals in the whole regions affected by lease concluded 
between Russia and China should remain intact. 

7. Imperial Government accept in principle this article on condition, however, 
that they could abandon only the part of railway which is actually occupied in fact 
by Japanese troops. Terminus of each portion of railway to be ceded on these 
conditions shall be determined on common accord. It is, however, indispensable to 
keep in view that it is to a private company that the concession for constructing 
and exploiting the line has been granted by China, which conserves sovereign rights 
thereon and that military occupation should bring no prejudice to the rights of this 
Company. Imperial Government are ready to take upon themselves to arrange with 
the said Company authorizing Chinese Government to exercise from now right of 
purchasing line in question. Premium of the purchase accruing to Company will be 
ceded to Japan. By virtue of Section 2 of the Act of August 27th (Sep[tember] 
8th) 3896, granting to Russo- Chinese Bank the construction of railway, act of which 
was confirmed by the Convention of June 12th (June 29th), 1898, for the construction 

[16942] H 3 
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of South Manchurian branch, Chinese Government has right to purchase line at the 
expiration of the term of 36 years from the day of completion and opening line. 

8. This Article will not call for any objection. The Eailway Company will 
strictly conform, concerning exploitation of the main line of Manchuria as w^ell as 
portion of South Manchurian branch which will remain in its possession, to the terms 
of Act of Concession of August 27th (Sept[ember] 8th), paragraph 8 of which 
stipulates that troops as well as war material of Eussia which will be transported by 
the line should not make stop in Chinese territory. 

9. Eussia would be unable to consent to stipulation of this Article. Only 
vanquished countries reimburse expenses of war, but Eussia is not vanquished. A 
country will be unable to recognize itself as such, while its territory has hardly been 
attacked by enemy. Even if Japan will have taken all maritime provinces of Amur, 
vital force of Eussia will be in no wise impaired, and she will continue struggle. Only 
in case when victorious Japanese army would have invaded interior of Eussia might 
nation understand that the question of reimbursement of war expenses could be 
brought forth. Plenipotentiaries of Euseia believe it their duty to call the attention 
of Plenipotentiaries of Japan to the fact that, even at the Congress of Paris which 
took place after the fall of Sevastopol, the allies did not believe it possible to raise 
the question of reimbursement of war expenses. Such expenses are reimbursed only 
by countries which have no more jiicans of continuing war. Such is in no way the 
case with Eussia. While refusing to reimburse war expenses, Imperial Government 
will recognize it equitable to indemnify Japan of such as she would have incurred, 
not for war itself and to prejudice of Eussia, but for welfare of those Eussians who 
suffered from act of war ; such are ex^K^nses for the maintenance of war prisoners, for 
the care of sick and other persons. 

10. Eussia will be unable to consent to this demand. It would appear difidcult 
to find out, in practice of international relations, precedent which might serve as the 
support of such demand. Besides, this demand is hardly in accord with pacific 
intention, with which the two negotiating parties should be animated. Material 
advantages, which could be acquired by Japan in case when Enssian vessels remaining 
in neutral ports should be assigned to her, would be comparatively slight. Moreover, 
consent to such clause would be incompatible with dignity of Eussia. 

11. Eussia would be unable to consent to succumbing engagements imposed by 
a foreign power, as this would be equally incompatible with her dignity. Imperial 
Government believe themselves, however, to be in a position to declare that it is not in 
their mind to keep in near future any considerable naval force in the waters of the 
Pacific. 

12. Eussia will be ready to arrange with Japan for granting to Japanese subjects 
rights of fishery on the coasts of Japan, Okhotsk and Behring Seas. These rights, 
however, can only be extended to coasts of these seas themselves without including 
inlets and rivers. It is a matter of course that the rights already appertaining in this 
region to the Eussian or foreign subjects should remain in force. (®) 

(^) [For Gonnan iiifiuLmeea. v. G.P. XIX, IT, chs. 137, 189.] 


No. 96. 

Sir 0. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

„ Tdkid, August 20, 1905. 

P.O. Japan 595. D, 5.g0 p.m. 

TeL (No. 197.) Most Secret. E. 6*50 p.m. 

following information was imparted to me this afternoon by the Prime 
Minister — 

At the last formal meeting held on Friday August 18th the discussion regarding 
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article 9, payment of war expenses, became very heated. Finally as a compromise 
Japanese Plenipotentiaries undertook that if their Eussian Colleagues would discuss 
this Article and Article 5, cession of Sakhalin, in a reasonable and conciliatory 
spirit Japan would withdraw article 10 relative to interned ships of war, and article 11 
relative to limitation of naval strength. 

No reply was given by the Eussian Plenipotentiaries but there have since been 
several secret meetings between Eussian and Japanese Plenipotentiaries, and the 
compromise has been discussed by them unofficially. It has been referred home to 
the respective Gk)v[ernmen]ts for instructions. 

On asking Prime Minister whether he would have any objection to tell me for 
the secret information of Hfis] M[ajesty’s] Gk>v[erninen]t what instructions the 
Japanese Gov[ernmen]t proposed to give their Eep[resentati]ves regarding this point, 
Hps] E[xcellency] said that as an evidence of the confidence and good feeling which 
the Japanese Gov[ernmeii]t had towards H[is] M[ajesty’s] Gov[ernmen]t, he 
would tell me that Japanese Gov[ernmen]t considered Japan should be repaid her 
actual war expenses, but that so far as Sakhalin was concerned, Japan would be 
prepared to modify her demand. 

He begged most cordially that Y[our L[ordship] would treat this information as 
absolutely secret and he trusted that the British 6ov[ernmen‘]t would recognize that 
Japan was doing her utmost by these concessions to bring about peace. 


No. 96. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of La7isdowne. 

P.O. Japan 595. Tohid) D. Au<)ust 24, 1905, 4 v.u, 

Tel. (No. 199.) Most Secret. E. August 25, 1905, 8 a.m. 

Pea(‘e Negotiations, 

Prime Minister informed me this morning that the state of the negotiations was 
at present as follows : — 

Plenipotentiaries having received replies from their respective Governments to 
the queries mentioned in my telegram No. 197 of 20th August, (^) met on the 22nd, 
and again on the 23rd. Eussian Plenipotentiaries stated that Eussian Government 
were unable to agree to compromise suggested by the Japanese Plenipotentiaries with 
regard to withdrawal of Article X referring to interned ships and Article XI with 
reference to limitation of naval force and the modification of Article V regarding the 
cession of Sakhalin. M. Witte had privately suggested that ''reimbursement of war 
expenses might be further toned down by calling it a sum of money in repayment 
of certain concessions granted by Japan to Russia in Sakhalin. This change Japanese 
Government also accepted, but neither this nor the other concessions above mentioned 
appear to have met with the approval of the Russian Government. 

Russian Plenipotentiaries have asked for a further meeting on 26th August at 
3 n.M. Japanese Government have agreed. 

Prime Minister thinks either that Russia intends to break off negotiations or 
that the various elements of which the Russian Government are composed cannot 
arrive at a decision, and have therefore asked for further delay. Prime Minister points 
out that in these negotiations Japan has used every effort to conciliate Russia, and 
to “ save her face/’ 

To this end Articles X and XI which were supposed to humiliate Russia have 
been withdrawn, and an offer to modify Article V has been made; the word 
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(>’) [u. immediately pi-eceding dpcumeut.] 
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“indemnity” lias baen avoided and reimbursement of war expenses substituted, 
and now payment of a sum of money in return for concessions in Sakhalin has been 
substituted, but all apparently to no purpose. 

Japanese Government, in the interests of humanity, are most anxious for peace, 
but they do not wish for peace at any price, and if Kussia is determined to carry on 
the war, ^Japan is ready. 

On my asking to what extent the Japanese Government were prepared to modify 
Article V, his Excellency said that that depended upon extent to which Eussian 
Government were prepared to accept Article IX respecting reimbursement. 


No. 97. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdoiane, 

F.O. America :2581. 

Tel. (No. 92.) Lenox, August 24, 1905. 

Confidential. President writes under date of yesterday asking me to let you know 
his views about Conference. (^) lie has told Japanese that the opinion of the civiliised 
world will not support them in continuing the war merely for the purpose of extorting 
money from Eussia. He thinks that they would be right in continuing the war if 
Russia refused to cede Sakhalin but in as much as they wish to hold all they have taken 
it is difficult to see what possible claim they have for a heavy indemnity. President 
points out that if Japanese continue the war all they can possibly get is Eastern Siberia 

(’) [Thi'- text, enclosed in No. 127 Irom Sir M. Dumnd, JD. .\ugust 25, B. September 4, 
A in erica 2580, ia as follows : — 

President Roosevelt to Sir M. Durand, 

(Confidential.) 

My dear Mr, Ambassador, Oyster Bay^ New York, August 2^3, 1«U5. 

In my judgment iwery true friend of Japan should tell it as I have already told it,(^) that the 
opinion of the civilised world will not support it in continuing the war merely for the purpose of 
extorting money from Russia. Of the twelve points submitted by Japan to Russia their plenipo- 
tentiaries have in substance agreed to about eight. Two others, which were on their face foolish, 
have been abandoned by the Japanese. There remain the questions of Saghalin and the indemnity. 
Hagliaiin is now practically Japanese and the Japanese would be entirely right in continuing the 
war if Russia refused to give it up, for this would amount simply to a foolish attempt by Russia 
to reconquer it. But inasmuch as Japan wishes to hold everything she has taken it is difficult 
to see what possible claim she has for a heavy indemnity. She announces that she does not 
wish east Siberia, apparently for the reason that it would be a white elephant on her hands. 
Yet if she continues the war all she can possibly get is Bast Siberia, and this after an expenditure 
which will probably amount to at least five or six hundred millions of dollars together with 
countless lives, with undoubted national exhaustion and with the feeling of the civilized world 
turning against her; not to speak of the possibility of reverses, which, though in my judgment 
not great, must yet be taken into account. It seems to me that the greatest act of friendship 
which the friends of Japan can at this time show her is to do as I have already done, and urge her in 
her own interest not to follow a course which might do her great damage, and can do her no 
real benefit. If the Russians persist in refusing reasonable terms and make it evident to the 
world that the war is continued because of their own blind obstinacy and stupidity, then Japan 
will not be hurt but on the contrary will have general sympathy and will have to do the best 
that she can. But if Japan shows to< the world that she is fighting simply to get money I think 
the effect will be bad upon her in every way, and that, moreover, there is a fair chance that in the 
end she will find she has lost more money, instead of getting any. I wish your people could 
get my views. 

Sincerely yours, 

' THEODORE ROOSEVELT.] 

(“) R'P' Tyler Dennett’s Rooseiwlt (1925),, pp, 268-9, which contains a confidential letter from 
President Roosevelt to Baron Kaneko.] 
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which they do not want, and this after ^eat expenditure and loss of life with the 
feeling of the civilized world turning against them and a possibility of reverses. It 
seems to him the greatest act of friendship to urge Japan in her own interest not to 
follow a course which may do her gi'eat damage and can do her no real benefit. 

MINUTE. 

This is a suggestion that \vc should press the Japanese to make further concessions. 

Were we to do so our advio(' would not be taken and would he resented. 

I am in commun[icatio]n with Mr. Balfour as to the course to be taken. 

L. 


No. 98. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. America 2581. 

Tel. (No. 93.) ^ Lenox, August 24, 1905. 

Sir D. MacKenzie Wallace says Eussian envoys declare they will not give way 
on question of indemnity. They admit they may receive orders from St. Petersburg 
to do so but their information is to the effect that warlike feeling is particularly strong 
at present at Peterhof. Times Correspondent also says Kaneko belongs to the party 
which desires alliance with Eussia. 


No. 99. 

(Jopy of Telegram setU by Presidout Roosevelt to the Emperor Nicholas II, 

August 25, 1906. (*) 

(Enclosure in Despatch from Sir C. MacDonald, No. 233 of August 30, 1905, 

E. October 2, 1905.) 

P.O. Japan 593. 

I feel bound to approach Your Majesty once more, and, lest there should have 
been any misunderstanding of my previo'us telegram, to explain its meaning further. I 
appeal to Your Majesty, praying that, guided by your conscience, you may be disposed 
to accept the compromise, which has been drawn up by the plenipotentiaries of Eussia 
and Japan. 

A telegram received this morning from St. Petersburg announces, that Count 
Lamsdorff had declared the payment of an indemnity and the cession of territory by 
Eussia to be in\possible. The signification of this is that the war must be continued. 

If war is continued it is ceiiain that Japan will meet with very considerable 
difficulties; but it is to be feared that Eussia would meet with such calamities as she 
has never before suffered in her history. According to the opinions of experts, which 
have reached me from various quarters, the Eussian army cannot stand against that of 
Japan, and in due course, Vladivostoqk, Harbin an4 all Eastern Siberia will fall into 
the hands of the Japanese, and thus .Russia, wljich has never lost an inch of her 
territory from the days of Ivan the Terrible, on, will see her possessions taken by the 
enemy. 

It is, therefore, earnestly to be desired that peace should be established upon the 
basis of the compromise. , 

The plenipotentiaries of the two countries should decide as to the payment to be 
made for half of Saghahn, and if they are unable to come to an agreement on the 

(^) [cp. Tyler Dermett’s Hoossvelt (1925), pp. 272-4, whioh contains anotfaer communication oi 
this date.] 
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tnfctter, then persons of the hijihest rank in Great Britain and France might he 
requested to make an estimate of the amount to be paid, which they would communicate 
to the plenipotentiaries. If this plan were to he adopted, either Japan might designate 
an English and Kussia a French functionary, or else the two Governments might accept 
persons nominated by the Governments of Great Britain and France. The plenipo- 
tentiaries need not be bound to accept the estimate thus made. 

If Your Majesty will accede to this suggestion, I will communicate it to the 
Japanese Government. My sole object in making it is, in the interests of Japan and 
Eussia, and in the interests of humanity, to put an end to useless bloodshed and to 
restore peace between the two countries. 


No. 100. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquc-ss of Lansdowne. 

F.O. America 2581. Lenox, So-ptenihcr 1, 1!)05. 

Tel. (No. 98 a,) R. 'Oa.m. 

The President sends me copies of messages sent by (group left out ?him) to 
U [rated] S[tates] Ambassador at St. Petersburg on Aug[ust] 21st, Aug[uBt] 23rd 
and Aug[ust] 25th and copies of two letters addressed to Kaneko on Aug[ust] 22 
and Aug[ust] 23rd. (M He suggests my telegraphing the letters for your confidential 
information. The messages to U[nited] S[tates] Ambassador at St. Petersburg 
urge Eussia to make peace on basis of division of Sakhalin, Eussia paying redemption 
money for the northern half and Okuba (Russian prisons). The letters contain 
appeal to Japanese not to continue the war for indemnity. Text of last letter is 
as follows : “It seemes to me that it is to the interest of the great empire of 

Nippon now to make peace for two reasons : (i) self-interest ; (ii) the interest of 

the world to which she owes a certain duty. 

Remember I do not speak of continuing the war rather than give up Sakhalin 
which I think would be right, but of continuing the war in order to get a great sum 
of money from Eussia which I think would be wrong. Of course you may succeed 
in getting it but in my judgment even this success would be too dearly paid for and 
if you failed to get the money no additional humiliations and losses inflicted on 
Eussia would repay Japan for the additional expenditure in blood, in money, in 
national exhaustion. 

I. It is in Japan’s interest now to close the war. She has won the control 

over Corea and Manchuria ; she has disorganized the majority of her own fleet in 

destroying that of Russia; she has Port Arthur, Dalny and the Manchurian Rail- 
way; she has Sakhalin. It is not worth her while to continue the war for money 
when so to continue would probably eat up more money than she could at the end 
get back from Russia. She will be wise now to close the war in triumph and to 
henceforward seat as a leading member at the Council table of the nations. 
It. Ethically it seems to me that Japan owes a duty to the world at this crisis. 
The civilized world looks to her to make peace ; the nations believe in her ; let her 
show her leadership in matters ethical no less than in matters military. The appeal 
is made to her in the name of all that is lofty and noble ; and to this appeal I hqie 
she will not be deaf.” 

(’) [d. Tyler Dennett’s Roosevelt, (1925), pp. 268-9, 274. Messages frnm the President to the 
Emperor William II of August 16, 21, are in G.P. XIX, II, pp. 61S-21.] 
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No. 101. 

Imperial Order submitted to the Senate by the Minister of Justice. 

(Enulosure in Despatch from Sir C. Hardiiige, No. 620 of October 18, 1905, 

E. October 23, 1905.(0) 

F.O. Eussia 1703. 

(Translation.) 

As to the Eatificatioii of the Treaty of Peace between Eussia and Japan, 
signed at Portsmouth 23rd August, 1905. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, by a letter (No. 5450) dated 2nd October 1905, 
informed the Minister of Justice, that on the first day of the same month His Imperial 
Majesty had been graciously pleased to ratify the Treaty of Peace, signed at 
Portsmouth on 23rd August [5 September], 1905, between Eussia and Japan, and 
that in virtue of a special a^eement with, the Japanese Government, the mutual 
notifications that the ratification of the Treaty had been effected followed on the 
2nd October 1905, — that to the Imperial Government being made through the Eepre- 
sentative of the United States of America at St. Petersburg, and that to the Japanese 
Government through the French Eepresentative at Tokio. 

The Minister of Justice, on the 3rd [16th] October 1905, handed to the Senate, 
for publication, the text, as communicated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, of the 
above-mentioned Treaty, with that of two articles, supplementary thereto, together 
with a Eussian translation of the same. 

By God’s assisting grace We, Nicholas the Second, Emperor and Autocrat of 
all the Eussias, &c. &c., 

Hereby declare that by mutual agreement between Ourselves and His Majesty the 
Emperor of Japan, Our Plenipotentiaries have concluded and signed at Portsmouth on 
the 23rd August [6 September] 1905 a Treaty of Peace, which word for word reads as 
follows : — 

Sa MajestS I’Empereur de toutes les Eussies, d’une part, et Sa Majesty 
I’Empereur du Japon, d’autre part, 6tant animus du d^sir de rdtablir les bienfaits de 
la paix pour Leurs pays et pour Leurs peuples, ont d^cidS de conclure un Traitfi de 
Paix et ont nomm4 ^ cet effet Leurs PlSnipotentiaires, savoir ; 

Sa Majesty. I’Empereur de Eussie : Son Excellence M. Serge Witte, Son Secretaire 
d’Etat et President du Comite des Ministres de I’Empire de Eussie et Son Excellence 
le Baron Eoman Eosen, Maltre de la Cour Imperials de Eussie et Son Ambassadeur 
Extraordinaire et PMnipotentiaire auprfes des Etats-Unis d’Am4rique; et 

Sa Majesty I’Empereur du Japon : Son Excellence le Baron Komura lutaro, 
lusammi, grand cordon de I’ordre Imperial du Soleil Levant, Son Ministre des 
Affaires Etrangeree et Son Excellence M. Tafcahira Kogoro, lusammi, grand cordon 
de I’ordre Imperial du Tr4sor Sacr6, Son Envoy6 Extraordinaire et Ministre PlSnipo- 
tentiaire aupr^s des Etats-Unis d’Am$rique; 

Lesquels, apr5s Avoir 6chang6 leurs pleins pouvoirs, trouvis en bonne et due 
forme, ont conclu lee Articles suivants : — 

Abtiole I. 

II y aura 5, 1’avenir paix et amitiS entre Lenrs Majest^s I’Empereur de toutes les 
Eussies et I’Empereur du Japon, ainsi qu’ entre Leurs Etats et eujets respeotifs. 

(1) [Sir 0. Hardinge’s despatch enclosed a printed paper giving the text of the Imperial Order 
in Russian, the treaty in French (vrith a Bussiem translation)., and the ratification in Russian. 
Sir .0. Hardinge enclosed also an English translation of the Imperial Order and ratification. 
'JCha French text of the treaty is here reproduced, together with the English translation of the 
Imperial Order and rataficalaon, The English translation of the treaty isgiveninA.F.S.P., Yol. 98, 
p. 7BS sqq.J 
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Article II. 

Le Gouvernement Imperial de Eussie, reconnaiseant que le Japon poasede en 
Coree des interets pr4dominants politiques, militaires et economiques, s’ engage a ne 
point intervenir ni mettre d’obstacles aus mesures de direction, de protection et do 
contrdle que le Gouvernement Imperial du Japon pourrait eonsid&er ndcessaire de 
prendre en Cores. 

n est entendu que les aujets Busses en Coree seront traites exactement de la 
memo maniere que les ressortissants des autres pays etrangers, a savoir qu’ils seront 
places sur le mSme pied que les ressortissants de la nation la plus favorisee. 

II est de meme convenu que pour dviter toute cause de malentendu, les deux 
Hautes Parties Oontractantes s’abstiendront, sur la fronti&re Eusso-Coreenne, de 
prendre toute mesure militaire qui pourrait menacer la security du territoire Russe 
ou Corden. 

Article IU. 

La Eussie et le Japon s’engagent mutuelleraent : 

1. A evacuer complStement et simultan4ment la Manchourie, I’exception du 
territoire sur lequel s’ Stand le bail de la presqu’ile de Tjiao-tong, conformSment aui 
dispositions de 1’ Article additionnel I annexe ce traite: et 

2. restituer entiSrement et completement a 1’ administration exclusive de la Chine 
toutes les parties de la Manchourie qui sont occupSes maintenant par les troupes 
Russes et Japonaises, ou qui sont sous leur controle, a I’exception du territoire 
susmentionnS. 

Le Gouvernement Imperial de Eussie declare qu’il n’a point en Manchourie 
d’avantages territoriaux ou concessions prSfSrentielles ou exclusives de nature i 
porter atteinte &. la souverainetS de la Chine ou incompatibles avec le principe 
d’opportunitS Sgale. 

Article IV. 

La Bussie et le Japon s’engagent rSeiproquement &, ne mettre aucun obstacle 
aux mesures gSnSrales qui s’appliquent Sgalement a toutes les nations et que la 
Chine pourrait prendre pour le d4veloppement du commerce et de I’industrie en 
Manchourie. 

Article V. 

Le Gouvernement Imperial de Eussie cbde au Gouvernement Imperial du Japon, 
avec le eonsentement du Gouvernement de Chine, le bail de Port-Arthur, de Talien 
et dee territoires et eaux territoriales adjacents, ainsi que tous les droits, privileges 
et concessions se rattachant i ce bail ou en faisant partie, et il cbde, de ra4me, au 
Gouvernement Imperial du Japon tons les travaux et propri4t4s publics dans le 
territoire sur lequel s’^tend le bail susmentionng. 

Les deux Hautes Parties Oontractantes s’sngagent mutuellement ^ obtenir du 
Gouvernement de Chine le eonsentement mentionn4 dans la stipulation ci-dessus. 

Le Gouvernement Imperial du Japon donne de sa part 1’ assurance que les droits 
de propri4t4 dee sujets russes dans le territoire susmentionn^ seront parfaitement 
respectSs. 

Article VI. 

Le Gouvernement Imperial de Eussie s’engage c4der au Gouvernement Imperial 
du Japon, sans compensation, avec le eonsentement du Gouvernement de Chine, 
le chemin de fer Tchan-Tehoun (Kouan-Tchien-Tsy) et Port-Arthur et tous ses 
embranchemente avec tous les droite, privileges et proprietSs y appartenant dans 
cette rdg^on, ainsi que toutes les mines de eharbon dans ladite region, appartenant A 
ce chemin de fer ou en exploitation pour son proht. 
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Lee deux Hautes Parties Contractantes s’engagent mutuellement a obtenir du 
Grouvernement de Chine le consent ement mentionne dans la stipulation ci-dessus. 

Article VII. 

La Eussie et le Japon s’engagent a exploiter leurs chemins de fer respectifs en 
Manchourie exclusivement dans un but commercial et industriel, mais nullement dans 
tin but strategique. 

II est entendu que cette restriction ne s’ applique pas aux chemins de fer dans le 
territoire sur lequel s’etend le bail de la presqu’ile de Liao-tong. 

Article VIII. 

Lea Gouvemements Imperiaux cle Eussie et du Japon, en vue de favoriser et de 
faciliter les relations et le trafic, coiicluront, aussitot que possible, une convention 
s^par^e, pour le reglement de leurs services de raecordement de chemins de fer en 
Manchourie. 

Article IX. 

Le Gouvernement Imperial de Eussie cede au Gouvernement Imperial du Japon 
en perpStuite et en pleine souverainete la partie sud de Tile de Sakhaline et toutes les 
iles qui y sont adjacentes, ainsi que tons les travaux et proprietes publics qui s'y 
trouvent. Le cinquanti&me paralleJe de latitude nord est adopie comme la limite du 
territoire ced6. — La ligne fronti&re exacte de ee territoire sera d6termin§e conform^- 
ment aux dispositions de I’Article additionnel II annexe a ce Traits. 

Le Japon et la Eussie eonviennent mutuellement de ne construire dans leurs 
possessions respectives sur Tile de Sakhaline et sur les iles qui y sont adjacentes 
aucune fortification ni travaux militaires semblables. De mSme, ils s'engagent 
reaps ctivement & ne prendre aucune mesure militaire qui pourrait entraver la libre 
navigation des D6troits de Lap^rouse et de Tartarie. 

Article X. 

II est reserve aux sujets Eusses habitants du territoire c6d6 au Japon de vendre 
leurs proprifitgs immobili&res et de se retirer dans leur pays; mais, s’ils pr^f^rent 
reater dans le territoire c6d6, ils seront mointenus et prot6ggs dans le plein exercice 
de leurs industries et droits de propriSt6 la condition de se soumettre aux lois et a 
la juridxction japonaises. Le Japon aura la pleine liberty de retirer le droit de residence 
dans ce territoire h tons les habitants se trouvant dans Tincapacite politique ou 
administrative, ou de les dSporter de ce territoire. II s’ engage toutefois h ce que 
les droits de propriStS de ces habitants soient pleinement respectSs. 

Article XI. 

La Eussie s’ engage k s’entendre avec le Japon pour concSder aux sujets Japonais 
des droits de p§che le long des cotes des possessions Eusses dans les Mers du Japon, 
d’ Okhotsk et de Behring. 

II est convenu que Tengagement susmentionn4 ne portera pas atteinte aux droits 
d4j£t appartenant aux sujets Eusses ou Strangers dans ces regions. 

Article XII. 

Le Traits de Commerce et de Navigation entre la Eussie et le Japon ayant ete 
annuls par la guerre, les Gouvemements ImpSriaux de Eussie et du Japon s’engagent 
adopter, comme base de leurs relations commereiales, jusqu’&. la conclusion d’un 
nouveau traitS de commerce et de navigation sm' la base du Traite qui Stait en 
vigueur antSrienrement h la guorre actuelle, le systeme du traitement rSciproque sur 
le pied de la nation la plus favorisSe, y compris les tarifs d'importation et d’exporta- 
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tion, les formalites de douane, les droits de transit et de tonnage, et Tadmission 
et le traitement des agents, des sujets et des vaisseanx d’un pa_vs dans le territoire do 
r autre. 

Aeticlb XIII. 

Aussitot que possible apres la raise en vigneur du present Traite, tous les prisonniera 
de guerre seroiit reciproquement restituds. Les Gouvernenienta Imperiaux de Rnssio 
et du Japon nommeront, ehaeun de son c6te, un Commissaire special qui se chargera 
des prisonniers. Tons les prisonniers se tro'uvant entre les mains de I’un des Gouverne' 
ments seront remis an Commissaire de I’autre Gouvernement, ou a son repreaentant, 
dument autorise, qui les recevra en tel norabre et dans tels ports convenables do 
I’Etat remettant que ce dernier aura notifie d’avance an Commissaire de TEtat recevant. 

Les Gouvernenients de Enssie et du Japon presenteront Tun a Tautre, le plus 
tdt possible, apr&s que la remise des prisonniers aura ete achevee, un eompte documento 
des depenses directes faites respectivement par eux pour le soin et Tentretien des 
prisonniers depuia la date de la capture ou de la reddition jusquA celle de la mort 
ou de la remise. La Eussie s’engage a rembouracr an Japon, aussitdt que possible 
apres Tdchange de ces comptes, comme il est stipule ci-desaus, la, difference entre 
le montant rdel ainsi depens^ par le Japon et le inontant rSel dgalement d^bours^ par 
la Eussie. 

Article XIV. 

Le present Traite sera ratifie par leurs Majcstds TEmpercuir de touto,a les Eussies 
et TEmpereur du Japon. Cette ratification sera, dans le plus bref d^lai possible, et en 
tous cas pas plus tard que dans einquante jours §, partir de la date de la signature du 
Traite, notifide aux Gouvernements Imperiaux de Eussie et du Japon respectivement, 
par Tinterm^diaire de TAmbassadeur des Etats-Unis d’Am^rique 5, S[ain]t-P6terB- 
bonrg et du Ministre de France S, Tokio, et §, partir de la date de la derni&re de ces 
notifications ce Traite entrera, dans toutes ses parties, en pleine vigneur. 

L’Schange formel des ratifications se fera S, Washington anssitfit que possible. 

Article XV. 

Le present Traits sera signfi en double : en langues Franfaise et Anglaise. Tjes 
deux textes sent absolument conformes; mais, en cas de divergence d’interpiAtation, 
le texte Fraiifais fera foi. 

En foi de quoi lea Pl6nipotentiaires respoctifs nnt aign6 et scellS de lours sceaux 
le present Traiti de Paix. 

Fait &. Portsmouth (New Hampshire) le vingt-trois Aoflt (cinq Septembre) de Tan 
mil neuf cent cinq, correspondant au cinquieme jour du neuviSme raois de la trente- 
huiti&me ann^e de Meidji. 

(signg) lUTAEO KOMUEA. (sign4j SEEGE WITTE. 

(8ign4) K. TAKAHIEA. (signg) ROSEN. 

(L.8.) (L.S.) (L.S.) L.S.) 

ConformSinent aux dispositions des Articles III et IX du Trait4 de Paix entre la 
Ruasie et le Japon en date de ce jour, les PIdnipotentiaires soussignea ont conclu les 
Articles additionnels suivante : 

1. Ad Article III. 

Les Gouvernements Imp4riaux de Eussie et du Japon s’engagent mutuellement 
ti, commencer le retrait de leurs forces militaires du territoire de la Manehourie 
wmultan4ment et imm4diatement aprSs la mise en vigueur du Trait4 de Paix ; et dans 
une p^riode de dix-huit mois h partir de cette date les armees des deux Puissances 
, 'Sfflront complAtement retirees de la Manehourie Texception du territoire bail de la 
prestqn’^ile de Liaotong. 
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LeB forces des deux Puissances occupant les positions frontales seront retirees les 
premieres. 

Le^s Hautes Parties Contractantes se reservent le droit de maintenir des gardes 
pour proteger leurs lignes de chemins de fer respectives en Manchourie. 

Le nombre de oes gardes n’excedera pas quinze hommes par kilometre : et, dans 
la limits de ce nombre maximum, les Commandants des armees Russes et Japonaises 
flxeront, de commun accord, le nombre des gardes qui seront employes, le plus minime 
possible, conformement aux exigences reelles. 

Les Commandants des forces Russes et Japonaises en Manchourie s’entendront 
sur tons les details relatifs a 1’ execution de I’evacuation conformement aux principes 
ci-dessus enumer6s et prendront, de commun accord, les mesures nScessaires pour 
effeetuer I’evacuation aussitbt que possible et en tout cas pas plus tard que dans la 
periode de dix-huit mois. 

2. Ad Article IX. 

Aussitot que possible apres la mise en vigueur du present Traite une Commisssion 
de Delimitation, eomposee de nombre egal de membres qui seront nommes respeetive- 
inent par les deux Hautes Parties Contractantes, marquera sur les lieux, d’une 
maniere permanente, la ligne exacte entre les possessions Russes et Japonaises de 
I’Re de Sakhaline. La Commission sera tenue, autant que les considerations 
topograpbiques le permettront, 5, suivre le cinquantieme parallels de latitude nord 
pour la ligne de demarcation, ot dans le cas ou des deviations de la dite ligne sur 
quelques points seront trouvees necessaires, compensation en sera faite par des 
deviations correlatives sur d’autres points. H sera de mime le devoir de la dite Com- 
mission de preparer une liste et description des lies adjacentes qui seront comprises 
dans la cession, et finalement la Commission preparera et signera les cartes constatant 
les limites du territoire e§de. Les travaux de la Commission seront soumis ^ 
I’approbation dos Hautes Parties Contractantes. 

Les Articles additionnela mentionnes ci-dessus seront consideres comme ratifies 
par la ratification du Traite de Paix, auquel ils sont annexes. 

Portsmouth, Ic 23 Aofit (5 Septembre) 1905, (‘orreapondant au fi'"" jour, 9“““ 
mois, 38““' ann6e de Meidji. 

(signei lUTARO KOMURA. (signe) SERGT'l WITTE, 

(signei K. TAKAHIRA. (signe) ROHEN. 

Wlierefore, after due perusal of this Treaty and its two Supplementary Articles, 
We have accepted the same ae satisfactory, have confirmed and ratified it, and we also 
accept it hereby as satisfactory, and confirm and ratify it in all its contents, promising 
by Our Imperial word, on Our own behalf, and that of Our Heirs and Successors, that 
everything laid down in the above-mentioned acts will be inviolably observed. 

In token whereof, We, having signed with Our own hand this Our Imperial 
Ratification, have commanded it to be confirmed by Our Imperial Seal. 

Given at Peterhof the first [14th] day of October in the year of Our Lord 1905, 
and in the eleventh year of Our Reign. (^) 

Signed NICHOLAS. 

Countersigned 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Secretary of State, 

Count Lamsdobpf. 

(®) [The Emperor of Japan also ratified the Treaty on, October 14, whereupon the Treaty came 
into force.] , ' ' ■ ' ' ' ' 
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VI.— NEGOTIATIONS RELATING TO WEI-HAI-WEI AND 

COREA, 1904-5. 

No. 102. 

Mr. Jordon to the Marqnesfi of Ln.md.oime 

Seoul, May 19, 1904. 

P.O. China 1661. D. 4'15 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 107.) E. 4-15 p.m. 

Edict published today cancels all Treaties between Eussia and Corea. Special 
reference is made to timber concession 1896 which from being a private transaction is 
described as having been converted by Eussian Government into an instrument of 
political aggression by supplementary agreement of July 20, 1903. Latter is also 
declared null and void. 

Japanese Minister informs me confidentially that step was taken on the advice of 
Japanese Government who regard Corean cooperation as a principle of cardinal 
importance and consider maintenance of Treaty relations with Eussia as incompatible 
therewith. 

(Rent to Tokyo.) 


No. 103. 

The Marq'iiess of Lanedowne to Sir C. MacDonald. 

E.O. Japan 590. (’) 

(No. 151.) Foreign Office, D. September 26, 1905. 

Sir, E. November 14, 1905. 

The Japanese Minister called upon me today and informed me that he was 
instructed to make a communication to me in regard to Corea. 

It was to the following effect. 

“Confidential. “September 26, 1905. 

“In the external relations of Corea the Imperial Government recognize 
elements of grave danger still exist. The Court and high officials of Corea have 
always considered it to be their beet policy skilfully to manipulate the influence of 
Eussia and Japan in Corea so as to make them the means of mutual restraint, 
and it is an undeniable fact that, in pursuing this policy they have not hesitated 
to enter into unwise treaty and other engagements with foreign Powers. In fact 
this may be said to have formed one of the direct causes of the recent war between 
the two Powers. 

“Under the agreement of August 22nd 1904 between Japan and Corea the 
latter agreed to consult Japan before concluding Treaties with foreign Powers and (*) 


(*) [The copy in this volume is a rough draft, and the text has therefore been cheeked by 
the Embassy archives, Japan, E.O, 202/924, The two are identical except for miner differences in 
capitalisation.] 
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also before taking any steps regarding important diplomatic affairs. (^) In spite of 
this Agreement and even while the war was still in progress instances have not been 
lacking where the Corean authorities have disregarded or attempted to disregard 
the above Treaty stipulation. The Japanese Government have alsoheard that some 
influential Coreans are said to be entertaining similar designs at the present time — 
and this even before peace is definitely established ! What, therefore, their course 
of action will be when peace is restored and the restrictions imposed upon their 
actions by the conditions of war cease to exist is not difficult to surmise. 

‘‘Eussia, on the other hand, has recognized in the Treaty of Peace the right 
of Japan to full liberty of action in Corea. But it is by no means clear what 
attitude she may be disposed to assume later. 

So long as the relations of Corea with foreign Powers remain as at present 
the position of Japan in Corea will continue to be an insecure one which is a state 
of affairs Japan cannot possibly suffer to exist. 

“Such being the case Japan may be compelled to take radical steps to 
eliminate future evils, and in order to accomplish this effectively the Imperial 
Government have no alternative but to assume the charge of the external relations 
of the Corean Government. The Imperial Government, therefore, propose to take, 
ere long, the necessary measures to attain the above object. 

“In view of the stipulations which are contained in the new Alliance Agree- 
ment the Imperial Government entertain no doubt as to their receiving the full 
concurrence of His Majesty's Government in this matter. Nevertheless they deem 
it only right, considering the close relations of the two countries, frankly to state 
their views on thie subject and they hope to anticipate the action they are about to 
take in Corea by an exchange of views between the two Governments." 

I told Viscount Hayashi that, as he was aware, Hie Majesty's Government were 
entirely favourable to the development of Japanese influence in Corea and that, so 
far as they were concerned, the Jap[ane]ee GDv[ernmen]t were not likely to encounter 
any difficulties in giving effect to their policy. 

[I am, &c.] 

L[ANSDOWNE.] 


(2) [The following is the text of the Agreement of August 22, 1004, as cummunicated by 
Viacount Hayashi on August 31 : — 

F.O. Japan 585. 

Translation. Augmt 22, 1904. 

I. Carean Government shall engage a Japanese subject recommended by Japanese Government 
as Financial Adviser to the Corean Government and all matters concerning finance shall be dealt 
with after his counsel being taken. 

II. Corean Government shall engage a foreigner recommended by Japanese Government as 
Diplomatic Adviser to Foreign Office and all important matters concerning foreign relations 
shall be dealt with after his counsel being taken. 

III. Corean Government shall previously consult Japanese Government in concluding Treaties 
and Conventions with foreign Powers and in dealing with other important diplomatic aSairs such 
as the grant of concessions to or contracts with foreigners. 

Verbal Explanation on Communicated Agreement, 

The present agreement is nothing more than the natural consequence or development of 
the Protocol of February 23, 19Q4, concluded between Japan and Corea which the Viscount 
Hayashi communicated to the British Government at that time. The Agreement does not in any 
way interfere with the full operation or validity of Corea’s existing treaties and the Article III 
of the Agreement is not intended to place any impediment in the way of legitimate enterprise 
but merely to check the future conclusion of unwise and improvident engagements which in file 
past have been the sources of trouble and complications. 

This agreement was signed at S4oul August 22, d. also Sir 0* MacDonald’s Tel, No. 242 of 
August 29, 1904, F.O. Japan 581-3 


[16942] 


I 
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No. 104. 

The Marfjvess of Lansdo'W7\e to Sir C MacDonald. 

F.O, China 1767. Foreign Office, Octoher 13, 1905. 

Tel. (No. 133.) Secret. D. 10 a.m. 

Have Japanese Gov[ernmen]t given any indication recently whether they still 
attach importance to our retention of Wei-hai-wei? If not could you ascertain their 
views without making them aware that matter is under consideration here? 


No. 105. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

Tokio, October 15, 1905. 

F.O. China 1767. D. 2-20 p.m. 

Tel. (No 247.) Secret. E. 5'30 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 133. (^) 

Japanese Government have given no indication that they have changed view 
expressed by Baron Komura (my telegram No. 23'*^) namely, that it was the “ earnest 
wish” of his Government that Great Britain should retain Wei-hai-Wei. 

Yesterday I had good opportunity to sound Prime Minister and Minister of 
Marine privately and separately on this point. They were both strongly of opinion 
that so long as Germany held Kiao-chow, so long should we remain in Wei-hai-Wei. 

They considered transfer of the Jjiaotung Peninsula to Japan made no difference 
whatever in our lease of Wei-hai-Wei. 

As to whether Japan will try to extend lease of Liaotung beyond the 25 years, 
the statesmen above mentioned naturally show reserve, but from the way they spoke 
Japan has undoubtedly come to stay. 

I am of opinion that our withdrawal from Wei-liai-Wei would be in opposition 
to wishes of Japanese Government, and would create the veiy worst impression 
throughout Japan. 

I venture to think, also, that it would injure our influence and prestige in the 
Far East genera;lly. 

UmVTK. 

1 ?. Sir E. Satow's 185 and my minute. (^) 

L. 

(1) [r. irnmedintoly preceding dncument.l 

Of Jan[uary] 26. The telegram only contained the statement quoted as to Wei-hai-woi, 
The rest of the message roferretl to the conditions of peaco.— W. L. 

(2) Lv. immediately Ruccp(‘ding document,] 


No. 106. 

Sir E, Satow to the Marquess of Lansdomne. 

Peking, October 16, 1906. 

I'.O. China 1767. D. 12-25 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 185.) E. 1 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 148 (of 0et[ob6r] 13.(') Withdrawal from W«i-hai-wei). 
Chinese view would be that we were siruply giving tip in accordance with stipula- 
lion that the lease ends when Eussian occupation of Port Arthur terminates. 


(>) [Not reprodiippd,] 
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Eepresentation of the China Association doubtless accords with views of British 
community, but I regard it as premature to approach Chinese 6ov[ernmen]t with 
proposals for renewal until Japanese terms in regard to transfer of Liaotung peninsula 
are known to H[is] M[ajesty’s] Gov[ernmen]t. Eeasons were given in my private 
letters of Aug[ust] 24 and September 21 and more fully in my DeBp[atch] of 
October 5(^) which should reach you November 16. 

Effect of our withdrawal would be to furnish Germany with an opportunity of 
claiming it under Art[icle] 5 of her Kiaochow Agreement and would seriously weaken 
our political position. I do not see what compensatory advantages we could obtain. 
Territorial zones China would not give, commercial would be shared by all other 
countries, railway and mining concessions are not obtainable in the present mood 
of the Chinese Gov[ernmen]t. 

At the risk of trespassing outside my own province I venture to add these other 
considerations. 

As a health station for H[is] M[ajesty’s] ships during hot season in South 
China and for training crews in gunnery and torpedo and rifle practice the place is 
invaluable and cost of civil administration is insignificant. I do not see what we can 
possibly gain by withdrawal. 


MINITTLS 

Wei-hai‘ivci. 

1. We. have not yet seen any official version of the Treaty of Peace, but we believe that by 
its terms Japan has to settle with China as to the transfer of the Liao-tung lease. 

2. I annex Article V of the Iviao-chau Agreement.* Germany could apparently only claim 
Wei-hai-wei by retirement from Kiao-chau which is unlikely after the expenditure she has 
incurred there. 

W. L. 


* Article V. 

Should Germany at some future time express the wish to return Kiao-chau Bay to China 
before the expiration of the lease, China engages to refund to Germany the expenditure she has 
incurred at Kiao-chau, and to cede to Germany a more suitable place. 

Germany engages at no time to sublet the territory leased from China to another Power. 

The Chinese population dwelling in the ceded territory shall at all times enjoy tho protection 
of the German Government, provided that they behave in conformity with law and order; unless 
their land is required for other purposes they may remain there. 

If land belonging to Chinese owners is required for any other purpose, the owner will 
receive compensation. 

As regards the re-eatablisment of Chinese customs stations which formerly existed outside 
the ceded territory but within the 50-kilom. zone, the Imperial German Government intends to 
come to an agreement with the Chinese Government for the definitive regulation of the customs 
frontier, and the mode of collecting customs dutiea, in a manner which will safeguard all the 
interests of China, and proposes to enter into further negotiations on the subject. 

The above agreement shall be ratified by the Sovereigns of both the Contracting States, and 
the ratifications exchanged in such manner that, after the receipt in Berlin of the Treaty ratified 
by China, the copy ratified by Germany shall be handed to the Chinese Minister in Berlin. 

The foregoing Treaty has been drawn up in four copies, two in German and two in Chinese, 
and was signed by the Representatives of the two Contracting States on the 6th March, 1898, 
equal to tho 14th day of the second month in the twenty-fourth year Kuanghsu. 

(Great Seal of the Taung-li Yamen.) 

The Imperial German Minister, 

(Signed) Baron von HEYKING. 

LI IIUNG-CHANG (in Chinese), Imperial Chinese Grand 
Secretary, Minister of the Tsung-li Yamen, &c., &c.^ 
WEKG TUNG-HO {in Chinese), Imperial Chinese Grand 
Secretary, Member of the Council of State,, Minister 
of the Tsting-U Yamen, &c., &c. 
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(^) [RiOt repr^^liwd.] 
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Tlais expenditure is to be recovered from China if Germany goes but I agree that any such 
withdrawal is in the highest degree improbable. Sir E. Satow is as emphatic as Sir C. MacDonald 
in deprecating the abandonment of W.H.W. , and from the F[oreign] 0[fEice] point of view 
I think Sir E. Satow correctly sums up by stating that it “ would seriously weaken our political 
position/’ 

We have now the Commercial Community in this country and in China, Hfis] M[ajesty’s] 
Ministers at Peking and Tokio, the Japanese Gov[ernm 0 n]t and the Col[onial] Ofhce all dead 
against withdrawal. 

F. A 0. 

Get. 16, 05. 


This telegram is conclusive as to the view of, 

1. The British community, 

2. Sir E. Satow himself, 

and Sir C. MacDonald leaves us in no doubt aa to the opinion of 

3. The Japanese Gov[ernmen]t and 

4. His own. 

I understood from the Prime Minister that he would bring the question before the defence 
committee at its first meeting. 

The Admiralty are apparently in favour of withdrawal, but whatever may be said upon 
strategical grounds, the political arguments are entitled to much weight. 

If however we remain we shall have to regularize our position and obtain an extension. 

I attach no importance to the argument that if we retired from W[ei]-h[ai]-W[ei] the 
Germans might come in. 

L. 

20 / 10 . 


[ED. NOTE . — In reply to a question in the House of Commons on February 22, 1906, 
Mr. Bunciman stated “ It is not considered that the transfer of the Russian lease of Port Arthur 
has made any change in the present status of Wei-hai-Wei, which is* leased to His Majesty’s 
Government, and no action is at present contemplated with regard to the lease/’ (Pari. Deb., 
4th Set., Vol. 152, p. 505.) Some further pourpaTlers both with Japan and with China took place 
during the latter half of 1906. A Memorandum from the War Office of November 3 expressed 
the view that the military value of Wei-hai-Wei was considerable, and Sir Edward Grey upheld 
this view in negotiation.] 


Nq. 107. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. China 1767. 

(No. 266.) Confidential. T6U6, D. November 6, 1905. 

My Lord, jj, December 27, 1905. 

His Excellency Baron Komura, Minister for Foreign Affairs called upon me 
officially this afternoon. He explained this departure from diplomatic etiquette by 
saying he could not receive me at his residence, because, owing to his almost 
immediate departure for China on a special mission, he would be inundated with 
callers, and he wanted to speak to me privately and without interruption on one or 
two subjects. 

His Excellency commenced by expressing his great satisfaction and that of the 
Japanese Government at the King’s desire to raise this Legation to an Embassy. 
This, he said, had given the utmost satisfaction to His Majesty The Emperor. He 
spoke also of my probable appointment as Ambassador here, and then proceeded to 
teU me about his approaching mission to China. His Excellency said that he was 
taking with him Mr. Denison and practically the same staff he had with Viim in 
America; the object of his mission, which was practically a continuation of the 
Portsmouth mission, was to arrange with the Chinese Government the transfer of 
the lease of the Liaotung Peninsula and of the railway from Changchung to Port 
Arthur oo laid down in Articles V apd .VI of the Treaty of Peace, 
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His first care would be to arrange with the Chinese Government the opening 
of certain places in Manchuria for trade and commerce. His Excellency reminded 
me that shortly before the war the Japanese Government in conjunction with the 
United States Government wished to open Harbin, Antung and a port* near the 
mouth of the Yalu to trade. The Chinese Government were willing, but owing to the 
opposition of the Eussian Government who objected to the opening of Treaty ports 
iii Manchuria within what they called their sphere of interest, the matter dropped. 

Your Lordship will remember that the American Government appointed Consuls 
to these places, but these Consuls did not, on account apparently of objections raised 
by the Eussian Government, proceed. 

During the Portsmouth negotiations. His Excellency said he had pressed 
Monsieur de Witte hard, and had insisted that these ports, whether within or without 
the Eailway zone, should be opened, even going the length of threatening to break 
off the negotiations if this point was not ceded. At last Monsieur de Witte yielded 
and gave a verbal promise that no opposition from the Eussian Government would 
take place, and the promise was entered in the proc^s-verhal. 

The establishment of a Treaty Port, owing to its international character, in any 
province or part of China is undoubtedly a great bar to that part of China becoming 
absorbed or annexed by another Power. The strong objection which Eussia had, and 
which apparently she still has to this establishment in Manchuria is, I venture to 
think, significant. 

Baron Komura said that he intended to try and settle this question of the 
establishment of these Treaty Ports in Manchuria first, so as to get it definitely 
arranged “Before the Eussian Government had time to change their minds or 
Monsieur de Witte to forget his promise.” 

I asked whether His Excellency anticipated any difficulty with the Chinese 
Government in the matter of the transfer of the lease of the Liaotung peninsula. 
Baron Komura said he did not, considering that the whole of Manchuria with the 
exception of the leased portions was, thanks to the efforts of the Japanese, to be 
handed back to China ; and that this rendition of Manchuria meant the release of the 
whole of North China which up till then was slowly but surely being absorbed by 
Eussia, the Chinese would be ungrateful indeed if they made any objections to the 
provisions of Articles V and VI of the Treaty. 

I asked whether the Japanese Government would be content with the remainder 
of the unexpired lease of 25 years which the Eussians had obtained in 1898. I hardly 
expected to draw an expression of opinion from His Excellency on this point, but 
he answered at once and with frankness that his instructions were not to raise the 
question of the duration of the lease. If the Chinese raised the point he was to 
decline to discuss it. His own personal opinion was strongly in favour of the above 
course, later on when the lease was about to expire he thought the Japanese Govern- 
ment should insist upon holding Port Arthur at any rate for as long as the Germans 
remained at Kiao-chau. “This,” Hie Excellency added with a smile, “we could do 
by virtue of the most favoured nation clause in our treaty with China. ”(^) 

His Excellency then touched on the British occupation of Wei-Hai-Wei and said 
that not only had the Japanese Government no objection to our remaining in 
possession, but they earnestly hoped we would. It was most important that this naval 
port should remain in possession of a strong and friendly Power, at any rate as long 
as any of the leases which China had given to other Powers remained in force — ^he 
added, “I beg that you will telegraph this to your Government.” 

His Excellency then spoke about railway guards on the Manchurian railway line. 
The number of these, as Your Lordship is aware, is fixed by the Protocol of the 
Treaty at 15 per kilometre. These guards, Baron Komura said, would be dispensed 
with, so far as the part of the Eailway under Japanese control was concerned, the 

Tatungkow. 

(^) [Unsigned marginal commpnt “ A very odd reading of Art. X of the Treaty,”] 
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moment it was seen that China was capable of looking aftei* the llailway herself. 
During the peace negotiations Monsieur de Witte had contended for 20 men per 
Kilometre, Baron Komura for 5, ultimately the present number was decided upon. 

His Excellency said that he thought his mission would last upwards of a month. 
During his absence Count Katsura would, as before act as Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, &c. 

CLAUDE M. MaoDONALD. 

P.S . — Baron Komura also said that he hoped in the matter of the lease of 
Wei-hai-wei His Majesty’s Government would adopt the same attitude which the 
Japanese Gov[ernmen]t intended to take regarding the lease of Port Arthur. 

C. M. MaoD. 


MINUTE. 

The cunelusive ar^mmciit for tlie rotention of Wei Ilai AVei for the priv^cait appears to 
me to be the strong feeling of tho Japanese. The last expression of this feeling in Sir G. 
MacDonald’s No. 20U, should be added to the paper alreadv pia^pared. 

E, Cr. 

[Jan. 1, mo.] 


No. 108. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

Peking, Novevkber 21, 1905. 
r.O. China 1675. D. 12-35 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 217.) E. Noon. 

Corea. 

Japanese Ambassador states that a treaty was signed on October 18 [sic] by 
Corean Minister for Foreign Affaire and Japanese Minister by which Corea agrees to 
receive Japanese protectorate, and to leave conduct of foreign affairs in the hands of 
the Japanese Government. Consequently the maintenance of the Foreign legations 
will become unnecessary. 


No. 109. 

Communication hy Viscount Hayashi, tiocember 22, 1905. 

Agreement between Japan and Corea. 

F.O. Japan 600. November 17, 1905. 

The Governments of Japan and Corea desiring to strengthen the principle of 
solidarity which unites the two Empires have, with that object in view, agreed upon 
and concluded the following stipulations to serve until the moment arrives when it 
is recognized that Corea has attained national strength ; 

ABTIOIiE 1. 

The Government of Japan, through the Department of Foreign Affairs in TttHo, 
will, hereafter, have control and direction of the external relations and affairs of 
Corea and the diplomatic and consular representatives of Japan will have the charge 
of the subjects and interests of Corea in Foreign countries. 
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Abticle n. 

The Government of Japan undertake to see to the execution of the treaties 
actually existing between Corea and other Powers and the Government of Corea engage 
not to* conclude hereafter any act or engagement having an international character, 
except through the medium of the Government of Japan, 

Akticlb III. 

The Government of Japan shall be represented at the Court of His Majesty the 
Emperor of Corea by Eesident-General, who shall reside at Seoul primarily for the 
purpose of taking charge of and directing matters relating to diplomatic affairs. 

He shall have the right of private and personal audience of His Majesty the 
Emperor of Corea. 

The Japanese Government shall also ha-ve the right to station residents at the 
several open ports and such other places in Corea as they may deem necessary. Such 
Residents shall, under the direction of the Resident-General designate the powers and 
functions hitherto appertaining to Japanese Consuls in Corea and shall perform such 
duties as may be necessary in order to carry into full effect the provisions of this 
agreement. 

Akticle IV. 

The stipulations of all treaties and agreemBnt[ sj existing between Japan and 
Corea not inconsistent with the provisions of this Agreement shall continue in force. 

Abticle Y. 

The Government of Japan undertake to maintain the welfare and dignity of the 
Imperial House of Corea. 

In faith whereof the undersigned duly authorized by their Governments have 
signed this Agreement and afiS.xed their seals. 

November 17 th. 

HAYASHI GONSUKE, 

Envoy Extraordinary and Mmister 
Pleni'potQntiary . 

PAK CHE SOON, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

November 17, 1905. 

In confidentially communicating to your Lordship the accompanying Agreement 
between Japan and Corea I am instructed by Count Kataura to inform you of the 
intention of the Imperial Government to officially communicate the present Agreement 
in due time to His Majesty’s and other Governments. I am also to add that the 
perilous situation in Corea hae rendered necessary the conclusion of this compact but 
that the Treaties existing between the Powers and Corea will be respected by the Imperial 
Government and thaF the Imperial Government intends shortly to make a declaration 
to the effect that all proper commercial and industrial interests enjoyed by the Powers 
in Corea will in no way be injured. 

Pending such official communication and declaration, however, the Imperial 
Government have deemed it right to make known confidentially to His Majesty’s 
Government the present Agreement and hope that His Majesty’s Government will 
regard the communication as confidential for the presents 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE ANGLO-JAPANESE AGREEMENT OF 1905. 


No. 110. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

2'dkid, February IS, 1905. 

F.O. Japan 595. I). 3*10 r m. 

Tel, (No. 36.) Very Confidential. R. 3*45 p.m. 

Yesterday evening I spoke to the Prime Minister on the subject of Sir C. Hardinge’s 
despatch No. 651 of Dec [ember] 2 to Your Lordship relative to the possibility of an 
understanding between Japan and Russia after the war with a view to eventually 
isolate Great Britain in the Far Bast.(^) Prime Minister begged me to telegraph to 
Your Lordship and state in the most categorical manner that such an arrangement was 
altogether impossible and would not be considered for a moment by the Japanese 
Government. He added that Japan was entirely satisfied and would remain true to the 
alliance which had been of the greatest assistance to her in her hour of need in that it 
had enabled her to carry on the war wholeheartedly and without fear of being attacked 
from an unexpected quarter. 

His Excellency repeated and emphasized his declaration made to me on 
December 23 to the effect that Japan was entirely satisfied with the extremely satisfac- 
tory manner in which England had carried out her obligations as ally. 

My telegram No. 324 (of December 24, 1904). (D 


MJNUTES. 


This is the second incBsage of the kind wo. have recoivi'd. For first soo his telegram No. 324. 
Should not Sir 0. MacDonald bo instructed to make some reply to the effect that it has 
been received with much pleasure and satisfaction? 


Yes, so inform hini.(^) 


F. A. 0. 
18/2. 


L. 


(^) [u. supra, pp. (56-7, No. 53, aud note (^).] 

(^) [Not reproduced. The timour is indicated above.] 

(®) [A telegram giving instructions to this ©fifeot was sent aa Td. No. 11 of February 14.] 


No. Ill, 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDonald. 

B’.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 51 a.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 24, 1905. 

I had an interesting conversation this afternoon with the Japanese Minister, 
who called upon me at my invitation, upon the subject of the possibility of a renewal 
of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance. I told Viscount Hayashi that I had read with the 
utmost interest your confidential despatch No. 39 of the 15th of February, (’^) in which 
you had given me a graphic description of the dinner given on the 12th of February by 


(^) [Not reproduced as the tenour is indicated.] 
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the Foreign Minister in honour of the completion of the third year of the alliance. I had 
noticed with much satisfaction the terms in which Baron Komura had proposed the 
health of His Majesty The King and his hope that the alliance would continue to grow 
in strength and solidity. I said that you had also reported to me the Foreign 
Minister’s observation that he wished that the alliance might be extended for a further 
and longer period, and that its provisions might be given a larger and wider scope. 
Although I could not regard these statements as equivalent to an ofdcial overture, they 
seemed to justify me in inviting some expression of Viscount Hayashi’e opinion as to 
the probable policy and intentions of the Japanese Government. I also referred to the 
extracts published in the “Times’’ of the 22nd instant from several of the most 
important Japanese newspapers, all of which apparently advocated a continuation, if 
not an extension, of the alliance. I added that, hoping as I did that the Japanese 
Government might before long find itself in a position to consider what terms of 
peace it could accept, I thought it might be of advantage to them in determining 
their policy to be made aware of the views of His Majesty’s Government upon this 
important subject. 

Viscount Hayashi told me that the Foreign Minister’s observations correctly 
represented the general feeling in Japan, which, he said, had been appropriately 
expressed by the newspapers all of them important exponents of Japanese public 
opinion, which the “ Times ” had quoted. He therefore personally felt no doubt that 
a renewal of the existing alliance would be desired by the Japanese Government. 

I replied that, although it was perhaps unusual to anticipate the moment when 
the question of a renewal would inevitably arise, H[is] M[ajesty’e] G[overnment] 
would I felt almost sure in the exceptional circumstances of the present case entertain 
favourably the idea of continuing the alliance for another term of years. It would 
however be useful to me to know what was in the mind of the Japanese Government, 
and what was meant by the Japanese press when it was suggested that the alliance 
might be given a larger and wider scope. 

Viscount Hayashi said that, in his opinion, this desire was at the present mainly 
a matter of sentiment, although there was undoubtedly a general feeling in favour of 
making the alliance “more solid.” The Japanese Government had however of late 
been far too fully occupied with the war to permit them to think out the difficult 
problems involved in such a proposal. Some eminent Japanese soldiers, he added, 
were much in favour of an arrangement under which, in return for adequate conces- 
sions on our side, Japanese troops might be employed in India. The feeling in Japan 
was strongly British, and there was no question at all of a rapprochement with Eussia, 
although such a thing might some day happen if a different system of government 
were to be introduced in that country. He thought therefore that the present 
Government, which might perhaps not remain in office long after the termination of 
the war, would probably be glad to take up the question of extending the scope of the 
alliance. He would however at once report to the Japanese Government that the 
subject had been informally discussed between us, and would let me know how it was 
regarded by them. Was there, he asked, any chance that the United States Govern- 
ment would join us? No combination could be more important, or more popular in 
Japan. I said that I had had frequent discussions with the United States Government 
with regard to affairs in the Far East, and that I had good reasons for knowing that 
their policy was eminently friendly to Japan, and I thought I might say identical with 
ours. There was therefore every reason for anticipating that American influence would 
be exerted upon the same lines as oure. The United States Government were however 
notoriously opposed to the idea of entangling themselves in foreign alliances, and 
although I should expect to find them moving upon parallel lines with us, I doubted 
whether they were likely to do more. 

Viscount Hayashi told me, at the close of our conversation, that he had learned 
from a confidential source that President Eoosevelt had sounded the French. Minister 
at Washington as to the probability of the terms of peace which had been mentioned by 
the Japanese Government being accepted by Eussia. The French Miiiister had brought 
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an answer to the effect that as Eussia had over four hundred thousand men at Mukden 
and a powerful fleet at sea, there could be no question of discussing terms of peace. 

Viscount Hayashi thought that the rumour that the President had been invited 
by Japan to mediate must have had its origin in those communications. 

[I am, (fee.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 


No. 112. 

The Manpicss oj Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDonald.{^) 

P.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 73.) Secret. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 19, 1905. 

The Japanese Minister informed me this afternoon that he had received 
instructions to lay before me the views of the Japanese Government upon the 
suggestion which I had made to him on the 24th ultimo — see my despatch No. 54 of 
the 29th ult[imo].(^) 

The Japanese Government appreciated very highly the advantages which they had 
derived from the Anglo- Japanese Agreement during the war wl^ich was proceeding, 
and they believed that such an alliance would be even more important to Japan in the 
future. They would therefore be glad to renew it, and they considered that a longer 
period might be fixed for its duration. They suggested seven years from the present 
date. 

On the other hand, they would prefer that the scope of the Alliance should not be 
extended beyond its present limits. 

Finally, Viscount Hayaahi was instructed to say that, in the opinion of the 
Japanese (Government, the sooner we came to an agreement as to the renewal of the 
Treaty the better. 

I promised Viscount Hayashi that I would lose no time in making my colleagues 
aware of the substance of his communication. 

[I am, fee.] 

L[ANRDOWNE]« 


MINUTE BY KING ED W APT). 

A ppI rave^d. — E.R. 

(') [Tliu substanw of this was uimvcyi'd nii April 21 in Tel. No. 159 to Sir C-. MaiiDonukl.] 

(“) [Not reproducetl. It reiurred to Uio aekuowlodgctnont, made b,v Viscount Ilayadii mi behalf 
of the Japanese Government, of the British sungrjttion for the renewal of the allitinoc.] 


No. 113. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne <i> Sir C. MacDonald. 

F.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 80.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 3, 1905. 

I had some oonversafcion with the Japanese Minister to-day upon the subject of 
the renewal of the Anglo- Japanese Agreement. T told Viscount Hayashi that hie 
(|(|mmunieation upon this subject had reached me just as the Easter holidays were 
fijei^euoing, and I had not consequently had an opportunity of conferring with my 



123 


colleagues until this morning. The matter was one which, in their opinion, required 
the most careful examination, and I was not yet able to supply him with a statement 
of our views. It had given them great pleasure to learn that the value of the Alliance 
was so thoroughly appreciated by the Japanese Government, and he might rely upon 
the friendly spirit in which the question would be examined. It was however obvious 
that a renewal of the Agreement for a much extended period of years so long 
before the expiration of the first term was a somewhat serious step, and one which it 
would be necessary to examine in all its bearings. 

[I am, (fee.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 


No. 114. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDonald. 

E.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 83.) Secret. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 10, 1905. 

Viscount Hayashi asked me to-day whether I was able to say anything to him 
on the subject of the suggested renewal of the Anglo- Japanese Agreement. He brought 
with him a draft, of which a copy is attached to this despatch, of the form of Agreement 
which the Japanese Government would be glad to accept. I told Viscount Hayashi 
that the question was still under the consideration of His Majesty’s Government, 
and that I was not yet able to make any statement with regard to it. He replied that, 
in the opinion of the Japanese Government, the earlier the matter was arranged the 
better, as the renewal of the Agreement “ would serve as an indication to other Powers 
of the course of action ” which Japan was likely to pursue. 

[I am, (fee.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWABD. 

A pplrcyo e ]d. — EM . 

Enclosure in No. 114. 

Draft of Agreement. 

The Government [e] of Japan and Great Britain convinced that the Agreement 
concluded in London between their respective representatives on the 30th of January, 
1902 has contributed in the past to the general interests, believing that the said 
Agreement if renewed in like manner would prove generally beneficial in the future 
and taking note of the measures which Japan finds it necessary to take in Corea to 
safeguard her special political interest there have agreed as follows : — 

Article I. The High Contracting Parties hereby agreed to renew and prolong the 
above mentioned Agreement of the 30th day of January 1902 for the period of seven 
years from the date hereof. 

Article II. Same as Article VI of the present Agreement with the necessary 
changes. (M 

(Article VI of the Anglo-Japanese Agreement of January 30, 1902, runs as 
follows : — 

‘ ‘ The present Agreement shall come into efiect immediately after the date of 

its signature, and remain in force for five years from that date. 

(^) [Viseount Hayaalii’s draft ended liore. The section in brackets, wHch follows, Was added 
in the hdreign Office.] v * 
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‘ ‘ In case neither of the High Contracting Parties should have notified twelve 
months before the expiration of the said five years the intention of terminating it, 
it shall remain binding until the expiration of one year from the day on which 
either of the High Contracting Parties shall have denounced it. But if, when the 
date fixed for its expiration arrives, either ally is actually engaged in war, the 
alliance shall, ipso facto, continue until peace is concluded.”) 


No. 115. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir G. MacDonald. 

P.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 88.) Secret. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 17, 1905. 

The Japanese Minister called upon me to-day. I told him that I had mentioned 
to the Cabinet the desire which the Japanese Government had expressed for an early 
decision with regard to the renewal of the Anglo- Japanese Agreement. I was able to 
tell him that my colleagues were in principle entirely in favour of renewing the 
Agreement. We had however come to the conclusion, after a very careful examina- 
tion of the case, that there would be considerable advantage in coupling the renew'al of 
the Treaty with an amplification of its scope. It would, in the first place, be easier for 
us to justify a premature renewal if we were able to show that we renewed the Treaty 
now in order to have an opportunity of modifying its terms. Besides this, we could 
not help thinking that it would be to the advantage of both parties to revise the 
conditions and to strengthen them at certain points. I could assure His Excellency 
that our proposal was not dilatory, and I suggested that he should ascertain at once by 
telegram from the Japanese Government whether they were favourably disposed 
towards it, and, if so, upon what conditions. We would in the meantime further 
examine the question, and be ready with proposals on our side. 

Viscount Hayashi asked me whether 1 could give him any idea as to the manner 
in which the Agreement might be strengthened. I said that I had no authority to 
express the views of His Majesty’s Government, but that it seemed to me obvious that 
there were two directions in which the Agreement might be amplified. The parties 
might undertake to assist one another in the event of either of them being unprovokedly 
attacked, whether a third Power had previously interfered or not, and it might be 
provided that in return for the promise that Great Britain would place the whole of her 
naval resources at the disposal of Japan, in the event of Japan being attacked by a 
single Power, Japan might on her side undertake to assist Great Britain, by land as 
well as by sea, within certain geographical limits. The problem, as it presented itself 
to me, was somewhat of the following character. Assuming Japan to be completely 
successful in the war, Eussia would certainly make it her object, as soon as she had 
recovered from the shock, to renew her attack upon Japan in such strength as to crush 
her completely out of existence. If Eussia were to adopt such a jKDhcy, I did not see 
how any exertions on the part of Japan would enable her to maintain so unequal a 
struggle. The attempt would be ruinous to her, and could, I feared, only end one way. 
This risk would be completely removed by an alliance with Great Britain of euch a 
kind as to make it certain that Eussia would have to reckon with the combined 
Fleets of that Power and Japan. With such a prospect before her, Eussia would 
in all probability abandon the idea of reprisals in the Far East. If however she were 
to find herself thus precluded from realising her hopes of revenge, she would almoet 
certainly turn her attention to other parte of the Asiatic continent, with the result that 
G[rea]t Britain would he more seriously threatened than at present upon the Indian 
frontier and at other points. In such circumstances it was not unnatural that we 
should look for some compensating advantage in return for the additional liability 
which we should, in the case supposed, have undertaken. 
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His Excellency listened with great attention to what I had said, and did not contest 
my argument. He told me however that he felt almost sure that public opinion in 
Japan had not yet entertained the idea of extending the alliance in such a manner as 
to create a casus foederis, even where one of the parties was attacked by a single Power 
instead of by a combination. As to the question of geographical limits, he felt sure 
that the Japanese Government did not contemplate an alliance which would impose 
upon them obligations beyond the limits of the Far East. T asked Viscount Hayashi 
what the Far East included, and he made it clear that India, in his opinion, formed no 
part of that region. 

I explained to him that the latter part of my observations were purely personal, 
and represented my own opinions only. He told me that he would communicate the 
substance of what I had said at the beginning of our conversation at once to the 
Japanese Government. 

[I am, &c.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAKD. 
Afyp^rove^d. — E.R. 


No. 116. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdovme. 

T6ki6, May 25, 1905. 

F.O. Japan 673. D. 1 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 124.) Most Secret. E. 2 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 53 of (May 18).('') 

Anglo- Japanese Alliance. 

At councils held May 23 and 24 at which the Elder Statesmen, all Cabinet Ministers 
and the chiefs of the General Staffs of the Army and Navy were present, it was decided 
to accept in principle the revised terms and enlarged scope suggested by your Lordship. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs is now drawing up the instructions to the Japanese 
representative at London respecting the details of what will be practically a new 
Alliance ; these details will be laid before your Lordship in the course of a few days. 
1 understand that they follow closely the lines suggested in your telegram above 
mentioned, — ^England and Japan to assist one another in the event of either of them 
being unprovokedly attacked by a third power; the geographical limits to be the Far 
East and East Asia including India. Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs infcrmed me 
that the decision was arrived at without one dissentient voice, the idea being that such 
an alliance would render war in the East practically impossible at any rate for many 
generations to come. As to the military and naval details these would be worked out 
later by the technical advisers of the two governments. 

(1) [No<; reproduced. It gave the substance of Lord Lansdowne’s conversation vrith 
Viscount Hayashi, reported at greater length in the despatch of May IT,, v. immediately preceding 
document.] 
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No. 117. 


Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 143.) Most Secret. T6k\6, D. May 25, 1905. 

My Lord, E. July 3, 1905. 

On the 19th instant I received Your Lordship’s telegram informing me of your 
interview on the previous day with the Japanese Minister, Viscount Hayashi,(’^) on which 
occasion you informed His Excellency that His Majesty’s Government were, in principle, 
in favour of renewing the Anglo-Japanese agreement, but, in order to justify its 
premature renewal, it would be advisable to revise its terms and enlarge its scope. 

In reply to a question from the Japanese Minister, Your Lordship stated that the 
agreement might be amplified in two directions : — the High Contracting Parties might 
enter into an undertaking to assist one another if either of them were improvokedly 
attacked, whether a third Power had interfered or not ; in return for such an engage- 
ment on the part of Great Britain, Japan might undertake to assist her, by land as 
well as by sea, within certain geographic limits. 

In reply to this, the Japanese Minister informed Your Lordship that he did not 
think that his Government had entertained the idea of extending the Alliance to the 
case of attack by one Power only, and added that he was quite sure that they did not 
contemplate an Alliance which would impose upon them obligations beyond the limits of 
the Far East, making it clear that India was not included within those limits. 

On May 5, I telegraphed to Your Lordship, (^) stating that Baron Komura had 
spoken to me several times with regard to the renewal of the Anglo- Japanese agreement 
for a further term of years, and I added that I thought, from hints which His 
Excellency had let drop, that he, personally, at any rate, was in favour of a wider scope 
being given to the alliance : his observations were, however, very guarded, and I 
could see no indications, in speaking with other influential Japanese, that there was 
any possibility of extending the scope of the alliance so as to include India. Indeed, 
the general tone was entirely in accord with the observations of Viscount Hayashi to 
Your Lordship, which I have quoted above. 

The 22nd instant had been fixed for the annual dinner of the Japan Society, at 
which I was to officiate as chairman. I knew that both the Prime Minister and the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs would be present on that occasion, and I thought it not 
improbable that they might mention the matter of the extension of the alliance during 
the course of the evening. 

My immediately preceding despatch(’) contains a full account of the dinner, 
together with the speeches made on that occasion. The latter are, as Your Lordship 
will observe, practically a strong demonstration in favour of the Anglo-Japanese 
agreement. The Prime Minister, who was seated on my right during the course of the 
evening asked whether I had heard from Your Lordship respecting the wider scope which 
it had been suggested should be given to the Anglo-Japanese agreement. I said that I 
had been kept fully informed on this point. His Excellency then said that a Council 
was to be held on the following day, at which the Elder Statesmen were to be present, 
when Your Lordship’s suggestions would be considered, — adding that so far as “his” 
Cabinet was concerned, they were entirely in favour of these suggestions, and he 
thought he could answer for Field-Marshal Yamagata. As Your Lordship is aware. 
Marquis Yamagata is Chief of the General Staff, in other words chief of the army, 
and is certainly the most respected and one of the most powerful of the Elder Statesmen. 

Count Kateura begged that I would keep the matter a profound secret, and 
thought that, as a definite decision would be arrived at on the following day, it would 
be advisable to wait until then before I telegraphed to my Government. 

(^) [cp, 8upra^ p|>. 124*5, No. 115, and p. 126, No. 116, note (^).] 

No. IDS of May 5, D, ID'40 A.wr., B, 8-$0 p.m.] 

[Not reproduced-] 
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Later on, Baron Komura, who was seated on my left, also asked me whether Your 
Lordship had telegraphed to me with regard to a conversation, which you had held 
with Yiscount Hayashi, respecting the renewal of the alliance on a wider basis. 
I replied in the affirmative. He then said, “I hope, in telegraphing to your Govern- 
ment, you have not committed yourself with regard to Lord Lansdowne’s suggeetions, 
because they may not be received by us in the manner you anticipate.” I replied 
that, as Your Lordship had not asked my opinion with regard to the suggestions, I 
had not given it, but that the Prime Minister had just told me that, so far as the 
Cabinet were concerned, the suggestions were approved. Baron Komura then became 
more communicative, and said that the suggestions were tantamount to a new agree- 
ment, because the “ basic principle had been entirely altered ” ,* the Cabinet being ol 
opinion that the new principle of one of the contracting parties coming to the 
assistance of the other, if the latter were attacked by one or more powers, was such 
as to ensure peace in the Bast for- an indefinite period, it had therefore been 
unanimously accepted. 

His Excellency said that he could inform me immediately a decision was definitely 
arrived at, which could not be done until the Elder Statesmen had been consulted. 

The Council took place at the residence of the Prime Minister on the following day 
(Tuesday), and again on Wednesday, lasting the whole of the latter day. I saw Baron 
Komura on Thursday morning, when he said that he was glad to inform me that Your 
Lordship’s suggestions had been entirely approved of, and he had received instructions 
to draw up the proposals of the Japanese Government based on these suggestions, and 
to send them to Viscount Hayashi to be communicated to Your Lordship. He mentioned 
that the proposal to form a new alliance — ^for the old agreement would, of course, 
lapse — based on Your Lordship’s suggestions was carried without a single dissentient 
voice, Marquis Ito being one of the firmest supporters of the proposal. 

As it also received the unqualified approval of Marquis Yamagata and the War 
Minister, General Terauchi, he supposed that the military authorities had carefully 
thought out the proposal from a military point of view. Speaking personally, he 
thought that in case of an attack by Eussia on India, Japanese troops operating with 
ours in India, and also through Manchuria, would be most efficacious. As to the 
geographical scope of the Alliance, the Far East and East Asia, including of course 
India, had been decided upon. I observed that in Persia also the Eussian Government 
might be expected to ‘‘display activity,” to which Baron Komura replied that it was 
not proposed to include Persia in the geographical scope — only India and all to the 
East of it. I remarked that very possibly His Majesty’s Government would raise 
this point. 

Baron Komura gave me no particular indications as to the precise nature of the 
proposals which he was formulating, but he mentioned that the integrity of China, the 
freedom of commerce, and the open-door policy in the Far Bast was a principle which 
the new alliance would aim at upholding. 

I must confess to considerable surprise at the alacrity and unanimity with which 
the Japanese Government have taken what I venture to think is a most momentous 
step. There have been no indications whatever in the Press, nor in the utterances of 
their responsible men, that would lead one to think that they contemplated doing 
anything of the kind. Everything pointed to the fact that, even if they consented to 
stand by us in India, which was very doubtful, they would exact a very sufficient quid 
pro quo. Of course, it is possible that when Baron Komura’ s proposals are put forward, 
this may he found to be the case. It may he argued that the. fact that we will come to 
the assistance of Japan, in case the Eussians, after this war, embark upon a war of 
revehge, is a sufficient quid pro quo; but the Japanese are well aware that if the 
Eussians are badly beaten in this war, their next venture is much more likely to he an 
attack upon us through India than an attempt to wipe out old scores with them. 
1 venture to think that one of the main reasons for Japan’s willingness to enter into 
this new aHianc© is that given by Baron Komura, namely that such an alliance will 
rOTder war practically impossible. Another reason, which would account for the 
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alacrity with which they have accepted the new proposals is that, should the great naval 
action now impending go against them, our moral obligations to stand by them, in case 
of ultimate defeat, are stronger now than previous to the making and acceptance of these 
proposals. 

In speaking of the unanimity and alacrity of the Japanese Government, it must be 
remembered that when the Elder Statesmen are in agreement with the Government, it 
means that the nation will follow as one man. No opposition need, therefore, be feared 
in Japan to the proposals which Baron Komura will put before Your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

CLAUDE M. Macdonald. 


[ED. NOTE. — On May 26 Viscount Hayashi called at the Foreign Office and communicated 
to Lord Lansdowne a draft of the proposed Treaty. Copies were sent by Lord Lansdowne’w 
instruction to the War Office, Admiralty, and to Sir G. Clarke, and the text was printed on 
May 27 for the use of the Cabinet. It was reprinted on May 29, in parallel columns with thi* 
Treaty of January 30, 1902, as ia shown below. The text was slightly modified in some points. 
In this form it was circulated to members of the Cabinet for their observations. The text 
given in the right hand column below is that of May 29; the original wording of Visconni Hayashi’s 
draft is shown in the footnote.] 


No. 118. 


Agreement between the United Kingdom and 
Jajpan relative to China and Corea. 


(Signed at London, January 30, 1902.) 


Thb Governments of Great Britain and 
Japan, actuated solely by a desire to 
maintain the status guo and general peace 


Draft Heads of Agreement fonnded on 
communication made by Viscount Hayashi, 
May 26, 1905.(^) 

Article I. 

The objects of the present alliance are the 
consolidation and maintenance of general 
peace in the East, the conservation of the 
common interests of all the Powers in 
China, that is to say, the independence 
and territorial integrity of China and 


(^) [F.O. Japan 673. The actual text of Viscount Hayashi’s draft was as follows : — 

Aetiole I, 

The objects of the alliance aro consolidation and maintenanoe of general peace in the Orient, 
conservation of common interests of oM Powers in China, that is to say, “ territorial integrity of 
China and the open door policy therein,’* and the protection of respective territorial rights and 
special interests of the Contracting Parties in East Asia and India. 

Aetiole II. 

If either Contracting Party should be wantonly attacked by any other Power or Powers or 
should, owing to aggressive action of any other Power or Powers, become involved in war in 
defence of its menaced rights or interests as above defined, other Contracting Party will at once 
come to its assistance and will conduct war in common and make peace in mutual agreement 
with it. 

Article III. 

Obligation of one Contracting Party to come to the assistance of other as above described 
is territorially limited to regions of Eastern Asia and India and no obligation in that respect shall 
arise unless and until hostilities or warlike operations have taken place in the said regions. 

Article IV. 

Right of Japan to take such measures as she ma/y deem right and necessary in order to 
s^eguard her special poliUcal, military and eoonomical interests in Corea is fully recognized by 
%eat Britain, 
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in the extreme East, being, moreover, 
specially interested in maintaining the 
independence and territorial integrity of 
the Empire of China and the Empire of 
Corea, and in securing eqxinl oppoi'tnnities 
in those countries for the comniorco and 
industry of all nations, lierehy agree as 
follows : — 

Akticlk I. 

The High Contracting Parties having 
mutually recognized the indepentl<mt*.e of 
China and of Corea, declare theinBelves to 
be entirely uniTifluenccd by any aggressive 
tendencies in either country. Having in 
view, however, their special inlerests, of 
which those of Croat Britain relate princi- 
pally to Chuia, while Japan, in addition to 
the interests which she possoBsoB in Chhia, 
is interested in a peculiar degree politi- 
cally as well as commercially and indus- 
trially in Corea, the High Ot)ntracting 
Parties retiognize that it will la^ admisHiblo 
for either of them to take such moasurcaas 
may bo indispensable in order to safeguard 
tlu)so interests if threatened either by the 
aggressive action of any other Power, or by 
disturbances arising in China or Corea, 
and necessitating the intervention of either 
of the High C^intraoting l*arties for the 
protection of the lives and proptirty of its 
subjects. 


equal opportunities for the commerce and 
industry of all nations in that country, 
and the protection of the respective terri- 
torial rights and special int(ii‘ests of the 
Oontraeting Parties in Eastern Asia and 
India. 

AmcLE IP 

If either Contracting should be 

wantonly attacked by any other Power or 
Powers, or shotdd, owing to aggressive 
action of any oldier Power or Powers, 
benome. involved in war in defone.c of its 
monaecd rights or interests as above 
stated, [the] other Contracting Party will at 
once come U\ its assistance,' will conduct 
tin* war in common, and make peace in 
mutual agreement with it. 

Aetiole IIL 

The obligation of either Contracting 
Party to tu>mi^ to the assistance of tlu^ 
other as above deserilmd is territorially 
limited to regions of h'^Htern Asia and 
India, and no obligation in that respect 
shall arise unleas and until in>stiHties or 
warlike operations have taken jilace in the 
said regiona, 

ARTItn.E ly. 

Tlic right of Japan to take such measures 
as she may deem right and nc^jcasary in 


ARTIOtK V. 

The AgT06m0nt to r^smam in forc$ far t&n yearn from the ihite of signature. 

AKmiM YL 

As regards the present war between Japan and Rumia^ England will mainfain siriet 
neutrality unless some other Power or Powers should pin in hostiliU&s against Japm in which 
case England will come to the assistance of Japan and conduct UNir in common and make peace 
in mutual agreement with Japan, 


Separate Articles (Secret), 

ARTICtt I, 

Each of the Contracting Parties will endeavour to maintain at all times in the Far Eaai a 
naval force superior in strength to that of any third Power having the largest naval force in the 
Far East. 

Aanonn IL 

Nature and degree of armed assteimoe and the means by wMoh such assisimae is to be made 
available wiU be arranged by the naval and military autkomies of OontraoUng Parties, 

Amam HI. 

In case Japan finds it necessary to establish protectorak over Ck^ea in order to oheok 
aggressive action of any third Power and to prevent oompiieatlone in oonneetion with foreign 
relations of Corea, Great Britain engages to support tiae action of Japan. 

Tk& use of italics indicates substanl^al identity of wording with &e final text of the Treaty. 
Exact identity is Impossible owing to the existence of numerous minor varlalldns.] 

[16042] K 
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Article IL 

If either Great Britain or Japan, in the 
defence of their respective interests as 
above described, should become involved 
in war with another Power, the other High 
Contracting Party will maintain a strict 
neutrality, and use its efforts to prevent 
other Powers from joining m hostilities 
against its ally. 

Article HI. 

If, in the above event, any other Power 
or Powers should join in hostilities against 
that ally, the other High Contracting 
Party will come to its assistance, and will 
conduct the war in common, and make 
peace in mutual agreement with it. 


Article IV. 

The High Contracting Parties agree 
that neither of them will, without con- 
sulting the other, enter into separate 
arrangements with another Power to the 
prejudice of the interests above described. 


order to safeguard her special 'political, 
military, and economical interests in 
Corea, is fully recognized by Great Britain. 

Article V. 

The present Agreement shall come into 
effect immediately after the date of the 
signature, and remain in force for ten 
years from that date. 

Article VI. 

As regards the present war between 
Japan and Eussia, Great Britain will 
maintain strict neutrality, unless some 
other Power or Powers should join in 
hostilities against Japan, in which case 
England will come to the assistance of 
Japan and conduct war in common, and 
make peace in mutual agreement with 
Japan. 


Article V. 

Whenever in the opinion of either Great 
Britain or Japan, the above-mentioned 
interests are in jeopardy, the two Govern- 
ments will communicate with one another 
fully and frankly. 


article VI. 

The present Agreement shall come into 
effect immediately after the date of its 

Contracting 

Parties should have notified twelve months 
before the expiration of the said five years 
the intention of terminating it, it shall 
remain binding until the expiration of one 
^ar from the day on which either of the 
High Contractmg Parties shall have de- 
nonnoed it. But if, when the date fixed 
for Its expiration arrives, either ally is 
actually engaged in war, the alHance shall 

SeA ’ 

In faith whereof the Undersigned, duly 
authorized by their respective Govern. 
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merits, have signed this Agreement and 
have affixed thereto their seals. 

Done in duplicate at London, the 30th 
day of January, 1902. 

(L.S.) (Signed) LANSDOWNE, 

Ifis Britanmc Majedy's Prinvipal 
Secniwry of 8fMe for Forny/i 
Affairs. 

(L.S.) (Signed) HAYASHI, 

Envoy Eoimordinary and MiaivUT 
rienifotentiary of His Majesty 
the Envperor of Japan at the (Jonrt 
if SL Janm\ 


Notes exchanged hehoeeni the two Oornm^ 
meiits^ January 30, 1902. 


Sir, 

M. le Marquis, 

In reference to the Agreement con- 
cluded by us to-day on behalf of <mr 
respective Governments, I have the honour 

to inform you that the Govern- 

ment recognizes that the naval forces of 

Gv^tlritun ^ „ i,,l 

Japan 

act in concert with tliose of ^.^eat^ BriUin 

in time of peace, and a,greeB that mutual 
facilities shall be given for the docking 
and coaling of vessels of war of one 
country in the ports of the other, as well 
as other advantages conducing to the 
welfare and efficacy of the respective 
navies of the two Powers. 

At the present moment Japan and 
Great Britain are each of them main- 
taining in the Extreme East a naval foroe 
superior in strength to that of any third 

p„„. ^2^55?“ no intention o( 

relanng her efforts to maintain, so far as 
may be possible, available for concentra- 
tion in tlie waters of the extreme East, a 
naval force superior to that of any third 
Power, 


Draft Separate ArtideH (Ser.ret). — Founded 
on comnnmimtinv vmlf. hi/ Viscount 
/fai/ashi, Mwy 26, 190.6. 

Article 1. 

Each of the Contracting Parties will 
endeavour to maintain at all times in the 
Far East a naval force superior in strength 
to that of any third Power having tlie 
largest naval force in the Far East. 

Article II. 

[The] nature and degree of [the] armed 
assistance, and the means by which such 
assistance is to be made available, will be 
arranged by the naval and military 
authorities of the Contracting Parties. 


Article HI. 

In case Japan finds it necessary to es> 
tablish [a] protectorate over Corea in order 
to check [the] aggressive action of any third 
Power, and to prevent complications in 
connection with [the] foreign relations of 
Corea, Great Britain engages to support 
the action of Japan. 


s % 
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No. 119. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDonald, 

F.O. Japan 678. Foreign Office^ May 27, 1905. 

Tel, (No. 59.) Most Secret. D. 5-5 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 124 (of May 25. Anglo- Japanese Alliance). (^) 

Inform the Japanese Government that H[iB] M[ajesty’s] Government highly 
appreciate the spirit in which their suggestion has been met. 

The Japanese Minister communicated to me yesterday the draft of the new Treaty 
which the Japanese Government are prepared to conclude. They will no doubt give 
you a copy at your request. 

You may say that we are giving it our most serious consideration, and that we 
hope very shortly to be able to discuss it with the Japanese Minister. 

(^) ['u. supra, p. 125, No. 116.] 


No. 120. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdovnu\ 

F.O. Japan 673. Tokio, May 29, 1905. 

Tel, (No. 127.) Most Secret. J). T20 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 59 (of May 27, 1905). (^) 

New Treaty. 

Foreign Minister has given me a copy of document mentioned in your tel[egram] 
which he says is not a draft of new treaty, but a summary of main points to be inserted 
in the same. With regard to article III of the summary the geographical scope does 
not include anything west of India, consequently Persia is excluded. 

Article VI was inserted to make Great Britain’s position during present war quite 
clear. With regard to No. Ill of the secret articles, Baron Komura states that Japanese 
Government are of opinion that present war is the outcome of Corean intrigues in their 
dealings with other Powers and the sinister influence of Bussia ” : the latter power 
by trying to gain paramount influence in Corea brought about War. In order to obviate 
a recurrence of this, Japanese Government are determined to establish a protectorate 
over Corea and take foreign relations of that country into their hands ; existing treaties 
with other Powers will be of course respected and upheld, 

(1) [v. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 121. 


Minute by the Marquess of Lansdowne. 


Anglo- Japanese Agreement, 

F.O. Japan 673. Foreign Office, May 31, 1905. 

I circulate a revised draft for the consideration of the Cabinet. C) 

It has been seen by the Prime Minister. 

I shall be obliged to any of rny colleagues who have suggestions to make for the 
amendment of the draft, if they will favour me with them ae soon as possible. 

ii. 


XI- footnotes, appended to the revised draft of June 5 

the differences between the draft of May 81 and that of June 5.] 


81/6. 

1905, infra, pp. 184-5, show 
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No. 122. 

Sir C. ]\lacDo)iald io the Marquess of Lausdowiie. 

P.O. Japan 678, TdJcidj June 1, 1905. 

Tel (No. 131.) Most Secret. D. I’lO p.m. 

Your telegram No. 61 of May 30. (^j 
Withdrawal of battleships, 

I will ascertain views of the Japanese Government, but unless arrangement is 
temporary, they will most probably dissent on account of No. 1 of the secret articles 
of the new alliance. 


MINUTE. 

But our existing Agreement with lapan whii‘,li is repnxiueed in Art. I (secret) as 
oomniftmicato]d by Viscount Tlaynshi. only hinds mh to keep a stronger naval force in Far Fastorn 
Waters than any third Power. AVith 7 amioured eruisers %ve should be far stronger than any 
third Power except possibly the U|nitod‘l Rfitd.os] who Iiave thre<' HaiiK'ships, hut nothing worth 
mentioning in the cruiser class, 

F. A, 0. 

3/6. 

L. 

(*)|Not reproduced, Tt states tin* Adunraliy’s view that the refention of Brilish battleships 
in the Far East whs unnecessary owing to lln* destruction of the Russian 6(‘et. EJ>, dnpan 504,’] 


No. 128. 

Sir C. MacDonald io ihv Marquess of J jansdowne. 

T6ki6f June 2, 1905. 

P.O. Japan 678. D. 8 20 p.m. 

Tel (No. 186.) B. 8 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 61 : Withdrawal of battlo-ships. 

Following is the reply of the .Tapaiu'se Admiralty : — 

“The Imperial Navy Departinout bulieves it to bo advisable as a temporary 
measure that the British battle-sliips be withdrawn to Bnropean waters* in 
consideration of event (of) complications arising oul of peace negotiations, and that 
a squadron of five armoured cruisers should hi' kept in the last. Tliey hope, 
however, that the British Government will recognisie as an established principle 
the absolute necessity that each allied Empire should always maintain a naval 
force in the waters of the Par East superior in strength to that of any third 
Power having the largest naval force ixi the Par Bast." 


No. 124. 

The Marquees of Lansdowne to Sir (1. MacDonald. 

P.O. Japan 678. Foreign Office, June 8, 1906. 

Tel (No. 64.) D. 4'66 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 186 (of June 2nd. Withdrawal of battleships on China 
Station). (*) 

Question will come before Cabinet on Tuesday when I will inform you of final 
decision. 


K B 


nr.!>42] 


(*) [o. imnru'ditiU'ly preceding d'Kiunient).] 
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We fully recognize necessity of providing ample security in waters of Ear ^ist. 
and Japanese Gov[ernmen]t may rest assured that we shall make no piopo 
inconsistent with this principle. 


[ED. NOTE.— ’As the result of the circulation of the draft treaty on May 29, V! 

criticisms were made of its wording The following revised draft shows tie resu s u 
suggestions.] 


Nq. 125. 

Mmiite by the Marquess of Lansdowne. ^ 

Anglo-Japanese Agreement. 

F.O. Japan 673. 

I circulate a fresh revise of the draft in which I have endeavoured to give 
effect to suggestions made by several of my colleagues. 

L* 

Foreign Office, June 5, 1905. 


Draft Agreement, 

PEEAMBLE. 

The Governments of Great Britain and Japan, being desirous of replacing the 
Agreement concluded between them on the 30th January, 1902, by fresh stipulations, 
have agreed upon the following Articles, which have for their object — 

(a.) The protection of the respective rights and special interests of the e-ontractiiig 
parties in Eastern and Southern Asia, and notably those of Japan in Corea 
m and in territories adjoining Japan, and those of Great Britain in India and 

in territories adjoining l7idia;(^) 

(b.) The preservation of the common interests of all Powers in China by insuring 
the independence and integrity of the Chinese Empire and the princinle of 
equal opportunities for the commerce and industry of all nations in China ; 

(c.) The consolidation and maintenance of the general peace in the East : — 

Aetiolb I. 

If in consequence of unprovoked attack, or of aggressive action cm the part of 
any other Power or Powers, either Party should become involved in war in defence of 
its rights and special interests mentioned in section (a) of the preamble, (^) the other 
Contracting Party will at once come to its assistance, and will conduct the war in 
common, apd make peace in mutual agreement with it. 

(1) [In the draft circulated on May 31, (a) and (<j) wore in ihc reverse order, (c), t.e., the (a) 
of June 5, differed in the wording of the latter part. After “ Southern Asia it reads “ including 
territories in proximity to Japan, notably Corea, and in proximity to India;, notably Afghanistan 
and Seistan,'’ instead of the words given in italics in tbi‘ above text of June* 5.] 

(2) [Draft circulated 31 May: '' If either contracting party should be unprovokedly attacked 
by any other Power or Powers, or should in pursuance of the objects mentioned in the pneamble 
of this Agreement, heoome involved in war owing to the aggressive action of any Power or 
Powers,” &c.] 



Abtiole II. 


The obligation of either Contracting Party to rame to the assistavcc of the other, 
as pro^yided in the preceding Article, ift limited in respect of opf’ratio7?« on land to the 
regions mentioned in section (a) of the preamble, and no oblu/iition in that rcspeci(''} 
ehall arise unleKS and until hostilities or warlike operations have taken place or are 
apprehended in the said regions. 


Aktioob III. 

The right of Japan to take such moasuros us she may deem right and necessary 
in order to safeguard her special political, military, and economical interests in Corea 
is fully recognized by Groat Britain, provided always that such moasuros do not 
infringe the principle of equal opportunities for the commerce and industries of all 
nations. {*) 

ArtioijB IV. 

Japan, on the other hand, equally recognizos the special intcrosls of Great 
Britain in the regions adjacent to the Indian frontier and her right to take such 
measures as she may deem proper and nocossary in order tt) safeguard those interests. 

AiiTKn.B V. 

The High Contracting Parties agree that neither of them will, without cousulting 
the other, enter into separate arrangements with another Power to the prejudice of 
the interests above described. 


Aimon* VI. 

In order that the alliance may not bo invoked without clear and unavoidable 
necessity, it is agreed that whenever, in the opinion of either Great Britain or Japan, 
the above-mentioned interests are in jeopardy, the two Governmonts will coimnunicak' 
with one another fully and frankly. 


Ahtiobb VII. 

Tbo pimuit Agroeniont shall, subject to the provisions of Article VIII, come into 
effect immediately after the date of its signature, and remain in fortse for ten years 
from that date. 

In case neither of the High Contracting Parties should have notified twelve 
months before the expiration of the said tan years the intention of terminating it, it 
shall remain binding until the expiration of on<' year from the day on which either of 
the High Contracting Parties shall have donounced it. But if, when the date fixed 
for its expiration arrives, either ally is actually engaged in war, the alliance shall, 
ipto facto, continue until peace is concluded. 


AltTIOtB VIII. 

As regards the present war between Japan and Russia, Great Britain will continue 
to maintain strict neutrality unless some other Power or Powers should join in 
hostilities against Japan, in which case England will come to the assistance of Japan, 
and will conduct the war in common, and make peace m mutual agreement with 
Japan. 


(>) [Draft oiruulated 81 Ma.y : “ to afford military aaeiutanov on land to other as provided 
in the preceding artiole, is limited to the regions of Eastern Asia and India, and those immediately 
adjacent to Ihe Imliaa frontier. No obligation in respect of tMsistance other than naval, shall 
arise unless and unMi hostiUties or warlike operations have taken place in the said regions.”) 

(■*) [Draft circulated 81 May: “Existing treaty rights.”] 
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Notss to he exchanged conta/ining the following Stipulations. 

(A,) 

After the conclusion of the present war, each of the Contracting Parties will 
endeavour to maintain at all times available for concentration in the watoi'S of the 
Far Bast a naval force superior in, strength to that of anv third Power.* 

(B.) 

The nature and degree of armed assistance to be afforded by either Power to the 
other in the circumstances mentioned in the Agreement signed this day, and the 
means by which such assistance is to be made available, will be arranged by the Naval 
and Military authorities of the Contracting Parties, who will from time to time consult 
one another fully and freely upon all questions of mutual interest. (^) 

^ Note . — This will probably require modification. As the text stands it niif^dit compel tht* 
Parties to maintain a superfluously large number of ships in the Far East, fL.] 


[ED. NOTE . — On June 6, Viscount Hayashi called to see Jaird Lansdownc and a fiirthfr 
discussion took place as to the terms of the proposed treaty. The following extract from 
Lord Lansdowne’s despatch No. 98 of June 6 to Sir C. MacDonald gives Lord Lansdown(s’a 
views as expressed on this occasion : 

“ I said that the main points, seemed to be the definition of — ^ 

(i) the interests for the sake of which the Contracting Parties weri' prepared to go to war; 

(ii) the geographical limits within which each Party might assist the othf»r; and 

(iii) the nature and extent of that assistance. 

As to (a) [(i)], I read to Viscount Hayashi the following Preamble and Articli^s which I tohl 
him I had drafted tentatively for the purpose of discussion : — 

Preamble. 

The Governments of Great Britain and Japan, being desirous of roplacing the Agreement 
concluded between them on the 30th January, 1902, by fresh stipulations, have agrci'd U|Km the 
following Articles, which have for their object — 

(a.) The consolidation and maintenance of the general peace in the East; 

(b.) The preservation of the common interests of all Powers in China by insuring the 
independence and integrity of the Chinese Empire and the principle of equal 
opportunities for the commerce and industry of all nations in China; 

(c.) The maintenance of the territorial integrity of the posaeBsions of the Contracting Parties 
in Eastern and South Eastern Asia, and the defence of their special rights and 
interests in the countries in the proximity of such possessions. 

ARTIOIiE I. 

It is agreed that whenever, in the opinion of either Great Britain or Japan, any of the 
interests referred to in the Preamble of this Agreement are in jciopardy, the two Gtjvemments 
will communicate with one another fully and frankly, and will consider in common the measures 
which should he taken in order to safeguard those interests. 

Article II. 

If in consequence of unprovoked attack;, or of aggressive action on the part of any other 
Power or Powers, either Party should become involved in war in defence of its rights and apeeisJ 
interests mentioned in section (c) of the preamble, the other Contracting Party will at once come 
to its assistance, and will conduct the war in common, and make peace in mutual agreement 
with it.'* 

On the next day the whole draft treaty was printed once more for the use of the Cabinet. The 
Preamble and Articles I and II were as given above; Article tl of the previous draft (u. supra, 

(5) [The words in italics were not in the draft of May 31, which ended with “ Gontractlnir 
Parties/’] 
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p. 135) was omitted, as also Article VI, the latter hi'inf; in fact covered bv the new Article I. 
Articles VII and VITT of thi‘ draft of -Tune 6 then become Articles VI and VTI. The notes 
remained unchanged. 

This draft was further discussed and amended. bcinK finall.\ reprinted on June 10, and in the 
revised furni communicated to the Japanese Government, a. immediatel;^’ succeeding document, 
and infra, pp. 1B5-9, column l.'| 


No. 120. 

77ii! Marquess of Lansdownv, to Sir C. MacDonald. 

b’.O. Japan 073. 

(No. 101.) 

Foreign Office, June 10, 1905. 

I gave the Japaneae Minister to-day a draft of tlie proposed Agreement between 
Great Britain and Japan of which a copy is attached t,o this jDeapatch.(^) 

Visconnt T-layashi had already seen tho preamble and the first two Articles of the 
Draft. T called his attention particularly to the fact that should hostilities due to 
unprovoked attack <!fcc., arise in some region outside the limits described in paragraph 
0 of the preamble and should those hostilities suhw'quently endanger the interests 
of Great Britain within those limits. Japan would be bound under Art[icle] IT to come 
to our assistance. Viscount Hayashi said that h(! fully understood that this was 
intended. 

I also pointed out to him the manner in which the paragraph marked A was 
now drawn. Wo contemplated that the noccssary naval force should be available for 
concentration in the waters of the Par East but not necessarily maintained in those 
waters. We had also stipulated that each party should maintain a force superior in 
strength not to that of any other Power, but to that of any European Power in those 
seas. This was done in order that we might not be compelled to level our fleets up to 
the strength of the naval force maintained by (he flfnited] B[tat68] in or neat the Par 
East. We did not consider it at all likely that we should be at war with the United 
States and unless this exc(>ption wore made Grout Britain and Japan would each be 
obliged to maintain a superfluous number of ships. 

I said that wa desired to obtain tho opinion of tho Japanese Government as to the 
maximum limit to be named in parfagraphl B. 

I explained to Vriscounlt Hayashi that tho draft had boon pre|atred upon the basis 
of the outline with ■vmich ho had supplied mo and that it was offered to the Japanese 
G-ovornraent as a basis foi’ discussion. 

He expressed his fhanke and promised to communicate the draft to the Japanese 
Government by telegram. 

I am. Ac, 

LANSDOWNB. 

(’) [«. infra, pp. 166 0. The draft was minuted by King Kdwnrd " App[rooa]d! provisionally. 
A’.fi.”] 


No. 127. 

Brigadier-Oeneral J. M. (Merson to Sir Thomas Sandenon. 

P.O. Japan 678. Winchester House, 

S^et. St. Janiss's Square, S.W., 

Dear Sir Thomas, /nne 16, 1905. 

In accordance with the request contained in your letter of the 8th mstant.f*) I 
enclose our observations on the proposed Anglo- Japanese Agreement. 


(‘) [Not reproduced.] 



138 


I know it to be your wish that we should, as a rule, limit what we have to say 
the purely military side of the question, and I have therefore dealt solely with the two 
points on which Lord Lansdowne asked for an opinion. ^ 

I trust I may be pardoned for saying here, however, that Japan seems to deiive 
more advantage from the Agreement than we do. If she is attacked by any 1 ower 
we are, as I read the Agreement, bound to assist her; while if we are attacked she is 
not bound to assist us unless the attack is made(^) on our possessions in East or 
South-east Asia — an improbable, in fact almost impossible, contingency with the 
exception of an attack by Euesia, and even in the latter case the value of Japanese 
assistance is somewhat problematical. 

From a military point of view therefore it would, I think, be to our adyantag(' 
if the treaty should refer to a coalition only, each Power being solely responsible for 
safeguarding its own interests against the aggression of a third Power. However, there 
may be many reasons of a non-military nature which justify ns concluding the Agree- 
ment, and of these I am not qualified to judge. 

I should add that possibly, though not very probably, the observations I enelofio 
may require modification when the situation in the Far East is cleared up as a wmiW 
of the present war. 

I remain, &c. 

J. M. GEIERRON. 


Enclosure in No. 127. 

Observations by the General Staff, War Office, on the Proposed Anglo-Jupuitvsc 

Agreement, 

Lord Lanedowne requests that the General Staff will give their opinion as to 
whether any, and if so what, proposals would be mutually advantageous for defining : — 

fa.) The character of the military assistance to be afforded by either Power to the 
other. 

(b.) The territorial limits within which such assistance should be given. 

2. In the first place it seems necessary to recapitulate the objects aimed at by the 
Contracting Parties. They may be stated thus : — 

Japan desires to remain predominant in, if not in actual possesBion of, Korea; 
to preserve the integrity of China, or at any rate to prevent any Power other than 
herself from extending its influence in that country ; and to feel secure against a 
hostile coalition which may, sooner or later, be formed against her with the view 
of impeding that commercial progress which she no doubt hopes to make after she 
has finished with Eiissia. 

On our side we desire to maintain the ‘'open door” in China, and the 
integrity of Afghanistan and Persia — ^in other words, the integrity of China and the 
safety of India. (®) 

As regards China, therefore, the interests of the two Parties are more or less 
identical, and accordingly it is to the advantage of each that the other should not b(‘ 
attacked and defeated by a third Power or coalition of Powers. 

3. At the same time it would appear not to be prudent to place too much reliance 
on Japan coming to our assistance in the event of our becoming involved in war 
in defence of our special interests in India. History furnishes many examples of 
expected assistance not being forthcoming, owing to^ different interpretations being 
respectively placed on the wording of a treaty by the parties to it. A celebrated case— 

(®) [Marginal oorreotion by Lord Lanadowne : “ extends to.”] 

(>) [Marginal note by Lord Lansdowne : I am not sure that thin ia quite a fair reoital."] 



139 


lo quote only oiio — is t.hiit of the difference between England and Holland in 175t) 
as to the meaning of the treaties of guarantee of 1678, 1709. 1713, and 1777. By these 
treaties England and Holland guaranteed to each other all their rights and possessions 
in Europe against “all kings, princes, republics, and states.’’ and specific assistance 
was stipulated if either should “be attacked or molested by hostile act or open war, 
or in any other manner disturbed in the posseseion of its states, territoric's, rights, 
immunities, and freedom of commerce.’’ On assistance being demanded by England 
from Holland, however, the latter Bower declined to give it, arguing that the guarantee 
applied only to cases in which the State in want of help was in the first instance the 
attacked and not the attacking party in the war, and alleged that England was in fact 
the aggressor. 

4. There is only one guarantee that the Bower which sigus a trinity will fulfil the 
militari’ obligations whicli the treaty imiKiHcs.(') It is that the acts which it has boimd 
itself to perform or to leave undone, are acts which its own interests, and which an 
intelligent and patriotic view of its own welfare, require to be done or to be left 
undone. In short, for a treaty to be of real value it must be the expression of 
permanent interest, s on f>ot,h sides. . . .(‘'i 

9. Turning to the question of Japan being the party attacked, it is evident that 
we could not send any considerable body of t.roops to assist her in the Far East, 
for we might at any moment require all we have for (unployment across the North-West 
Frontier of India. Still, a force of cavalry and Horse Artillery, arms which for all 
practical purposes the Japanese army does not poKsoBs. and which it might be found 
possible to spare from India, might hi' of incalculable value to the Tapnnese Forces. 
At the conference held in 1902 between tho War Office and the Japaiiose authorities 
the latter seemed to hope that we would send troops to them, but judging froiyi what 
Viscount Hayashi has said it appears that no help in this shape is now needed or 
expected. 

10. Japan might, however, expect us to take military measures against Russia 
in other parts of the world, and this, with tho fK)HHible exception of taking advantage of 
such insurrectionary movements as at present obtain in the Caucasus, we ctould only do 
through Afghanistan, We might a<-cordingly b« placed in a very difficult {xwition. 
for unless Russia invaded Afghanistan we could not reach her forces except by invading 
that country ourselves. If we did invade it, we should be regarded by the Afghans 
as the aggressors, and in all probability would have to fight them ae well as the 
Russians. (*) 

11. So far as war with Russia alone is concenied, therefore, the case may be 
summarised thus : — 

(a.) We cannot deiamd upon Japan sending troops to assist us across the North- 
West Frontier of India, as the war with Russia might be begun under 
circumstances which, to Japan, would not appear to justify her in sending 
them, or indeed going to war at all. 

fb.) If, eventually, she were able and willing to send them we might lose rather 
than gain by then’ help. 

(c.) Action taken by her againet Russian possessions in the Par East would not 
necessarily relieve to any great extent pressure on India. (Para. 7.) 

(d.) If Japan were the party attacked, we might not be able to bring pressure to 
bear on Russia in any part of the world except Central Asia, and probably 

(*) [Marginal note by Lord Lanadowne : “ Tru»> — but thk diffiouity ia inherrat.’’] 

(*) [Paragraphs 5-8 are here omitted. They may be Bummarised as follows: Paragraphs 5-6 
dUouHH the value of the integrity of .Afghanistan and Persia to Japan, and the poasible invasion 
of the two oopntries by Russia. Paragraphs 7-8 deal wiUi the difficulties is the way of Japanese 
tiooperation in the defence of India, and suggest that the Government of India’s opinion should 
be taken.] 

(*) [Marginal note by Lord Ixusdowne ; " The pracMcahility of sueh measures would haw 
to be discussed by the two Govfernmenjts or their expert advisers. We must assume that <he 
Japanese are reasonable."} 
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not even there— at any rate for a long time and with considerable difficulty 

— unless she first invaded Afghanistan. -vi. r aw 

{e.) The above amounts to the conolueion that so far as miitary P , j 

concerned neither Party can be of direct assistance to the other, ana 
indirectly only to a problematical extent. 

12. In the event of France or Germany being hostile, Japanese koops 
efiectively employed against the foreign possessions of these Powers. ^ ® 

great value to Indo*China, and Germany to Kiao-chau. Both these localities wou 
therefore constitute useful objectives. The Japanese Navy would also prove va^luaD e o 
us in helping to clear the sea and so admit ©f reinforcernents being sent un 

It must be remembered, however, that the first and main attack by these 1 owers 
would be made in the Western Hemisphere, and the brunt of it we should have to 
bear unaided. Begarded from this standpoint, Japan — a very shrewd nation wouK 
appear to have decidedly the best of the bargain. She cannot, until the 
strategical situation has been greatly changed from what it now is, either be invaded oi 
suddenly subjected to serious attack on the sea ; and therefore she can always dep^d 
upon our aid becoming available in sufl0Lcient time to be of use to her. We, on the ^^her 
hand, might be attacked weeks or even months before Japanese assistance could 


possibly produce any effect. 

13. In the military contingency of the United States being hostile, Japanese 
troops could advantageously be employed against the Philippines, and also against the 
States themselves, thus indirectly assisting in the defence of Canada. 

14. In none of the above cases would it seem necessary or desirable to define 
in the Agreement either the character of the assistance to be afforded or the territorial 
limits within which such assistance should be given. In these days the strategical 
situation changes so quickly that arrangements made for combined action must 
frequently be revised, and therefore they can, it is thought, best be dealt with, as 
required from time to time, by the Naval and Military authorities of the contracting 
parties. 

16. The General Staff are of opinion, however, that the territories to which the 
treaty is intended to refer should be more clearly defined either in (c) of the preamble 
or in Article TV, than they are at present. Neither Afghanistan nor Persia are situated 
\fi South-eastern Asia,” and unless these two countries are specifically mentioned 
the treaty might, as stated in paragraphs 5 and 6, be interpreted to our disadvantage. 


MINUTE. 

It is rather surprizing to me that this extremely important expression of opinion should 
not have been elicited earlier in the day by the Sfeoretary of] 8[tate] for War. 

I do not agree with some of Gren[eral] Grierson’s arguments and there is a passage in his letter 
which shows I think that he somewhat misapprehends nature of the Japfanese’] obligation. 

Please have letter and memo[randum] printed as quickly as possible and copy sent to 
Mr. Balfour. 

Bo not print my pencil notes. (®) 

^ 17 / 6 . 

(^) [Marginal note by Lord Lansdowne : “ This seems right.”] 

(') [These arc given above, pp. 138-40, notes (*) to (^).] 


No. 128. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDonald. 


F.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 109.) 

Sir, 

The Japanese Minister brought me 
attached to this despatch, of the proposed 


Foreign Office, June 28, 1906, 
to-day a revised draft, of which a copy is 
new Anglo- Japanese Agreement. (^) 


(1) [u. infra, pp. 165-9, No. 155, column 2.] 
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I told Viscount Hayashi that the new drafting of Article II seemed to me to effect 
a substantial alteration in its meaning. Under our draft, one Contracting Party would 
come to the assistance of the other in the event of its interests being “ endangered.” 
Under the Japanese draft, assistance would be given only where the other Party had 
actually become involved in war. 

Viscount Hayashi explained to me that the Japanese proposal to strike out 
Article IV was due to the fact that Japan did not admit that the interests of Great 
Britain in the proximity of the Indian frontier were open to question. The Article 
seemed to them therefore superfluous. On the other hand they wished to retain 
Article III, which deals with Korea, in which country Japan had acquired a pre- 
dominant position. Great Britain and several other Powers had however interests in 
Korea, and it was therefore net'essary to make it clear that the paramount position of 
Japan in Korea was to be recognised. She would have to make her own terms with 
the other Powers interested in that country. 

I told Viscount Hayashi that the omission of Articde IV was, in my opinion, to be 
deprecated. That Article and Art[icle] HI balanced one another, and both of them 
seemed to me to be necessary in order to make it clear that, whether Japan became 
involved owing to the aggression of another Power upon Korea, or whether India 
became involved owing to the aggi-ession of another Power upon countries adjoining 
India, the involved party would in either ('ase have a right to call upon the other to 
come to its aid. 

With regard to the proposed omission of Stipulation B, Visenunt Hayashi said that 
the Japanese Government were opposed to the idea of naming a maximum limit. If the 
two countries went to war as allies, each country would liave to put forth its full 
strength. We should put forth the whole of onr naval power, and Japan would be 
ready to do the same with her land forces. 

Irrespectively of this, the Japanese Government were convinced that the nature 
and scope of the assistance to be given should be the subject of arrangement between 
the military and the naval advisers of the two Powers, and that any such arrangement 
should be subject to revision from time to time. 

Viscount Hayashi told me that Japan woidd he glad to know whether we thought 
that the new Agreement, if concluded, should he made public before the end of the 
present war. 

fl am. &C.] 

LfANBUDWNHl. 

MTNUTR BY KING EDWARD. 

A'pv\T(ne'\d.—E.R. 


No. 129, 

Sir C. MacDomld to the MarquesB of Lanadovme. 

if.O. Japan 678. 

(No. 172.) Most Secret. Tdkid, D. June 29, 1908. 

My Lord, R. July 81, 190S. 

On the 28rd instant, I telegraphed to Your Lordship that Baron Konmra had 
handed to me Your Lordship’s draft of the new Alliance and the amended Japanese 
counter-draft. (*) 

Baron Komura has, on several occasions approached me on the subject, and asked 
whether Your Lordship had communicated with me respecting the terms of the draft 
and counter-draft. I have always replied that I had had no communication since 


(*) [j). infra, pp. It5C-9, No, 186, oolumna 1 and 9.] 
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May 27 (Your Lordship’s tolegram No. 59(^)), and that I had no authority to 
discuss the terms in any way, but I had no objection, since he had^ shown me e 
two drafts, to talt the matter over with him quite informally and privately, an on 
more than one occasion we have discussed the terms of the new Alliance in this manner. 

Yesterday 1 saw Baron Komura, and he again asked me whether I had ear 
anything from Your Lordship with regard to the Japanese Counter-draft. On my 
replying in the negative, he said that doubtless the arrival of Prince and Princess 
Arisugawa in London was occupying the attention of everybody to a great extent and 
an answer could not be expected until their visit was over. I pointed out that the visit 
of Their Imperial Highnesses, being without political motive, was a matter 
concerned the Eoyal Family and the people of England more than it concerned the 
Government. The delay was doubtless due to the very great importance of the question, 
which was one which had to be most carefully weighed and considered, and could not 
be decided in a hurry. 

Baron Komura spoke again about the two drafts, and repeated much that he had 
said before, which, as I think it may prove interesting, I venture to place as briefly as 
possible before Your Lordship. 

Baron Komura said it would be noticed that, in the Japanese amended draft, 
no mention was made in the preamble or elsewhere of England's special interests 
in China, such as was made in the Anglo- Japanese alliance now in force, which 
contains a special allusion to the interests of Great Britain in China; but the Japanese 
Government considered that this was entirely covered by the wording of (c) in the 
preamble of the Japanese amended draft, which lays down that the Treaty has for its 
objects “the maintenance of the territorial rights of the High Contracting Parties in 
bhe regions of Eastern Asia and India,” which, he said, of course included China. 

As to the second half of Article IV of the British draft, which lays down that 
“ Japan equally recognizes the special interests of Great Britain in the region adjacent 
to the Indian frontier, and her right to take such measures as she may deem proper 
and necessary in order to safeguard those interests,” Baron Komura pointed out that, 
as Japan had no interests whatever in those regions, and considered that Great Britain 
had every right to take any steps whatever to guard her interests on her Indian 
frontier, and in the countries adjacent, Japan would consider it as an interference on 
her part to place such a statement on record. 

As to Article III in the Japanese amended draft, which commences, “Japah 
possessing special paramount political, military, and economical interests in Corea, 

. . . Baron Komura could not conceal from me that this was the real object of 
the whole alliance, and the readiness and alacrity with which Japan has accepted 
the proposal of His Majesty’s Government to form a new alliance, and relative to which 
I expressed surprise in my last despatch on the subject (No. 143 of the May 25(''*}), 
is now pretty clearly revealed. 

Japan has quite determined, after the war, to establish a protectorate over Corea. 
This being so, the Anglo-Japanese alliance, as it at present stands, would be a most 
inconvenient stumbling-block. For, as Your Lordship is aware, the language of the 
preamble and of the first article lays down that “ Great Britain and Japan are specially 
interested in maintaining the independence and territorial integrity of the Empire of 
China and the Empire of Corea.” 

As, by Article HI of the Japanese amended draft. Great Britain “recognises the 
right of Japan to take such measures of guidance, control, and protection in Corea as 
she may deem proper and necessary to safeguard and advance ” her interests in that 
country, it is clear that the present Anglo-Japanese alliance must disappear, and the 
quid fro quo offered by Japan for Great Britain’s acquiescence in Japan’s protectorate 
over Corea is practical immunity from an attack on India by Eussia. 

Baron Komura has several times mentioned that the geographical scope, as 

(^) [v. supra,, p, 132, No. 119.] 

(®) (v. sufta, pp. 126-e, No. 117.] 
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represented by the words in the British draft — “ biasteni and Roiith-Easieni Asia” — 
seemed somewhat extended, and that “ Rastern Asia and India” appeared to him less 
likely to give rise to misapprehension in the future. 

As to this point 1 had an interesting conversation yesterday afternoon with 
Mr. Denison, the adviser to the Japanese Foreign OfS.ee. Mr. Denison, I have no 
doubt whatever, drafted the ” Japanese amended draft.” He told me that the 
Japanese were afraid that the English wording — “Eastern and iSouth-Eastern Asia,” — 
meant that Japan might be called upon to take i)art in punitive expeditions, into 
Thibet, Afghanistan or other recalcitrant boi'der states ! Kor that reason, they hud ala<i 
asked that the second half of Article IV of thi' Eiiglish draft might be struck out. 

Mr. Denison had assured the members of the ('abinet that Great Britain would 
only call for Japanese co-operation when she was attacked in India by one of the 
Great Powers, and that she was quite ca])able of policing her fr-ontiers. Mr. Denison 
said that the Japanese Government thoroughly understood that, if Eusaia attacked by 
way of Persia, the alliance would at once come into operat^ion. He also said that the 
quid pro quo for this co-operatioTi in India was England’s acquiescence in Japan’s 
protectorate over Coroii. 

I have, &c. 

OLAGDE M. MaoDONATJE 


No. i;m>. 

The Marquess of Laiisdovme to Sir C. MacDonald. 

F.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 114.) 

Hir, Fomtjv Office, Jnhj ], ltK)5. 

1 asked the Japanese Minister tx) eall upon me this t'vening, and showed liiin the 
second British draft of the projM)sed Anglo-.luiianeso Agreement .f'l 1 calletl Viscount 
Hayashi’s attention to tlu' points at which it. differed from the Japanese counter-draft 
(iommunieated by him to me on the 28rd of June. 

With reference to Article II, I again askid him whether 1 was right in supposing 
that, in the view of the Japanese Goveninient, eai-h of the Gontratiting Parties was 
bound to (iome to the assistance of the other should it become involved in war in 
defence of its territorial rights and special inU'rests, irrespective of the fact that the 
quarrel might have arisen in some other part of the world — c.;/., I said, out of a 
quarrel between Great Britain and Kuasia as to Denmark. Viscount llayashi 
unhesitatingly answered that I was right in my assumption. 

We had some conversation with regard to the proposal to insert in Article HI (the 
Korean Article) words having reference to the treaty rights of other nations. The 
Minister told me very frankly that Japan desired to be given as free a hand as possible 
in Korea, but admitted that our commerce shoiild be given equal opportunities in that 
country. They were however reluctant to say too much about the treaty rights of other 
nations. He was afraid that some other nation might put forward a claim based upon 
an exaggerated interpretation of a most-favoured-nation treatment clause, and that we 
might thereupon find ourselves called upon to take the part of that other nation. 
I i>ointed out to him that no agreement which we could make would have the effect of 
depriving a third Power of any treaty rights to which she was entitled, and that I 
.thought it might be good policy to insert in our Treaty words making it quite clear 
that we neither of us desired to encroach upon the rights of others. 

Viscount Hayashi raised no objection to my proposal to retain Article TV (the 
Indian Article) to which I told him we attached considerable importance. 


0) [». infm, pp. 166-9, No. 166, column I and 
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As to Note B, he pointed out that Japan would henceforth be obliged so to 
organise her military forces in time of peace as to provide in time of war a suitable 
force for service in India. Such a force, he said, would be outside her ordinary 
preparations. On the other hand, he could conceive a case in which BuvSsia might 
concentrate the whole of her strength in an attack upon Japan in the hope of over- 
whelming her at the outset of the war. In such a case it would not be possible for her 
to send to India the number of men stipulated for. I said that I thought the wording of 
Note B was capable of improvement, but that we attached importance to making it 
perfectly^ clear that the military arrangements of Japan would henceforth provide for 
an expeditionary force available for service in India. 

The Minister apparently regarded with approval the new Note D. 

I gave His Excellency a copy of the new draft, explaining that it had not yet been 
seen by the Cabinet, and that His Majesty’s Government must not be regarded ns 
officially committed to its terms. 

[I am, &C.*] 

LfANSDOWNE]. 


^[TNIITE BY KING EDWABI). 
ATyp\ Ton)e ] d. — E,R . 


No. 181 . 


Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne, 

F.O. Japan 678. 

(No. 170.) 

I'-n . T6ki8, July im. 

The following ie secret, having reference to the new alliance : — 

I saw Baron Komura this morning. His Excellency gave me a copy of the 
amendments made by your Lordship to the Japanese cotmter-proposale.(®) He also 
gave me a copy of the Japanese reply to these amendments, which he had sent to 
Viscount Hayashi on the 6th instant. I have also just seen the Prime Minieter. 
Both Ministers repeated the arguments set forth in the Japanese reply. They dwelt 
strongly on the two very important points regarding which agreement has not yet been 
reached by the two Powers. 

I refer to the geographical scope of the new alliance, and the change which your 
Lordship has proposed in Article III, viz., that the following worde should Ite intro- 
duced : “Provided always that such measures do not infringe ’’ the Treaty rights of 
other Powers. 

With regard to the first of these points, the Japanese Government think that the 
wording proposed by your Lordship, “region in proximity to the Indian frontier,” ie 
tantamount to a,n indefinite extension of the geographical scope, and to such an 
indefinite extension the Japanese people and all the members of the Grand Council 
are very averse. The scope indicated by the formula “ India and Eastern Asia ” is to 
them definite and clear. 

T^ following points came out clearly in the course of my conversation with 
Count Katsura and Baron Eomura : — 

1. They think that we might consider ourselves entitled to invoke the alliance 
should we undertake a punitive expedition into any of the States in proximity 
to the frontier, e.g., Afghanistan, Thibet, or Persia, and Japan would thus 


P) [This is ffiyen in paraphrase, as the original cannot be traced.! 
immediately preceding document.] 



become iBvolved in war with that State. I said that T had no instructions 
from your Lordship, but I did not think that it was intended by His 
Majesty’s Government to construe the Arlirlo in any such sense. 

2. They think that, should wo, undertake such a, punitive' expedition and some 
other Power were to object, Japan would become involved with us against 
this third Power. I did not venture an opinion on this point. 

The Ministers are of opinion that, for all practical purposes, the region in 
proximity to the Indian frontier is included in the alliance, because the 
alliance would at once Become oporalivo were India, involved, and trouble 
could hardly rise in that region without India being drawn in. They 
dislike Article IV, however, as proposed by us, because they think it will 
alarm the people of this country and make them think that the Government 
is going too far afield. The japanese Government readily recognize that 
we have special interests in this region, but as they have no interests 
whatever there, they think it out of place to mention our special position. 

With Corea the case is different. There, whib' they have special ijiterosts, we 
have interests too, and therefore Corea is specially mentioned. 

With regard to the insertion of the words proposed by your Lordship in Article JIT, 
the reasons given in the Japanese reply for their omission seem fu b<'. fair and 
reasonable, and I could see, from my (ionversation with Count Katsura and Baron 
Komura, that if His Majesty’s Government persist nn this poitit thi' new alliance 
will be in very close danger of shipwreck. 


No. 132. 

Sir (■. MarDanuld fo the MurqiirnH oj Itavudowtiv, 

T6kid, Julji B, 1905. 

F.O. Japan 673. D. 7 I'.M. 

Tel. (No. 171.) Secret. E. 9 p.m. 

New alliance. My immediately preceding tel [ogrant ]. Minister] for For[eignJ 
Aff[air]H at our interview this morning admitted that as a Japanese protectorate of 
Corea after the war was absolutely ossontial to the futur<' jrouce of Japan the Japanese 
Gov[ernmen]t had considered what quid pro quo they could offer to Great Britain in 
order to induce her to ucquimee in such a protectorate and to nullify the declarations 
resp[6ctin]g the independence of Corea contained in preamble and art[iole3 I of 
existing agreement. As a result of the deliberations they had decided to acquiesce in 
an arrangement by which invasion of India by Russia was rendered a very remote 
contingency. Considering that whether we acquieswd in establishment of such a 
protectorate or not, the pr<)tectorate being essential to Japan’s future peace will merely 
be established and that this alliance will render India free from all fear of attack for 
many generations to come I venture to think that we should accept the Japanese reply 
without further delay. I am aware that my opinion has not been asked but as H[i6] 
M[ajeBty’B] representative on the spot I venture to put it before Y[our] E[xcellency3. 




[16942] 
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No. 1B3. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne, 

nm, My 12, iwr>. 

F.O. Japan 673. 5* ^ 

Tel. Private. ® 

My tel[egram] No. 171 of July 8.(M Following is an oxtrai^t from a private h‘tttn‘ 
to me from H[ia] M[ajesty’s] Eepresentative at Seoul dated July 7. It may ho 
heresy to say so but I feel certain that nothing short of a protectorate will over Have 
the situation here. In the interests of Coreans themselves this is the only ^ |Kissibk‘ 
solution and the people as distinguished from the officials would 1 believe infinit<‘!y 
prefer it to Government which they have had during lust 10 years of nominal 
independence/' 

Above is spontaneous — I have f'?not) mentioned subject of protectorate to 
Mr, (Sir J.) Jordan. 

f^) irnmpdiatoly doi'unuMit.] 


No. 134. 

27ie Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDonald. 

F.O. Japan 673. 

(No, 122.) Secret. 

Sir, ^ Foreign Office, July 14, 1905. 

The Japanese Minister brought to me to-day the criticisms of the Im{>erial 
Government upon the second British draft of the new Anglo- Japanese Agreemant(^) 
—v'lde my despatch No. 114 of the 1st July.(-) They were us follows 

Article III. The Japanese Government propose to retain in the first line the 
word ‘‘paramount/’ omitting the word ^‘special/’ They desire to omit in the 
same Article the reference to the Treaty rights of other nations. The proviso 
should, they think, run as follows — “ provided always that such measures do not 
infringe the principle of equal opportunity for the commerce and industry of all 
nations.’ Viscount Hayashi explained to me that in the opinion of the Imperial 
Government the reference to ‘'the treaty rights of other nations” WonM 
encourage other Powers entitled to moat-favoured-nation treatment in Corea to 
strain their rights against J apan. As I was aw’are, there were many interpretations 
of most-favoured-nation treatment, and some Powers who enjoyed a right to it 
were in the habit of claiming in respect of that right equality of treatment not 
only in regard to commerce, but in respect, e.g,, of the construction of railways 
and telegraphs. It would be very inconvenient to Japan that such equality should 
be claimed by the Powers in Corea, and the Japanese Government deprecated the 
use of language which would not only encourage such claims but render it difficult 
for Great Britain not to support them. The original wording, as at first proposed 
by us, was sufficient to protect “ the real interests ” of other Powers. 

^ Article IV. The Japanese Government begged that this Article should be 
omitted, not because they did not recognise the special interests of Great Britain 
in the regions in proximity to the Indian frontier and our right to safeguard those 
interests in whatever way we considered proper and necessary, nor because, 
should we become involved m war by so doing, the Japanese Government desired 
to be relieved of the responsibility of coming to our assistance. The words 

0) [ii. infra, pp. 165-9, No. 155, c-nlumn 1 and tio/m.I 
(=“) [d. supra, pp. 143-4, No, 130.] ' 
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“ whertivt'i- iirisiug ” hi Article II aceevkul by Japan showed clearly that they 
had no wish to impose any such limitatious. On the other hand, the Japanese. 
Government considered that the Article as it stood would have a disturbing 
effect upon public opinion in Japan, and would in appearance give a geographical 
extension to the Agreement wider than had ever been contemplated by the Japanese 
Government. 

llis Excellency in these circnimstances was instructed to tell me. that the Imperial 
Government are prepared “to consider as perfectly legitimate within the meaning of 
Article II all measures which the British (iovmimont may see fit to take in regions in 
the proximity of the Indian frontier, ju'ovided those measures are foimd necessary for 
safeguarding their territorial right.s in India itself. In other words the Imperial 
Government will regard such mousures on the part of the British (iovornment as 
essentially defensive and non-provocative, in their nature, and consequently such 
measures will not in the opinion of the Imperial Government prevent Artiele II from 
being effective or preclude an ay>peal to it.” 

Viscount llayashi went on to projwjso the omission of paragraphs A, B, and D at 
the end of the draft. Tie said that, in the opinion of the Jnpniu'se Government, the 
nature of the assistanee given by one party to the other must depend upon ‘‘the 
character of the confiicl.” which’ could not he foreseetn Any attempt (Iwu'efore to 
define long in advance the extent of that assiatnm^e would be unwise, and would 
hamper rather than strengthen tlu* Allianei'. 

It would therefore he much better that all these (piostions alumld he dealt with 
from time to time by the military and naval authorities of the two Powers. 

I told Viseount llayashi that I would lose no time in bringing his observations 
before my colleagues. 

I also asked him whether, assuming that we were able to come to terms, ho 
thought it would be desirable to make public, the fact that an agreement had been 
arrived at. It seemed to me that such an announcement at the very moment when 
peace negotiations were commencing might be subject to criticism. 

Viscount Hayashi said that in his opinion there was coiisiderahln force in this 
argument. The Japanese (iov<'rnment wcmld liowever lu» glad to have the mutter 
settled as soon as posaihle. Ifo would communicate with them in regard to the 
question which T had raised. 

n am. ttc-l 

LfANfiDOWNE]. 

MINUTE BY KING KDWABD. 

A ffpl rom'\d. — E.R. 


No. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquees of Lansdowne. 

E.O. Japan 078. 

(No. 188.1 Secret. T6ki6, D. July 16, 1906. 

M.y Lord, B. August 14, 1906. 

With reference to the amendments made by Your Lordship to the Japanese 
Counter-Proposals respecting the New Alliance, and the Japanese reply thereto, which 
was telegraphed from here to Viscount Hayashi on the 6th instant, I ventured to point 
out by telegraph on the 8th instant, (’) which I had also stated in my desptch No. 172 
of June 29th, (*) that the new alliance partook of the nature of a bargain in which, 

(*) L’. supra, pp. 144-6, No. 181.] 

{*) I r. BUftra, pp. 141-8, No. 129.] 
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in return for our acquieseence in the protectorate which Japan intended to estuhliRh 
over Korea at the conclusion of the war, she would engage to assist us should om' 
Indian Empire be attacked by a third Power. I also pointed out |hat this 
acquiescence would entail a reconsideration and amendment of the pledge made in 
conjunction with Japan in the preamble and Article I of the now-existing Anglo- 
Japanese agreement recognizing the territorial integrity and independence of tlio 
Empire of Korea. 

I ventured also in the above-quoted telegram to state that, as Japan would most 
certainly estabhsh such a protectorate whether we acquiesced or not, and ub her 
assistance in the matter of an attack on the Indian Empire would render such an 
event a practical impossibility for generations to come, I thought that we should 
accept the terms of the Japanese reply without delay. As to the future JapaneBO. 
protectorate over Korea and the certainty that it will come T think there (*an ho little 
doubt; reports sent to Your Ijordship hj Sir John Jordan from time to time show 
that the Japanese are getting the entire administration of the country into their hands, 
and both the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister have mentioned to mo that a 
continuance of the state of affairs which existed in Korea before the war, and which to 
a certain extent exists now, was impossible and would inevital)ly lead to further 
Russian intrigues and possible war. In connection with this Baron Komura informed 
me that the Emperor only two months ago was in secret correspondence with 
M. Pavloff in Shanghai. At my last interview with these two statesmen they both 
said that a Japanese protectorate over Korea was essential to the peace of the Par East. 

Since sending my telegram of the 8th instant, I have received on the 12th 
a letter dated the 7th from Sir John Jordan, than whom no one is more fitted to give 
an opinion, which contains the following passage : — 

“ It may be heresy to say so (Sir John is probably thinking of the existing 
Anglo- Japanese agreement), “but I feel certain that nothing short of a 
protectorate vull ever save the situation here. In the interests of the Coreans 
themselves this is the oiffy possible solution, and the people, as distinguished from 
the officials would, 1 believe, infinitely prefer it to the Government they have h^ 
during the last ten years of nominal independence.** 

As Your Lordship may remember, I was appointed Her Majesty’s Representative 
to_ Corea m 1896, presenting my credentials personally to the Corean Emperor, then 
King, in March 1897 ; from my experience of the country and people I am entirely 
m accord with the views here put forward by Sir John Jordan. But whether we are 
right or wrong a Japanese protectorate over Corea will certainly be established after 
the war. 

With regard to a possible attack on India, it may be urged that we are capable of 
holding our own in that quarter, and require no assistance from Japan or any other 
rower. Recent statements in the British House of Commons by the Prime Minister 
would seem to go far to strengthen this view. I would however with great deference 
point out that, notwithstanding the crushing defeats which Russia has received in this 
war, she has transported and still maintains, at a distance of over 3,000 miles from 
Russia proper and connected by a single line of rail, an army of 250,000 men, and that 
the frontiers of India are much nearer to Her base than the spot, where the above armv 
IS now encamped. 

I have, fee. 

CLAUDE M. Macdonald. 
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No. 136. 

The Marquess oj Laiisdoume to Sir C. MacDonald. 


F.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 124.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 18, 1905. 

I asked the Japanese Minister to call upon mo yesterday in order that I might 
communicate to him the impression producod upon His Majesty’s Government by the 
suggestions which he had made to mo on the occasion of our last discussion of the 
second British draft of the Anglo- Japanese Agr’eement.f^) 

I told Viscount Hayashi that wo had carefully considered the suggestion of the 
Japanese Government that the reforencci to the Treaty rights of other nations should 
be expunged from Article HI. My colleagues fully understood the reasons which led 
the Japanese Government to dosiro the omission of these words, and there was, so far 
as I could see, no dilierence between us as to the object in view. We desired that the 
Clause should be so worded as to afford the minimum of oinbarraesment hereafter to 
Japan. We could not however help thinking that the words “ equal opportunities for 
the commere.e and industry of all nations” might prove oven more embarrassing to 
Japan than the reference to the treaty rights of othor nations. The former words 
were extremely wide, and on the strongtli of them it might bo possil>Ui for other 
Powers to claim that any conoession madt; to Japan for industrial or commercial 
enterprises should be oomponsated by ociuivaleut eoncoasiona to themselves. On the 
other hand, the rights which othor nations could <daim on the strength of their title to 
most-favoured-nation ti-eatmcnt were those which were usually summarised in the 
expression ‘‘the open door,” which Japan did not, we b(diovod, intend to deny to 
other countries in Corea. Viscount Hayaslii did not agree with me upon this point, 
and adhered to hie belief that the flp<'cial reservation of the treaty rights of other 
Powers was much more dangerous to Japan than the alternative sentence. What he 
dreaded was the claim of other Powers to equality of political influence and position 
in Corea. The words which the Japanese Government proposed to omit would certainly 
be regarded as qualifying in the most marked manner our engagement to ‘‘recognise 
the right of Japan to take such measures of guidance, control, and protection in Corea 
as she might deem proper and necessary to safeguard and advance her political, 
military and economic interests in Corea.” Viscount Hayashi suggested that, if the 
words were retained, it was conceivable that other Powers might claim a right to 
construct military posts on the Corean coast were such posts to be established by Japan. 
He also observed that if before peace were concluded we were to guarantee Buseia in 
her existing treaty rights, her position as against Japan would be greatly strengthened. 
The Japanese Government regarded this point as vital, and he did not think that they 
would care for the Treaty if the objectionable words remained in it. 

We then proceeded to discuss Article IV, and I explained to him that we attached 
the greatest importance to retaining such an Article in the Treaty. I said that I had 
communicated to my colleagues the statement which he had been instructed to make 
to me upon this point {mdc ray despatch No. 122 of the 1 4th instant), (*) and that we 
were entirely satisfied with the language used by the Japanese Government, which 
seemed to us indeed to bo admirably phosen. We thought it however most important 
that these assurances should be embodied in the Treaty itself, and not merely in a Note, 
T said that if the Japanese Government were oblij^ to take into consideration the 
effect which might be produced by the insertion of such a Clause upon Japanese public 
t)pinion, we also had to take into account the effect which would be produced upon 
public opinion here if the Corean Clause were to be retained and no such reference as 
we had proposed were to be made to British interests upon the confines of India, 

We then discussed various alternative draftings, and I aeked His Excellency 


L 8 


[ 16942 ] 


(‘) [v. supra, pp. 146-7, No. 184.] 
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whether he thought that the Japanese Government would accept a ckuac _ worded 
somewhat as follows Japan recognises the special interests of Groat Britain in all 
that concerns the security of the Indian frontier, and her right to take such measiuos 
in the proximity of that frontier as she may find necessary for safeguarding her Tndiaii 
Possessions.” Viscount Hayashi thought that the wording which I had proposed 
might be acceptable. 

I informed him that W6 had no objection to the omission of Paragraphs A and 1>, 
but that we thought it necessary, either by means of an Article in tho Treaty or by an 
exchange of Notes, to make it clear that this country was not assuming uuder tho 
Agreement a new and formidable vvilHary liability. Viscount Hayashi expressed his 
conviction that the Japanese Government had no desire to impose any such liability 
upon us, and felt confident that they would authorise ue to state that this was the ease. 

I gathered from him that the Japanese Government would not mind omitting the 
vords under which Japan was relieved of the obligation to send ships out of Asiatic 
waters. 

Viscount Hayashi came to see me again this morning, and we had some further 
discussion of the question which had arisen with regard to Article TTL I }>ointad out 
to him that if the reference to treaty rights were to be omitted, it was conceivable— 
to take an extreme case — ^that Japan, in her endeavour to secure her “paramount 
political, military, and economic interests in Corea, might attempt some encroachment 
upon the rights of another Power, and thereby involve herself in war with it* In such 
a case, would Japan expect us to come to her assistance? The point was one which it 
was obviously necessary to guard carefully. Viscount Hayashi assured me that 
nothing was further from the intentions of the Japanese Government than to ride 
rough-shod over the treaty rights of other Powers. If those rights stood in her way, 
she would have to come to an arrangement with the Powers concerned. I replied that 
we were far from imputing any such intentions to the Japanese Government, but that 
the question would certainly be raised when the Treaty came to be discussed. I referred 
to the position of Great Britain in Egypt, where we certainly had a paramount 
position, but where we nevertheless had to reckon with the rights of the other Powers 
and make the best terms we could with them. I suggested as a solution of the 
difficulty that for the words “do not infringe the treaty rights of other nations” 
we might perhaps substitute the words “ are not contrary to established treaty rights.” 
This would avoid the assertion of dormant or extravagant claims. I also suggested 
that there might be an interchange of Notes in which it would be made clear that 
Japan had no intention of summoning us to her assistance in any case where the 
established treaty rights of other Powers were in question. 

Viscount Hayashi’s personal opinion was that both these suggestions might be 
entertained by the Jap[anese] Gov[ernmen]t, and I undertook to submit them to my 
colleagues. 

[I am, Ac. 

LANBHOWNK.l 

MINUTE BY KING EDWAED, 

App[rove]d,~E.R. 


No. 137. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C\ MacDonald. 

F.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 125.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Mg 19, 1905* 

I told the Japanese Minister to-day that I had laid before the Cabinet the 
substance of the communications which had passed between us on the occasion of 
our recent conversations as to the Anglo Japanese Agreement, and I handed him a 



151 


eorret^ted draft, a copy of which in attached to Ihia d('spatch. I also handed to him the 
draft of a Note to be exchanged, after the Bignature of the Agreement, dealing with the 
interpretation of Article III. A copy of this draft is alao enclosed with this despatch. 
1 informed Viscount Hayashi that in the ojanioti of His Majesty’s Government such a 
Note would be sufficient for the purpose of making it clear that we were not to bo 
called upon to come to the assistance of Japan in supp{)rt of any measures adopted in 
violation of established Treaty rights, and that if tlu' Note were agreed to by the 
Japanese Government we were prepared to omit all reference to Treaty rights from 
Article III. 

Viscount Hayashi expressed himself much gratified, and told me that in his 
opinion the Japanese Govi'miuent would in all probability accept the draft and the 
Note in their present form. 

[T am. &C.1 

LCANSDOWNH]. 

MINUTK BY KING MBWARD. 

A rov/'^d. — E.R. 

Knclosuri' 1 in No. 1H7. 

I Draft Agi'i'<'nuuii . r. injni, pp. IfVi 1), No. l-'ri.] 


Enelosuro 2 in No. 1!57. 

Draft of Note from the Marquess of Lansdownc to Viscount Huyashi. 

Sir, 

With reference to Article III of tho Agreement signed by us this day, in which 
Great Britain recognises the right of Japan to take such miaisures of guidance, 
protection and control in Corea as she may deem proper atid nect'SHury to safeguard 
her interests in that country, provided always that such measures arc not contrary to 
the principle of equal opportunities for the commerce and industry of all nations, it 
has been clearly understood between us that the Article does not contemplate the 
adoption of any measures which would be in violation of established Treaty rights, 
and that the Japanese Government would not consider iht'mselves entitled to call upon 
His Majesty’s Government under the Article to come Ut their assistance in support of 
measures of such a character. T should be glad to receive from you a written 
confirmation of the assurances which you have given me in this respect. 

[I have. &c. 

LANSDOWNE.] 


No. IBS. 

Note hij Mr. A. J. Balfour. 

P.O. Japan {>78. 

Lord Lansdowne, House of Commons, July 15», IIMIS. 

I think the draft exactly carries out the view of the Cabinet. You will however 
remember that the Cabinet were not prepared to insist on the explicit declaration by 
Japan that she would not violate “established treaty righte” provided that in any 
case we were not to be dragged into any quarrel whicn those rights might occasion. 

A. J. B. 


I.. 4 


[16942] 
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No. 139. 

Sir C, MacDonald to the Marquess of Liinsdowne, 

Tokid, July 20, 1905, 

P.O. Japan 673. D. 5*30 v.M. 

TeL (No. 175,) Secret. R- 7’30 i\M. 

New Alliance, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me to-day that no reply had been received 
from His Majesty's Government to the last Japanese note sent to Japanese Eepresenta- 
tive in London for presentation to your Lordship on 6th July* (My telegram 
No, 170. )(^) He earnestly hoped that no misunderstanding had occurred. 

Personally, he thought it would be advisable to get matter settled before Peace 
Conference commenced sitting, though alliance need not be made public until the 
Conference had come to an end, or at such other time as His Majesty’s Government 
wished. 

His Excellency assured me that Japanese Government have understood and 
agreed that should hostilities, due to unprovoked attacks, &e., arise in some region 
outside geographical limits described in the preamble, and should those hostilities 
subsequently endanger interests of Great Britain within those limits, Japan would be 
bound to come to our assistance, the limits being Eastern Asia and India. 

(^) [“u. supra, pp. 144-5, No. 181.] 


No. 140. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdomw. 

E.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 194.) Secret. Tdkid, D. July 20, 1906. 

My Lord, Seytemier 18, 1906. 

On the 15th instant, in my despatch No. 188, (^) I ventured to point out that the 
terms of the Japanese reply, respecting the New Alliance, which was telegraphed by 
the Japanese Government to their Eepresentative in London on the 6th instant, 
ap;^ared to me to be of a very reasonable nature, and I suggested that, as the bargain, 
which formed the basis of the New Alliance, seemed favourable to ourselves, we should 
accept it without further delay. I had already, on the 8th instant, communicated 
these views to Your Lordship by telegraph. 

This morning I had an interview with Count Katsura, the Prime Minister, actine 
for Baron Komura, the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Count Eatsura betrayed considerable anxiety in that no answer had yet been 
received from PIis Majesty’s Government to the Japanese Note of the 6th instant. He 
said that both the London and Tokyo newspapers had commenced to write about the 
Alhance, stating that negotiations were in progress, and in some cases making very 
correct surmises as to the terms. Personally, he thought that the Alliance should be 
concluded as soon as possible and before it became a matter of public knowledge At 
any rate, he considered, it would be useful to get the matter settled before the peace 
conference commenced its sittings, though it need not be published until the 

Government^^*^ convenient to His Majesty’s 

His Excellency aoked me whether I had heard from Your Lordship with regard 

tbe 6th instant. I replied in the negative, but 
added that without doubt a reply would come very shortly, for I knew that His 

(*) [v. supra, pp. 147-8, No. 13S.] 
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Majesty’s Government were giving the matter their most earnest consideration. His 
Excellency begged me to convey by telegraph to Your Lordship the fact that the 
Japanese Government were anxious, and he personally hoped that no misunderstanding 
had arisen. 

In the course of conversation, he said that the Japanese Government thoroughly 
understood that, should hostilities arise in regions adjacent to the Indian frontier, due 
to the unprovoked action of any other Power or Powers, and should such hostilities 
endanger our interests in India, we should have the right to invoke the Alliance. His 
Excellency mentioned Thibet, Afghanistan and Persia as adjacent regions. I had the 
honour to convey the gist of this despatch to Your Lordship in my telegram No. 175. 

I have, &c. 

CLAUDE M. MacDonald. 

itimii'dlatflv [iraci'iUng doc.inufnt..] 


No. 141. 

The MurqucKif uj Lamdowne to 8ir 0. MacDonald. 

F.O. Japan G7B. Foniign Office, July *J1, W05. 

Tel. (No. 94.) H. 4T> i>.M. 

Your telegram No. 175 (of July 20. Anglo-Jupanese Alliance). (') 

I communicated a revised draft to the Japanese Minister on the 19th instant. 

In Article HI reference to Treaty Eights was omitted. Article IV tmw runs 
■‘Japan recognizes the special interests of Great Eritain in all that concerns the 
security of the Indian frontier and her right to take such measures in the proximity 
of that frontier as she may find necessary for safoguarding her Indian possessions.” 
Of stipulations respecting notes to be exchangtul A, B and D are omitted and C becomes 
Article VII in body of Agreement with following addition : “It is however mulorstood 
that the measures agreed upon shall not include any obligation on the part of Japan 
to send ships out of Asiatic waters for the purpose of affording naval assistance to 
Groat Britain or any obligation on the part of Great Britain to send troops to the 
Par East for the purpose of affording military assistance to Japan.” 1 also commufti- 
cated Draft of note to be exchanged after signature of agreement to the effect that it is 
understood that Article HI does not contemplate the adoption of measures of violation 
of established Treaty Eights, and that Jap[iitie«e] Govfernmenjt would not be entitled 
to call upon H[i8] M[ajeety’B] Gfovernmetitl under the Article to come to their 
assistance in support of such measures. Japl'anese] Minister expressed entisfaction and 
thought Japfanese] Govfernmenjt would probably accept agreement and note. 

(‘ll'i). mipra, p. 152, No. IHO.) 


No. 142. 

Sir 0. MacDonald to the Marquees of Lansiowne. 

E.O. Japan 678. T6ki6, D. July 25, 1905, 11 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 178.) Secret. _R. July 26, 1 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 94 (of July 21, 06).(') New Alliance. 

Prime Minister spoke to me at length this afternoon on this subject of your 
telegram above quoted. A similar one had been telegraphed to him by ^e Japanese 
Minister in London. 

(^) [v, immedifttmiy pr^eediiig do<»wme3at,] 
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He desired me to say amendments therein set forth did not meet with the appiova! 
of the Jap[ane6e] Gov[ernmen]t in their present form. ^ i i i , 

In the course of conversation he said H[i8] M[a]esty’H] Goyennnent iiuu hy 
omitting reference to Treaty rights in Art[icle] B made said Article accoptabl(‘ to 
Jap[anese] Gov[ernmen]t but that note to be exchanged after signature nullified gotHl 
effects produced by omission. ^ • • i 

Prime Minister thought that the Addition of Article VII was a mistUikt' as \i tied 
the hands of the military and Naval experts. I said it was probably inserted to meet 
adverse criticism in Parliament and that under any circumstances the expression 
shall not include any obligation ” was not a particularly strong one and would not in 
ease of war prevent troops or ships being sent to the east or west respectively if experts 
thought they should he sent. 

As to Article IV Prime Minister said that language was more in accordance with 
views of the Jap[ane]se Gov[ernmen]t but he still thought it would be better to omit 
Article entirely. 

I said this was also probably a case of guarding against adverse criticism because 
Corea had an article all to herself whereas India had not. I said speaking entirely 
privately and without instructions that I thought Article IV and the additional 
Article VII did not seem to he of great importance but that H[is] M[aj6Hty’s] 
Gov[ernnien]t would certainly require some assurance respecting the non-violation of 
established Treaty rights. His Excellency said that matter was being very earefnily 
considered by the Jap[ane]se Gov[ernmen]t and an answer would be sent shortly. 

Private. I do not think that the satisfaction expressed by Japanese Minister in 
London is at all shared by the Japanese Government. 

(^) [Sir 0. MacDonald was informed in Tel. No. 96 of July 26, that Ijord Lansdowne 
approved his language.] 


No. 143. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MiicDmiald. 

F.O. Japan 673. Foreign Office, July 26, 1905. 

Tel [No. 96.) D. lO'BO P.M. 

Your tel[egram] No. 178 C) (of July 251. 

Hayashi has not yet received instructions. 

Your language correctly expresses our views. 

Eetention of Art[icle] IV which has been recast in deference to Jnpum'Si) 
criticism is in our opinion indispensable for reasons mentioned by you. 

Art[icle] VII is of less importance, and a note might be substituted for it, 
Language of note as to treaty rights might be amended all we desire is ttiat 
we should not be compiled to go to war say with the U[nited] S[tate8] in the event 
of a violation of established Treaty rights by Japan. 

I clearly understood from Hayashi that in such a case, which was not at all 
likely to arise, they would not think of invoking our aid; 


{^) [-u. immediately preceding document.] 
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No. U4. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marqueas of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Japim (iTiL Tohid, I). Jiilii 2K, IDOH, r.M. 

T('L fNi>. 17!).) Sw'n'ti. R. dulji 2!), 1'2’BO i'.m. 

Your (ol. No, nf) (of July 2(1. Honowal of Alli!UU' 0 ).( ' ) 

Duriiiij; luy iutorviow with RriiU'C MiuiHlor on tlu' ‘25th, i-| 1 siiid that tho JiipinK's<' 
fould hardly ('xpeot us to oii'^apjo in war with a Rower or I’lnvers whoae oatablished 
liH'aty rif^htH had been violated by hor,(*) and I Instaueed the United Stat(>K us beintf a 
Power with whoiu Japan was at prestuit oji exeoediuKly friendly tenuK. Thouffh I 
pri'Hwul him. Prime Minister avoided ftiviuc; me a dofuiito answer. 

It is poHsihlo that present hesitation may hi' due to iniaunderstaudiiif!, more 
oapoeiaily as Minister for Foreifrn Affairs and forei<;n adviser have gone to Anicrioa. 
Tt is ptmsible also that Japanese Government may b(' rt'penting of their bargain. Now 
that I know tlio view of the British Government, T ean speak with more eonfidcnee. 

U|[(>. iiiiiueiliutid_v pi’i'i'i'fliiif!; doeiiiaeut). | 

{“ijr. Hii/ini, lip. I.Vt 4, Nti. M'JI. ! 

(“) (In till' first ilnirt of tli'iwplii'i' tlii' unnl " ni'pcmk'nci " ii|)[h'iii-cil itfliT “ lii'i- ” iu tin- |)I(u-i‘ 
'll till' eiiiiiina. I 


No, 14 5, 

'/'he Marquesft of Lamdov'ne to Sir M. Durand. 

b'.O. Jiipun (378. Foreiipi Dffies, July 29, 1905. 

7W. (No. 109.) ■ D. 0 f.M. 

We have made eotiHiderable progresK with the negotiation of new Angl(Kfap[ an]ese 
Agreement. Preamble recites that objects of two Powers are ; 

“ {a.) The consolidation and muintenanco of the general peace in the regions 
of Eastern Asia and of India ; 

(h.) The preservation of the common interests of all Powers in China by 
insuring the independence and integrity of the Ghineso Empire and the principle of 
equal opportunities for the commerce and industry of all nations in China ; 

(c.) The maintenance of the territorial rights of the TTigh Contracting .Parties 
in the regions of Eastern Asia and of India, and the defence of their special 
interests in the said regions.” 

New agreement differs from present Agreement mainly in that contracting parties 
will come to one another’s assistance if either of them is involved in war owing to 
unprovoked attack even of a single Power. 

An important article with regard to Corea is under discussion it runs as follows :~ 

” Japan possessing paramount political, miHtary and economic intereste in 
Corea, Great Britain recognizes the right of Japan to take such measuroB of 
guidance, control and protection in Corea, as she may deem proper and necessary 
to safeguard and advance those interests, provided always that such measures are 
not contrary to the principle of equal opportunitiM for the ootnmeroe and industry 
of all nations.” 



m 

This Article to which Japan attaches the _ utmost importance 
acL'ordance with President’s views (see your private tel[egram] ot t auuai} 
my reply, also tel[egram] of January 28 and your reply ). i r-i i 
You may communicate this information in strict confidence to the P^eRi en , 

You might call his special attention to (b) in the preamble, which ih itt ( ose 
accordance with his policy. 


Secret. 

Prom Mr. Loomis’ language 
objected to. 


Kather that Coreun article is not likely to he 


(I) [Not reproduced, cp the following note, unsigned, which is endorsed “ of Jap'O' 

m Corea. Views of H[is] M:[a]esty’s] Gov[ernmen]t respecting. Keep with Sir M. Durand 

Tel. 109, July 29, 1905.” ,, . ,u ii 

When we were at the beginning of this year discussing with the Presiucnt of the 
S[tates] the question of the terms of peace he thought “that if Japan eontiniu’s to^ witnsiantj 
Russia she should be permitted to retain Port Arthur and pa.ranumnf influmicc in (tmd 
(Sir M. Durand tel[egram], private, of Jan: 23). ^ ^ • 4. > i 

In our reply we informed Sir M. Durand that in our view if Japan’s success wert' niaiiuHUU'd 
she would be entitled to insist on retention of Port Arthur and pfita^mounf infucnco in f (n* 

Sir M. Durand tel[egram] private of Jan : 25.) ^ 

On the 2ath of January we telegraphed to Sir M Durand the conclHinns of piuicu wmcn 
would in the opinion of the Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs bo iudisponsubhu Tht^so 
included * 

(d) Corea to be within the &ii:olusivs sph3T6 of Jdpwnsss influence anil no special Ruafuan 
interests to be allowed within it. 

Sir M. Durand was informed that the terms did not seem to us cxcessinn and was instructed 
to communicate the substance of the telegram verbally and in the strictest confldonoc to the 
President. 

Sii M. Durand informed us on the 30th of January that the President agrcf'd in all pomts 
with the views expressed in the telegram of the 25th. He did nnt^ think that Russia would 
agree to the terms suggested by Japan, but pnrna fade sdu) no objection to these ierms*] 


No. 146. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of La^mlowno.C) 

Tdhid, July 80, 1905. 

F.O. Japan 673. D. 10*66 a-M. 

Tel (No. 180.) Secret. B. July 81, 8*80 a.m. 

Your tel. No. 96. (^) New Alliance. 

On receipt of above telegram, I immediately aent a paraphrase of it from the words 
’*Your language” to the end to the Prime Minister, at the same time asking for an 
interview which was fixed for this afternoon and from which I have just returned. 

Prime Minister said that your telegram had very considerably cleared up the 
situation. Jap[anese] Gov[ernmen]t were however at a loss to know why the words 
“infringement of treaty rights of other nations” had been suddenly introduced into 
Art[icle] 3 and still more why the note which it was proposed to substitute for these 
words suggested that the Japanese “contemplated the adoption of measures in 
violation of treaties or infringement of existing treaty rights. ”(^) This had never 

(^) [The decypher of this telegram is endorsed: “As several passages are undecyphenibk 
we have asked for a repetition.” A revised version was therefore telegraphed on August 1, 
D. 5'30 P.M., R. August 2, 8-30 p.m. The changes are indicated in the footnotes below,] 

(^) [v. supra ^ p. 164, No. 143.] 

(3) [Revised version has here “ contemplated the adoption of measures in violation 
established Treaty rights.” u. infra, p. 166, note (®), and supra, p. 151, No. 137, end 2.] 
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occurred to the ,Tap[iineae] Gov[ernraen]t('‘) and they could not understand -why we 
should introduce the subject into the. Alliance. I said I had no instructions hut I 
now knew the views hold by Hfisj MCajosty’s] G[overnnient] and I thought if the 
Japfiiuesc] Gov[ernineu]t telegraplu'd coiifidontial(®) ? assurance to Your Lordship, 
a note might not be necessary or at any ni((' one in a very modified form. 
As to why this assurance had been asked for at a rather late stage of the negotiations, 
I thought that perhaps H[i8j Mfajesty’s] G[ovornmcnt] were not aware that Japan 
was determined to establish a protectorate until as a result of an interview with 
Baron Koranra the matter had boon put before TT[i8] MPajesty’s] G[overnment] on 
July H,(“) and they thought it would be best to put it clearly <ni record, that in case of 
war resulting from a possible wilful ? breach! of treaty riglits, the alliance ox>uld not 
be invoked. It was not intended to suggest: that Japanese (group omitted) were 
going to(*) deliberately violate treaty rights uf any power. The Prime Minister seamed 
satisfied with this explanation. His Excellency said that Japanese were drawing up a 
furthi'r amendment to Your Lordship’s revised draft of July 19 which would be 
telegraphed to Japfanese’] Minpstejr in London in the. course of two or three days. 
Although Jap[ane8e'] Gov[emmen]t had no intention of violating any existing treky 
(group undecypherable)(*) it was essential, in interest of pi^ace that steps should be 
taken to prevent Emperor of Corea and the Gornan Gnvfernmen]! from intriguing with 
Powers and making treaties and agreoment a in a loose and irresponsible manner. The 
present war was to a great extent causc'.d by such intrigues with the RusB[ian] 
Legation. As to Art[icle] IV Prime Min[isto]r said he was well aware of British 
Parliamentary difficulties and possible opposition and ns he wanted to make this alliance 
acceptable to Parliament, he was considering in case of Art[icle] Til (groups 
uiidecypherabl 0 )(*“) Your Lordship’s wishes in the Indian frontier article. 

As to Artficle] VII he did not anticipate any difficulty. 


Much more hopeful. 


MINUTE. 


(^) fla revieod verHion this ecntonce boKins an followH ; “ Ilia ExeellPnoy aaid that he could 
assure me that violation of Treaties or infringement of I'xisting Treaty rights had never even 
occurred to the Japanese Government.”] 

(*) [“ Confidential ” omitted in revised version.] 

(*) [In revised version ” on 8th July by me.’’] 

(^) fRevised version has “ violation ” instead of ” wilful breach."] 

(*) fRevised version of this sentimee is identical with this text except that “ were going to ’’ 
becomes *’ would,’’ ‘‘ Group omitted ” is therefore probably au error.] 

(•) [“ Group undocyphnrable ’’ here proved to be ’’ or infringing Treaty rights." The word 
“treaty” preceding this should read “ treaties.’’] 

(**) [In revised version this line reads '' he was ooiuidering in case Article ITT oould he 
arranged, how to meet your lordship’s wishes ”] 


No. 147. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquees of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Japan 673. 

(No. 200.) Secret. TdMd, D. My 81, 1906. 

My Lord, B. Septemher 18, 1906. 

In my telegram No. 178 of the 26th inetant(‘) I gave an account of an interview I 
had with His Excellency the Prime Minister relative to the proptmls contained in 
Your Lordship’s telegram No. 94,(*) and I stated that I was desired by His Excellency 
to inform Your Lordship that the said proposals, at any rate in the fonn on [sic] 


(L ft), iupra, pp. No. 142.] 

(’) [». supra, p. 168, No. 141.] 
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which they were presented, did not meet with the approval of thi' f)a]>tniOHo 

Government. ^ , w tu* a 

On the 27th, I was greatly gratified to receive Your Lordship s tt'h'gram No, .#(>,( j 
stating that the language I had used at the above-quoted interview correctly (^xpienstal 
the views of His Majesty’s Government. . u ■ 

Your Lordship further stated that Art[icle] IV, with regard to the Indian fronfu'r, 
had been recast in deference to Japanese criticism, and for the reasons I had givi^n 
was indispensable; as to the note respecting Treaty Eights, the languagt' might he 
amended, the sole desire of the British Government being that Groat Britain should 
not be compelled to go to war, say, with the United States, in case Japan violated 
established Treaty rights. 

As to Art[icle] VII respecting the sending of ships and land forces, this Your 
Lordship thought was of less importance, and a note might be substituted for it. 

I immediately sent a paraphrase of Your Lordship's telegram to Count Katsurm 
stating that I would be very pleased to oifer any explanations, should he think them 
necessary. His Excellency wrote fixing a meeting for the afternoon of Sunday the 
30th at his private residence. 

On my return from this interview I telegraphed an account of it to Your Lordship 
at some length, and I have little to add to the information ^iven in that telegram 
(No. 180 of yesterday’s date).('‘) The meeting vas mncdi more cordial than the one 
i had with His Excellency on the 25th instant (my telegram No. 178 and despatch 
No. 199 secret of the same date(^) ), on which occasion I could see that a Borious hitch 
had taken place in the progress of negotiations. This cordiality was undoubtedly due to 
Your Lordship’s telegram which I have quoted, and which Count Katsuru said had 
“ considerably cleared up the situation.” 

The set-back in the negotiations was, I think, due to the proposed insertion by 
His Majesty’s Government in Art[icle] III of an assurance on the part of Japaii that the 
measures which she might take in establishing a Protectorate over Korea would not 
infringe the Treaty Eights of other nations, and, still more so, to the fact that when, on 
representations made by the Japanese Government, His Majesty’s Government agreed 
to withdraw this reference; they, the British Government, wished to substitute 
therefor a note to the effect that it is understood that Art[iele] III does not contem- 
plate adoption of measures on the part of Japan in violation of established Treaty 
Eights, and that the Japanese Government would not be entitled to call upon His 
Maj’esty’s Government under the article to come to their assistance in support of such 
measures. 

In my telegram of yesterday’s date, a paraphrase of which I have the honour to 
enclose (^1 1 state the reasons for which I thought these stipulations had been suggested 
at so late a stage of the negotiations, which explanation seemed to satisfy His 
Excellency. I added that I was quite sure that His Majesty’^s Government had no 
intention whatever of implying that the Japanese Government would deliberately 
violate the Treaty Eights of any Power. 

Count Katsura speaking with great earnestness through Mr. Matsui, Chief of 
the Political Bureau, who, on this occasion, as on the last, was interpreter, said that 
though the Japanese Government had no intention whatever of infringing the rights 
of any Power, yet there was a point upon which they must insist. One of the chief 
causes of the present war was the habit of the Emperor of Korea, and of high Korean 
officials, of intriguing with Foreign Powers, and of making arrangements and 
agreements in the most irresponsible manner. This could not be permitted to 
continue ; otherwise all the blood and treasure which Japan had poured out, would 
have been poured out in vain, for at any moment fresh intrigues would take place, 
fresh troubles would arise, and the peace of the Par Bast would never be assured. 

(®) [v, supra, p. 154, No. 143.] 

(^J ft?.' immediately preceding document.] 

/Rv TNot reproduced. It gives n fuller account of the interview described in Tel. No. 178.1 

(®) [Not reprod^iced.] ^ 
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Not only, said His Exoslloncy, do the Korean Govcrninont intrigue \\ith Russia, but 
he would inform me confidentially that, within the past few weeks, they had In^en 
intriguing with .fapan ! — a deputation of high officials, meml^ers of the Korean 
(rovorninenf . having secretly approached Marquis Itn, inviting him to become 
Governor-General, or. as Mr. Matani translated it. “Dictator of Korea.” Count 
Katsura said that, but for the fact that Japan was united and Marquis Ito wae 
entirely in accord with the Government, an awkward aiiiiation might have been 
created, whereas it was only amusing, biit it showed to what lengths the Korean 
Governmenti could go. It was, therefore, absolutely ossentiul. added His R.xcelleney, 
for the j«nic(' of the Far Fjast and the future good (lovoriimcnt of Korea, that the 
Kmperor and the Korean Ministers ahoiild be deprived of their power of causing 
serious mischief. 

When talking of the possible infringemont of ostahlished 'IVtnity Rights, His 
Pixeellency asked me in what way Japan could infringe Tn'uiy rights. T replied that 1 
had heard it mentioned that she might, in Korea, find it coiirsmient to do awiiy with 
Consular jurisdiction, or make such altorations in the Customs Tariff as would tend 
to her fxMiefit, and not to that of otlier Powers. His Kxcellency assured me that 
such measures had not oven been contemplated, and remimk'd me that Japan had. 
after much negotiation, arranged a Customs Tariff with Foreign Powers; also that 
Consular Jurisdiction had been done' away with in .fapan. hut only after long and 
careful consideration and negotiations; slumld Jaimn over find it necessary to resort 
to such changes in Korea. His Majesty’s Coverninont might rest assured that the 
same- careful consideration and negotiation wotild take place with the Powers 
concerned. 

Count Katsura, in conclusion, said that the Japanese Gov('rnm<'nt were drawing 
up further amendments to Your Tjordship’s nwised draft of July Hhli whieh would 
be sent to Viscount Hayashi in the course of a ft'w days. 

I have, itc, 

CLACDE M. MA<-T)ONATd). 


No. MH, 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquem of Lansdowne, 

'm\o, Amjmt 8, 1905. 

F.O. Japan 678. D. 2’86 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 184.) Secret. R. 8-80 p.m. 

My telegram No. 180:(’) New Allianc<’. 

Prime Minister has this morning handed me copy of instructions sent to Japanese 
Representative in London on the evening of Ist August. 

With reference to notes regarding Article III to be exchanged after signature of 
Agreement, said instructions contain the following passage : — 

‘‘Japan has no intention to disregard the Treaty rights of other Powers, 
nor could any such intention be presumed to exist from the wording of the Article. 
She recognizes the binding force of Corea's existing Treaties, 

‘‘In the opinion of the Imperial Government, even the establishment of a 
Protectorate would not ipso facto termiinate TreatiM of other Powers with Corea, 
and if any changes become necessary in regard to those Treaty rights, such changes 
will have to be made only after direct negotiations with the Powers concerned. 
Imperial Government do not therefore see any necessity for the exchange of the 
proposed notes.” Passage ends. 


(') [i>. mpm, pp. 186-7, No, 146.] 
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In face of this most clear and definite declaration, I earnestly hope Uis Majesty s 
Government will not press for exchange of the diplomatic notes. Any insistence on this 
point will create a most deplorable impression here. 

Article IV. — ^Prime Minister has retained this Article in a modified form, which 
will be submitted to your Lordship by the Japanese Minister. Its retention will have 
to be explained to the Privy Council and House of Eepresentatives on account of its 
superfluity, from a Japanese point of view, as they consider this point is sufficiently 
covered by Preamble and Article II. Count Katsura proposes to say that it was retained 
to meet wishes of British Government, or he will give any other reason which your 
Lordship wishes, provided that the reasons given here and to British Parliament are 
the same. 

Japanese Government are unable to agree to the second paragraph of Article VII 
for reasons which Japanese Minister will give to your Lordship, and which appear to me 
sound. Prime Minister said ; Why tie the hands of military and naval experts in time 
of war with political conditions ? 

Count Katsura expressed a very earnest hope that His Majesty’s Government 
would accept the proposal of the Japanese Government, which had been arrived at after 
very serious consideration. 

I do not think that we shall be able to obtain better conditions, and venture to urge 
their acceptance. 


No. 149. 

Viscount Hayashi to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

P.O. Japan 673. 

Dear Marquess Lansdowne, Japanese Legation, August 3, 1906. 

I have forgotten to say that after the insertion of the Article VII the wording of the 
Article Vm viz. “ The present agreement shall, subject to the provisions of the 
preceding Article . . . .” should read “The present Agreement shall subject to the 
Article VT . . . 

I write these lines just to inform your Lordship that I have altered the wording 
as above. 

Yours sincerely, 

TADARTT TIAYARHT. 


No. 150. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDonald. 

F.O. Japan 673. 
fNo. 134.) 

Sir, _ Foreign Office, August, 3. 1905. 

I had an interview with the Japanese Minister to-day after the meeting of the 
Cabinet, and informed him — 

1. That in deference to the views which he had expressed to me on the occasion 
of our last interview, we had re-drafted Article IV, which we proposed should run as 
follows 

“Great Britain having a special interest in all that concerns the security of 
the Indian frontier, Japan recognizes her right to take such measures in the 
proximity of that frontier as she may find necessary for safeguarding her Indian 
possessionfi.” 



Ifil 


Viscount Hayashi told me that he sa^vv no objection to this wording, but that he 
must telegraph it to the Japanese Government. 

2. That in deference to the strong wish expressed by the Japanese Government, 

we were prepared to omit the concluding sentence, beginning, “ It is however 

from Article VIT.fM 

3. That I had repeated to the Cabinet the statement which he had made to me on 
the 2nd instant with regard to the proposed Note dealing with the question of ostablishod 
treaty rights, and that my colloagties were content to accept, as a satisfactory settle- 
ment of the matter, his statement to me that in the view of the Japanese Government 
an attack resulting from an attempt by either of the High Contracting Parties to violate 
established treaty rights would noli be regarded by the Japanese Govornmont as an 
unprovoked attack, or of such a nature as to justify the. Party attacked in calling upon 
the other Party to come to his assistance. 

With regard to the ()uesfion of publication, J said thai, the Cabinet were of opinion 
(hat the publication of the Agreement' at. a moment when the peace negotiations were 
on the point of commencing might bo regarded as an improper and indefensible 
proceeding. The Agreement dealt with some questions which must inevitably come 
before the Plenipotentiai-ies at Wiishingl.on, and the Governments concerned might not 
unreasonably complain if an attempt mm made to dispose of those questions by moans 
of an arrangement such as that, into which we were' about to enter. It is also con- 
ceivable that should the peace negotiations unfortunately prove abortive, the respon- 
sibility for their failure might, if the Agreement were to be revealed at such a. monuuit. 
be thrown upon our shoulders. We were therefore of opinion that, supposing it to bo 
signed within th.fi next few days, the fact of the signature should be k('pt muTet;. We 
could not however contemplate that the knowledge of it should be withheld for an 
indefinite time from the public, and whether the negotiations failed or succeeded it 
would he necessary to publish the Agreement within a reasonable time. It would he 
easy for us to confer as to the date which might be selected for this purpose. 
Viscount Hayashi expressed his personal agreement, and promised to repeat the 
substance of my remarks to the Japanese Government. 

ff am. Ac.! 

HrANBDOWNF,]. 

I’i 1 <■, infni, )>. lOH, N'li. l.Vi, i/nfr (^(.1 


No. 161. 

Tfut Mnrqueas oj Lamtiowne to Sir 0, MacDonald. 

F.O. Japati (i73. 

(No. 187.,) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 8, 1906.’(M 

The Japanese. Minister called upon me to-day and made a statement to the 
following effect with reference to the fourth British draft of the new Anglo-Japanese 
Agreement : — 

The Imperial Government accept the new wording of Article IV as proj^sed by the 
British Government. They understand however that the new wording is preferred 
as being better in point of form, and not because of any essential difference in meaning. 

The Imperial Goversament consent to the proposal that the Agreement should be 
signed at the end of this week. 

They concur in general with the views of the British Government as to the date 
at which the Agreement might be made public, and deem it advisable to hold the 

(>) fAlthougli dated August 8, this despatch wm <9)Tiously not sent until August 9 at earliest.] 
[16942] M 
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publication in abeyance until such time as the two Governments 

the Agreement may be made public without prejudicing the success of the peace 

negotiations about to commence between Japan and Eussia. nViAuld 

* The Imperial Qovenmrenl thought it deeirable that the two 
arrive at a previous understanding with a view to harmonising the 
they may be called upon to make in regard to the scope and character of the 
espLially with regard to Article IH and Article _ IV. It might become ««ce®®ary 
for the Imperial Government to give such explanations to the Japanese 1 nvy Counc 
as soon as the Agreement is published. An early understanding upon the point is 

therefore most deeirable. 

As to these Articles, the Imperial Government will have no hesitation m deelanng, 
with regard to Article III, that they firmly intend to respect the establiaheil treaty 
rights which other Powers possess in Korea. They desire however to refrain from 
making in their declaration any reference to the statement made by me to my 
colleagues to the effect that, in the imaginary ease of a war arising from a violation of 
the established treaty rights of other Powers in Korea hy Japan, that war wouW not 
be regarded as unprovoked. The Imperial Government deem^ it highly ^sirable to 
keep complete silence upon this point, not only owing to considerations affecting the 
domestic politics of Japan herself, but in order to ensure full effectiveness for th(> 


Agreement. x j. 

As to Article IV, the Imperial Government will be prepared if necessary to state 
that any attack made by a third Power, in consequence of measures taken by Great 
Britain in the proximity of the Indian frontier in order to safe^ard her Indian 
Possessions, will be considered by Japan as entirely unprovoked within the meaning of 
Article II, although it is a matter of course that the armed assistance contemplated 
by Article 11 will be rendered exclusively in case of a war in defence s! the territorial 
rights of Great Britain in India, as is already set forth in the same Article. 


I subsequently wrote to Viscount Hayashi 
this despatch. 


a note of which a copy is attached to 

ri am, Ac.] 

TirANSDOWNEl, 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAEB. 
A'p^[rove'\d. — E.R. 


Enclosure in No. 161. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Viscount Hayashi. 

F.O. Japan 673. 

Dear Viscount Hayashi, Foreign Office, August 9, 1906. (“) 

I laid before my colleagues the substance of the memorandum which you were 
good enough to leave with me this morning. His Majesty’s Government do not consider 
that the new wording of Article IV is different in meaning from the Japanese draft. As 
a matter of form, however, we prefer our wording, and we are glad that it is accepted 
by the Imperial Government. 

If convenient to you, I propose that we should sign the Agreement on Saturday 
next, the 12th. 

I am glad to find that the Imperial Government concur with us in believing that 
the publication of the Agreement would, at the present time, be undesirable. When 
more is known of the progress of the peace negotiations, it will be possible for us to 
arrive at a decision ae to the moment for publication. Upon this question it will be 
necessary that we should confer with one another from time to time. 

[Sic. The letter was written on August 8.] 
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With regard to the explanations which the Japanese Government proposes to give 
as to the scope and character of Articles III and IV, llis Majesty’s Government do not 
lake any exception to the statements contained in your memorandum. 

It must of course be clearly understood that it is the actual text of the Agreement 
which is binding upon the parties. Subject to this, we should welcome the declaration 
of the Japanese Government that they firmly intend to respect the established treaty 
rights possessed by other Powers in Korea. It was never our intention that either of 
the Contracting Parties should gratuitously ofi'er any stalroment as to the manner in 
which a violation of the treaty rights of another I'ower by one of the contracting 
Parties might be dealt with. All that we desire is that, should either of us be challenged 
upon this point, we should state that both the Contracting Parties fully recognise the 
sanctity of established treaty rights, and that if an attack should be made upon one of 
the Parties in consequence of a violation of such rights by it, such an attack could not 
be regarded as unprovoked within the meaning of Article II. We have however no 
desire to raise the point. 

As for Article IV, the statetnent embodied in your note appears to us to be a 
legitimate account of the combined effect of Articles IV and TI and of the Preamble of 
the Agreement. 

Allow me to take this opporhinity of offering you my personal ('ongratulations upon 
the successful conclusion of this important negotiation. 


M3NUTK. 


[T have, (fee.] 

L[ANBnOWNTll- 


T agree. 


A. J. B. 

fi : 8 : 1905. 


No. 1ff2. 

The. MnrqucHH of Lansdowuo to Sir C. MacDonald. 

F .0. Japan 673. Foreign Office, August 9, 1906. 

Tel. (No. 100.) D. 6 v.x. 

Your telegram No. 186 (of Bth August: New AUiance}.(‘) 

Japanese Minister communicated yesterday reply of Japanese Government, 

I have proposed that we should sign Agreement on 12th instant, and when more 
is known of progress of ptmee negotiations arrive at decision regarding publication. 

I have informed him that Ilis Majesty's Government do not take exception to 
proposed explanations as to Articles III and IV, and that it must be understood that 't 
is actual text of Agreement which is binding. Subject to this we should welcome 
declaration of intention to respect Treaty rights of other Powers in Corea. It was 
never our intention that either Contracting Party should volunteer statement as to 
mann'er in which violation of such rights should be dealt with. All we desire is that 
i. either be challenged on point we should state that both recognize sanctity of 
established Treaty rights, and that an attack made upon one of them in consequence 
of violation of such nghts could not be regarded as unprovoked within the meaning of 
Article 11. 

(*) [Not reproduced. It reforred to the reply ol the Japanese Government,] 


u 2 


[ 16942 ] 
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No, 153. 

Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 


Tdkid, 11, 1!H)5. 

D. 11 A.M. 

Hi. 1015 A.M, 


F.O. Japan 673. 

Tel. (No. 189.) Secret, 

Your Tel. No. 100. (^) 

Vice Minister for F[oreign] A[ffairB] has been to see me to say Japaneee 
Gov[ernmen]t thoroughly understand and are in accord with wishes of H[ie] 
M[ajesty’s] Gov[ernmen]t as to the explanations to be given, when challenged, of 
Art[icles] 3 and 4. Japanese Minister in London has been authorized by telegraph to 


eign tomorrow. 


f‘) fr. immediately proredinnf dnciiment.] 


No. 154. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. MacDonald. 

F.O, Japan 672. Foreign Office^ August 12, 1906. 

Tel. (No. 101.) Secret. D. 1‘20 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 189 (of 11th inet[ant].)(^) 

Treaty signed today. 

(^) [f, immediately preceding document.] 


No. 155. 

The Anglo-Japanese Agreement of August 12, 1906. 


F.O. Japan 673. 

[ED, NOTE . — The main stages in the framing of the Agreement were as follows : — 

(i.) After some preliminary negotiations between representatives of the two Powers, Viscount 
1902^^^^ P^®®®^ted a draft on May 10, 1905 for the renewal of the Treaty of January 30, 

(ii.) On May 26, 1905 Viscount Hayashi presented a draft of a new Treaty, consequent upon 
an exchange of telegrams on May 18 and 25. 

(iii.) A British Counter-draft was given to Viscount Hayashi by Lord Lansdowne on June 10, 
1905, after several drafts had been considered by the British Cabinet. 

(iv.) On June 28, 1905 Viscount Hayashi presented a revised draft, 

(y.) The second British draft was presented to Viscount Hayashi on July 1, 1905, 

(vi.) To meet the criticisms upon the second British draft communicated by Viscount Hayashi 
on July 14, a third British draft was communicated to him on July io, 1905. 

(yii.) A fourth British draft was communicated on August 8, 1905. 

(viii.) On August 12, the Treaty was signed. 
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The Table below shows the final British Counter-<lraft of June ID, 1906, and the revised Japanese 
draft of June 23, together with the final text. The various stages in the alterations made in the 
drafts are shown in footnotes. The use of italics in the British and J apanese drafts indicates identitv 
of wording with the final text.] 


First British Counter- 
Draft OF June 10, 1905. 

PTzamhk. 

The Qovmvmmts of O-reat 
Britain awl Japan, heiwj 
desiroUH of replaviwj th^ 
Aiji'ccrmni micluded hetivemh 
them 071, the 30th January, 
tBOff hy fruh stipulatiom, 
ha.w (ujreni upon the follow- 
ing AHieh% which ham for 
their object — 

(fi!.) The comolidation 
and nmintCTianee of the 
gcneml peace ui the 
East; 

(h) The presermtion of 
the common interests of vdl 
Powers in Ohim> hy in-- 
snring the independence 
a7ul iTitegrity of the 
ChincM Empire a7ui the 
prmciple of eqiml appow 
tmiities for the vommem 
and indmtry of alt na-^ 
tions in Chirm ; 

{c) The inaintenamm if 
the territorial mte^Tily of 
the Posaensionsof thoCW- 
traeMng Parties in Emtea^n 
and South- Eastern Asiih 
and the tlefence of their 
special rights and in- 
terests in the countries 
in the proximity of such 
Possessions : — Q) 

Article L 

It is agreed that whenmrer, 
in the opinion of either Great 
Britain or Japan, any of the 
mUreMs referred to m the 
preamble of this AgreefneM 
are in jeopardy, the two 
Govemnmds wUl mm/rntmi- 
cak mth am another fully 
and frauMy, and will 


Japanese Revised Draft 
OF June 23, 1905, 

PreamMe, 

The Govcrnnients o/ Japan 
and Great Britain, heuig 
desirou^s of replacing the 
Agreement CMucltaled between 
them on the 30th Jammry, 
1903, by fresh stipulations, 
ham agrml upon (he follow-' 
ing artieJes, which have for 
their object — 

(rf.) 7Vie consolididion 
and mainferiunee of the 
general peace in ike, re- 
gions of Eastern Asia, and 
India ; 

(5) lire preservation of 
the eomnion inUreds of all 
Powers in China hy in- 
su ring the i n dependence 
ami integrity of the 
Chinese Empire and (he 
principle of egual oppor- 
(H 7 ii(ies for the ronnnerce 
and o/ all nar- 

twm in Ckkm ; 

{e) The maiutenamr of 
the territorinl rights of the 
high Oontraeimj Parties 
in the regions if Mantem 
Amu and India, afid the 
defemee of their spemd 
interests in the said re- 
gime: 


Article L 

It is agreed that whmMeT.t 
in the opinion of either Japan 
or Great Britain, any of the 
rights and interests referred 
to m the Preamble of this 
ag7*mne7it are in jeopmdy, 
the two Gmemmmts will 
communicatewith one amthsr 
fully a'ttd frankly, and will 


Final Text. 

Preamble, 

The Governments of 
Great Britain and Japan, 
being desirous of replacing 
the Agreement concluded 
between them on the 30th 
fJanuary, 1902, by fresh 
stipulations, have agreed 
upon the following Arti- 
cles, which have for their 
object — 

(a) The consolidation 
and maintcnaiHH*, of tJie 
general i)oace in the re- 
gions of Eastern Asia and 
of India ; 

{h) The preservation of 
the common interests of 
all Powers in ( liina by in- 
Bnrhig the independence 
and integrity of the 
Chinese Empire ami tlio 
juinciple of equal oppor- 
tunities for the commerce 
and industry of ul! na- 
tions in China ; 

(r) The maintenance of 
the territorial rights of 
Urn High Contracting 
Parties in the regions of 
Eastern Asia and of 
India, and the defence 
of their special interests 
in the said regions 


Article L 

It is agreed that when- 
ever, in the opinion of either 
Great Britain or Japan, any 
of the rights and interests 
referred to in the preamble 
of this Agreement are in 
jeopardy, the two Govern- 
ments will communicate 
with one another fully and 


(i) [Ilia second British draft (July i) adopts the woiding of the JiManesa draft of Juno 23, 
which is retained in the later drafts and is identical wiit the final teacij 

[ 1694-21 « 8 
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side,r in common the meamres 
winch should he taken to safe- 
guard those inter ests.{^) 


Article II . 

If in consequence of hos- 
tilities due to unprovoked 
attack, or aggressive action 
on the pao't of any other 
Power or Powers, the rights 
BTiA special interests of either 
Party mentioned in sec- 
tion (c) of the preamhle 
should be endangered, the 
other Contractmg Party will 
at once come to its assistance, 
and will conduct the war in 
common, and make peace in 
mutual agreement with it.(f) 


consider in common the 
measures which shout d> he 
taken to safeguard those 
menaced rights or interests. 


Article II. 

If hy reason of unpro- 
voked attach, or aggressive 
action on the part of any 
other Power or Powers either 
contracting party should 
become involved in loar in 
defence of its rights or in- 
terests in the regions defined 
in the Preanibte of this 
Agreement, the other con- 
tracting party will at once 
come to the assistance of its 
ally and will conduct the 
war in common, and make 
peace in mutual agreement 
with it. 


frankly, and will cumsider 
in cotninon tlie ineusures 
which should i)e taken to 
safeguard those menaced 
rights or interests. 

Article II. 

If by reason of unpro- 
voked attack or aggressive 
action, wherever arising, on 
the part of any other Power 
or Powers either Contracting 
Party should he involved in 
war in defence of its terri- 
torial rights or special in- 
terests mentioinnl in the 
preamble of this Agreement, 
the other Contracting Party 
will at once come to the 
assistance of its ally, and 
will conduct the war in 
common, and make peace in 
mutual agreement with it- 


Artigle III. 

The right of Japan to 
take such measures as she 
may deem right and neces- 
sary in order to safeguard 
her special political, mili- 
tary, and economical in- 
terests in Corea is fully re- 
cognized by Great Britain, 
provided always that such 
measures do not infringe the 
'principle of equal oppor- 
tunities for the commerce and 
industries) of all natio7is.{^) 


Article III. 

J apan posssesing special 
paramount political, mili- 
tary and economic mterests 
in Corea Great Britain re- 
cognizes the right of Japan 
to take such measures of 
guidance, control and pro- 
tection in Corea as she may 
deem proper and necessary to 
safeguard and advance those 
interests, provided always 
that such measures do not 
infringe the principle of 
equal opportunities for the 
commerce and industry of all 
nations. 


Article 111. 

Japan possessing para- 
mount political, mihtarv, 
and economic interests m 
Corea, Great Britain re- 
cognizes the right of Japan 
to take such measures of 
guidance, control^ and pro- 
tection in Corea as she may 
deem proper and necessary 
to safeguard and advance 
those interests, provided 
always that such measures 
are not contrary bo rhe 
principle of equal oppor- 
tunities for the commerce 
and industry of all nations. 


Article IV. 

Japan, on the other 
hand, equally recognizes the 


[No such clause.] 


Article IV. 

Great Britain having a 
special interest in all that 


P [The secend British draft (July 1) adopts the wording of the JapancRe draft of Jun« Vft 
which IS retained m the later drafts and is identical with tlie final text 1 

n [The second British draft (July 1) is identical with the final te^tt, e«opt that it has 
special interests m the regions mentioned” instead of “special intorests ” -I'u 

third British draft (July 19) is identical with the final text ] mentioned. Iho 

(“) [The second British draft (July 1) adopts the wording of the Japanese revised draft of 
June 23 except that it ends provided always that such measures do not infringe the Satv 
rights of other nations or principle of equal opportunities for their commerce and industrv ” ^ 



(Special interests of Great 
Britain in the regions adja- 
cent to the Indzan frontier 
and her right to take snch 
meamres as she may deem 
proper and necesmry in 
order to safeguard those 
interests.('*) 

Article V. 

The High Contracting 
Parties agree that neither of 
ihon %vUl^ loitkort consulting 
the other, enter into se'parate 
(irra ngemeMs with anoth e r 
Power to the prejudice of the 
interests above d€scrihcd,{^) 


Article VTI. 


Notes. 

( 0 .) 

Subject to tlu* above 
obligation, the mulitimiH 
which imned 

tarm shall he aforded by 
either Power to the other 
in the (drminMmm men^ 


Auticlk IV. 

The high contracting 
parties agree that neither of 
them will, %oithout consulting 
the other, enter into separaie 
arrangemenis with a n oth er 
Power to the prejudice of the 
inteiests deserihed in the 
Preamble of this agreenunL 


Article V. 


Notes, 

(H.) 

The aaiditiom uivder 
wh ivh armed amistaiice 
shall be afforded by either 
Power to the other in the 
cirmmmtanGfs tumtioned in 
the agreement signed this 


concerns the security of the 
Indian frontier, Japan re- 
cognizes her light to take 
such measures in the proxi- 
mity of that frontier as she 
may find necessary for safe- 
guarding her Indian pos- 
sessions. 


Article V. 

The High Contracting 
Parties agree that neither 
of them will, without con- 
suiting the other, enter into 
separate arrangements with 
another Power to the pre- 
judice of the objects de- 
scribed in the preamble of 
this Agreement. 

Artkjle VL 

Ah regards the present 
war between Japan and 
Eusaia, Great Britain will 
continue to maintain strict 
neutrality unless some otlier 
Power or Powers should join 
in hostilities against Japan, 
in which case Great Britain 
will come to the assistance of 
Japan, and will conduct tlie 
war in common, and make 
peace in mutual agreement 
with Japan. 


Aetiolb VI L 

The conditions under 
which armed assistance 
shall be afforded by either 
Power to the other in the 
circumstances mentioned in 
the present Agreement, and 


As regards the present 
war between Jajnin and 
Russia., Great Britain will 
continues to maintain strict 
neutrality anlm some other 
Power or Powers slwidd join 
in hostilities agahut Japan, 
in which mm Great liritain 
will come to the aMistance of 
Japan, will conduct the 
war in common, and 7mke 
peace in mutual agreement 
with Japan .{^) 


As regards the present 
war between Japan and 
Ihmia, Great Brilnin will 
cmitinue to maintain strict 
nmirality unless some ot/u*r 
Power or Powers should johi 
in hostilities agahut Japan, 
in which case Great Britain 
mil amu to the amisiance of 
Japan, aiul will conduce! the 
war in common, mul mike 
peace In mutual agreement 
with Jajnn. 


(4) [The second British draft (July 1} hm wordiag identical with the first British draft except 
that it omits “ on the other Mnd, equally ” and subsMtutes “ in proximity to for ** adjacent tod’ 
The turd British draft (July 19) is idenUoai with the first, except that it omits on the other 
hand, equallyd' substitutes in , all that concerns the security of the Indian fmntitr ” for ** in the 
regions . , . • frontier,’* has “ In the proximity of that frontier ** after ’* measurus,’* and ** find 
necessary ” for deem proper and necessary,’^ and ** for safeguarding her Indian possessions ” 
for “ in order to safeguard those interests/* 

The fourth British draft (August 8) is identical wifir the final text] 

(*) [The second and later British drafts (July I, eto.) lue identical in wording with the 
final text.] 

(«) [In the second British draft (July 1) and third British draft (July |9) this is Article VL] 
[ 16942 ] M 4 



168 


tioned in the AgreeQuent 
signed this day, and the 
means hj lohioh such assis- 
tance is to he made avail- 
able, laill he arranged hy 
the Naval and Military 
authorities of the Con- 
tracting Parties, who will 
from time to time consult 
one another fully and freely 
upon all questions of mutual 
interest. if) 

Article VL 

The present Agreement 
shall ^ subject to the provi- 
sions of Article VII, come 
into effect immediately after 
the date of its signature^ and 
remain in force for ten years 
i^rom that date. 

In case neither of the 
High Contracting Parties 
should have notified twelve 
months before the expiration 
of the said ten years the 
intention of terminating it, 
it shall remain binding until 
the eoopiration of one year 
from the day on which either 
of the High Contracting 
Pojrtics shall have d>enounced 
it. But if, when the date 
fixed for its expiration 
arrives, either ally is actually 
engaged in war^ the alliance 
shall, ipso facto, continue 
until peace is condudedSf) 


day and the means by 
which such assistance is to 
be made available, will he 
arranged by the naval and 
military authorities of the 
contracting Parties, who 
will from time to time con- 
sult one another fully and 
freely upon all questions of 
mutual interests. 


Article VI. 

The present agreement 
shall, subject to the provi- 
sions of the preceding 
Article, come into effect im- 
mediately after the date of 
its signature, and remain in 
force for ten years from that 
date. 

In case neither of the 
high contracting parties 
should have notijicd twelve 
months before the expiration 
of the said ten years the 
intention of terminating it, 
it shall remain binding until 
the expiration of one year 
from the day on which either 
of the high contracting 
parties shall have denounced 
it But if, when the date 
fixed for its expiration 
arrives either ally is actually 
engaged^ in war, the alliance 
shall, ipso facto, continue 
until peace w concluded. 


the means by wliitjh such 
assistance is to be made 
available, will be arranged 
by the Naval ami Military 
authorities of the (Joutract- 
ing Parties, wIkj will from 
time to time consult one 
another fully and freely 
upon all tpiestionsof mutual 
interest. 


Article VI H. 

The present Agreement 
shall, subject to tihe provi- 
sions of Article VI, come 
into ellect immediately after 
the date of its signature, 
and remain in force for ten 
years from that date. 

In case neither of the 
High Contracting Parties 
should have notitied twelve 
mouths before the expira- 
tion of the said ten years 
the intention of terminating 
it, it shall remain binding 
until the expiration of one 
year from llie day on which 
either of the High Con- 
tracting Parties shall have 
denounced it. But if, when 
the date fixed for its expira- 
tion arrives, either ally is 
actually engaged in war, 
the alliance shall, ipso fado^ 
continue until peace is con- 
cluded. 


In faith whereof the 
Undersigned, duly autho- 
rized by their respective 
Governments, have signed 


wording with Artick* VIX of the 

The third Litish draft (JuW9) ha^afS VII 
except that it adds the folWmg : "It is however ^nderat^® 

Hhall not include any obligation on the part of ^ mcaaurea agreed upon 

P«^.e .< .fain/ .i.n„ K to' ffS' "‘f lo'S. 

Britain to send troops to the Par Bast for the purpose of affniJino ryfrl 

op. Note D of July 1, injra, note (“) ^ ^ ahoiding military assistance to Japan " 

mIC 'to"”"'/ “ "T'“f “-i 

June 23, as is that of July 19. It is^rticle VII in the Japanaae draft of 

that of July 19. In the fourth British draft it is identical with the tod te’xt*T “ 
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this Agreement and have 
affixed thereto their Seals. 

Done in duplicate at 
London, the 12th day of 
August, 1905. 

(L.S.) 

LANSDOWNE 

ffin Britannic Mcvjesiy's 
Prmyijpal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairt^, 

(L.S.) 

TADASIJ HAY A SHI 

Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minider Plenipotentiary 
of Idis Mafdy the Em- 
peror of Japan ai the 
Court of St » Janm. 


(A.) 

After the conclusion of 
the present war, each of 
the Contracting Parties will 
endeavour tu maintain at 
all times available for con- 
centration in the waters of 
the Ear East a naval forct^ 
superior in strength to that 
of any European l^owcr in 
those seas.(®) 


(A.) 

Eacli of the contracting 
parties will einleavour to 
maintain at all times avail- 
able for coummtration in 
the waters of the Far East 
a naval force suporit^r in 
strength to that of my 
European I^wer in those 
seas. 


[No such cAausiu] 


( 11 ) 

It is {agreed that 
will, in the event oftfwar, 
provide and maintain a 
force which shall be equal 
to the force of British 
troops from time to time in 
India up to a limit of 
, 000 .('«^) 

(•) [The second British draft (July 1) adopts the wording of toe Japanese draft of June 
There is no such clause in the third and fourth British drafts.] 

(*®) [The feoond British draft (July 1) is identical in wording with the first, exi'opt that it 
omits “ provide and/’ has “ available for service in India ** after the first forot*,’' substitutes 
‘not less toan ** for “equal to/* and “maintained from time to time in that country** for 
* from time to time .... ,000.“ 

The second British draft has an additional Note 

0 , 

It is, however, agreed that Japan shall not bo bound to send ships out of Asiatic waters for 
toe purpose of afiording naval assistance to Great BritiOn, and that Great Britain shall not be hound 
ijo send troops to toe Far East for the purpose of affording military assistance to Japan. 

There is no such clause in toe third smd fourth British drafts.] 
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No. 156. 

The Marquess of Lansdowrie to Sir G, MacDouald, 

F.O. Japan 672. Foreign Office, Avgmt 12. 1905. 

Tel. ‘ (No. 102.) 

Secret. Your tel[egram] No. 191 (of 11th inst [ant] ).(")_ -j v - j 

Prime Minister may rest assured that we shall spare no pains to avoid being drawn 
irto any statement which might impair ■usefulness of alliance. 

(^) [Not reproduDod. It states the hope of the Japanese Governmont that a situation which 
would necessitate the statement given in the last paragraph of Lord Lansdowno 8^ telegram 
No. 100 supra, p. 163, No. 152), may he avoided, as it might impair the ilTfctivimcHs of 
alliance for peace.”] 


No. 157. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdoumc. 

LenoXf August 12, 1905, 

F.O. Japan 672. D. 2 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 87.) B. 9^80 p.m. 

Your tel. No. 101 to Sir 0. MacDonald. (^) 

When you think it desirable that I should inform President please telegraph in 
that sense. 


1 presume soon? 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 


(^) [u. supraj p. 164, No. 154.] 


E.R. 


No. 158. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir M. Durand. 

F.O. Japan 672. Foreign Office, August 16, 1906. 

Tel. (No. 116.) D. 7 p.u. 

Your Tel[6gram] No. 87. 

I am most anxious to show the President that we trust him completely, but can 
we be quite sure that the secret would he kept. I must leave it to your discretion to 
decide whether you can safely impart this important intelligence to him for his pertKmai 
information only and under pledge of absolute secrecy. 


No. 159. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

St. Petershurgh, September 2, 1906. 
F.O. Japan 672. D. 4 20 i-.m. 

Tel. (No. 161.) Secret. B. g p.m. 

My private letter of Aug[u6L] 16. 

I think that it would be politic and would produce a good ejEEect if before the 
publication of the Anglo- Japanese Treaty I were authorized to communicate its text 
to the Bussian Gov[ernmen]t with an assurance of its unaggressive and purely 
defensive intent. I should like to he able at the same time to express the desire on 
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the part of Y[our] L[ord8hip] to resume the i)e}j;otjations for an Agreement which 
were interrupled by the war. 1 anticipate that such an offer would receive a warm 
welcome since even ypste.rda.y in reply to my cougnitulatioiis, 1 received a private note 
from G[oun]t LamsdorIT in which he said “ I hope also that peace will aid powerfully 
our otforts fending to a loyal and sinceiv ntpprochcmciU of our countries and that 
nothing should prevent an understanding for their reciprocal good.” 

MINUTH. 

I had aiitioipatod this suggestion, u. also iny privuta letter to him in the pouch which left 
thi.s Illuming; and ui.y telugnun, (cojiy sunt humwith).( ') 

Ij. 

(')[r. in/ra, (i. 172. Nn. 11)4, iinii Hd. 


No. KiO. 

The MiirqiteHS u] Ldiimlownr. to Sir K. Ihirmiiiloo. 

F.O. Japan 

My doar Eric, Dcnceii., S(' 2 )li-mhcr 2, 1!10{5. 

I wish w»' hud thought a little earlier in the day of the reaKsiuing despatch 
which 1 am to write to Hanlinge and Bertie iiboiit the new Treaty. 

Heri' r am without a blessed document to work upon and obliged to trust to my bad 
memory. 

The enclosed draft is only a rough outline. I have kept a copy and will touch it up 
as soon as I receive the necessary papers from you. and tire olJict' must also do what it 
can to lick the draft into shape. 

Your original suggestion that we should not publish otiicially until the Treaty has 
been signed, was, I think, sound, and some days will no doubt pass bidon- that event 
takes place. 

Meanwhile 1 gather from yestorday’s Irish papers that ljt)ndon papers huv(' 
virtually got the whole thing. This rather forcos our hand, but 1 don't kimw that it 
much matters, or obliges us to publish prematurely. 

The reassuring despatch ought to be seen by Balfour, and we must send it to him 
as soon as we possibly can. 

You can at the proper moment telegraph to I’onsonby that wo intend to publish, 
and also to communicate the new Treaty to Powers with a few reassuring explanations, 
r don’t think H.M. will want to see the text. 

I should say that the despatch might l)e a circular to all the Great Powers— 
what does the office think. 

Y[our]8, 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 


No. 161. 

Sir E. Barrington to Vigemnt HayoBhi. 

P.O. Japan 672. 

Doar Viscount Hayashi, Septomber 2, 1306. 

I hear this morning from Lord Lansdownet’) that he thinks it would be better to 
wait until the Treaty of Peace is signed, before publishing the Anglo-Japanose Treaty ; 
so there is no question of hurry about its publication. 

Yfourls v[eryj sinoerely, 

B[AKEIKGTON]. 

(*) [v. immediately prewdiag document.] 
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No. 162. 

The Marquess of Lansdoume to Mr. Campbell. 

F.O. Japan 672. „ , „ 

Mr. Campbell, Derreen, Sopfomher 8, L)0.>. 

I think the best plan will be that we should communicate an advance copy ot the 
new agreement to (1) Eussia, (2j France, (8) the U[nited] S[tates]. 

I am rather in the dark as to the probable date of publication. ^ We ought not 
I think to publish until the Treaty of Portsmouth has been signed. This cannot be for 
a few days. Meanwhile, as soon as the draft circular has been settled, we can send it to 
Hardinge, Bertie and Durand to be communic[ate]d the moment we instruct them 
to do so. 

LfANKDOWNK]. 


No. 16 B. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Camphell. 

Derrecf7i, Scplcm}}ar 4, 1005. 

F.O. Japan 672. D. 1150 a.m 

Tel ^ E.’ 12*22 o.M. 

We might add to my draft a paragraph authorizing the Ambassador to intimaO' 
that there are no secret articles. 


No. 164. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Hardinge, 

F.O. Japan 672.(^) Foreign Office, SepUmher 4, 1905. 

Tel (No. 334.) D. 7 P.M. 

Your telegram No. 161, Secret. (^) 

I entirely agree. I had already written to you suggesting that text of Treaty 
should be communicated to the Eussian Government, together with explanatory 
despatch, before publication. 

I had also written to you privately in the same sense. 

(^) [Also in F.O. Embassy Archives, Russia, 181/849; endorsed R. September 5.] 

(*) [tJ. auprcL, pp. 170-1, No. 150.] 


\ED NOTE. Lord Newton has shown the Editors the draft of this private Icttur. It iiu’i’ulv 
states that Russia should not be offended at the renewal of the Anglo-Japanoso Alliance wliich hall 
no aggressive purpose, and that England could work with Russia for the good of the civilisod world, 
“ as we are doing at this moment in Macedonia and in Crete,” m other directionK as well. 

A similar personal letter was written to Count Benckendorff on the 4th. Tt reachtal lurn on 
the 8th, with a copy of the renewed Anglo- Japanese Alliance, which was thus sent to him before 
publication.] 
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No. 1B5, 

Mr. Cawfhell to the Marqwss of Lar\sdo^me.{^) 

F.O. Japan 672. 

'TeL Foreign Offi,ce, September 5, 1905. 

T would only Biiggost omission in para^^rraph] 7 of draft of words “ as well as from 
chronic misgovernraent/’ They seem hardly necoBsary and will hurt feelings of Korea. 

As regards addition of paragraph stating there are no secret Articles, this might, 
I think, be a separate instruction and not published. Otherwise on future occasions 
abaen(‘e of such a statement may give rise to comment. 


[KD. iV077*/.— The? ftdiovving despatch is a print<‘d (‘opy datt‘d September 6, from F.O. 
Hmbum' Archives, Framsi*, J-tiFaHH?. It wan sent imsigntnl io Sir h\ Urrtit' iu tliiK farm on tin- 
7th, and in bin deRpatch to |j<a'd Laundowtie td S«'pl,<‘Uiber 0 (No. 3^0), Sir h\ Bt*rti(‘ acknowledgis 
its receipt on the Hth, and Ha>s he eoiinmmieatH*d it to M. Utaivita’ the same evetiiag. 

As win be nem b(duw in No. iOH Ford liunsdowne made an additirm and tu)rn'eti(m tn this 
No, 160 by telegram on September B, viz., tnlding and ** before its inability to stand aloms” 
and dehding “and tln^ danger arising fnan its weakncRH.'' Sir F. Jiertic* na-eivt-d thiH bdegram 
at 4*80 i‘,M. on the Bth* and montionH in hiu deHpabdi the Ulh that* hi' got AI. Kouvier to 

make the corrections hinim'lf on the Hth. Thf‘ te'jct. of No. UHl heri' following is therefore a printed 
copy giving the version r('eeived by Sir F. Bertie on the Htli. The Rubsi'quent correethms were 
made in ink on the copy in aoeordancM' v^dth tin* directions given in No. 16B. 

Thia copy omits Indh the paHsage about “ geographieal limilH (a. noiv F) below and (^) 
on p. 174) and also that about “ chronic miwgtm-rninent’ *’ (e. notr ('■*) on p. 174). Tt in 
probably tha same aa that aent the same day U) Sir Oharh'H liardinga, but this alHo has pmnlujd 
or been lost. The final version sent to Sir F, Bertie with all the cori’cctiona ernlxKlii'd in it, 


(*) [As shewn above (No. 160) the flr^t drult of the tjespaUdi ri'femal to in this ti'legmrn was 
Bent by fjord L-anadowne from Darreen on H(‘ptember 2, A ri'viatMl form wan Hi»nt by him on the 
{Jrd and reached the Foreign Ofhee by tin* fith. As Hi*en here Mr. Fain}»bell then projHiHed to onut 
the phraaa “ as wall an from chronic mbgovariurient,'’ wdiieh Iwird lianwlowne hail aMHentad by 
the 6th. On the previous day, the 6tiu however. Mr. Campliell wrote? privately to Hir UharlcH 
Hardiuge, sending him by bag a copy of the dcHpttti-h explaining that “ it is not ftnally settltKlF* 
It is rather difiScult to know what tliis copy coniainod, h» tlti* ilnift in F.<K Japan H72 is confused, 
and the Embassy Arehives, Bussia, F.O. 181 /H4U, are damaged and thU despatch with many other 
papers is missing, But an explanatory private telegram by Mr. (’amphell has been pmsprvt*d, 
cancelling a paragraph of tha draft. 

Mr. OampbsU ia Sir 0. Hardinge. 

Embassy Archives Bussia. 

P.O. 181/84^, Foreign Office^ B. September 7, 1905, 

(IJnrhUMbered.) K, 8, 1905. 

I sent you by bag copy of explanatory despfateh] about Anglo-Japanese Agreement for 
communication to Efussianj G[overnment], 

Ivord Lansdowna now telegraphs to me that paragraph 6 oommenoing ** the^ geographical 
and ending “ Contracting Parties themsaives *' is to be omitted and that with this omission the 
despatch may be issued at once. 

He also directs that the dasp[atoh] be published on Monday provided we are sure that it 
will before then have been communicated to Efussian] Gfovernmant], 

Please therefore make the communioation with above omission and telegraph at once when 
vou have done so* We will not publish until w© r#*eeive your telegram. Signed copy wit! be 
sent to you on Saturday by post. 

The full text of the passage thus desired to be omitted Is here printed in italics (it originally 
came before the word Article HI in the text in No. 166) : The geographical Imih within 
which such co-^operaiion may take place and the nature of fhai eo^opemtion are qm$Hom that 
mmt be for the deemon of the GontraoUng Paftiee ihemselme,*' 

The copy of the despatesh referred to in the above telegram was oommimicatod to C^unt 
Ijamsdorf by Sir 0. Hardinge on tb© 8th; the later amendments, described In No. IBS, infra. 
p. 175, were* not added uni^l the Sih.] 
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and signed by Lord Lansdowne, is in the Embassy volume. It is identical with the text followed 
in No. 166 except that the corrections required by the telegram of the 8th arc entered on it. 

The despatch, with the text uf the Treaty, was publisher! on September 27, 1005. They are 
not in A. & P. 1905 but in A. & P. (1906), CXXXVI, [CiL 2690), pp. 313-8. They are also both 
in P F 3.P., Vol. 98, (1909), pp. 136-40.] 

No. 166. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir F. Bertie. (^) 

F.O. Embassy Archives, France, 146/3837. 

(No. 588.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Sejotemher 6, 1905. 

I inclose, for Your Excellency’s information, a copy of a new Agroeniont 
concluded between His Majesty’s Government and that of Japan in substitution for 
that of the 30th January, 1902. You will take an early opportunity of communicating 
the new Agreement to the French Government. 

It was signed on the 12th August, and you will explain that it would have been 
immediately made public but for the fact that negotiations had at that time already 
commenced between Eussia and Japan, and that the publication of such a document 
whilst those negotiations were still in progress would obviously have been improper 
and inopportune. 

The Euesian Government will, I trust, recognise that the new Agreement is an 
international instrument to which no exception can be taken by any of the Powers 
interested in the affaire of the Far East. You should call special attention to the 
objects mentioned in the preamble as those by which the policy of the Contracting' 
Parties is inspired. His Majesty’s Government believe that they may count upon 
the good-will and support of all the Powers in endeavouring to maintain peace in 
Eastern Asia, and in seeking to uphold the integrity and independence of the Chinese 
Empire and the principle of equal opportunities for the commerce and industry of all 
nations in that country. 

On the other hand, the special interests of the Contracting Parties are of a kind 
upon which they are fully entitled to insist, and the announcement that those interests 
must be safeguarded is one which can create no surprise, and need give rise to no 
misgivings. 

I call your especial attention to the wording of Article II, which lays down distinctly 
that it is only in the case of an unprovoked attack made on one of the Contracting 
Parties by another Power or Powers, and when that Party is defending its territorial 
rights and special interests from aggressive action, that the other Party is bound to 
come to its assistance. (^) 

Article III, dealing with the question of Corea, is deserving of especial attention* 
It recognizes in the clearest terms the paramount position which Japan at this moment 
occupies and must henceforth occupy in Corea, and her right to take any measures 
which she may find necessary for the protection of her political, military and economic 
interests in that country. It is, however, expressly provided that such measures must 
not be contrary to the principle of equal opportunities for the commerce and industry 
of other nations. The new Treaty no doubt differs at this point conspicuously from 
that of 1902. It has, however, become evident that Corea, owing to its cloee proximity 
to the Japanese Empire, its inability to stand alone, and the danger arising from its 
weakness, (^) must fall under the control and tutelage of Japan. 

(1) [Also to Sir C. Hardings as No. 251.] 

. pajagraph beginning The geographical limits referred to above in the note 

to No. 165 came here in the first draft sent to Sir 0. Hardinge on the 5th. It was cancelled 
as the result of a suggestion from Mr. Balfour. On September 0, Mr. Campbell telegraphed to 
liorl Lansdowne “ Prime Minister entirely approves draft, except that he wishes to omit 
paragraph six. ] 

C) [In Lord Lansdowne ’s draft of September 8 the words ** as well as from chronic nolsgovem* 
ment ’ occurred here. They were deleted before the draft was sent to Sir C. Hardinge m 
result of an exchange of telegranas between Lord Lansdowne and Mr. Campbell (v, supra, p. 17$, 
No. 105). For the further deletion of the words “ and the danger arising from its weakness/’ 
V. infra, p. 176, No. 168-] o o » 
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TTi'b Majesty’s Government observe with satisfaction that this point was readily 
conceded l\y Russia in the Treaty of Peace recently concluded with Japan, and they 
have every reason to believe that similar views are held by other Powers with regard 
to the relations which should subsist between lapan and Corea. 

Ifis IMajesty’a Government venture to anticipate that the Alliance thus 
concluded, designed as it is with objects which are purely peaceful and for the protection 
of rights and interests the validity of which cannot he contested, will be regarded witli 
approval by the Government to which you are accredited. They are justified in 
believing that its conclusion may not have been without effect in facilitating the 
settleniont by which f he war has been so happily brought to an end, and they earnestly 
trust that it may, for many years to come, b(', instrumental in securing the peace of the 
world in those regions which come within its scope. 

[I am. Ac. 

LANSDOWNE-l 


No. Ifi7. 

!^ir K. Harrinijtnn to Vincourit Hai/ashi. 

P.O. Japan 572. 

My dear Minister, Foreign Office, Septemhcr 7, 1905. 

Lord Lansdowne wishes me to let you know tliat our Ambassadors at 
St. Petersburg!! and Paris will bo iTistructed to communicate advance copies of the 
Anglo-Japanese Agreement to the Governments concerned in the course of to-morrow. 
We propose to publish it in all newspapers on Monday morning. This will I hope 
meet the views of the Japanese Government. 

T am, Ac. 

EBTG BABRTNGTON. 


No. m. 

Mr. Campbell to Sir F. Bertie and Sir C. Hardinge. 

P.O. Japan 672. Foreign Office, September 8, 1906. 

Tel, D. 1 P,M. 

Lord Lansdowne’s despatch respecting Anglo-Japanese Agreement.C*) 

In paragraph 6 beginning “ Article 8 ” Lord Lansdowne wishes words " and the 
danger arising from its wealmess” omitted, and word “and" inserted before "its 
inability.” 

(’) [v. BUpra, pp. 178-4, Kd. note, and No. 16fi, note (*).] 


No. 169. 

The Marquees of Lanedowne to Sir F. Bertie. (*) 

P.O. Japan 672. Foreign OMee, September 8, 1906. 

Tel (No. 116.) D. 1'16 p.m. . 

My despatch No. 688 of Septjember] 6. Anglo-Japanese Agreement*. 

You can state that Agreement is complete as it stands and that there are no secret 
articles or notes attached to it. 


(‘) [AIbo to Sir C, Hardiage m No. 
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No. 170. 


Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowtie. 


St, Petershurgh, September 8, 1905 
D. 7*30 i\M. 
B. 9*80 iMMt. 


P.O. Japan 672. 

Tel (No, 168.) 

Your despatch No. 251. 

I communicated to Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day copy of your despatch* and 
gave him the text of the Anglo- Japanese Agreement. I read to him at the samo time 
some extracts from your private letter of 4th September, (^) and did my utmost to 
reassure him as to the absolute sincerity of His Majesty’s Government in their desire 
to live on friendly terms with Eussia and in their harbouring no aggressive designs 
against her. 

Count Lamsdorff did not read Treaty in my presence, and abstained from any 
comments of its contents, but he thanked me warmly for communicating the text 
of the Treaty, which he said he would transmit to the Fjmperor without delay. He 
reiterated his desire for friendly relations between England and Eussia, but remarked 
that there were certain people who wished to prevent them, and that a certain personage 
had already been to him to point out that Treaty was directed against Eussia with 
hostile intent. 

I conclude that he referred to the German Ambassador. I remarked that T felt 
certain that, after 8 tud 3 dng the terms of the Treaty and the explanatory despatch 
which I had communicated to him, he would be convinced of the pacific intentions of 
His Majesty’s Government and of their most earnest desire for the maintenance of 
peace throughout the world. 


(^) fi;. supra, p. 172, Ed, note.] 


No. 171. 

Sir F, Bertie to the Marquess of Lansdowne, 

Paris, September 8, 1905* 

F.O. Japan 672. • D. 8 p.m. 

Tel (No. 58.) B. 9*30 p.m. 

Anglo- Japanese Agreement. 

I carried out this evening instructions contained in your despatch No, 68$ and your 
telegrams Nos. 116(^) and 117. (^) Minister for Foreign Affairs promised to treat 
communications as secret. He said that he did not see anything ih the Agreement to 
which France could take exception. He remarked that with regard to Article 2, that 
’ unprovoked attack” might be difi&cult to interpret in some cases. 

He noticed the omission of any mention of Persia, press having stated that it 
was covered by Agreement. He did not suppose that Eussia would like Agreement. 
On my suggesting that there was nothing hostile to Eussia unless she desired to disturb 
us in India, and that perhaps existence of Agreement might help to facilitate matters 
in discussion between Eussian and British Governments, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
said that French Government would be very glad if they could be of service in bringing 
the two Governments together, and that he thought that on the whole Eussia would 
perhaps see not so very much to object to. 

(1) [i;. supra, pp. 174^5, No. 166, and p. 175, No. 169.] 

(^) [Not reprodiicocL] 
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No. 172 (a). 

Sir F. Bertie to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Japan. 672. 

(No. 333.) Confidential. Paris, D. September 9, 1905. 

My Lord, E. September 12, 1905. 

I had the honour to receive yesterday the despatch of the sixth instant, in which 
your Lordship forwarded to me a copy of the new agreement concluded between his 
Majesty’s Government and that of Japan, and gave mo directions as to the explanations 
and observations by which the communication of the agreement to the French Govern- 
ment was to be accompanied. 

I had an interview with the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday evening for 
the purpose of carrying out your Lordship’s instructions. 

I found that M. Eouvier had just recicived from the French Embassy in London 
French translations of a letter from your Lordship to the Ambassador, of the agreement, 
and of your despatch to me. ITis Excellency therefore road out the French translations 
of the despatch and the agreement, whilst 1 hold tho original text received from your 
Lordship. 

At my request M. Eouvier struck out of the French translation the rendering 
of the words which your Lordship’s lologram of tlu* 8th instant had directed me to 
remove from your despatch, viz., “ and the danger arising from its wonkness.” 

Ilis Excellency had lauai led from newspaper statemenls to suppose that Persia 
would be mentioned in tho agreement, and on this point I reminded him that the 
policy of his Majesty’s Government in regard to that country was well known from 
the statements made in Parliament by your Lordship. 

The only criticism which M. Eouvier made on tho text of the agreement was 
that “unprovoked attack ’’ in article 2 might be difficult to interpret in some cases. 

His Excellency asked me to thank your Lordship for the communication which 
you had directed me to make to him. He said that he did not see anything in the 
agreement to which France could take oxcoptiou : that Eussia could not ho expected 
to like it; and on my suggostiiig that there was nothing in it hostile to her unless she 
desired to disturb us in India, and that it might even help to simplify mattorB in 
discussion between the Eussinn and British Governments, M. Eouvier said that the 
French Government would be very glad indeed if they could be of service in bringing 
the two Governments together. Finally he said that perhaps, on the whole, Russia 
might not see so much to object to. 

I gave to his FiXcellency the assurance desired by your Lordship’s telegram 
No. 116 of yesterday that the agreement is complete as it stands and that there 
are no secret articles or notes attached to it. 

I left with M. Eouvier copies of your Lordship’s despatch and the agreement. 
T told him that the date of publication had not yet been settled, and he promised to 
treat the documents as secret. 

I have, &c. 

FEANCIS BIETIE. 


[16942] 


V 



178 


No. 172 (b). 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.i^) 

F.O. Embassy Archives, Russia, 181/857. 

(No. 536.) Confidential, 

My Lord, St. Petershurgh, Sejptemher 9, 1905. 

Immediately upon tlie receipt of Mr. Campbell’s tel[egram] of the 7th iiiRt[ant](®) 
requesting me to commun[icat]e at once to C[oun]t Lamsdorlf the text of the Anglo- 
Japanese Agreement together with the explanatory desp[atcli] which 1 had received 
yesterday morning by hag messenger, the o mi ssio B ei para gFugb y 

I called upon H[i3] E[xcellency] and comm[unicate]d to him the text of both docuraents. 
I read to him at the same time a few sentences from Y[our] L[c)rdship]’s private letter 
to me of the 4th Sept[ember](=^) which I thought particularly fitting to the occasion and 
likely to convince him of Y[oiir] L[ordship]'s friendly intentions and of the very sincere 
desire of H[is] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] to maintain harmonious relations with Russia 
in Asia and elsewhere. 

I rlrew C[oun]t Lamsdorff's special attention to the objects of the Agreement as set 
forth in the preamble and while main remarking that the prt‘8ervation of 

peace and of the principle of the open door were motives which I felt certain would 
appeal to the Russian Gov[ernnien]t as being in accordance with their own aims, 
the maintenance of the territorial rights of Great Britain and Japan, and thew* 
defence of their special interests in Eastern Asia and India could only be regarded as an 
insurance of their possessions and rights against unprovoked aggression as was clearly 
shown by the text of the agreement, and constituted a measure which every far-seeing 
Gov[ernmeu]t would be justified in taking to secure the peaceful enjoyment of their 
rights and privileges without harbouring any aggressive designs against a third or other 
Powers. The oen y ietio B belief of H[is] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] that the eji i ete ne e 
conclusion of this agreement may not have been without effect in facilitating a 
settlement of the war now happily closed should be an additional reason to cause the 
R[ussian] Gov[ernitien]t to view its existence with satisfaction and the fact 

that the policy of H[is] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] and that of the Mikado would in 
future be homogeneous should be regarded as a guarantee against any ideas, aucli as had 
been attributed to Japan, of aggressive intentions ftg i d H e t towards the possessions of 
other Powers in the Far East, and should serve to lay for a long time to come the ghost 
of the “Yellow Peril” which had been conjured up during the past few years but which 
never had been seriously accepted in England as a danger to the civilisation of the white 
races. I impFeesed G[eufi]=t endeavoured to the utmost of my ability to 

convince C[oun]t L[amadorff ] of the absolute sincerity of H[i8] M[ajesty'8] 6[ovemment] 
in their desire for peace and for friendly relations and to assured [sic] him that they 
have no desire to interfere with the legitimate activity of Russia nor to seek a policy of 
aggrandisement at her expense. 

C[oun]t L[amsdorff‘] whose knowledge of English is very limited, read neither the 
agreement nor the explanatory desp[atch] in my presence but he thanked me warmly for 
the communication which I had made to him which be said he would transmit to the 
Emperor without delay. He said that he had already received many contradictory 
reports as to the existence of such an agreement and as to the nature of its contents 
and he was glad that all doubts would now be set on: ob aside. He remarked that I 
was well aware of his friendly sentiments and of his desire for good relations between 
our countries and that he and I should now work strenuously together to remove all 
tliese points of dissension which in his opinion were based solely on unreasoning 
prejudice. There were certain people who wished to prevent the realisation of a state 

(^) [The draft, not the original, is here reproduced as having some interesting oorrectiona* 
The original is in F.O. Japan 672.] ^ 

(^) [i;. supra, p. 173, No. 165, note (^).] 

(®) [u. supra, p. 172, Ed. note.] 
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of affairs so much to be desired and to the mutual advantage of both countries, and he 
could tell me conf[idential]ly that a certain personage had already been to him to 
question him about the Treaty and to point out to him that such an agreement could 
only be directed against Euasia and with a hostile intent. 

it was evident to me that ti[oun |t L[amsdorff] referred to the German Ambassador 
who, I hear, has shown great activity in searching for information as to the text and 
purport of the agreement and came a few days ago to (luestion me on the subject. 

I told 0[oun]t L[amsdorlf] that Y[our] L[or(lship ] propo.^ed to publi.sh very soon the 
text of the agreement and that 1 felt convinceil that on its publication the pacific 
intentions of H[is] M[ajesty'8] G[overnment] and their earnest desire for the maintenance 
of peace throughout the world would be generally rec.ugnised. 1 added that I felt 
confident that after a study of the terms of the agreement he would share the same 
views. 

I considered that I was would he hardly justified by Y[our] L[ord8liip’8] tel[egram] 
No. 334 of the 4th Septfenibor] and your letter of the same datef'*) in expresaing a desire 
on your part to resume the negotiations for an agreement which we?e had been inter- 
rupted by the war, but in the course of a somewliat protracted c.onversation I alluded 
casually to the possibility of their being resumed a,t a future date, and C[ount] Larnsdorff 
at once replied that he was most anxious that they sliouhl In* brought to a successful 
issue hut that they should not he unduly hastened. 

In deprecating a too early rimewal of negotiations there is much to be said in favour 
of C[oun]t L[amsdorff]’s opinion as such an agreetntmt to Ixi of ailvantage, nunst be based 
on public o])iniou, and there is so much in in [.sir] the recent dttvelopmont of the jiolitical 
situation in the Far and Middle Ea.Ht to which Euasian public opinion has yet to become 
reconciled that any attompi at further change in the near future might, if i»itift4e4, 
possibly defeat its own object. 

There is no doubt that tliore will he an outcry in the organs of the Anglophile and 
ge a eti o Bft gy Ohauvinist i»roB3 such as the “Novoe Vremya” ami the “ Moskovslci 
Viedomosti ” when the t(jrma of the treaty are published, since in the t:omnH'.nt.s which 
have already appeared oti the incomplete versions of the treaty published in tlie Agency 
telegrams ill-humour is shown at the rf^cognition of the fact that threats of the invasion 
of India will in future he futile, ami that “the sword of Daraoeh’s which Eussia has 
hitherto held against Fluglaml, now falls from her grasp.” There is, however, every 
reason to hope that Kussian state.smen and the more rational section of Eusaian public 
opinion, who are weary of a policy of advontiire which has brought only ilefeat and 
humiliation in its train, will not not [am] be alow to recognise that the now agreement 
contains no provision to which Eussia or any other Power with peaceful aspirations can 
reasonably take exception. 

[I have, &c. 

CHARLES HARDINGE.] 

(■‘) [». xupra, p, 172, No. 104, and Ed. noi«.] 


No. 178. 

The Marquess of Lansicnone to Sir M. Durand. 

F.O. Japan 672. Ftmign Office, Sentemher 10, 1905. 

Tel. (No. 148.) B. 10 a.m. 

(Anglo- Japanese Agreement.) 

I trust no offence has been given to the President owing to conceataient of the fact 
that we had signed Agreement on 12th August. You might, perhaps, explain to him 
that while we had supplied him with timely information as to the contents of the 
[16942] „ a 
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Agreement, it was thought more convenient that, whilst the 

ceeding, the fact of signature having taken place should remain undisclosed , but you 

can judge better than I whether such a communication is desirable. 


No. 174. 

Viscount Hayashi to Sir E. BciTTi 7 igt 07 i, 

F.O. Japan 672. 

Dear Sir Eric, 4, Grosvenor Gardens, September 10, 1906. 

I have just received an answer from my government to my telegram concerning 
the date of pubhshing our new agreement. 

From the reports received through different sources Japanese govornmont learn 
that the war party in Eussia has again gained ascendanc.y in St. l’etorHb(Hirg and 
loudly express dissatisfaction against the treaty of peace and if the ugreement^ is 
published, they fear that it will give additional pretext to the war party in protesting 
against the conclusion of peace more strongly. Under the circumstance, the Japanese 
Government desire very much that the publication of agreement be postponed until 
the ratification of the treaty. 

I am, therefore, instructed to request Lord Lansdowne that lie will see the way to 
comply with the desire of the Japanese government. 

Hoping you will communicate the above to His Lordship at the earliest opportunity. 

I remain, 

"i’oLirs sincerely, 

TADASD HAYASHI. 


No. 175. 

Mr. Campbell to the Marquess oj Lausdoume. 

F.O. Japan 672. 

Lord Lansdowne, Foreign OJ}ice, September 10, 1906. 

The King sent for me this evening, and gave me the enclosed memo[randuni] 
for you by Baron Wedel which had been sent to him by Princess Charles. 

H[is] Majesty seemed fairly easy in his mind as to the turn things were taking 
and said more than once he thought P[rin]ce Charles’ candidature fairly safe, or 
rather implied tb's. 

He quite agrees with Y[our] L[ordship] as to non-intervention by H[i33 
M[ajesty’s] Gov[ernmen]t. 

His Majesty also desired me to tell you that he had met O[oun]t Benckendorff at 
luncheon today and that the latter was very pleased at the communication of the 
Anglo- Japanese treaty. As regards publication and the Japanese objections he asked, 
“ What will L[or]d Lansdowne do? ” 

I said I was not sure but that I thought the possible course would be to wait 
some days and in the meantime to ask Hardinge what foundation there was for the 
fear that the war party in Eussia were gaining the upper hand and that if we were 
assured that it was not the case we might then return to the charge with the Japanese. 
H[is] M[ajesty] said he thought this a good idea. 

As regards Johnstone’s telegram Sir T. Sanderson will no doubt see M. Nansen 
tomorrow and report. 

I am writing in a great hurry to catch the train. 


F. A, 0. 
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ISIo. 176. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess oj Lansdowne. 

F.O. Japan 672. Lenox, D. Se-ptemher 11, 1905. 

Tel. (No. 103.) September 12, 1905, 7-15 a.m. 

Your telegram No. 143 (Anglo-Japanoyc Treaty). (^) 

I have no reason to suppose that any ofEenoo has been given. President writes 
to me that he has no doubt that the signing of the Treaty was a powerful factor in 
inducing Japan to be wise and reaBona.ble as to terms. His letter is quite pleasant 
in tone. I have not received actual text of the Treaty. 

(1) I'!', .iiipi'd, p|i. 170 K(i, N<i. IVa. I 


No. 177. 

A'olc bij Mr. Campbell. 

F.O. Japan 672. Foreign Office, September 18, 1906. 

Count Bernstorff called to say that ho had received a telegram from Berlin 
instructing him to convey to you the warm thanks of the German GovfernraRnjt for 
the Coniridential] communication of the .Vnglo-JapanofHi Agreement. 

F. A. 0. 


No. 178. 

l'i»oou/i( llaynshi to Mr. (Unnphell, 

F.O. Japan 672. 

Confidential. 

My dear Mr. Campbell, Japanese Legation, September 18, 1905. 

1 am just in receipt of a tekigram from Count Katsura instructing me to express 
to the Marquess of Lansdowne the grateful acknowledgement of the country which 
has prompted His Majesty’s Government to consent to defer, to a later date, the 
publication of the new alliance Agreement in compliunce with the request of the 
Imperial Government. 

Further, I am directed to add for the information of the Marquess the following 
matter. Being in possession of reports to the effect that there is a misunderstanding 
prevailing in the official circles as well as among tho people of Germany regarding 
the objects of the new treaty which they regard as not to be compatiblo with the 
established rights of Germany in the Far Bast the Imperial Government have caused 
their representative in Berlin to communicate to Prince Bfilow the text of the Agree- 
ment. Count Inouye has, at the same time, been instructed to explain to the Prince 
the tnie aims of the treaty for which it has been concluded. 

Yours sincerely, 

TADASU HAYARHT. 


N n 


[169421 



Ko. 179. 

Sit C. MacDoiiuld to thu lUKi'i/KCfi.s' oj L/Uiisdowmi. 

^'.0. Japan 672. 

(No. 244.) 

My Lord, TOkio, Scplcinbar 'il, iSHlo. 

At an intervisw I had this afternoon witli tlie Prime Miniator I proBsiui llis 
Excellency on the subject of the publication of the Auglo-Japuiu'se Agreement, which 
had been signed in London on the 12th of last month. 

I reminded Count Katsura that Your Lordship, telegraphing uii the 12th 
September, had consented to postpone the publication of the Alliance at tho special 
request of the Japanese Government for a fortnight, and this limit would expire on 
the 26th or 27th. 

His Excellency said that, as I knew, the publication of the now agreement, which 
the Japanese Government proposed to carry out immediately after tho signing of 
the Peace Treaty, had been deferred on the advice of Baron Komura until tho Treaty 
could be ratified (my telegram to Your Lordship of the Bth inst.), and subBctinontly, on 
account of the information which the Japanese Government hud retauved from Russia, 
and which had appeared in the papers, to the effect that the military party in Russia 
were very discontented with the Peace terms and were urging the Emporor not to 
ratify the Treaty; but, the information which I had been good enough to convoy to 
him on the 16th inst., to the effect that in idt. Petersburg there was no indi(!ation 
whatever of any intention or desire on the part of the Bussian Government (jr the 
War Party to prevent ratification, coming as it did from so high an authority as 
Sir G. Hardinge, had decided the Japanese Government not to wait for the arrival 
of the actual Peace Treaty, which was not due till the 6th October, but to make 
arrangements if possible, to ratify a copy which had been telegraplied frojn Washington. 
These arrangements, he hoped, would be completed by the 26th or 27th inst., when 
the Anglo- Japanese agreement would he made public. T asked 1 1 is Exeellejicy whether, 
in case the arrangements he spoke of were not completed on the date mentioned, the. 
publication of the agreement would be still further delayed. Count Kut6\irH i-eplied that 
he did not think there would he any further delay, thanks to the reassuring information 
given by Sir C. Hardinge. 

r have, Ac. 

CLAUDE M. MaoDCNALD. 


No. 180. 

Viacount Hayanhi to Mr. Camjibell. 

F.O. Japan 672, 

Dear Mr. Campbell, 4, Qrosvenor Gardens, September 24, 1906. 

I have just received a telegram from my Government saying that they are now 
prepared to publish the Alliance Agi-eement on Wednesday the 27th in8t[ant](') if 
that date is agreeable to His Majesty's Government. Ae the Imperial Government are 
expecting the answer to the above telegram in time, I shall be much obliged if yon will 
be good enough to let me know the decision of His Majesty’s Government on the matter 
as soon as possible. 

Belisve me, 

Yours sincerely, 

TADASU HAYASHI. 

(1) [The text of the Treaty and the covering despatch were both published in September 27, 

ti. siipTd, p. 174, Ed, nofe,] 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

GENERAL ANGLO-RUSSIAN RELATIONS, 1903-7. 

I.— THE FIRST STAGE OF THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN 
RAPPROCHEMENT, 1903-4. 


[ED. NOTE.—Tlxe negoiiaUoiiH lumling up to t.hr Anglo- RuHsian JCntentc are here generally 
imlieaiiMl. The mcirc speciiL* pwiblrnis ol Thibet,, Perwia, nuil AfghaniHUin are dealt with in 
separate and .subseiiuent chapters. 

The report of Sir Charles Hardiug<'/s emu ('rHutiou givtni in Nf). IHl (b) below, is a oop>' 
of Sir Charlt's Hardingn’s letter, presi'vvtal in tin' Rmbassy Arcdiives. ddu' original is not in the 
records, and it is not possible to tell wln^hm- the marginal markings and underlinings are by 
Ijord Lansdowne or Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, All except one are in red ink, and might therefore bo 
assumed to he by the Foreign Si'oretary, but some Ambassadors (e.r/,, Sir F. Bertie) were in the 
habit of using red ink in commenting on documents in their own arehives. Though endorsed 
Russo-Afghan affairs” the lidter really deals with all Anglo-Bussian relations, and represents 
the origin of those hlous of rapprochement which were inL'rrupted by the, outbrc'ak of tbo Busso- 
Japancse War. It shouhl be cornpanKi carefully uith Lord Tiansdowne’s conversation oi October 25, 
J903, with M. Paul Oambon (v. Gooch Trmperlcij, VoL 11, pp. 217 8, No, 250) and with the 
despatch of November 17 immediately below, J 


Nh, IHl (a). 

The Marquess of Ijanndifwnc to Mr, Spring-Uice, 

F.O. China 1747. 

(No. 330.) 

Sir, Foreig^i Office^ November 17, 1903. 

....(*) I then asked His Excolloney whether ho was able to make any proposals 
to me as to the most convenient way of (examining the other iiuostioiis which ho had 
been authorized by Count LamsdortT to discuss with me. He did not soem to have 
any specific suggestions to make. Ho said tlu' questions to which I referred seerawi 
naturally to group themselves into (,l) ipiestiojis concerning China in which Russia 
had a special interest (2) questions concerning India, in which Great Britain had a 
spt'cial interest and (3) (luestions concerning Persia in which both Powers were 
interested. He let fall tlui observation that the Russian Government did not favour 
any arrangement which would place Northern Persia under Russia and Southern 
Persia under British influence, but they recognized our predominance in the Persian 
Gulf, although they would probably require a commercial dSbouchS in those waters. 

I observed that an arrangement upon the lines thus indicated did not seem to 
me to present any particular advantages for us, and I asked whether the commercial 
outlet involved the acquisition of a harbour and a strategic base. Count Benckendorff 
replied decidedly in the negative. 

After the exchange of a few desultory remarks in regard to Manchuria and 
Afghanistan I asked liis Excellency whether it would not be possible for him to put 
upon paper as a basis for our discussion his oto views as to the different omestions 
at issue. He said that he feared he had not sufficient materials at the Embassy to 
enable him to do this. 

I asked him whether he had any authority to make specific proposals as to any 
of these questions. 

He replied that he had no authority to do so but that he was instructed to 
discuss them with me (" d’en causer avec voub”). 

(') [Tlio fiifil part of this despatch deals with 'Thibet and is quoted In cli. XXVf. 
pp. 306-7, No. 289.] 

[16942] N 4 
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As L was unable to prolong the conversation it was decided that wc should 

meet^agam-h^ want of precision of His Excellency’s langimge and ideas I am disposed 

to thinE that our discussions are not likely to have much result. 

ri am. 


FT am, to;.] 

T rA'\TaT'>r\WTJir i 


No. 181 (b). 

ikfr. Hardmge to the Manjuess of Ltmsdownc. 

Russo- Afghan RelaUons : Mr. Hardinge’s Conv[erBat ion J witli ULountj Bonckendorff. 

N.O. Embassy Archives, Eussia, 181/793. Windsor Castle, 

My dear Lord Lansdowne, Sunday, November I'.lOd. 

I had a very long talk with C[oun]t Benckendorif this afternoon on the uiaii^ 
points at issue between us and the Eussian Gov[ernnumt]t, and, although onr 
conversation was quite informal, I think it has thrown soini' lighten ItuBKian asjduiUonK 
and on the question as to how far the Eussian Gov[ornmen]t will go U) meet t»nr views. 

I spoke to him very plainly and showed him that although our policy in Asia 
had for many years had in view the maintenance of the status guo, the Eussian 
Gov[ernmen]t had been continually treading on our toes and pursuing an aggrossivo 
policy in China, Persia and Afghanistan. I told him that although wo had sliown gn-at 
patience in China, had always urged our counsels of moderation on ,Tapan, and had 
loyally supported the Austro-Russian scheme of reforms in Macedonia, tJiey troiih'd us 
with a want of frankness and had even gone so far as to address ue a note, on a mattei 
of grave importance to British interests, which was peremptory in tone, and ahnoHl 
discourteous in its terms. (^) I said that having heard from both St. Petersburg and 
Paris that he would discuss terms for a general settlement on his return to iiundon, 
you had been very much disappointed that he had no proposals to make and was 
apparently without instructions. 

Count Benekendorff did not dissent from whaf I said ; he admitted that Count 
Lamsdorff had spoken to him without appreciation of our attitude at P<'kin and 
Constantinople, and said that the moment was riper now for a friendly understanding 
than at any time during the past twenty years. On my suggesting to him that we 
should discuss informally wdiat each 6ov[ernmen]t wanted, he repeated what I think 
he told you, that Manchuria should be discussed as a question where Russian interests 
preponderate. Central Asia from the point of view of the defence of Indian interests, 
and Persia as a country where both England and Russia have important and equal 
interests. 

Beginning with Manchuria he urged that we should not press them hard on the 
subject of evacuation. He said there were two parties in Russia, one for evacuation 
and the other against, and that at the present moment the Russian Govfernm6n]t 
did not know its own mind. It would be better for us not to press this point hut to 
seek for compensation elsewhere. I told him that we felt very strongly on the subject of 
Newchwang which was a Treaty port and where we had important treaty rights and a 
considerable trade. He said that the Russian Gov[ernmen]t would certainly be ready 
to hand over Newchwang before long to the Chinese authorities and that they do not 
hold to the hanking and Customs, but that all they want is the formation of an 
International Sanitary Commission where Russia, in view of her great interests and 
the proximity of her frontier, should have a privileged position. I asked him if he 

(^) [This is apparently the communication referring to Afghanistan, mentioned infra, pp. 186-7, 
No. 182; p. 519, No. 465, and printed infra, p. 621, Appendh 11. ■«. also Ooooh d Temperley, 
Vol. 11, p. 228, No. 268.] 
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mount by this an Iiitornational Commission where, for instance, Eussia should have 
two votes to other countries’ oni' vote, and he replied that he thought an arrangement, 
might be made on some such basis. (“) I then said that we expect Eussia to fulfil her 
promises as to the opening of other ports in Manchuria and as to the maintenance of 
the “ open door.” He said that he. was authorised by Count Lamsdorff to say that the 
promise to open other ports would be fulfilled, but he begged ns not to press too hard 
on the subject of rates and tariffs, explaining that in every country where British 
and Eussian trade competed, British goods drove Eussian goods out of the market, and 
that we knew this to be the case. 

As regards Afghanistan, Tibet and the countries conterminous with the Indian 
frontier the Eussian Gov[ernmen']t would be ready to consider them as entirely within 
the British sphere of influence with all its consequences, the only point upon which 
they insisted being their right to have direct relations with Afghan oflicials on purely 
non-political questions. This would not imply diplomatic representation in 
Afghanistan nor any interference in Afghan affairs. It would be necessary to find some 
formula to meet this case, and the Eussian Gov[ernmen1t would give guarantees for 
its observance. He said that Count Laiusdorff maintained that the Eussian 

Gov[ernmen]t had never surrendered the right to have direct relations with the 
Afghan officials, but had voluntarily never t'xorcist'd it. It was consequently their 
right to resume such relations. To this statemmit I demurred but did not discuss it 
further. (*) 

'With re8pe('t to Persia the ([uesHoii was. lie said, mori' difficuli. 'I'he Eussian 
Gov[e.nunen]t would not agree to a division of spheres of interest in the North and 
Sfiutii, as they saw no reason why their commereinl devolopiiieni should be limited to 
the northern half. I reminded him that ho had in ('onversiition with you talkijcl of u 
'‘d4bouch4 commercial" in tlie Gulf and asked what he watih'd, ns surely there was 
no obstacle to their exporting their merchandise from Ibishire.. Bunder Abbas and 
elsewhere. He said that what he meant was a railway to the South, without u naval 
base, fortifications or trcx)pe to guard the road as in Manchuria, He remarked ‘‘You 
may guard it if you like!" T told him that I thought we would never allow any 
special privileges to any foreign I’owor on the shores of the Gulf for over a hundred 
years and had special Treaties with many of the Chiefs, fie asked me if we wanted 
the Gulf to be a ‘‘ mare clausum ” and not open to foreign ships of war, and I replied 
that I had never heard this suggoBtion made. 1 added that the. question of Seistan, 
being conterminous with the Afghan and Indian frontiers was of the greatest 
importance to us, and ihat wi' could never allow Eussia predominance in that 
province. To this he answered tlial Weistan would come under the category of those 
countires f countries] which might Ix' considered as entirely within the British sphere 
of influence and as involved in the defence of Indian interests. T remarked that the 
independence and integrity of Persia had always been a cardinal principle of British 
policy in Persia, and in any arrangement come to would probably bo reaffirmed by us. 
upon which he made a sign of dissent but said nothing. 

These are practically the chiof points of our conversation which lasted over an 
hour. I impressed upon him that T had absolutely no authority from you to say 
anything, and that my remarks were purely academic, but that I should tell you what 
he said. To this he consented. 

My opinion is that, although he is without any instructions and is told to do his 
best by Lamsdorff in making some suggestions, these questions have been discussed 


(®) fFcr retereaaee showing the position in Newchwang, o. Qoooh <t Temperlty, Vol. I, p. S7, 
No. 56, win.; p. 41, No. 01 : Vol. II, pp. 1-8, No. 1; p. 2, note', p. 88, No. 47; pp. 184-6, No. 144; 
p, 201, No. 228, «nol.; p. 208, No. 281; p. 281. No. 271.] 

(*) [Early in 1904 Count Lamsdorff stated that Bussia had no present intention of appointing 
such agents in Afghanistan, but Tj<5rd Lansdowne did not think this asauranoe adequate, v. 
Ooooh <f Temperley, Vol. II, pp. 247-8, No, 296 and note; p. 260, No. 296.] 
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between them in a formal way, and that it ie not unlikely that the views expressiul 
represent to a certain extent those of Lamsdorfl:, althou^^h he has very likely kept 
something back. 

Please excuse the length of my letter which is written hurriedly and very late 
at night. 

Yours, (fee. 

CHAELES HAKDINCIE, 


P.S. The King told me that he had had an interview with Benckendorff in 
which he spoke to him very openly on Eussian foreign policy. 


No. 182. 

The Marquess of LaiLsdoinie lo Mr. SiiniKj-ltir.r.i' i 

F.O. Embassy Archives, Eussia, 181/791. 

384 [No. 334].) Very Confidential. 

u j T'oreign Office, No oember 25 , l\m. 

1 had a further conversation to-day with the Eussian AmbaKSador in wfortmeo 
to the questions which we had previously discussed on the 7th and 17th instant. 

Count Benckendorf mentioned to me that during his visit to Windsor the King: 
had spoken very earnestly to him on the same subject, His Majesty expressing his 
desire that an attempt should be made to establish a better understanding between 
the two Governments in regard to the difierent points at issue. I told His Excellency 
that as he was aware, I was prepared to discuss them with him as frankly as possible, 
and I had no objection to grouping them in the manner which he had himself simgosted 
ivrde my despatch No 330 of the 17th November).(^) 1 would, if he liked, give him 
kl W arrangement which, speaking for myself, 1 should he ready to 

lay before my colleagues, and the Government of India, whom we should of course 
have to consult as to the Afghan question. ’ ’ 

Af.TW=f in the most formal manner the position of 

Afghanistan as being entirely within our sphere of influence and guided by us in 
legard to its external policy. Subject to this I was prepared to admit that there might 
be direct communication between Eussian and Afghan officials in regard to matters 
of a purely local character, and of a non-political complexion. Such communications 

adjommg the frontier. Any arrangement toived at would, of course have to h« 

*“ “S'" •“’•‘■‘“i” fro"' 

Count Benckendorff raised no objection to anv of thesR wrmnaaiD tr^ , j 

- -r 4 3 trrSii “ 

expenenced in designating suitable agents for the purpose.® flithcolty would be 

a con?entffifpTrty!“^"'^ Ameer was 

I then told His Excellency thafc I thought it riirht M in’iM au t 

ao ooJy for his pri,.te i„f„rn.tic,n. that His (3<,«rmnenl 

WM erroneoualy printed 384.] number of the despatch ahouH be ^ but 

(*) [u. supra., pp. 183-4, No. 181 (a).] 
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resented the tone of the Eusaian coniinunitiation of the oth October(''') in regard to our 
relations with Afghanistan that I had, hy desire of the Cabinet, addressed to you a 
long despatch intended as a defence of our conduct, and, 1 was afraid I must add, as 
an indictment of that of the Eusaian (.■iovornnient. 

That despatch was written on the Sth November, but in consequence of (he 
extremely conciliatory character of (he comnuiuication which Count Lamsdorff had 
desired his Excellency to make to nu' on the 7th instant on his return to his post, I had 
telegraphed to you desiring you to take no action for the present upon it. 

I then gave his Excellency a copy of the despatch in (piestion (No. 305 of the 
Titli November), and begged him to read it attentively, adding lliat 1 for one should 
be glad if we should find oursidvoB in a position to instruct you to withhold it altogether. 

Passing to Thibet 1 said that we should expect Eussia to recognise that, owing to 
the geographical position of that country, it- also was within our sphere, and we should 
expect an undertaking that Russia would not send agents into 'j’hibetan territory. 

As regards the Fur I'last I said that, in my view, it would l>u reasonable that we 
should recognise the predominating interest of Eussia as the limitrophe Power in 
Manchuria. We had nu desire to interfere with her control of her Manchurian railway 
system. The two (lovernments had, indeed, agreed that railway di'velopme.nt in this 
part of the Chinese Empire should fall to the Eussian (iovcrninent. Nor could we, 
I thought, take exception to any reasonable raeasurcB of precaution which the Russian 
Government might adopt for insuring tlie safety of the line. On the other hand, 
it was essential that our Treaty rights in all parts of the Cliinese Empire should ho 
respected, and that our trade should receive tapial treatment in those regions. 1 ilwelti 
ujion tin' di»plorabli‘ elE'ct which hud been produced on the public mhnl in this country 
by the neglect of the Russian Government to fulfil its pledges ri'garding Manchuria. If 
circumstances hud arisen reud'oring it impossible that these pledges should be fulfilled, 
it was surely due to us that some explanation should be given of tiioKo circumstances. 
1 trusty that the Eussian Government was now in a position to fix a date for the 
evacuation, or at any rate explain why this was not done. 

Count Peuckendorflt dwelt upon the danger of giving these pledges hi circuinstiincos 
which, as experience had shown, rendered it not always easy to fulfil them. 

I asked him whether, at any rate, in the case of'Newcliwang it could not bn at 
once arranged that an early' evacuation should take plui'e. 1 attached the greatest 
importance to this, owing to the extent of our interest in the trade of that port. We 
should also expect the Eussian Government to put an end to the arrangement under 
which the Newchwang Customs were at present paid to the Russian and Chinese Bank, 
and a part of the proceeds intercepted by the EuBsiaii Government. 

In reply to an observation by his Excellency T said that it seemed to me reasonable 
that Russia should bo adequately represented on the Board of Health, and that we 
had no desire to prevent this. 

We then discussed the question of Persia. I said that I saw no reason why we 
should not recognise that the position of Russia, as the limitrophe Power gave her a 
certain preponderance in thi' north, nor did we desire to deny to her commercial 
facilities in the south of Persia, and on the Persian Gulf. Hi« Excellency would, 
however, remember that Russia had herself lorbiddon Persia to construct railways for 
a term of ten years, and if that arrangement held good, there could, while it lasted, 
be no question of a line connecting Persia with the sea. Should the embargo be 
removed, and should there be any idea of carying a line through southern Persia, we 
should expect to be cxjnsulted, and an amicable arrangement might be made under 
which we might be given control over the soutiaem portion of the line and its 
approaches to the sea. 


(®) [The oontents ot thw oommunioetlon aod ^le wum «E the O6go#at)ioo gwoerelly are indicated 
in tee summary given p. 51fl, No. 486, and the full text of the oonmiunioatitm ie printed 

infra, p. 021, Appendix U.] 
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Pinally, there was the question of Seistan. We should expect the Eussian 
Government to recognise that this province was entirely under British influence, and 
to abstain from interfering with the trade routes leading through it. 

His Excellency throughout listened to my observations attentively, and did not, 
so far as I was able to follow his comments, oppose any serious objections to my 
suggestions, which he promised to consider. 

I am, &c. 

LANSnOWNE. 


No. 183. 

The Maiqueas of Lansdowne to Mr. S-priiiy-ltwo. 

E.O. Russia 1677. 

(No. 176.) Secret. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 'Z'A, 1904. 

The Russian Amb[assado]r told me today that he had had an interview with 
the King who had received him with the utmost cordiality, and given him an 
account of a conversation which had taken place at Copenhagen between H[is] 
M[ajesty] and M. Iswolsky in which H[is] M[ajestyJ had expressed an earnest 
desire for the establishment of friendly relations between Great Britain and itussia, 
and for an amicable understanding on various questions outstanding between the 
two Powers. (') 

Count Benekendorfi went on to say that the effect of H[is] M[ajesty]’B language 
to M. Isvolsky could not fail to be excellent and would certainly tend to improve 
the relatione between the two countries. H[is] E[xe6lleney] felt however convinced 
that Count Lamsdorff would almost immediately ask him what 'was in fact suggested 
by H[is] M[ajesty]’8 language. What could the Russian Gov[ernmen]t do? What 
was H[is] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] prepared to do in order to give effect to 
H[i8] M[ajesty]’s views? Was it possible for anything to be done at once? 

I reminded H[i8] E[xeelleney] of a conversation which had taken place 
between us at the commencement of the war when he had expressed the opinion, 
in which I concurred, that for the moment the conversations which he and I had 
begun as to a number of outstanding questions could not with advantage be continued. 
I remained under the same impression. 

H[is] E[xeellency] observed that the King had said much the same thing to 
him, and he intended to repeat it to the Russian Gov[ernmen]t. No such limiting 
words were however to be found in M. Isvolsky’s report of the conversation at 
Copenhagen. 

I said that I felt little doubt that the King had taken it for granted that it was 
not possible to do much in present circumstances although H[is] M[aje8ty] desired 
to affirm generally the principles upon which action might be taken when a suitable 
opportunity occurred. 

H[is] E[xcellency] said that at one point something might he thought be 
done at once. Could we say something which would allay the apprehension of the 
Russian Gov[ernmen]t in regard to our action in Thibet? 

I replied that statements had been made in both Houses of Parliament, which 
ought, I thought, to be highly satisfactory to the Russian Gov[ernmen]t. 

H[is] E[xcelleney] fully admitted that no exception could be taken to these 
statements, but he asked me what we should do supposing the Thibetans refused to 
send delegates to meet us and left us severely alone at Gyantse. Could we say whet 
we should do, or even what we should not do, in such an event? ^ 


P) [Sir Sidney Lee: Edward V 11 (1927)^, II, pp. 28^7, quotes the full account given 

by M. IsvoLski of the interview, and states that it was approved by the Kins and tbur«*%Z^^ 
was sent by the latter privately to Lord Lansdowne, with instructions to keen the ponv 
private and only show it to Mr. Balfour.’’ ih. p. 287.] ^ 
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1 said J did not sec how I could ho expected to reply to such a hypothetical 
question, if a new Bituation were to arise the Gov[ernmen]t of India would no 
doubt report' the facts to us aii<l make liheir recommendations which we might or 
might not accept. 

ll[iB] E[xcellency] told me that he was going to Paris for a few days and 
would probably discuBs matters with M. Nelidoff and he repeated his opinion that 
although a general settlement could scarcely be thought of at the present time, we 
ought in view of the language used by II [is] M[ajeHty] to miss no opportunity of 
adjusting amicably any minor differences which might arise between our two 
counf'ries. T said that in principle 1 eiillrcly concurred with IT[i8] E[xcellency]. 

I am, &c. 

LANSDOWNE. 

[En. .vorw.— A b qu<.tod in Gooch d 'I'cMpcdcy, VoJ. 11, p. 4Q1, the Marquess of Lnirsdowtip 
informed Sir Mdiiunid Moiiboh on April 20, JOOt, that M. ruiil ('.uinbon the French Ambassador 
bad spoken to him that day on Niif'lo-iius.sinn jvlations. “ He tnhl me that His Majesty the 
King had expressed to him tlu' I'urncst desiri* that these relations should be improved, that, if 
possible, an aKreement should be arrived at for the .si'tth'mcnt of some, of tho questions which 
had oiicasioni'd friction and misimderstaudiug betueen the two (lovcrnments in the past. His 
Excelkinuy oorUially niqn'ovi'd of the idea, tmt recognised the Immonsi- diflie.ultiDS of giving 
effect to it, particularly at the present time. 

1 usprusswl my and added an expression of satisfaetdon that public feeling in 

both countries hud iliiriiig the last few weeks apparently become much calmer. I said that we 
ilesired to avoid all possibli' cauaes of mismider'.tanding at the present time, anil should spare no 
efforts U) do bo. Tliere seemed to me, indeed, i.. he only one point wliich might, altliougli, I did 
not think this was likely, give rise to really serious trouble." The remainder of thr- (lespatch 
refers lo the Straits ipiesliim and is quoleil on p. .'ill, \o. I.'t, indc.l 


No. 184. 

The MarqucHH of lMttH<{tnm<i to Mr. Etnrhui-lHcr 

F.O. China 1749. 

(No. 188 a.) 

Fiirfiijii O/fior, Maij 4, J9()4.(') 

The Kuasiiin Ambaseador told me to-day that ho hud rocoived from Count. 
Lamsdorff a messiigc, of which the following is a Himmiiiry, on the subject of th<> 
conversation which M. Izvolsky had had the honour of having with the King. 

Count Lamsdorff began by stating that he htid heard from M. Izvolsky of the 
latter having sent to Count Benckendorff a copy of his report of this conversation. 
The words used by His Majesty wore, Count Lamsdorff thought, most significant, 
and offered fresh evidence of the favourahle sentiments with which the King was 
animated. The war_ with Japan rendered the present moment unfavourable for 
entering upon negotiations, but tho Russian Government had never shown themselves 
averse to a sincere understanding, provided that His Majesty’s Government would 
formulate dearly the equitable conditions upon which they desired that it should be 
established. Count Benckendorff was at liberty to speak very clearly in this sense, 
and to explain to His Majesty’s Government that, on tho basis of the assurances 
and declarations which they had recently given to Russia, the latter would be most 
willing to arrive at as complete an understanding as possible on all questions interesting 
the two Governnients as soon as the end of the war offered an opportunity of entering 
on negotiations on this subject, on the assumption, of course, that the attitude of Great 
Britain during the crisis in the Far East continued to be in conformity with the 
assurances which she had given. 

The private and personal letter which had been addressed by the Emperor to the 
King, and conveyed to its august destination by Sir 0. Scott, was the best reply that 
could be made to the gracious words which the King had used to M. Issvokl^. 

(^) [This despatch apparently not aotnally until the JOth, al&ough it retained the 
date of its original draft.] ^ 
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I told Count Benckendorff that I had listened with satisfaction to the statement 
which he had been desired to make. His Excellency would remember that I had on 
more than one occasion expressed my hope that at a more opportune moment we 
should he able to renew our discussions as to the possibility of a general understanding 
between our two countries ; di^ussions which had been so unfortunately interrupted 
by the outbreak of war. 

With regard to Count Lamsdorff’s observations as to our attitude while the crisis 
in the Far East continued, it seemed to me that we might well endeavour to deal 
in a friendly and considerate spirit with any questions which might from time to 
time arise. His Excellency had, I said, more than once referred to one such 
question — ^that, namely, of our attitude towards Thibet. As to this, he had been good 
enough to express himself in terms of approval of the policy described in our telegram 
of the 6th November to the Government of India. There was, on the other hand, 
another question with regard to which it was, I thought, in the power of the Bussian 
Government to gratify us without any sacrifice of Bussian interests. I referred to the 
proposed Khedivial Decree which had lately been prepared in consultation with 
Prance. It would be agreeable to us if the Bussian Government would give its 
adhesion to that Decree, and, if they would do so, I felt no doubt that I should be 
able to give, in reference to Thibet, an assurance that we still adhered to the policy of 
the telegram to which I had referred. 

His Excellency asked me to show him the telegram of the 6th November, and, 
after reading it through carefully, said that it seemed to him to he all that the Bussian 
Government could desire. 

Speaking for himself, he was fully prepared to accept my proposal. Although 
I had said nothing to him about the Khedivial Decree, he was aware of the importance 
which we attached to the matter. He expected almost immediately to hear something 
from Count Lamsdorfl upon the subject, and he would call on me again as soon as he 
had received his instructions. 

I am, &c. 
LfANRDOWNEl. 


No. 185. 

Sir C. Hardtnge to the Marquess of Lansdou'ne . 

F.O. Bussia 1680. 

(No. 256.) St. Petersburgh, D. May 18, 1904, 

^ E. May 28, 1904. 

By preconcerted arrangement I called on Count Lamsdorff yeeterday. He gave 
me a very warm and friendly reception and expressed his pleasure at my return to 
St. Petersburg as His Majesty’s representative. At the same time he expressed his 
regret that the Emperor was absent for a few days from St. Petersburg, but promised 
to inform His Majesty at once of my arrival and to ask that I might be received in 
audience as soon as possible after the Emperor’s return on Sunday next in order to 
present my credentials as His Majesty’s Ambassador together with the private letter 
which the King had been pleased to intrust to me.(^) 

In the course of conversation I told His Excellency that, in view of the frequent 
interviews which Count Benckendorff had had with Yoiir Lordship during the last few 
months, and, after the very clear manner in which you had explained to him the views 
and attitude of His Majesty’s Government on the various questions of interest to both 


lettfir dated May 12, which is quoted in Sir Sidney Lee : King 
Edward VII (192T), 11, pp. 288-9. It succeeded an interchange of letters between the two 
rulers, following King Edward’s conversation with M. Isvolski on April 14, 1904. cp. supra 
pp. 188-9, No. 188.] r r > 
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Govern meiits. it wae hardly nocesBary for me to say much on these subjects on the 
present occasion. I wished however, in conformity with your Lordship’s instructions, 
to express to him the friendly sentiments of His Majesty’s Government, to assure him 
of their fim intention to maintain an attitude of strict neutrality during the progress of 
the war in the Par Hast, and of their earnest desire to resume at a more suitable 
moment the exchange of views which had been initiated before the commencement of 
the war. with a view to arriving at a general agreement on all questions at issue between 
the two Governments. In the meantime, it was the hope and desire of Plis Majesty’s 
Governmoni that any (luestion which might arise between the two Governments shm'ild 
bo treated on hoth sides with frank discussion and in a conciliatory spirit. 

(’ount Lamsdord in reply said that he could warmly reciprocate the friendly 
sentiments of His Majesty’s Government, that he was most anxious to arrive atp a 
friendly understanding with llis Majesty’s Government, and that every effort must be 
mado by both Gnvernrni'nts to urrivu at this happy resnlt. 

After a f(>w expressions of regi'ot at t,lu' present state of iiffairs in the. Far East and 
a disclaimer of all resjxmsihility on the j»art of the Russian Government for the oiitbroak 
of war, he referred to Yonr Lor<lship's conversation with Gomit Henckendorff on the 
Kith instant in conni'ction with the Kln'divial Decree. 

His Excellency said that, he wished mo to nndei-stand that when, by order of the 
Emperor, the Russian Government had declared their ri'adim'ss to accept the Ehedivial 
Decree, they had wished to be the first amongst tht' Powes’s to give their assent lie a 
friendly act towards both Knghind and !‘’rance. and as a mark of their appreciation of 
the happy results to ho obtained from the conclusion of the Anglo-French Agreement, 
but that it had been an unplensant surprise to (hem when they found that they were 
asked to subscribe to a further clause in Iho Agreement. The Khedivial Decree wa« a 
question in which Uussian intoreste wore concerned, but the other clauses in the Anglo- 
French Agreement whether they related to Egypt, Morocco, or elsewhere, did not 
concern the Russian Government, and he lairnestly deprecated any extension of the 
question at issue. 

He said that bo could give no reply to Count Henckendorff until he had submitted 
the matter to the consideration of the Emperor after his return to Rt. Retersburg next 
Sunday, but that he feared that the present development would hardly be pleasing 
to His Majesty after the friendly action which had been taken on the Emperor’s 
initiative. 

Turning to the question of Thibet, Count T/amsdorff said that the text which Your 
Lordship had submitted to (fount Henckendorff was ambiguous, in that what was 
given with one hand was taken away with the other. The general sense of the 
memorandum(®) was quite satisfactory except for the sentence which implied a reserve 
as to the future action of His Majesty’s Government in Thibet, and which entirely spoilt 
its effect. In reply to my suggestion that there must have been some misunderstanding 
be admitted that it might possibly be due to a misinterpretation of the sense of the 
sentence, but that he had asked Count Henckendorff for explanations. 

I told Count Lamsdorff that, unless ray roeraory deceived me. the memorandum 
was framed entirely in the sense of the telegram to the Viceroy of November 6th, (*1 and 
that the concluding sentence was drawn up in exceptionally forcible and emphatic 
terms. At the same time T a^nred him of my absolute conviction that His Majesty’s 
Government harboured no designs for the annexation oE Thibet or for a protection over 
the country, but that owing to the obstinacy of the Thibetans it had been necessary 
to take certain military precautions, and that it might even be necessaiy to go to 
Lhassa before we obtained satisfaction from the Thibetans and proper guarantees for 
the observation of their Treaty engagements with His Majesty’s Gtovemment, 

Count Lamsdorff recognized the necessity of obtaining satisfaction from the 
Thibetans before retiring from Thibet, but was anxious that any declaration of the 

(®) fThift is apparen% to® oooamunioatiioii made m May 10, v. infra, p. 807, No. 201.1 
(’) [cp. infra, p. 805, Md. noia.J 
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intentions of His Majesty’s Government should be clear and explicit, and incapable of 

misconstruction. , j n j* 

His Excellency then turned to the question of reforms in Macedonia, and, alludiii|^ 
to the recent debate in the House of Lords, expressed his disappointment and regret at 
the pessimistic tone of Your Lordship’s speech, (‘) which he maintained was quitft', 
unwarranted by the situation in that province. He enlarged upon the danger to be 
apprehended from the slightest appearance of a lack of confidence on the part of any of 
the Powers or of disunion amongst them, as being likely to encourage the revolutionary 
elements in Macedonia to hope that, by impeding the present reforms, another R(*.heme 
ol wider scope than the present programme might be introduced by some other Power 
or Powers. He maintained that Europe had every reason to be satisfied with the 
progress which had been made and which had exceeded all expectations, and the 
fact that the spring had been tided over without an outbreak of war was to be regarded 
as an indisputable success of the present policy. The reports which he had received 
from the Eussian Agents in Macedonia were of a most satisfactory and encouraging 
nature, showing that calm and confidence had been to a great extent restored, while 
the work of repatriation was being energetically pushed forward. These reports ho 
proposed to publish very shortly. 

I explained to Count Lamsdorff that it was not very surprising that Your 
Lordship’s speech should have been in a pessimistic tone in view of the repeated and 
protracted delays which had occurred in setting the International Gendarmerie m 
motion, and, although our ofScers had been ready for months, T gathered that it was 
only within the last few days that they had started for their posts. The obstructive 
dijSiculties which had been raised on points of trivial importance had naturally tended 
to make both His Majesty’s Government and the English people sceptical as to whether 
the Murzsteg programme was really intended, and went sufidciently far, to relieve the 
suffering populations and to satisfy the better class of local reformers, but whatever 
may have been their feelings His Majesty’s Government had loyally supported the 
policy of Austria and Eussia and, in spite of the pressure of Parliament and of public 
opinion in England had resisted ‘‘a contre-eceur ” any suggestions to propose an 
extension of the programme in a sense which might satisfy British public sentiment. 
I added that, in my personal opinion, if the Eussian Government would even now 
propose some measure of small magnitude, as for instance the nomination of a few 
agents to supervise the collection of the tithes or any similar scheme, euch a proposal 
would be very warmly received in England, and would be regarded as an earnest of 
their intentions to obtain more liberal reforms in the future than those limited by the 
programme of Murzsteg. 

Count Lamsdorff replied that he must adhere to his opinion that any extension, 
however small, of the policy of the Great Powers could only have an unsettling effect 
upon the population of Macedonia and would give further encouragement to the 
revolutionary party. Even if the aims of the Murzsteg programme were comparatively 
modest they were nevertheless of a pacificatory nature, and had so far been justified 
by the very considerable results which had been attained. As soon as the contem- 
plated reforms had been satisfactorily carried out, it would then be the duty of the 
Governments concerned to consider what further modifications should be introduced 
into other departments of the local administration for the benefit of the inhabitants 
of the province. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELBS HAEDINGE. 


(^) [The speech of May 5, Pari. Del. 4ith Ser,^ Vo]. 134, pp. 508-13. cv. Gooch (f Temperley, 
Vol. V, p. 75.] 
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No. 186. 

Sir E. Monson to the Marquess of Lansdowne.{^) 

F.O. France 3666. 

(No. 328.) Most Confidential. Paris, D. May 27, 1904. 

My Lord, E. May 28, 1904. 

I said to M. Delcasa6 the day before yesterday that the effect of the prompt 
acceptation by the Eussian Government of the invitation to adhere to the project of 
the Ehedivial Decree forming so important a part in the Anglo-French Arrangement 
of April 8th last, had not failed to produce considerable satisfaction in London. 

His Excellency replied that he hoped that there would be a reciprocity of concilia- 
tion on the part of His Majesty’s Government. That Eussia having tahen a step in 
advance of a friendly nature had a right to expect a corresponding movement from 
Great Britain. 

I said that His Excellency must well know that there was at this moment, and 
had been for some time past, a very sincere readiness in London to meet with cordiality 
any genuine evidence of a friendly policy on the part of Eussia. 

The existmg hostilities in which the latter Power is unfortunately engaged render 
difficult at this moment any material alteration in the relations between the two 
countries ; but the foreign policy of Great Britain is never characterised by any want 
of generosity: and I could not doubt that the Government of the Emperor Nicholas 
would give adequate credence to the assurances of that of my Sovereign as to 
the attitude of Great Britain towards Eussia. 

M. Deloass^ did not pursue the subject. 

T have, &c. 

EDMTTND MONSON 

(') [This is reprinted from Ooooh d Temptrhy, 'Viil, III, p. JO.J 


No. 187. 

Sir €. Hanlintje to the Marquess of Lansdowne, 

F.O. Eussia 1680. 

(No. 272.) St. Peteraburgh, D. May 27, 1904. 

My Lord, B. June 1, 1904, 

I have the honour to inform Your Xiordship that I was yesterday received in 
audience by Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress and presented my credentials 
to His Majesty as the King’s Ambassador at this Court. 

I was accompanied to Tsarsky Selo by the Master of the Ceremonies, the staff of 
His Majesty’s Embassy and Colonel Sir Howard Vincent, for whom I had obtained at 
his own request special permission to be present. 

On leaving the train we were conveyed in State coaches to the Palace. 

Immediately on arrival I was received in private audience by Their Majesties. 

The Emperor, who was wearing the uniform of the Soots Greys and the ribbon 
and star of the Order of the Garter, expressed his pleasure at my return to St. Peters- 
burg, and enquired after the health of Their Majesties the King and Queen. Having 
assured the Emperor of Their Majesties’ welfare I presented my credentials as His 
Majesty’s Ambassador together with a private letter which the King had been pleased 
to entrust to me to hand personally to the Emperor. At the same time in accordance 
with the King’s commands, I ^ve to Their Majesties the affectionate messages of 
friendship and high esteem which I had been dbaar^ by His Majesty to convey, 
together with the assurance of His Majesty’s very earnest desire for the establishment 
of the most cordial and friendly relations between the two Courts, and the hope that 
[16942] o 
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at the conclusion of the war it might be possible to resume and to bring to a satisfac- 
tory conclusion the negotiations which had been initiated by Your Lordship with Count 
BenckendorfE but wWch had unfortunately been temporarily interrupted. The 
Emperor, in thanking me, replied : “ That also is my fervent wish.” 

After a conversation with Their Majesties which lasted some little time the 
Empress expressed a desire to make the acquaintance of Sir Howard Vincent and I 
had the honour of presenting him to Their Majesties who conversed with him for a 
few minutes. The Empress then retired. 

At the Emperor’s request I had the honour of presenting the members of the 
Embassy and, after exchanging a few words with them, His Majesty withdrew. 

We returned to St. Petersburg in the same manner as we had come. 

I have, &c. 

CHAHLBS HAEDINGE. 


No. 188. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1680. 

(No. 283.) St. Peterslurgh, D. June 8, 1904. 

My Lord, E. June 13, 1904. 

When I saw Count Lamsdorff today at his weekly reception, I asked him if Count 
BenckendorfE had transmitted to him Your Lordship’s thanks for the adhesion of the 
Eussian Government to the Khedivial Decree attached to the Anglo-French Agreement. 
His Excellency replied that he had received yesterday a telegram in that sense and 
that he hoped to receive tomorrow the text of the memorandum which you had given 
to the Eussian Ambassador containing the assurances of His Majesty’s Government 
respecting the scope of their future policy in Thibet. (^) 

Count LamsdorfE proceeded to remark that the removal of these questions from 
the sphere of discussion was of happy augury for the future, and that he sincerely 
hoped that, little by little, other questions arising between the British and Eussian 
Governments might be solved in an equally satisfactory and friendly manner. He 
wished to impress upon me that certain reports which had been spread at the beginning 
of the war, but which had since been reduced to their proper proportions, had deeply 
impressed the Eussian people and had forced upon them the conviction that the 
alliance between England and Japan had been concluded with the idea of encouraging 
Japan to declare war against Eussia. Slowly but gradually people were beginning 
to understand that the alliance had been contracted by His Majesty’s Government 
with no hostile intentions but rather with a view to the pacification of the Par East, 
and that, when war had been declared by Japan, His Majesty’s Government were in 
no way to blame for the action of their ally. Nevertheless public opinion in E^iBsia. 
was still very suspicious of the attitude of Great Britain in the present war and the 
conduct of His Majesty’s Government was being very carefully watched and woul^ 
be regarded as a test of their sincerity in wishing to arrive later at a satisfactory 
agreement on all questions in dispute between the two Governments. He fully 
recognised that no negotiations would be possible during the progress of the war, but 
that if it could be shown that during the war the action of His Majesty’s Government 
had been both friendly and neutral there would, he anticipated, be every reason to hope 
that such an attitude would be appreciated by public opinion in Eussia and would 
prepare the ground for more friendly relatione, the realisation of which had always 
been the dream of his official career. 

I reminded Count LamsdorfE that I had already told him on a previous occasion 
that it was the desire and intention of His Majesty’s Government to observe an 
attitude of the strictest- neutrality during the war and that The King, Mr. Balfour 

(^) [v. infra, p. 310, No. 293.] 
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®'iid Your Lordsliip h&d spokon to mo in th ,0 sums sens©. I felt quite confident of 
the loyalty of the intentions of His Majesty’s Government towards the Eussian 
Government, but that he must remember that His Majesty’s Government had 
obligations of neutrality towards the Japanese Government and that he must neither 
expect nor ask them, while observing a friendly neutrality towards Eussia, to take any 
action which might be construed into a breach of thoir neutrality towards Japan. 

Count Lamsdorff at once replied that there was no expectation nor desire that His 
Majesty’s Government should observe any other attitude than that of the strictest 
neutrality towards both of the belligerents during the course of the war, and he assured 
me that there could be no question of placing His Majesty’s Government in such a 
predicament as I had foreshadowed. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 


II.— THE SITUATION ARISING FROM THE PEACE OF 
PORTSMOUTH AND THE RENEWAL OF THE ANGLO- 
JAPANESE ALLIANCE. 

■ i. promotion of an understanding between Eussia and Great Britain was 

intewup^ by various difficulties arising in connexion with the RuR 80 -Jnpano.se War (u. supra 
n- ’ ??■ Better relations began ns a result of friendly rnoRsages conveyed by 

Sir Charles Hardinge from King Kdward in May, 1005 , aa the following shows.] 

No. 189. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquees of Lansdowne. 

P.O. Eussia 1700. 

(No. 860.) Confidential. St. Pctersbnrgh, D. May 30, 1906. 

1. . o. t, , 1^- 5, 1906. 

I arrived m bt. Petersburg .yesterday morning and in the afternoon I called upon 
Count Lamsdorff. 

P-^ reoeived by His Excellency I conveyed to him, by the King’s command, 
the mendly messages which His Majesty had entrusted to me*(^) 

» , J Count Lamsdorff that The King had preserved a very pleasant remembrance 
of his mternew with him nearly three years ago and that His' Majesty had confidence 
m mm in the loiowledge that his efforts would always be directed towards the main- 
tenanee of peace and the promotion of good relations between the two countries. 

Count Lamsiiorfl was evidently very pleased at receiving His Majesty’s gracious 
message and, while asking me io convey to The King his most respectful thanks, 
assu^d me that it was his great aim and object to improve the relations between 
England and Eussia, and that he trusted that His Majesty’s Government would fully 
realise that ^enuous efforts were being repeatedly made by interested parties to stir 
between the two countries but that ha hoped that the two Governments, 
while thoroughly appreciating the danger to be apprehended, would succeed in 
fnistrating such a policy by carefully avoiding any incidents likely to stir up animosity 
or ill-feelmg. For this reason he regretted all the more such an incident as that of the 
detention and return of Colonel Waters(*) which, though evidently due to a complete 
mirande^tMdmg, might possibly create an unfavourable impression which, if it 
existed,^ begged me to do my utmost to mitigate and remove. He fully realised the 
actual difficulties of the present situation but he was full of hope and confidence that 

(*) [These are indicated in Six Sidney Leo ; 

(®) [cp. Colonel W. H. Waters: Beoret and 
an aooount of the incident from Colonel Wst^' 

[16942] 


Kina EdmrS 711 (W27), H, p. 806.] 
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at the end of this miserable war a solution would be found for all the questions at 
issue between the two Governments, in the same manner that a friendly arrangement 
had been come to between England and Prance. He enlarged at some length upon the 
advantage to Eussia of the latter agreement, and stated that the news of the success of 
The King’s recent visit to Paris had given him great satisfaction. It was only quite 
recently that he had expressed himself in similar terms to the Emperor, who had at 
the same time expressed his conviction of The King’s friendly sympathy towards him. 

I assured Count Lamsdorff that in this the Emperor wag not mistaken, and that I 
was convinced that His Majesty’s Government would be only too ready and willing to 
resume at the proper moment the negotiations for an all-round settlement of out- 
standing questions with Eussia which had unfortunately been interrupted by the 
outbreak of war. I remarked that His Majesty’ [stc] Government fully appreciated the, 
attitude of the Eussian Government in having avoided by their instructions to the 
Eussian Naval Commanders any repetition of the incidents which had last year 
produced such a strain on the peaceful relations of the two countries, and I pointed 
out that this moderation had been warmly reciprocated in the efforts made by His 
Majesty’s Government to avoid any possibility of suspicion of hostility towards the 
Eussian Fleet in its passage to the Far East or of partiality in their obligations as a 
neutral towards Japan. 

I seized the opportunity to bring the conversation round to Mr. Balfour’s speech 
in the House of Commons on Imperial Defence, (^) and I pointed out that the Prime 
Minister’s remarks dealt entirely with the problem of defence, and that His Majesty’s 
Government no more contemplated at the present moment the possibility of a Eussian 
attack on India than a French invasion of Great Britain. This was made perfectly 
obvious by Mr. Balfour’s own words wKen he stated that he did not believe that the 
invasion of India formed any part of the policy of the Eussian Government, while the 
conduct of His Majesty’s Government in Thibet, Afghanistan and Persia during the 
past two years gave abundant proofs of their peaceful and unaggressive intentions 
and of their desire to avoid any semblance of taking advantage of Eussia’s difficulties 
in the Par East. 

Count Lamsdorff assured me that, in spite of the outcry which had been raised in 
some of the organs of the Eussian press, he had never regarded the Prime Minister’s 
speech as having any hostile tendency towards Eussia, that every country had a 
legitimate right to take the necessary measures for its own defence, and that the 
measures contemplated by Mr. Balfour were evidently of a purely defensive nature 
relating to future rather than to actual eventualities and inferring a state of relations 
between the two countries which he had every confidence would be avoided. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 
A very satisfactory communication^ 


(3) [Speech of May 11, 1905. Pari. Deh,, ith Spt., Vol. 146, pp. 62-84.] 


EM. 


No. 190. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1701. 

(No. 887.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. Jwne 18, 1905. 

My Lord, ■ E. June 19, 1906. 

The general opinion in diplomatic circles in St. Petersburg is that there has 
recently been a change in Eussian sentiment towards Germany and that the sympathy 
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which existed between these two countries is not now as warm as was the case a few 
months ago. The impression seems to prevail that the German Emperor has been 
fishing in troubled waters and that having displayed excessive friendliness towards 
Eussia while there was a hope that Eussian arms might yet be victorious, and having 
profited by this appearance of friendliness to float a Eussian loan on highly 
advantageous terms for German financiers, and to obtain large orders for military and 
naval stores of every kind, the fulfilment of which had strained to the utmost the 
obligations of Germany as a neutral Power, ilis M.'ajesty has diverted his sympathy 
from Eussia to Japan as the rising Power with whom it would now be more profitable 
to enter into closer and more friendly relations. 

I have been told by the French Minister that the action of the German Emperor 
in raising the Morocco question immediately after the battle of Mukden, which appears 
to have been the psychological moment for a change in the policy of the German 
Emperor, had deeply wounded Eussian susceptibilities by showing to the world that 
he considered that after her reverses in the Far East the support of Eussia was a 
factor upon which France could no longer count as effective in Europe. The irritation 
caused by this feeling had been still further increased by a telegram which the Gorman 
Emperor had sent to the Emperor of Eussia asking His Majesty to impress upon 
the French Government the necessity of I'oming to terms with Germany in a settlement 
of the Morocco question. The Emperor had at onco replied by a curt refusal, stating 
that Eussian interests were small in Moroc'co, but that, even if they were not so, he 
would in no case act in opposition to France. 

Although little notice at the time was taken by the Eussian press of the speech 
made by the German Emperor a few weeks ago accusing Eussian officers of dissipation, 
I am informed that the Emperor, who regarded it as an unwarranted attack upon the 
honour of his army, was deeply wounded by it. 

Again, the exceptionally friendly reception given to the Japanese Prince 
Arisugawa and the bestowal of the Order of the Black Fjagle upon Tlis Imperial 
Highness, although it must be admitted that the Gorman Emperor could hardly have 
done otherwise, gave nevertheless great offence to the Emperor and the Eussian Court. 

Finally the resignation of Monsieur Delcassd, who is regarded in Eussia as the 
corner stone of the Franco-Eussian alliance, is considered to have been due to the 
action of the German Emperor and to his desire to prove to Franco and to the world 
the futility of that alliance. 

These incidents, combined with the restless spirit and feverish energy of the 
German Emperor, have impressed the Emperor with the conviction of how little the 
friendship of Germany is to be relied on and that, in coquetting with Japan, the 
German Emperor is playing for his own hand and is now offering to Japan the 
sympathy and encouragement which a few months ago were so freely lavished upon 
Eussia. 

It must not however be supposed that a coolness with Germany would be of any 
but a temporary and platonic character, for a friendly Germany is now more than ever 
essential to Eussia’s needs, and she has been, and probably will be for many years, the 
only Power of whom Eussia is really afraid. 

I have. &c. 

CHARLEB HARDINGE 


MINUTE BY KING EDWARD. 
The information ta important. 


E.R. 



Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 


F.O. Eussia 1702. 

(No. 526.) St. Petershurgh, D. Septemher 6, 1905. 

My Lord, E. September 16, 1905. 

The news reached St, Petersburg last night of the signature at Portsmouth, 
U[nited] S[tates of] A[merica], of the Treaty of Peace between Eussia and Japan 
after exactly nineteen months of war.(^) 

Telegrams received from the provinces during the past week have confirmed the 
first impressions, reported in my telegram No. 159 of the 31st ultima, (^) of the joy and 
enthusiasm which the news of the conclusion of peace has produced throughout the 
whale country with the exception perhaps of St. Petersburg where opinions are 
divided and where an influential section of public opinion, inspired by the military 
and reactionary parties makes no secret of its preference for the continuation of the 
war. The views of these latter are represented only by the '' Novoe Vremya,'’ peace 
being warmly acclaimed by the whole of the liberal press. It is not the conditions 
of peace to which exception is taken by this party in favour of war which receives 
strong support from the great majority of ladies in St. Petersburg society who, I 
may add^ parenthetically, have hardly any relations at all in the Eussian army in 
Manchuria, but the opinion is openly expressed that the war should have been 
indefinitely prolonged until a decisive victory had been obtained, and that the 
conclusion of peace after such an unbroken record of disasters both on land and sea 
IS an intolerable humiliation. All such persons believe that another great battle 
would have resulted in the victory which they have so long and so ardently desired, 
but this view is not in accord with foreign expert opinion nor with that even of 
many Eussians. 


I received a visit two days ago from a Eussian officer whom I have known for 
some years and who has occupied a high position on the general staff in Manchuria 
from the very cor^encement of the war, and who had returned from the front only 
a few days previously. He spoke without reserve of the military situation in 
Manchuria and said that the Eussian and Japanese positions were now so strongly 
fortified as to be almost impregnable, and that an attack by either army on the 
positions opposed to them would be almost certain to end in disaster and terrible 
losses. As a matter of fact, although the Eussian army was in a position to attack, 
TT whether it would be able to advance even if the attack was successful. 

Under these circumstances if the war had been continued the two armies facing each 
^ compelled to remain in their actual positiona, but the Japanese 

would have been free to invest Vladivostock and to occupy Khaborovak and the 
mantime pro^neea, a situation which would have produced a bad moral impreaaion 
not only in Eussia huF especially on General Linievitch’s army. He was therefore 

I^Sv solution of tlie 

El reply to my enquiry as to how the news of peace would be received by tbrj^ 

m Manchuna, he added that the desire for peace and for withdrawal from Manchum 
was general, hut only after a victoiy had been obtained. mancnuna 

• conjectures of what might have been are at present of purely speculative 

interest and now that the chapter of this terrible war can be regarded as defiS 
closed it may perhaps not he out of place to offer a few remarks upon the nosition 


(^) fv. supra, pp. 107-11, No. 101.] 

ox reproduced. It stated that while the news of the neacft ^ * 

St. Petershurgh without enthusiasm, considerable satisfaction haZ been 

proYincial towns, F.O. Russia 1706.] shown in fh© large 
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I need hardly remind Your Lordship of the campaign of malicious lies and 
misrepresentation which was initiated against Great Britain simultaneously with the 
outbreak of war and which lasted during the first year of its progress, commencing 
with the reported utilisation of Wei-hei-wei as the base from which the Japanese 
fleet made their attack on the Bussian fleet at Port Arthur on the 8th of February 
and culminating with the accusations levelled against the Hull fishermen of complicity 
in an attack by imaginery torpedo-boats on the Baltic fleet, nor is it necessary for me 
to recapitulate all the serious incidents which have occurred during the past eighteen 
months and which on more than one occasion have strained the relations existing 
between the two countries almost to breaking point. During all this period the 
position of His Majesty’s Embassy has been one of difficulty while that of British 
subjects residing in Eussia has not been without personal risk, owing to the bitter 
hostility and incitement of the Chauvinistic press against England and all that was 
English. The firm attitude of His Majesty’s Government in openly refuting the 
baseless charges made against their policy and officials, the determined remonstrances 
addressed to the Bussian Government against the illegal actions of their naval 
officers, and finally the temperate proposal of arbitration after an unprecedented 
outburst of warlike indignation owing to the unfortunate incident on the Dogger 
Bank, which was eventually proved to have been an unwarrantable attack on harmless 
British fishing-vessels, thus avoiding what would have been a useless and unprofitable 
war, all these causes have tended to impress the Bussian Government and Bussian 
public opinion with a more favourable idea of the dignity and impartiality with which 
His Majesty’s Government faithfully discharged their obligations of neutrality not 
only towards Eussia but also towards their Japanese allies. The loyalty of .His 
Majesty’s Government to that of France during the recent Morocco incident has also 
afforded a useful object lesson which has had due effect, and I have no hesitation 
in asserting my opinion that during the past six months there has been a decided 
improvement in public sentiment towards England, that the bitter hostility which 
was daily displayed in the Bussian press has almost entirely disappeared, and that 
the relatione between the two countries are now on a more friendly footing than has 
been the case since the outbreak of war. 

It is always possible that an incident, for example on the Afghan frontier, might 
provoke a recrudescence of animosity, but it must be remembered that the military 
and Chauvinistic party in Eussia has fortunately sustained during the past war a 
shock from which it is probable that it will never recover, and that the liberal and 
constitutional party, the party of the future, is less likely to embark on a policy of 
adventure, there being every probability that its attention and that of the country 
will for a long time be entirely engrossed with questions of constitutional 
development. 

I have, &o. 

CHAELES HAKDINGE. 


No. 192. 

Sir C. Haidinge to the Marquest of Lamdowie. 

F.O. Eussia 1702. 

(No. 578.) Confidential. St. P&tertburgh, D. Septemher 1906. 

My Lord, B. September 80, 1906. 

I called this afternoon upon Mr. Hartwig, Director of the first Department of 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and he informed me confidentially that in accordance 
with the agreement with His Majesty’s Government Monriew Klemm had been 
appointed Consul General at Meshed and fcrt he would leave Bombay during the 
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month of November, a few weeks having been allowed him to settle his private affairs 
in India. His euocessor had not yet been designated. • x i.- 

While thanking Mr. Hartwig for this communication I expressed my satisfaction 
that we had thus succeeded in settling a question which had been pending for the 
last six years and I impressed upon him the necessity of paying special attention to 
the selection of a successor to Mr. Klemm who should be of a conciliatory character 
and a thorough gentleman, so that an end might once for all he put to the era of 
suspicion and distrust which had surrounded the Eussian Consulate at Bombay from, 
the very moment of its establishment. 

Mr. Hartwig replied that he was fully alive to the importance of a good selection. 
He added that the settlement of this long pending question gave him great satisfaction 
as being of happy augury for the removal in the near future of other sources of 
suspicion and distrust between our two countries. The loyal cooperation of His 
Majesty’s Government in Macedonia and Crete, especially in the latter island, proved 
conclusively that there need be no cause for conflict between Great Britain and 
Eussia in the Near East and that Eussia would be left a free hand for the impending 
struggle with Germany on the shores of the Bosphorus. The questions pending in 
Asia could with a little moderation on both sides be easily settled, and although 
Count Benckendorff repeatedly wrote that the idea of a Eussian invasion of India 
was deeply ingrained in the minds of Englishmen he could assure me that such 
ambitions were only to be found in the most shallow brains of the military classes 
and that there was at this moment in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs a document 
prepared by General Kuropatkin in 1899 in which it was stated that the actual 
frontier of Eussia and Afghanistan was ideal and should under no circumstances 
be modified. As for Persia where Eussia had important interests, there should be 
no difficulty in arriving at a satisfactory settlement and the Persian should be 
prevented at ah costs from playing off England against Eussia and vice versd. 

I remarked to Mr. Hartwig that I entirely shared his views as to the feasibility of 
settling satisfactorily all questions that might be pending in Asia between the two 
Governments but I fully realised the importance which the Eussian Government 
attached to the maintenance of good relations with her western neighbour and I had 
some doubts as to whether an Anglo-Eussian agreement would not provoke a serious 
outburst of ill-humour at Berlin which might prejudice the good relations so happily 
existing between Germany and Eussia. 

To this Mr. Hartwig replied with some warmth that although the Eussian 
Government naturally attached importance to the maintenance of friendly relations 
with their neighbours the policy of the German Emperor was appreciated at the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs at its proper value and was dictated solely by self interest. 
The latest attempt had been to insinuate every sort of danger to be apprehended 
from the new Anglo- Japanese Treaty and that it constituted a menace to German 
interests in China. (^) Nevertheless it was not for the German Government to interfere 
in questions pending between the British and Eussian Governments in Asia in which 
they could have no interest nor concern. He alluded bitterly to the duplicity of the 
German Government in having declared at the time of the South African War that 
they were in possession of a document from the Eussian Government proposing 
intervention while in reality it was a document which he himself had drafted and 
which Count Osten-Sacken had delivered stating that Eussia had no interests in 
South Africa and that if the German Government were of opinion that intervention 
was necessary at that stage of the war they themselves should take the first step. 

Mr. Hartwig continued that in any case, and even before a general settlement 
could be made, there were many points of friction between the Agents of the two 
Governments which with a little good will on each side might be removed. 

For instance in the reports received from Mr. Kolokoloff Eussian Consul General 
at Hashgar, there were continual complaints of the unfriendly activity of 

(1) [op. infra., p. 204, No. 193, enoL] 



Mr. Macartney the British Consul, and it was evident that the Chinese with their 
customary skill were playing off one official against the other. The evil results of this 
state of affairs were that fantastic reports were spread on each side of military activity, 
and the military officers with the Bussian outposts in the Pamirs were in a perpetual 
fever of excitement. He had already on more than one occasion written to 
Mr. Kolokoloff and urged him to maintain friendly relations with his British Colleague 
and not to allow himself to be the dupe of Chinese intrigues. 

I expressed my approval of the advice given to the Bussian Consul General but 1 
thought that the reported activity of Mr. Macarhiey must be exaggerated as he had 
occupied his present position for several years and I believed that he had always 
been on friendly terms with Mr. Petrowsky, the predecessor of the present Consul 
General. 

Mr. Hartwig further drew my attention to an unfriendly article which had 
appeared in the “ Novoe Vremya” a few days ago relating to the recent British 
frontier award m Seistan and stated that certain circles, including some officials of 
the Ministry of War, were much perturbed at tho reports which had been spread that 
it was now within the power of the British Government to reduce the province of 
Seistan to an arid desert. The Eussian Consul in Seistan who was now on leave, had 
called on him yesterday and in reply to his enquiry about the frontier award had 
stated that the delimitation could not have been carried out with greater justice but 
that the Persians complained that the award regulating the distribution of the waters 
of the Plelmund was not fair since the fertility of the province of Seistan depended 
on the caprice of one British Engineer whose decision was to be final. Such an 
arrangement would be sure to cause endless trouble. Another drawback was to be 
found in the fact that the map showing tho delimitation of the Perso-Afghan frontier 
had only been executed in duplicate, of which one copy had been carried off by 
Colonel MacMahon and the other had been confided to the Kargnzar of Seistan under 
a promise to keep it secret. He did not understand the motives for such mystery 
but if the map had boon published the Bussian Government would have been happy to 
deny the unfairness of the delimitation and to tell the Persians that they would have 
to adhere to it. 

I told Mr. Hartwig that Colonel MacMahon had anticipated that his frontier 
award would be accepted with more difficulty by the Afghans than by the Persians 
and that if the latter now complain of their treatment it is an additional testimony 
of the fairness of the award. As regards the objections raised to the water award 
I asked Mr. Hartwig what remedy he would propose. 

He at once replied that it was a matter which should be entrusted to a joint 
commission to regulate, and that it should not be dependent on a single individual 
who would be exposed to influences of different kinds. 

I did not pursue this question further but I strongly suspect that Mr. Hartwig’s 
idea was that the Eussian Consul should be a member of the joint commission which 
he reconunended. 

My interview ended with a renewed assurance from Mr, Hartwig of his desire to 
remove all petty cases of friction by friendly co-operation with a view to preparing 
for an arrangement on broader lines between the two Governments. 

I have thought it worth while to report at some length Mr. Hartwig’s conversation 
with me as he plays a considerable r61e at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in all 
Asiatic questions, is the right hand of Count Larasdorff and enjoys his complete 
confidence, but not entirely mine. 

I have, (fee. 

OHABTjBS haedingb, 

P.S.— Since writing the above I have read Sir Arthur Hardinge's despatches 
which have reached me under flying seal from which it is evident that twi refusal of 
me Persian Govenunwt to accept Colonel MacMahon ’s wt^r award was due to the 
intrigues of the Eussian Legation of which Mr. BDartwig must have been perfectly 



aware in our interview, and it is probable that the Shah received encouragement in 
this course during His Majesty’s visit to Bt. Petersburg when I forwarded by Sir iL 
Hardinge’s request a sealed letter addressed by him to the Ain-ed-Dowleh, of which 
I did not know the contents, but which I now see contained an appeal m His Highness 
t(» accept the award and which may not improbably have been a subject of discussion 

at Peterhof. _ 

C. H. 

Se^ptemher 27, 1905. 


No. 193. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.i^) 

F.O. Eussia 1703. 

(No. 586.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. October 1, 1905. 

My Lord, October 9, 1905. 

Two events of interest have occurred during the past week, viz., the return of 
Monsieur Witte from his mission and the publication of the Anglo- Japanese Treaty. (®) 
M. Witte arrived in St. Petersburg on the 28th ultimo and had no formal 
reception, a few officials and friends being at the station to meet him. On the following 
day he was summoned by the Emperor to Biorki [sic] where he was received by 
Majesty on the Imperial yacht “Polar Star ” and had the honour of the title of Count 
being conferred upon him. Much speculation is rife as to the result of M. Witte’s 
audience with the Emperor William(®) and many conjectures are hazarded as to the 
object of the special honour which has been conferred upon him by the presentation 
of the Collar of the Eed Eagle, which was officially announced in the Eussian press as 
being the Ciollar of the Black Eagle and was regarded as a very remarkable demonstra- 
tion of Imperial favour. It is however possible that this distinction has no more 
significance than the high military order bestowed oh General Stoessel on the surrender 
of Port Arthur, and the desire of the Emperor to enlist the sympathies of a Euseian 
official who is still likely to play a considerable role in the future. It is quite certain 
that whatever may have been the subjects of discussion in Berlin and at Eomentin [sic] , 
M, Witte had received no special instructions from the Emperor, and at the Miniefe^ 
for Foreign Affairs it has since been denied that any arrangement was arrived at. 

I hear however from a private source that Count Witte has returned intensely 
gratified with the reception accorded to him by the Emperor William which he 
describes as the same as that accorded to a sovereign, and with which his reception at 
Cherbourg compares very unfavourably. He takes credit to himself for the solution 
of the difference between Germany and France relating to Morocco, and advocates the 
establishment of close relatione between these two countries. Flattered in his vanity 
by the exceptional honours paid to him by the Emperor William and Prince Bulow, 
Count Witte, who was previously an open opponent of German influence m Bussian 
policy, has returned to St. Petersburg an enthusiastic admirer of the German BmperOr, 
and a warm adherent of a policy of rapprocherrimt with Germany. * 

The publication of the text of the Anglo-Japanese Agreement may, not 
improbably, have contributed to, or at least facilitated, Count Witte’s conversion. 

It has not however been received, on the whole, in an unfriendly manner by the 

(1) [M. Witte's published statement on August 29, 1905, is given in Tyler Dennett’s Roosevelt^ 
(1925), p. 261. Apparently M. Witte did not yet Imow of the Treaty of BjSrko (tJ. p. 95, No. 91. 
noU). An account of the reception of the Treaty by the Japanese public is given in 
Sir C. MacDonald, No. 246 of September 28, R. October 30, 1905. This is not reproduced as most 
of the details were published in the press at the time.] 

(^) [t).‘ supra, p. 174, Ed. note, and p. 182, Nos. 179-80,] 

* (3) [This was on September 26 and 27 at-Eominten. v. G.P. XIX, II, pp. 505-15 and Count 
Witte: MSmoires (1921), pp. 374-80. He states p. 381 that he spoke of the Treaty of Bjdrlco 
'with the Emperor William II but only saw the te3j;t on reaching St. Petersburgh. The Emperor^s 
^ooouhtv G.P. XIX, II, p. 510, is somewhat difiorent.] 
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Kussian press, the criticisms expressed being in the main reasonable. The effect of its 
publication had been to a certain extent discounted by the earlier announcements 
made in the press as to its general tenour, from which it was evident that the 
reactionary organs were annoyed at the conclusion of the agreement, some of them, 
such as the “Novoe Vremja,” advocating a counter-combination with Germany or 
America, while, the references made in the liberal press have been of a generally 
friendly character. 

The "Eurb” which receives inspiration from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
and may now bo regarded as the organ of that department, holds that the real 
significance of the agreement depends on the interpretation to be attached to such 
terms as “EaHtorn Asia” and ‘‘special interosts” mentioned in Articles 11 and TV, 
and the necessity is indicated of a comprehensive statement of the extent and nature 
of English aims in Asia. If the policy of England is actuated by peaceful motives 
and the mainlenance of British rights and interests already existing, then no difficulty 
need be experienced irr arriving at an agreement between England and Eussia. _ 

Other liberal organe express the hope that the Anglo-, Japanese Alliance will prove 
the futility of further adventures in the Ear East and that Eussia will henceforward 
devote her attentiona to internal reform and tho more pressing problems awaiting 
solution in Europe and the Near East. 

Although the manifestations of ill-humour of the German press have been re-echoed 
in the “Novoe Vremja” and other reactionary journals, it is fully realised that a 
Eusso-Germun uiifh'rstuiKlijig in Asia ns a counterpoise to the .Japanese Alliance might 
jeopardise Eussian aspirations in the Near East and would most certainly weaken the 
Pranco-Eussian Alliance in Europe. 

T have the honour to enclose herewith a s<uumary by Captain Smith of the 
comments of the principal journals on th(' Anglo-Japanese Agreement. 

1 have, (fee. 

cii.aei.es JIAEDINOE. 


Enclosure in No. 198. 

Press Comments on the Anglo-Japanese Alliance. 

The " Novoe Vremya ” after pointing out diacrepancies between the two Treaties, 
maintains that the Alliance ia directed against Baaeia, and that such preponderance of 
power as it gives to England and Japan in Asia does not make for peace. Bat, whilst 
advising a counter political Cbmbtnation, which will only make peace surer and more 
lasting if peace bo England’s real aim, it coneiders immediate action in this direction 
would be inadvisable, and would encounter enormous difficultiea, although the present 
time ia undoubtedly favourable to preparatory work of this kind. Future Kuasian 
Policy must be guided entirely by precise knowledge as to the real aims of the Alliance, 
and of the "special intereste" referred to in Article TV. The evidences apparent 
of England’s willingness to enUghfeen Buaeia on this latter point diould be taken 
advantage of. 

The "Buss" temperately and in a oonciliatory manner, points out that if 
England, by reason of her Alliance, initiates an aggressive policy in Asia, attempting 
to draw under her special inffuenoe territories formerly outside this sphere, and strives 
to consolidate her authority over all Southern Asia, from the China Sea to the Persian 
Oulf mclasive, then it mil necessitate fresh military and perhaps even new political 
Combinations, Again, Bnssia having no intention of invading India, views wirii 
indifference any measures takm by England wifcin the krandarii^ of her Indian 
Bm^ but &d same canwjt be said of " regions in isroximify to the Indian Frontier. ’ 
For tl^ reason it is highly advisable to remove aB ambiguity with reference to 
Ariades n and IV and such terms as "ladem Ada," & "spedal mterests.” It 
rdfeerates iin dt«ex|^reeeed opinion that there need be no conSiot betwedj Bussian and 
In^ intereds la Ada, and iiinks that if ligand is honestly actuated by peaceful 



204 


motives and ie striving solely to safeguard only those interests at present existing and 
which are hers by right, then there is no reason why an understanding should not be 
arrived at, with a possible agreement based on this ground. But at the present more 
than any other time the first step in this direction must be made by England and not 
by Eussia. In connection with this it is a fact worthy of note that whilst Continental 
papers are discussing the advisability and possibility of counter-coalitions, the more 
serious English papers speak of an Anglo-Eussian Agreement. However first and 
foremost a plain and comprehensive statement of the extent and nature of English 
claims in Asia is absolutely necessary. 

The “ Novosti ” speaks in warmest terms of the letter dated 6 Sep[tember], 
1905, and considers that read in conjunction with the Treaty and the comments of 
the leading English journals on the subject of an Anglo-Eussian Agreement it proves 
the sincerity of England’s desire for peace. Warning Eussian Politicians of the 
dangers besetting them at present, it urges wariness lest they commit an irreparable 
mistake. Whilst fully recognising Germany’s good ofSces and hoping for a long 
continuance of the existing relations between Germany and Eussia, it quotes facta to 
prove that it is not to the latter’s advantage to share Germany’s quarrels with England, 
and frankly states that there is more danger to be apprehended by joining an 
Anti-British Coalition than from an Anglo-Eussian Agreement, for which it has always 
been a strong advocate. 

The “ Slovo” characteristically, regrets the lost opportunities of an Alliance with 
Japan and stigmatises the signature of a Treaty by a Christian England, a groat 
white European Power, with a heathen Japan, a yellow Asiatic Power, as the consum- 
mation of an unnatural crime against Eussia, Europe, and the whole civilised World. 
Considers the Alliance as an impudent attempt to place the whole Asiatic continent 
under a Doctrine similar to the Monroe Doctrine, established by another branch of the 
Anglo-Saxon race in the New World. An attempt best answered by a Coalition of 
Prance, Germany, and Eussia. 

The local German newspapers state that the Alliance affects Eussian interests 
throughout the whole of Asia, and consider that as an outcome of this Treaty there 
may be a delimitation of English and Eussian spheres of Influence in Asia. At present 
Eussia is, and for many years to come will remain helpless, except by combining with 
other European Powers in an Anti-British Coalition. 

St. Petershurg, 1905, (3 October). 


No. 194. 

The Marquess of Lansdovme to Sir C. Hardinge. 

P.O. Eussia 1697. 

(No. 296.) 

rn, T 3 ■ Foreign Office, October 8, 1906. 

The Eussian Ambassador called upon me today on his return to London, and we 
had a very amicable conversation upon various subjects. ■ . 

His Excellency asked me how I thought we stood with regard to the possibility of 
arriving at an understanding between the two Powers. He said that our new; Treaty 
with Japan had undoubtedly come rather as a shock to the Eussian public. Qn the 
other hand, the feeling of the Government was not unfriendly, and he menfewmed in 
particular Count Lamsdorff’s readiness to discuss the question of such an under- 
standing. His Excellency doubted however whether it would be prudent to say too 
mnch upon the subject at this moment. He was himself about to leave almcHSt 
imni^iately for Copenhagen, after which he would pay a short visit to Eussia. He 
would then have an opportunity of consulting with Count LamsdorflE, and would, be in 
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a better position to explain the ideas of the Eussian Government when he 
came back. 

His Excellency referred with much satisfaction to the tone of the English news- 
papers, and particularly to the article which appeared in the “ Times ” of yesterday — 
an article which, as I reminded him, was founded upon information supplied to the 
“Times” by its St. Petersburg Correspondent, and apparently derived from official 
sources. I said that I had not yet had any opportunity of discussing this important 
question with the Prime Minister. T felt sure, however, that he would be as ready as I 
was to approach in the most friendly spirit such a negotiation as that at which His 
Excellency had hinted. My own feeling was that it would be a mistake to attempt too 
much, or to allow it to be understood that the two countries were on the eve of a 
comprehensive transaction analogous to that which had taken place between France 
and Great Britain. My idea of the procedure to be followed was rather that we should 
take up in detail any outsfandtng points as to which differences of opinion had mani- 
fested themselves and endeavour to dispose of these, and that we should then pass on 
to others, if we found that our work proceeded successfully. 

I had in my mind, although I did not refer to it, the question of the relations 
between Eussian and Afghan officials, which His F.xcellency and T had on more than 
one occasion discussed before the war broke out. 

I ended by saying that, m the meanwhile, T thought it satisfactory that we should 
be working together harmoniously in Grete, and also in regard to the Macedonian 
question. 

Count Bcnckendorff expressed agreement with what T had said, and said that he 
would repeat the substance of our conversation to Count Tiamsdorff. 

■ T am. &c. 

LANRBOWNE. 


No. 196. 

Sir C. Hardmge to the Marquess of Lansdotone. 

F.O. Eussia 1708. 

(No. 594.) Very Confidential, St. Petershurgh, D. October 4, 1905. 

My Lord, K. October 9, 1905. 

The French Ambassador called upon me this afternoon and told me that he had 
had an interview with Count Witte whom he found filled 'mth an exaggerated idea of 
the rdle which he had lately played in international politics at Portsmouth, completely 
under the impression of his recent reception in Germany,!') and in a state of rabid 
irritation over the Anglo- Japanese alliance. He told Monsieur Borapard that it was 
absolutely necessary that the Powers should make a reply to the Anglo- Japanese 
agreement, that it should be met by a Franoo-Russian and German coaHtion, and 
that he had urged this at Berlin, where he found Germany a strong partisan of the 
Dual Alliance. Monsieur Bompard replied that, although it might suit Germany for 
the time being to be a partisan of the Dual Alliance, in this case it was not likely that 
the coalition he suggested would be realised, since no advantage would be gained from 
it by Prance who enjoyed friendly relations with England, against whom the coalition 
was apparently (to be ?) directed.!*) 

Monsieur Bompard told me that the French Government were anxious as io the 
situation here and as to the possibility of a rapprochement between Rnesia and 
Germany, that Count Lamsdorff was very reserved whenever he allnded to the Anglo- 
Japanese agreement, and that Count Witte must now be regarded as absolutely 

(‘) fcp. supro, pp. 20W, No. 198.] 

(*) [it. and p. 204, itael.] 



206 


German, in his sympathies and as a dangerous element for the future. Owing to the 
anxiety of the French Government he had been obliged to defer taking leave, azid 
as he gathered that his Government anticipated that Hie Majesty’s Government would 
make some move towards the establishment of more friendly relations with the 
Eussian Government in which they would be able to co-operate, he asked me if 1 
was aware of any such project being in view. 

I replied that although I knew that Your Lordship had a sincere desire for friendly 
relations with Eussia and for the settlement of all questions pending between the two 
countries, I had received no instructions to formally raise the question, and in my own 
opinion to do so at the present moment would be premature and might tend to 
frustrate the object in view. As regards the possibility of a rapprochement between 
Eussia and Germany, it was difficult to see what advantage Eussia would gain in the 
Far East where Germany is powerless, while Eussian interests and aspirations would 
necessarily suffer from such an alliance in the Near East. So long as France main- 
tained her present attitude any coalition proposed by Germany would be almost 
certain to end in failure. 

Monsieur Bompard asked me whether a coalition between Eussia, Germany and 
the United States was possible, to which I replied that it appeared to me in the highest 
degree improbable in view of President Roosevelt’s relatione with both England and 
Japan and of his attitude towards the question of the “open door” which both 
Powers were pledged to maintain. 

Later in the afternoon I saw Count Lamsdorff at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
and, the conversation having turned to the Russian press, I remarked that I was on 
the whole very satisfied with the attitude assumed by the Russian press towards the 
Anglo- Japanese agreement, and that the criticisms made had been reasonable and not 
generally unfriendly. As however the press in Eussia cannot be regarded as an 
indication of the attitude of the Government, I begged him to tell me quite frankly, 
and unofficially if he wished, the real opinion of the Government on the subject of the 
Anglo-Japanese agreement. 

Count Lamsdorff expressed the desire that our conversation should be regarded as 
unofficial and of a private character and proceeded to inform me that the Agreement 
had created a most unfavourable impression in Government circles, that the fact of its 
being aimed at Russia could not possibly be denied, and that the Eussian Government 
resented the introduction of a third Power like Japan in questions which did not 
concern her, but which affected England and Russia in Central Asia. Had there been 
no such treaty the moment of the conclusion of peace would have been a most 
favourable opportunity for the settlement of all questions pending between England 
and Russia which he himself had always ardently desired, but that the hostile criticisaa 
provoked by the new treaty precluded such a possibility at present. , , 

I replied to Count Lamsdorff that I must remind him of the friendly a^spiii|^ 
that I had already given him on Your Lordship’s behalf, but that even if a^ee^^^t 
was aimed at Russia which I would not admit as conclusive, its defensive character 
could not possibly be denied. As he ha4 spoken to me frankly I, would do the same to 
him in discussing that part of the agreement to whihh he had referred and to which 
he seemed to take special exception. While insisting on the fact that the agreement 
was a form of national insurance against a condition of affairs which I trusted would 
never arise, I called his attention to what had been going on in Central Asia during the 
past ten years. There, a, System of railways of purely strategic importance had been 
built by the Eussian Government at the cost of great sacrifices and had been brought 
down to the frontier of ^^^stan, ‘which the Eussian Government had repeatedly 
declared to be, putside tbifir sphere of influence, and to the very gates of Herat. If it 
.wpxe asked against whpwl these, preparations were directed the only possible reply was 
th# they were intended to facilitate an attack on Afghanistan or India. I had never 
behey^ that any person connected with the Russian Government seriously oontem- 
the invasion of India, but there was no doubt that it was intended that there 
perpetual means of exerting pressure upon England by military movements 
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on the Afghan frontier in the event of any cause for disagreement or any incident 
arising, whether in the Near Bast, the North Sea or eleewhere. Such a situation 
would resemble that of Turkey and the Oreat Powers with their naval demonstrations, 
and would constitute a standing menace to India. As England had no pretension to 
be a military Power with forces on a continental scale, she was fully justified in taking 
steps to assure her frontiers from attack and to ensure the status quo in Asia, while 
herself harbouring no aggressive intentions. 

Count Lamsdorff did not refute my statement but argued that when an agreement 
had been arrived at between the two countries no reasons for discord or menace would 
exist, and that it was hardly fair to state that the Russian railways in Central Asia 
were for purely strategic purposes. 

I did not pursue this point further but I asked Count Lamsdorfi whether, in hie 
private opinion, he considered the question of the resumption of negotiations with a 
view to the settlement of outstanding differences as inopportune for the time being or 
as indefinitely deferred, and I remarked that, although there might be disadvantage in 
being too precipitate, I could see no reason for the latter view. 

Count Lamsdorff replied that, in spite of all present impressions and speculative 
eventualities, he was still sincerely desirous of placing the relations between England 
and Russia on a firm and friendly basis, but that ho considered that it would be a 
mistake to attempt at the present moment the resumption of the previous negotiations. 
He thought however that both Governments should endeavour to settle between them 
in a friendly manner such questions as could be dealt with singly so as to convince 
public opinion of the advantages to be obtained from friendly relations and thus to 
prepare the way for the settlement of all outstanding differences. He warned me at 
the same time that systematic and untiring efforts were being made here to render 
impossible the attainment of the object which we had in view. 

I thanked Count Lamsdorff for his frankness and he begged once more that what 
he had said might he regarded as unofficial. 

It appears to me that Count Lamsdorff has to a certain extent fallen under the 
influence of Count Witte who makes no effort to conceal his anger at the conclusion 
of the Anglo- Japanese agreement, and that he is now more outspoken in his objections 
than when he last spoke to me a fortnight ago. The annoyance which is felt is, I 
believe, due to the knowledge that the weapon of offence, which has been forged with 
so much care and outlay for use in Central Asia, has loet its edge, thus bearing the 
highest testimony to the value of the extended form of the Anglo- Japanese alliance. <*) 

T have, 

CHARLES HARDINGS. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWARD. 


A most interesting dispatch! 


E.R, 


(*) £L«mguage approved by Lord Lansdowne in No. 805 of Ootober 11 to Sir C. Haidlage.] 


No. 196. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir 0. Bariinge. 

F.O. Russia 1697. 

(No. 800.) 

Sir, Ofioe, Oetoher 5, 1906. 

Daring the coarse of a long conversation wUbt the Bmsian AidbMmlor this 
afternoon I recurred to the possibihiy of an amicable arrangement between Great 
Britain and Buseia of the kind which we had disonBsed m the ffird Instant (see my 
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deepateh. No. 296 of that date),(^) I told His Excellency that I was about to leave for 
Balmoral where I should see the King and the Prime Minister, and that I was extremely 
anxious to be exactly aware of His Excellency’s views. He repeated to me that he 
believed the Eussian Government and an influential section of the Eussian public to 
be strongly in favour of such an understanding. His own view however was that the 
matter should not be too much pressed at the present moment. Although our Treaty 
with Japan had not been badly taken, it had undoubtedly come as a shock to public 
opinion in Eussia, and in His Excellency’s opinion it would be better to give time 
for the effect to pass off. He would visit St. Petersburg in November, and would take 
an opportunity of more fully ascertaining Count Lamsdorff’s views. It would then 
be possible for us to resume our conversation. 

His Excellency volunteered the statement that, in his view, the Persian question 
was the only one presenting iserious difficulties. He did not however see why we 
should not be able to come to terms with regard to it. Eussia did not want to annex 
Persian territory or to acquire a port on the Persian Gulf, although she might want 
a dilouchS for her trade in those waters. I said that neither had we any desire to 
encroach upon the integrity of Persia, and that our policy as to foreign commerce was 
well known. I should be quite ready to discuss the Persian question with His Excellency 
whenever he was ready to do so. 

His Excellency added that he had only one more observation to make, viz. that 
any arrangement of the kind should not be conceived in a spirit of hostility towards 
Germany. I said that nothing was further from my thoughts; I failed altogether to^ 
see why such an understanding as we both desired should contain any element of 
hostility either towards Germany or towards any other Power. I thought it most 
unfortunate that some people’s minds should be so constituted as to make them see, 
in every neighbourly arrangement arrived at between two or more Powers, a coalition 
aimed at another. 

His Excellency ended by expressing a hope that I would authorise you to take a 
suitable opportunity, perhaps while His Excellency was in St. Petersburg, to speak to 
Count Lamsdorff somewhat in the sense of the remarks which T had made. 

I am. &c. 

LANRDOWNE. 


f^) f'U. supra, pp. 2047-5, No. 194.] 


No. 197. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdoume. 

F.O. Eussia 1703. 

(No. 604.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. October 8, 1906. 

My Lord, E. October 14, 1905. 

During the past few days articles have appeared in the “Novoe Vremja,” a 
journal notorious for its Anglophobia, in which it is pointed out that no counter- 
combination to the Anglo-Japanese Alliance is in the present disposition of the Powers 
possible, and that, the aim of the new Treaty of alliance being to maintain peace and 
to prevent aggressive designs in Eastern and Central Asia, Eussia and other interested 
Powers should agree to the maintenance of the status quo, provided that guarantees in 
the same sense were given by England and Japan. (*) 

These articles have been the subject of favourable comment in the English press, 
and have certainly been the means of affecting a ditente in the relations of the 
press of the two countries, hut I have not considered it necessary to send translations 


C^) [cp. supra, pp. 202-4, No. 193 and end.] 
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to Your Lordship since the views of the Russian press do not necessarily represent the 
views of the Russian Grovernment, and I do not wish to attach undue importance to 
newspaper articles which the French Ambassador told me in confidence had been 
directly inspired by the French Embassy. They may however be regarded as pleasing 
indications of our friendly relations with France and of the desire of the French 
(government for an amicable understanding between England and Russia. 

The action of the French Embassy must not be regarded as entirely disinterested, 
since it is inspired by anxiety on the part of the French Government lest the sequel to 
the conclusion of the Anglo- Japanese Agreement should be a raj)prochement of 
Germany and Russia. Monsieur Bompard has twice within the last week suggested 
to me that His Majesty’s Government should make some advance to the Russian 
Grovernment in order to show their conciliatory disposition, and should propose that 
Russia and the other Powers interested in China should be invited to adhere to a 
declaration of their intention to maintain the independence and integrity of China 
and the principle of the “open door” as defined in the preamble of the Anglo- 
Jupauese Treaty, (-) this being the only common ground of agreement between England, 
Russia and the other Powers. Ite had already made this suggestion to his Govern- 
ment, and Your Lordship may consequently have cognisance of it. The object of this 
step, as M. Bompard explained to me, would be to forestall any action on tho part of 
Germany and to frustrate any overtures for a Russo-German combination in the Far 
East which the Russian Government might be disposed to accept as a salvo to their 
wounded amour-propre if His Majesty’s Government held aloof. He fully realised 
that the moment was not yet ripe for the resumption of the previous negotiations which 
had been interrupted by tho war. 

Although it is impossible to know whether any negotiations arc in progress 
lietween Russia and Germany relating to the Far blast or elsowhero, it is difficult to 
imagine that even Count Witto with his present Germanophil tendencies would 
advocate co-operation with Germany in the Par Bast, in a sense contrary to the spirit 
of the Anglo- Japanese Agreement, after the disastrous e.xperiences of tho Russian 
Government in the Manchurian adventure, which was inspired and precipitated by the 
German adventure at Kiao-Chao. In the near East, German and Russian interests 
are in direct conflict, and with the lapse of time this divergence is likely to become 
more acute, but it is essential for Russia, especially at the present moment of internal 
disturbance, to maintain friendly relations with her western neighbour, I hav(< pointed 
out these considerations to M. Bompard who appears very nervous as to the possible 
action of Germany, but whether his anxiety is well founded or not time alone can 
shew. 

It appears to me however to be doubtful whether the French Ambassador’s 
suggestion, if carried out, would be of any practical utility or advantage to His 
Majesty’s Government unless the proposed declaration were of wider scope embracing 
the maintenance of the status quo in Asia, and unless it were made by England and 
Japan conjointly, since a separate and isolated communication by England would tend 
to impair the solidarity which should exist between the two Allies. The Russian 
Government, in their adherence to the Anglo-German agreement of 1900, a ffi rmed 
that the inte^ity of the Chinese Empire constituted the fundamental principle of their 
policy in China, and in reply to Mr. Hay’s Circular of 1901 they announced their 
acceptance of the principle of the “open door.’* A reaffirmation of these principles 
would hardly be worth more than the previous declarations, 

I would also point out that if an international declaration asserting the principles 
of the maintenance of the independence and integrity of China and of the “open 
door” were made by the Powers especially interested in the Far East, Ihe Anglo- 
Japanese agreement might become depreciated in the eyes of the Japanese, since it 
would no doubt be argued that some of its most important provisions, affecting chiefly 
Japan, had been guaranteed by the Powers, while the obligations of Japan towards 

(*) [v. »ttpro, p. 166 , No. 166 .] 
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England in Central Asia remained binding without any corresponding guarantee. 
This might possibly have the effect of making the Treaty appear to the Japanese 
one-sided and burdensome, although in reality there is a wide difference between 
a platonic declaration and an agreement which two Powers bind themselves to maintain 
by force of arms. 

An alternative course which would not present the same objections as that 
suggested by the French Ambassador would be a joint communication by England and 
Japan to all the Powers interested in the Far East stating in approximately the same 
words as in the preamble of the Anglo-Japanese Agreement that the object of the 
Treaty is the maintenance and consolidation of the general peace throughout Asia, the 
preservation of the common interests of all the Powers, the independence and 
integrity of existing Asiatic Governments and the principles of equal opportunity for 
the commerce and industry of all nations. 

Such a communication made jointly by the two Allies would strengthen and 
not weaken the force and authority of the Anglo- Japanese Agreement. It would have 
an eminently pacificatory effect on the world at large, and in view of the frequent 
assurances made by the Eussian Government with regard both to Afghanistan and 
Persia could hardly fail to elicit a satisfactory reply from Eussia on the general 
principle. 

Finally, if it should be considered desirable by His Majesty’s Government to 
make a friendly advance towards Eussia in this or in any otner sense, it would be 
as well to combine it with the negotiations, which, I learn from a private source, 
are in progress for the issue of part of a Eussian loan in London, since the natural 
desire of the Eussian Government to place their paper on the English market will 
help to facilitate such an understanding as would have a reassuring effect on the 
British financial public, 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 


MINUTES. 

The Gommunication which Sir C. Hardinge suggests might be made jointly by G[rea]t Britain 
and Japan would, as far as Russia is oonoerned, be almost a repetition of the communication 
already made at St. Petersburgh by Sir 0. Hardinge. 

W. L. 

But this was less formal than what Sir C. Hardinge advocates. 

F. A. C. 

14.10, 

I agree with Sir Charles Hardinge that there would be no advantage in volunteering an 
announcement which would in effect merely be an iteration of the Preamble of the Treaty. A joint 
o^munication on the part of Great Britain and Japan inviting a general aoceptanoe of Ife© 
status quo in Asia might be worth considering, but we shall have to be extremely careful how We 
make such proposal to the Japanese Government, who would probably regard it witt no Wife 
suapioion.^ They would certainly ask what was meant by ‘*the maintenance of ffie status w 
tn ABtaj or by the preservation of the independence and integrity of endsimg Aaiaiih 
Oommments.'' 

For the moment however the Russian Government do not seem to be ready to receive any 
such overtures, and it will be better to take no fuiHsher action at present. 

The financial negotiations to which Sir Charles Harding© refers in the last paragraph of his 
despatch must, I think, be allowed to take their course independently of any negotiations having 
reference to political affairs. ^ 

L, 

Get. 17, 1905. 
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iso. 198. 

air O', llardinye to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Kussia 1703. 

(No. 616. j Very (Joiifidential. St. Petersburgh, D. October 14, 1905. 

My Lord, E. October 18, 1905. 

The French Ambassador left for Paris to-day. Before leaving he had a 
conversation with Count Lamsdorli on the subject of the Anglo- Japanese Agroeineiit 
and he has kindly given me the following account of what passed between them. 

Coimt Lamsdorff showed great reluctance to discuss the question and it was 
only on Monsieur Bompard insisting that it was a matter of interest to France as the 
Ally of Eussia to know his views that he consented to disclose them. He spoke at hrst 
in somewhat strong terms of the Angln-J apaneso agreement which, he said, had 
in spite of the pacificatory explanation which accompanied it shocked Eussia by the 
directness of its intention. Previous to the outbreak of war England had been in 
negotiation with Eussia on many pending questions in .-Vsia and these discussions had 
been necessarily interrupted on the commencement of hostalities. Before even the 
war had been concluded England, regardless of her previous negotiations, had 
changed the whole situation and hud enileavoured to impose her will and that of 
Japan upon the remaining Powers in Asia. This proceeding had caused deep 
dissatisfaction not merely in Eussia but also in Germany and the Uniteil States. (‘j 
England had repeated in Asia the same policy which nlie had followed in Africa and 
had caused such a shock to the whole world that it became necessary to put an end 
to such proceedings once and for all, Tho way to do so would be to form a (joalition 
of Powers, which need not have an aggressive character, as a counterpoise to the 
Anglo-Japanese Alliance, in the same manner that the political equilibrium of Europe 
was maintained by the Dual and Triple Alliances, and a combination of Eussia, 
Prance, Germany, and the United States would serve that purpose. 

Monsieur Bompard replied that if Eussia had really a grievance as to the manner 
In which England and Japan by their agreement sought to impose their will in Asia, 
France might equally claim to be aggrieved, but that there could be no possible 
question of France entering into any coalition with Eussia and Germany after the 
treatment recently experienced by Prance at the hands of the latter Power. He 
reminded Count Lamsdorff that the action of Germany in Morocco, of which the 
object had been to detach Prance from England, had only served to draw them closer 
together, and that any counter- combination would necessarily tend to consolidate the 
Anglo-Japanese alliance. The only course for other Powers to follow was to 
assimilate their action to that of England and Japan and to publicly adopt the 
principles enunciated in the preamble of the agreement affirming its object to be the 
maintenance of the independence and integrity of China and of the principle of the 
“open door.” This would harmonise with the announcement made by Eussia and 
Prance in 1902 in reply to the first Anglo-Japanese Treaty. As regards Central 
-Aeia the matter was one which concerned only England and Eussia. It was evident 
that the policy of England had been to guarantee her position in that part of Asia, 
but that there was no indication of any aggressive intention on her part and 
consequently no reason why an agreement should not be arrived at between the 
two Powers. 

Count Lamsdorff stated in reply that there could at present be no question of 
resuming the previous negotiations, since a new and entirely different situation had 
been introduced by the intrusion of a third Power, but he frankly admitted that the 
Anglo-Japanese agreement had apparently no aggressive intent, and that therefore 
there was no immediate danger to be foreseen and no pressing necessity for any 
action being taken. At the present moment all that was Imown of the Anglo- 
Japanese Alliance was the text, but the important part to know was the spirit in 

(q [Marginal otananeni by 3jor4 Lansdown*: “ tOjfe is quite uneupp^wted by evidence ”] 
[16942] p 2 
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which it would be carried out. Time could only show this and what, if any, action 
was necessary by the other Powers to counteract its effects. He admitted that the 
German Emperor was making strenuous efforts to induce the Russian Government 
to take some definite step in connection with the agreement. 

Monsieur Bompard told me that the impression left upon his mind was that 
Count Lamsdorff regarded him in this matter as the advocate of England, and that 
in the earlier part of his conversation he had been to a certain extent ‘ ‘ bluffing, ’ ’ 
but that Germany was making a serious endeavour to inveigle Russia into some sort 
of agreement or imdertaking to which Count Lamsdorff was personally unfavourably 
disposed. Count Lamsdorff would, he considers, in view of the ideal of a Eusso- 
German-French-American coalition being unrealisable, prefer to remain with his 
hands free and to await further developments, since any sort of agreement with 
Germany might prove prejudicial to the French alliance and might place Russia in 
a false position. The question however was whether Count Lamsdorff would be 
strong enough to resist the pressure which might be placed upon him by the two- 
Emperors. 

Monsieur Bompard laid stress on what Count Lamsdorff had said to him 
respecting the dissatisfaction of the United States Government with the Anglo- 
Japanese agreement, more especially as it was the second time that Count Lamsdorff 
referred to it in conversation with him. The danger of such an attitude on the 
part of the United States Government would consist in the fact that Russia might 
be disposed to enter into a coalition with Germany and the United States while she 
would be unwilling to enter into an agreement with Germany alone. 

I replied that as far as I knew there had been no indication of any ill-will on 
the part of the United States, and that it seemed to me very improbable in view of 
the repeated deckrations of the American Government of their desire for the 
independence and integrity of China and for equal opportunity for the trade of all 
nations which the Anglo-Japanese agreement was designed to maintain. 

Monsieur Bompard asked that what he had told me might be regarded as 
confidential. 


I have, &c. 

CHARLES HARDINGE. 


MINUTE. 


This is an important conversation. 

We have had no indication of the views of the U[nited] S[tates] Govrernmenlt resprectinV 
the Anglo-Japanese Agreement since they received the text, but when the substooe was 
jommunicated to the President, he appeared quite satisfied. ® 

Note that C[oun]t Lamsdorff says there can be no question of resuming the previous Ani^lo 
Russian negotiations at present; and that the German Emperor is making great efforts to induce 
;he Bussian Gov[Brnmen]t to take some action. 

E. A. 0. 

leOoi 

L. 


No. 199. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir F. Bertie 

F.O. France 3704. 

(No. 662.) 

Foreign Office, October 17, 1905. 

The French Ambassador told me today that, during his visit to Paris, M. Nelidoff 
had spoken to him with much frankness as to the possibility of an understanding 
between Great Britain and Russia. Such an understanding was earnestly desired by 
M. Nelidoff himself and by Count Lamsdorff. They feared however that the matter 
<ould not be much advanced at the present time. The resentment created in Russia 
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by the recently concluded Anglo- Japanese Agreement was deeper than would be 
supposed from the language used by the Russian Press. We had, M. Gambon observed, 
fortunately taken the precaution of explaining our policy to the Russian Government 
in the most considerate terms, (^) and we had thereby disarmed a good deal of hostile 
criticism. The feeling of hostility nevertheless existed and must be taken into 
account. For this reason both M. NelidofI and Count Lamsdorff were not in favour of 
an early discussion. On the other hand, Germany was taking advantage of the 
opportunity in order, if possible, to estrange France and England. M. Witte, upon 
whom his interview with the Gorman Emperor had produced a great effect, was 
working strenuously for this purpose, and it was suggested that, as Great Britain and 
Japan had formed a coalition which would give them a preponderating influence in 
Eastern Asia, the time had come for tho other Powers interested in that part of the 
world to form another coalition by which the balance of power might be maintained. 
In these circumstances His Excellency could not help thinking that we should do well 
to be prepared for an exchange of views wilJi the Russian Government iit the earliest 
possible moment. As to this, M. Nelidoff had suggested, and TTis Excellency thought 
the suggestion a valuable one, that His Majesty’s Govornmont should consider in.good 
time the requirements which would be put forward on behalf of Great Britain whenever 
the moment arrived for opening negotiations. It was, His Excellency said. Great 
Britain which had constantly complained of Russian encroachments, and we ought to be 
in a position to define clearly the grounds of our complaint and the terms which we 
could afford to accept. 

His Excellency referred briefly to the relations of this country with Russia in 
regard to Afghanistan, Persia and the Near East. I said that in regard to Afghanistan 
we had already defined our position with considerable distinctness. We had laid it 
down — and I did not believe that Russia would dispute our contention — that the 
external relations of Afghanistan must remain under the direction of this country. 
We had, on the other hand, indicated our readiness to enter into arrangements which 
would provide for the prompt settlement, by direct negotiation between the Russian 
and Afghan frontier officials, of purely local disputes^ having no serioue political 
importance. As to Persia, it seemed to me that the main object should be to put an 
end to the unfortunate rivalry of the two Powers whom the Persian Government 
invariably endeavoured to play off against one another, and we of course desired that 
an equal opportunity should afforded to our commerce in Persian temtory. As for 
the Near East, I thought it was for Russia, rather than for us, to indicate what she 
wanted. 

I told His Excellency that I had already had an informal discussion with Count 
Benckendorff, who had given me an account of his views not dissimilar from that just 
given to me by His Excellency. 

[I am, &c.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 

(') [w. supra, pp. 172-0, Nos. 164-172 (b).] 


No. 200. 

The Marquess of Lanedovme to Sir C. Hardinge. 

F.O. Russia 1697. 

(No. 330.) 

6ir, Foreign Office, October 20, 1906. 

Count Benckendorff asked to see me this morning, and told me that he had been 
instructed to speak frankly to me with regard to a very serious matter which had 
recently come to the knowledge of the Russian Government. ^ They had leamed from a 
trustworthy source that during the war, and since the conclusion of peace, negotiations, 
of which His Majesty’s Government were fully cognizant, if they were not actually 
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parties to them, had been on foot between Japan and Turkey with the object of 
bringing about co-operation between those two Powers at Constantinople and extending 
the scope of the Anglo- Japanese Agreement to the Near East. 

I told His Excellency that the Eussian Government had apparently discovered a 
mare’s nest of prodigious dimensions. No proposal of the kind had ever been on me 
tapis, nor, to the best of my belief, had such an idea ever been discussed in this 
country even in unofficial circles. I could not help wondering at the credulity of the 
Eussian Government, and I asked His Excellency whether the terms of the recentl} 
concluded Anglo- Japanese Agreement ought not in themselves to have been sufficient 
to show that neither of the Contracting Parties were likely to encourage a scheme so 
inconsistent with the carefully limited provisions of that Agreement. I also reminded 
His Excellency that, when communicating the new Treaty to the Eussian Government, 
you had been instructed to assure them that there were no secret clauses attached to it. 
His Excellency said that he did not recollect that you had given such an assurance 
with regard to the absence of secret clauses. He was ho\vever greatly relieved by 
my statement. I asked him whether it was not clear that these I'umours were the 
fabrication of some “ agent provocateur ” who desired to sow distrust between us, 

ri am, &c.] 

L[ANRDOWNEl. 


No. 201. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Eussia 1703. 

(No. 623.) Confidential. St. Peterslurgh, D, October 21, 1906* 

My Lord, R- October 31, 1905. 

Since I had the honour to address to Your Lordship my despatch No. 616 of 
the 14th instant (^) reporting the substance of a conversation between the French 
Ambassador and Count Lamsdorfi, the political situation here has been to a certain 
extent modified, owing chiefly, I believe, to the language held by Monsieur Bompard 
on that occasion. 

There is, I think, little doubt that Count LamsdorfE was personally unfavourably 
disposed to any sort of agreement or undertaking with Germany as a counterpoise to 
the Anglo-Japanese alliance, but being partially under the influence of Count Witte 
and perhaps acting on instructions from the Emperor, he proposed to the French 
AmbasBador an anti-English coalition with the hope, or even knowledge, that his 
proposal would be flatly rejected. Monsieur Bompard’s uncompromising attitude 
has evidently sufficed to convince those who harboured unfriendly intentions towards 
England that the French Government would not countenance them for an instant, 
and I am reliably informed that the idea of any combination with Germany has now 
been definitely dropped. This result is all the more satisfactory in view of the fact 
that, as I hear from a good source, the removal of Count LamsdorfE formed an 
important item of the German programme, to which the Imperial Rescript of the 
19th instant and the high decoration conferred upon Count LamsdorfE afford a 
satisfactory and reassuring reply. 

The extravagantly Germanophil attitude of Count Witte since his return has also 
shown some modification during the past few days, and he has openly stated that 
there is now no question of an alliance with Germany and that he is in favour of a 
policy of friendly isolation of Eussia while maintaining the best possible relations with 
all Foreign Powers and relying upon the French alliance as the corner-stone of 
Russian policy. 

At an interview which I had with Count LamsdorfE yesterday the change in his 


(^) [u. supra, pp. 211-2, No. 198.] 
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attitude was very marked and his manner was far more friendly than it has been since 
the communication of the text of the Anglo- Japanese agreement. 

He referred with evident satisfaction to Your Lordship’s conversations with 
Count Benckendorff, on October 3 and 5(^) relating to Anglo-Eussian relations, and 
on my observing that the tenour of our conversation on the 4th instant (reported 
in my despatch No. 694 of the. same date)(“) was almost exactly analogous he remarked 
that it was a confirmation of the friendly intentions actuating both Governments and 
was of happy augury for the future. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDTNGE. 

(*) [d. supro, pp. 204-5, Nn. H)4, and pp. 207--fl, Nn. lOli.] 

C) [p. supra, pp. 205-7, No. 105.] 


No. 202, 

Sir C. Hardingc to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

E.O. Eussia 1703. 

(No. 639.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, I). October 24, 1905. 

My Lord, E. October 31, 1905- 

When I announced to Count Lamsdorff a few days ago my intention to leave 
St. Petersburg tomorrow on leave of absence I told him that as it was a long time 
since I had had the honour of being received by the Emperor 1 thought that perhaps 
His Majesty might care to see mo in case ho should have any message or communica- 
tion which he would like me to convoy to the King. 

Count Lamsdorff replied at oneo that ho was sure that the Emperor would like 
to see me before I left and an audience of His Majesty was promptly fixed for today 
at Peterhof. 

On being received in private audience by tho Emperor I at once conveyed to Ilia 
Majesty a message which I had received from the King expressing the warmth of his 
personal sentiments towards him, His Majesty’s most earnest desire that the best and 
most durable relations should be established between England and Eussia, and that 
all important points should be discussed in an amicable spirit and settled as soon as 
possible. I at the same time added that the King watched with interest the internal 
reforms which the Emperor had introduced and was about to grant and that a liberal 
policy would be of the greatest advantage both to the Emperor himself and the 
Bussian people. 

At the same time I endeavoured to impress upon the Emperor the sincere desire 
of His Majesty’s Government to maintain friendly relations with Eussia, and I 
pointed out that complete unanimity prevailed in England on this subject, since it 
constitutes part of the policy not only of the Government but also of the Opposition, 
whule the press without exception was favourably disposed towards the idea. As 
evidence of the change of sentiment which had taken place I cited the presence in 
8t. Petersburg of Lord Eevelstoke who, with the countenance of His Majesty’s 
Government, was endeavouring to negotiate with an international group of bankers 
a loan to the Bussian Government, I added that His Majesty’s Government con- 
sidered, and their opinion was shared by Count Iiamsdorff, that in endeavouring to 
arrive at a settlement of all questions in dispute it would be better not to embark 
on an ambitious programme but to deal with each question separately until all 
existing difficulties haS been finally removed. The points of difference between the 
two countries were after all few in number and not of a nature to render agreement 
impossible. I assured the Emperor that His Majesty’s Government entertained no 
aggressive designs and no desire nor intention of extending the British frontiers 
beyond their present limits. 
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The Emperor expressed himself as very gratified at receiving the King’s friendly 
message and as being very desirous of arriving at a friendly agreement with England 
on all matters in dispute. He assured me that I might accept his word that neither 
he nor the Eussian people desired a policy of expansion or extension of the Eussian 
frontiers, that since both Powers were agreed on the maintenance of the integrity of 
Persia, all questions connected with Persia should be settled without delay and that 
the only difficulties which could present themselves would be technical difficulties 
such as spheres of influence &c., which should be easily adjusted. 

I remarked to the Emperor that in the event of an agreement being concluded 
between England and Eussia it was to be hoped that it would not be regarded as 
directed against any other Power, as has unfortunately been the case with regard to 
the Anglo-French Agreement and Morocco, that the desire for peace was deeply 
ingrained in the English people and that without seeking alliances in Europe England 
was anxious to be on friendly terms with all nations. 

The Emperor expressed his assent and observed that he had never understood 
why the Anglo-French Agreement had been regarded in Germany as directed against 
that country and added that he regarded the recent revelations in the “Matin” as 
purely imaginary. 

Eeferring to the Anglo-Japanese Agreement His Majesty made a curious 
statement to the effect that objection had been taken to it by certain people in Eussia 
as constituting a breach of neutrality, since the Agreement was signed before the 
conclusion of peace, and it was thought that this fact had given encouragement and 
moral support to the Japanese. He himself had not shared this view, but there were 
many who held it. 

I told His Majesty that such an idea appeared to me to be very far-fetched, since 
in one of the Articles of the Agreement it was expressly stated that it was not to 
apply to the recently concluded war, that negotiations had been in progress since the 
month of April, and that it was a mere coincidence that the Agreement had been 
signed a few days before the conclusion of peace. It proved however to have been a 
fortunate coincidence since it enabled the Japanese to make peace on terms that were 
acceptable to Eussia while without the safety assured to them by the Agreement 
they would probably have preferred to continue the war. I alluded at the same time 
to the happy impression produced by the Emperor’s recent Manifesto. 

The audience lasted nearly an hour during which the Emperor was pleased to 
discuss many other subjects of secondary importance, but before dismissing me His 
Majesty asked me to_ convey a very friendly message to the King expressing his 
entire acquiescence with the desires expressed in the King’s message and giving an 
assurance that the King could rely on him. 

Altogether the impression left on my mind by the interview was of a favourable 
nature, for the Emperor gave me a positive assurance that he was opposed to a policy 
of expansion and appeared to reciprocate the desire for the maintenance of friendly 
relations between the two countries. In talking over the incidents whidh arose dnring 
the war he showed no rancour, nor in his reference to the An^o-Japanese Agreement 
did he show any sign of ill-Humour. The improvement which has already shown 
itself in the relations between England and Eussia only requires careful fostering to 
bear fruit in due season. 

I have, i&o. 

CHAELBS HAEDINGE. 
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No. 203. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir F. Bertie. 


F.O. France 3704. 

(No. 680.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Octoler 25, 1005. 

The French AmbaBsador referred again today to the relations of Great Britain 
anil Bussia, about which he had spoken to me on the 17th instant (see my despatch 
No. 662 of thui date).(‘) His i<lxcelleucy said that he had been at Paris since 1 had 
last seen him, and had had interesting conversations both with M. NelidofE and with 
M. Bompard, who happened to be there. He had gathered from their statements that 
the prospects of an understanding wore rather less favourable than he had imagined. 
Count Larasdorfi was as well disposed as over towards this country, and so far as the 
Eussian Government wore concerned there was no serious difficulty. But the 
Emperor had to be reckoned with, and there could be no doubt that he was at this 
moment much under the influence of the Gorman Emperor, who was in constant 
correspondence with him and who, on the occasion of the interview between the two 
Sovereigns at Bjoerkoe, had succeeded in convincing him that this country was 
actuated by a f(;cling of hostility towards Bussia. An attempt was evidently being 
made to bring about an arrangement under which Prance, Bussia and Germany would 
combine as a counterfwise to the Anglo-Japanose Alliance. M. Nelidoff had indeed 
quite recently suggested an idea of this kind to M. Bouvior, by whom he had been 
told that there could be no question of French jjarticipation in such a project. 
M. Gambon felt sure that the suggestion had been made by Count Lamsdorfl’s orders, 
and with the anticipation that it would elicit a refusal. (“) The moral of all this, Ilis 
Excellency said, was that this country should watch for a good opportunity of 
re-establishing friendly relations with Russia. It was not, in his view, a case for 
suddenly proposing a comprehensive settlement of outstanding questions, but rather 
for findmg a good excuse to commence an amicable conversation about some subject 
which obviously required to be dealt with without loss of time. His Excellency 
thought that such an opportunity might be found in connection with the proposal of 
the German Emperor that the Powers should withdraw the international troops now 
stationed in Northern China. At this point His Excellency described to me at some 
length the manner in which this proposal had been made to the French Government. 
The German Emperor had telegraphed to President Loubet in the following terms : — 

“ L’ordre ayant 6t4 restaurfi en Asie par la conclusion de la paix, je propose 
de faire rentrer les troupes de couverture qui se trouvent Ichelonnfies dans la 
province de Tschili. Le mode d’Svacuation serait fixd par les commandants des 
contingents en oonseil et aura lieu d’un commun accord. 

“ 8[a] MFajestfi] rimpSratrio© de Chine est informle. 

“Les gardes des Legations h PSkin resteront." 

This message had been received by the President when he was on the point of 
stMting for Spain, and he had returned an answer in the following terms from 
Headaye : — 

“ Je remercie Votre Majestd de sa communication. J'en fais part au 
Gouvemement qui en dSlibSrera pour l’6change de vues auquel Bile propose de 
proc4der entre les Puissances intfiressdes.” 

I then informed BKs Excellency of the purport of the telegram which had been 
received by King Edward, of the terms of His Maj^ty’s reply, and of my conversation 

(^) [». mpra, pp. 212-8, No. 19&.] 

(®) [op. mpra, pp. 20JS-6, No. 105, and p. 214, No. 201.] 
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with the German Ambassador on the 24th instant. (^) His Excellency thought that, as. 
the question of retaining international troops in Northern China might be regarded as 
having sorne connection with the independence of the Chinese Empire, to the recogni- 
tion of which both Great Britain and Eussia were committed, the British and Eussian 
Grovernments might well discuss the question. I said that I had intended to speak to 
Count Benckendorff on the subject, and that I would certainly do so. 

His Excellency told me that he believed that Eussia was a good deal disturbed by 
the references contained in the Anglo- Japanese Treaty to the '' special interests'' of 
Great Britain and Japan. (^) Those special interests were not clearly defined in the 
Preamble. I said that I thought that the nature of those special interests was 
sufficiently indicated in the Articles which followed. Ours had particular reference 
to India ; those of Japan to Corea. His Excellency dwelt upon the fact that the Treaty 
ui Portsmouth, while admitting that Corea was to be under the paramount influence of 
Japan, recognised that it still maintained its existence as an independent State. He 
was anxious to know whether Great Britain intended to have a Eepresentative at Seoul, 
He felt sure that France would also be ready to maintain one, and he believed that such 
a step would go far towards reassuring Eussia. I promised His Excellency that I would 
carefully consider the suggestion which he had made. 

[I am, &e.] 

L[ANSI)OWNE]. 

(®) [This conversation is described in a despatch to Sir F. Laacelles No. 277 of October 24, 
1905. F.O. Germanj' (Prussia) 1615, Its substance is sufficiently indicated by the summary 
given above.] 

(^) [u. supTO, pp. 165-7, No. 155, para, (o) of Preamble and Articles HI and TV.1 
(G [u. sifpra, p. 108, No. 101, Article IT.] 


III.— THE RAPPROCHEMENT UNDER THE NEW BRITISH 
ADMINISTRATION, DECEMBER 1905-MAY 1906. 

No. 204. 

Sir Edwafd Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice. 

I\0. Eussia 1697. 

(No. 427.) 

Foreign Office, December 13, 1906* 

In conversation with the Eussian Ambassador today, I said that I had hoped 
that an Agreement might be reached between Great Britain and Eussia with regard 
to outstanding questions in which both countries were interested. The Ambassador 
said that he was himself responsible for any negotiations of this kind having been 
suspended, but he had felt that it was quite impossible to make any progress with 
them while things in Eussia were in their present condition. I said I felt that that 
must be so, and that of course I should not press any question at this moment, but 
that, during this inevitable delay, it would be the policy of our Government not to 
do anything which would make the resumption of negotiations or a settlement more 
difficulty later on. The Ambassador expressed great satisfaction at this, and asked 
if he might inform his Government of what I had said, to which I readily agreed. 

[I am, (fee.] 

E[DWAED] G[EEY]. 



Mr. Sjiriny-Iiicc to tSir Edward Grey. 

?rivato.(*) 

Dpar yir Edward, St. Peterstiurgh, January 3, 1906. 

Dillon called on me on the let with a commuuieation from the Prime Minister. 
He said that Witte had always avoided the subject of foreign politics since he had 
takeii office hut. that he had suddenly made a new departure. He had told him that 
in his opinion the friendship and sympathy of England was now of the greatest 
value to him and to Bussia. During the war what Enssia had needed was a strong 
military friend on her border. This need Germany had supplied. But now what 
Eussia needed was not so much the support of a military iwwer as that of a great 
liberal and commercial power. England’s sympathy if afforded in some open and 
evident form would be of the very greatest service to the party of order. He said 
that Germany could give a finger’s length of help and England an arm’s length. 
France was so deeply implicated in Russia’s financial situation that her opinion was 
discounted. But England was entirely independent of these eonsidorations. 

He said that if England could see her way to suc.h an open and evident sign 
of sympathy he himself could undertake to arrange permanently for the settlement 
of all difficulties between the two countries in the form of a satisfactory treaty. 
Accordingly he wished Dillon to 'proceed at once to Eondon and lay these 
considerations before you as comirig from himself. I asked Dillon if he had any 
indication as to the form which Witte wished this open and evident sign of sympathy 
to take? Dillon said that he had once in the course of conversation mentioned a 
loan. I said that T did not ae(' any other form in which the sympathy of England 
could be conclusively proved at the prt’sent moment, and that he must remember 
that a loan depended not on the will of onr government hut on the disposition of the 
city. T offered of course, if he wished to go, to give him a letter to yon; at the 
same time T said that TTardinge was on his way : that the step was a very important 
one and that it seemed to me better in the interest of good relations (which Hardinge 
has at heart! not to take such a step without consulting the person most competent 
to give assistance. Tie said in reply that that was his own idea; that he had said 
BO : that Witte had replied ‘ ‘ then we shall have to do it through Lamsdorff and 
nothing will come of it”; that he had a rooted objection to all dealings with 
diplomatists, with whom he had to speak ” diplomatically ” ; that he much preferred 
to send a messenger straight from himself who knew his inmost thoughts and could 
express them as he wished them to be expressed. I pointed out to Dillon that I 
could neither stop, nor advise, his going but that it would certainly be better, 
if he wished to have such a proposal carefully considered, to consult the Ambassador 
about it who in any case would be asked to report fully on the whole matter. He 
said that personally he did not wish to go and that he thought that Witte would 
probably insist on his going at once or not going at all. As the Ambassador returns 
<ra Friday the delay would not be very considerable. 

I thought it best to toll the French Minister about it in general terms. He 
remarked that it would not in his opinion be a good thing for England and France 
for either country alone to make a loan to Russia at the present juncture before 
the Duma met and before it was certain whether the government was about to 
renew the old order of things or seriously to inaugurate reforms. It would no doubt 
be of immense service to Witte, in the present desperate financial situation, if he 
was able to come before the Duma with a loan in his pocket which would make him 
independent of the sentiments of the representa'Mves, On the other hand the 
popular parties would resent such a loan bitterly, which would be tantamount to 
an open deolaraticm of sympathy and support to their enemies. He added that it 

(') fOrey MS$., tvl. 
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■would be a very satisfactory arrangement for the German Bankers who had recently 
advanced money on short-term bonds to have those bonds repaid in good coin at 
the expense of England and France. He agreed that I had done right to offer no 
encouragement in Hardinge’s absence. 

It seems to me that the offer does not in fact amount to very much. We should 
promise to advance money immediately. (This is taking for granted that we could 
do so. As however Eevelstoke has already signed an agreement with the French 
and German bankers to issue a loan as soon as the moment is opportune — which 
apparently it is not yet, — and the Jewish bankers are resolved not to assist Eussia 
at the present moment I don’t see what hope we should have of bringing about an 
advance.) Well suppose we were able to arrange the advance. Eussia in reply 
would then armounce her willingneBS to begin negotiations. But these negotiations 
would take a long time. And all the e'videnee is to the effect that at the present 
moment Eussia would not be prepared to make any serious or permanent concessions. 
The Persian Minister is a fairly good judge and he is strongly of the opinion that 
Eussia regards Persia as her predestined prey and that nothing would induce her 
to renounce her aims in any permanent form. In that ease we should find ourselves 
confronted -with a long and unsatisfactory squabble over details having already given 

away the one thing we had to give which Eussia wanted C) 

Yours sincerely, 

CECIL SPEING-EICE. 

(“) [The omitted paragraphs refer to personal matters and the internal situation.] 


No, 206. 

Sir C. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/122. 

(No. 41.) Petersburgh, D. January 10, 1906. 

T u u I E. January 20, 1906. 

1 have the honour to report that I was received in private audience to-day at 
Tsarakoe Selo by their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of Eussia and that I had 
the honour of presenting to the Emperor the King’s letter announcing my recall. 

During the course of a conversation with their Majesties which lasted about 
half an hour I seized the opportunity of assuring the Emperor in accordance witsb 
your instructions, that the attitude of His Majesty’s Government at the Mo^toced' 
Conference would be to fully support France in accordance ■with the terms of ^e ’ 
Anglo-French Agreement. 

The Emperor asked me if this was the policy of the Liberal Government and I 
rephed that it was so, and that I had received only yesterday a telegram from you 
in this sense. 

His Majesty remarked that in that case the two Governments would work 
together since Eussia wotild also loyally support France at the Morocco Conference. 

I observed to His Majesty that public opinion was very uneasy in France owing to 
the obscurity surroundi^ the intentions of the Emperor William and the fear that 
he might spjri^ a stiipme upon Europe. 

This feeling, I said, ousted also in England though in a minor degree. The 
Emperor replied that the German Emperor had given several pacific assurances but 
tljat he had received reports from the Eussian Ambassador in Paris of the uneasiness 
prevailing there and he himself did not feel that he quite knew what the German 
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Emperor would do. He trusted however that the Conference would arrive at a 
satisfactory conclusion of its labours. 

The Emperor spoke with satisfaction of the improvement which had taken place 
in the relations between England and Eussia since the end of the war, and expressed 
his conviction that they would continue to improve. 

Alluding to the internal situation the Emperor said that he hoped that there 
would now be no more disorders of such a serious nature as that which had occurred 
recently at Moscow. It could hardly be expected that the series of outrages would 
cease at once, but serious measures were being taken for the restoration of order 
which had every appearance of being successful. 

Before taking leave of their Majesties the Emperor was graciously pleased to 
express his regret at my approaching departure from St. Petersburg, but he added 
that he was consoled by the thought that Eussia would gain at the Foreign Office a 
warm advocate of friendly relations between the two countries. On dismissing me 
His Majesty handed me a case containing a jewelled snuff-box which he asked me to 
accept as a personal souvenir from him of my stay in Eussia. 

I have, &e. 

OT-T ABLER HABDTNGE. 


No. 2(17. 


.Ur. Hpriiui-Iiicr lo Sir Edirord Grri/. 

Private. (M 

Bear Sir Edward. St. Petcrnhurgh , danmru 16, 1906. 

To continue the curious story of Witte’s advances. Aftei Dillon hud been told 
that the best thing Witte could do if ho wished to effect an agreement with England 
was to wait for the Ambaesador’s return to St. Petersburg, nothing further happened 
until Hardinge's arrival. I told Dillon when he would come and he called at once. 
In the course of a long conversation he explained his idea, namely that the King 
should come here at once and arrange directly with the Emperor for an agreement 
with England. He argued that the Emperor was the only government in Russia and 
that nothing else was any real good. He urged that negotiation through Lamsdorff 
offered no guarantees; that it would lead to long delay and that the result would very 
likely be that the golden opportunity would be lost, Hardinge said he would call on 
Witte the next day. You will see his report. I asked Dillon the next day what hie 
impression was as to the visit. Dillon said that Witte was much disappointed and that 
it was plain to him that he could not manage it “ through diplomats.” He had opened 
fire at once with a proposal that the King should come to 8t. Petersburg at once; 
Hardinge had talked of the danger to which the King would be thereby exposed. 

The conversation then drifted off to secondary topics. The attempt had failed (*> 

Yours very sincerely, 

CBOnj SPRTNG-RIOB. 


|J) [Grey M8S., Voi. 88.] 

(*) [The euooeeding pwragrephi of this long letter refer to the Moroccan Conference and the- 
intemar situation in Russia.] 
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No. 208. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Greg. 

Private. (^) 

Pear Sir Edward, St. Peternhiirgh , January 26, 1!)06». 

I had a long conversation with Count Benckendorff today (“) 

With regard to relations between England and Eussia he spoke at length. 

When Lord Lansdowne was in of&ce he had an arrangement with the French 
Ambassador under which the latter engaged to tell him when the moment wae ripe 
ior reopening the question of a general agreement. He wae not quite sure whether 
under present circumstances the same agreement would hold good. I said he might 
be sure that you were in no sense less willing than Lord Lansdowne either to be on 
intimate terms with France, or to do all in your power in order to promote good 
relations with Euesia. He was aware, I said, of your point of view which wae, that 
you were anxious for a settlement of all questions at issue when there was a reasonable 
hope that a satisfactory and permanent solution could be arrived at, and that in the 
meantime you hoped that no action would be taken to render such a solution more 
difficult. I asked him what were the views of Count Lamsdorff. He said that Count 
Lamedorff had spoken with very great satisfaction of the common action taken by 
the two governments in Crete and in the Near East. Eussia had had difficulties with 
every country but England, who had acted loyally and cordially with Eussia. This 
had evidently left a great impression on his mind. With regard to the question of a 
general settlement of outstanding questions he said that Count Lamsdorff was in 
principle favourable to it. At the same time, he (L[amsdorff]) said, that it was 
difficult in the general uncertain condition of affairs to negotiate. How could 
anyone bind Eussia to anything in her present situation? At the same 
time, he said that he would much like to know what England was prepared 
to offer. In the same sense the Emperor had said to him that after the 
great disasters of the war and the not too honourable peace by which it 
had been concluded, a treaty with England, settling all pending questions with her, 
might be regarded as a sign of weakness unless that treaty [‘ontained stipulations which 
were evidently advantageous to Eusaia. Count Benckendorff expressed the personal 
opinion that if England were to agree to a dual arrangement with Eussia as to the 
Dardanelles and Bosphorus (which in his judgement she would he not unwilling to 
accept) an a^eement with England as to other pending questions would be popular in 
Eussia especially if it contained some, provision “ for publication ” which would appear 
to give Eussia the longed-for commercial access to the Persian Gulf. As to a foiled 
post on the gulf he was convinced that Eussia’s experience in Port Arthur had 
effectually cured her of any such desire. His idea was that an agreement contaiahag 
some such provisions was quite feasible. I asked him what procedure 
recommend in case England were ready to negotiate on this basis. He said 
seemed to him that there existed a strong desire on the part of the Rusawu 
Office to receive a proposal from England which could form a starting point* I dteetwed 
that before England made renewed proposals she would probably wish to have Some 
sort of assurance that there was a fair chance of a negotiation being successfully 
carried through. He at once said that'under present circumstances no i^edge of that 
nature could be made. Still a beginning must be made by someoDie. - I observed that 
England had already made proposals which had been in the hands Russia without 
c-ffeet. To quote one instance. England had submitted a proposal for a general 
arrangement which had received the Emperor’s formal approbation. As a sign of her 

(J) [Grey MSS., VoL 88.] 

, (’) [The omitted paragraphs refer to the Euasiam iatenal situation and the Moroccan 

p'Mrferenoe.] 
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good will and to facilitate negotiatione England had been asked to withdraw her ships 
from Port Arthur. This step had immediately been followed by the occupation of 
Tort Arthur by Huseia, and there the negotiations had ended. The precedent was not 
encouraging, lie said that the ‘ ‘ atmosphere ’ ’ was now different and that there was 
no fear of the recurrence of such incidents. What he felt was that a beginning should 
be made and that England should communicate her terms. 

1 then asked him (with reference to your remark that even if the moment were 
not ripe for commencing negotiations, the two governments could abstain from any 
action likely to prejudice good relations,) — whether it would not be possible to issue 
instructions to officials in Asia to observe a friendly or at any rate a conciliatory 
attitude: the spf'cial matter which I had in mind being the question of a loan to 
Persia coupled with political conditions. He said that both you and Lamsdorff had 
said that their respi'ctive governmente were averse to making or allowing such a loan, 
and that he thought that this danger could be easily averted. There was no doubt 
that if at this moment England granted a loan to Persia with political conditions 
the effect would be very bad. I said that Lord Salisbury had been in negotiation with 
the Biiasiuii govrenimen]t on this very subject when the negotiations were suddenly 
interrupted by the aunonneemont that Bussia had already granted a loan. He said 
that he wuh sure such an incident would not be repeated ns Count Witte who was 
rtwponeible for the former loan was very anxious for a good understanding with 
England, lie then spoke of his intiTview with the Em])cror. Hie Majesty had spoken 
with regret of the departure of Sir C. ITardingo and had made some observations as to 
his not having been informed previously to the decision to recall him having been 
taken. I reminded him of the King’s message to the Eiiqteror but he said that this 
had been received after the transfer of Bir C. ITardingo had become known. “ What,” 
said His Majesty “ would they think in England if 1 recalled you without telling them 
beforehand? ” T explained that ns the King did not possess tho means which were at 
the disposal of tho German Emju'ror for communicating directly with the Emperor of 
Eussia, a telegram would have to pass through the diplomatic channel and that there 
were departmental reasons why it was impossible to make such an announcement 
before it was absolutely settled'. Coimt Benckendorff said that he quite understood, 
and that he had done his best to explain but the conditions were so different in Eussia 
that it was hard to make the matter clear to his master. The Emperor had then 
spoken of hie hope soon to see the Bang in Eussia. He had explained to the Emperor 
that there were difficulties as to a land journey under present circumstances and also 
that in the present state of affairs a visit to the Capital was out of the question. The 
Emperor objected that at any rate a visit to Tsarekoe would be perfectly feasible and 
would be a source of great pleasure. (') Count Benckendorff had replied that such a 
visit could hardly bear the character of an official visit to the Emperor of Eussia by the 
King of England. He added to me that it was evident that the Emperor was anxious 
for the visit and that it would have an immense political importance. He threw out 
the suggestion that negotiations or pourparlers could be begun in secret and that an 
entente, carefully framed m outline beforehand could he "clinched” during persoMl 
conversations between the Sovereigns. I said that as Sir C. Hardinge was now at the 
foreign Office there was an admirable opportunity for conducting negotiations through 
Ik cfewmel witii which the Emperor was familiar and which was personally acceptable to 
and that Sir Arthur Nioolson the new Ambassador here was at preset 
acMitg ia cooperation with the Emperor’s representative which was a good augury for 
future good ifeding. He agreed. The whole conversation was perfectly informl and 
I repeat it at length not because it was in any sense an official communication hut 
because it may give a clue to the state of feeling here, In conclusion I may repeat that 
there was no sign whatever of any wish of the Eusman (3ovemment to give any 


(») [cp. Sir SldpM tm i Eing BiwarS fJI (19S?), 11, pp. 664-5, Wis proposal is there 
mentioaed ip ft ^ Sfr, Spritof-Bioe to iLord Kadllys of January 81, 1806.] 
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indication of what it was prepared to give in exchange for the favours suggested. 
Nothing could exceed the friendliness shown by Count Benckendorff to England. His 
sincere desire to see a better understanding between the countries was most evident. 

Yours sincerely, 

CECIL SPEING-EIOE. 


No. 209. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Orey. 

P.O. 173/123. 

(No. 119.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. February 12, 1906. 

iSir, E. February 19, 1906. 

I have the honour to report that Count Lamsdorfi has been lately the object of 
violent abuse in the press chiefly in connection with the Serbo-Austrian conflict. (‘) 
Eumours of his resignation are again circulated. These rumours are not of recent 
date (see Sir Charles Hardinge’s telegram of August 16(^) ) but are very persistent. 
A short time ago similar rumours were circulated in connection with the name of 
Count Benckendorff. 

From several sources, which ought to be well informed I gather that, as a matter 
of fact, Count Lamsdorff stands very well with the Emperor, and with his own 
department. He has however apprehensions in connection with the meeting of the 
Duma. If it meets it will most probably order an enquiry into the cause of the war 
and Count Lamsdorff (although his defence is easy) cannot defend himself without 
inculpating the Emperor. That he will never consent to do and would prefer to take 
che blame and resign. 

As to the causes of the attacks on him in the press they are attributed (so far as 
they are organized, as is believed from abroad) to his attitude towards the Austro- 
Eussian agreement and the Anglo-French entente. In the former case it is no doubt 
largely owing to the personal characteristics of himself and the Eussian Ambassador at 
Constantinople that the agreement of 1897 has worked without a hitch, and I under- 
stand from the Austrian Ambassador that the German Government has expressed 
much annoyance at the manner in which Austria has acted independently of her 
German ally in the Balkan Peninsula : the especial cause of complaint being that she 
in concert with Eussia and the western powers has consistently taken the side of 
reform against the Sultan. 

With regard to the second case. Count Lamsdorff as soon as the Anglo-French 
convention was published in 1903 [sic] repaired to Paris with an autograph letter of 
the Emperor’s approving of the entente. He even obtained leave (which is rare in 
this country) for the publication of the Imperial message in its exact wording, although 
without the signature. It was believed, that had it not been for the outbreak of the 
Eusso-Japanese war Count Lamsdorff would have negotiated an agreement between 
England and Eussia. 

On the publication of the Anglo-Japanese treaty of last year, Count Witte, after 
his interview with the Kaiser, strongly urged a coalition between Prance, Arfler^ek, 
Eussia and Germany(®) as a counterpoise to England and Japan. Count Lamsdo||E 
was instructed to make overtures to France in this sense. On the refusal of Prince 
to ioin,(*) and the repudiation by the President of the United States of the intentions 
attributed to him, the proposal was dropped, mainly on account of Count Eaniedorff'B 
own objections to enter into an Agreement with Germany alone. 

(^) [v. Ooooh dt Temperley, Vol. V, pp. 148-67.] 

(*) [This is an error ior August 17. Telegram No. 146 of August 17 reported the rumour of 
Count LamsdorS’s resignation and of his proposed succession by M. Isvolski.] 

. , U) [v* supra, p. 205, No. 195, and p. 217, No. 203.] 

(*) [v. supra, p. 214, No. 201.] 
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Count Lamsdorff was held to have been partly to blame for the failure of the 
proposed coalition and as reported by Sir Charles Hardinge at the time, his removal 
formed an important item in the German programme. 

As a reply to these attempts Count Lamsdorff received a high decoration from 
his Sovereign and he has since, I understand, maintained his position. Count Witte 
himself abandoned the idea of an anti-English coalition and has since become the 
advocate of an entente with England. 

The only course which remained open to Germany was to formally abandon her 
designs on Chinese territory, withdraw her troops and assume towards China that 
role of Amicus Gurice which she adopts towards Mahommedan governments. 

These negotiations were described in detail in Sir Charles Hardinge’ s Despatches 
Nos. 586, 594, 604 and 623(®) of last year. They appear to be known to the Austrian 
Ambassador who spoke to me about them recently. He added that an important 
part of the scheme was a reconciliation between Germany and France, on the subject 
of Morocco, through Eussia’s mediation, which Count Witte undertook to effect. 

With the refusal of France to join a coalition against England this proposal fell 
through with the rest of the design. To this fact may perhaps be attributed the 
present refusal of the Emperor of Eussia to make an appeal to the German Emperor 
on the subject of Morocco as demanded by France and if Earon d’Acrenthal’a [sic] 
statements be correct the whole incident has a good deal to do with the bitterness of 
the German Government against France and also against Count Lamsdorff, especially 
if it was the ease, as was believed by Sir Charles Hardinge, that he succeeded in 
persuading the Emperor that unless France joined the coalition, it would be unwise 
for Eussia to accept the German proposals. 

Monsieur Bompard in speaking to mo about Count Lamsdorff’s position, said that 
the press campaign that was being organized against him, raucli resembled that 
conducted with so much success against Monsieur Deloassfi. The recent fall of an 
Italian Foreign Minister of whom Germany disapproved, and the appointment of a 
statesman in his place whose German leanings were notorious, was another striking 
example of the influences which could be and were being exercised by Germany in 
the internal politics of foreign nations, and which constituted in his opinion, a serious 
danger to the tranquillity of Europe, 

Count Benckendorff told me in strict, confidence that it was not in Count 
Lamedorff’s interest that His Majesty’s Government should make any public statement 
in his favour or should appear to take any special interest in his retention of his 
ofi&ee. I venture to suggest that his neiwousness with regard to the resumption of 
negotiations with England is partly due to the consciousness that if he pressed the 
matter forward, especially before public opinion was ripe for it, the attacks upon him 
both at Court and in the press would only increase in virulence, 

I have, &c, 

CECIL SPRING-BICE. 

MINUTES. 

This is an interesting and accurate account of C[oun]t Lamsdorfl’e position during the past 
six naonths. It is satisfactory to hear that he still stands well with the Emperor but I gathered 
before I left Bussia that he would not remain in ofldee after the meeting of the Duma. Ho 
holds that having for many years been responsible solely to fhe Emperor he cannot now submit 
to any interference by the Duma with the Dep[artmen]t for F[or©ign] AFSairs]. He is a strong 
advocate of autocratic Gov[emmen]t. He passed throu^ many difficult moments during iie 
war and I think that this country is indebted to him for his moderating oounsels. He was 
entirely opposed to the proposed coalition against England after the publication of the Japanese 
Treaty last October, and he did not disguise his satisfaction when the French Ambassador 
spontaneously rejected the proposals which by the Emperor's orders and at O[oun]t Witte’s 
instigation he was oompelled to make. 

0. H, 

There is much matter for reflection in this. 

E. a. 

(“) [o. supra, pp. 202-8, No. 198, pp. 205-7, No. 196, pp. 208-10, No. 197, and pp. 214-6, 
No. 201.] 

[16942] Q 
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No. 210. 

Mr. Spring-Rico to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (^) 

Dear Sir Edward, Petersburgh, March 1, 1906. 

(-) Benckendorff will soon be back in Loudon, lie will I suppose talk 

about the entente which he hopes to arrange. He sees no difficulty about Paris. 
The arrangement made between Austria and Russia in 1897 and which has been 
loyally carried out by Count LamsdorfE with (on the whole) good results shows 
that it is quite possible to arrive at a working arrangement with Russia for common 
action. The object of the agreement was to maintain the political status quo at the 
same time to act in common with the object of securing for the populations some 
tolerable conditions of existence. It has not done much but it has kept the peace 
in the Balkans and has prevented the two nations from quarrelling continually as 
they did before the arrangement. It is very unfavourably regarded by Germany who 
thinks that Austria is inclined to separate herself from German policy in Turkey. 
It works very well, as I hear from the Austrian Ambassador here. It is always the 
subject of attack on the part of the Jingo newspapers but the Emperor has kept 
loyally to it. With regard to other considerations I learn from both Benckendorff 
and Hartwig (head of the Asiatic Department who is now going as Minister to Persia) 
that Russia desires to obtain our assent to that interpretation of the Black Sea 
clause which was advocated by Lord Salisbury at Berlin, namely that the clause 
represents only an engagement to respect the independent determinations of the 
Sultan conformably with existing treaties. Shouvalow answered that Russia regarded 
the clause as part of the law of nations and therefore as independent of the decisions 
of the Sultan. The practical effect of our modifying the view taken by us during the 
Japanese war (that is, the view of Count Shouvalow) would be that if the Sultan 
gave his permission for ships to pass the straits we should have no objection. The 
French will no doubt be informed of any negotiations which may take place in the 
matter and if so we might excite their apprehension by not telling them. It is 
curious that both the Ambassador and Hartwig should have used practically the same 
language and it looks as if a formal proposal in this sense would be made. 

I can see that your frank communications about Morocco and also about the 
Persian loan have had a very good effect here and nothing could exceed the 
friendliness of the Foreign Office. 

Our relations will very much improve as soon as the Duma is a working institu- 
tion. The reactionary party who have had the command of the press for years have 
done all in their power to stir up popular feeling against us. Now the public is 
provided with numbers of pamphlets very well written for popular consumption 
which point out the greatness of England and how it is all due to her free institutions. 
If this view prevails we shall soon have more friendly relations between tihe two 
peoples. I fear that the Government will do its best to influence tide elections hj; 
the exercise of undue pressure and that its present policy is one of repression of A 
very determined and cruel character. But there are indications that the Emperor 
is averse to this policy and that he will do something to stop it. But he has no 
initiative and no courage of the active character. It is possihle to make him under- 
stand but difficult to make him act. He would like to work with the moderate men 
of the Zemstvos but is afraid that they will know nothing of business and that they 
will be unable to manage the administrative machine. So he folds hie hands, tells 
them they make very nice speeches, and does nothing. 

Witte is not a friend of reaction although he is quite willing to go in for it or 
at any rate to allow his government to carry on such a policy. He prefers to intrigue 
with the extremists of both parties and his predominant feeling seems to be in 

(>) [Grsy MSS., Yol. 83.] 

(®) [The first part of tiais letter deals with the Moroccan question.] 
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jealousy of anyone respectable, moderate or clever enough to take his place. A 
reactionary government would suit him well enough for it would not last long and 
he could overthrow it. A moderate and sensible government with a moderate man 
at its head would be fatal to his chances. The general feeling is that he thinks 
only of himself. But then he may be right. At present no one has appeared with 
strength enough to take his position. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. SPEING-EIOB. 

Bompard said very explicitly that the language held by the Emperor to him 
showed quite clearly that he was not under the Kaiser’s influence at all — or at least 
not at the moment of talking. 


No. 211. 

Mr. Spiing~Ricc to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (') 

Dear Sir Edward, St. PcUmburgh, March 15, lfl06. 

. . . .(“) I hear you saw Dillon. lie gave your messago to Witte who was much 
pleased. He also saw Lord Knollys who called in Esher who listened attentively 
to Dillon’s message. They both said there was too much danger in a journey to advise 
the King to undertake it. Beiuilcendorff saw the Plmperor twice. He was very friendly 
in his expressions about England and seemed very much gratified at the way in whicK 
we were acting together in diflni'f'nt parts of the world. But he said that he’ would like 
to see the King.(“) B[enckendorff] wished that his name should not be mentioned. 
The reason is that the Emperor would not like to have it said that he had asked the 
King and that he had refused. The nwment is opportune if it can be managed. It 
is like visiting a man just de(darod bankrupt. I remember in Japan there was tho 
custom if you heard that a man’s house was in danger from fire to call on him at the 
last moment before the fire took hold. Witte’s idea is that a visit now or in I ho early 
summer would have a much greater effect than if it was put off till all danger had 
passed, or until there was no court to visit. 

The German press is persistently saying that the Kaiser is to meet the King in 
the spring and that the King wishes it, and this makes it much more marked if the 
King does not come. The EnifM^ror thinks that Peterhof would suit as the King oould 

come by sea. This would be like the Emperor’s own visit to Balmoral (*) 

Yours sincerely, 

CECIL SPEING-RICB. 

(1) fGroy MSS., Vol. 98.] 

(®) [The opening paragraph refi'r.s to tho Moroccan Conferenoo.] 

C) [The project seenia to have dropped after a memoranidum written by the King on March 22, 
t). Sir Sidney Loo : King Edward VG (1027), II, p. 865.] 

(*) [The rest of this letter touches on the Cretan question and Persian affairs.] 


No. 212. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice. 

F.O. 178/124. 

(No. 129.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 19, 1906. 

Count Benekendorfl read to me to-day some extracts from a message which Count 
Lamsdorff had desired him to communicate. This was to the effect that the Russian 
Government had noticed with much satisfaction how, without any anterior agreement, 
England had gradually shown a tendency to co-operate with Russia. He instanced 
[16942] Q 2 
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our co-operation in Crete and in Macedonian Eeforms, where he had observed that, 
even when Lord Lansdowne had wished to make a proposal which was not entirely 
in accord with Eussian views, it had been done in such a way as to make the Eussian 
Government feel that co-operation with them was desired. He further instanced the 
Algeciras Conference as evidence of our working together. 

I said that I was very glad to receive such a message, and from some things in 
Count LamsdorfE’s message I gathered that the Eussian Government might perhaps 
wish to go further and to have something in the nature of an entente, such as we 
had with France, 

Count Benckendorff seemed to think that, owing to the uiisettled condition of 
affairs in Eussia, it was somewhat difficult for the Eussian Government to come to us 
with offers which might be used against them in Eussia at the present time. 

I said that every an^angement of this kind must have two sides, and of course 
what we should expect would be that repose should be guaranteed on our Indian 
frontier. I thought we could guarantee that on our side there would be repose, in 
the sense of not pushing forw^ard into Asia, but we should want to be sure that if we 
maintained this attitude there would be no changes in the Russian frontier which 
would operate to our disadvantage or disturb the prospects of peace. In Europe we 
had, as Count Lamsdorff had observed, found no difficulty in co-operation. In Asia 
it would perhaps be easier for us to arrange for co-operation now than it had been 
a few years ago. At any rate, I said, we had done our best to keep the door open for 
agreement, for we had lately been very much pressed to lend money to the Persian 
Government, which we had declined to do, because we could not lend it without 
making conditions which would alter the situation in Persia. 

Count Benckendorff was aware of this, but the only observation he made was 
that he did not think Russia w’^ould have much difficulty in securing the condition 
we desired on the Indian frontier, and he said nothing as to what requests Russia 
might have to make on her side with regard to that or any other question. He 
evidently regarded the matter as one for further consideration as to how far the good 
relations between Eussia and ourselves, which are at present entirely indefinite, could 
take some more definite form. 

He asked me what news I had from Algeciras. I said that everything now 
depended upon whether Germany would give up the idea of having police of a third 
power at Casa Blanca, and if so what she would ask in return. If she gave up Casa 
Blanca but asked concessions which the French could not accept it would of course 
not advance matters. But I saw some reason to hope that Germany really desired a 
settlement, and if so I hoped the Conference might end in an Agreement. 

[I am, &c.] 

R[DWARD] G[REY]. 


No. 213. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Syring-Rice. 

Private. (^) 

Oear Spring-Eice, Foreign Office, March 26, 1906. 

Count Benckendorff has given us copies of a number of documents relating to a 
supposed secret agreement by which England and Japan guarantee the territorial 
integrity of the possessions of the Sultan of Turkey in Asia Minor, and bind themselves 
to help the Imperial Ottoman Government by their united forces against any attack 
upon the Ottoman Empire on the Asiatic side.(^) 

0) [Grey MSS., Vol. 33.] 

(^) [cp. supra, pp. 213-4, No. 200.] 
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The most circumstantial of these documents is a supposed telegram from Musurus 
Pasha, the Turkish Ambassadoi' in London, to the first Secretary of the Sultan, dated 
January 29th, 1906, in which Musurus states that I have just communicated to him 
the definitive text of the secret article to the above effect. 

No such article exists, there is no secret article or understanding of any kind 
between us and Japan; the published alliance contains everything that has been 
agreed upon between us. The supposed guarantee of Turkey has never been mentioned 
between us and Japan, nor have we over mentioned such a proposal to Musurus or at 
Constantinople, and we have undertaken no new engagement of any kind with regard 
to the Turkish Empire. Tf it is possible to make a denial more categorical than this 
I am quite ready to do it. 

What does interest me is the circumstantial character of the documents that have 
been supplied to the Eussian Government. It has taken some trouble to invent them 
and there must have been a strong motive for doing this and conveying them to the 
Eussian Government. But Count LamsdorlT is probably as well, or better, able than 
I am to guess their origin and motive. 

You may give a copy of tbi.s letter to Count Tjamsdorff. 

[Yours sincerely, 

E. GEEY.] 

I'lneloHure in No. 213. 

TiUgramme de Musurus Pasha au Premier SeerHaire du Sultan an date du 

29 Janvier, 1906. 

Private. (“) 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangbres d’Angloten'o viont d(' me cornmuniquer le 
tp.xte delhiitif do I’article secret luidilioncl au traitd d'aUiance Anglo-Japoiuiis qui a 
4te Gabli par lui de concert avec rAmbasBadeur du Japon. Jo vous transmet la traduc- 
tion turque de cet article : — 

“ Les Gouvernemonts de Grande Bretagne et du Japon iiour completer les 
stipulations; du traitfi eonclu entre elles le 12 Aout 1905 aont tonibSs d’accord 
sur Particle auivant qu’ils prennont I'obligation de tenir strictoment secret, Les 
Gouvernements de Grande Bretagne et du Japon d4clarent qu’ils garantissent 
Pint4grit4 territoriale des poBsesaions de Sa Majeatd le Sultan en Asia Mineure 
et aeront tenua de porter secours au Gouvernement Imperial Ottoman par leur 
forces rfiunies centre toute attaque dont PEmpire Ottoman aerait Pobject du c6t6 
de PAaie. Cet article additionnel et secret aura la m^me force et valeur que s’il 
§tait mot par mot ins^rfi dans le texte du traits susmentionnS du 12 Aoftt 1905 
et restera en vigueur pour la mSme durfie.” 

Les textes Pran$ais et Anglais de Particle pr6eit6 ont 4t4 exp4di4s par 
PAmbassadeur Turc & Londres par poste. 


MINUTES. 

There is a mystery about this affair : I do not believe that Musurus invented this telegram ; 
but someone has invented it and given it to the Russians. This is the sort of thing that has 
gone on for years; now for the first time the Russians are giving us the opportunity of exposing 
me lies. 

E. G. 

This last fact is worth all the lies put together. 

(») [Grey M8S., Vol. 88.] 


H. C-B. 
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No. 214. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to S‘ir Edward Grey. 


Private. (^) 

Dear Sir Edward, St. Petershurgh, April 3, 1900. 

Witte said the other day that he was in favour of an understanding with England 
but that there was no hope of a satisfactory arrangement unless the Emperor took 
the matter up and he did not believe that he would unless the King said he would 
come and visit him at Peterhof. He is of course desirous of getting a loan before 
the Duma meets and wants the help of England. Perhaps Eussia would formulate 
some terms or other if she had hopes of getting money from us. But unfortunately 
she seems to think that the favours must be all on oui‘ side. On the whole I don’t 
think that it would be possible for Lamsdorff whose position is very weak to make 
any proposal or to give any definite answer to a proposal of ours unless he had 

orders from his master which is not likely at present (®) 

Yours sincerely, 

C. SPEING EICE. 


(1) [Grey MSS., Vol. 33.] 

f*) [The last paragraph of this letter describes the internal situation in Kussia.] 


No. 215. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 


Private. ('/ 

Dear Sir Edward, St. Petershurgh, April 10, IflOG. 

I asked to see Count Lamsdorff yesterday and called bj' appointment. He said 
he was just on the point of writing to me as he had heard from Count Benekendorff 
that I had an important communication to make. 

I gave him copy of your private letter of March 26, (°) which I enclosed in a letter 
to him giving the substance in French (he does not understand English) and adding 
— as I thought I was justified in doing — a warm acknowledgement of the “perfect 
frankness ’’ displayed by him in communicating the documents. 

He read the letter attentively and said that he was very glad to receive it : he 
would show it to the Emperor at once and it would have, he was sure, an excellent 
effect. He was convinced by experience that the wisest policy in diplomatic dealings 
was a policy of frankness. The incident reminded him of the famous “ Copenhagen 
letters,’’ the forged correspondence respecting Bulgaria, which had been conunmri- 
cated to the Emperor Alexander and by him shown to Bismarck who was thereby 
enabled to refute the calumny. He gave me no indication of the source or origin dfi 
the present forgeries; their object, was however evident. He added, with earned- 
ness, that the present moment would probably be fruitful in such attempts to sow 
distrust between England and Eussia, as the fact that Germany had refu^ a, loan to 
Eussia while Bngland and Prance were making one, would give rise to the su|ipobition 
that an alliance was brewing between the three. The weapon to use against such 

(1) [Grey MSS., Vol. 83.] 

[v. supra, pp. 228-9, No. 218.] 
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machinations was the one which had been so effective in the present instance — ^namely 
the frank interchange of ideas and the immediate communication of any “ incrimina- 
ting” documents (’) 

Yours sincerely, 

CECIL SEEING EICB. 

(3) [The rest of this letter refers to the position of the Dalai Lama and closes with a further 
reference to the forgeries.] 


[ED. NOTE . — On March 28, Sir E. Grey wrote a private letter to Lord Knollys with reference 
to the desirability of a visit by King Edward to the Emperor Nicholas U. The letter closes with the 
following statement: " All therefore that I want to do for the moment is to point out what is 
to be desired as an object of foreign policy and how entirely it will in the long run depend upon 
the King : but lor the present it is impossible to come to any decision and we must wait upon 
■events.” Grey MSS., Vol. 64.] 


No. 216. 

■Sir Edirard Grey to Rir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/125. 

(No. 237.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 23, 1906. 

Count Benckendorff told me to-day that the German Ambassador at St. 
Petersburg had, by order of his Government, made enquiry regarding the reports 
in the Press as to an Entente between Eussia and England on the subject of thoir 
reciprocal interests in Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan, and Thibet, and had declared that 
the German Government would be very glad of any arrangement of this kind which 
did not damage German interests. He had said, however, that the German Govern- 
ment hoped that Eussia would not put Germany, in this matter, in the presence of a 
fait accompli, and added that the question of the Bagdad Bailway directly affected the 
interests of Germany, and that the attitude of the Eussian Government on this 
question had, in the eyes of Germany, a special importance. M. Tsvolsky had replied, 
by order of the Emperor, that the Eussian Government knew how to appreciate the 
frankness of ihe step which the German Government had feken. The tendencies 
towards an arrangement between England and Eussia for Asiatic affairs had not yet 
taken any concrete form, and had not had hitherto any other result than to maintain 
the Ktatm qtio in these affairs. But a concrete Entente between England and Eussia 
might become the natural result of the situation, and consequently the Eussians fook 
act with satisfaction of the declaration which the German Government had made 
to them in view of this eventuality. M. Isvolsky had also said that they recognised 
the German interests in the question of the Bagdad Eailway, and that they would not 
take any decision in connection with it without previous friendly explanations with 
the German Govemment.(*) 

I said that M. Isvolsky had described the situation and the feeling between 
Eussia and England in terms with which I entirely agreed; that I was to be asked a 
■question in Parliament with regard to the reported Agreement between Eussia and 
England ; that I must reply that such an Agreement does not exist as reported in the 
Press; but that I would adjust my answer to make it agree with the language used 

(») [A jaemorjmdum in Frtmoh describing M. IbvoIsH’b oonvareation with Herr von Sohoen 
is attached to ihe draft of this d«q>atoh. The inemcaiaiduiB. appears to oooae through Count 
Banckendorfi fwan M, Isvdski, tirough it is unsigned. It is exactly identical in substance 
"wito the tot parj^rajh d fhis despatch.] 
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by M. lavolsky. I also said that nothing was further from our desire than to use' 
jfriendship with Eussia as a lever to create difficulties with Germany, either for 
Eussia or for ourselves. As in the case of our entente with France, we would 
regard it as not directed in any hostile sense against any other Power. 

I told Count BenckendorfE that Germany had not yet approached us about the 
Bagdad Eailway, but they might do so at any time, and it was, therefore, important 
that the Eussian Government should come to a decision about it. We had not 
settled on what precise terms we might be willing to co-operate, if asked to do so, and 
we could not settle this till we knew the conditions on which Eussia might be willing 
to come into the enterprise. 

I reminded Count Benckendorff that, though I had not put forward any general 
proposals for an entente, yet the Bagdad Eailway and present events in Persia, on 
which I had proposed co-operation, were two very important subjects which might 
carry us some way towards a general Agreement. 

[I am, &c.] 

E[DWAED] G[EEY]. 


No. 217. 

Question asked m the House of CoTnmoris, May 24, 1906. 

{Pari. Deb., 4th ser., vol. 157, p, 1416.1 

Mr. William Redmond (Clare, B.) ; I beg to ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether he can make any statement as to the alleged agreement arrived 
at between His Majesty’s Government and Eussia. 

Sir Edward Grey : I cannot make any statement about the alleged agreement as 
described in the Press, because such an agreement does not exist. But I may add that 
there has been an increasing tendency for England and Eussia to deal in a friendly 
way with questions concerning them both as they arise. This has on more thaia 
one occasion lately led the two Governments to find themselves in co-operation. It 
is a tendency which we shall be very glad to encourage and which, if it continues, 
will naturally result in the progressive settlement of questions in which each country 
has an interest, and in strengthening friendly relations between them. 


IV,— THE PERIOD OF THE MAKING OF THE CONVENTION, 

1906 - 7 . 

No. 218. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/125. 

(No. 329.) St. Petersburghj D. May 24, 1906. 

Sir, E. May 28, 1906. 

I have the honour to state that Monsieur Izvolsky told me yesterday that the- 
news as regarded the Shah’s health was better. There therefore appeared to be no 
present reason to take serious steps. He said that he had no doubt Mr. Grant Duff 
had already received instructions to act jointly with his Eussian colleague in support 
of the Vali Ahd’s succession to the throne. He had himself sent corresponffing 
instructions to the Russian Charge d’ Affaires at Tehran. I observed that it might 
be advisable that the two Legations should have a certain sum at their disposal in 
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order to conciliate the troops and induce them to maintain their allegiance to the 
Vali Ahd on the death of the Shah. On the occasion of the present Shah’s accession 
the question of a largesse to the troops had proved a serious one and it was as well 
that the two Governments should be prepared to take steps if necessary. He agreed in 
principle and said that Monsieur Hartwig, who left yesterday for his post, had spoken 
to him on the subject. Had I any instructions in regard to the matter? I mentioned 
the conversation which yon had with the Bussian Ambassador on the 11th instant 
in which you had spoken as to the possibility of a joint loan. He said that he had 
received a report of this conversation and that he. was quite agreed, in principle, 
with the opinions you had expressed. At the same time the information at his 
disposal was not sufficiently definite to warrant a decision. He had the whole subject 
under his consideration and would inform you later when he had been able to master 
the subject. 

He then proceeded to say that the German Ambassador had called upon him 
to make a communication on the subject of the information published in the 
Standard as to a suj)poHod .‘Vnglo-Eussian entente. (*) Herr von Schoen had 
said that so far as such an understanding made for the peace of world Germany 
could only hail it with satisfaction. With regard to one point only he had an 
observation to make. 'I'hiH was, that part of the published basis of the agreement 
which concerned the Bagdad Railway. This was the subject of a concession granted 
by the Sultan to tlie Beutsclie Bank and was therefore specifically a German 
interests fsie"]. as to which Germany had every right to he consnltod. Monsieur 
Izvolsky had, he said, immediately telegraphed the substance of this conversation to 
Ldmloii in order that i( might hi', ea tonte franchixe communicated to yon.(“) He 
regarded the coinmmiicafioii ns saiisfactory us it showed Ihiit Germany had, as a matter 
of fad, no objection to an vvictiir, lietweeii .Btigland and Biissia. With regard to the 
Bagdad Railway he considered that the contention of Gennuiiy was jjist, and that 
German claims otight to ho eonsidored. I said that you had never loft any room 
for doubt in all yonr communications on the subject or in the communications made 
through Sir Gharles Hardinge. that in seeking an agreement with Russia His 
Majesty’s Government was aiming at an agreement which made for peace and not 
an agreement to be directed against the interests of any third Power, With regard 
to the Bagdad Railway the question was whether or no Great Britain should 
participate, in common with Prance, in the enterprise inaugurated by Germany, 
We had hitherto refused the German offer to participate mainly because we were 
not willing, as long as Russia was opposed to the project, to enter into a combination 
which Russia might regard as an unfriendly act. Should Russia withdraw her 
objections, we should, in common with France, be more willing to give a favourable 
answer to the German proposals for financial participation, if in other respects they 
appeared satisfactorv-. There was no question of acting in the matter without 
considering Germany, which indeed, as the concession was a German one, was 
impossible. 

Monsieur Izvolsky said that at first sight he thought that the views expressed by 
you to Count Benckendorff were such as he could recommend to the Emperor ; but 
he was unable to give a definite answer until the competent authorities had been 
consulted. 

I subsequently spoke to the French Ambassador on the subject. His Excellency 
said that he had not mentioned the matter of the Anglo-Eussian negotiations to 
Monsieur Izvolsky as he thought that it would be wiser to wait until he was more 
sure of his ground. Monsieur IzvolsW had- not spoken to him of the communication 
made by the German Ambassador. On the subject of the Bagdad Railway he had 

0) [May 19, 1906. The article refers to reports of an Anglo-Eussian Agreement in the 
Berlin press, and, while regarding ffieae as in " anticipation of facts,” sketches ilie probable lines 
of the expeoied Anglo-Eussian Convention. The foreim papers, which reproduced the ariaole, 
gave it a more deinite form than it hears in the ortginaJi.] 

(®) [op. supra, pp. 281-2, No. 216.] 
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epoken to Monsieur Izvolsky, Count Witte and the director of the General Staff. 
The former had given a favourable answer in principle but had reserved a definite 
reply until he should have consulted the competent authorities. Count Witte had 
informed him, that on reconsideration, he had changed his mind with regard to the 
matter and was now prepared to recommend Eussia to withdraw her opposition. 
The same answer had been received from the military authorities who no longer 
appeared to consider that the construction of the line was injurious to Russia’s 
military interests. Monsieur Bompard said that the director of the Deutsche Bank at 
Constantinople had approached Sir Nicholas O’Conor with regard to the participation 
of English capital and that he had subsequently proceeded to Paris where he had 
made a similar proposal with regard to French participation to the directors of the 
Ottoman Bank. It was noticeable however that the offers had been solely made 
with regard to financial participation and the inducements put forward were solely 
those incident on the issue of a loan in Paris. Nothing had been said either of the 
industrial advantages incident on construction, or on political or commercial control, 
or participation in control. 

With regard to the general question Monsieur Bompard made the following 
remarks. The denial of the intention to offer a loan to Persia, if made by Germany, 
would correspond exactly to Count Tattenbach’s similar denial of the intention to 
make an advance to Morocco, — a denial which did not as a matter of fact prevent 
Germany making an arrangement which was hardly distinguishable from a loan. 
The steps taken by the Director of the Deutsche Bank pointed to the desire of 
Germany to obtain French capital but they also pointed to the desire of Germany 
to restrict French co-operation to one of a purely financial nature. The Government 
however could not and would not participate without giving due consideration to the 
general commercial and political aspects of the question. 

With regard to the question of the observations made by Herr v[on] Schoen as 
to a rap’prochement between England and Eussia, similar friendly observations had 
been made as to the rapprochements made between Italy and France, between Austria 
and Eussia and between France and England. But it was not to be denied that 
in all these cases Germany had been untiring in her efforts to destroy the force of 
all these agreements, while protesting publicly that she regarded them with favour. 
Monsieur Bompard therefore considered that while accepting with satisfaction the 
friendly sentiments of Germany the two Governments should not lose sight of the fact 
that the advice and assistance of Germany would not always and invariably be given 
with a view to the furtherance of harmony. The two Governments should act for 
themselves according to their own interests. They should of course make it plain 
that their efforts to come to a mutual agreement did not and could not entail any 
consequences injurious to any power which sincerely desired peace. But they should 
act not through intermediaries, but directly, unless they were anxious to pay 
somewhat heavy brokerage. 

He pointed out further that as regards the Bagdad railway it was not advisable 
that the three Powers (France England and Russia) should act separately, by 
separate and _ independent negotiations, with Germany. They should act as a unit 
and if they did so the terms obtained would be better. For this purpose it was most 
necessary that they should come to a common understanding as soon as possible. 
This he said, not with any hostile feeling towards Germany, but from the puteM, 
business point of view. .^4.. 

He added that although as he had told me, he had not thought it edvlg^te 
as yet to speak on the subject of Anglo»Eussian relations, which he had absta^ed 
from doing because he was not yet sufficiently clear as to the policy which wduld 
be pursued by the new Government and because, in principle, he ihought it was 
b^ttsr that Russia and England should fight out their battle by then^selvesy bn the 
ground of their own private interests and without foreign int^armioe,— yet His 
Majesty’s Embassy might rest assured that they might count on Menifiy and 
willii^ co-operation of their French Colleagues in case any question Of should 
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arise which could be usefully aplani by the offices of a mutual friend. I said I was 
sure that in the future as in the past his friendly offices would be appealed to if the 
occasion arose. 

I have, &c. 

CECIL SEEING EICE. 

MINUTE. 


I think Mr. Grant Duff alroad.y has instructions to support the Valiahd in concert with his 
Eussian colleague at Teheran. 

E. G. 


No. 219. 

Sir A. Johnstone 1o Sir Edward Grey. 

E.O. 371/125. 

<No. 64.) Secret. Copenhagen, D. May 27, 1906. 

Sir, E. June 5, 1906. 

Monsieur Crozier, the French Minister here, who has been on leave in Paris 
during more than two months, returned last weelt, and yesterday I had the opportunity 
of a long and confidential conversation with him. 

We discussed the nomination of Monsieur Isvolsky as Eussian Foreign Minister, 
and Monsieur Crozier ’s remarks in this connection may prove of interest as he was 
very intimate with Monsieur Isvolsky whom he invited, when the Eussian Minister 
was in Paris last March, to meet 'Monsieur Bourgeois at luncheon. 

During the Eusso-Japanosc war moreover, and during the time when Monsieur 
Isvolsky was feeling very keenly the Russian defeats, it was to Monsieur Crozier that 
he turned for sympathy, and the remarks he then made on European politics, may 
furnish an index to the line he may be oip<'cted to pursue, now that he is in charge 
of the Foreign Office at St. Petersburg. 

Believing, as I do, that Monsieur Isvolsky is no very ardent partisan of the Russo- 
French alliance, I sounded Monsieur Crozier as to his views on this subject, and I 
ascertained that, whilst ho was of opinion that Monsieur Isvolsky would find it necessary 
from financial and political reasons to adhere to the dual arrangement, he was 
distrustful of His Excellency’s sympathy with, and leanings towards Germany. 

Monsieur Crozier alluded especially to Monsieur Isvolsky’s friendship with Herr 
von Schoen, lately promoted from here to the Embassy at St. Petersburg, and said 
that he feared the German Ambassador would personally be at a great advantage with 
his other colleagues from his previous intimacy with the Minister. Monsieur Crozier 
added that Monsieur Isvolsky during the winter and spring of 1905, had frequently 
alluded to the friendly attitude of Germany and the gratitude he felt for it, and 
Monsieur Crozier had several times reminded him that the Eussian Government owed 
a still deeper debt of gratitude to the French than they did to the German Government. 

It was fairly evident to me from this portion of the conversation that Monsieur 
Isvolsky had held the scales pretty evenly balanced between his French and German 
colleagues, both of whom have possibly informed their Governments of the friendship 
feliby His Excellency to their respective countries. 

Monsieur Crozier in the course of further conversation told me that Monsieur 
Isvolsky was no friend of the Mursteg programme, as he was an opponent of the 
extension, at present at any rate, of Russian influence in the far East, and considered 
that her energies ought to be ttamed towards Constantinople. Monsieur Isvolsky, so 
said Monsieur Croaier, had been most desirous of being named Ambassador to Turkey 
whenever the post wmi vacant, and Hie Excellency had frequently stated to Monsieur 
Crozier that h& country had made a mistake in allowing Austria-Hungary to obtain 
a pcaition equal to that d Russia in the Balkans. I was serving in Vienna when Count 
Kapnist died them, and I then heard from a good source that the Austrian-Hungarian 
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Government had aignified to the Eussian Government privately their disinclination 
to receive Monsieur Isvolsky as Ambassador, and it appears to me quite possible that 
whenever Eussia is sufficiently freed from her interior political troubles, to take an 
active interest in foreign policy, the Austro-Eussian Agreement as to joint action in 
the Balkans, may not receive as much support from Monsieur Isvolsky as it did from 
Count LamsdorfE. 

Monsieur Crozier summed up his impression of Monsieur Isvolsky as follows : “He 
is very Eussian, an ardent pati-iot, very supple and extremely active (‘ remuant 
He added that Monsieur Isvolsky had often spoken to him in admiring terms of Great 
Britain and her institutions. 

I have sent by Messenger a copy of the above to Sir A. Nieolson under flying seal 
through Berlin. 

I have, &c. 

ALAN JOHNSTONE. 


No. 220. 

Sir Bldward Grey to Sir C. MacDonald. 

F.O. 871/177. 

(No. 82.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 28, 1906. 

I took an opportunity to-day of explaining to the Japanese Charge d’Affaires that 
there was no truth in the statement which had appeared in the Press that we had 
concluded an Agreement with the Eussian Government. (^) What had happened was 
that we had lately had occasion to discuss several matters with Eussia, and had been 
co-operating with regard to them. I instanced especially Crete, Macedonia, the 
increase of Customs Duties in Turkey, and the general state of affairs in Persia, with 
special reference to the trouble on the Turco-Persian frontier. Many years ago, Eussia 
and England had surveyed this frontier and drawn up a map stating approximately 
what the frontier wa.-< then considered to be, and now that there was a dispute about 
it and encroachments by Turkey we had naturally taken a joint interest in the matter. 

Count Mutsu asked me whether we had not also discussed Afghanistan and Thibet 
with Eussia. 

I said that since I came into Office we had not had occasion to discuss the position 
of Afghanistan with Eussia at all. But I had explained to the Eussian Government 
the provisions of the Adhesion Convention with China with regard to Thibet. 

Count Mutsu asked me whether we had also explained this Adhesion Convention 
at Tokio. 

I said we had not made any communication to Tokio or any other place on this 
point. With regard to the information given to Eussia, 1 said Lord Lansdowne had 
given a definite statement to Eussia of our position respecting Thibet, as it had been 
left by the Convention between India and Thibet. Statements had lately appeared in 
the Press to the effect that our Convention with China would give us a new atad 
privileged position in Thibet. .The Eussian Go'vernment had made enquiries, and t 
had explained that the Convention with China was purely an adhesion Convent^* 
and had not altered the position as described to Eussia by Lord Lansdowne. ' ' ‘ " 

Count Mutsu said that he understood, then, that we had not con<iludbd any 
Agreement with Eussia, but might perhaps be on our way towards one. 

I said we had certainly not concluded any Agreement. But we were undoubtedly 
on more friendly terms than we had been a few years ago. I assuted him, however, 

[v. supra, p. 283, No. 218, and note (*).] 
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that as soon as thore was any question on our part of coming to an Agreement with 
Eussia that affected matters within the scope of our Alliance with Japan I would take 
care to keep the Japanese Government informed. 

[I am, &c.] 

E[DWAED] G[EEY]. 


No. 221. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/125. 

(No. 333.) St. Petersburgh, D. May 29, 1906. 

Sir, E. June 11, 1906. 

I called on Monsieur Isvolsky this afternoon, and after a few preliminary remarks 
I informed him that I, would be in a position to converse with him in regard to certain 
questions in which both countries were interested. In fact I could tell him that I had 
received your instructions to exchange views on several important matters, such as 
Thibet and others, and I understood that the Bussian Government were desirous of 
entering upon a discussion which might load to a satisfactory conclusion. Monsieur 
Isvolsky expressed his great satisfaction with this communication, and he assured me 
that he would cordially take part in the discussions to which I alluded. He added that 
he could do so with the more satisfaction as a cnmmuniwition which he had recently 
received from the German Ambassador had set hie mind at rest in regard to any 
possible difficulties from Germany, and that he now felt that he could converse with 
me with greater liberty than would otherwise perhaps have been the case. The only 
question on which Germany had expressed some anxiety was that of the Bagdad 
Eailway, but in respect to a general understanding between Great Britain and Eussia 
the German Ambassador stated that his Government regarded it with favourable eyes. 

I remarked that I quite understood that the Bagdad Eailway was of special 
interest to Germany, but it seemed to me that it was one to be treated separately from 
those which I desired to discuss with him, I was of opinion that our conversations 
should be treated as strictly confidential, especially as they were related to questions 
affecting the interests of Great Britain and Eussia alone, and that I was anxious to 
discuss them in a spirit of perfect confidence and frankness and solely between 
ourselves. It seemed to me essential to observe these conditions in order to avoid 
confusion and misunderstandings. 

Monsieur Isvolsky expressed his entire agreement with my views, and observed 
that the Bagdad Eailway and the question also of a Persian Loan had been mentioned 
by you to Count Benckendorffi and he, therefore, thought that they would form part 
of our conversations. 

I replied that of course they were questions of importance and even of urgency, 
but to my mind distinct from the main questions with which I trusted we should 
shortly deal. I would naturally be always ready to speak on them also, and indeed 
Would very probably have frequent occasions to do so. I added that I would prefer to 
wait a few days before commencing our conversarions, and that perhaps we might 
initiate them with an exchange of views in regard to Thibet, 

I had been prepared by my French colleague to find Monsieur Isvolsky jubilant 
in regard to the benevolent views of the German Government relative to an Anglo- 
Eussian understanding, and inclined to take the German Ambassador into our 
confidence more fully than perhaps would be desirable: and it seemed, therefore, 
necessary to impress on His Excellency that, while admitting the right of the German 
Government to be mterested in all that affected a German Eailway enterprise, it would 



be desirable in the interests of a smooth course of our forthcoming discussions thai 
the treatment of the questions before the two countries should be a strictly confidential 
matter between our respective Governments. (‘) 

I have, &c. 

A. NIGOLSON. 


(') [Sir A. Nicolson’s language was approved bj Sir E. G-roy in a despatch to Sir A. Nicolsnn, 
No. 274 of June 16, 1906.] 


No. 222. 


Sir A. Nicolsoii to Sir Edward GreyA^) 

F.O. Bllim. 

(No. 345.) St. Petersburgh, D. June 5, 1906. 

Sir, E. June 11, 1906. 

During the audience which 1 had the honour to have with His Majesty the 
Emperor yesterday I took the opportunity of informing His Majesty that I trusted 
shortly to open conversations with his Minister for Foreign Affairs on certain questions 
which were of importance and interest to both countries. The Emperor said that he 
had been e.vcecdingly glad to have been informed of my intention by Monsieur Isvolsky, 
and that he earnestly trusted that the conversations would result in a satisfactory 
understanding, which was desirable not only in the interests of the two countries 
but in those of the peace of the world. His Majesty added that he considered that 
the prospects of an arrangement were very favourable now that a new Government 
had come into office in England, and that he had been pleased to observe that public 
opinion in my country was well disposed to an understanding with Eussia. 

I observed that I trusted that public opinion in both countries was beginning to 
understand each other better, and that it seemed to me of great advantage that the 
question with which I should have to treat related to matters which affected the 
interests of Great Britain and Eussia alone, and that it would therefore enable 
Monsieur Isvolsky and myself to conduct our discussions with perfect and untrammelled 
freedom. 

The Emperor expressed his entire concurrence with this view. 

Subsequently when conversing with Mr. Spring-Eice, His Majesty spontaneously 
said that he hoped that the new Eussian Minister at Teheran and Mr. Spring-Eice 
would work corffially together in Persia. 

I had told Monsieur Isvolsky previous to my audience that I proposed to mention 
to the Emperor the fact that we would shortly initiate “pourparlers.” I had been 
given to understand by the French Ambassador that His Majesty disliked any political 
questions being suddenly sprung upon him, and would observe extreme reticence were 
such subjects broached unexpectedly. i li, 

There was a marked and sincere cordiality in the language of the Emper<|r 
His Majesty’s evident desire that the forthcoming discussions should lead to 
satisfactory arrangement will doubtless exercise a useful influence over the attitu^ 
of the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

('■) [Tke substaaoe ol IMs despatch was telegraphed and received on June 4.] 
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No. 223. 

)Sir A. Niiiolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (^) 

Dear Sir Edward, St. Petershurgh, June 6, 1906. 

I have not yet broken ground with M. Iswolsky as to Thibet, but I have let 
him know that I am ready to commeneo our conversations whenever he is ready. 
I think that what the Emperor said to me at my audience will be of use and was 
satisfactory. Acting on a suggestion of the French Ambassador, I had told 
M. Isvolsky, previous to my audience, that I proposed to mention the matter to the 
Emperor, and, therefore, the latter was prepared for my observations. His reply 
had evidently been thought out, as he gave it fluently and with emphasis, while 
I am told that as a rule if political matters are mentioned to him, he takes refuge in 
vague answers. I thought it well to state both to the Emperor and to M. Iswolsky 
that the questions which would be discussed were of interest to our countries alone, 
so that they might understand that wo had no desire to forge a weapon directed 
against others : and also to impress on them that consultation with others w’as 
unnecessary. Tt was with the same intention that I wished M. Iswolsky to understand 
that the Bagdad Railway question should be treated as ono distinct from those which 
came under our future general arrangement. 1 think it well to put a ring fence 
arouiul our diseusHions : but 1 do not feci sure that M. Iswolsky will not take the 
German Ambassador into his confidence as negotiations proceed. M. Iswolsky 
confessed to mes that his mind at present was a blank on the questions with which 
w<' should deal, though he assured me of his earnest desire to facilitate an arrangement 
by all means in his power. Let us hope that he will act up to these, righteous inten- 
tions. T have <uily seen him twice, and then more or less formally, so T cannot 
yet judge of his disposition or of his calibre. 

T was amused at the hlmperor’s remark to me that he considered that under a 
Liberal Governmemt in England, there were better chances than formerly of an 
arrangement. I did not take up the observation, as I was not quite clear as to what 
he had in his mind. He may think that Eussia may obtain better terras. 

I noticed a little inclination in the Emperor and also in M. Iswolsky that rsfe] 
we were those who were most eagerly seeking for an arrangement, and T thought it 
well to remark that both sides stood on an equal footing in that respect. They must 
not regard us as suppliants or they will be too exacting. 

Y[ou]rs sincerely, 

A. NICOLSON. 

(>) fGroy MRS., Vol. 88.] 


No. 224. 

Sir A. Nicoleon to Sir Edward Qrey. 

St. Petershurgh, June 7, 1906. 

F.O. 871 /m. !>■ 8-15 p.M. 

Tel. (No. 111.) B. 10-15 p.m. 

I oonomenoed this afternoon conversations with Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
Thibet. 

I A'gp laine d verbally to him our various Conventions with Thibet and China, and 
oonununioated to him copy of Adhesion Conventitm ae it is believed to be, and said that 
I would give hha an exact copy when the original was received from Peking. 

I also stated to him verbally five bases of our demands, as mentioned in my 
instructions, giidag han the necessary explanation. 
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Minister for Foreign Affairs asked if I would let him have in writing points 1 had 
mentioned, and I said that I would communicate them informally to him. I think 
there can be no objection to my meeting his wishes in that respect. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs said he would like to look over all past correspondence 
before our next meeting, as he was not well versed in questions. 

He asked me what course of procedure I proposed to adopt in regard to our 
discussions. 

I said that I thought it would be best to examine each question seriatim, and when 
we had exchanged views on one question, and had practically come to an agreement 
on it, to pass to the next, and when we had terminated the examination of subjects for 
discussion to draw up and sign a Convention comprising all the questions. 

He agreed, and said that he understood that I did not wish to treat each question 
as a separate arrangement. I replied that I did not wish for an incomplete Agreement, 
but that settlement of each question must depend on a general understanding being 
arrived at. 

I trust you will concur. (^) 


MINUTES. 

It is only after we have learnt the Eussian views on Thibet, Persia and Afghanistan that we 
shall be able to judge whether a general agreement is possible, therefore it seems very desirable 
that we should not go too closely into detail in the preliminary discussions on each question. (’■) 
M. Isvolsky gave no indication of his views on Thibet. It might be desirable, if the Ifndia] 
0[ffice] concur, to say something to Sir A. Nioolson in the above sense. 

C. H. 

We have now shown our hand as regards Tibet — ^we may go on to do it as regards 
Afghanistan — after that a judicious hint that Russia should show a little of hers about Persia 
would be useful. 

E. G. 

(^) [Sir E. Grey concurred in telegram No. .109 to Sir A. Nicolson of Juno 18, 1906, which 
reproduces the main part of the first sentence of the minute, adding and as far as possible the 
disclosure of the Russian point of view on each question should be equivalent to our own.”] 


No. 225. 

Sir Edward Orey to Sir C. MacDonald. 

F.O. 871/177. 

(No. 96.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 15, 1906. 

I told the Japanese Charge d’Affaires that it might interest his Government to 
know that we had made definite proposals to Eussia for an Agreement respecting 
Thibet. I gave him confidentially the proposals which we had instructed Sir Arthur 
Nicolson to make, pointing out that there was nothing really new in them, and what 
they amounted to was an Agreement for non-interference. 

The Japanese Charge d’Affaires asked me whether we had communicated this to 
the Eussiane, and I said we had, but we had not yet got their reply. 

He also asked me whether we were discussing any Agreement on any other points, 
I told him we had not made any general proposal nor received any from Eussia 
with regard to any other questions, such as Afghanistan and Persia. Troubles were 
constantly arising in Persia, disturbancee and so forth, which needed our attention. 
And we had hitherto arranged these matters with Eussia as they arose in a friendly 
way. But I thought it worth while 'to tell him what was passing about Thibet, because 
that was a part of the world which was covered by our Agreement with Japan. And I 
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further observed that, if we could make an Agreement with Kussia about this and other 
matters which concerned the Indian Frontier, it would be a very useful additional 
guarantee of peace. 

[I am, &c.] 

E[DWAED] G[EEY]. 


[ED, NOTE. A suggested visit by a British naval squadron to Bussia was vetoed by the 
Emperor Nicholas 11, and hia reasons given in a telegram of July 12, 1906, to King Edward.' The 
latter, in acknowledging it, telegraphed “ Hope visit may take place next year.” A visit of 
representatives of the Puma to London took place at the end of July, to attend the annual 
conference of the Inter-Parliamontary Union. On the morning of the opening of the conference, 
news arrived that the Duma had been dissolved by the Emperor. Sir H. Oampboll-Bannermann, in 
his opening address, referred to the incident and ended with the words “ La Duma ost morte, vivo 
la Duma.” For those details v. Sir Sidney Lee ; King Edward VII (1927), 11, pp. 566-8.1 


No. 226. 


Sir C. Hardinge to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private. (’) 

My dear Nico, Foreign Office, August 7, 1906. 

. . . .(“) Now as to the sotiueiice of the subjects of discussion we know more or 
less what we want as regards Afghanistan but we have not the faintest idea what the 
Eussians want in Persia and it seems useless to make proposals to them which they will 
not look at. Our idea lias therefore been after suhniitting to the Euasiaiis our vie-ws 
as to Thibet and Afghanistan (o ask thorn what may be their views as to Persia, and if 
we find we cannot accept them to make counter-proposals oi our own. We have not yet 
got the views of the India oflice on our proposed instructions to you. We have had 
the views of the Gov[ernmenlt of India which wore quite impossible and to which we 
have replied. They will probably be overridden by Mr. Morley. As soon as Grey has 
decided the question of the negotiations we will, if necessary, press the India OjBace 
for a definite statement of policy (*) 


(>) rnamock MSS.] 

(®) [The opiming and eloaing sentenoes of this letter 
with tho .^nglc-HuRBian negotiations.] 


Yours ever, 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 

refer to various matters unconneoted 


No. 227. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private, (*) Fallodon, Christen Bank, Northumherlatid, 

Dear Sir Arthur Nicolson, August 10, 1906. 

. t . . (®) As to negotiations I hope I have now got the instructions ready as to 
Afghanistan; there is no difficulty at the India Office, but the Indian Gov[ernmen]t 
has to be consulted and it takes a little time to lead them to the waters of conciliation 
and get them to agree that they are wholesome. 

On Persia I should like the Eussians to be invited to say the first word and my 
idea wonld be, if they propose something inadmissible to put forward a diagonal line 

0) rOamook MSS.] 

[The first part of this letter refers to minor internal disturbances in Bersin.] 
[16942] B 
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giving them access to the Gulf, but leaving the mouth of the Gulf on our side of the 
line ; in this I am consulting Morley. 

But while Euesia is on the brink of Eevolution it is no good going faster in these 
matters than is necessary to keep the negotiations alive. 

I cannot see how things are to come right in Eussia till the present organization 
and machinery of Government is broken up and that can only be done by Eevolution. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. GEEY. 


No. 228 . 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (^) 

Dear Sir Edward, St. Petersburgh, September 12, 1906. 

It is satisfactory that M. Iswolsky should have been frank in letting us know 
of the overtures of the Persian Gov[ernmen]t to that of Eussia for a money advance 
and for a prospective loan : and also that he should have communicated to us the 
confidential information which he received in regard to the Persian negotiations 
with a German Bank. Although it may appear captious to criticize his virtuous 
disposition, I think that it was, to a certain degree, force majeure which induced 
M. Iswolsky to unbosom himself. It would be difficult for Eussia alone at this 
moment to find the necessary funds : and M. Iswolsky would doubtless prefer a 
minage d deux to a manage d trois in Persia, especially when the third party would 
be such an exceedingly active partner as the Emperor William. 

At the same time I am afraid that M. Iswolsky shows no great eagerness or 
activity in pursuing our negotiations. The long promised Draft Convention as to 
Thibet has not yet made its appearance ; and during our recent discussions on Persian 
affairs when I hinted that I should be glad to know in general outlines his views on 
our future relations in Persia, he looked blankly at me and said that he had no views 
at all. This was a little discouraging, so I suggested that perhaps we might soon 
begin to talk as to Afghanistan. To this he vaguely replied that this would be 
agreeable; but he did not seem disposed to take up the topic seriously. It is clear 
that we shall have difficulty in getting him to take the initiative, and I propose to leave 
him alone for a while on our larger subjects, and endeavour to settle with him the 
more pressing special Persian questions (^) 

Yours sincorely, 

A. NICOLSON. 

(1) [Grey MSS., Vol. 83.] 

(®) [^e omitted paragraph touches on the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line but adds no new 
information.] 


No. 229. 

Sir A. Nieolaon to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (*) 

Dear Sir Edward, St. Petersburgh, September 26, 1906. 

M. Iswolsky, since my last letter, has made a step or two in advance, and is 
showing more interest in the negotiations than has been the case for some weeks 
past. At the same time, I do not conceal from myself that he has confined himself 
to verbal expressionfl of his own personal views, and that even with these he has not 
gone beyond the vaguest outline. Moreover he evidently anticipates some difficulties 
with the General Staff, but these may not prove to be serious obstacles if the Emperor 


(1) [Gr&y MSS., Vol. 33.] 
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cordially supports the arrangement as it, has been sketched out. In the most 
favourable pircumstances there will, I expect, be considerable delays, as they are slow 
to move, and have, doubtless much hesitation in committing themselves to paper. 
I believe that their present weakness renders them more cautious than would perhaps 
be the case if they were not hampered by their internal difficulties, as they probably 
fear that we may wish to take advantage of the existing situation to our own benefit. 
I fully believe in the sincer'ily of M. Tswolsky, and if T had to dea,l with him alone, 
I do not think that the course of the negotiations would he troublesome, though it 
might be lioigtliy f"\ 

Yours sincerely, 

A. NTCOLSON. 

1 “) [Till' rcpf. (»f this letter gives (iftails of suggested further negotiations.] 


No. 23(». 


Sir F. Frrlir to Sir Edwiini (ireij. 

Private.! 

My dear Grey, British Embassy, Paris, October 22, 1906. 

The mesflongt'r is just, leaving and I have only a very short time in which to 
tell you that Count Izvolsky came to see mo to-day having sent me a message by 
Count Benckendorff that he wished to see me. What he said was : 

The King has been so gracious as to send me an invitation and I should have 
much liked to be received by His Majesty but t-o-day was to have been the day 
named by the King and to-day I had already received an apimintment to be received 
by the President of the Kepublic. In the present ministerial crisis there is at the 
present moment nobody with whom I can discuss political and financial matters, but 
I hope that before I go next Friday there will be a Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
These are the personal reasons which stand in the way of my going to London, but 
there are also political objections to my being there in present circumstances. If 
I went to Tjondon the newspapers would make out that negotiations between Eussia 
and England had gone much further than they had in reality, Moreover I might 
have to discuss matters and questions for which I am not prepared yet to discuss, 
and suspicion would he caused in quarters which it is very necessary for Eussia 
to m4nager. Before coming to arrangements with England I must find out at 
Berlin what interests the German Emperor and his Government consider that 
Germany has in Persia, not necessarily in order to allow them to stand in the way 
of an agreement with England but in order to avoid a repetition by Germany of her 
attitude in the Morocco question and Eussia being placed in the dPemma of France. 
I must also ascertain precisely what are the views of the German Government in 
regard to the Bagdad Eailway question and other matters. I require all this 
information in order to enable me to judge how far I can go without the risk of 
meeting with German opposition. In the present position of Eussia it is essential 
to consider German susceptibilities. After Berlin to which I go on Friday I nmst 
return direct to Petersburg. I hope to have , the honour of being received by His 
Majesty on a future occasion. 

Yours sincerely, 

FBANCIS BEETIE. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAED. 

I perfectly understand and appreciate the reasons given. 

P) [Grey M88., Vol. 10.] 


E.R. 


[ 16942 ] 


B 2 
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No. 231. 

S^r F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private and Confidential. (^) 

My dear Grey, British Embassy, Paris, October 22, 1906. 

I wrote in a great hurry this afternoon to catch the Messenger’s train at 4 p.m, 
and did not fully report my interview with Count Izvolsky. I will now supplement 
my account and send it by Lord Aberdeen who goes to London by the same train 
tomorrow. 

When Count Izvolsky stated that he could not go further in the negotiations 
with His Majesty’s Government until he had ascertained the views of the German 
Government I asked him whether he meant that arrangements between Eussia and 
England must be subject to the concurrence of Germany. His answer was, no, but 
that he must sound the German Government as to their views. They had of their 
own accord informed the Eussian Government that Germany would rejoice at an 
rmderstanding between Eussia and England provided that it took account of German 
interests and they had stated that their interests in Persia were purely commercial ; 
but he was not prepared to adopt the mode of Monsieur Delcass^ in the Morocco 
question and present Germany with a “fait accompli.’’ In the present position of 
Eussia the Eussian Government could not afford to do so. He did not propose to 
make an arrangement with England subject to German consent but he must 
ascertain what Germany understood or meant by so-called commercial interests. 
She had professed to have only commercial interests in Morocco, but the result of 
taking her at her word had been a very grave tension between Germany and Prance. 
He was not prepared to run the risk of the creation of such a situation between 
Eussia and her next door neighbour. I asked him whether the Bagdad Eailway 
would be a German Commercial question to be discussed and he said that he thought 
that it would be possible to come to terms with Germany on that matter. 

Count Izvolsky spoke of his excellent relations with Nicolson who, he said, took 
a very just and sensible view in regard to the internal affairs of Eussia, much 
assisted thereto by the great knowledge and wise counsels of Sir Donald Mackenzie 
Wallace. Order was being gradually re-established. Monsieur Stolypin’s nerves 
had not been in the least affected by the Bomb explosion in his Villa. His Govern- 
ment would maintain order and grant all reasonable reforms. 

I met Count Benckendorff late in the afternoon. He asked me whether I 
had seen Count Izvolsky and I gave him an account of my interview. Count 
Bendkendorff’s language was to the same effect as that of the Eussian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, but he was more explicit. He said that Eussia was under 
great obligations to Germany and was bound to conciliate her a.8 much as possible, 
that Germany had given notice of the estabhehment of a German Bank in Per^. 
There was no knowing to what concessions to Germany that fact mi^t not lead. 
The sphere in Persia which His Majesty’s Government proposed to mark out for 
England offered no temptations for Germany. It would be in the Eussian sphere 
thdt She would probably seek ooncessions of all kinds through the Bank unless 
Eussia came to terms with her. This would be very inconvenient to Eussia and 
the Eussian Government must endeavour to obviate such a position. They did not 
want Germany in Persia, but they must try to come to terms with her. I put it 
to him that if account was to be taken of all German wishes in Persia an arrange- 
ment between Eussia and England might become very difficult. She had volunteered 
the statement that her interests in Persia were purely commercial. Would it not 
be better to accept that statement and act accordingly than to elicit explanations 
which might put forward claims which would have to be disregarded if negotiations 


(1) [Grey MSS., Vol. 10.] 
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between England and Euseia were to be suceeseful. Count Benekendorff replied 
that Eussia in present cireiimstanees could not afford to be on bad terms with 
Germany. 

Yours sincerely, 

FEANCIS BEETIE. 


No. 232. 


Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey. 


Private and ConlidentiaL(') 

My dear Grey, British Embassy, Paris, October 25, 1906. 

As authorized by your private telegram of yesterday afternoon I saw Monsieur 
Clemeneeau this morning and explained to him the position of the negotiations with 
Eussia in regard to Persia, and I gave him an account of my conversations with 
M. Izvolsky and Count Bonckendorff. 

M. Clemeneeau told me that he had met M. Izvolsky last night at dinner, and 
that he had impressed on him, in talking of the policy of the French Government, 
that they were anxious that Eussia and England should come to agreements, that 
France meant to remain the Ally of Euseia and the friend of England and would 
not drop either one or the other. 

M. Izvolsky had rt^marked in reply that personally he was entirely in favour 
of an understanding with England, but the negotiations must not be hurried on. 

Monsieur Cleniouceau says that it is evident that Germany has prevented 
M. Izvolsky’s projected visit to London, and that the Emperor who is anxious to 
revive the Rrei Kaiser Bund will endeavour to make terms with Eussia behind 
our back. 

M. Clemeneeau does not think that it would be advisable that he personally 
should recur in conversation with M. Izvolsky, when lie meets him again, to 
England, but he will make Monsieur Pichon acquainted confidentially with the 
position which I had described to him, and he will get M. Pichon to impress on 
M. Izvolsky — whom he is to meet tomorrow — the advisability from the French point 
of view of Eussia making terms with England. 

I asked M, Clemeneeau whether he had any idea of what the obligation might 
be which Russia owed to Germany to which Count Benckendorff had referred. 
Monsieur Clemeneeau said no, perhaps it related to a German intervention in Poland. 

Yours sincerely, 

FRANCIS BERTIE. 

MINUTE BY KING EDWARD. 


Germany is certain to act against us — behind our hack. 

(») [Grey MBS., Vol, 10.] 


E.R. 


No, 288. 

Sir Francis Bertie to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private and Confidential. (’) 

My dear Grey, Paris, October 26, 1906. 

The President of the Council and the Minister for Foreign Affairs paid me the 
regulation visits this evening on accesdon to Office. (*) 


(*) [Grey MSS., V<d. 10.] 
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M. Clemenceau told me that he had met the Eussian Ambassador at breakfast 
this morning, that he had spoken to him about the importance of the relations 
between Eussia and England being placed on a good footing; thf^t the Ambassador 
had entirely concurred, saying that he had always been in favour of arrangements 
being made to settle questions between Eussia and England. When M. Clemenceau 
suggested that it was to be regretted that M. Izvolsky should have changed his plans 
and should go to Berlin from here instead of via London, the Ambassador said that 
M. Izvolsky had never had any intention of going to London. His plans had all 
been settled some time ago and London was not in the programme. M. Clemenceau, 
seeing that M. de Nelidow was either badly informed or did not desire to discuss 
the matter, dropped the subject after saying that he had understood that there was 
a question to be settled with regard to a loan or an advance to be made to Persia 
through the intervention of Eussia and England. 

M. Pichon told me that he had spoken to M. Izvolsky this morning on the 
subject of the desire of the French Gktvernment that Eussia and England should 
be on the best of terms. M. Izvolsky said that such was his wish, but he changed 
the subject when M. Pichon referred to the change in M. Izvolsky’s plans. 
M. Pichon, however returned to the charge later on and observed that it was a pity 
that he should go to Berlin without first visiting London. The account which 
M. Izvolsky then gave of his reasons was the same as he had given to me and which 
I described to you in my letters of the 22nd instant, and he said that he had every 
hope of coming to an Agreement with His Majesty’s Government in regard to Persia. 
He was not going to Berlin in order to consult the German Government as to the 
negotiations with England, but for the purpose of ascertaining precisely what were 
the interests which they considered Germany had in Persia, and whether they were 
really only commercial. He wished to avoid a difficulty with Germany and to be 
able to negotiate with His Majesty’s Government with full knowledge of the attitude 
of that country. He considered that going to London at the present moment would 
render his object, which was an Agreement with England, more difficult than if 
he postponed discussions till after a visit to Berlin. The negotiations required great 
tact, they must not be hurried, for he had a difficult task, viz., to persuade some 
of his colleagues of the advisability of coming to terms with His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. He felt confident however of success if matters were not hurried, M. Pichon 
told me that M. Izvolsky appeared to him to be speaking in good faith, and to be 
really desirous of coming to terms with His Majesty’s Government. 

Yours sincerely, 

FEANCIS BEETIE. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAEI). 


I shall however always regret that M. Izvolsky was unable to come to London 
this year. 


E.B. 


No. 234. 

Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/129. 

(No. 333.) Very Confidential. Berlin, D. October 29, 1906. 

Sir, E. November 5, 1906. 

Monsieur Isvolsky, who is spending a few days in Berlin on his return to 
St. Petersburg from Paris, and whose acquaintance I had the honour of making 
at a party at the Eussian Emhassy last night, was good ehough to call upon me late- 
this afternoon, as he wished to haVe some conversation with me. He said he was 
glad to think that a decided improvement had taken place in the relatione between 
our two countries, and he was ip hopes that a thorough and complete understanding 



•247 


might eventually be coiiio to. h'or this, however, much time and patience would be 
required. Earnestly desiring, as he did, to arrive at such an understanding, it was 
necessary for him to take into account public opinion in Russia, which was still very 
suspicious of any rapprochement between England and Russia. Any attempt there- 
fore to hurry on an agreement would probably give rise to difficulties and result in 
failure. 

I observed that when His Excellency spoke of “ public opinion” he referred not 
only to what was understood by the term in other countries, but also to the opinion 
of highly placed personages in Russia, not excluding perhaps some of His Excellency’s 
colleagues. He did not deny that this was so, and went on to say that he had been 
struck by the admirable manner in which the English Deputation which had proposed 
to visit Russia had been dissuaded from carrying out their intention. The visit 
would certainly have been inopportune, and would have caused embarrassment to the 
Government. Rroposals had indeed been made to prevent the Deputation from going 
either to Bt. Petersburg or Moscow. He had strongly opposed these proposals and 
had insisted that no coercive measures should be taken against the Deputation. He 
attributed the abandonment of the visit to the good sense of the newspaper corre- 
spondents and the British Colony and perhaps more especially to the presence of 
Sir Donald Mackenzie Wallace in St. Petersburg, who had been able to give good 
advice. His Excellency also spoke in terms of the warmest praise of Sir Arthur 
Nicolson, who on this and indeed on every occasion, had acted admirably. Although 
he had been but a comparatively short time in Russia, ho had obtained a clear insight 
into the internal situation, which it was very difficult for any foreigner to understand. 
He was indeed the right man in the right place, and his clear and sound judgment 
would be of the greatest utility in carrying on the complicated negotiations which 
Monsieur Isvolsky sincerely trusted would result in a satisfactory understanding. 

On my saying that a beginning had been made by the two Governments 
agreeing to a joint advance to Persia, Monsieur Isvolsky said that that was a step 
in the right direction. (*) He greatly regretted the incident of the Seistan Telegraph. (*> 
of which he was in complete ignorance when Sir Arthur Nicolson brought it to his 
notice. He had given orders that the status quo was to be maintained, and he had 
therefore been annoyed at hearing of the incident which had now been explained to 
be a matter of technical detail. I told Monsieur Isvolsky that my previous 
knowledge of Persia made me appreciate the difficulties of the situation. The 
Persians were very suspicious and could not understand why England and Russia 
should wish to come to terms, and feared that any arrangement between the two 
Great Powers could only be brought about at the expense of Persia. It would also 
be necessary to overcome the rivalry which was almost traditional between the agents 
of the two Governments, I knew from personal experience that it was jperfectly 
possible for the British and Russian Ministers to remain on friendly terms,’ and I 
looked back with pleasure to my friendly intercourse with Monsieur Butzow, when 
we Were colleagues at Teheran. Monsieur Isvolsky said that the appointment of 
Sir Cecil Spring Rice as British Minister at Teheran had given him the liveliest 
satisfaction. Sir Cecil was well acquainted both with Russia and Persia. He was 
on good terms with his Russian colleague. He would understand how necessary it 
was for Russia not merely to protect her enormous commercial interests in Persia, 
but also to maintain her secular traditions. There could be no doubt of the sincerity 
of Ms desire for a good understanding between England and Russia, and his 
knowledge and experience would be of great assistance in bringing it about. The 
account® of the state of the Shah’s health were most unsatisfactory, but 
Monmeur Isvolsky did not anticipate any complications on His Majesty's death 
and he bdiieved that the Yaliahd, being supported both by England and Russia, 
would succeed his fathmr peacefully. 

Monsieur Rrvokky referred to his recent visit to Paris. On his arrival there, he 

(*) [The details of this negotieMoa are given infra, pp. 87fr-89.] 

(•) [c. infra, p. Noe. 842-8, egg.] 
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had called on Monsieur Bourgeois, who had just ceased to be Minister. The fact of 
his arriving during the Ministerial crisis had, however, had the advantage of enabling 
him to have a longer conversation with the President than perhaps would otherwise 
have been the case. Monsieur Fallieres had stated that he had made it a condition 
of intrusting Monsieur Clemenceau with the formation of the Ministry that there 
should be no change in the Foreign Policy of France. No doubt apprehensions had 
been felt in certain quarters at the fact of Monsieur Clemenceau having become 
Prime Minister, but Monsieur Isvolsky was convinced that he would pursue a prudent 
and peaceful Policy with regard to Foreign Affairs and would devote himself more 
especially to internal questions. He would certainly put in force the law with regard 
to the Church, but he had announced that he intended to do so without having 
recourse to force. Monsieur Clemenceau was now at the head of a homogeneous 
Ministry, but it was doubtful how far this increased his power. The Ministers whom 
he had selected did not command many votes in the Chamber, and Monsieur Isvolsky 
had gathered that the general impression in Paris was that hie Ministry would not 
be of long duration, as the other groups in the Chamber would before long combine 
against him. 

Since he had been in Berlin, Monsieur Isvolsky had been received by the 
Emperor and had had a long conversation with Prince Biilow, with whom he was 
going to dine to-night. (') He need not tell me how extraordinarily sensitive the 
Germans were with regard to any arrangement which might be come to between any 
two countries without their having been consulted. He was therefore not surprised 
at being told, shortly after his appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs, by the 
German Ambassador in St. Petersburg, that the German Government, while hailing 
with satisfaction any arrangement between England and Eussia, which would 
contribute towards the maintenance of the Peace of the world, expected to be 
consulted with regard to any points in such an agreement which might affect German 
interests. He had replied that the understanding which might eventually be arrived 
at between England and Eussia merely aimed at removing the causes of friction 
which were due to their respective interests in the East. It certainly would hot be 
directed against any other country, and he asked what were the German interests 
to which the Ambassador had alluded. The answer had been, as he had expected, 
the Bagdad Eailway. He had expressed the opinion that the Bagdad Eailway should 
be considered as a German Undertaking and that Germany should certainly be 
consulted_ in any question connected with it. As Germany was seeking for the 
participation of English, French and Eussian Capital in this undertaking, he was 
strongly of opinion that any negotiations on the subject should be conducted by the 
four Powers conjointly and not separately. During his recent visit to Paris, he had 
again expressed this opinion, in which the French Government concurred, and he 
had repeated it in his conversation with Prince Bulow, whom, he believed, he had 
convinced that an understanding between England and Eussia would not in any way 
be directed against Germany. It would, he said, be ridiculous, to suppose that 
Eussia, considering her geographical position, and the internal condition of the 
country could deliberately seek a quarrel with Germany. 

There was one question which Monsieur Isvolsky considered should at once 
engage the attention of the great Powers, and that was the reform of fhe Judiciary 
in Macedonia. He had not yet heard whether the Sultan had agreed to the conditions 
contained in the last Note presented by the Ambassadors at Constantinople on the 
subject of the increase of the_ Customs Duties. He had, however, little doubt that 
he would do so, and that sufficient money would then be found to defray the expenses 
of the Administration. He considered it essential that the judicial reform should 
then be undertaken, and he believed that if this were done, the Civil Agents and 
the Financial Commission would be able to effect a real improvement in the condition 
of the country. He did not anticipate any immediate complications in the Balkans, 


H) [v. G.P. XXII, pp. S6-7, 4S-5.] 



such as would undoubtedly have broken out if the Powers had permitted the 
annexation of Crete by Greece. The Bulgarians would in that case certainly have 
demanded some territorial compensation and would have resorted to force, had it 
been denied them. I said that it appeared to me that this demand of the Bulgarians 
was unreasonable, as none of the other Balkan States had received compensation 
when Eastern Eoumelia was united to Bulgaria. Monsieur Isvolsky smiled and said 
that this took place so long ago that people had forgotten all about it. T asked 
whether he thought that there would be danger of complications arising in the event 
•of the death of the Sultan. He replied that he did not see any reason for alarm, 
and he thought that the Sultan’s successor would be allowed to take peaceful 
possession of the throne. He had been glad to hear that the Sultan had recovered 
his health, and that hie illness had not been so severe as had been generally supposed. 
In his opinion a more serious situation would be created if the Emperor of Austria 
were to disaitpear from the scene. As long as His Majesty lived, it was not probable 
that there would be any serious trouble in his dominions, and the demand of the 
Hungarians for separation from Austria would not probably take effect during His 
Majesty’s lifetime, which it was earnestly to be hoped might be prolonged for 
many years. (“) 

On ray observing that I had been glad to see that there had been 'some improve- 
ment in the intornal condition of B^ussia, Monsieur Isvolsky said that this certainly 
was the case, and was due to tho wise action of Monsieur Stol3rpin, who was 
admirably fitted to conduct the internal affairs at this difficult moment. He was a 
man of great strength of character and very calm. The terrible calamity which had 
befallen his family had raised him in the general estimation as, even on the night 
of the catastrophe itself, he devoted himself to his work as usual. He never 
flinched, and although he would resolutely maintain order, he was a “progressive” 
man. 

On taking leave of mo, M. Tsvolsky again expressed his great satisfaction 
that Sir Arthur Nicolson was now His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersbxtrg, and 
his sincere hope that the negotiations in which they were engaged would lead to a 
complete understanding between England and Eussia. 

T will take the opportunity of the Messenger who will leave Berlin on the 
evening of the Ist proximo for St. Petersburg and Teheran to send a copy of this 
Despatch to Sir Arthur Nicolson and Sir Cecil Spring Eioe. 

I have, Sue. 

FEANK C. LASOELTiBS. 

(®) [This (mmuraph is bIko printed in Gooch tf Temperley, Vol. V, p. 18S, No. 148.] 


No. 235. 

jS'iV Edward- Grey to Sir A. Nicolaon. 

My dear Nicolson, Foreign Office, October 31, 1906. 

I entirely agree with your private letter of the 24th (“) as to the course and 
■description of the Persian negotiations. So to-day I have sent an official telegram, 
which is founded on your letter and will enable you to set the ball rolling. 

Iswolsky knows that we must be suspicious of his visits to Germany, and I 
should like him to feel that we expect some frankness as to what passed between him 


(1) [Grey MSS., Vol. dS.] 
(*) [Not reproduced.] 
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and the Germans, and some progress with the negotiations, in order to prove to us 
that the Germane are not putting spokes in the wheel. 

You might find out too whether Iswoleky discovered the present dispositions of 
the Germans about the Bagdad Eailway, and what his own views are. I am willing 
that the line should be made as an intemational affair, but that means that Euesia 
as well as ourselves must come into it somehow. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. GEEY. 


No. 236. 

Svr A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (^) 

My dear Grey, St. Petersiurgh, November 7, 1906. 

I think that we can be satisfied that, so far as our negotiations are concerned, 
M. Iswolsky did not enter into, and was not asked to enter into, any embarrassing 
engagements in Berlin. He was, I am sure, quite frank with me as to what passed 
during his visit, and I have reported his declarations in a despatch. (^) He is evidently 
relieved at the removal of the fear which was haunting him that Germany would 
step in at a given moment and make matters uncomfortable for Eussia, and I think 
that the assurances which he has received have stimulated him to take up the 
discussions more actively than he has hitherto done. He assured me that he would 
devote “all his energies’’ to the task, and, laying his hand on his heart, he said 
that he was “ honestly and sincerely ” desirous of arriving at an understanding which 
he was convinced was the right policy for Eussia to pursue. He will, I doubt not, 
still plead for time, and point out the strong opposition which he will have to meet. 
Whence inspired I know not, but one or two of the papers here have now begun 
r to tilt against any understanding with us, and intimate that we are taking advantage 
of the temporary weakness of Eussia to extort terms from her in Persia to which it 
would be most imprudent for her to subscribe. I imagine that the views of the 
military party, and of other Ohauvins, is that Eussia has secured a preliminary footing 
in Seistan, which she hopes to render firmer as time goes on, and that she is 
thereby obtaining an admirable strategic position from which she should not recede. 
M. Iswolsky particularly hinted this to me. These opponents enquired what 
quid pro quo Eussia would, or could, obtain in Persia if she retired from Seistan: 
and I expect that if M. Iswolsky says to his critics that we propose to give Eussia a 
free hand in the north, they would reply that this she practically enjoys already. 
In short the critics assert that we are giving too little and asking too much : and 
this perplexes M. Iswolsky. 

He told me that he must have weighty arguments with which to combat his 
opponents and be able to show them that they mil obtain compensatory advantages 
for any concessions that he may make. He seemed to doubt if peace and good will 
were strong enough arguments, or whether the Eussian mind was in a mood, generally 
speaking, to be willing to make sacrifices in order to secure a good understanding with 
us. There is something in all this, and I do not at all underestimate the difficulty 
of M. Iswolsky’s task. In our negotiations with France we had something substantial 
to surrender and which she eagerly desired i.e. our position in Morocco, and she was 
willing to treat and give a good quid pro quo for it. In the present case we are 
not in a position either in Persia, Afghanistan or Thibet, to make any great 
concessions or as our hostile critics say any at all. I indicate these considerations 
to you, not that they have been put forward by M. Iswolsky, but because I tbinlr 

(I) [Grey MS8„ Vol. 8?.] 

(^) [d. infra, pp. 412-3, No. 369.] 
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that they are at the back of his miud, or, to be more accurate, because they have 
been put there by others. They may later, when they take fuller shape and form, 
lead him to sound us as to whether we would not perhaps be disposed, to satisfy his 
opponents and in order to strengthen his hands, to grant some concessions elsewhere. 
I think that we should be prepared for some proposals as to a deal over the Near East. 
M. Iswolsky has not foreshadowed this to me, even in the most indirect way, but 
I think that, when he is pushed hard by his opponents, he might ask us if we would 
support or, in any case, not oppose Bussia in obtaining some modifications of certain 

Treaty clauses which hamper and restrict her liberty of action (") 

Yours sincerely, 

A. NICOLSON. 

(®) [The of this long lettsr gives details as to Eussian public opinion on .\nglo-Russian. 
relations.] 


No. 237. 


Sir Kdward Grey lo Sir J<\ licrtiv. 

Private. (M 

My dear Bertie, Foreign Offiae, November 8, 1906. 

I ought to have given you before what I believe is the true history of 
M. Izvolsky’s movements. He never intended so far as wo know to come to London, 
but hearing that he was at Paris the King expressed a wish that he should come 
to London. We agreed however that this would not he desirable yet : it would give 
rise to rumours in excess of the truth ; negotiations were not ripe for a visit here, 
and to press him to come would give an impression that we wanted to hustle him. 

It was therefore the King’s verbal invitation and not any change in his own 
plans, which was the origin of M. Izvolsky’s explanation for not coming. I only 
mention it now because I see from your letter of the 4th that you have another 
version. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. GREY. 


(•) fClrry MKS.. Vol. 10.] 


No. 288. 

Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/80. 

(No. 849.) Confidential. Berlin, D. November 9, 1906. 

Sir, R. November 12, 1906. 

I called by appointment on Prince Biilow at 6 -80 this evening to take leave of 
him before my approaching departure for England on leave of absence. His Serene 
Hi^ess began by congratulating me on the occasion of the King’s Birthday. He 
had ventured to send a Telegram to His Majesty, for whom he entertained the warmest 
wntiments of gratitude and admiration. He earnestly hoped that His Majesty’s life 
might be a very prolonged one to the benefit not only of his own Kingdom, but of the 
world, to the Peace of which he had so largely oontributed. 

His Serene Hij^n^ referred to the recent visit of Monsieur Isvolsky to Berlin. 
He had known Monsieur Isvolsky for many years and had a high opinion of his abilities 
and straightforwardnoMi, and has conversation on this occasion had given him great 
salasfaoMon. Mfswaeor' levolsky had spoken of the arrangement with England which 
he hoped to bring about, and explained that its only object was to remove certain 
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<^aiises of friction in the East, and thus contribute to the maintenance of Peace. 
It was not directed against any other Power, and certainly not against Germany. 
I told Prince Billow that this tallied exactly with what Monsieur Isvolsky had said to 
me, and that he had added, in speaking of the Balkan Peninsula, that judiciary 
reform in Macedonia was essential to enable the Civil Agents and the Financial 
Commission to effect any real improvement in the condition of the country. 
Prince Billow said that Monsieur Isvolsky had mentioned this point to him and 
had at the same time expressed the firm intention of the Eussian Government to 
pursue a peaceful policy in the Balkans as indeed everywhere else. He had, however, 
spoken at greater length of the difficulties created for the Eussian Government by 
the internal condition of the country. It would be impossible in his opinion for 
the Government to withdraw the liberties granted by the Czar but at the same time 
it was necessary to restore order and to put an end to the assassinations and bomb- 
throwing to which the Eevolutionaries had resorted. On the one hand it was 
necessary to repress Terrorism, on the other, it was necessary to avoid going back 
to the undoubted evils of the former regime. It was no easy task, and Monsieur 
Isvolsky (? Stolypin),(^) who was admirably qualified to carry it out was being 
opposed by personages in high places who accused him of being too liberal. 
This long conversation had convinced Prince Billow that Eussia, as was only 
natural after the losses she had incurred in the war with Japan, earnestly desired to 
pursue a policy of peace and to avoid anything in the nature of adventure, His 
Serene Highness saw no reason to fear any disturbance of the Peace in any quarter. 
During the summer he had seen the Prince of Bulgaria, the Crown Prince of Greece 
and Prince Ferdinand of Eoumania. Each had complained bitterly of the injustice 
with which his own particular country had been treated and the undue favour which 
had been shown to the other two. lie repeated that he saw no cause for anxiety and 
he expressed his great pleasure that the relations between England and Germany had 
become so much better.^ He had always believed that the tension which had existed 
between the two countries had been due to misunderstandings and he referred to the 
fact that about two years ago the Emperor, against his advice, had insisted that 
Count Metternich should be summoned to Berlin to state whether England con- 
templated an attack on Germany. Count Metternich had assured the Emperor that 
there was absolutely no truth in the report and had had the courage to add that there 
were people in England who really believed that Germany intended to attack England, 

and that the German fleet had been built with that sole object (^) 

I have, &c. 

PRANK LASCELLES. 

(*) [Added by Sir E. Grey.] 

(^) [IHis rest of this long despatch refers to the internal situation in Germany.] 


No. 239. 

Sir E. Egerton to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 371/129. 

(No. 199.). Most Confidential. Rome, D. November 13, 1906. 

Sir, E. November 17, 1906. 

The Russian Ambassador told me today that he sincerely trusted that the 
negotiations between His Majesty’s Government and that of the Emperor with a view 
to an understanding on certain Asiatic questions were progressing favourably — as he 
was disturbed to learn — ^not directly from Monsieur Isvolsky himself, but by a letter 
from a sure source — that in Berlin the Russian Foreign Minister had been given 
^plainly to understand that Russia must take one side or another. Friendship with 
Germany must exclude arrangements to be made with another Power. 

■Til fact the form in which the German view was put showed a roughness of method 
hflore likely to offend than terrify. 
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Though M. Mouraview considered that the Berlin Foreign Office had been tactless 
and unwise he did not actually tell me that they had absolutely failed in intimidating 
M. levolsky, but eaid he had no official information. 

I have, &c. 

EDWIN H. EGBRTON. 


No. 240. 

Sir A. Islicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/129. 

(No. 762.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. November 15, 1906. 

Sir, R. November 26, 1906. 

The French Ambassador, M. Bompard, informed me to-day that M. Isvolsky had 
spoken to him as to the conversations which he had held in Berlin both in regard to 
the Pranco-Russian alliance, and the negotiations which were proceeding between the 
Governments of Russia and Great Britain. As regards the latter question the 
language of M. Isvolsky appeared to have been identical with that which he had held 
to me, and which I had the honour to report to you in my despatch No. 745 of the 
7th instant. (*) His Excellency did not enter into details with M. Bompard as to our 
discussions, nor did he mention the points on which we were treating, but he told the 
French Ambassador that he anticipated that they would occripy a long time, as he had 
to remove many deep-rooted prejudices and traditions which hud been inherited by so 
many sections of the Russian political and Military world. lie was himself an ardent 
advocate of an understanding with Great Britain, and he intended to tackle the 
difficulties ahead of him with perseverance and energy. He was confident that 
eventually his efforts would meet with success, but he trusted that time would be 
accorded to him as undue haste might jeopardize the possibility of an agreement. 

I told M. Bompard that I was convinced of the sincerity and goodwill of 
M. Isvolsky, and that I had found him greatly reassured by the assurances which he 
had received in Berlin that the German Government had no desire to hamper the 
negotiations. These assurances had, according to the telegraphic reports in this 
morning’s papers, been reiterated by Prince Bulow in the Reichstag, and I tnisted that 
full effect would be given to them. It seemed to me that the allusions of Prince BQlow 
to the Anglo-French entente had been a little guarded and cautious, and I asked 
M. Bompard what impression the remarks of the Chancellor had produced upon him. 

His Excellency replied that the observations of Prince Biilow confirmed a 
conjecture which he had formed some time previously. It appeared to him probable 
that the German Government had obtained from M. Isvolsky assurances that if Russia 
entered into an understanding with Great Britain she^ must act as a check on any 
tendency either on the part of Prance or of England to isolate Germany. He believed 
that there was still a suspicion in the minds of the German Government that the 
.\nglo-Prench entente might lead to the formation of a ring round Germany, and that 
the inclusion indirectly of Russia might complete the circle. _ He doubted if Germany 
would have expressed her good-will towards an Anglo-Russian understanding unless 
she had been satisfied that Russia would, in no circumstances, apee to such an under- 
standing being turned to the disadvantage of her Western neighbour. There was 
naturally no such intention, but the doubts existed, and the occasion of the visit of 
M. Isvoisiiy to Berlin had been taken to make sure that Russia would not be led astray. 

I said that M. Isvolsky had quite rightly informed the Gemp Government that 
our negotiations had solely in view the removal of causes of friction between the two 
countries, and that there was no design or intention to interfere with the interests of 

{^) fp* 41V8, Ho* 869.] 
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Germany. He had enquired what those interests were so that he might steer clear of 
them, and he had been satisfied that they were merely of a commercial nature, with 
which any agreement we might make would not clash. 

M. Bompard said he was well aware of that, but that at Berlin they had been a 
little uneasy. He added that M. Isvolsky had spontaneously assured him that the 
reports which had been current as to a projected revival of an alliance between the 
three Emperors were pure myths ; and that he had stated clearly both to the Emperor 
William and Prince Biilow that the basis of Riussian foreign policy wae the alliance 
with Prance. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 241. 

Sir C. Hardingc to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private. (^) 

My dear Nico, Foreign Office, Novomher 28, 

Many thanks for your letter. We are sending you lots of grist today which ought 
to carry you on a bit in the negotiations. 

Poklewsky asked me today what progress was being made and I told him that we 
had actually drawn up a sketch of a text for an agreement about Persia which we were 
sending you. He then said that ae the negotiations were now an open secret, public 
opinion in Russia was already beginning to demand that they should also deal with 
questions of the Near and Par East. He mentioned in particular the passage of the 
Dardanelles and that some recognition should be made of the status quo in the Par Bast 
which would have a moral effect upon the Japanese of whose proceedings they are very 
nervous. This, he added, need not clash in any way with the stipulations of our Treaty 
of Alliance. I told him that we would be very glad to consider any proposals which the 
Russian Gov[ernmen]t might submit to us but that they must emanate from them as 
it is impossible for us to know what they wanted. To this he agreed. 

You will see from a mem[orandu]m which Grey is sending you in a private letter 
how far we are able to go in the Dardanelles question, (^) but as regards any recognition 
by us of the status quo in the Par East it is very important that we do nothing which 
might impair the value of the Japanese alliance. However we have nothing to do hut 
to wait and let them formulate what they want. . . . .{®) 

Yours ever, 

CHARLES HARDINGE. 

(1) fCarnock MSS.] 

C) supra, pp. 5B~60, Ed. note.] 

P) [The letter closes with a general reference to Persian affaana.] 


No. 242. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 

P.O. 871/170. 

(No. 532.) Secret. 

.Sir, Foreign Office, November 30, 1906. 

The Russian Charge d' Affaires called here on the 28th instant and inquired what 
progress was being made with the negotiations relating to Persia. 

Mr. Poklewsky, who in my absence was received by Sir C. Hardinge, was informed 
that on our side the negotiations were being steadily pursued, and that we were even 
rcommunicating to Y[our] B[xcellency] the sketch of a possible text for an agreement 
reluMng to Persia which might satisfy the demands of both countries without laying 
itself open to the diange of being an infringement of the principle of the “ open door/' 
!and being one to which the German Government might raise objections. 
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He then inquired if the proposed agreement was to be restricted to Persia and 
<jentral Asia, and was informed, in reply, that it was only in those countries that 
Hreat Britain found herself in conflict with Eussia. 

He said that now that the negotiations were an open secret there was a 
considerable public opinion in Eussia in favour of a modification of the regulations for 
the passage of the Straits of the Dardanelles, and that the Eussian Government were 
very uneasy as to the proceedings of the Japanese in the Far East and would be very 
pleased if they could obtain from His Majesty’s Government a recognition of the 
status quo which would have a certain moral effect upon the Japanese and need not 
clash with the conditions of our Japanese alliance. 

Sir G. Hardinge replied that he felt sure that he was faithfully interpreting my 
views in saying that I should welcome any proposal which would make for peace in the 
Far East, that this and the question of the Dardanelles were not matters in which 
Great Britain and Eussia were solely interested as in Central Asian questions, and 
that since it would be impossible for us to know the wishes of the Eussian Government, 
it must bo for thorn to formulate their proposals. Tt was quite certain that these latter 
would he considered here most carefully and as favourably as possible. 

[I am, &c.] 

E[DWAED] G[EEY]. 


No. 243. 

Extract from Annual Rcjiort for Russia for the Year 1906. 

(Enclosure in Despatch from Sir A. Nicolson, No. 4 of January 2, 1907, 

E. January 7, 1907.) 

(1 .) — Foreign Relations of Russia. 

P.O. 371/818. 

When a country has but recently emerged from a disastrous war and is passing For«ign poito 
through a grave internal crisis, some time must necessarily be allowed to elai®e before 
its foreign policy can be determined. The problems with which Eussia is confronted 
are of vital importance to her future ; the mode in which they will be solved is still 
obscure, and the position which she will assume among the Great Powers is dMcult 
to predict. It would, in these circumstances, be prudent to abstain from any specula- 
tions and from any attempt to cast the horoscope of this Empire. I propose, therefore, 
to confine myself to a survey of the present relations between Eussia and those 
countries with which she chiefly comes into contact. 

2- It is desirable to commence with that country with which Eussia has contracted 
an alliance, which her Foreign Minister is stated to have recently characterized as 
forming the foundation-stone of her foreign policy. This alliance, at the time of its 
formation, was perhaps natural and necessary in view of the existing European 
■combinations and of the conditions of international relations. It has, since its 
inception, been cemented by financial interests, and has been subjected to no serious 
strain which might have weakened its stability. Whether each party has in the 
political field reaped ^eat advantages from it, is perhaps a debatable question. France 
received, I believe, little encouragement when her relations with Great Britain were 
in a critical condition, nor when subsequently the menacing attitude of Germany caused 
anxiety, and, to a certain degree, trepidation in the minds of the French people. At 
the recent Algecims Conference it is true that Eussia afforded valuable assistance, 
and this should be accounted to the credit of the allianee. 

8. Opinions, as far as I have been able to judge, vary here as to the attitude of 
France during the recettt war, and some are ready to question whether she might not 
have jdvan^ a J|l^ beyemd tihe be^volent neutraJi^ which she observed. During 
the peace »egfflti8ti(n!ie; mftteovw, it is not considered- that France was markedly in the 
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foreground or that her good ofS.ees were especially active and efficacious. Still the 
unstinted financial assistance which France has during recent times cheerfully provided 
is doubtless a bond between the two countries. But if the union be based on financial 
considerations only^ they assume the character of relations between creditor and debtor 
which, though necessarily intimate, are not always the most agreeable. 

4. Moreover, of late public opinion in France has not been very favourably disposed 
to the governing classes in Russia. Some of the most outspoken and harshest 
criticisms on what are considered to be the faults, errors, and delinquencies of the 
Russian Government were to be found in the responsible organa of the French press, 
and the tone in which these criticisms were delivered increased the annoyance and 
displeasure which the criticisms themselves occasioned. In the ranks of the several 
opposition parties these homilies were doubtless welcomed and their lessons appreciated ; 
but I did not find that French opinion, even in those circles, was so much valued as 
I should have anticipated. 

5. From what I have been able to ascertain, I should be inclined to infer that 
neither the present internal situation in France nor her external position inspires 
much respect or sympathy in many classes in this country. In those quarters in 
which, in any case up to the present, the direction of the foreign policy of Russia 
chiefly lies, the advent to office in France of a Government with an advanced Socialistic 
programme is viewed with disquietude and disfavour; while the anti-Clerical policy 
of the French Government is regarded with much disapproval. Moreover, there are 
doubts whether the material and moral force of France would at a critical moment 
render her a valuable ally. There is among many an impression that France is breaking 
away from fundamental principles which should form the base rock of every State as 
of every individual, and that she is governed by Socialistic ideas which the ruling class 
in this country considers are fatal and subversive. Moreover, there is an impression 
that both in the army and the navy of France discipline has been greatly relaxed, and 
that political party considerations have too potent an influence in both services. Those 
in authority here have had .some bitter experiences of late of the dangers and evils 
of slack discipline and political propaganda m the military forces, and they fear that 
their ally may afEord examples which may encourage disturbing elements in their own 
services. 

6. I do not know if the alliance with France is for a definite or indefinite period, 
or whether it is terminated at the wish of one of the Signatorie,?, but I feel assured 
that the Emperor will abide by its provisions, and will maintain its integrity for the 
duration of its existence. (^) But I feel equally assured that, though the letter of the 
alliance will be observed, in many influential quarters the union between Socialistic 
freethinking France and Orthodox Russia is not a sympathetic one. 

7. The relations between the Russian Court and Government and those of Germany 
are at the present time intimate and cordial. I should indeed be inclined to go further, 
and to state that German influence is to-day predominant both at the Court and in 
Government circles. The sympathy shown by the German Court and Government, 
and by a considerable portion of the German press, during the period of storm and 
stress through which this country has recently been passing has awakened, I have 
little doubt, a feeling of gratitude in the hearts of those who were fearful of impending 
political and social ruin. I am naturally not in a position to state what is the frequetK^ 
and tenour of the communications which may pass between the Courts of Berlin'and 

(1) [tj. a. F. Pribram: Secret Treaties^ Harvard University Press (1921), II, pp. 204-225; 
and the French Documents diplomatique s : L'alliance franco-^russe , Paris (1918). The military 
csonvention, which accompani^ the assurances of alliance, was approved by the Emperor 
Alexander III on December 27, 1893. Article 6 of this convention provides that it shall have 
“ la mtoe dur^e que le Triple Alliance.” This Triple Alliance was renewed in 1896 and periodically 
after that until 1914. In fact, however, article 6 of the military convention was altered in 1899, 
and ihe reference to the Triple Alliance was then eliminated. The terms of the military 
convention therefore became identical with those of the diplomatic agreement, and this apparently 
had the ©fleet of prolonging the Franco-Russian alliance sine die. For the reasons requiring 
afejlute secrecy see 9. B. Fay : Origins of the War, New York (1929), Vol, I, pp. 116-21.] 
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St. Petersburgh, but I do not think that I should greatly err were I to assume that 
advice and consolation were afforded in ample measure by the Sovereign and statesmen 
of Germany. 

8. To those who hold at present the reins of government in Pmssia, the German 
■Constitution appears as one which could in great measure be suitably adapted to the 
needs of this country, w’hile the vigorous personality of the German Emperor, the 
efficiency of the German army and navy, and the competency of the German bureau- 
cracy, all give an appearance of strength and solidity which cause a great impression. 
My own opinion is that if the Emperor and the Eussian Government were free from 
any other political ties, they would gladly form an intimate alliance with Germany, 
who represents, in their view, the stoutest bulwark of the monarchical principle 
combined with the strongest military force on the Continent. I am frequently told that 
■Germans, though feared, are not popular in Eussia. I venture to think that it is 
■exceedingly difficult to appraise national likes and dislikes, or to assert that they are 
abiding sentiments. To my mind for practical purposes they do not form a dominating 
factor in determining politicM alliances or international combinations. 

9. The interests of Germany and Eussia do not run directly counter to each other, 
with perhaps one exception, which I admit is a large one, I allude to German policy in 
regard to the Ottoman Empire, and the extension of German influence in Asia Minor 
■eastwards towards Mesopotamia and possibly Persia. But in Europe and in Poland the 
interests of the two countries are not divergent, while in the Far East they have 
common ainrs, or, to be more accurate, a common danger to resist. The “Yellow 
Peril,’’ whether Chinese or Japanese, is regarded as a menace to both, though more 
directly and immediately to Eussia. Furthermore, they have in a sense, similar 
internal difficulties with which to contend, more acute and more intense in Eussia, but 
the two Governments are animated with the same desire that these difficulties should 
be encountered, and if possible, averted, though they may employ different means in 
combating them. 

10. I should also state that the maintenance and extension of German influence 
are more directly and more skilfully managed here than 1 have observed to be the case 
in other countries. The alternate hectoring and cajolery, which are a distinctive 
feature of German diplomaciy in some C/Ountries, are not employed here. A suave, 
■conciliatory attitude and a gentle solicitude are the characteristics of German diplo- 
macy in this capital. There are few external signs that the German Embassy is more 
favoured than others, but as the intimacy of the relations is maintained chiefly by 
private correspondence or by confidential reports not only between the two Sovereigns, 
but also by the Ambassador, the military Plenipotentiary, and the Naval Attachd, 
there is no necessity for any visible acknowledgment of what, to my mind, is the 
privileged position enjoyed by Germany in high as well as in influential quarters. 
Apart from the fact that close and confidential relations exist between the two Courts 
and the two Governments, which the recent evolution of the democratic movement 
has strengthened and fostered, there is also the desire on the part of the Eussian 
Government to keep on good terms with the powerful w'estern neighbour whose military 
strength is so superior to their own. I may be travelling beyond the limits prescribed 
to me in touching upon a question affecting the international position of Germany, but 
I would remark that, notwithstanding what may have occurred at the Algeciras 
Conference and on other occasions, when in the eyes of the general public Germany 
appeared to be almost isolated, there is an impression here that the German Empire 
is the dominating factor on the European Continent, and that, whatever temporary 
cheeks the German Emperor may experience, and^ whatever difficulties he _ may 
occasionally encounter in his own dominions, no decision of any im^rtance in inter- 
national relations can be adc^ted without his imprimatur and sanction. 

11. I do 3K>t wirii to maintain that German influence is universal throughout all 
circles in Eussia. The remarks which I have ventured to make apply to the feeling 
existing at the Oomt.and ammg the Government, and in a great measure among 
military circles. These, at the present moment, are the governing factors in Eussia 

[16942] s 
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who direct the foreign policy of this Empire. Among commercial and industrial 
circles, in the press, and among many public men there may prevail a different opinion. 
There are some who consider that Germany is indirectly the cause of the late 
disastrous war, and that her occupation of Kiao-chau led to the seizure of Port Arthur 
with all its baleful consequences. There are others who view with apprehension 
Gorman competition in commercial matters, others dislike Gorman propaganda in the 
Baltic Provinces, while many others regard with disfavour German militarism, German 
bureaucratic methods, and the general cast of German administration and government. 

12. I should question if the relations between Eussia and Austria-Hungary have 
ever been so cordial and so smooth as they are at the period at which I am writing. 
The two countries are acting in unison in the Balkan Peninsula, where formerly their 
interests were divergent, and in regard to the Polish question their views and aims are 
practically identical. These relations are greatly facilitated and strengthened by the 
respect and affection which the Emperor Francis Joseph has inspired here, by the 
friendly feelings which the Emperor of Eussia has for the Austrian Heir Apparent, and 
also by the popularity which the present Minister for Foreign Affairs at Vienna 
succeeded in attaining during his twenty years’ residence in St. Petersburgh. These 
good relations naturally tend to facilitate the maintenance of the connection between 
the Eussian and German Courts to which I have already called attention. 

13. I have nothing to say in regard to the relations between Eussia and Italy; 
they are friendly and correct. But Italy does not play an important part in this 
capital, and, beyond the fact that negotiations for a new Commercial Treaty are in 
progress, there is no special feature which requires notice. 

14. The relations between Eussia and China would, I submit, be better discussed 
from Peking than from here. Prom what I have been able to ascertain, the Chinese 
Legation here participates but indirectly in the treatment of affairs between Eussia and 
the Celestial Empire, which are dealt with by the Eussian Legation at the Chinese 
capital. I have on more than one occasion endeavoured to ascertain from the Chinese 
Minister his views on the several questions which are pending between the two 
Empires, and especially in regard to the situation in Mongolia, but I have observed 
that his knowledge of what is passing on those matters is limited. The new situation 
which has been produced by the results of the late war in the Far East doubtless 
necessitates a reconsideration by the Eussian Government of their policy in those 
regions. At present schemes are being discussed in regard to railway extension, but 
sufficient time has not yet elapsed to permit of any decision being reached on these 
points. Moreover, no definite steps can be taken in regard to them until the necessary 
funds are available, and the sanction of the Duma obtained. The policy of Eussia 
may be for a time on defensive lines and be circumscribed by circumstances, and, 
although she may appreciate the fact that her action in Manchuria has been checked, 
there are other fields — ^Mongolia for instance — ^where she might display more activity, 
and endeavour to secure a position which might compensate her for the losses which 
she has sustained elsewhere. These are conjectures, and the future policy of Bfissia 
will greatly depend on the ultimate development of the situation within her own" 
dominions. 

15. I have reported on the difficulties which have arisen in regard to the 
negotiations which are at present being conducted in Bt. Petersburgh between the 
Eussian and Japanese Governments. As these are matters of immediate moment, 
which may change their character during the preparation of this Eeport, I would prefer 
to deal with them in separate despatches during the course of the various phases 
through which they may pass. I think it may be stated broadly that no revengeful 
feelings exist in Eussia against Japan. The war wae an unpopular one, and since its 
unsuccessful termination it is condemned by many and regretted by all. If Japan ia 
not exacting in her demands, and adopts a conciliatory attitude towards Eussia, I think 
tibat the great majority of the Eussian public would be contented to live on fairly 
rtiTvi c able terms with their late adversary. I doubt if there would be a great desire 
try conclusions again with so redoubtable a foe, and, as I have mentioned, Eussia. 
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will possibly turn her attention to the regions where she may not directly meet with 
her former antagonist. 

16. With respect to Persia and Central Asian affairs generally, the present Persia, 
moment is not one when they could be discussed with any advantage. The negotia- 
tions which are proceeding in respect to our future relations in Persia may, before 
their conclusion, enable a clearer insight to be obtained into the aims and views of 
Eussia in those quarters of the globe. 

17. I have left the question of the relations between Great Britain and Eussia to Great Britain, 
the last, and, although it is the one on which it might be expected that T should be 
able to write with greater confidence than on others, I confess that I find considerable 
difideulty in forming a clear and decided opinion on the subject. Generally speaking, 

I think that it would be possible to say that the feelings of mistrust and hostility which 
on occasions in the past were manifested are gradually passing away from many 
minds; but without a more prolonged residence and a wider acquaintance I should 
hesitate to affirm to what extent a better disposition has spread. It should not be 
forgotten that, apart from the traditional rivalry by which many minds in Eussia 
are swayed, other factors have of late entered into the account, and which influence 
certain sections of public opinion in various diverse ways. There are many who 
consider that Japan would never have ventured on the war unless she had felt assured 
that Great Britain would loyally observe the provisions of the Treaty of Alliance. 

Then during the war certain incidents occurred which rendered for a time relations 
difficult and strained, and since the war other incidents arose which were not 
peculiarly pleasing and gratifying to certain circles. The above facts produced some 
impression, which may not be effaced within a limited period. 

18. The real question to examine is whether the traditional rivalry and divergence 
of policy which have hitherto been conspicuous in every international question of 
special interest to the two Powers are giving place to a sincere desire to arrive at a 
fair and amicable understanding. The results of our pending negotiations will, in a 
great measure, answer this question; and it would be of interest to ascertain with 
some degree of certainty what are the views held on the above subject at the Court, 
by the Cabinet, by the military party, the press, and by the intelligent public. Owing 
to various circumstances personal contact with the Court is exceedingly rare, 
more infrequent probably than in any other country, and therefore the opportunities 
of judging of the views held there are merely indirect, and not entirely satisfactory. 

From what I have been able to gather I should say that, in principle, there was no 
objection to an understanding with Great Britain, and that if the Foreign Minister 
were in a position to submit a project, it would be accepted without demur. At the 
same time I do not anticipate that any active stimulus to the conclusion of an Agree- 
ment will emanate from the Court, or that any great eagerness will be shown to 
further the negotiations. In regard to the Cabinet, I think that I could say with 
confidence that the majority of its members are quite willing that an arrangement 
should be concluded, provided always that the interests of Eussia were safeguarded, 
and that a fair bargain was struck. Should the negotiations of the Eussian Govern- 
ment with Japan enter into an unfavourable phase, this may act with disadvantage 
on the discussions between Eussia and Great Britain, The military party, to my 
mind, are a stumbling block ; and in this party I would include all those whom I may 
term militant Eussians, the successors in a sense of the old Slavophils. These latter 
do not perhaps play so conspicuous or so vigorous a part as was the case some twenty 
years ago ; but I understand that their activity, though less noticeable, is none the less 
prosecuted and is not in abeyance. In regard to this party I should like to obtain 
some fuller information, se should they recover some of the influence they formerly 
possessed, they would make that influence felt on the .relations of Eussia not only 
with Great Britain, but tdso with Austria-Hungary and in a measure with Germany 
also. In any ease I doubt if the Military parly wofld lightly abandon their traditional 
policy or consent to an, ailment whM| checked their schemes of the future. At the 
same time I do not ocwBider that this (^posiMon is insuperable, if they are able to 
[16942] s 2 
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obtain some substantial qiiid pro quo for concessions which they may be rey^uired 
to make in some loeahties. I should be entering upon a very large question were I to 
sketch even in outline the aims of the military party in the Middle East. It is indeed 
unnecessary for me to do so as they are suihciently well known in official circles 
in London; but I should like to draw attention to the fact that an agreement with 
Great Britain would, to the military mind, practically amount to an abandonment of a 
large portion of their programme, and perhaps they do not take that wide view of 
foreign policy which would lead them to appreciate the benefits of peace and good-will. 
The miUtary party is a powerful one, and its sentiments cannot be ignored, and it is 
smarting under the misfortunes of the late war. I anticipate that it is in that 
quarter that serious obstacles to a good understanding with Great Britain will be found. 
The tone of the press, with the exception of one or two reactionary organs, who are 
always vituperative cf England has, generally speaking, been fairly favourable. But 
of late, with the exception of criticisms on the Japanese negotiations, the press has 
occupied itself but little with foreign affairs. The intelligent public — for the masses 
do not concern themselves with matters beyond their immediate horizon — ^have been 
so absorbed in the affairs of their own country, that they have had little leisure or 
inclination to occupy themselves with foreign affairs except in so far as the latter 
can be utilized for party purposes. One fact has been borne in upon me during my 
residence here and that is the absence of any patriotism in the general public. Indeed, 

I have been told, and I can well believe it, that many welcomed the disasters which 
fell upon Eussia as affording occasions for attacks upon the Government. Moreover, 
there seems to be an increasing tendency among the rising generation of intellectuals 
to discard the sense of any love for their country, as being but a narrow se lfis h 
ideal, and that for the future the great idea of humanity should alone animate their , 
minds and contain their aspirations. 

19. I am afraid that I have given but an imperfect and superficial survey of the 
foreign relations of Eussia, but I would plead as an excuse that this country is passing 
through a period of transition, that its future is uncertain, and that it is impossible 
to estimate what forces are working within her or to predict in what direction 
they may impel this vast Empire, with all its heterogeneous elements, its conflicting 
interests, and with its great inarticulate mass of many millions half civilized, wholly 
uneducated but with a hidden strength which may work for great evil or for great 
good 

(3.)— The Court. C) 

47. The Emperor . — At a Court where the autocratic power still exists the 
personality of the reigning sovereign is naturally of high importance and the character 
of the Emperor who rules over this Empire is of great interest. It is a subject on 
which I am diffident in expressing an opinion ; as to estimate fairly and honestly the 
character of any individual, in whatever station of life he may be, a close personal 
acquaintance is necessary. In the present circumstances, I must limit myself to a few 
general observations. I have not heard the slightest doubt Expressed as to the honekty, 
the high sense of duty and devotion to hie country which animate the Emperor in the 
discharge of his important functions. I do not imagine that any impartial man of 
whatever shade of politics could deny to His Majesty the possession of qualities which 
are admirable and exemplary. It would be affectation to assert that the Emperor is 
not exposed to criticism, and that he is universally regarded as a beneficent and 
capable monarch. There are many who consider that His Majesty is too much wedded 
to the autocratic power ; there are others who think that the strength of his will is not 
commensurate with the sincerity of hie intentions; and there are others who lament 
that passing and incidental influences carry too much weight when important decisions 
have tg be taken. 

(®) [Section (2) of this report deals with British claims on Eussia in connection with tho 
EusaO’-Japanese war. It is printed above pp. 6tV-4, No. 56.] 
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48. Whatever groiaids there may be for any of the above strictures, the excep- 
tionally difficult situation in which the Emperor, is placed should be taken into 
consideration. It would require remarkable prescience to discern to what degree the 
reins of government should be slackened, and exceptional powers of judgment to select 
the right course to follow among the many divers paths which are recommended. 
I can conceive no position at the present time which is exposed to such great dangers 
and which is surrounded with such serious embarrassments as that which is held by 
the Emperor of Eussia. He is the heir to a system of government of many years 
standing, and to a belief in the sacredness of hie functions and duties, and if the 
necessities of the time demand that he should abandon traditional principles and divest 
himself in great measure of an authority which has been transmitted to him, the 
motives and sentiments which govern ordinary human nature may be allowed to 
justify somewhat any hesitation or doubt which he may feel. I think that it would 
be just to exercise some leniency in judging the manner in which His Majesty bears 
the almost superhuman task which is imposed upon him, and if in the eyes of many 
he does not rise fully to the exigencies of the present situation, and does not always 
act with the required firmness and decision, nor take a bold initiative indifferent to 
the opposing currents of so many different waves of opinion, it is doubtful if many 
of his critics would, if placed in similar circumstances, be able to meet and overcome 
successfully the difficulties which beset the Throne, and at the same time be capable 
of endowing the country with the liberty, order, and tranquillity which it so urgently 
needs 


(4.) — InifortaiH Members of the Cabinet. 

61. M. Rtolypin is the President of the Council of Ministers, and at the same 
time Minister of the Interior, which latter post he held under the Ministry of 

M. Goremykine He takes an indifferent interest in foreign affairs, but I 

should class him among the Cabinet Ministers who would be favourable to a friendly 
understanding with Great Britain. 

r>2. M. Isvolsky, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, is a man of about 5f> years of 
age, but looks younger than his years, and is particularly careful in his dress and 
appearance. He has charming manners, though I think he has a quick temper, and is 
always amiable and courteous. He is ndt without vanity and ambitions; nervous, 
'somewhat timorous of responsibility, and most susceptible to criticism. He is quick 
and intelligent, and though unused to hard work, he loyally endeavours to master the 
subjects with which he has to deal. He is very liberal in his views, and is probably 
the most advanced in the Cabinet in his political opinions. He has lived for thirty 
years in various diplomatic posts — Copenhagen being the last one — and he is therefore 
considered by those of his colleagues who are hardened bureaucrats as a 'Westem 
European with very little knowledge of Eussia. Hie amiable sociable qualities render 
him very popular at the Court and in society, but I should doubt if his opinions carry 
much weight with them. His means are slender, and both he and his charming wife 
would, for many reasons, prefer a comfortable well-paid Embassy to the drudgery and 
responsibility of a Cabinet Minister, with a comparatively inadequate salary. He is a 
“dilettante” in art and literature, and of a wide and liberal education. He 
undoubtedly desires that his tenure of the portfolio of Minister for Foreign Affairs 
should be a successful one, and is much harassed and perplexed by any obstacles 
which may arise in the course of any negotiation in which he may be engaged. He is 
loyally and sincerely anxious for an understanding with Great Britain, though he would 
take no step which would be unfavourably viewed at Berlin, and the opinions, which 
may prevail at that Court have a paramount iifiportance in his eyes. 

58. M. Kokovtsoff te the Minister of Finance, and a, man of some 60 years of 

age He is, I understand, willing that ah understanding with Great Britain 

should be arrange, and feat- co-operatiem in regard to Persian affairs between Great 
Britain and Eussia should be maintained.- •. ‘ ' 
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66. General Eodiger, the Minister of War — a man of about 60 years of age — is 
considered to be an admirable man of business, and to be well versed in all office 
details. Since the separation of the General Staff from the War Office his sphere of 
action has become more restricted ; and, although his duties are multifarious, he does 
not perhaps occupy so influential a position as the Head of the General Staff. He is a 
man, I am told, of retired habits, and is almost entirely occupied by office work. He is 
not likely to be a keen advocate of an understanding with Great Britain. 

57. General Palitzin, Head of the General Staff, is not, properly speaking, a 
Cabinet Minister, but frequently attends its sittings, and always accompanies the 
Minister of War when the latter has an audience of the Emperor. He is a man of 
about 45 years of age, and was formerly Chief of the Staff to the Grand Duke Nicholas 
Nicolaieviteh when the latter was Inspector-General of Cavalry, He is in close 
intimacy with his former chief, and consequently has a good position at Court. He is 
more versatile and active than the Minister of War, and his opinions, I understand, 
carry more weight than those of General Eodiger. He would not subscribe to an 
understanding with Great Britain unless Eussia were to secure greater advantages; 
and I regard him as one of the chief obstacles to an arrangement. He would probably 
be supported by the Grand Duke Nicholas Nicolaieviteh in any representations he 
might make to the Emperor, and he is consequently an important factor to be 
considered. I do not know him as yet personally. ..... 

(6.) — Memorandum on the Military Policy and Armament of Russia, 1906. (’) 

70. During the war with Japan, from its commencement to the end of November 
1905, about 20,000 officers, 1,270,000 men, and 1,600 guns were transported to the 
seat of war. 

71. At the time of the signing of the Portsmouth Convention in September 1905, 
there were at the theatre of war about 1,050,000 men, of which 12,000 officers and 

987.000 men belonged to the field army ; about 40 per cent, of the total numbers were 
reservists. Besides the above, there were 1,048 officers and 57,820 men of the army 
prisoners in Japan; these were transported to Eussian territory by February 1906. 
The numbers that had to be transported Back to Eussia amounted to about 

900.000 officers and men. 

72. The demobilization was carried out in the following way : By the middle of 
December 1905 the cadres, amounting to COO officers and 10,000 men, which were 
necessary for the instruction of the incoming batch of recruits, were transported to 
their respective quarters in Eussia. 

73. Then followed the 13th Corps, which was on its way out when the Portsmouth 
Treaty was signed. It was, however, detained on route to suppress disorders. Then 
followed the Siberian reserve troops, who demobilized in Siberia and then formed a 
railway guard with their peace establishment. 

74. After that came the reservists of the various army corpe, who were sent baek 
en Hoc by General Linevitoh, instead of going with their units. The result , oi this 
error was l^t the reservists got completely out of hand, came under the influence of 
the revolutionists, and for nearly six weeks interrupted the traffic and took charge of 
the railway. Order was not restored until troops had been sent from both ends of the 
line in January to quell the mutineers. Various repairs were then necessary, and the 
line was not in working order until March. By the end of July the European corps 
had been brought baek mostly by rail, 100,090 men retxuming by sea. 

75. These troops have returned to their former stations in Eussia, leaving behind 
in Siberia and Manchuria a garrison of 170 battalions of infantry, 46 squadrons, 
72 batteries, and teclmical troops. Of theee, 2 infantry divisions (32 battalions) and 
3 Cossack cavalry regiments are still at Kharbin. (The horses— -over 270,000 — most of 
which were brought from Eussia, were either sold or given away to Cossack Voiskos, 

’ memoraniduia Naval Policy of OEtusaia Ss omitted as very little had been done 

to rebnild the Ileet after the eatastrophe of the war.] 
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but there still remains in Siberia a large quantity of arms, ammunition, stores, and 
transport carts. 

76. The fact that there has been no radical change in the distribution of troops in 
Russia shows that her military policy, by which one-half of the total active army is 
massed on or near the western frontier remains unaltered, while the comparatively 
small garrison retained in Siberia gives evidence of no aggressive intentions with regard 
to Japan. 

77. The situation in Central Asia remains unaltered. The discipline amongst the 
troops still appears to be far from satisfactory. The country has suffered lately from 
a frequent change of Eulers. In the autumn of last year the Governor-General of 
Turkestan, General Teviashev, died. He was a weak Governor, and left the country 
in a very bad state. The energetic rule of his assistant and temporary successor, 
General Sakharov, greatly improved matters. Then came General Subbotich, and his 
rule has been disastrous; he was recalled during the autumn, and has now been 
dismissed from the army. The Governor of Trans-Caspia, General Ussakovsky, wae 
recalled last year in disgrace for sympathizing with the revolutionists, and was 
succeeded by General Kossagovsky, of whom great things were expected. But he 
apparently quarrelled with the Governor-General, resigned his post and left the army. 
General Matsievsky, Commander of the 1st Turkestan Army Corps, is now Acting 
Governor, no successor to General Subbotich having yet been anointed. 

78. As regards the Caucasus, one European infantry division that was sent from 
Kiev last year to quell disturbances in the Caucasus still remains in the country, and 
is distributed about Poti, Kntais, and Batoum, a proof that affairs in that region are 
not yet normal. 

79. Plans for the construction of railways are important evidence as to future 
military policy. In this respect the most urgent need of the moment, consequent on 
the loss of Manchuria, is a line from Stretensk to Khabarovsk, north of the Amur 
Eiver. Next to that in importance comes the doubling of the existing track of the 
Siberian Railway. Both these measures have been approved in principle. Surveys 
will commence as soon ns possible on the former scheme and as regards the latter, it 
was decided last July in the Council of Ministers to commence with a double line from 
Atchinsk to Lake Baikal, and from thence to Manchuria, the frontier station of the 
Manchurian Railway. 

80. In Central Asia there are projects for a railway from Tashkend to Tomsk, and 
from Uralsk to Semipalatinsk, but the Russian Government wishes to make use of 
foreign capital to construct them, so they are not considered eo urgent as the former 
Siberian schemes. They are, however, also of strategical significance, as the 
Tashkend-Tomsk line would draw closer the Central Asian and Far Eastern theatres of 
war, while the Uralsk-Semipalatinsk-Tomsk line gives another route from Russia to 
Siberia along the portion where it is not yet proposed to double-track the Siberian 
Railway. With regard to the projected line from Samarkand to Termez, threatening 
Kabul, it is rumoured that the Russian Government has postponed its construction. 

81. Concerning armaments, Russia is still far from having completed the 
rearmament of the Field Artillery with the 1902 pattern of 8-ineh field guns. The w^ 
with Japan and the industrial strikes in Russia have greatly retarded progress. It is 
believed that in September last, six army corps in Russia were still armed with the old 
1878 gun. The Guard Corps and some of the schools have received the 1902 gun, but 
the remaining army corps and line Rifle Brigades have 1900 pattern, rnany of which 
ate worn ont. There are twenty-six batteries of mountain artiller;;^ furnished with the 
new gun. As to siege guns, since the war with Japan, the Russian authorities have 
come to the conclusion that all their siege artillery must be replaced. Nothing has yet 
been acoompB^ed in this direction beyond laying down details of the guns required, 
and inviting samples from the principal foreign firms for competition. 

82 . ‘ One r^nlt of &© war ha® been a very great extension in the use of machine- 

guns of the Mteim type. At the commencement of the war there were only eight 
companies of seaeh, now they number 118 companies draught and pack. 
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83. Land fortresses are armed with 8-inch guns ana mortars, and 2’24-inch 
Q.-F. guns. For coast defence there are H-inch and 9-inch mortars, 11-inch, 10-inch, 
9-inch, 6-inch Q.-F., and 2’24 Q.-F. guns. 

84. The annual contingent of the troops for 1906 has been fixed at 469,618 men. 
The number for 1903 before the war was 320,732. Daring the war the figures naturally 
rose — in 1904 to 447,000, and in 1905 to 475.000. The reason for the present large 
number is the recent alteration in the terms of military service under which Infantry 
and Field Artillery will serve for three years instead of four, and the other branches 
four years instead of five. This measure has been generally popular, and the 
Government has experienced no difficulty in collecting recruits. 

85. The army has, undoubtedly, benefited in many ways from the experiences, 
gained from the war, and also from the attacks of the revolutionists. The artillery, 
although at present lacking in field guns, and, doubtless, also in stores of 
ammunition, possesses an excellent type of modern Q.-F. field gun. There are 
twenty-six mountain batteries, also of a new type of gun the details of which are 
not known, whereas, before the war there W'ere only two mountain batteries of an 
old type. There are about 118 machine-gun companies as against eight companies 
before the war. The infantry has improved in the matter of tactical training, 
uniform, and equipment, and is devoting greater attention to rifle, shooting. A 
better system of mobilization has been instituted by dividing the reservists into two 
classes according to age, 

86. In order to counteract the efforts of the revolutionists to sow discontent and 
mutiny among the rank and file, the pay of the soldier was largely increased at the 
end of last year, and he was given extra permanent issues of bedding, clothing, and' 
rations. 

87. The war clearly showed up the weak spots in the organization of the huge 

fabric of the Eussian army, namely, the deficiency both in quantity and quality of 
the reserve of offcers and of good, intelligent, and mature, non-commissioned 
officers. Efforts are being made towards improvement in both these direcfions, 
though progress must, of necessity, be very difficult and a matter of years 


(9.) — Finance. 

181. The year 1906 has been one of financial embarrassment, as a result of the 
late. war. When the Budget was issued (January 1906) it was estimated that a loan 
of ^50,000, 000 would be required to cover the expenditure of the year, including the 
final disbursements connected with the war. It was recognized that this estimate 
must be increased by — 

(a.) A deficit of £16,500,000, shown by the accounts for 1905. 

(b.) £14,000,000, expenditure incurred in 1906, and not provided by the 1906. 
Budget, of which £8,000,000 were additional funds required for famine 
relief, and £6,000,000 were for objects connected with the internal 
disturbances, such as compensation to land owners and manufacturers ^ 
extraordinary police measures, &c.. , 

(c.) £15,000,000, the amount of short-term Treasury Bonds negotiated in 
Germany in 1905, and repayable in 1906. 

The deficiency to be faced during the year was thus brought to a total of 
£95,500,000 =£50,000,000 £16,500,000 £14,000,000 + £15,000,000. 

132. It has been met in part as follows : — 

The “International” 5 per Cent. Loan of 1906, of a nominal amount of 
£88,000,000, yielded £70,200,000, and a fresh issue of 4 per Cent. Eentes of a 
nominal amount of £5,000,000, yielded £3,500,000. Credits allowed in the 1906 
Budget for the war and other departments were reduced by £2,000,000. Finally, 
the Government receipts for the first eight months of the year exceeded the estimates 
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by £12,600,000. The deficiency is thus reduced to £95,500,000 -£88,300,000 = 
£7,200,000. If we suppose the receipts for the last four months of the year tu 
exceed the estimates in the same proportion as the receipts for the months January 
— August, the deficiency will further be reduced to about £3,000,000. 

133. The German short-term loan, which was partially renewed when it first 
fell due in the summer will, it is announced, have been entirely paid off by the close 
of the year (Eussian style). So also the French short-term loan of £10,000,000, 
and other short-term loans to which no reference has been made in the above 
statement of liabilities to be met in 1906, because they were contracted and 
repayable in the course of the year. 

134. Thus the Imperial Treasury will have succeeded in tiding over the year 
with a comparatively inconsiderable deficit, and without resorting to a second foreign 
loan, as it had been freely predicted that they must. The net amount obtained by 
loan, exclusive of short-term loans contracted and paid off during the year, was 
£78,700,000; but the expenditure of the year included such exceptional items as 
over £50,000,000 in connection with the war, the repayment of £15,000,000' 
borrowed the previmxs year in Germany, a deficit of nearly £17,000,000 inherited 
from 1905, £13.000,000 spent on famine relief, including £5,000,000 assigned for 
the purpose in the Budget, and £8,000,000 subsequently provided, &c. ; the 
exceptional expenses were thus largely in excess of the net amount borrowed. It 
could not, however, be inferred that Eussia will be able to pay her way next year 
without a loan ; for extraordinary expenses will be required if she proceeds to rebuild 
her fleet, re-equip her army, or realize the various reforms introduced or in 
contemplation. It is also certain that a large sum will be required again next year 
for famine relief, and probably there will still be the necessity for extraordinary 
police measures entailing increased expenditure by the Ministry of the Interior. 
Until the Budget for 1907 is iesued it will not be known how far the Government 
rely on economies and fresh taxation to enable them to cope with these unusual 
demands on the Treasury. As regards the country’s present borrowing capacity, it 
may be noted that the present interest on the public debt, including a small amount 
assigned for amortization, has now reached approximately £40,000,000, or roughly 
one-fourth of the total ordinary revenue — ^if in estimating the revenue we do not 
take the gross yield of the two great State industrial enterprises, the spirit monopoly 
and the railways, but of the net yield after making the necessary deductions for 
working expenses. 

185. The monetary situation has greatly improved since the close of last year, 
when it had become critical. On the 2lBt December, 1906, the State Bank possessed, 
according to the ofidcial returns, at home and abroad, gold to the value of 
£124,400,000 as against £104,700,000 on the same date in 1906; and the value of 
the bank notes in circulation was £126,200,000 as against £186,900, OOC^ twelve 
months previously. 

136. Thus the stock of gold has increased by £19,700,000, and the note 
circulation has diminished by £10,700,000, and the danger which at one time 
appeared to threaten the stability of the gold currency has for the present been 
dispelled. 


No. 244. 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (*) 

My dear Grey, St. Petershurgh, January 2, 1907. 

I trust that the Neva climate is not commencing to exercise an effect upon me, 
but I confess to some misgivings as to our negotiations. In the first place, I was 

(1) MSS., Vol. 88.] 
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not quite satisfied with M. Iswolsky’s attitude during our conversation in regard 
to the Chumbi valley occupation; and though I still feel confident that he is at heart 
sincere, I am afraid that he is beginning to feel the influence of the military party. 
His Pro memoria, to my mind, was perfectly clear in so far as it simply requested 
a formal reassertion in the future Convention of the provisional character of our 
occupation. He is now desirous that we should admit that the provisions of the 
Convention should be revised, if our occupation were, for some reason or another, 
prolonged. From his point of view, I do not take much exception to this proposal : 
but what I did not like was a hint which he threw out that possibly we might 
indirectly instigate incidents in order to justify a prolonged occupation. This 
insinuation emanated, I feel pretty sure, from the General Staff, as it is not worthy 
of M. Iswolsky himself. Again, he spoke throughout our conversation, as if our 
interests in Thibet were no more than those of Eussia. I must go into this question 
fully with him, and make our views very clear to- him, and I shall be glad when T 
am in a position to hand him our revised Article II, as it will give me an opportunity 
of discussing the whole question of our relations with Thibet. 

In the second place, I am a little disturbed at his eagerness to withdraw our 
joint offer of an advance to the Persian Gov[ernmen]t. The withdrawal may be 
desirable on account of local considerations; but it was only quite recently that 
M. Iswolsky was ready to make the advance independently of the wishes of the 
Persian Assembly; and he has now suddenly developed an anxious solicitude for 
the opinions of that Assembly. This in itself does not disquiet me, as fuller 
information from Tehran as to the strength of the popular movement may very 
properly cause him to change his opinion. But the method which he has adopted 
of communicating in writing the draft of a note and requesting an immediate reply 
is not in accordance with his usual mode of procedure. 

Until recently he has always been emphatic on the virtues of our joint action 
in the question of the advance, as being of such admirable augury for a general 
arrangement, and as being a course which we should steadily maintain and develop. 
He is now ready to abandon it, and at a moment when Spring-Eiee reports that, 
he notices at Tehran a weaker desire for joint action than formerly. When I receive 
your instructions, and communicate them to him I shall be able to see more clearly 
into the workings of hie mind on the subject; but I have some fears that if we 
unlink our arms on this question, we may find difficulty in hooking him on again. 
I shall not, of course, give him the slightest indication that I have any doubts or 
misgivings; but I must tell you that I have. 

It seems to me that he is possibly affected by an impression which is gaining 
ground in St. Petersburg — wrongly I venture to think — ^tbat the Government have 
surmounted all their internal difficulties, and are able to take a higher line in our 
discusBiJ)ns. Again the Japanese negotiations in which Eussia must perforce play 
a secondary part may incline him to be a little stiffer and less disposed to 
concessions in other matters : and he may be disappointed that we declined to 
intervene with Japan, and, if I may say so, we were quite right in refusing. 
Moreover the General Staff may have been somewhat peremptory with him, and 
pointed out that he should keep his hands perfectly free. I trust that subsequent 
conversations with him will remove my doubts; and I quite admit that it was not 
to be expected that our negotiations would run perfectly smoothly. 

I do not believe in an understanding with Germany — made behind our backs. 
On the ground of prudence alone, M. Iswolsky would not be so foolish as to enter 
into any compact of that nature. We should inevitably discover it, sooner or later, 
and he would be quite unable to justify himself. It may be possible that some 
recent action of Germany may cause him to be less assured of her benevolent 
inilifference to our negotiations than he was formerly; and that he may feel it 
wiser to proceed with caution; but the fear of offending Germany whueh does 
on^dse much influence on all hie actions would hardly be so effective as to lead him 
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to give her a wide opening in Persia. He would but poorly serve the interests of 
his own countrymen were he to do so: unless he were negotiating a big bargain 
with her over a wider field where he could obtain some substantial quid pro quo. 

Yfoulrs sincerely, 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 245. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Str Edward Grey. 

P.O. 371/319. 

(No. 28.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. January 13, 1907. 

Sir, B. January 21, 1907. 

The French Ambassador, M. Eompard, who has just returned from a short 
holiday from Paris, told me today that he had been surprised to hear at the Quai 
d’Orsay that the Eussian Ambassador at Borne had informed M. Barrfere that 
M. Isvolsky had returned from his visit to Berlin in the autumn much discouraged, 
as he had been given to understand that Eussia must choose between Germany and 
Great Britain, and that she must not expect to be able to come to an understanding 
with the latter Power and retain at the same time the friendship of the former. 

M. Bompard had told his Government that the above version of the results 
of M. Isvolsky’s visit was absolutely in contradiction with what he had gathered in 
St. Petersburg, and that, on the contrary, M. Isvolsky had not been able to conceal 
his satisfaction at the benevolent views expressed by the German Government in 
regard to an understanding between Groat Britain and Eirssia. He asked me whether 
I had any reason to differ from that view. I told M. Bompard that it passed my 
comprehension to understand from what source M. Muraviefl had derived his 
information, as there was no doubt whatever that M. Isvolsky was entirely satisfied 
with the results of his Berlin visit, and that the views of the German Go/ernment 
in regard to an Anglo- Eussian understanding had been on two occasions communicated 
to me by M. von Schoen here, and also openly stated by Prince Billow in the Eeichstag. 
There was no ambiguity or misunderstanding possible; and M. Isvolsky was quite 
justified in stating to me, as he had done, that he could now piweed with a light 
heart in our negotiations, as he anticipated no difidculties or objections on the part of 
the German Government. 

M. Bompard said that he believed that M. Muravieff had repeated the same story 
to Sir E. Egerton; and I find that this w-as the ease (see Sir E. Egerton’s No. 199 

of November 8, 1906).(‘) , , , . . .. . u- 

I said that though I did not believe that M. Isvolsky had m any way tied hie 
hands in Berlin, I felt sure that he always kept an eye fixed on that quarter, and was 
attentive to any sign which might be given him from the banks of the Spree. 
M. Bompard said that this regard for German susceptibilities might be inconvement 
both to Prance and Great Britain. I replied that such might be the case, but it was 

a fact with which we must reckon. , 

M. Bompard said that he had told M. Paul Gambon that, in hm opimon, some 
little more stimulus should be given to our negotiations, as unless the Eussians were 
sparred on they were inclined to be very lethargic. He did not wish to be in<hsOTeet 
or ask for details but he fearod our negotiations were unduly dragging. I told hun 
that progress was certainly not rapid, but that some had been made, and we had 
viewB on some questions in a juractical form. I hoped that mattes would 
soon move a little more quickly, but it was of no use to try to hasten the Eussians, 

[Not reproduced. It describes the above account given by M. Muraviev of M. IsvolsM’a 
vijSt to Berlin, The date is, in fact, November 18, 1906.] 
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and M. Isvolsky was constantly pleading for time to overcome opposition. Moreover, 
my Government had several different and widely separated authorities to consult : 
and all this caused some unavoidable delay. 

I have. tte. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 246. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/382. 

(No. 41.) Most Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. January 19, 1907. 

Sir, E. February 4, 1907. 

The Japanese Minister called on me yesterday afternoon, and, in the course of 
conversation, enquired of me whether my negotiations with M. Isvolsky were making 
any marked progress. I gave M. Motono in confidence a general outline of the 
position of affairs, and 1 added that, although it was possible that an agreement on 
the main points might eventually bo reached, I feared that M. Isvolsky might hesitate 
to give the final touch to the Convention if he had not, in the meantime, succeeded 
in satisfactorily concluding his discussions with the Japanese Government. 

M. Motono observed that he did not understand why the Eussian negotiations 
with Great Britain should be in any way affected by those passing between Eussia and 
Japan. I told him that I was similarly perplexed, but so far as I could gather, the 
views of M. Isvolsky were as follows. He was, I understood, apprehensive that the 
Japanese Government would insist on certain demands to which Eussia would have 
eventually to submit, and that consequently he would have to present to the public a 
Commercial Treaty and a Fisheries Convention which would not be considered 
satisfactory. At the same time he would have signed an Agreement with Great 
Britain, the Ally of Japan, which would in the eyes of many place a distinct check 
on Eussian policy in the Middle East; and, therefore, criticism would be severe on a 
policy which turned to the disadvantage of Eussia both in the Far Bast and in Central 
Asia. It was not, I said, difidcult to combat these fears and apprehensions, but I 
wished to place before him what I thought was at the back of the mind of M. Isvolsky. 

M. Motono remarked that it seemed to him that M. Isvolsky was unnecessarily 
alarmed, and was conjuring up difliculties and dangers which did not in reality exist. 
So far as the Japanese negotiations were concerned, he repeated to me what he had 
said on former occasions to the effect that Japan was presenting no demands on which 
an understanding could not be effected, and that he was unable to comprehend why 
an agitation in the public press had been fomented. M. Motono entered into consider- 
able detail on this point with the object of explaining to me that the Japanese Govern- 
ment were simply requesting the due fulfilment of the provisions of the Treaty of 
Portsmouth ....(*) 

M. Motono said that he was very grateful to me for having spoken to him so fully, 
and that I could trust him to consider what I had said as strictly personal and 
confidential. He could assure me that his Government desired nothing better than to 
be on amicable relations with Eussia and to see peace maintained in the Far East. 
Without betraying the confidence I had placed in him he would take an opportunity 
of leading M. Isvolsky op to, the ground which I had indicated; and if he made any 
proposals of the nature which I had sketched he would be happy to communicate them 

(') [The omitted passages give details on this subject.] 
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to his Government. It would, he thought, be an admirable consummation if Great 
Britain and Japan could establish such relations with Euasia as would make for peace 
in Central Asia as well as in the Middle and the Bar East. 


MINUTE. 


I have, &e. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Sir A. Nicol.son ^\as on delicate ground but he walked carefully. 


E. G. 


No. 247. 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edivard Grey. 

E.O. 371/382. 

(No. 42.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. January 19, 1907. 

Sir, E. February 4, 1907. 

During the course of my conversation with the Japanese Minister yesterday, he 
asked me if I thought that M. Isvolsky kept the German Ambassador fully informed 
of the negotiations which were passing between Eussia and Great Britain and Japan. 
I replied that, as far as my discussions were concerned, I doubted if M. Isvolsky 
acquainted M. von Schoen with any details ; in fact he had assured me that he had 
communicated them to no one. The relations between M. Isvolsky and M. von 
Schoen were intimate and of some standing and it was possible that when he was in 
difficulties he might confide in an old friend. I asked M. Motono if his question 
implied that he had doubts as to Germany viewing with satisfaction friendly 
arrangements between Eussia and our own countries. 

M. Motono said that the German Government wore at present profuse in 
amiabilities towards Japan, but it was perfectly clear to him that it would not be in 
the interests of the German policy to see Eussia, Japan and Great Britain come to 
arrangements which would preclude all danger of friction between them, and he 
doubted if Germany would willingly witness a friendly understanding between the 
three countries. He believed that M. Isvolsky was much under the influence of Berlin, 
and he feared that trouble might arise from that quarter. 

I told M. Motono that I was well aware that M. Isvolsky was very solicitous in 
his care for German susceptibilities, but that in regard to an understanding between 
Eussia and Great Britain, the German Government had announced that they regarded 
it with benevolence. At the same time I did not deny that a similar charitable 
disposition had been shown by the German Government in the early days of the 
Anglo-French agreement, and that subsequently a change of attitude had ensued. 

I have, &o. 

A. NIC0L80N. 


No. 248. 

Sir A. NicoUon to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 871/821. 

(No. 50.) St. Petershurgh, D. January 26, 1907. 

Sir, E. February 4, 1907. 

Is'TOlsky recurred today to a suggestion which he had previously made to 
ine that he, Clount Benckendorff and myself should have some conversations in regard 
to the several questions on which we were treating. I had told His Excellency that I 
should always be at his disposal and that I considered that it would be of advantage, 
if we could discuss matters in the presence of Count Benckendorff. I think that the 
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latter, who is cordially in favour of an agreement being reached, may stimulate 
M. Isvolsky to push on matters a little and may also be of use in moderating in military 
and other circles any opposition which may exist. 

M. Isvolsky then said that a small Commission was about to meet to discusss 
several of' the points connected with our negotiations, and that Count Benekendorf^ 
would attend the sittings. He, therefore, would suggest that our conversations ^ troia 
should be postponed until the Commission had concluded its labours, as he would then 
be in a better position to discuss matters. 

I am glad that a Commission is to examine the questions under discussion, as it 
shows that M. Isvolsky is now resolved to take up the subject of the negotiations 
seriously and without procrastination. Moreover, as presumably some delegates from 
the General Staff will be on the Commission, it will be possible to ascertain with some 
precision the views of the military party. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[ED. following appears to be the decisions of an early meeting of the Committee 

hers alluded to : — 

(548) Protocol of Deliherdtions of the Russian Ministerial Council of February 1, 1007, on the 
Project of a Treaty with England on Persian affair8.{^) 

At the opening of the meeting, the Minister of Foreign Affairs reminded the Council that 
the question of an understanding with England as to Persian affairs had already been ventilated, 
although solely d propos of a loan to be granted to the Persian Government. 

This time it was a matter of coming to a decision as to the proposal of the British Government 
to divide Persia into spheres of influence. Until quite recently, this idea had met with no 
approval from Russian public opinion, and in Government circles the conviction even prevailed 
that Persia must come entirely under Russian influence, and that Russia must press onward to 
the Persian Gulf, which would necessitate the building of a trans-Persian railway and a fortified 
terminal station on the shores of the above-mentioned Gulf, The events of the past few years, 
however, have shown this plan to be impossible of realization and that everything must he 
avoided that might lead to a conflict with England, The best means for achieving this purpose 
is the demarcation of the spheres of influence in Persia, 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs expressed himself as being a convinced adherent of this 
standpoint, and desired to learn tho opinion of the Ministers present aa to the expediency of 
such a policy, before the meeting entered upon the discussion of the proposals made by England. 

The Ministerial Council accepted the principle of spheres of inffuenoe as the only basis 
possible for an agreement with England, whereupon the Minister of Foreign Affairs pointed 
out the close connection existing between this question and the Bagdad Eailway. Only a treaty 
with England could lead to the expected results,, if no objections were raised against the Treaty 
on the part of Germany. As everiis in Morocco have shown, Germany distrusts all agreements 
concluded without her knowledge and which might in any manner affect her position as a world 
Power. There is all the more reason for such anxiety on our part, since Germany has already 
turned her attention to Persia and apparently intends creating important interests for herself 
there. This la furthermore confirmed by the fact that the possibility of a Treaty between 
Russia and England has aroused lively perturbation in Germany. This however has been disposed 
of by the statements of the Russian Government at Berlin. We gave them to understand that 
Russia would take upon herself no obligations without having previously come to <m under- 
standing with Germany, should the proposed agreement affect German interests in my way. 
But to be completely secure, it would be necessary to come to a definite understanding with our 
Western neighbour and to circumscribe, to a certain degree, our mutual interests. Such a basis 
of negotiations is presented by the Bagdad Railway which Russia has hitherto attempted to 
prevent by all possible means, relying on the support of France and England, The Ministerial 
Council must now decide whether it be to Russia’s advantage to renounce such a policy. 

The Minister of Finance pointed out that the rumours of Germany’s extensive economic 
designs on Persia were 'greatly exaggerated. According to his information, the German banks, 
which especially finance German enterprises in Asia, are so extremely occupied that they are 
hardly able to take part in new undertakings in Persia, all the more so as the continuous 
disturbances in Iran hardly create sound conditions for trade and commerce. True, several 
leading German hanks have formed a new institution, “ Die Orientalische Bank,"' and intend 
opening a branch at but, so far as is known, the activity of this institution in Persia 

pp. 475*80. Unless otherwise stated note, punctuation, italics, kc,, are as in 
driginM. j ’ ’ ' ’ . ■ - ' ' * ; 
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IS to be mme of an informative nature, to determine which Persian markets might in the future 
be of use to Germany. Nevertheless, the fact of German interests in Persia cannot be denied 
ZoidedVdosirtbk Germany, referred to by the Minister of Foreign AHairs, is therefore 


Referring to ike Bagdad Railway, Kokowtzeff[ reiterated that all his former objections to 
this railioai/ still held good. Although it is an important line of transit between Western Europe 
and India, and would partly replace Ocean Traffic, yet it avoids our territory and consequently 
does not permit us to participate in the advantages of this transit. The Bagdad Eailway will 
also undoubtedly increase the productiveness of the territories of Asia Minor and Mesopotamia 
which it passes, and thus create new competition for the Russian wheat export trade. 
Especial danger for our predominance in Northern Persia is embodied in the branch lines leading 
towards the Persian frontier, which will make access to our economic sphere of influence possible 
for German and English industrial products. 

\Vc cannot, hoxoevar^ disguise the fact that we do not possess the power to prevent the 
construction of^ the Bagdad Bailway or to defer it for any length of time. The only means at our 
^sposal our influence on France are not reliable and we would hardly succeed in restraining 
French capital from participation in this enterprise. 

The idea of entering into competition with the Bagdad Railway, by the building of a new 
line connecting the Russian railways with India by way of Afghanistan, will also have to be 
given up. England would doubtless regard such a line as far more dangerous than the Bagdad 
riailway. We shall therefore have to reconcile ourselves to the idea of the Bagdad Railway and 
endeavour ta ohfnin rnmpensations from Germany. In any case, the Minister does not regard 
Russia s participatiun in the Bagdad Railway as desirable . Our financial position does not permit 
us to fake an actioe part; a fictitious participation, moreover, through a private hanking concern 
or a French group of capiiaUsis, affords ua no advantages. The Russian Ambassador at London 
fJiereupon reniarlted,^ that since England had hitherto always calculated on Russian participation 
in the internationalising of the Bagdad Railvray, our withdraioal might give quite a different 
aspect to the whole question. 

The Minister of "^rrade believes that Russian obstruction in the Bagdad Railway question 
would only be of use could the construction of the line be postponed for several decades. 
As this is impossible, it would be desirable to secure as advantageous compensations as possible 
in return for our acquif'scence. 


The Bagdad Raihvay is so injurious to Russian interests that we can scarcely hope to receive 
compensations of real importance to us. Hence loe must content ourselves with paralyzing as 
far as possible its harm. In this respect we must differentiate hetmoen the main and the branch 
lines approaching the Persian frontier. For Russian interests, the main line signifies the 
oonceniration of the transit sennee from Europe to the Persian Gulf. Since 1808, whm the 
Caucasus was closed, this transit service has not passed through Russia, so that our losses now 
would only be indirect. The branch lines mentioned above, however, especidXkg those touching 
Persian territory, signify a direct menace to us, asi they would open the North Persim markets, 
which we have hitherto controlled, to foreign goods. Hence the following provision in favour of 
Russia should be ostablished at the pending negotiations with England and Germany : 


1. Germany guarantees that no branch lines be built in the direction of the Persian frontier, 

as, for instance, Khanekin. 

2. England and Germany must support us as to the renewal of the obligation of the Persian 

Government, valid until the year 1910, and providing that Persia would build no 
railways in iixe NorthJ or that such should be built only with our sanction, consequently 
also with due regard to our interests* 

8. The Treaty of 1900 with Turkey relating to railways in Asia Minor must be extended in 
our favour. 


The representatives of the War Ministry and the General Staff, unanimously confirm the 
impossibility of reconciling the Bagdad Railway with Russian strategic interests; the advantages 
which would accrue to Turkey through this railway could only be equalised by a corresponding 
development of our Caucasian railway system, and corresponding reinforcement of our troops 
in the frontier districts. We can obtsdn no compensations of a military nature from other Stat<*s, 
Nevertheles®, they§ are of opinion that under certain conditions we could give our consent to the 
Bagdad Railway. P)] 


f President of Ministerial Oouncil^ — virtually Russian prime minister, 
t An unusual condition in this age of railroads. 

§ The militaw. 

(*) [Buheft^Benchendorff, Yol I, pp. 1-9, prints the whole protocol, of which pp. 6-9 did 
not appear in the earlier edition. They describe discussion of l^e British proposals.] 
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No. 249. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

J-'.O. 371/321. 

tNo. 53.) St. Petershurgh, D. January 27, 1907. 

Sir, E. February 4, 1907. 

I enquired of Count Benckendorff last evening whether at his last audience he 
had found the Emperor well disposed towards the conclusion of an understanding 
between our two countries ; and he replied that there was no doubt that His Majesty 
was sincerely desirous that an arrangement should be reached. Count Benckendorff 
added that from conversations which he had held with various persons he found 
that there existed an impression that Great Britain had originated the negotiations 
Immediately after the war, and that there was a feeling that she had, thereby, evinced 
a desire to take advantage of the difficulties of Eussia to exact terms of an onerous 
character. His Excellency said that he had taken pains to explain that pourparlers 
for an arrangement had commenced long before the outbreak of the war, and that 
they had naturally to be suspended during the period of hostilities, to be resumed as 
soon as peace had been concluded. He did not consider that the opposition of the 
military party would be so strenuous as was feared, and from a conversation which he 
had had with an important member of the General Staff he trusted that it would not be 
difficult to remove many misapprehensions. 

Count Benckendorff said that it was evident to him that the General Staff had 
never been informed of the previous discussions and had been under the impression 
that Great Britain had suddenly sprung the negotiations on the Eussian Government 
when the latter were in troublesome difficulties. They had consequently not reviewed 
the transaction with much favour. 

Count Benckendorff said that he would attend the sittings of the Committee, to 
which I alluded in my despatch No. 50 of the 25th instant, (^) and I think that his 
presence will be of utility. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


MINUTE. 


C^unjt Benckendorff might also add that after the war the initiative in the resumption of 
negotiations was taken bv the Buaaian Gtovernment. 

C. H. 

(') [v. immediah'ly preceding document.] 


No. 250. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/321. 

(No, 78.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. February 10, 1907. 

Sir, E. February 18, 1907. 

Count Benckendorff spoke to me last night in regard to the progress of our 
negotiations, and stated that the General Staff was now ready to accept in principle 
the fact that an understanding between Great Britain and Eussia was desirable, but 
that thby considered that some concessions of a political nature should be made to 
Eussia in return for her projected withdrawal from a “ military position.” I presume 
that allusion was here made to Seistan being included in the British zone. Count 
Benckendorff said that he had been unable to obtain from the General Staff precise 
information as to what concessions they required, but he dropped an observation on 
the Dardanelles. I remarked that it would be well if all parties concerned in the 
negotiations were to state frankly their desires and aspirations, in fact that they 
should lay their cards on the table. As to the Dardanelles, that was outside the scope 
of my instructions, and, moreover, other Powers than Eussia and Great Britain were 
interested in the question. 
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Count Benckendorff further said that he found a very favourable disposition 
generally to an understanding, and he hoped that it would be established on a broad 
and permanent basis. I believe that the inter-departmental Committee is to meet in a 
day or two ; and I trust to be shortly in a position to inform you more precisely as to 
Eussian views. 

Count Benckendorff alluded also to the Eussian negotiations with Japan which had 
naturally some influence over the course of our discussions. He said that he had 
explained to M. Isvolsky that it was impossible for His Majesty’s Government to inter- 
vene in any manner in the negotiations which he was pursuing with M. Motono, but 
that in respect to his desire to come to some arrangement with Japan which would 
ensure peace in the Far East, he thought that His Majesty’s Government could 
perhaps afford some service. M. Isvolsky was anxious to insert in a Convention with 
Japan some joint declaration that both parties engaged to maintain the status quo in 
the Far East, and to abide by the provisions of their Treaty obligations. It might be 
possible perhaps for His Majesty’s Government to associate themselves in some 
manner in an engagement of that character, I said that I knew that my Government 
would welcome any mutual agreement between Russia and Japan which would 
maintain peace in the Far Fjast, but I imagined that the Russian Government would 
in the first place ascertain the views of the Japanese Government on the subject, 
which course I understood had not yet been taken. 

I think that in regard to the Anglo-Eussian negotiations Count Benckendorff is 
doing very useful work among military and other officials in a sense favourable to a 
satisfactory issue of the discussions. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


MINUTES. 


It is not clear at first sight what is the “military position “ from which th© General Staff 
are willing that Russia should withdraw in return for political concessions, so it is nob possible 
to judge whether such a withdrawal would be of substantial benefit to us and therefore worth 
accepting in return for such concessions. It would in any case be difficult for us to prevent 
Russia reoccupying the position in question at any moment that suited her, after the agreement 
was concluded. Any proposal emanating from the military party must be looked on with great 
suspicion. 

M. Izvoleki’s suggestion regarding the association of Hfis] M[ajeBty's] G[ovemm©nt] with a 
Kusso- Japanese agreement for the maintenance of the stains qw in the Far East seems rather 
premature. 

H. N. 

Note reference to the Dardanelles question. 

R. ?. M. 

Sir A. Nioolaon has a copy of our Memorandum on the Dardanelles question. (^) 

0. H. 

E. G. 


(1) [Memorandum of November 16, 1906, u. Ch. XXIII, pp. 58-60, Ed. note,] 


No. 261. 

Sir A. NicoUon to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 871/821. 

(No. 95.) St. Petershurghf D- Fehruary 15, 1907. 

Sir, * R. Fehruary 26, 1907. 

I called on Count Witte today, and endeavoured to induce him to give me his views 
on internal affairs, but I found him inclined to be most reserved on the question, 
though he expressed the opinion that the Duma would be in great majority comp^ed of 
deputies irreoonoileably hostile to the Government, and little disposed to assist the 
latter in the work of the session. 

[16942] T 
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Count Witte was evidently anxious to speak on foreign questions, and he 
spontaneously dwelt at some length on the situation in Prance, and made especial 
reference to the recent discussion in the French Chamber on loans to Eussia. He 
considered that the attacks which had been made not only against Eussia but also 
against the Emperor should have been promptly condemned by the President of the 
Chamber, who had passed but the slightest censure upon them. He admitted that 
the language of M. Pichon was perfectly correct and friendly. At the same time 
he was of opinion that the sympathy in influential circles in Eussia with the French 
alliance had greatly diminished, while on the other hand he was pleased to observe 
that friendly feelings towards Great Britain were spreading and increasing, and he 
earnestly hoped that the negotiations which were proceeding between the two Govern- 
ments would reach a satisfactory conclusion. He trusted that they would not be 
unduly protracted, as the favourable moment at present existing might slip by, and it 
was well “to strike when the iron was hot.” He spoke in the highest terms of 
M. Isvolsky, whose appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs he had at the outset 
viewed with some misgiving and surprise, but now that he was better acquainted with 
him, and had had an opportunity of watching his work he had been struck with his 
intelligence, breadth of view, and honesty of purpose. He did not consider that too 
much heed need be paid to military opposition to an arrangement with Great Britain. 
Such opposition was to be expected, and was in the nature of things. 

Count Witte further stated that he hoped that Monsieur Isvolsky would succeed in 
establishing a durable understanding with Japan on a broad basis, and if Eussia were 
enabled to live on amicable and undisturbed relations with Great Britain and Japan 
he thought that M. Isvolsky would have rendered an invaluable service not only to 
his own country but to the cause of peace. 

The foreign policy of Germany, he continued was so erratic, and so impulsive, 
and so eminently selfish, that Eussia should endeavour to make terms with Great 
Britain and Japan rather than be cajoled by the allurements which might emanate 
from Berlin. 

Count Witte is leading a retired life, but of late he has been frequently visited 
by one or two of the highest Court officials, and by some members of the Cabinet, 
M. Isvolsky among others, and it may be that his advice is being sought by those who 
previously shunned him, and that his undoubted talents and experience are found to 
be valuable and useful. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 262. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/321. 

(No. 96.) St. Petersburgh, B. February 16, 1907. 

Sir, E. February 26, 1907. 

The French Ambassador informed me today that he was pleased to find that 
M. Isvolsky was most satisfied with the outlook of his negotiations^ both with Great 
Britain and Japan, and that he had gathered that His Excellency expected to bring 
both matters to a fairly speedy and successful termination. 

M. Bompard said that, as regards the Japanese negotiations, he considered that 
the Japanese had become more conciliatory owing to the advice which had been given 
them from Paris. He did not specify wliat was the nature of the advice, but he 
evidently was of opinion that the IVench Government had succeeded in giving, as he 
termed it, a bon coup ie main to the negotiations. He had every reason to believe that 
the Japanese Government would now be willing to come to a comprehensive under- 
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etanding with Russia, and animated with this hope, and a good prospect of coming to 
terms with Great Britain, M. Isvolsky was, so my French colleague remarked, radiant 
and sanguine. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 253. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.(^) 

St. Petersburgh, February 19, 1907. 
F.O. 371/382. D. 12'57 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 25.) _ _ E. 2-15 p.m. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs asked me to call on him yesterday evening. 

Count Benckendorff was present. H[iB] E[xeellency] told me that he thought 
that our draft convention as to Thibet could be accepted but he questioned me as to 
scientific missions and as to Chumbi occupation. I told [him] that I was expecting a 
draft note as to the former and that I had submitted a draft declaration as to the latter 
but had not yet received a reply. 

He read me portions of draft embodying Russian proposals as to Persia. I shall 
receive them in writing very shortly. Their line I understand would run as follows : — 
Kuchan-Ispahan-Y ezd-Kasri Sherin . 

There were conditions as to maintaining existing concessions in respective zones. 
I said that these should not include Meshed-Seistan telegraph line and enquired what 
other concessions were referred to. He mentioned Bank agencies and customs revenues 
and observed that settlement of two telegraph lines might be made the subject of a 
separate arrangement. I said that only settlement to my mind was a transfer. ■ 

It will be best to await proposals in writing so that I may be suro that I have 
correctly given line and that I may see all the details as he only read me passages. _ 

He informed me that he had succeeded in winning over military party to accepting 
in principle our zone which was practically abandoning Soistan to us and was a 
surrender of what might in certain eventualities be an important strategical position. 
He said further that Persian question could not be settled until we had come to an 
arrangement as to Afghanistan and asked me to give him a sketch of our views. 
I expressed my inability to do so at present but hoped to be in a position shortly to 
give him some proposals. I asked what Russian views were. He said^ that military 
party was anxious lest we should change Afghanistan from a buffer^ state into a country 
entirely under our control and obtain Amir’s permission to organize his troops, build 
railways etc. I said we could not prevent the Amir from developing his country and 
building railways if he wished to do so. I asked if he meant that Russia desired the 
maintenance of political status qtio. He replied in the affirmative and added that some 
arrangement should be made as to relations of local frontier officers and as to trade. 
I gave him no indication of what we would propose. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs at conclusion of interview made important statement 
that Russia would have to arrange with Germany so that latter power should not seek 
conceseions in Russian zone and that such an arrangement would have to deal with 
Bagdad Railway — in accord with us I understood. His idea apparently is that Russia 
should withdraw her obstruction to the Bagdad Railway on condition that Germany 
gives her free hand in her zone. 

M[inister for] F[oreign] A[ffair8] is desirous of pushing on negotiations 
especially ae those with Japan are progressing very favourably. 

(') [A long despatch expanding this telegram is printed in the chapter relating to Persia, 
infra, pp. 428-81, No. 888.] 


T 2 


[16942] 
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No. 254. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, February 20, 1907. 
F.O. 371/369. D- 8 '25 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 28.) 10 p.m. 

Persian negotiations. 

I have received in writing Eussian proposed draft Convention. Eussian line to 
run from Kasr-i-Sherin through Ispahan, Yezd, Kokh, to the Afghan frontier near 
Kuhsan. This is different from line which I telegraphed yesterday, but the 
misunderstanding is mine. Our line is mentioned as running from Afghan frontier 
through Gazik, Birjand, Kerman, and Bunder Abbas, and “ without that frontiers 
of Afghanistan and Beluchistan.” 

I do not quite understand words in inverted commas. Bach country reciprocally 
engages not to seek for herself or to support in favour of her own subjects or of 
subjects of third Power, any political or commercial Concessions, such as Concessions 
for railways, banks, telegraphs, roads, transport, insurance, &c. 

Eussia engages not to oppose directly or indirectly Concessions supported by 
British Government in British zone, and Great Britain undertakes a similar 
engagement as to Eussian zone. 

No mention is made of (? maintenance of) existing Concessions, as was stated 
verbally to me yesterday, but Eussian Government may consider this as implied. 

Final paragraph states that revenues of all the Persian customs, with the 
exception of those of Farzistan and of Persian Gulf, guaranteeing the service of the 
Eussian loans are to be devoted to same purpose as heretofore. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs stated to me yesterday that the above reserved 
revenues were affected to British loans, but I presume you will wish that all the 
revenues affected should be clearly specified in the Convention. 

Preamble mentions integrity and independence of Persia, and equal opportunity 
for industry and commerce to all nations. I will send copy of draft Convention by 
safe opportunity, I hope, to-morrow. 


No. 256. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 


F.O. 871/321. 

(No. 114.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. March 1, 1907. 

Sir, E. March 18, 1907. 

Tkeir Majesties the Emperor and Empress gave a dinner last night to the 
Diplomatic Body at Tsarskoe Selo, and I took an opportunity of mentioning to the 
Emperor that I was pleased to state that my negotiations with M. Isvolsky were 
making satisfactory progress. His Majesty said that he had been gratified to learn 
from the weekly reports made to him by M. Isvolsky that a substantial advance had 
been made towards an agreement on the questions under discussion, and he trusted 
that the course of the negotiations would continue to proceed smoothly. I said that 
I had every reason to congratulate myself on having so loyal and sincere a coadjutor 
as M. Isvolsky and that with his cooperation I hoped that a satisfactory conclusion 
would be reached before very long. His Majesty smiled and said this must occur. 
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I report these few remarks as they show, I think, that His Majesty is desirous 
that our agreement should be concluded and his good will to that end will naturally 
be a weighty factor with the Eussian Government. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


MINUTE. 


C[ouii]t B enckendorft told me that the Emperor had 
be made. 


said to him that the agreement must 

C. H. 

E. Gr. 


No. 256. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicohon. 

I’.O. 371/369. 

(No. 101.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 7, 1907. 

Count BenekendorfE came to see me to-day on his return from Russia. 

He was very pleased with the progress which had been made with our negotiations 
at St. Petersburg, and I said I was sure his own visit to St. Petersburg had been a 
most useful one. I felt that his influence in the negotiations had been beneficial. 

I then told him that we were sending our reply to the Russian proposal with 
regard to Persia. I observed that the sphere which they claimed was a very large 
one, and that it included Tehran. This was a matter of very great importance, as the 
fact that Tehran was in the Russian sphere was bound to increase Russian prestige 
there. And yet it was at Tehran, the seat of the central Government, that any 
influence we might require would have to be exercised, even in connection with 
concessions or other matters relating to our own sphere only. 

Count Benckendorffl admitted the point, and said that, owing to the situation of 
Tehran, he did not see how it could be otherwise than in the Russian sphere. 

I said that, of course, I saw the diflSiculty. But none the less, it was a 
consideration to be borne in mind. This was not, however, the vital point to which 
I wished to refer. 

I then explained that, in consequence of our obligations to Afghanistan with 
regard to frontier matters, and to Persia under our Treaty of 1867 with regard to the 
Perso-Afghan frontier, it was impossible without great complications to place a piece 
of the Perso-Afghan frontier within the Russian sphere. To do so would also 
complicate arrangements for direct communication with Afghan officials on local 
frontier matters. It might be that Customs officials, or doctors, or persons of that 
kind, would have to be placed by the Russians in their own sphere; and if such 
persons appeared on the Perso-Afghan frontier, our difficulties would be greatly 
increased. Therefore, it was vital that the Russian line should start, not from 
Kuhsan, but from Zulficar, and so avoid bringing any part of the Perso-Afghan 
frontier into the Russian sphere. 

Count BenekendorfE did not seem to anticipate that there would be difficulty 
about this, and appeared relieved that this should be the main point to which I 
attached capital importance. 

I also explained what we should have to propose with regard to Customs officials 
in our sphere if Russia had to foreclose the security for her loans. With regard to the 
Meshed—Seistan telegraph-line, I agreed that the transfer might be dealt with in a 
separate Note, provided it was done simultaneously wifli the mam Agreement. 

Count Benckendorff saw no difficulty on either of these points. 

He said M. Isvolsky tihought it mi^t be necessary to take measures on the 
northern frontier of Persia to prevent revolutionariee crossing from the Caucasus, but 
he was determinect to keep ns informed of anything that was done, and to act in 
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concert with us. Count Benckendorff spoke most warmly of the co-operation between 
us, which had existed lately, and of the advantage of continuing it. 

I cordially agreed, and observed that co-operation had only been arranged just in 
time, for had it not been arranged before the recent disturbances in Persia began 
there would have been trouble. At one time, we might have increased our prestige 
enormously by becoming the champions of the popular party, and great self-restraint 
had been necessary on our part to prevent this being thrust upon us. As to 
interference now, 1 understood that the Shah might desire foreign help against his 
own people, but such intervention from outside would be dangerous. To this Count 
BenckendorfE entirely assented. 

This part of our conversation ended without the expectation on either side that 
there would be any difficulty in coming to a settlement on the Persian question. 

Count BenckendorfE then referred to Afghanistan. 

I explained the impossibility of our making any proposals about frontier officials 
and local communications till we had sounded the Ameer, who would naturally be very 
suspicious. 

Count BenckendorfE referred to the Russian apprehension of any change in the 
status of Afghanistan. The Russians were afraid that an Afghan Army, commanded 
and trained by British officers, would be a danger. They were, therefore, very 
anxious that we should undertake some engagement on the subject. 

I told him that I could without reserve assure him that we had no intention or 
desire of penetrating into Afghanistan, or changing its present status. We did not 
intend to send British officers into Afghanistan, nor had the Ameer asked for any. 
During his visit to India we had made no political proposals to him, and he had made 
none to us. The object of the visit, so far as we were concerned, was to prove to the 
Ameer that we were very good friends to him, but friends who asked nothing from 
him, and that he had not been asked to India in order that we might make demands 
upon him. 

But I foresaw that it would be very difficult for us to undertake any engagements 
about Afghanistan. There were very turbulent tribes on our own frontiers, such as 
the Afridis and Waziris. There would probably be no trouble under the present 
Ameer, but it was always possible that some Ameer less wise might stir up the 
frontier tribes within our own borders, and assume an aggressive attitude which would 
require measures on our part. 

Count BenckendorfE admitted the force of this, and said perhaps some form of 
words might be devised by which we should engage not to do anything unless the 
Ameer took action which rendered measures necessary on our part. But the suggestion 
was very vague, and I did not think it desirable to pursue the point any further. 

Count BenckendorfE admitted that the Ameer could not be prevented from taking 
measures of his own to develop his country. He was aware of our general ideas about 
Afghanistan on other matters, and seemed sanguine of an agreement. 

We then spoke of the Bagdad Railway. 

I explained that Count Metternich had cemplained to others, though not to me, 
that our attitude towards the Railway was an obstacle to good relations. I therefore 
intended to say to him that I thought it was not fair to make a grievance of our 
opposition to the Bagdad Railway, while Germany refrained from maMng any 
proposals to us with regard to it. 

Count BenckendorfE asked me whether we would initiate any proposal, and I said, 
No. I meant to confine my statement to the point that, if Germany Mt the Bagdad 
Railway to be a political difficulty, it was for her to make a proposal. 

Count BenckendorfE said that M, Isvolsky’s attitude was that he would prefer that 
the Railway should not be made. But if it was to be made, the situation must be 
accepted, and the best terms must be made. 

I told him I thought the Railway would be made in the long run. If it became a 
through route from sea to sea, it wae obvious that all the Powers, Russia, Fr^ee, and 
ourselves, as well as Germany, would be affected by it, and would be cemoemed in it. 
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If, therefore, Germany made any proposal, I would say that I thought it should include 
,an arrangement with Russia. But I assumed that the German Government were 
already aware of M. Isvolsky’s views. 

Count Benckendorff further said that he hoped we would co-operate in the 
Balkans. The Russian Govermnent had, after some dif&cuity, accepted the principle 
that judicial reform should be worked out through the Financial Commission. 

I said we had but one end in view, and that was to promote a better state of 
things in Macedonia. The situation was becoming difficult here, because the Balkan 
Committee, who were not chauvinists, but quite the contrary, were pointing out that 
things in Macedonia were getting no better. I was afraid this was true. We ought, 
therefore, to work together this year, and try to make things better than last year. 

I also said that, to be quite frank, it was our impression that the Civil Agents of 
Russia and Austria had not, last year, used their influence as they might in improving 
matters. 

Count Benckendorff seemed to be fully aware of this opinion, and he did not 
demur to it. 

I told him that, as soon as the Customs question was settled, I hoped effective 
reforms would be proposed. We would be very glad to support them. 

In the course of this conversation. Count Benckendorff emphasized M. Isvolsky’s 
desire to extend the scope of an agreement with Japan so as to produce something, 
which might perhaps not amount to an Entente, but would at any rate produce “ des 
relations ” between Russia and Japan. He hoped we should favour this. 

I said we certainly should favour a general good understanding. We could not 
suggest to Japan that she should make concessions on points connected with the 
Portsmouth Treaty, but wo wished to promote good relations between Russia and 
Japan. The direct object of a settlement between Russia and onrselves was to secure 
the Indian frontier; but there was also an indirect object, viz., to be on good terms 
with Russia, and this indirect object would be lost unless relations between Japan and 
Russia were satisfactory. We wished, therefore, to see this secured. 

[I am, iSce.] 

E. G[REY]. 


No. 267. 

Memorandum by Sir Edward Grey.(^) 

F.O. 371/347. Foreign Office, March 16, 1907. 

Count Benckendorff told me to-day that he had no instructions to speak to me on 
the subject of the Bosphorus, but he wished to ;^int out that the opening of the Straits 
to Russia would stren^hen and ensure a good disposition in that country, and complete 
the success of the arrangements we were now discussing. 

He made it quite clear that, Russia having at present no fleet of her own, would 
rather that the Straits should remain closed to all Powers than that they should be 
-opened to all Powers. Access to Constantinople might be on the same terms for all, 
but for Russia it would be essential that the entrance to the Black Sea should not be 
open to foreign Powers. Unless she could have it open for exit to herself, without its 
being open for entrance to others, she would rather the question should not be raised 
at aU. 

As other Powers were involved in the question, it might be that any arrangement 
made with us would be platonic only, but its beneficial effect on public oi»nion would 
he very great. 

(>) [This memorandum waa aent to Sir A. Nioolson in the form of a deepatoh. No. 117 of 
Maroh 2h, 1907.] 
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1 replied that I had felt all through these negotiations that good relations witn 
EuBsia meant that our old policy of closing the Straits against her, and throwing our 
weight against her at any conference of the Powers must be abandoned. It was this 
old policy which, in my opinion, had been the root of the difidculties between the two 
countries for two generations. And, for us and Bussia to settle our difl&culties in Asia, 
and then to find ourselves afterwards in opposition on some other important matter, 
would be to undo the good which would be done by the present negotiations as to 
Asiatic frontiers. 

I felt, however, that it would be difficult for us to put anything concerning the 
Straits in the form of an engagement, and it would be necessary for me to speak to 
the Prime Minister before I could say anything very definite. Even if the present 
Government were agreed that a settlement of the matter should be made, there was a 
risk that, when it was known that we had agreed to the Straits being open to Eussia 
and closed to ourselves, there would be a storm in public opinion here. Then the 
whole Agreement, instead of being carried with general acceptance, might give rise 
to party feeling. 

I wanted, therefore, to have a little time to consider the question. 

Count Benckendorff asked whether he should say anything to M. Isvolsky at 
once. 

I said that, if M. Isvolsky was expecting something on the subject, I sho-uld not 
like him to infer from silence that the mention of it had been unfavourably received. 
But if he had not instructed Count Benckendorff to mention the matter, and was not 
expecting anything, it would perhaps be better to wait for a few days. 

B. G. 


No. 258. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 

P.O. 371/347. 

(No. 120.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 19, 1907. 

In conversation with Count Benckendorff to-day I referred to the question of the 
Dardanelles and the Bosphorus, which he had mentioned to me laet week. 

He had told me his personal view was that Eussia would rather that the Straits 
should remain closed altogether than that they should be opened in such a way ae to 
allow other Powers than Eussia access to the Black Sea. If any change was to be 
made, the entrance to the Black Sea should remain closed to other Powers, while 
Eussia should have the right to make arrangements with Turkey for the passage of her 
own ships. Subject to this provision, the Dardanelles and the rest of the Straits as far 
as the entrance to the Black Sea might be available for other Powers on the same 
terms for all. 

Count Benckendorff made it clear that this was only his personal view of the form 
which an arrangement might take. 

I told him I had always felt that this question of the Straits had been at the root 
of the difficulties between England and Eussia for the last generation and more, and 
that, if permanent good relations were to be established between the two Countries, 
which was what we desired, England must no longer make it a settled object of her 
policy to maintain the existing arrangement with regard to the passage of the 
Dardanelles. For if we were now to come to a friendly arrangement about Asiatic 
questions, and if a few years hence the question of the Straits and the entrance to the 
Black Sea was to be raised in Europe, and we were again to find ourselves in 
opposition to Eussia upon it all the good secured by an Asiatic Agreement would 
he undone. 
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This was the view of H[is] M[ajesty’s] Government. At the same time, however, 
I should like the Russian Government to consider two or three points as to the 
expediency of asking for a definite engagement on our part in connection with the 
present negotiations. 

It might be that some important sections of public opinion would be very critical 
of a particular engagement on this question. I had no doubt the House of Commons 
would accept whatever we proposed, but it would be better to propose something which 
secured general acceptance than to make a proposal which would cause party feeling 
though commanding a majority. 

In the next place, if we made an engagement which people here would consider a 
great concession to Russia, they might expect that kindred questions, such as the 
Capitulations in Egypt and the Bagdad Railway, which related to the same regions, 
should be the subject of reciprocal engagements at the same time. 

In the third place, there were the other Powers in Europe to be considered. 
Count Metternich had lately made some comment to me on the Russian negotiations, 
and I had dismissed the matter by telling him that our negotiations related to the 
Indian Frontier, and did not, therefore, concern Germany, and were in no way directed 
against her. If our Agreement was to include an Article about the Dardanellee and 
the Bosphorus, it would be necessary to tell Germany beforehand that the original 
scope of the negotiations had been widened; otherwise I should be open to a charge 
of having mislead faic] the German Ambassador intentionally. 

I had not mentioned the matter to the French Government. I concluded that the 
Russian Government would do that if they proceeded further. We wished to continue 
in agreement with the French. The negotiations on their present lines, confined to 
Asiatic questions would not arouse the susceptibilities of any other Powers. If they 
resulted in a pledge as to a particular settlement of the question of the Straits, other 
Powers might be provoked to say that we had attempted to settle the question behind 
their backs and they might take offence. 

I wished M. Isvolsky to take these points into consideration. But, in view of what 
I had said as to our general policy, I wished it to be understood that the question was 
one which we were prepared to disensa. If, however, the Russian Government desired 
a discussion now, it would be for them to take the initiative; for the present I 
understood that Count Benckendorff had spoken from his personal point of view only. 

[I am, dec.] 

E. G[REY]. 


No. 259. 

Sir A. NicoUon to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/947. 

(No. 154.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. March 25, 1907. 

Bir, R. April 2, 1907. 

At my interview to-day with M. Isvolsky, His EJccelleney said that M. Pokleweki 
had just arrived from London, and had brought with him a communication of the 
highest importance. M. Isvolsky read to me the document which was a transcript of 
your despatch No. 120 of the 19th instant, and which related to the conversation 
which you had held with Count Benckendorff in regard to the question of the 
Dardanelles and the Bosphorus. 

M. Isvolsky said that the conversation constituted to his mind a great evolution in 
the relations of the two countries, and that though the matter was one which would 
have to be most carefully considered from all pdints of view, especially as to the 
method and moment of advancing further in the question, still he was highly gratified 
with the tone and tenour of your remarks. His Excellency said that your observations 


(^) [v. inimedlately preceding dooument.] 
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on the three points, 1. of securing a general acceptance in Great Britain, 2. of a 
quid pro quo being given for the great concession which might be made to Euasia, and 
3. of the necessity of considering the views and susceptibilities of other Powers, were 
all exceedingly sound and weighty, and had his entire concurrence. But in any case 
the exchange of views between you and Count Benckendorff was a chose acquise, and 
Hie Excellency was evidently much pleased at the vista which had been opened out. 
He was heartily with you in the opinion that to make the arrangement between 
Eussia and Great Britain complete and durable it would be desirable to take into 
consideration the existing arrangements with respect to the passage of the Dardanelles. 

He must naturally think well over the matter before expressing any official opinion 
or sending a reply, but he would give the matter his most earnest attention. 

I have rarely seen M. Isvolsky so contented and satisfied ; and the evidence of the 
goodwill and earnest desire of His Majesty’s Government to establish relations between 
Great Britain and Eussia on a thoroughly satisfactory basis will, I trust, have a good 
effect on the deliberation of the outstanding points of the Asiatic negotiations. 

T have, &e. 

A. NIOOLSON. 


MINUTE. 

There is a shade of difference in the words " it would be desirable to take into eonsidera- 
iinn etc ” from what I actually said. The natiirnl moaning of my words would rather be “ when 
the question came up for consideration,” etc. 

E. Or. 


No. 260. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/322. 

(No. 160.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. March 26, 1907. 

Sir, ■ E. April 2, 1907. 

The French Ambassador mentioned to me last night that he gathered from 
M. Isvolsky that the latter was becoming uneasy lest Germany was contemplating some 
intervention in the Anglo-Eussian negotiations of a disagreeable nature. He understood 
from M. Isvolsky that nothing had been said either here or at Berlin on the subject, 
but M. Bompard believed that certain articles in some German newspapers warning 
the German public as to the attempts to isolate Germany had disquieted M. Isvolsky, 
as being possibly the precursors of some observations from official quarters. 
M. Bompard said that he trusted that the negotiations would be speedily brought to a 
conclusion so as to prevent any endeavour to hamper or delay them. 

I told my French colleague that I had not noticed any uneasiness on the part of 
M. Isvolsky, and that I did not quite see on what grounds Germany could intervene in 
matters which in no wise affected her interests. I was, however, of his opinion that the 
sooner the negotiations were concluded the better, now that the press had begun to 
turn their attention to the matter, and had published more or less incomplete state- 
ments in regard to the scope and nature of the discussions. In fact I could tell him 
that I had quite recently impressed this consideration on M. Isvolsky, who was doing 
his best to expedite matters. 

Others of my colleagues have drawn my attention to the audiences which the 
German and Austro-Hungarian Ambassadors had on two consecutive days of Ihe 
Emperor, and to their frequent interviews with M. Isvolsky. This activity is attributed 
by some to tiie negotiations which Eussia is conducting with Great Britam and Ja|>an. 
Peraonally, I am inclined to believe that the two Ambassadors have been cmefly 
preoccupied with the question of the limitation of armaments, and with the mode in 
whiA Hjs Majesty’s Government may present that matter to the Conference. 
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At the same time I do not disguise from myself that the relations between the 
German and Eussian Courts and Governments are at the present moment exceedingly 
intimate and cordial, and that the influence of the French Embassy has of late 
correspondingly declined. My United States colleague tells me that he knows from an 
undoubted source that at the banquet given at the Palace on the birthday of the 
German Emperor, the Emperor of Eussia after proposing the health of “his brother 
and friend,” observed to the German Ambassador that “brother” was far more than 
“friend,” and that this remark was interpreted by M. von Schoen as meaning that 
Prance was the friend, but Germany the brother. 

But while admitting that many motives impel the Emperor and his Government 
to draw nearer to Germany and to accept as an unfortunate necessity the alliance with 
Prance, it seems to me that more powerful factors than personal sympathy will 
counteract to a great extent the tendency to drift too much into the orbit of Berlin. 

I have little doubt that it is the present aim of the Eussian Government to remodel 
their policy in the Par and Middle East, and to husband their resources and keep their 
hands free for recovering their position as a European Power. 

It is I think indubitable that the Eussian Government have renounced their 
forward policy in those regions, and the whole tenour and trend of their negotiations 
both with Great Britain and Japan show, I think, that they are more intent on 
strengthening thoir position of defence rather than preparing for any aggressive action. 
As regards their negotiations with Great Britain, this, I think, is especially noticeable ; 
and the proposals they make and the concessions they are willing to give are evidence, 
I submit, that it is a defensive and not an aggressive policy which they are adopting. 
Moreover, matters have advanced too far both with Groat Britain and Japan, to permit 
Eussia, even under pressure from her western neighbour, to alter the course on which 
she has been sailing during the past twelve months. I feel no uneasiness on that 
score. Nevertheless I am strongly of opinion that it will be well to terminate the 
negotiations without undue delay and to bring the Convention safely into port. 
Although the western neighbour might consider it impolitic or impossible to attempt 
openly to thwart the negotiations, she might indirectly influence them by suggesting 
modifications which aha knew would create discord, or what is more probable, she 
might require from the Eussian Government, for her part, certain concessions or 
engagements which would weaken, or in a measure, nullify the happy results which a 
cordial understanding between Eussia, Great Britain and Japan should produce. 

I have, &£. 

A. NICOLSON. 


MINUTE. 


I think wo all agree as to the advisability of these negotiations being concluded as soon as 
possible but the delay is not on our side. 

0. H. 

w, a 


No. 261. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Orey. 

Private. (*) 

My dear Grey, St. Peterahurgh, March 27, 1907. 

.... (®) He [M. IsvolsM] is beaming with pleasure over the report which 
Poklewsky brought to him of your communication to Count Benekendorff in regard 
to the Bcfflphoros and the Dardanelles. (’) He quite grasped the sense of your 


(0 [Grey MBS., Vol. 88.] ^ . ........ 

(®) [The first part of fiiis letter refers to the Persian negotiations and Busso-Japanese 
relations, and is of a pnrdy formid character.] 

(*) [v. SKjmt, pp. §80-1, No^ 2^.] ■ 
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observations and will study the question thoroughly before making an overture ; but 
the fact that the British Gov[ernmen]t are willing to discuss the question is, he 
considers, and as he expressed it, a great evolution in our relations and a historical 
event. The statement which you made will undoubtedly have a beneficial influence 
on our Asiatic discussions, and will render the Eussians disinclined to insist on any 

minor points of difference. In fact I see no serious rocks ahead (*) 

Your sincerely, 

A. NICOLSON. 

(**) [The omitteil paragraph refers to the Hague Peace Conference.] 


[BD. NOTE, — The Mongolian Frontier Formula . — The following papers all relate to a somewhat 
obscure incident and are accordingly grouped together. The earlier negotiations are referred to in 
a Foreign Office memorandum written in January 1907, infra ^ pp. 341-2. From that point they 
may be summarised as follows : On January 5, 1907, M. Isvolski mentioned to Sir A. Nicolson the 
question of including a reference to Mongolia in the proposed Convention regarding Thibet, 
suggesting that it inight be possible to state there “ the desire of the two Governments that no 
alterations should be introduced in the existing ndmini.strative sy.stem of Mongolia.” Rir A, Nicolson 
reported this to Sir Edward Grey in his despatch No. 19 of January 6, H, January 21. On the 16th 
Sir A. Nicolson reported that in a conversation of the previous day M. Isvolski had discussed wiii 
him the negotiations then in progress between Japan and Russia for a commercial treaty, and 
stated that he hoped ” to go a little farther ” than a purely commercial understanding. The Russo- 
Japanese negotiations continued to develop on these lines, and on March 6, Baron Komura informed 
Sir Edward Grey that definite proposals had been received from the Russian Government, and that 
his own Government were preparing a counter- draft. Sir Edward Grey told Baron Komura ” that 
Russia had made some mention of Mongolia when we were discussing Thibet. Baron Komura said 
that no mention had been made of Mongolia in the Russo-Japanese negotiations (Sir E. Grey 
to Mr. !]^wther, No, 47 of March 7, 1907). Two days later Sir Edward Grey was informed by 
Baron Komura that the Japanese counter-draft had been presented. “ I reminded him of tht' 

inquiry Russia had m^e concerning Mongolia I thought we might advise some formula, 

such as a promise to give our diplomatic support to the maintenance of security on the whole extent 
of the Chinese frontier” (Sir E. Grey to Mr. lowther, No. 60 of March 18, 1907). Sir A. 
Nicolson wrote a private letter to Sir Edward Grey on March 26, which ib reproduced below as 
No. 262 (c). It enclosed a copy of the formula which had been given to him by M. Isvolski, 
having been originally communicated by Sir Edward Grey to Gaunt Benckendorff/ This formula 
is printed below as enclosure to No. 262 (a). On March 31, M. Boklevaki informed Sir A, Nioolsont 
that M, Isvolski would probably accept the formula with some “ modifications de reaction.”] 


No. 262 (a). 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 

Private. (^) 

My dear Grey, British Emhassy, 8t, Petershurghj March 26, 1907* 

M. Iswolsky has alluded once or twice to the “formula*' which was. 
communicated privately to C[oun]t BenckendoriBE, and of which he gave me the 
enclosed copy. It tallies with what Hardinge sent me in a private letter. 
M. lewoleky has not yet formed an opinion on the terms of the formula, though 
he remarked that it was a little vague. He wishes to know what ground is covered 
by the expression “ s’appuyer/* Does this, he asks, mean material or merely 
diplomatic support? Would you kindly let me know your interpretation so that I 
may reply should he again refer to the point? 

In another letter I will write as to our negotiations, &c, I believe Hardinge 
will be away when the messenger reaches London, so I trouble you with thia 
question. 


P) [Grey MSS., Tol 80.] 


Yours sincerely, 

A, NICOLSON. 
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Enclosure in No. 262 (o). 

The Mongolian Frontier Formula. 

Les Gouvernements de la Grande Bretagne et de la Eussie s’itant mutuellement 
engages a respecter I’intdgrite et I’independance de la Chine et animes du sincere 
desir de voir I’ordre et le ddveloppement paeifique se maintenir sur toute I’^tendue 
de leurs frontieres avec la Chine, s’engagent a s’appuyer mutuellement pour assurer 
la paix et la s6curit4 sur leurs frontieres respectives. 


No. 262 (b). 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private. (') Fnllodon, Christon Bank, 

My dear Nicolson, Northumberland, April 1, 1907. 

This formula arose out of the Eussian anxiety to get some security on the 
Mongolian frontier. That is not a place where we would give material support; 
“s’appuyer” must therefore be diplomatic support, good offices, or whatever other 
varieties of diplomatic support there may be, given at Pekin or wherever it would be 
useful. 

The position is this ; if Eussia guarantees not to disturb Japan or ourselves, she 
gets in return a promise from each separately not to disturb her. But this leaves a 
large part of the Eussian frontier in the Far Bast, which is not directly covered by such 
a promise given by Japan or ourselves. The formula simply means that our influence 
will be used to prevent Eussia being disturbed on the Chinese part of her frontier. 

Komura laughed at the idea of her being disturbed by China who was not in a 
position to be aggressive outside the Chinese frontier, but that is no argument against 
adopting some formula of this kind if Eussia asks for it. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. GEEY. 

(>) [Carnook MBS.] 


No. 262 (c). 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Privat6.(*) Foreign Office, April 8, 1907. 

Tel. D. 1*45 P.M. 

Private. 

Your private letter of the 26th “s’appuyer” means diplomatic support and 
use of our influence diplomatically especially at Pekin. We could not give armed 
support in such a place as the Mongolian frontier.” 

C) [Grey MSS., Vol. 88.] 


_[KD. NOTE . — Tke later negotiations on this subject may be summ.-irised briefly. On 
April 12 the formula was sldll being considered by the Kussian Government. But meanwhile 
M. Bompard had submitted a Frend formula to M. Isvolshi on April ID, and he gave Sir A. 
Nicolson his impresBicm M. Isvolski “would be disturbed (“mqui6t4 ”) by the series of 
formula which was now being sulnnitted to him." The result of the Franco- Japanese and 
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Eusso-Japanese negotiations was seen in the treaties signed on June 10, 1907, and July 30 
respectively. On May 2 Sir Charles Hardinge wrote to Sir A. Nieolson “ We have heard nothing 
more of the Mongolian proposal. Do you think the question has been forgotten? I hope so." 
(Carnock MSS.) 

So far .as the Editors have been able to discover, this hope was fully realized, cp. infra, 
p. 299, No. 280.] 


No. 263. 

Note by Sir C. Hardinge. {^) 

F.O. 371/821. Foreign Office, April 2, 1907. 

Count Benckendorff called and read me extracts from a letter which he had received 
from M. Isvolsky(^) in which the latter stated that he had communicated to the 
Emperor your mem[orandu]m about the Dardanelles and the note about Mongolia, 
&c.(^) and that they had created the best possible efieot, the Emperor laying special 
stress on his satisfaction at the views of the Gov[ernmen]t on the Dardanelles 
question. 

M. Isvolsky asked C[oun]t Benckendorff to thank you and to say that he fully 
appreciated the objections which you had raised to the Dardanelles ciuestion coming 
within the present agreement and that he thoroughly understood their importance. 

Count Benckendorff asked me to convey to you these messages. 

C. H. 

E. G. 

(^) [The aubstanoe of this note was sent to Sir A. Nicol.son in the form of a despatch, No. 150, 
April 10, 1907.] 

(*) [This private letter was almost identical with the Memorandum printed below as 
enclosure in No. 266.] 

C) [For the memorandum on tho DardanelleB, v. supra, pp. 280-1, No. 268. The substance 
of this despatch was communicated to M. Isvolski as a memorandum. The note about Mongolia 
is given, supra, p. 286.] 


No. 264. 

Sir A. Nieolson to Sir Edward Orey. 

F.O, 371/847. 

Tel. (No. 66.) St. Petershurgh, April 14, 1907. 

Straits and Bosphorus. 

Your despatch No. 120. (*) 

t have received Memo[randum] from the Minister for P[oreign] A[ffair8] 
relative to your conversation with Eussian Ambassador. Eussian Gov[emmen]t 
note with pleasure disposition of H[is] M[iajesty’s] Gov[ernmen]t to discuss question 
and that closing of Straits is no longer cardinal point of British policy. Eussian 
Gov[6mmen]t consider it would be inopportune to conclude special arrangement as to 
the Straits during the course of the present negotiations. They therefore take act of 
the disjwaition of _H[i8] M[ajeBty’6]_ Gov[ernmen]t and reserve discussion of question 
of revising the stipulations concerning the Straits to a more favourable opportunity, 
I will send copy of the Memorandum tomorrow by safe opportunity. It is 
couched in very friendly terms and it is satisfactory Eussian 6ov[emmen]t do not 
wish to introduce question into present negotiations. Minister for P[oreign3 
A [flairs] tells me he is forwarding copy of Memo[randum] to the Eussian 
Ambassador. 

(*) [v. supra,, pp. 280-1, No. 268.] 
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No. 265. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/347. 

(No. 202.) St. Petershurgh, D. Ayril 14, 1907. 

Sir, E. April 19, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit, herewith, copy of a Memorandum which 
M. Isvolsky communicated to me in regard to the question of revising the Treaty 
stipulations concerning the passage of the Dardanelles and Bosphorus. 

I telegraphed the substance of the above Memorandum in my telegram No. 65 (‘> 
of to-day’s date. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 265. 

Memorandum. 

Quoique le C[om]te de Benckendorff n’ait pas muni d’ instructions precises 

relativement k la question des ddtroits, sa parfaite connaissance des vues du 
Gouv[ernemen]t Imperial lui a permis d’exposer a Sir E - Grey les desiderata russes 
k ce sujet d’une fa^on qui rdpond §, nos intSrfits historiques et a notre situation 
gdographique. Du reste cette initiative n’a fait qu’acc614rer un dchange de vues 
qui devait n^cessairement se produire au cours de nos nfigociations aetuelles dans 
le but d’Sviter toute cause de malentendu dans I’avenir. 

Le rdsultat des conversations entre le 0[om]te de Benckendorff et le Ministre 
des Affaires Etrangbres Britaimique consign! dans le memorandum susmentionne 
doit §tre consid4r4 comme hautement satisfaisant. C’est avee le plus vif plaisir que 
le 6ouv[ernemen]t Imperial a constatS que le maintien des stipulations existantes 
relativement au passage des ddtroits ne forme plus un point d4termin6 de la politique 
de la Grande Bretagne. Nous attachons aussi la plus grande importance au fait 
que Sir E. Grey n’a pas formfi d 'objection principielle I, un projet d’ arrangement 
qui donnerait aux navires de guerre russes le droit exclusif de passer les dStroits 
dans les deux sene, tandis que les forces navales des autres Puissances ne pourraient 
pas entrer dans la Mer Noire. Bnfin nous nous plaisons & relever que le Principal 
Secretaire aux Affaires Etrangftres s’est mSme d4clar4 prfit Ik disouter dfes h present 
dans de eertainee conditions nos propositions, si nous en prenions I’initiative. 

II est Evident que le point de vue anglais sur la question des d4troits ainsi 
formuld est de nature & Soarter une des causes prinoipales des malentendus 
pr4c4dent8 entre la Eussie et I’Angleterre et tout en facilitant la solution du 
problSme des ddtroits dans un sene favorable & la Eussie contribuerait puissamment 
S. rstablissement de relations cordiales entre les deux pays conform4ment au ddsir 
sinc&re des deux Gouvemements. 

Les quelques observations de Sir E. Grey oontenues dans le m4me memorandum 
ont ete Boigneusement examinees par le Gouv[ememen]t Imperial; celui-ci est 
entierement d’avis qu’il serait inopportun de conclure un arrangement special pour 
les detroits au cours des negociations presentes qui n’ont pour but avere que le 
reglement des questions pendantes en Asie. E n’est evidemment ni dans I'interSt 
de la Eussie, ni dans celui de I’Angleterre d’eveiller des susoeptibilites d’autres 
Puissances auxquelles tant Sir B. Grey que le Gouv[ememen]t Imperial ont Ik 
maintes reprkes donne des explications dans le sens susindique. 

Le Gouv[6memen]t Imperial se borne done pour le moment 4. prendre acte des 
dispositions du Gouvt]ememen]t Britannique et se reserve de soulever la question de 
la revision des stipularions ooncemant les detroits 4 une epoque plus favorable. D 
ne manquera paa Ik oett© occaeion de prendre en juste consideration la reserve de (*) 

(*) [«. itanieellately preoeding document.] 
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Sir E. Grey relativement a une compensation eventuelle en favour de I’Angleterre, 
compensation qui pourrait toucher a un problems international dans le genre de 
ceux mentionnes dans le memorandum anglais. 

Je me plais a esperer qu’au moment ou la question des detroits sera soulevee 
par nous, le resultat de nos n6gociations actuelles aura deja produit son influence 
bienfaisante et que par consequent I’opposition d’une partie de Topinion publique 
anglaise a un pareil arrangement sera rgduite a dee proportions insignifiantes. 

II me semble aussi utile d’ajouter que tout comme I’Angleterre la Eussie ne 
tiompte pas e’engager plus avant dans cette affaire sans un accord avec la France. 


MINUTE. 


It appears to me that the Russian Government are taking a most unfair advantage of the 
expressions used by Sir B. Grey in his conversation with C[oun]t Benokendorft recorded in his 
despatch of March 19, 1907, to Sir A. Nioolson(®); and still more of his judicious silence on 
certain points. An attempt is made to extract from the latter an implied consent to Russian 
vessels of wax having an exclusive right of exit, and to the denial of equal rights of entry to the 
waters of the Black Sea to the ships of other Powers. It is also apparently suggested that we 
should enter into a sort of conspiracy of silence at the expense of the other Powers, who have 
a right to bo consulted : especially Austria Hungary — in virtue of the Danube and Rrmmania. 
I hope a clear and emphatic caveat will be at once put in again.st the language of the Russian 
Foreign Office and their covert insinuations. 


(*) [a. supra, pp. ‘IdO-l, Nn. 258. j 


P. 


No. 266. 

Colonel Napier to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(Enclosure in Despatch, from Sir A. Nicolson, No. 280, of April 25, 1907.) 

F.O. 371/323. 

(No. 16.) Confidential. 

Sir, St. Petorshnrgh, April 25, 1907. 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency that I was received by the Emperor 
to-day, on the occasion of relinquishing my post as Military Attach4. Owing to the 
advent of Bussian Easter, this took place earlier than would otherwise have been 
the case. 

His Majesty received me graciously, and asked me about my previous services. 
On hearing that I had been in Persia aer Military Attach4, the Emperor turned the 
conversation on to that subject and on to the personality of the Shah and of the 
Atabeg; he had not met the former, but the latter he knew and appreciated. He 
knew the people had endeavoured to stop his landing at Besht, but that had been 
satisfactorily disposed of, and the Atabeg would he hoped, prove the strong man that 
the country needed. I took occasion to observe that it was very fortunate that Eussia 
and England were now of one mind as regards Persian affaire, and that there had been 
a great deal of waste of energy in opposing each other on all points. His Majesty 
thoroughly agreed and declared that he was very pleased to hear from M. Izvolsty of 
the favourable course of negotiations, and evidently considered that matters were 
settled as regards Persia. Eeferring to Afghanistan, His Majesty said that he was in 
favour of maintaining Afghanistan as a buffer State, but that there were some arrange- 
ments necessary in order to enable the neighbouring people to live in amity with each 
other. I presumed that his Majesty referred to arrangements for settling local frontier 
matters direct, to which he agreed, and added that also in matters of trade it was 
impossible in these days to build up a Chinese wall against one’s neighbours. 
I ventured to say that our negotiations were a little complicated in view of the fact of 
the independence of the Amir in relation to his own internal affairs, and that the 
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policy of his late father had been to keep himself as free as possible from all such 
instruments of civilization as trade relations and ways of communication, such as 
railways, in order to preserve his independence. His Majesty remarked that he 
understood this, but of course there was no intention of aiming at the Amir’s 
independence. 

Eeferring again to the subject of the good-will that was now being displayed 
between the two nations, His Majesty remarked that he thought it would take some 
time before the respective minor officials and agents of the two countries would work 
together, perhaps one year, but that once the Heads of Governments were agreed, the 
others would soon come into line, in fact there was nothing else for them to do. His 
Majesty then referred to the evil effect of the Press. “ Wlien one reads the same 
calumnies day after day, one’s own ideas insensibly take the colour of what one reads, 
and the control of these irresponsible people who compose the newspapers, is one of the 
most difficult questions of the present time.” 

His Majesty appeared to be in good health and spirits, and on bidding me goodbye 
graciously expressed the hope that we might meet again. 

I have, &c. 

H. D. NAPIEE, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attache. 


No. 267. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/821. 

(No. 253.) Confidential. Constantinople, D. April 30, 1907. 

Sir, , B. May 6, 1907. 

I think it well to report that, in calling upon me on the 8th instant in connection 
with the 3 %, the Grand Master of Ceremonies Ghalib Pasha remarked that the 
Sultan was perplexed and somewhat disturbed at the reports he had heard in regard to 
the Anglo-Eussian negotiations and wished to know whether I could tell His Majesty 
quite privately and unofficially their general nature and whether they referred to 
this country. 

I said that I did not think you would consider I was wanting in discretion if I 
told him that as far as I knew these negotiations were connected with a desire on 
both sides to come to an amicable understanding in respect to Thibet, the Indian 
frontier and Persia, and that the negotiations in regard to the latter were based on the 
principle of respecting her territorial integrity. 

At the time I spoke to Ghalib Pasha I was not aware of the conversations which 
had taken place between you and the Eussian Ambassador in regard to the passage of 
the Straits and although these remarks cannot be considered as negotiations I am 
rather inclined to believe that the suspicions of the Sultan have in one way or another 
been aroused and that it is probable that he has spoken with greater freedom to the 
German Ambassador on the subject. 

I cannot help thinking that the Germans will find out what has taken place either 
directly from the Eussian Minister for Foreign Affairs or else in some subterranean 
way, and I have no doubt whatever that if this be so they will communicate their 
information to the Sultan in such a way as to impregnate His Majesty’s mind with 
still further distrust of British policy while at the same time advancing their own 
interests. 

I believe therS is nothing the present Sultan would more dislike or would more 
strenuously oiqoose than the opening of the Strail® of the Dardanelles to Foreign 
men-of"War. 

I have, &o. 

N. E. O’CONOE. 


[ 16942 ] 


0 
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MINUTES. 

Sir N. 0 ’Conor has by implication conveyed an assurance that the Anglo-Russian negotiations 
do not touch upon the question of opening the straits to foreign warships. As the arrangement 
will of course be intensely distasteful to the Sultan it would be as well that what has passed 
between the two Gov[ernmen]ts on the subject should be kept from H[is] I[mperial] M[aje9ty] 
as long as possible. 

Q[uer]y. Inform Sir A. Nicolson of the substance of this desp[atch] by telegraph and 
instruct him to urge upon Russian Gov[ernmen]t the necessity of observing the strictest secrecy 
in the matter for the present. 

E. G. L. 

7/5/07. 

If the Germans are going to find out what has passed by “ subterranean ” methods we shall 
not prevent them from doing so by urging the Russian Gov[ernmen]t to observe strict secrecy. 
I doubt also if such a representation would be well received. 

R.P, M. 

I agree with Mr. Maxwell. If the relations between the Czar and the Emperor 'WilUam 
are as close as Mr. Lister has recently reported in a private letter which is confirmed by 
Mr. O’Beirne, the Germans will find out all that they may want to know I expect, 

L. M. 

I spoke this morning to C[oun]t Benckendorfi of the danger of the Sultan knowing what had 
passed between the two Govj]emmen]ts relating to the passage of the Straits, and of th e risk 
of the Sultan leaning still more on Germany and actually concluding an alliance. He fully 
realised the danger and said he would point it out to his Gov[ernmen]t. 

C. H. 

This is all we can do. _ ^ 

E. G. 


No. 268. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/347. 

{No. 166.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May I, 1907. 

I gave Count BenekendorfE a Memorandum of which a copy is inclosfed 
commenting on the Euseian reply to our conversation about the Straits. 

Count Benckendorff, after reading it, enquired what I meant by “ questions which 
it was not necessary for us to discuss unless they were raised by other Powers.” 

I told him that what was in my mind was the right of exit from the Black Sea of 
other limitrophe Powers besides Eussia. That was the sort of question which we had 
no interest in raising, but which might be raised by the Powers concerned. 

All I meant, therefore, was that there might be some questions which we must be 
free to consider if they were raised by others, though it was not our business or desire 
to raise tikem. 

[I am, &c.] 

B. G[BEY]. 


Enclosure in No. 268. 

Memorandum hy Sir Edward Grey. 

Foreign Office, AffU 27, 1907. 

The text of the Memorandum communicated by the Busman ^vemment on the 
■nbject of the StraitB(*) contains a summary of the original proposal nuade by Count 
BenekendorfE which, owing to certain omissions, probably due to a desire for brev^", 

(*) [«. supra, pp. 287-8, No. 266, snol.] 
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might possibly convey a difierent impression of the scope of the proposal originally 
stated in my Memorandum of 19 March. (*) 

The original proposal did not exclude a right of exit from the Black Sea and 
the Straits being allowed to other limitrophe Powers on the Black Sea. And the 
Memorandum makes no definite mention of the fact that the proposal contemplated 
the passage of the Dardanelles and the rest of the Straits being made available for 
other Powers as far as the entrance to the Black Sea on the same terms for all, 
although it is certainly implied. 

I do not wish, however, to discuss the particular conditions under which the 
existing arrangements with regard to the Straits might be altered. Some of them it 
would not be necessary for Great Britain to discuss at all, unless they were raised 
by other Powers; and I do not wish to be regarded as committed to any particular 
proposal, though, on the other hand, I do not wish to attach conditions now which 
would prevent any particular proposals from being discussed when the time comes. 

I am glad that the Eussian Government have agreed to let the matter rest for the 
present as it was left by my reply to Count Benckendorff. But I should like to say 
that one consideration which affected me in coming to this conclusion was that stated 
in the Eussian Memorandum : that, if the negotiations now in progress between the 
two Governments with regard to Asiatic questions had a satisfactory result, the effect 
upon British public opinion would be such as very much to facilitate a discussion of 
the Straits question if it came up later on. I have no doubt whatever that, if as a 
result of the present negotiations, the British and Eussian Governments remained on 
good terms in Asia, the effect on British public opinion and on any British Government 
with regard to other questions, including this, would be very great. 

[E. GEET.] 

(^) [cp. conversation between Sir E. Grey and Count Benckendorff of March 19, supra, 
pp. 2R0-1. No. 258. The substance of Sir E, Grey’s remarks in this conversation was 
communicated to Count Benckendorff as a memorandum.] 


No. 269. 

-Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. NicoUon. 

F.O. 871/821. 

(No. 169.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 1, 1907. 

Count Benckendorff in conversation to-day expressed special satisfaction at 
Prince Billow’s reference to Anglo-Eussian negotiations. 

1 told him 1 thought his phrase that Germany must not live on the enmity of 
other nations amongst themselves was excellent. 

Count Benckendorff remarked that the expression Prince Billow had used about 
Persia was a little elastic. The words were translated in English to the effect that 
he claimed a “ fair field.” But the German word went a Uttle further, and implied 
rather “field to expand.” 

I pointed out that this was used only in the commercial sense. But I admitted 
that, as in the case of Morocco, a commercial sense sometimes had political 
consequences. 

It seemed to me that Germany was jealous of the way in which other Powers 
were settling their ^fiflerences with each other and improving their r^ations, while 
she was not settling any difficulties with smyone. 

I also observed that Germany might have an opportunity in crameetion with the 
Bagdad Eailway. That question might be settled in co-operation with Prance, Eussia, 
and ourselves. 

[16942] V 2 
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Count BenckendorfE admitted that such a settlement would be desirable, because 
as the Eailway would be a new through-route to the East it was bound to have 
political consequences. 

[I am, &c. 

E. GEEY.] 


No. 270. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private. (^) 

My dear Nicolson, Foreign Office, May 1, 1907. 

. . . . (^) The Eussians are taking a long time about Afghanistan. And it would 
be desirable, when we have all their proposals, to get our Persian line moved up so 
as to start from Zulficar. Otherwise, I foresee that people here will fasten upon the 
Clause respecting concessions in the neutral zone, and say that Eussia will take 
advantage of it to push a railway concession right up to the Afghan frontier on the 
side of Herat. 

It would, of course, have been better if we had stated at the beginning that our 
line should start at Zulficar, and I see the difficulty of raising the question now. 
But I think it might be done in return for some concession on our part about the 
Seistan telegraph. We might, for instance, agree to leave the control of the Meshed- 
Seistan line in Eussian hands as far as the limit of their sphere, reserving only the 
rest for ourselves. I must discuss this with the India Office. 

Lord Percy spoke to me the other day about Persia. He does not, so far as I am 
aware, know the conditions of our negotiations. But he told me that he was opposed 
to any division of Persia into spheres, on the ground that it would end in the Eussians 
pushing railways unopposed up to the beginning of our sphere. The Agreement would 
be valid only on paper : the Eussians would break it later on, when they were in a 
favourable position, after having taken advantage of it in the way he indicated. 

I do not in the least agree with this. I do not believe the Agreement will be 
broken if our general relations with Eussia are good : which I believe will be the 
result of the Agreement. 

And, if we have no Agreement, we shall soon have to choose between seeing 
the Eussians push communications right up to Herat and into Seistan, or anneying 
parts of Persia ourselves in order to prevent them. Each of these alternatives is an 
exceedingly undesirable thing. 

But I tell you what Percy said, in order that you may see the line of criticism 
which we may have to meet. 

I am strongly in favour of concluding the Agreement on the lines now laid down, 
and I believe it will do a great deal of good to both Countries. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. GEEY. 

(1) [Caxnook MSS.] 

(*) [The omitted paragraph refers to the Hague Peace Conference, and will be printed in 
the relevant chapter of a succeeding volume.] 


No. 271. 

Sir A. NiooUoji to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (*) 

My dear Grey, St. Peiershurgh, May 8, 1907. 

....(*) I do not share Percy’s views. Once we have come to an agreement with 
Eussia and have obtained hex signature, I do not consider it likely that she will disown 

(‘iprey MSS., Vol, 88.] 

' (*) [The first part of this long letter discusses the inadvisability of re-opening the quesMon 
of the boundary line of the Brittsh qihere.] 
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her engagements, it would not be in her interests to do so. Since the Japanese war 
her Asiatic policy has necessarily undergone a marked change, from an aggressive to 
a defensive one : and there are several other important considerations which curb her 
aspirations. 

I think that we can rely with confidence on 15 or 20 years of peace and breathing 
time : and in political affairs we cannot with safety look further ahead. If we regard 
Eussia as incurably smitten with bad faith, it would, I admit, be useless to make any 
agreements with her, and we should have to resign ourselves to a continuation of the 
former unsatisfactory relations. But, looking at all the circumstances, present and 
future, I think it was wise to come to an agreement. Doubtless it will take some time 
for the agents of Eussia, perhaps even for some of our own, to recognize and adapt 
themselves to a new order of things : but it will be a great gain to have a written 
agreement to which to appeal. As to Persia, I cannot conceive on what lines other 
than those which we have laid down, an agreement could have been reached. We 
hamper and bind no one but ourselves and Eussia. We both simply lay certain 
restrictions on our complete liberty of action, for the very righteous purposes of mutual 
good will and peace. Surely no one can object to this self denying action not even 
the Persians. We do not ask the latter to take any engagements, nor do we impose 
any limitations on their independence. They will remain after as before the agreement 
as free and unfettered as they themselves had permitted themselves to be. It is on this 
important point that the Anglo-Eussian agreement is differentiated from the Anglo- 
French agreement regarding Morocco. In the latter case we gave France a free hand 
to reform and reorganize Morocco and thereby implied a certain protective right of 
France over Morocco. In the present instance we expressly recognize the right of 
Persia to manage her own affairs ; we merely limit our own sphere of action : and I 
do not see how this procedure can be interpreted as a partition of Persia into spheres, 
in the sense in which that term is generally used. 

Pray forgive me for writing at such length and on matters on which you are so far 
better able to judge than myself. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. NICOLSON. 

P.S. — 1 should perhaps have mentioned that there^ might be an advantage of 
having an intervening neutral zone between the respective spheres, and thus avoid 
their being contiguous. 


No. 272. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/321. 

•(No. 180.) Confidential. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 14, 1907. 

I transmit to Yfour] E[xoellency] herewith copy of a despatch which has been 
received from H[is] M[ajesty'B] Ambassador at Con8tantinople(‘) reporting the 
substance of a private enquiry which has been made by Ghalib Pasha, Grand Master 
of the Ceremonies on the subject of the Anglo-Eussian negotiations. 

It will be seen from this desjwitch that Sir N. O’Conor is, appreheiisive lest the 
German Government should succeed in obtaining information from the Eussian 
Government with regard to what has passed between the British and Russian Govern- 
ments on the subject of the posmble opting of the straits of the Dardanelles to foreign 
ships of wax, and lest such information should be communicated to H[is] I[mperial] 
M[aj6ety] the Sultan. 

(^) [Not reparoduoed.] 
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The attention of the Russian Ambassador, who called at this office a few days ago, 
has been called to this danger and to the undesirable consequences which might ensue 
if the Sultan should be induced to lean still more upon the support of Germany or 
indeed actually conclude an alliance with that country. 

Count Benckendorff stated in reply that he fully realized the danger in question 
and that he would point it out to his Government. 

[I am, &c. 

E. GREY.] 


No. 273. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/321. 

(No. 273.) Confidential. Si. Peter^hiirgh, D. Mai/ 22, 1907. 

Sir, ‘ R. May 27, 1907, 

I mentioned to M. Isvolsky to-day that the Sultan of Turkey appeared to have 
been interesting himself in the scope of our negotiations, and I believed that the 
matter had been mentioned to Count Benckendorff in London. His Excellency said 
that he doubted if the Sultan had any inkling as to the question of the Dardanelles 
having been mentioned between the two Governments, and in any case it was quite 
impossible that any leakage had occurred from the Russian side on that subject. The 
Turkish Ambassador had, from time to time, enquired as to our negotiations, and he 
had always told Husny Pasha that they dealt merely with matters in Central Asia 
and Persia. 

1 have. &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 274. 

Sir C. Hurdinye to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private. (') 

My dear Nicn, h'ore'nju Ojjiva, Jidy 10, 1907. 

....(“) Your recent telegrams on Afghanistan are not reassuring. We canno^’ 
admit the possibility of Russian intervention in Afghanistan nor the limitation of our 
own right of intervention. They must trust us to act in a friendly way to them in 
our relations with the Ameer and to honestly endeavour to carry out the engagements 
which we have undertaken. It looks however as though the influence of the military 
party was again in the ascendent, and as if Isvolsky was no longer so keen to sign 
quickly owing to Stolypin being now more firmly in the saddle. Anxious as we are to 
conclude these long negotiations we feel that it would be a mistake to show too much 
“ empressement,” but I am sure you will realise that we cannot push questions through 
so quicMy as we have recently done when Parliament rises and the Cabinet is scattered 
in different directions. Recently we have left the Gov[ernmen]t of India entirely out 
of our account, and the questions which have arisen have been treated directly between 
us and the India Office, reference being made only to the Prime Minister and Lord 
Eipon. 

I think we may regard the Persian Convention as practically completed. We |iave 
referred to the India Office the last proposal for the deflection to Khaf of the frontier 
of the Russian zone and we have recommended its acceptance. I do not see what the 
Russians gain by bringuag Khaf into their zone, but it may be a nxatter of “ amopr 
.propre” with them. Also 1 do not see any particular disadvantage to us i» the 

(1) [Carnook MSS.] , / j ; 

(*) [The omitted paragraph refers to tiie procedure for the signing of the Oonvaafions.l 



295 


propoBal. This I think is the only outstanding point, as we are writing to you by this 
bag to say that we accept the modification in the drafting of Art[icle] V proposed by 
Isvolsky. 

As regards the tel[egraph] lines all we want is that our southern and central 
tel[egraph] lines may retain their connection with Tehran. To get the renewal of 
this concession we are willing to hand over the Tehran-Khanikin line and to renounce 
the section of the Meshed-Seistan line within the Eussian zone. If the Eussians are 
obstinate upon this point, we must retain the lines we now hold, except the Tehran- 
Meshed line, until the close of our concessions in 1925. I cannot think that they 
would like this. This question is however outside the Convention. 

Having practically finished the Eussian and Thibetan Conventions it will be a 
great pity if they are to be wrecked over the Afghan Convention, but we have to be 
firm in our treatment of Afghanistan, and any attempt at encroachment on our 
position in that country will only show that the Eussians have sinister designs for the 
future C) 

Yours ever, 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 

(“) [Thf crinclufling paragraphs arc of a purely fonnal character.] 


No. 275. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grci/. 

F.O. 371/847. 

(No. 871.) Confidential. 

Sir, St. Peternbiirfjh, July 10, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a memorandum which M. Isvolsky 
gave me today relative to the question of revising Treaty arrangements connected with 
the Dardanelles and the Bosphorous. His Excellency said that he had thought it as 
well to take note of the reservations which you had made in your memorandum of April 
last, and that his memorandum was in substance merely an acknowledgement of the 
receipt of your communication. 

I believe that a copy of the Eussian memorandum will be handed to you by Count 
Benckendorff. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 275. 

Memorandum communicated by M. lavoUM, July 10, 1907. 

Dans son memorandum du 26 avril(*) courant Sir E. Grey r4capitule les 
oonversations qu’il a eues avec le C[om]te Benckendorff relativement Sb une rfivision 
fiventuelle dee arrangements intemationaux existants pour le passage des d4troits et 
constate que la proposition originale formulae par notre Ambaesadeur k Londres 
n’excluait pas le droit de sortie de la Mer Noire pour les navires de guerre des autres 
Puissances riveraines de la Mer Noire et admettait 1’ usage des Dardanelles et des 
dStroits jusqu’a Tentrfie de la Mer Noire par toutes les Puissances sur un pied 
d’4galit6 oomplbte. 

Ne votdant pas discuter les conditions spfioiales d’une r4vision possible des trait4s 
sur lee d4troit», Sir E. Grey ne d4sire d'un c6t4 ni 4tre consid4r4 eomme li4 & 

C) lit W8» i«a% of fine 27th and enclosed in despatch No. 166 of May 1, to Sir A, Nicolson, 
V. tupra, pp. 2W-1, No. 268.] 
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une proposition speciale de solution de cstte question, ni, de I’autre, poser des 
maintenant des conditions qui empScheraient la discussion libre de toute proposition 
qui pourrait §tre faite a un moment opportun. 

Le Gouv[ernemen]t Imp[6rial] prend note des observations formulees par le 
Gouv[6rnemen]t de S[a] M[ajeste] B[ritannique]. Les deux premieres etaient d6j&. 
connues par les rapports du C[om]te BenckendorfE, et si elles n’ etaient pas 
mentionnees dans le memorandum du Gouv[ernemen]t Imp[6rial] du 14 avril, e’est 
que dans I’opinion de ce Gouv[ernemen]t elles se rapportaient S, des questions de 
detail qui pouvaient gtre laissSes ouvertes jusqu’au moment ou la revision des txaitSs 
8ur les detroits deviendrait possible. 

Le Gouv[ernemen]t Imp[4rial] constate avee le plus vif plaisir que dans les 
grandes lignes le point de vue du Go'Uv[ernemGn]t Eoyal sur cette question est 
conforme I, celui de la Eussie. Cette identity de vues ressort aussi du fait que le 
Gouv[ernemen]t Imp[erial] non plus ne desire pas gtre considSr^ dbs a present comme 
engage par une certaine formule de solution de la question des detroits. Mais il aime h 
esperer que quand le moment viendra de soumettre une proposition precise St la 
consideration du Gouv[ernemen]t Eoyal, il trouvera anpres de Lui un aeceuil [sic] 
favorable auquel le Gouv[ernemen]t Imp[erial] sera justifie de s’attendre aprls 
rechange de vues amical qui vient d’avoir lieu entre les deux Gouvernements. 

St. Petershourg, 

le 27 JuinjlO Juillet, 1907. 

MINUTES. 

The Euseian Gciv[enmien]t take note of your Pro-Memoria of April 27 reapeeting the right 
of exit from the Black Sea for vessels of war belonging to other Black Sea Powers than Euseia 
Sind respecting the use of the Dardanelles as far as the entrance of the Black Sea by all Powers. 

L. M. 

I think there is nothing in the Eussian memorandum to take exception to as placing a wrong 
construction upon anything in ours. M. Isvolsky does not refer to the fact that good relations 
in Asia were a preliminary condition to a discussion of the Straits, but that was clear in our 
memo[randu]m. 

E. G. 


No. 276. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beime. 

F.O. 871/347. 

{No. 291.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 31, 1907. 

I told Count Benckendorff to-day that I had received M. Isvolsky’s last 
Memorandum on the subject of the Passage of the Straits. (*) It was not put in a 
form which required any reply. 

I wished to observe, however, that both my M6moranda(®) on this subject had 
contemplated a friendly agreement about Asiatic questions, which should work well, 
as being a preliminary condition to any arrangement about the Straits. 

Count Benckendorff said it was quite understood that this was so. And I told 
him I had concluded that M. Isvolsky’s Memorandum assumed this, but as it was 
not explicitly mentioned I had made the observation. . 

[I am, &c.] 

E. G[EEY]. 

(*) [«. immediately preceding document.] 

(®) [v. eupra, pp. 280-1, No. 250, and pp. 290-1, No. 268, end.'] 
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No. 277. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beime. 

^.0. 371/326. 

(No. 300.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 6, 1907. 

Count BenckendorfE observed to me to-day that he hoped the fact that M. Isvolsky 
had been present at the meeting of the Tzar and the German Emperor(^) had not given 
rise to any apprehension in our minds that the discussions at the meeting were in 
any way prejudicial to the negotiations now proceeding, or to the good relations, 
between England and Eussia. 

He especially called my attention to the penultimate paragraph of the semi-official 
communique from St. Petersburg, in which the pending Convention between Eussia 
and Great Britain was referred to, and it was recognised that it would conduce in the 
highest degree to the peace of the world. 

I told him we understood perfectly that, Eussia and Germany being neighbours, 
ib was natural for them to have discussions and communications with each other. We 
relied on the Eussian Government to see that, in any communications which took 
place, she was not influenced to our prejudice by Germany in matters which affected 
Eussia and ourselves alone. 

Count BenckendorfE was certain that there was no danger of this. 

[I am, &c.] 

E. G[EEY]. 

(1) [This was the meeting at SwinemiJnde August 8-6, v. G.P., XXII, pp. 67-72.] 


No. 278. 

Mr. O’Beime to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, August 10, 1907. 
P.O. 371/326. D. 6-5 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 189.) E. 9 p.m. 

Interview of two Emperors. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs told me to-day that he desired to correct a statfement 
which had appeared in the press to the effect that he had communicated to Prince Billow 
terms of proposed Anglo-Eussian Agreements. He had communicated no details what- 
ever. He had informed Chancellor, as he had previously done, that the proposed 
A^ements did not in any way affect German interests, and he might tell me that 
Prince Billow seemed completely satisfied by this assurance. 

He had found the Prince equally conciliatory with regard to French policy in 
Morocco. His Highness expressed himself as quite contented with assurance conveyed 
by French Government to Prince Eadolin that France contemplated no action which 
would in^ge Algeciras Arrangement. His Excellency said that, generally speakmg, 
the gist of his conversation with Prince Bfllow was given in the communiqu4 
transmitted in my despatch No. 402, (*) and he seemed highly pleased with result of 
interview. 

(1) [This despatch, dated August 6, enclosed a translation of a oommuniqud issued throu^ 
the St. Petershurgh Teieew^o Agency, describing the interview. It referred to “ tiie Agreements 
about to bo concluded Wtween Busma and England " as “ contributing in the highest degree 
to the maintenance of general tranquillity.”] 
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MINUTE. 

TIls German Government are naturally delighted at French difficulties in Morocco. They 
anticipate that as these difficulties increase, the French will become more ^d more disgusted 
at their position and dissatisfied with an Agreement which has been so beneficial to Great Eritaic. 
and which brought them nothing but trouble. 

L. M. 

E. G. 


No. 279. 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/326. 

(No. 407.) St. Petersburgh, D. August 10, 1907. 

Sir, B. August 19, 1907. 

By my telegram No. 139(^) I have had the honour to report to you the substance 
of a statement made to me by Mr. Isvolsky this afternoon with regard to the recent 
meeting between the German Emperor and the Czar. I have not much to add to that 
report. Mr. Isvolsky made it clear that he desired to show His Majesty’s Government 
the courtesy of giving me some account of what took place. He said that before doing 
so he must first contradict a report which had appeared in the “ Neue Ereie Presse ” 
to the effect that he had communicated to Prince Bulow the terms of the proposed 
Anglo-Eussian Agreements. He had communicated no details on the subject. He had 
once more said that the Agreements were intended to remove possible causes of 
conflict between the interests of the two Powers in the regions adjoining their respective 
frontiers in Persia and Central Asia; and contained nothing which could affect the 
interests of Germany. 

His Excellency then went on to speak generally of what passed at Swinemiinde ; 
and his description was excessively oouleur de rose. He seemed to have found the 
Emperor William and the Chancellor in the most amiable disposition. Prince Billow 
had shown himself quite free from suspicions as to the aims of the pending negotiations 
between Great Britain and Eussia. His Highness had expressed himself as perfectly 
satisfied with the explanation given to him, as above described, by Mr. Isvolsky ; and 
he had stated that Germany’s only concern was that her commercial interests in 
Persia should be respected. I asked whether anything was said as to the Bagdad 
railway. His Excellency said no, and added that the Chancellor was as a rule not 
prepared to go into the details of any of the questions touched upon, which they 
treated only in their general aspect. 

Prince Biilow, His Excellency continued, had been equally well disposed in 
reference to the question of French policy in Morocco, and had intimated that the 
assurance given by Mr. Pichon to the German Ambassador, to the effect that France 
contemplated no action which would infringe the Algeciras settlement, was quite 
satisfactory to Germany. 

In general, Mr. Isvolsky said that the tenour of his conversations with the 
Chancellor was fairly represented by the communique given to the Press. I had the 
honour to transmit to you a translation of this communication in my despatch No. 
of the 6th instant. ; | 

1 have, 


(^) {v, immediately preceding document.] 



299 


No. 280. 

Sir Edicard Grey to Sir C. MacDonald 

F.O. 371/382. 

(No. 163.1 

Sir, F'oreign Office, August 14, 1907. 

I told the Japanese Ambassador to-day, when he communicated to me the 
Convention with Eussia,(‘) that our negotiations with Eussia were proceeding. We were 
agreed on the main lines. There were some pouits, however, which it was difidcrrlt 
to reduce to writing, and I doubted whether they could be arranged before next month. 

Eussia had said nothing more to us about Mongolia or the Chinese frontier, 
possibly because she had now succeeded in settling that with Japan. Our Agreement 
with Eussia would, therefore, relate only to Thibet, Afghanistan, and Persia. 

There had been a question of including the Persian Gulf in our Agreement, but 
it had been decided not to do that. It was thought better to limit the Agreement to 
regions in which no other Powers besides Eussia and Great Britain had any concern : 
and one side of the Persian Gulf was outside Persian territory 

But I reminded the Ambassador that we had made public declarations previously 
of our interests in the Gulf, and we should probably reaffirm them on our own behalf. 

[I am, &c.] 

B. G[EEY]. 

Cl tlio Russii-JnpanrKi' Convention of July 30, 1907. cp. mipra, pp. 285-D, Ed. note.] 


No. 281. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, August 20, 1907. 
P.O. 371/825. D, 2-5 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 164.) E. 6 p.m. 

Form of Convfjntion. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, in a Memorandum communicated to me, says 
Arrangements as to Persia axid Thibet should not be in the form of a Convention, as 
they treat in the first place of an independent country not a party to Arrangement, 
and in second place of a vassal of a third Power, He cites the case of our Agreements 
with France as to Morocco, Egypt, and Siam, which were Declarations, while New- 
foundland Question was a Convention. He considers we should of course maintain 
Preambles in both Arrangements, and sign for our Governments duly authorised thereto. 
These Arrangements would have exactly the same binding force as a Convention signed 
with full powers and ratified. He is also of the opinion that formal Conventions would 
annoy Persian and Chinese Governments, while an Agreement, Declaration or 
Arrangement simply defining the line of conduct which Eussia and Great Britain 
mutually agree to follow in regard to Persian and Thibetan questions would not have 
character of an encroachment on sovereign rights of Persia and China. 

As to Afghanistan, in view of its special position towards Great Britain, a 
Convention in due form can be concluded. 

Would you agree to Persian and Thibetan Conventions being termed “ Arrange- 
ments,” and signed by us as duly authorised thereto? As we will have to obtain consent 
of Ameer to terms of the Convention before it comes into force he cannot be ofiEended, 
and also we have charge of his foreign relations, 

MINUTE. 

; Our ydali, aa will be seen Irom 2178,{^) was that all 8 inatruments ®h[oiil]cl be <irawn in the 
most loims} way possible as " Oonventions,’' but I dm’t know that they are really more binding 

G) [This paper oontaina a telegram from Sir A. Nioolscm, No. 116 of July 1, 1907, enquiring 
11 to Ae form of the proposed agreements. Minutes were written on the subject by Mr. W. 
MayoSol, J4r. Maltet Sir 0. Harding; and Iio*d 0imd«;Bon wrote a letter upon the subject. 
Wese era tiot reproduoed as being teohwoal in ohamotar.] 
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than agreements or any less formal kind of understanding. If a Power wishes to disregard her 
obligations she will be just as ready to do so whatever they are called. It seems undesirable to 
argue about what is really only a matter of form, and I should advise agreeing to Sir A. Nicolson’s 
suggestion. It wiU put the instruments back into the shape they were originally drawn more or 
less but Sir A. Nicolson (who spoke to me about the question) may be safely left to settle the 
details. 

W. M. 

21 Aug. 


No. 282. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edivard Grey. 

F.O. 371/325. 

(No. 426.) St. Petersburgh, I). August 20. 1907. 

Sir, R. September 3, 1907. 

I wrote a private letter to M. Isvolsky in regard to the form in which the several 
Conventions should be drawn up, and I told him that His Majesty’s Government would 
wish that they should be signed by himself and me as Plenipotentiaries of our respective 
sovereigns and furnished with Ml powers. I said that as the instruments treated 
of questions of great importance and, in fact, laid down the bases on which the 
future relations of the two countries in Central Asia would m great measure be 
conducted, it would seem advisable that they should be cast in a formal shape. It 
was of especial importance that the preambles should be retained, and these, to my 
mind, would more naturally preface a Convention than an An-angement. 

M. Isvolsky, in conversation, had some doubts on the subject and subsequently 
embodied his views in an aide-memoire, of which I have the honour to transmit a copy. 

I have telegraphed to you on the subject, but this despatch will reach your hands 
after your decision has been received by me, and I therefore simply forward the 
document which M. Isvolsky has communicated to me. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 282. 


Aide-memoire. — St. Petersburgh, August 6, 1907. 

Dans la s4rie d’accords qui ont 6t6 conclus entre I’Angleterre et la France, un 
seulement a 6t6 revetu de la forme d’une Convention, celui qui concerne la Terre- 
Neuve et I’Afrique. 

II senablerait que dans les relations intemationales entre deux Etats il ne peut 
^tre question de Convention que lorsqu’il s’agit de droits rentrant dans l’id4e de la 
BouverainetS. En efiet, les accords anglo-franoais concemant les territoires sus- 
mentionnSs, sur lesquels les deux Etats ont respeetivement des droits souverains, 
forment I’objet d’une Convention, tandis que les actes ayant trait au Siam, au Maroo 
— ^Etats ind^pendants, — et &, I’Egypte — Etat vassal d’une tierce Puissance, — ^revStentla 
forme de declarations. Or, dans le cas actuel d’un accord & conclure entre I’Angleterre 
et la Eussie, il est & prendre en consideration que la Perse 6tant un Etat independent 
et le Thibet 6tant un Etat vassal d’un autre Etat independent — ^la Chine, les deux 
Parties Contraetantes n’ont sur ces regions aucuns droits souverain [sic] dont elles 
pourraient disposer S. leur guise. :<> 

Quant k la question du PrSambule, sa presence n’implique pas infivitablemenA 
forme de Convention et par cons4quent robligation de fairs ratifier I’aete 
dans kquel il se trouve— &, preuve I’accord russo-japonais qui vient d’etre sign4 le 
17/30 juillet il contient un PrSambule et n'a pas 6t6 muni de la ratification Imp4riale. 

Il n’y aurait done aucun inconvenient k ce que les arrangements projet4s mSme 
4tant qualifies de declarations, arrangements ou accords, oonservent leur pr4ambule, 
ddnt rimportance est incontestable. 

D’aiUenxB, au point de vue des intdrSts de r4ngleterre et de la Eussie, la 
prdfSrenM aceordSe & ces demiers termes sur celui de “ Conventions ” n’aurait aucun 



301 


caract&re prejudiciablej toutes css forni'es ayant la m&nae validite d’actes internationaux 
et engageant les Parties Contractantes les tines aussi bien que les autres. 

L’idde de la possibilite de conclure une Convention dans les questions persane et 
tbibdtaine devrait, semble-t-il, §tre absolument exelue. 

Une Convention ne pourrait h. la rigueur etre eonclue que par rapport a 
1’ Afghanistan, vu la situation spgciale de ce pays vis-a-vis de I’Angleterre. 

II est Jt noter en outre que les bruits ayant trait a 1’ accord anglo-russe reneontrent 
un intSrSt trbs vif en Asie ; sa publication est attendue anxieusement tant en Perse 
qu’en Chine, et si cet accord revet la forme solennelle d’une Convention cela froissera 
certainement les susceptibilitds Idgitimes des cercles gouvernementaux persan et 
chinois, qui pourraient prendre ombrage de la mani&re dont I’Angleterre et la Eussie 
disposent de leur pays, avec lesquels elles entretiennent d’dgal 5, dgal des relations 
diplomatiques directes. Au eontraire, une ddelaration, arrangement on accord, 
constatant purement et simplement la ligne de conduite que les deux Etats s’engagent 
mutuellement 5, observer dor6navant par rapport aux questions persane et thibdtaine, 
n’aurait pas le caractbre d’une atteinte aux droits souverains de la Perse et de la 
Chine et n’entrainerait pas de suites ddfavorables au point de vue politique. 

,^<iint-P6tershourg , le 6 aoilt, 1907. 


No. 283. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Ed7iiard Grey. 

F.O. 371/3‘2f5. St. Petersburgh, D. Auguitt 28. 1907, 9-50 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 1G3.) E. August 24, 1907, 8 a.m. 

Conventions and Agreements. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs proposes that there should be a general preamble and 
a single ratification for all instruments. General preamble would be in following 
terms : — 


“His Majesty the King, &c., and His Majesty the Emperor, &c.. animated 
with a sincere desire to settle by mutual consent different questions touching 
the interests of their States in the Continent of Asia, have resolved to conclude 
arrangements destined to prevent all causes of misunderstanding between Eussia 
and Great Britain in regard to said questions, and have named to that effect, as 
their respective Plenipotentiaries, namely, 

who, after having communicated their full powers, &c., have agreed on 
following : — 

“Then would come ‘Arrangement as to Persia’ with its special preamble 
and full text, then ‘ Convention as to Afghanistan ’ with its special preamble and 
full text, then ‘ Declaration as to Thibet ’ with its special preamble and full text 
and Arrangement as to Chumbi Valley. After these would come the following : 
‘ The present Agreements will be ratified, and ratifications exchanged at 
St. Petersburgh, as soon as possible. In faith whereof the Plenipotentiaries have 
signed present Arrangements, &c.’ ” 

By this means he considere he would avoid three ratifications, and the whole 
Arrangements form one instrument. He would like to know if you concur in this 
arrangement, and whether you would wish Arrangements as to Persia, Afghanistan, 
and Mbet signed also, or whether one signature at the end of the whole document 
after danse as to ratifications would suffice. 
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The idea seems a good one. Question of scientific missions in Thibet, and transfer 
of telegraph lines in Persia, would be settled by exchange of notes signed 
simultaneously. 

I should be grateful for reply by Tuesday next. 


MINUTES. 

The Afghan Convention is not to come into force until the Amir has consented to its terms. 
I do not know whether this would be an objection to the three arrangements being included in a 
single instrument with one signature. 

If we adopt the proposed general preamble I do not see how the special preambles of the 
Bussian and Afghan agreement as they now stand can be included, as they w[oul]d contain 
many repetitions of the words used in the general preamble. E.g. “ animated by a sincere 
desire ” occurs in the Persian preamble and “ being desirous of avoiding all cause of conflict etc ’’ 
is almost the same as “to prevent all causes of misunderstanding etc ” in the general preamble. 

W. E. 

Aug. 24. 


The Afghanistan Treaty does not come into force until the Ameer consents but that does 
not affect this question. 

The effect of adopting the Russian — ^for which the Treaty Dep[artmen]t can find no 
precedent — would be that all three agreements will stand or fall together and the only objection 
which I can see to this, is that if it is desired to introduce any changes into — say — the Persian 
agreement), it might open the door to proposals for changes in the other two agreements. 

Mr. R. Ritchie and Mr. Morley are away but there will be time to discuss this on Monday 
and I have asked Sir C. Hardinge to write his views. 

L. M. 


I will discuss this on Monday. 


E. G. 

25.8.07. 


The ratifying article should be called a “ Convention ” 
Convention sera ratifi^e.” 


and should read “ La present© 
E. G. 


No. 284. 

Sir A* NicoUon to Sir Edward Grey. 

B\0. 871/326. 

(No. 432.) St, Petershurghf D. August 24, 1907. 

Sir, E. August 27, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit, herewith, the French texts of the several Agree- 
ments as agreed upon between Monsieur Isvolsky and myself, including the Annexes. (^) 
His Excellency has still to secure the approval of His Majesty the Emperor and the 
interested Ministries, but I do not consider that any modifications will he made. Should 
any such occur I would at once telegraph them to you : and I would be gratefal if 
you would also inform me by telegraph or any alterations which you may wish inserted- 
Monsieur Isvolsky would be deeply sensible if your reply could be *^nt to mt 
as little delay as possible. ^ ’ t' 

As regards the Afghan Convention I have no remarks to make. With respect to 
Persia it was found most difficult to devise a clause which would render it quite dear 
that the localities through which the respective lines ran lay within the respective 
s|ffieres. I trust that the final clauses to Articles I and n will meet this difficulty to 
your satisfaction. 

(^) [The Preach text of the Agreement is printed iti/ra, pp. 618^20, Appendix I.] 
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An Annex, which provides for the transfer of the Tehran-Meshed and Meshed- 
Seistan telegraph lines, is also' sent herewith: and it will be signed simultaneously 
with the Agreements. In accordance with the Aide-mSmoire of the 12th of August, 
drawn up in London you expressed your approval of this arrangement provided that 
Ehaf was the point from which the British control was to commence. Monsieur 
Isvolsky considers that if he and I simply sign this Annex it will be sufficient, without 
any interchange of Notes, and I venture to agree with him but would be grateful for 
your concurrence by telegraph. 

I have informed Monsieur Isvolsky that, though it does not form part of our 
agreements, we expect to receive an assurance from the Eussian Government that 
they will adopt a friendly attitude towards the prolongation of some British telegraph 
concessions, and I reminded him of our^mmunication that we would be prepared to 
concede the rights we possess over the Tehran-Khanikin line. He said that he would 
send me a communication assenting to this in principle, but that the Eussian Govern- 
ment were awaiting information as to the financial position &e of the Tehran-Khanikin 
line and could not go further than the above at present. I should be glad to be 
informed if His Majesty’s Government would be satisfied with this. I should be 
sorry to delay signature of the Conventions in regard to a matter outside their scope. 
The Eussian Government will of course write me a Note in reply to mine regarding 
scientific missions in Thibet. Monsieur Isvolsky, on second thoughts, considers that 
it would be best to describe the agreement as to Thibet as an “arrangement” and 
not as a “ Declaration ” so as to bring it into conformity with that respecting Persia. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 285. 

Sir Edward Orey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/325. Foreign Office, August 27, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 165.) D. 6-30 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 168 and despatch 432 r6Ceived.(^) We agree to one general 
Preamble and one ratification, but in that case there must be one instrument styled 
a convention since it includes one of that category and two agreements. The Eatif^g 
article should therefore run : — “ La pr^sente Convention sera ratifide etc.” Eussian 
draft, as worded, implies separate ratifications for each, which is what they wish to 
avoid. 

In sixth line of general Preamble substitute “ Eussia and Gr[6a]t Britain” for 
“Their States” and in eighth line substitute “Them” for “Eussia and Gr[ea]t 
Britain.” 

And in Article III of Persian agreement, last paragraph we prefer “ dans lee 
limites ” to “ en de^a.” 

We do not attach great importance to tiiese amendments. 

It is of course understood that in our copy of Instrument Great Britain should 
throu^out be mentioned before Eussia. 


(’•) [». supra, pp. 301-3, Nos. 288-4.] 
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No. 286. 

Sir .4. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh , Ai\gfist 28, 1907. 
F.O. 371/325. 2-35 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 172.) R- 4 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 165. 

M[inister for] F[oreign] A[fEairs] agrees to insert in ratifying articles the words 
“ the present convention will be ratified etc.” 

As to amendments in general preamble of 6th and 8th lines he pointed out that 
“ Them ” (with capital T) would indicate sovereigns and it could not be said that any 
misunderstandings could exist between the sovereigns. He pressed for the retention 
of Eussian text and I agreed as you mention you do not attach great importance to 
the matter. 

As to Article III of Persian agreement he is anxious as we are to make meaning 
quite clear but in french ‘ ‘ dans les limites des lignes ’ ’ would not be clear. He 
suggests “ dans les regions ” designated in Article I and Article II. In these Articles 
the word “regions” is used and there would then be no doubt that concessions in 
our respective zones are maintained. I hope you will agree. I have no doubt we shall 
sign on Saturday but cannot tell till this evening which alternative council will accept. 
Council is to be held this afternoon. 


No. 287. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

P.O. 371/325. 

Tel. (No. 168.) Foreign Office, August 28, 1907. 

Your telegram 172. (’) 

We agree. 

P) [w. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 288. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (‘) 

My dear Grey, St. Petersburgh, August 80, 1907. 

I cannot refrain, on the eve of the signature of the Convention, from writing a 
line to thank you most sincerely for the kind support you have given me throughout 
these negotiations, and for the considerate manner in which you have always acted 
towards me. Your guidance and advice have been invaluable. 

I do not think that the opponents can knock many holes in the Convention : and 
if it be loyally executed on both sides, a great improvement should come over our 
relations with Eussia. I wish that M. Iswolsky would steel his heart and stiffen his 
back against press criticisms. At present he is over anxious to propitiate the papers — 
especially the “ Novoe Vremya.” He has acted most loyally to us throughout, and I 
have not detected the slightest attempt to take an unfair advantage. The game has 
been played most fairly. I was pleased that you sent him a kindly message. He was 
much gratified. I have written a letter to Hardinge which doubtless he will send on 
to you. 

Y[ou]rs sincerely, 

A. NICOLSON. 

(») [Grey MSS., Vol. 88.] 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

THIBET. 

I.-THE BRITISH EXPEDITION TO THIBET, 1903 - 1904 . 

[ED, NOTB.— Aggression and unneighbourly conduct on the part of the Thibetans on the 
borders of Silddni led to the Convention between Great Britain and China signed at Calcutta 
nn March 17, 1890. The first three Articles defined the boundary between Sikkim and Thibet, 
recognised Sikkim as a British protectorate, and bound the signatories to prevent acts of aggression 
from their respective sides of the frontier. Articles IV-VII (.1. £ P. (1904), LXVII, (Cd. 1920), 
p. 793) were as follows : — 

IV. The question of providing increased facilities for trade across the Sikkim-Tibet frontier 
will hereafter b(' discussed with a view to a mutually satisfactory arrangement by the 
High Contracting Powers. 

V. The question of pasturage on the Sikkim side of the frontier is reserved for further 
examination and future adjustment. 

VI. The High Contracting Powers reserve for discussion and arrangement the method in 
which official communications between the British authorities in India and the 
authorities in Tibet shall be conducted. 

VII. Two Joint-Commissioners shall, within six months from the ratification of this 
Convention, be appointed, one by the British Government in India, the other by the 
GhintiSf' KcHiilont in Tibet. The said Commissioners shall meet and discuss th(‘, 
questions which by the last three preceding Articles have been reserved. 

The reserved questions were settled by Begulations regarding Trade, Communication and 
Pasturage on the Sikkim-Thibet frontier, signed on December 5, 1893, by British-Chinese 
Joint Commissionors. (Text in /I. d P. (1004), LXVTI, pp. 80B-9.) The relations of the 
Government of India with Thibet, which were in no way improved by the Convention, arc 
described in .1. it P. (1904), LXVTI, (Hd, 1020 and Dd. 2054), and (1005), LVIll, {Ocl 2370). 
Trade was impeded, letters from the Viceroy were unanswered, and Eussian intrigues were 
suspected. In a despatch dated January 8, 1903, the Government of India argued that British 
interests were “ seriously imperilled .... by the absolute breakdown of the Treaty arrangements 
hitherto made through the medium of China, by the obstructive inertia of the Tibetans themselvijs, 
and still more by arrangements freshly concluded with another Great Power to our detriment,” 
and urged the despatch of an armed commercial mission to Lhaasa and the appointment of a 
Resident. (^) On February 27, 1903, the British Government replied that they could not sanction 
the scheme till the Russian Government had further defined its policy* On April 8 the Russian 
Ambassador informed Lord Lansdowne that Russia had made no Convention regarding Thibet and 
hod no intention of sending agents or Missions there. A meeting of Chinese,, Thibetan and Indian 
Representatives at Khambajong (the first post across the Thibetan frontier) was authorised on 
April 29, and Colonel Younghusband was selcctf'd as British Commissioner* The Thibetan 
delegates, however, declined to negotiate and the arrival of the Chinese Amban appeared 
uncertain. In these circumstances an advance to Gyangtsc was sanctioned in the fallowing 
telegram : — 

The Becretanf of State for India to the Oovemment of lndia.(^} 

F.O. China 1747. 

Tel. Foreign Office, November 6, 1903* 

Foreign Secret. Tibet. His Majesty^a Gbvernment feel that it would be impossible not to 
take action in face of the recent t^onduct of the Tibetans. They therefore sanction the advance 
of the rhission to Gyangtso; but they are clearly of opinion that this step should be taken purely 
for the purpose of obtaining satisfaction, that it should not be allowed to load to occupation, or any 
form of permanent intervention in Tibetan afairs, and that it should withdraw as soon as 
reparation is obtained. They consider the action proposed necessary, but the question of enforcing 
tr^0 facilities must be considered in reference to the above decision, and His Majesty’s Government 
are not prepared to establish a permanent mission in Tibet.] 

(B [A. d P, (1904), LXVII, (Od. 1920), p. 941.] 

(2) [Paraphrased in A. S P. (1904), LXVII, (Cd. 1920), p. 1080.] 
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No. 28'J. 

The Marquess of Lansdownc to Mr. Spring-Rice. {') 

I'.O. China 1747. 

(No. 330.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 17, 1903. 

The Eussian Ambassador paid me a visit to-day, (") and at once spoke in earnest 
terms of the effect which bad been created in Eussia by tlxe announcement tliat 
Major Youngbusband’s force was about to advance into Thibet. He was instructed 
to remind me of the statement which be bad made to mo on April 8 as to the 
manner in which the Eussian Government regarded the Tibetan question. They 
could not help feeling that the invasion of Tibetan territory by a British force was 
calculated to involve a grave disturbance of the Central Asian situation, and it was 
moat unfortunate that at the present moment when we(“) were about to enter into an 
amicable discussion of our relations at the various points wEere British and Eussian 
interests were in contact, an event of this kind so calculated to create mistrust on 
the part of Eussia should have occurred. Count Benckendorff wished mo however 
to understand that the despatch which be had received bad crossed, and was 
therefore not an answer to the telegram in which be bad communicated the statement 
which I bad made to him on the 7th instant as to the j)OBition of affairs in Thibet, 
and the steps which H[iB] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] bad determined to take. 

I expressed my great surprise at the excitement which the announcement 
seemed to have created. 1 had, 1 said, already pointed out to His Excellency that 
Tibet was on tlie one baud in close geographical connection with Ixrdia, and, on 
the other, far remote from any of Eussia’ s Asiatic possessions. Our interest in 
Tibetan affairs was therefore wholly different from any which Eussia could have 
in them. I reminded Count Benckendorff that I had already explained to him that 
we had received the greatest provocation at the hands of the Tibetans who had 
not only failed to fulfil their Treaty obligations but had virtually refused to negotiate 
with us. They had even gone the length of returning the letters which we had 
addressed to the authorities at Lhassa, and more lately they had seized and, as 
wo believed, barbarously put to death tw'o British subjects, they had also carried off 
the transport animals which had been ])rovidod for the uso of the Commission. 
We had always been reluctant to entangle ourselves in quarrels with the Thibetans, 
but our forbearance had, I was afraid, led them to believe that we could be 
ill-treated with impunity. I was firmly convinced that the Eussian Government 
would not have shown as much patience as we had and that they would have been 
at Lhassa by this time. 

I felt bound to add that it seemed to me beyond measure strange that these 
protests should be made by the Government of a Power which had all over the world 
never hesitated to encroach upon its neighbours when the circumstances seemed 
to require it. If the Eussian Government had a right to complain of us for tailug 
steps in order to obtain reparation from the Tibetans by advancing into Tibetan 
territory what kind of language should we not be entitled to use in regard to 
Eussian encroachments in Manchiiria, Turkestan, Persia (and elsewhere). 

Count Benckendorff (apparently found some difficulty in offering a rejoinder: 
he) asked me whether I had any objection to his saying that we had approved of 
the advance into Tibetan territory with reluctance and only because circumstances 
had made it inevitable and that our sole object was to obtain satisfaction for the 
affronts which we had received from the Tibetans. 

(>) [Quoted in 4. et P. (1904), IjXVII, (Cd. 1920), pp. 1084-6. The passages placed in 
round brackets are there omitted 

(aj [The report of this conversation should be compared with that given of an important 
interview on November 7, n* Gooch Tempcrleyt VoL 11, pp. 222-4, No. 258.] 

(«) |ln the published version this reads : when the Eu^ian Government were, as 1 was 
aware, disposed to enter into . . * 
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I said that I had no objection to his making such a statement. (He endeavoured 
to induce me to authorize him to say that we had no intention of bringing about 
an alteration of the status quo hut I objected to committing myself to a statement 
so vague and liable to misrepresentation, and I insisted upon our absolute right to do 
what we were doing )('^) 

[I am, &c.] 

L[ANSDOWNE]. 

(‘1 [For the latter part of this dcRpatch, which docs not deal with Thibet, v. supra, ch. XXV, 
pp. 1H3-4, No. Ifll (a).] 


No. 290. 

The Marquess of Lansdovme to Sir C. Scott. 

P.O. China 1748. 

(No. 166.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 13, 1904. 

In thii course of my conversation with the Euasian Amb[aBBado]r this afternoon, 
His Excellency referred to our Tibetan expedition. The news of our collision with 
the Tibetans had reached Count Lamsdorffi, but did not seem to him to alter the 
situation. What really mattered in his opinion was the results which might follow 
from Colonel Younghusband’s Mission. Count Benckendorff asked whether I would 
authorize him to repeat the statements which I had made to him on a former 
occasion upon this subject. I replied that I had no objection to his saying that in 
my view nothing had happened to modify the objects with which we had originally 
determined to send Colonel Younghusband’s Mission into Tibetan territory. (*) 

I am, &c. 

LANSDOWNE. 

MINUTE BY KING EDWABD. 

App[rove]cl. — E.H. 

(1) [Published in 4. P. (lOOR), LVIll, (Cd. 2370), p. 450. Cd. 2370 continues the 
correspondence from April 13 until December 1904.] 


No. 291. 

The Marquess of Lansdovme to Mr. Spring~Rice. 

P.O. Eussia 1677. 

(No. 190.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 10, 1904. 

The Eussian Ambassador communicated to me to-day the substance of a 

telegram which he had just received from Count Lamsdorff, 

It was to the following effect : — ■ 

‘ ‘ The Imperial Cabinet was glad to note the intention of the British 
Government to establish relations on a basis of mutual confidence between 
Eussia and Great Britain. This intention would be manifested in a specially 
valuable manner by the communication of a Memorandum respecting the affairs 
of Thibet, such as I had mentioned to Count Benckendorff. As soon as the 
Imperial Government had received the Memorandum in question, they were 
prepared on their side to declare formally that they would abstain from all 
opposition to the Ehedivial Decree of which the draft is annexed to the Anglo- 
Erench Agreement of the 8th April." 

[16942] X 2 
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I was obliged, owing to an engagement in the House of Lords, to leave his 
Exeelleney immediately after he had eomniunicated this statement. I saw him, 
however, later in the afternoon, and told him that I saw no reason why we should 
not arrive at an understanding upon the basis of his communication. With this 
object I gave him the following outline of the assurance which T should be prepared 
to give him in regard to our Thibetan policy, provided he wore able to give me an 
equally satisfactory assurance with regard to Egypt. 

In order to avoid all risk of misunderstanding, I gave his Excellency a 
Memorandum, which ran as follows : — 

“ In their telegram to the Government of India of the bth November, 1S)()B,(‘) 
His Majesty’s Government, in sanctioning the advance of Coloiicl Young- 
husband’s Mission to Gyantse, announced that they wore clearly of opinion that 
this step should not be allowed to lead to the occupation of Thibet or to 
permanent intervention in Thibetan affairs. 'Fhey stated that the advance was 
to be made for the sole purpose of obtaining satisfaction, and that, as soon as 
reparation had been obtained, withdrawal would bo ofb'cted. They ad<led that 
. they were not prepared to establish a permanent Mission in Thibet, and that 
the question of enforcing trade facilities in that country was to ho considered 
in the light of the decision conveyed in the. telegram. 

“Your Excellency has inquired whether the opposilion which has been 
offered to the Mission by the Thibetans has in any way modified the policy 
thus described! 

“ I am able to tell you, in reply, that His Majesty's Government still 
adhere to it; though it is obvious that their action musti to some extent tioi)end 
upon the conduct of the Thibetans themselves, and that His Majesty’s 
Government cannot undertake that they will not depart in any eventuality 
from the policy which now commends itself to them. They desire, however, to 
state in the most emphatic terms that so long as no other Power endeavours 
to intervene in the affairs of Thibet, they will not attempt either to annex 
it, to establish a Protectorate over it, or in any way to control its internal 
administration.’’ 


I told his Excellency that if I gave him an usHuraiuie in these terms I should 
expect him to give me an assurance that Jiussia would offer no opposition to us in 
Egypt. His Excellency said that he presumed that I meant that .Russia should 
say to us what France had already said. I replied that that was exactly my idea, 
and I showed his Excellency Article 1 of the Declaration respecting Egypt and 
Morocco, and suggested that the Russian Government should repeat what had been 
said on the part of the French Government in the second paragraph of that Article. 
Count Benckendorflf pointed out that this paragraph went somewhat further than 
anything which I had as yet said to him on the subject, for France had not only 
given her adhesion to the Khedivial Decree, but had declared that she would not 
obstruct our action by asking that a limit of time should he fixed for the British 
occupation, or in any other manner. His Excellency thought that the Russian 
Government might object to a wider pledge of this description, particularly as 
nothing was said of such a pledge in the Circular which we had sent to the Powers. 
That , Circular had referred only to the Khedivial Decree. I pointed out to his 
Excellency that the assurance which I had just offered to him conditionally with 
regard to Thibet dealt not only with the present situation, hut with remoter 
eventualities in a maimer which must he highly satisfactory to the Russian 
Government, and I thought it only fair that if the concluding paragraph of our 
assurance was to stand, the assurance of the Russian Government should be on all 
fours with that which we had received from the French Republic. His Excellency 

(^) [v. supraj p* S05, Bd. note.} 
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promised that he would at once communicate what had passed between us to the 
Russian Government. 

I told his Excellency in the course of our conversation that, owing to the 
aggressiveness and obstinacy of the Thibetans, His Majesty’s Government had 
authorized the Government of India to advance to Lhassa, unless within a specified 
time the Thibetans came to terms with us at Gyantse. This resolve on our part 
did n.ot, however, denote any new departure so far as the principles of our policy 
were concerned. 

I am, (fee. 

LANSDOWNE. 


No. 292. 

Sir C. Ilardituie to the Marquess oj Lansdoione. 

F.O. China 17,49. 

(No. 274.) St. Petershurgh, D. May 30, 1904. 

My Lord, E. June 7, 1904. 

I have the honour to report that Monsieur Bompard, the French Ambassador, 
called on me today and informed me that at an audience which he had had with the 
Emperor last week His Majesty had talked to him of the negotiations in progress in 
London respecting Thibet, and had complained of the ambiguity of the penultimate 
sentence of the memorandum which Your Lordship had proposed to give to Count 
Benckendorff. Monsieur Bompard added that he had not seen the text of the memo- 
randum in question, but that, with a view to encouraging more friendly relations with 
the Russian Government, and to removing the apparent distrust of the intentions of 
His Majesty’s Government, with which the Emperor was evidently inspired, it would 
be very desirable to find some turn of phrase which might remove the suspicions of 
the Russian Government without in any way compromising the policy of His Majesty’s 
Government. He laid stress on the fact that it was a very unusual proceeding on the 
part of the Emperor to discuss with an Ambassador a question relating to a third 
country and that it was a proof of the impression which it had made on Hie Majesty. 

I showed to Monsieur Bompard the text of the memorandum contained in Your 
Ijordship’s despatch No. 190 of' the 10th instant, (') and I explained to him that it was 
solely from honesty of purpose that Your Lordship had inserted in it a reserve that gave 
His Majesty’s Government a certain liberty of action in the event of circumstances 
unknown at present, necessitating in the future any modification of their present 
policy, but that I considered that the Russian Government had every reason to be 
satisfied with the very emphatic assurance contained in the last sentence of the 
memorandum. 

Monsieur Bompard, while fully recognising the loyalty of the motives which had 
inspired Your Lordship in making the reserve to which objection is taken,' again 
impressed, upon me the good effect which would be produced here by a satisfactory 
solution of this question, and ,I quite agree with him in this view, especially at this 
moment when the news of the recent defeat of the Russian troops at Kinchau has 
caused such disappointment and bitter humiliation. If it is possible by the turn of a 
phrase or the omission of the sentence to satisfy the Russian Government without 
compromising the policy of His Majesty’s Government, I have no doubt that this course 
win already have been followed by Your Lordship before this despatch reaches 
your hands. 

I have, fee. 

CHARLES HARDINGE. (*) 


X 8 


[16942] 


(*) [«. immediately preceding document.] 
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MINUTE. 

Sir C. Hardings was told in our telfegram] of June 3(^) that in a note to the Russian 
Amb[assado]r the assurances given on May 10 had been repeated : also that it had been explained 
to H[is] E[xcellency] that the reservation was indispensable. 

W. L. 

L. 

(®) [v. infra, No. 293, note (').] 


No. 2‘)3. 

The Marquess of Lansdorme to Sir C. Hardinge.{^) 

F.O. China 1749. 

(No. 224 A.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 2, 1904. 

I addressed to Count Benckendorff to-day in writing a communication to the 
following effect in regard to Thibet, IT[i8] E[xcellency] having upon several occasions 
expressed a hope that our policy towards that country would not be altered by recent 
events. 


“ Your Excellency has enquired in the cotirse of recent conversations whether 
the opposition which has been offered to the British Mission to Tibet has in any 
way modified the policy of Ilis Majesty’s Government in regard to that country 
as described in their telegram to the Government of India of the 6th of 
November, 1903. (*) 

”H[is] M[ajesty’s] Gov[ernmen]t announced in that tele^am that in 
sanctioning the advance of Col[onel] YounghuBband’s Mission to Gyantse, they 
were clearly of opinion that this step should not be allowed to lead to the occupa- 
tion of Tibet or to permanent intervention in Tibetan affairs. They stated that 
the advance was to be made for the sole purpose of obtaining satisfaction and that, 
as soon as reparation had been obtained, withdrawal would be effected. They 
added that they were not prepared to establish a permanent mission in Tibet, and 
that the question of enforcing trade facilities in that country was to be considered 
in the light of the decision conveyed in the telegram. 

"lam now able to tell you that n[i8] M[aje8ty’s] Gov[ernmen]t still adhere 
to the policy thus described, though it is obvious that their action must to some 
extent depend upon the conduct of the Tibetans themselves, and that H[is] 
M[ajeBty’s] Gov[ernmen]t cannot undertake that they will not depart in any 
eventuality from the policy which now commends itself to them. They desire 
however to state in the most emphatic terms that, so long as no other Power 
endeavours to intervene in the affairs of Tibet, they will not attempt either to 
annex it, to establish a protectorate over it, or in any way to control its internal 
administration.” 

[T am. Ac.] 

LfANSDOWNE.] 

MINUTE BY KING EDWAEB. 

A pp[rove]d. — E.R. 

(>) [The substance of this despatch is given in Tel. No. 139 of June 8, 1904, to Sir 0. Hardinge 
(1.0, China, 1749).] 

(“) [7J. supraf p. 805, Ed. note,] 
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No. 294. 

Sir C. HanUnge to the Marquess of Lansdoume. 

St Peterslurgh, June 14, 1904. 
F.O. China 1749. D. 7 '39 p.m. 

Tel. (Unnumbered.) E. 9 p.m. 

Austrian Ambassador was informed bj Minister for Foreign Affairs on 10th June 
that he is now quite satisfied with assurances given by your Ijordship respecting Thibet, 
and convinced of the loyal policy of His Majesty’s Government in Macedonia. 


No. 295. 

Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.(f) 

F.O. China 1749. 

(No. 304.) St. Peterslurgh, D. June 20, 1904. 

My Lord, E. June 27, 1904, 

In the course of conversation with Count Lamsdorffi the day before yesterday I 
alluded to the question of Thibet. I reminded him that he had told me on more than 
one occasion that the British expedition to Thibet had made a very deep and disturbing 
impreesion on public opinion in Eussia, and I asked whether in view of the satisfactory 
assurances which had been given by Your Lordship to Count Benckendorff it would 
not be possible to calm any agitation that may still possibly exist by communicating 
in some form or other to the Press the substance of Your Lordship’s memorandum. 

His Excellency replied that the idea was a good one and that ho would consider 
whether something in that sense might not be done. He expressed himself as satisfied 
with Your Lordship’s clear and conciso declarations as to British policy in Thibet and 
trusted that His T^tajeety’s Government paid no more attention to the reported existence 
of a convention between Euseia and Thibet. He remembered very well the arrival 
of the Thibetan mission at Yalta and he could assure me that no political questions 
were discussed, the relatione between Eussia and Thibet being of a purely religious 
nature due solely to the largo numlwr of Eussian Buriats who regarded the Dalai 
Lama as their Pope. 

I remarked that it was not surprising that suspicions should have been raised in 
India and elsewhere by the despatch of a miesion to Eussia from Thibet and by the 
reported presence and influence of Monsieur Dorjieff at Lhaesa, but that I felt sure 
that His Majesty’s Government accepted with confidence the official assurances given 
by Count Benckendorff on the 8th of April 1903(®) that the Eussian Government had 
concluded no Convention relating to Thibet with Thibet, China or any other Power 
and that the Eussian Government had no Agents there nor any intention of sending 
an Agent or a Mission to Lhassa. 

T Ti o A Aro 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 


MIHUTB. 

I am not sure that tiiis was a very wise proposal on Sir C. Hardinge *s part, but he has made 
it and the Buesian Oov[emmen]t is free to publish the deolar[atio]n if they think ht. 


(^) [Part printed A, P. (1©05)> LVIIIi {Cd. 2BT0), p. 478,] 
(*)[cp, sttpra, p* SOS, Ed* mU*] 
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No. 296. 

Government of India to Colonel Young hush and. {^) — (Repeated to 
Secretary of State for India.){^) 


F.O. China 1750. Simla, June 26, 1904. 

Tel. Foreign. Secret. E. ]OT) p.m 

We are not yet in a position to send final instructions as to terms which should be 
demanded when negotiations begin, but are posting to-day copy of despatch to Secretary 
of State discussing the question. Points on which His Majesty’s Government have so 
far authorised negotiations are stfited in telegrams from Secretary of State dated 6th 
November(’) and 30th November, 1903. Despatch containing following proposals : — 

(1.) We have explained that it may be necessary to post Eesident at Lhasa, but 
on this point final opinion reserved pending receipt of your views after 
arrival at Lhasa. Failing this, it has been suggested that Agent be posted 
at Gyantse with right of proceeding to Lhasa, as occasion may require, to 
discuss matters with Amban or Tibetan Officials. Latter arrangement 
would be accompanied by reservation of right to post Agent at Lhasa 
should Tibetan Government hereafter abandon attitude of isolation from 
European Powers ; 

(2.) That we require from Tibetans and Chinese formal recognition of exclusive 
(British ?) political influence, and engagements not to admit to Tibet 
representatives of, not to cede any portion of Tibetan territory to, and not 
to enter into relations about Tibet with, any foreign Power without previous 
British consent; 

(3.) That we demand indemnities from both Tibetans and Chinese. We have 
not discussed amount in Despatch, but think it should be at rate of 
100,000?. for every month from date of attack on Mission at Gyantse on 
4th May until one month after signature of Convention, one month’s 
instalment to be paid down, and guarantee taken for future payment: 

(4.) That Chumbi be occupied for requisite period as security for payment of 
indemnity and fulfilment of treaty: 

(5.) That all fortified positions which might impede communication between 
Lhasa and frontier be razed, and no arms be imported or manufactured 
without British permission : 

(6.) That trade marts be established at (a) Gyantse, (h) Shigatse, (c) Lhasa, 
in event of Agent being posted there, (d) at Gartok in Western Tibet, and 
(e) at other places, as may hereafter be found suitable in Eastern Tibet; 

(7.) That details, including trade regulations, terms of Customs Duties, raining 
rights, and Sikkim and Garhwal boundary settlements stand over till after 
discussion with Tibetans. 

These demands, you should clearly understand, have not yet been approved by 
His Majesty’s Government, and you should confine yourself to ascertaining how they 
are likely to be regarded without committing Government to them. If you have any 
suggestions to offer as to other ways of securing reparation and satisfaction, the 
Government of India will be glad to learn them and to receive your mature opinion 
on policy recommended in draft despatch. 

G) [A paraphrased version ia published in A. P. (1905), LVIII, (Cd. 2870), p. 480.] 

(*) [Communicated to the Foreign Office, June 27, 1904.] 

(’) [ti. supra, p. 305, Ed. note.] 
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No. 297. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir M. Durand 

P.O. China 1750. 

(No. 126 a.) 

. _ Foreign Office, June 29, 1904. 

The American Ambassador said a few words to me today on the subject of the 
situation which had arisen in Thibet. He assumed that we still regarded Thibet 
as a part of the Chinese Dominions, and that we did not desire to alter the status 
of the country in that respect. I said that His Excellency’s supposition was correct, 
and that we had indeed from the first endeavoured to work through the Chinese 
Government, although unfortunately without much success. 

In reply to a further question from His Excellency, I told him that the keynote 
of our policy was sounded in the telegram sent by the Secretary of State for India 
to the Viceroy on November 6th 1903, and published in the Thibetan Bluebook.(^) 
The conduct of the Thibetans had, as His Excellency was aware, obliged us to 
advance to Lhassa, and I could not take upon myself to say what terms it would 
be necessary for us to impose upon the Thibetans or how soon it would be possible 
for us to withdraw the Mission. The general principles of our policy remained 
however unaffected by these events. 

I am, &c. 

LANSDOWNE. 

(’) fii. Hiipra. p. :^nr), Ed. nafr. Thn " Bin,- Boole ” is A. (t B. (10041, LXVII, (Cd. 1920) anrl 
iho donument on p. lOftl).'] ’ 


[ED. NOTE . — On Junci 30, 1904, tlu‘ GoviArmnont of India sent a long despatch to the 
Secretary of State for India in Council “ regarding the conditions of the settlement of our 
relations with Tibet.” The despatch was forwarded to the Foreign Office for their information^ 
and a copy is preserved in F.O. Chinn 1750. A large part of it was subsequently published in 
A. ct P, (1905), LYIIT, (Od. 2370), pp. 49I'*^7. The first ten pnragrapliK of this document are of 
the most gi'ueral interest. Paragraphs 1-Z were, printed substantially in full, and deal with the 
mission to Thibet of Colonel (F?ir Francia) Tounghusbanrl, and the deaira!)ility f)f establishing a 
British liepresentativB at Lhassa. Paragraph 4 continues the disouasi<m of the latter subject, 
and the first part of it may be quoteel hero in full, as it contains some references of irnportan(»e 
to Russian policy in that region. 

4. “It is evident that, if our objects are not to be frustrated from the outset, the trade 
arrangements at the marts which wc propose to secure must be super visemI by a British officer, 
Clause 1 of the Trade Regulations of 1898 permitted the posting of such an official at the place 
then selected, and wc now regard it as a matter for regret that no us(‘ was ever made of this 
provision. But the need for such an appointment is based also on considerations of a wider 
nature. It is now more than a year since we receiyed and reported circumstantial rumours of 
Russian Agreements with or about Tibet. We believe that those reports were by no means 
groundless. But when confrontexl with a demand for a categorical statement of their intentions, 
the Russian Government, unprepared at once to assert the position they desired, declared after 
long delay and some hesitation through their Ambassador that tVuTO existed “ no Convention 
about Tibet, either with Tibet itself, or with China, or with any one else, nor had the Russian 
Government any Agents in that country, or any intention of sending Agents or Missions there.” 
Their policy, it was added, “ ne viscrait le Tibet en aucun ca^.” On the strength of these 
explicit disclaimers, His Majesty’s Government announced in May 1908 that they were unable 
to approve a suggestion that w*e should endeavour to change for the permanent location of a 
Political Agent in Tibet. “ In the opinion of His Majesty’s Government,” it was explained, 
“ the responsibilities and complications which such a political outpost might entail outweigh 
any advantage to be derived from it under the conditions now known to prevail, and the assurances 
recently received by the Foreign Office remove the apprehensions which were previously 
entertained of a development of political influence by Russia in that country. 

We do not wish to belittle the practical and immediate value of these disclaimers. We are 
unable, however, to ^ar© view of His Majesty’s Government that Count Benckendorfl’s 
declaration removes aH groimd for apprehension of the development of Russian political influence 
in these regions. We will not here reiterate the proofs which we hold undoubtedly to exist of a 
steady endeavour on the part of Russia to cultivate political influence by unofficial means.” 

The reat of ^is section continues this subject in greater detail, and is of less generdl 
interest^ 
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Paragraphs 6-7 deal with the desirability of obtaining " practical guarantees ” for nnrrying out 
any convention that may be ooneluded. A substantial part of these sections is printed in the 
Parliamentary Paper. 

Paragraphs 8-9 deal further with the reasons which had prevented the appointment of a 
representative m Thibet. 

This part of the despatch closes with paragraph 10 which contains the following statement : 

But whether or not a British Agent is established m Tibet, wo consider that recent events justify 
our requiring from the Tibetans and from the Chinese Government a formal recognition of our 
esolusive political influence in Tibet, and an ■engagement that they w'ill not admit to Tibet the repre- 
sentative of, that they will cede no portion of Tibetan territory to, and that they will enter into no 
relations regarding Tibet with, any other foreign Power, without the previous consent of the British 
Government.” (A. <& P. (1905), LVIII, (Cd. 2370), p. 496.) Much of the remainder of the 
despatch is already published, and it is not of sufficient importance to require detailed 
notice here.] 


No. 298. 

Convention hetwce^i Great Brifam and Thibet. Siffned at Lhassa on 

Sepfemher 7, 1904. 

Convention heticeen Great Britain a)id Thibet. 

Whereas doubts and difficulties have arisen as to the meaning and validity of 
the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 1890, and the Trade Eegulations of 1893, and as to 
the liabilities of the Tibetan Govisrnment under these agreements; and whereas 
recent occurrences have tended towards a disturbance of the relations of friendship 
and good understanding which have existed between the British Government and the 
Government of Tibet; and whereas it is desirable to restore peace and amicable 
relations, and to resolve and determine tlie doubts and difficulties as aforesaid, the 
said Governments have resolved to conclude a Convention with these objects, and 
the following articles have been agreed upon by Colonel F. E. Younghusband, C.I.E., 
in virtue of full powers vested in liim by His Britannic Majesty’s Government and 
on behalf of that said Government, and Tjo-Saug Gyal-Tsen, and Ga-den Ti-Eimpoche, 
and the Eepresentatives of the thuncil, of the three monasteries Re-ra, Dre-pung, and 
Ga-den, and of the ecclesiastical and lay officials of the National Assembly, on behalf 
of the Government of Tibet. 


I. 

The Government of Tibet engages to respect the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 
1890 and to recognise the frontier between Sikkim and Tibet as defined in Article I 
of the said Convention, and to erect boundary pillars accordingly. 


II. 

The Tibetan Government undertakes to open forthwith trade marts to which 
all British and Tibetan subjects shall have free right of access at Gyantse and Gartok, 
as well as at Yatung. 

The Eegulations apjrlicable to the trade mart at Yatung, under the .Anglo- 
Chinese Agreement of 1898, shall, subject to such amendments as may hereafter be 
agreed upon by common consent between the British and Tibetan Governments, 
apply to the marts above mentioned. 

In addition to establishing trade marts at the places mentioned, the Tibetan 
Geyeimnient undertakes to place no restrictions on the trade b^ existing routes ftnd 
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to coneider the question of establishing fresh trade marts under similar conditions if 
development of trade requires it. 


III. 

The question of the amendment of the Kegulations of 1893 is reserved for separate 
consideration, and the Thbetan Government undertakes to appoint fully authorised 
delegates to negotiate with representatives of the British Government as to the details 
of the amendments required. 


IV. 

The Tibetan Government undertakes to levy no dues of any kind other than 
those provided for in the tariff to be mutually agreed upon. 

V. 

The Tibetan Government undertakes to keep the roads to Gyantse and Gartok 
from the frontier clear of all obstruction and in a state of repair suited to the needs 
of the trade, and to establish at Yatung, Gyantse, and Gartok, and at each of the 
other trade marts that may hereafter be established, a Tibetan Agent who shall 
receive from the British Agent appointed to watch over British trade at the marts in 
question any letter which the latter may desire to send to the Tibetan or to the 
Chinese authorities. The I’ibetau Agent shall also be responsible for the duo delivery 
of such communications and for the transmission of replies. 


VI. 

As an indemnity to the British Government for the expense incurred in the 
despatch of armed troops to Lhasa to exact reparation for breaches of treaty 
obligations and for the insults offered to and attacks upon the British Commissioner 
and his following and escort, the Tibetan Government engages to pay a sum of 
^ Five hundred thousand — equivalent to Rupees seventy-five laklis — to the British 
Government. 

The indemnity shall be payable at such place as the British Government may 
from time to time after due notice indicate whether in Tibet or in the British districts 
of Darjeeling or Jalpiguri, in seventy-five annual instalments of Rupees one lakh 
each on the Ist January in each year, beginning from the 1st January 1906. 


VII. 

As security for the payment of the above-mentioned indemnity, and for the 
fulfilment of the provisions relative to trade .marts specified in Articles 11, m, IV, 
and V, the British Government shall continue to occupy the Ghumbi valley until the 
indemnity has been paid and until the trade marts have been effectively opened for 
three years, whichever date may be the later. 


vm. 

The Tibetan Government agrees to raze all forts and fortifications and remove 
all armaments which might impede the course of free communication between the 
Ppi^iiah frontier the towns of Gyantse and Ijhftsa, 



316 


IX. 

The Government of Tibet engages that, without the previous consent of the 
British Government, — 

(a.) no portion of Tibetan territory shall be ceded, sold, leased, mortgaged or 
otherwise given for occupation, to any Foreign Power; 

(6.) no such Power shall be permitted to intervene in Tibetan affairs; 

(c.) no Eepresentatives or Agents of any Foreign Power shall be admitted to 
Tibet; 

(d.) no concessions for railways, roads, telegraphs, mining or other rights, shall 
be granted to any Foreign Power, or the subject of any Foreign Power. 
In the event of consent to such concessions being granted, similar or 
equivalent concessions shall be granted to the British Government; 

(e.) no Tibetan revenues, whether in kind or in cash, shall be pledged of 
assigned to any Foreign Power, or the subject of any Foreign Power. 


X. 

In witness whereof the negotiators have signed the same, and affixed thereunto 
the seals of their arms. 


Done in quintuplicate at Lhasa this 7th day of September in the year of our 
Lord one thousand nine hundred and four, correeponding with the Tibetan date, the 
27th day of the seventh month of the Wood Dragon year. 


F. E. Ydunghttshand, Colonel^ 

Brituh Commift, nonet. 


Tibet Frontier Commission. 
(Seal of British Oommissinner.) 


(Real of the Balai Lama aflixr'd by the 
Oa-don Ti-Rimpoche.) 


(Seal of 
CDuneil.) 


(Seal of the 
Dn'pun^ 
Monastt'r.v.) 


(8oal t)r 
Sora 

ATonastory.) 


(Seal of 
(hidon 
Monastery.) 


(Soal of 
National 
AHHombly.) 


In procpoding to tho signiituro of the Convention, dated this day, the represen- 
tatives of Great Britain and Tibet declare that the English text shall be binding. 


F. E. YouNrmuHBAKi), ColaneA, 

BrifiHh Commifiitioner. 


Tibet Frontipr Commission. 
(Seal of British Oommiasioner.) 


(Seal of the Dalai Laxna affixed by tht' 
(la-don Ti-Bimpoobe.) 


(Si^al of (Beal of th(^ (Seal of (Seal of (Beal of 

Gountdl.) Drepunj? Sera Gadon National 

Monastery.) Monastery.) Monastery.) Aasf^mbly.) 

Ampthill, 

Viceroy and Gnu ernor ^General of India, 


This Convention was ratified by the Viceroy and Governor-General of India in 
Council at Simla on the eleventh day of November, a.d. one thousand nine hundred 
and four. 


S. M. Fbasbk, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreign Department, , 
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Dcclaratiov i^igncd hy His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India and 
(cpycndcd to the ratified Convention of 7th Sej^temher 1904. 

His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, having ratified the 
Convention which was concluded at Lhasa on 7th September 1904 by Colonel 
Younghusband, G.I.E., British Commissioner for Tibet Frontier Matters, on behalf of 
His Britannic Majesty’s Government; and by Lo-Sang Gyal-Tsen, the Gaden 
Ti-Eimpochi, and the representatives of the Council, of the three monasteries Sera, 
Drepung, and Gaden, and of the eccleeiastical and lay officials of the National 
Assembly, on behalf of the Government of Tibet, is pleased to direct as an act of 
grace that the sum of money which the Tibetan Government have bound themselves 
under the terms of Article VI of the said Convention to pay to His Majeety’s 
Government as an indemnity for the expenses incurred by the latter in connection 
with the despatch of armed forces to Lhaea, be reduced from Es. 75,00,000 to 
Rs. 25,00,000; and to declare that the British occupation of the Chumbi valley shall 
cease after the due payment of three annual instalments of the said indemnity as 
fixed by the said Article, provided, however, that the trade marts as stipulated in 
Article TI of the Convention shall have been effectively opened for three years as 
provided in Article VT of the Convention ; and that, in the meantime, the Tibetans 
shall have faithfully complied with the terms of the said Convention in all other 
respects. 

AMPTHTLL, 

Viceroy and Governor General of India. 

This detdaration was signed by the Viceroy and Governor General of India in 
Council at Simla on the eleventh day of November, a.i). one thousand nine hundred 
and four. 

S. M. Fbasbe, 

fiecrctary to the Oovernmont of India, G) 

Foreign Departmejit. 

(1) 11‘ublinlu'd in n.h'.HJ'., Vol. 08 (1908), pp. 148-51, and in .4. ti (ISXIKI, OXXXVl, 
(Cd, 3088), pp. 12‘.i--0, The text was laid before both Houses of Parliament in. Augu.st 1906, 
though the Blue Book, Cd. 2370, roeountiug events, wus published in 1905, and iuoludes a oep;y 
of the text of the Convention, 4. <6 P. (1906), LVllI, (Cd. 2370), pp. 548-50. The text printed 
above is that of thn British original preserved in the Foreign Offiuo.J 


No. 299. 

jSir 0. Hardinga to the Marquess of Lavsdowne. 

F.O. China 1762. 

(No. 471.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. September 28, 1904. 

My Lord, B. September 26, 1904. 

Count LamsdorfE mentioned to me yesterday, though expressly stating that he 
spoke unofiBcially, that the publioation in the “Times” of the Treaty which His 
Majesty’s Government had concluded with Tibet had made a generally bad 
impression, since its terms were inconsistent with the assurances contained in the 
memorandum given to (Count Benekendorff(') and constituted a virtual protectorate 
over Tibet. To my remark that it was quite impossible to satisfy people in 
Eussia who were always predisposed to be discontented however sincere or honest 
England might be in her actions, he replied that it was not so much in Eussia as 
from abroad that he had received this impression. He understood that His Majesty’s 
Government had imposed an indemnity which it would be impossible for the 
Tibetans to pay, and that the occupation of the Chumbi valley would thus be 


(») [c. supra, p. 810, No. 298.] 
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indefinitely prolonged. Particular exception was taken to Article 9 by which no 
commercial concessions of any kind were to be granted to foreigners in Tibet without 
the consent of Great Britain, and such a clause could only be regarded as an 
interference in internal affairs and as a virtual protectorate. Count Lamsdorff at 
the same time stated that he had not yet had time to study the question. 

I told Count Lamsdorff that I had not yet received from Your Lordship the 
text of the Treaty and was not therefore iri a position to express an opinion, but 
that it seemed to me absurd to talk of a Protectorate of Tibet when there would 
not be a single political Agent in the country nor any British troops except for the 
temporary presence of small detachments in a very distant corner of the country. 
The indemnity of half a million sterling could hardly be smaller and if the Tibetans 
observed their other Treaty obligations I did not imagine that His Majesty’s 
Government would be hard on them. As for foreign concessions, whether 
commercial or otherwise, in Tibet, His Majesty’s Government fully realised the 
danger, from past experience in other semi-civilized and barbarous states, of not 
hermetically closing the door to them, and that such a measure was only in 
accordance with Your Lordship’s declaration to Count Benckendorff of the 
determination of His Majesty’s Government to oppose the intervention of any 
Foreign Power in Tibet. I added that it was useless to prolong the discussion of a 
Treaty of which neither of us knew the authentic text. 

The French Ambassador alluded to this question in conversation with me this 
morning and stated that it was article TX of the text of the Treaty tfilegrai)hed 
from Pekin which had specially irritated Eussian public opinion and that from the 
Eussian point of view the tost of whether the present Treaty establishes a 
protectorate over Tibet will be decided according to whether that country is to be 
reserved to British enterprise to the exclusion of foreigners, or whether concessions 
are to be equally denied to British subjects. 

I have, &c. 

CHAELES HAEDINGE. 


No. 30f). 

.Sir E. Satow In the Marquena of Lunudowue. 

Peking, Septemher 23, 1904 
F.O. China 1752. I). 7-10 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 206.) E. 8 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 138(‘) : Thibet negotiations. 

I saw Prince Cbing 23rd September. With him was Wu. 

Prince says that, since telegram quoted in Government of India’s telegram 
18th September was sent, Amban has reported receipt of two letters from Colonel 
Younghusband which completely remove from the mind of Chinese Government all 
impression that Chinese suzerainty (is) diminished. 

Had these been known of at the time they would not have dispatched their 
telegram. They do not object to Convention being signed with the Thibetans, but 
Article IX, which they see is intended as a safeguard against Eussia, creates 
difficulties for them as infringing the most-favoured-nation rights of other Powers. 
(I discern German Minister’s cloven hoof in this.) 

They are ready to let Convention stand, as it is but desire to have the 
issurances contained in Colonel Younghusband’s two letters embodied in Adhesion 
Agreement, and also some explanation of Article IX, which would obviate difficulties 

(^) [Not reproduced. It instructs Sir E. Satow to point out to the Chinese Government that 
by asking tibeir adhesion to the Lhassa Convention Great Britain reoogniased Chinese suzerainty 
over Ilhibet, and to repeat the warning, already given by Colonel Younghusband to the Amban, 
as to the extent of Chinese respmaibiHty if she pressed her rights as suzerain to extremes.] 
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alluded to. Prince will take two or three days to consider what form this should take 
before telegraphing to Amban, and will at the same time communicate it to me for your 
Lordship’s information. I explained that this course would save a week’s time. 

Wu wished me to offer suggestion as to its wording, but I declined on the 
ground that I had no instructions to give advice on such a point. It was for the 
Chinese Government to state their wishes. 

Prince also said that they proposed to send an experienced official as speedily 
as possible to Thibet to place things on a proper footing, as the conduct of Dalai 
Lama had created great confusion, and it was desirable also to establish commercial 
relations on a suitable basis. This functionary, however, would not supersede 
Yu-tai, in whose ability he had entire confidence. He was anxious that this action 
should not be misconstrued by His Majesty’s Government, and therefore acquainted 
me with proposal in advance. I said I thought His Majesty’s Government would 
have no objection provided that it did not cause delay in the negotiations regarding 
the signature of Adhesion Agreement. (“) 

(Sent to India.) 


(“) [Oil Septembur 2!) Sir E. Satow reported thut the' flhineso Government admitted tliat 
their anxiety in regard to the diminution of Chinese suzerainty had been set at rest by Colonel 
ITounghusband ’s declarations. All they wanted was the addition of some clause embodying these 
declarations, and also some explanation of Article IX which would obviate difficulties about the 
infringement of the moat-favoured-nation rights of other Powers. In April 1906, an Adhesion 
Convention was drafted by the Government of India; but alter ^vearisome negotiations lasting 
throughout 'the year the Chinoso Government was informed that the British Government 
considered it useless to continue them. On January 20, 1900, the Chinese Government 
reopened the discussions by presenting a draft which formed the basis of the Convention signed 
on April 27, 1906.] 


No. 301. 

The Marij[ues8 of Lansdoutme to Sir C. Hardinge. 

P.O. China 1752. 

(No. 344.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 27, 1904. 

The Eussian Charg6 d’Affaires called upon me today, and said that he had 
been instructed to speak to mo upon the subject of the recently concluded Agreement 
between Great Britain and Tibet, the text of which had appeared in the “Times” 
newspaper. The Convention had created an unfavourable impression at 
St. Petersburg, and seemed to the Eussian Government to contain provisions 
inconsistent with the assurances which I had given to the Eussian Ambassador 
with regard to Tibet upon the 2nd of June.(‘) M. Sazonow referred particularly to 
Article VII, under which it was stipulated that, in order to secure the punctual 
discharge of the obligations contracted by Tibet, British troops were to remain in 
occupation of the Ghumbi Valley for three years at least, or possibly a longer 
period. As to this, M. Sazonow pointed out that I had told Count Benekendorff 
that Colonel Younghusband’a Mission was not to be allowed to lead to the 
occupation of Tibet, and as Ghumbi was Tibetan territory the Eussian Government 
were at a loss to understand how we could justify the Article in question. 

I told him that I adhered to everything which I had said to Count 
Benokendorff in the communication to which he referred, and that I believed that 
the recently concluded arrangement contained nothing inconsistent with it. I 
called his attention to the fact that my pledge as to the occupation of Tibet was 
qualified by words in which I had explained that our action must to some extent 
depend upon the conduct of the Tibetans themselves, and I said that as the Tibetans 
had subsequently misconducted themselves in the most serious manner — so much so 
that we had been compelled to advance to Lhassa itself in order to obtain reasonable 

(i) [». mpra, p. 810, No. 293.] 
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terms — it would have been easy for us to claim for ourselves the right to reconsider 
our proposals and to modify them materially. We had however remained faithful 
to our original policy, and the temporary occupation of Tibetan territory which was 
now proposed was resorted to only for the purpose of obtaining a guarantee for that 
reparation which we had from the first aimounced our intention of obtaining. I 
had not yet had time to confer with the Secretary of State for India, but I 
understood that discussions were still proceeding as to the amount of the indemnity 
and the length of the period over which its payment was to be spread; M. Sazonow 
might however take it from me that nothing was further from our intentions than 
to name a sum which it would be altogether beyond the power of the Tibetans to 
provide, or so to arrange matters as to give ourselves a pretext for the permanent 
annexation of Thibetan territory. 

M. Sazonow went on to say that Article IX of the “Times” version appeared 
to be also contrary to our pledges, because it gave us a virtual protectorate over 
the country and a control over its internal administration. T said that although 
the account given by the “Times” of the Convention was no doubt in the main 
correct, it was I believed, slightly misleading in one or tw'O passages, particularly 
in the case of Article IX. Article IX, as I understood it, was a kind of self- 
denying ordinance wdiich affected ourselves as well as other Powers. We had no 
desire to annex Tibetan territory or to intervene in Tibetan afiairs, or to have 
political representatives in the country, but it must be clearly understood that other 
Powers were to be placed under a, similar disability. I made however no secret 
of the fact that, owing to the geographical position of Tibet, it was absolutely 
necessary that Great Britain should bo the tutelary Power, and should occupy as 
such a predominant position with regard to Tibetan affairs. M. Sazonow said that 
he quite understood that we should desire to exclude political representatives of 
other Powers, but did we also desire to exclude 'the commerce of those Powers? 
What would, e.g., happen if a foreigner were to apply for a concession to make a 
road or to open a mine in the country? 1 said that if there was any question of 
making roads in the neighbourhood of the Indian frontier it was obvious that we 
could not allow the intervention of foreigners. Without having the acttial words 
of the Convention before me, 1 could not say how foreign merchants would be dealt 
with, but we certainly could not permit tlie appearance of foreign representatives 
in the guise of commercial agents. I asked M. Sazonow whether I was to understand 
that Eussia had any deshe to establish such agencies. He said that he believed 
she had no intention of doing anything of the kind, Init that he had been instructed 
to question me upon the point. 

As he appeared inclined to insist that the Convention was open to criticism 
because it gave us a predomuiant position with reference to Tibet, I begged him to 
compare the extreme moderation of our present proposals with the arrangements 
which had actually been made in other parts of the Par Bast, eg,, by Germany in 
regard to Shantung, by Russia in the case of Majichuria. I said that if he 
would be good enough to refer to the agreement finally concluded in the latter case, 
he would find that the terms insisted upon were of a very different character from 
those with which we had been content. 

I ended the conversation by repeating that we had every intention of loyally 
carrying out the assurances .which I had given on behalf of His Majesty’s 
Government, but that those assurances must be interpreted in a reasonable manner. 
We should never have given them if we could have imagined that they could have 
been interpreted as precluding us from requiring from a barbarous adversary the 
very modest securities which we were taking for the fulfilment of the obligations 
which that adversary had assumed. 

[T am, Ac.] 

L[ANS1>0WNE]. 
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No. 302, 

The Marquess of Lansdowhe to Sir E. Satow. 

N.O. China 1752. Foreign^ Office , September 29, 1904. 

Tel. (No. 142.) D. 6 P.M. 

Your tel[egram] No. 207 of Sep[tember] 26. 

Tibetan Convention. 

i think it should be possible for you to re-assure Chinese Government and to 
eonvince them that they need have no misgivings as to effects of Convention on 
Treaty rights, of foreign. Powers. 

Chinese suzerainty is scrupulously respected and no appropriation of Tibetan 
territory is involved by temporary occupation of Chumbi Valley pending payment of 
indemnity which will be fixed at an extremely moderate amount and made repayable 
within a short term of year?. 

As to claims of foreign countries you can say that Convention does them no harm 
whatever. The new trade marts will be open to all lawful trade and the tariff 
dues will be the same for all imports and exports no matter of what origin. 

As to Article IX British predominance is essential owing to geographical position 
of Tibet. In reply to objection of foreign Powers on ground that convention infringed 
m[ost-]f[avoured-]n[ation] t[rcatment] clauses you can refer Chinese Government 
to instances of similar special ai-rangements between limitrophe countries — and 
Sikkim Treaty of March 7, 1890, (') Article TV, and I to VI of regulations appended 
thereto, December 5, 1893(-) ; also Burma Treaty of March 1st, 1894, Article VIII. (“) 

Version of convention published in Press here is somewhat misleading as to above 
points. 

In these circumstances you should press Chinese Government to give their early 
adhesion. It would be most unfortunate if despatch of Special Envoy should involve 
further delay. 

(*) [Printed in B.F.S.P., Vol. 82 (1889-20), pp. 9-11. The date is then' aiven as 
March 17, 1890.] 

(2) [Printed in B.F.S.P. , Vol. Hfi (1892-;>), pp. 12:W-7.] 

C) [Printed in B.F.S.P., Vol. 87 (1894-5), pp. 1:111-9.1 


No. 308. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

F.O. China 1752. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 20, 1904. 

I am desired by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 17th instant upon the subject of the Tibet Convention. 

Lord Lansdowne has carefully considered Mr. Brodrick’s observations with regard 
to the proposal that H[is] M[aje8ty’s] G[overnment] should accept a reservation 
to .the effect that Article IX of the Convention shall not be so interpreted as to 
deprive other Powers of their rights under existing Treaties. This reservation was. 
Lord Lansdowne believes, first suggested by himself as a convenient means of 
disarming the opposition of the other Powers. Having regard however to the corres- 
pondence which has since taken place. His Lordship is, upon the whole, inclined to 
think that it might be preferable to accede to the view expressed by the Government of 
India in their tel[6gram] of Oct[ober] 10, and to decide that no further mention of the 
reservation should be made to the Chinese Government until the Government of India 
has had a full opportunity of discussing the whole question with Colonel Younghiisband, 
and laying before the Secretary of State their mature opinions upon the subject. 
Lord Lansdowne thinks it quite possible to maintain in a general way that the 
privMeges secured to Great Britain by the Convention do not in fact involve any 
denial of the rights secured to other Powers by their Treaties with China. But the 
extent of those rights and their existenesj so far as Thibet is concerned, is open to 
[16942] V 
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question, and Mr. Brodrick will probably agree with His Lordship in thinking that 
a discussion upon the subject is to be deprecated at the present time. There is 
however no doubt that Germany and other Powers are entitled to most-favoured- 
nation treatment in China, and His Majesty’s Government have repeatedly admitted 
that Tibet is a dependency of China. Their demand for the adhesion of the Chinese 
Government to the Agreement affords in itself evidence that this has been their 
position, and they are therefore ])recduded from now using any arguments founded 
upon a contrary hypothesis. It would, in these circumstances, probably be better to 
defend the Agreement on the ground that the only special privileges which it secures 
for Great Britain are those wliich she has a riglit to cdaim as tlie Power whose 
geographical position entitles her to a preponderating political influence in Tibet, and 
that the exercise of these privileges, as described in the Hraft Convention, is not likely 
to have results injurious to other Powers. 

In Lord Lansdowne’s opinion, it would be safer to adopt this line of argument, 
rather than to offer the suggested reservation with regard to the Treaty rights of 
other Powers. The evidence available seems to show that, in point of fact, the 
Treaties which have hitherto been executed by China with foreign Powers have not 
been operative in Tibet, and it might therefore be inadvisable to admit even by 
implication that such Powers at this moment possess any rights in that country in 
virtue of their Treaties with China. Such an admission would not improbably lead, 
as the Government of India apprehends, to a claim on the part of the Powers to bo 
given the right of appointing Agents in Tibet with a position corresponding to that 
of the British Agents who will 1)0 appointed to watch over British interests in the 
Tibetan marts. 

With regard to the negotiations for obtaining the adhesion of China to the 
Agreement, Lord Ijansdowne remains of opinion that these should take place at 
Peking, and he suggests for Mr. Brodrick's consideration that it would not be 
advisable to proceed with them until the terms of the Agreement between the Govern- 
ment of India and Tibet have been finally settled. 

[I am, fe. 

P. A. CAMPBELL.] 


[ED, NOTE . — Furtlier negotiaiions botwcon Groat Britain and Bussia weto interrupted 
th© War- During this period, atiorn 2 >tft wt'ro made to Htunire tlm a<lUesion of China Uy thrj 
liiassa Convention concludod with Thibet on ^SeiUeinhor 7. TIk'hd were not sucjcessful at th© time, 
but wero renewed at the end of leOa, and resulted, as shown below, in the eonclusion of a 
convention on April 27, 1006, infra, pj). '}2.vr>. No. 305 and end. 

At th© beginning of 1906 Anglo-Russian conversations were resumed, as is shown in the 
despatch below to Mr. Spring-Uic;e.(i) The conversation recorded here followed an interview 
between Count Benckendorff and Sir (\ Hardinge on the 2nd at which the former oommunioated 
seme information which Count Lamndorff had received from Peltin with reference to the Anglo- 
Chinese negotiations. Sir G. Hardinge informed Count Benckendorff that the information was 
“purely imaginary,” and the despatch to Mr, Spring-Rice of January 3, infra, p. 828, No. 804, 
shows that Sir Edward Grey confirmed this. The following paper indicates the character of 
these rumours : 

Paper given to Sir C. Hardinge by Count Benckendorff. 

F.O. 371/176. January 2, 19Q6. 

Principoa do Tarrangement. Ne pas apporter de modification au rdgim© 

politique du Thibet. Oommentaires founds 
par Lord Lansdowne : tels que : 

1. Thibet atix Thibetains. 

2. Exclusion des “Puissances y oompris 

lAngl©terre.“ 


(^) [cp. also Sir C. Harding© ’s despatch Ho. 82 to Sir B. Grey of January 6, 1906, infra f 
pp. 32^3^ Appendix III,] i 
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Renseignemenis de Peking. 

1. Chins ne pent prsndro auoune part dans 
I’adniinistration du Thibet sans entente 
pr^alable aveo Angleterre. 


2. Privilfege exclusif pour Angleterre do 
ohem[in] de fer, exploitation mindrale et 
entreprises de Bommerce. 

3. Ne pas entrotcnir do forces arinecs an 
Thibet, une obligation pareille pour Angli'torro. 

4. N’admeltre la participation d’ancuiio 
autre Puissance ni sujets strangers dans les 
affaires du Thibet. 


Mes observations. 

Est une nouveaute (? )au privilege 
Anglais. 

Constitue iinmixion Anglaise et apporte 
modification au regime politique interieur. 
Intdgritd Chinoi.se. 


Do momc privilege Anglai.s. 


Modification du rbgimo politique antorieur. 
Ijiniitation irintogritd Cbinoiso. 

D’apriis le comnicntaire deLordLansdoivne 
devrait otre y oompris I’Anglcterre et Ics sujets 
Anglais. 

Jan. 2, ’06.] 


No. 304. 

Sir E (heard Grey to Mr. Syring-Rice. 

F.O. 371/176. 

(No. 11.) 

Sir, • Foreign Office, January 3, 1906. 

The Ruasian Ambassador read to mo today a memorandum of what Lord 
Lansdowne had said to him with regard to the effect and intention of the British Treaty 
with Tibet. I told him that things still remained in the same position, and that the 
negotiations with China had related eolely to China’s adhesion to the Treaty with 
Tibet to which Lord Lansdowne had referred. Wo were not making new stipulations 
with China, but simply asking her to countersign what Tibet had agreed to, and the 
question had in no way changed since Lord Tiansdowne spoke to Count BenckendorfE. 

[I am, te.] 

E[DWAED] G[EEY]. 


No. 805. 

Sir E. Satow to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. mifm. 

,'No. 195.) Peking, D. April 28, 1906. 

Sir, R. June 18, 1906. 

I have the honour to forward an original of the Convention signed yesterday in 
English and Chinese by the Chinese Plenipotentiary Mr. Tong Shoa-yi and myself 
providing for the adhesion of China to the Lhasa Convention of 7th September 1904. 
The other original copy is retained in the archives of His Majesty’s Legation. As 
the terms of this document have been discussed in the telegrams which have been 
exchanged between your 0f5.ee and His Majesty’s Legation it seems unnecessary to 
offer any explanation of the form, which it has taken. 

I add also a copy, and am sending to the Indian Government a copy of both the 
English and Chinese texts. 

I enclose also copies of the exchange of Notes signed at the same time, by which 
the Chinese Government undertakes not to employ any forei^er in Tibet in any 
capacity, and of a private letter, which I gave to Mr. Tong at his request, embodying 
the verbal declaration I wae authorized to make, that His Majesty’s Government would 
[16942] T 2 
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not offer any objection to the employment of foreigners for the next 12 months in 
connection with Customs organization. 

I may add that after our signatures had been af&xed and we had congratulated 
each other on the termination of a negotiation which from first to last has been 
conducted in a perfectly amicable manner and without any difference of opinion on 
matters of principle. Mr. Tong assured me that the terms of the Convention were 
regarded by His Majesty the Emperor as entirely satisfactory. 

I have. &c. 

EENEST SATOW. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 805. 

Convention hoticcen Great Britain and China (') 

Whereas His Majesty the King of Great Britain and Ireland and of the British 
Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, and His Majesty the Emporor of China 
are sincerely desirous to maintain and perpetuate the relations of friendship and good 
understanding which now exist between their respective Empirtis ; 

And Whereas the refusal of Tibet to recognise the validity of or to carry into 
full effect the provisions of the Anglo-Chinese Convention of March 17th 1890 and 
Kegulations of December 5th 1893 placed the British Government under the necessity 
of taking steps to secure their rights and interest® under the said Convention and 
Kegulations ; 

And Whereas a Convention of ten articles was signed at Lhasa on Sejitember 
7th 1904 on behalf of Great Britain and Tibet, and was ratified by the Viceroy and 
Governor-General of India on behalf of Great Britain on November llth, 3904, a 
declaration on behalf of Great Britain modifying its terms under certain conditions 
being appended thereto; 

His Britannic Majesty and Hie Majesty the Emperor of China have resolved to 
conclude a Convention on this subject and have for this purjwao named Blenipotenl 
tiaries, that is to say : — 

His Majesty the King of Groat Britain and Ireland: 

Hir Ernest Mason Satow, Kniglit Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished 
Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, His said Majesty’s Envoy 
klxtraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Hie Majesty tho .Emperor 
• of China; 

and His Majesty the Emperor of China ; 

His Excellency Tong Bhoa-yii His said Majesty’s High Commissioner 
Plenipotentiary and a Vice-President of the Board of Foreign Affairs, 

who having communicated to each other their respective full powers and finding 
them to be in good and true form have agreed upon and concluded the following 
Convention in six articles : — 

Abtiolb I. 

The Convention concluded on September 7th 1904 by Great Britain and Tibet, 
the texts of which in English and Chinese are attached to the present Convention as an 
annexe, is hereby confirmed, subject to the modification stated in the declaration 
appended thereto, and both of the High Contracting Parties engage to take at all times 
such steps as may be necessary to secure the due fulfilment of thei terms specified 
therein. 

(*■) [Printed in A. S P. (1900), CXXXVI, (Od. 8088), pp. 119-122. Presented to Parliament 
August 1906. Batificatiwas were exchanged at London, July 28, 1906. The Lhassa Convention ol 
September 7 , 1904, is printed as an annex in this command paper.] 
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Article II. 

The Government of Great Britain engages not to annex Tibetan territory or to 
interfere in the administration of Tibet. The Government of China also undertakes 
not to permit any other foreign state to interfere with the territory or internal 
administration of Tibet. 

Article III. 

The concessions which are mentioned in Article 9 {d) of the Convention concluded 
on September 7th 1904 by Great Britain and Tibet are denied to any state or to the 
subject of any state other than China, but it has been arranged with China that at 
the trade marts specified in Article 2 of the aforesaid Convention Great Britain shall be 
entitled to lay down telegraph lines connecting with India. 

Article IV. 

The provisions of the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 1890 and Eegulatibns of 1893 
shall, subject to the terms of this present Convention and annexe thereto, remain in 
full force. 

Article V. 

The English and Chinese texts of the present Convention have been carefully 
compared and found to correspond but in the event of there being any difference of 
meaning between them the English text shall be authoritative. 


Article VI. 


This Convention shall be ratified by the Sovereigns of both countries and 
ratifications shall be exchanged at London within three months after the date of 
signature by the Plenipotentiaries of both Powers. 

In token whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed and sealed this 
Convention, four copies in English and four in Chinese. 


Done at Peking this twenty-seventh day of April, one thousand nine hundred and 
six, being the fourth day of the fourth month of the thirty-second year of the I'eign of 


Kuang-hsu. 


TONG SHOA-YI. 
(L.S.) 


ERNEST 

(L, 


SATOW. 

S.) 


Enclosure 2 in No. 305. 


Mr. Tovg Hhod-yi to Sir E. Satow. 

Your Excellency, April 27, 1906. 

With reference to the Convention relating to Tibet which was signed today by 
Your Excellency and myself on behalf of our respective Governments I have the 
honour to declare formally that the Government of China undertakes not to employ 
any one, not a Chinese subject and iiot of Chinese nationality, in any capacity 
whatsoever in Tibet. 

I avail, &e. 

TONG SHOA-Yl, 

Enclosure 3 in No. .305. 

Sir E. Satow to Mr: Tong Shoa-yi. 

Your Excellency, _ Peking, April 27, 1906. _ 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s Note of this 
day’s date in which you declare formally, with reference to the Convention relating 
to Tibet which was signed to-day by Your Excellency and myself on behalf of our 
[16942] ^ 8 
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respective Governments, that the Government of China undertakes not to employ 
any one, not a Chinese subject and not of Chinese nationality, in any capacity 
whatsoever in Tibet. 

I avail, &c. 

EENEST SATOW. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 305. 

Sir E. Satow io Mr. Tong Shoa-yi. 

Private. 

Dear Mr. Tong, Peking, April 27, 1906. 

As regards the undertaking given by the Chinese Government in your Note of 
to-day not to employ any one not a Chinese subject or of Chinese nationality in any 
capacity in Tibet, I am authorised to state that no objection will be raised by His 
Majesty’s Government to the employment by China of foreigners for a period of 
12 months from to-day, being the date of signature of our Convention, in order 
to give time for the organisation of the Customs in Tibet. But after April 27tili 1907 
the undertaking in your Note will of course come into force and be faithfully 
caiTied out. 

Yours, &c. 

EBNEST KATOW. 


II.— ANGLO-RUSSIAN NEGOTIATIONS, 1906-1907. 

No. 30C. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/176. 

(No. *251.) St. PctemburgJi, IJ. April 10, lUt)6. 

Sir, E. April 17, 1906. 

I have tlie honour to transmit herowith translation of a telegram addressed 
by the Emperor to the Dalai Lama, under the title of ‘ ‘ supreme head of the Tibetan 
people.” 1 may observe that the tt'rm used may simply imply that the Lama is the 
spiritual head of the people as for instance the Grand Eabbi might be described as 
the ‘‘ supreme head ” of the Jewish community. Eut 1 understand from the Chinese 
Minister that lie regards the telegram in rather a serious light and as an infringement 
of China’s sovereignty. 

I saw Count Lamsdorff yesterday and in the course of conversation I observed 
that although I had received no instructions to mention the subject I could not help 
remarking that the terms of the telegram and the fact of its having been sent and 
published in the “‘Official Messenger” might create a disagreeable impression in 
England. He said at once that he was glad to have an opportunity of talking to me on 
the subject. When the' Emperor had received the Dorjiev mission he had taken care 
that you should be at once informed as he was afraid that it might be misinterpreted. 
As I was aware, his object was to pursue a policy of perfect frankness, which, in his 
judgment, was the best way of avoiding complications. He could assure me that the 
]K)licy of Eussia towards Thibet was one of absolute non-intervention. The Eussian 
Government desired that neither Eussia nor England, nor any other Power should 
interfere in Thibetan affairs, and that Thibet should be tranquil both externally and 
internally. He understood that this was also the policy of His Majesty’s Government. 
But the Emperor could not be indifferent to the sentiment of the large Buddhist 
population of the Eussian Empire. They looked to the Dalai Lama as their spiritual 
and his fate could not be a matter of indifference to them. At the present mement 
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the Dalai Lama was in Mongolia as a guest of one of the Mongol Princes. He desired 
to return to Lhassa but he was afraid that if he did so his life would be in danger. 
He had pressed for a safe conduct which of course it was impossible to gi'\{e. But in 
order to encourage him to return it had been thought advisable to send a telegram 
of a cordial nature which could reassure him and the Buddhist population. The 
Eussian Government desired most sincerely that he should remain quiet when he 
returned and that he should do nothing to give reasonable cause for anxiety. He 
begged me to give you this message which I promised to do. 

I have, &c. 

CECIL SPEING-EICE. 

Enclosure in No. 306. 

August Telegram from The Emperor to His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the Supremo 

Head of the Thibetan People. 

My numerous subjects, professing the Buddhist faith, won the happiness of 
saluting their spiritual Chief during his sojourn in the north of Mongolia contiguous 
to the Eussian Empire. Eejoicing that my subjects were able to receive a beneficent, 
spiritual influence from Your Holiness, 1 beg you to believe my feeling of sincere 
gratitude and esteem towards you. 

NICHOLAS. 

March 23 (5 /Ipril), 1906. 


No. 307. 

Mr. Spriiig-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/176. 

(No. 252.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. April 10, 1906. 

Sir, _ E. April 17, 1906. 

With reference to my immediately preceding despatch on the subject of the 
telegram sent by the Emperor to the Dalai Lama,!') 1 have the honour to state that 
Count Witte sent a message to me to the effect that the telegram had no political 
character and was designed mainly for internal consumption, with special regard to 
the sentiments of the Buddhist communities in llussia. 

In my conversation with Count Lamsdorff I confined myself to observations of a 
very general character on the subj(>ct of the desirability of pursuing a policy of 
perfect frankness in regard to Thibet as to all the subjects which interested the two 
Governments. 

I venture however to remark that the Eussian Government must be aware of our 
objections to the return of the Grand Ijama to Lhassa as also of the reception accorded 
to the Tashi Lama in India. There are therefore symptoms of a possible conflict 
arising out of the antagonism between the two spiritual potentates one of whom will 
support Eussian and the other British interests. As you are aware, Eussian policy has 
long aimed at consolidating Eussian influence in Mongolia and for this purpose an 
agent in the person of the revered head of the Buddhist communities would be of 
paramoimt importance. The Grand Lama appears to be not unwilling to play this 
r61e. But until he returns to Lhassa he is a living example of Eussian helplessness. 
He appears to have_ sent word to the Emperor that he is afraid for his life. It is 
therefore highly desirable from the Eussian point of view that these fears should be 
dispelled and it is no doubt thought that the public recognition of Ms holy character 
and of the Emperor’s regard, will serve as a species of safe conduct and may induce 
him to hasten his departure. (*) 


T 4 


[16942-] 


(*) [®. immediately preceding document. j 
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If he returns to Lhassa there can be little doubt that he will do all in his power tc 
make himself useful to the Eussians. On the other hand it is to be presumed that 
the Tashi Lama will play a somewhat similar part as regards England. 

The policy of the Russian Minister in Peking will no doubt be aimed at preventing 
the Chinese Government from doing, what I am assured by the Chinese Minister here 
they desire to do; — that is, in case the Lama attempts to play a political part, to 
depose him. Such a step would be regarded as a great blow to Russian prestige and 
would be violently opposed by the Russian Government. 

There appear therefore to be grounds for the fear that complications may arise 
in the near future and as Count Lamsdorif has expressed his desire that a policy of 
perfect frankness should be pursued by the two Governments, it might perhaps be 
advisable, that some more definite understanding should be arrived at, which could 
preclude the possibility of a serious conflict of interests. 

I have, &c. 

CECIL SPEIN6-ET0E. 

MINUTES. 

I rather doubt tho advisability of attompting to cotuo to any more detailed arrangement with 
Russia in regard to Tibet Ft is evident from what Cfoiin]t Lamsdorff said (s,od despfatch] 
No. 251) that whai the Russians wroul]d aim at is that we should be oqually debarred with them 
from all interference in Tibetan affairs. I don’t think tho Gov[ornmcut] of India wl'cnlld wish 
to tie their hands for all time by any such declaration; and it wfouljd bo going further than 
anything we have said so far. Lord Lansdowno for instance told the Russian Ambfassadojr 
(Oct. 5, ’04) that if any Power was to have a voice in the external affairs of Tibet, that Power 
must be G[rea]t Britain. It therefore seems undesirable that we should place nurselves in a 
position uf absolute equality with Ru.ssia, and yet it is obvious that if any sort of negotiation is 
started, tho Russians will load off from this standpoint. 

F. A. C, 

Apl. 18, ’06. 

This is a real difficulty in proposing to Russin a separate agreement about Tibet, but if China 
adheres I can make another .statement to Count Benekendorff and tell him what has been done 
and what the position is. 

E. G, 


No. 808. 

Sir Echvard Gretj to Mr. Hprhuj-Hice. 

P.O. 371/176. 

l^el. (No. 80.) Foreign Office, May I, 1906, 8-15 p.m. 

Your telegrams Nos. 74(^) and 75(“) of April 29 and my telegram No. 79(®) of 
April 30, Return of Dalai Lama to Tibet. 

You should speak to Count Lamsdorff in the sense of my communication to the 
Russian Ambassador, You should at the same time inform him that in the opinion 
of H[is] M[ajesty’s] Government the presence of a Russian escort beyond the frontier 
of Tibet would be objectionable as constituting an interference by Russia in the 
internal affairs of that country and express the hope that immediate orders^ may 
be sent to ensure that the Bxiriat escort shall not proceed beyond the frontier of 
Mongolia. 

(^) [Tel. No, 74 from Mr.* Spriitg-Rice of April 29, 1906, quotes a communication from 
Count Lamsdorff which states that some Buriats have formed an escort to conduct the Dalai 
Lama on his return to Lhassa, and provided themselves with arms. The escort was approved by 
the Russian Government.] 

(^) [In Tel. No. 76, of April 29, 1906, Mr, Spring-I?»ice suggests referring Count Lamsdorff to 
the conditions of Lord Lansdowne’s assurance of June 2, 1904 (v. supra, p. BIO, No. 29B). The 
Buriat escort was probably armed by Russia and consisted of Russian soldiers.] 

(8) [Tel. No. 79 to Mr. Spring-Rice, of April 30, 1906, describes a conversation with Count 
Benckendorff in which he was told that an armed escort for the Dalai Ijama would give rise to 
trouble. The terms of the Adhesion Agreement were also explained.] 
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No. 309. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/176. 

(No. 292.) St. Petershurgh, D. May 2, 1906. 

Sir, E. May 7, 1906. 

I called on Count LamsdorfE to-day, at his official reception, and handed to 
him a memorandum, copy of which I have the honour to enclose, embodying your 
telegraphic communications of the last two days on the subject of Thibet. 

Count Lamsdorff read the memorandum attentively and then informed me that 
you were perfectly right in assuming that the principle by which the Eussian policy 
was guided in all questions affecting Thibet was the principle of absolute non- 
intervention. With regard to the recent incident of the Buriat Guard he said the 
circumstances were as follow; — A number of the Emperor’s subjects looked on the 
Dalai Lama as their High Priest, and quasi- divinity. The Dalai Lama himself, 
and his disciples on his behalf, were convinced that his life was threatened in case 
of his return to Lhassa. It was highly undesirable that he should continue his 
wanderings in the neighbourhood of Drga and among the Princes of Mongolia. His 
return to his capital city was to be wished for iir the interests of the Buddhist 
communities of Northern Asia. But he had, as it appeai-ed, refused to return unless 
he received some solid guarantees that his life would not be in peril. These 
guarantees the Eussian Government had been unable to give him. But it was 
difficult for them to refuse a request proffered by the Eussian Buddhists that some 
of their number might accompany their master to his home in order to defend him 
from possible attacks on his sacred person. 

The Eussian Government, acting on the advic.e of the officials who had special 
knowledge of the temper of the Siberian Buriats, had agreed to this request, but 
nothing was further from their thoughts than a desire to intervene thereby in the 
internal affairs of Thibet. 

With regard to your request that orders should be issued to prevent the Eussian 
subjects from entering Thibetan territory, ITis Excellence [sic] said that his personal 
impressiop was that their intention had been to return to their homes as soon as 
the frontier had been reached. He could not however assure me positively that a 
definite arrangement to this effect had been arrived at. He thought (speaking for 
himself) that the idea was a good one : their responsibility should cease as soon as 
the sacred frontier had been reached and as soon as they had been able to hand 
over their charge to their fellow disciples in Thibet itself. He would telegraph at 
once to the Eussian Consul at Ilrga and to the Eussian Minister at Pekin with a 
view to ascertaining the facts of the ease and, if possible, arranging that the Buriats 
should return with the utmost despatch. 

I pointed out that the antecedents of the Dalai Lama were well known : that 
if he returned to Lhassa it was quite possible that he wotild take an active part in 
politics and would initiate or carry out a policy directed against British interests, 
as had previously been the case, and that if this were his policy, and if he were 
known to be surrounded by an armed guard of Eussian subjects who had 
accompanied him on his return, it would be quite impossible for Hie Majesty’s 
Government to remain indifferent to such a situation and that the results would 
be unfortunate for those good relations which we had so much at heart, and would 
be quite inconsistent with those assurances which had already passed between! the 
two Governments. 

Count Lamsdorff informed me in reply that there never had been any question 
of the Buriats remaining at Lhassa. All that the Eussian Government desired was 
that the Lama should arrive safe at his capital and that nothing should befall him 
en route, and that they themselves should be in a position to assure the Emperor’s 
Buddhist subjects that everything had been done, which could properly be done, 
in order lo insure his safety. Every effort had been taken to impress upon his 



330 


mind that he must not disturb the tranquilhty of Thibet, that he must not assume 
a provocatory attitude, and that he could count on neither support nor assistance 
from Eussia. 

His Excellency assured me that he would spare no effort in order to arrive at 
a satisfactory settlement of the question and begged me to express to you his thanks 
for your frankness and his hopes that the same policy of perfect frankness would be 
pursued in the future. 

I have, &c. 

CECIL RrEING-lllL’E. 


Enclosure in No. 309. 

Communication handed to Count Lamsdorff hy Mr. Spring-Rice on May 2, 1906. 

J’ai dit au Comte Benckcnilorff que le. Gouvernemeut de Sa Majeste Britannique 
tout en appreciaiit T esprit amical dont le Gouvernement Eusse a fait preuve, en 
communiquant rinfonnation au sujet du Dulai-Lauia craint que son retour k Lhassa 
ne donne lieu a des troubles au Tibet, et oat d’avis que dans le caa ou le Lama 
sera accompagne dans son voyage par uue escorte armee de sujets russes, il adoptera 
selon toute probabilite, une attitude qu'ovocante et creera des desordres, ce qui 
pourrait mettre le Gouvernement Britannique dans la n^cessitS d’avoir recours k 
une nouvelle intervention; eventualite d’autant i)1ub regrettable quo le Tibet jouit 
actuellement d’une tranquillite parfaite et que le Gouvernement Britannique est 
aussi loin que possible du desir d’intervenir dans ce pays, line convention vient 
d’ltre sign4e avec la Chine au sujet du Tibet, dont le Gouvernement anglais n’a 
pas encore re^u le texte d^finitif, Le but do cette convention est Tadht'sion de la 
Chine 3, la convention entre I'Angleterro et le Tibet, 

L’Angleterre s’engage t\ ne jias ompieter sur le territoire tibtitain et de ne pas 
s’ingSrer dans le Gouvernement du 'I'ibet : la Chine de sa part s’engage de ne 
pas permettre d’intervention ihrangere dans lea affaires du Tibet, ext^rieures ou 
intdrieures. La convention contient en outi-e une clause portant que I’Angleterro 
ne rdclame pour elle-merae aucune concession qui selon la Convention avec. le Tibet 
est ddf endue 3, une autre ruisaance. ou ii ses sujets. 

Vous porterez ce qui precede a la connaisaance du Comte Lamsdorff qiti, j’en 
suis stir, verra dans cette convention une nouvelle preuve du ddsir du Gouvernement 
Britannique de s’abstenir de toute intervention dans les affaires tib^taines: et vous 
ajouterez que dans Topinion du Gouvernement de Ra Majesty Britannique la 
presence au del3 de la frontiSre Tibflaine d’une escorte arm^e de sujets Russes est 
de nature 3 soulever des objections s^rieuses comme 4tant en effet un acte 
d’intervention de la part de la Russie dans les affaires int^rieures de ce pays. 

Je suis convaincu que le Gouvernement Russe, en conformity avec des 
d4clarations ddjk faites par le Comte Lamsdorfl partage notre point de vue que toute 
intervention ytrangSre dans les affaires du Tibet est contraire aux intdrlts tant 
Russes qu’ Anglais ; et dans cet ordre d’iddes je vous prie d'exprimer notre espoir 
que le Gouvernement Russe ne refusera pas d’envoyer des ordres aussitfit que 
possible dans le but d’empScher I’escorte de Bouriates de proedder au del3 de la 
frontifere de la Mongolia . 
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No. 310. 

Draft Instructions to Sir A. Nicolson.Q) 

F.O. 371/177. Foreign Office, May 23, 1906. 

In discuesing the Thibetan question, Sir A. Nicolson should point out to the 
Russian Government that His Majesty’s Government have sought no new advantages 
for themselves in their negotiations with the Governments of Thibet and China, except 
such ae are necessary to secure the full enjoyment of the rights acquired under the 
Anglo-Chinese Convention of 1890 and the Regulations of 1893. (“) They have agreed 
to the indemnity of a reduced amount being paid from funds provided by the Chinese 
Government in three annual instalments instead of being spread out over a much 
longer term of years, and on the completion of these three payments the occupation 
of the Chumbi Valley will cease, provided, however, that the trade-marts referred to 
in Article II of the Convention of the 7th September, 1904,(“) shall have been 
effectively opened for three years, and that, in the meantime, the Thibetans shall 
have faithfully complied with the. terms of that Convention in all other respects. 

The British Government arc most anxious to complete the evacuation of Thibet, 
and merely claim the observance of the provisions of the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 
1890 and the Regulations of 1893, as well as of the Anglo-Thibetan Convention of the 
7th September, 1904, and of the Anglo-Chinese Convention concluded on the 
27th April. (*‘) Sir A. Nicolson will communicate to the Russian Government a copy 
of the Adhesion Agreement, such as it is believed to be, and an exact copy as soon as 
the original has been received from Peking. 

It should be borne in mind that we have in the Adhesion Convention obtained the 
consent of the Chinese Government, to establish telegraphic communication between the 
trade-marts and India. This is, however, necessary for the safety of the Agents we 
are entitled, under the Convention of the 7th Roptemlier, 1904, to maintain at those 
trade-marts, and can hardly be regarded as conferring on us any special advantage. 

It must be equally recognised that His Majesty’s Government could not admit 
the presence in Thibet of Russian officials in any capacity whatever. 

The following points may be regarded as the bases of the Britieh demands : — 

1. Russia to recognize (as Great Britain has done) tho suzerainty of China over 

Thibet, and to engage to respect the territorial integrity of Thibet, and to 
abstain from all interference in its internal administration. 

2. Subject to the above stipulation, Russia to recognize that, by reason of its 

geographical position. Great Britain has a special interest in seeing that the 
external relations of Thibet are not disturbed by any other Power. 

3. The British and Russian Governments to severally engage not to send a 

representative to Lhaesa. 

4. The British and Russian Governments agree not to seek or obtain, whether 

for themselves or their subjects, any concessions for railways, roads, 
telegraphs, mining, or other rights in Thibet. 

5. The British and Rvtesian Governments agree that no Thibetan revenues, 

whether in kind or in cash, shall be pledged or assigned to them, or to any 
of their subjects. 

(>) [The text given here has been ohecked by a printed copy of May 23, in the Embassy 
Archivcii, Russia F.O. 181/860, which is endorsed “amended copy.” Tho original draft was 
submitted to tho Political Committee of the Council of India on May 21, and certain alterations 
suggested by them were embodied in the amended copy.] 

(*) [v. supra, p. 306, Ed. note.] 

C) [u. supra, pp. 314-8, No. 298.] 

(*) [u, supra, pp. 324-5, No. 306, end.] 



332 


No. 311. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/177. 

(No. 352.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. June 8, 1906. 

Sir, E. June 18, 1906. 

I called yesterday afternoon by appointment on Monsieur Isvolsky, and we 
commenced our conversations in regard to Thibet. His Excellency said that he had 
waited on the Emperor on the previous day, and that His Majesty had mentioned to 
him what had passed at my audience in regard to an understanding between Great 
Britain and Eussia on several questions of interest to both countries ; and His 
Excellency added that the Emperor was desirous that an agreement should if possible 
be reached. Monsieur Isvolsky said that I could rely upon his using his best 
endeavours towards attaining that object, but as he was not very well versed in the 
questions with which we should have to deal he must crave my indulgence if he took 
some little time in studying the past records. 

I assured His Excellency that T desired in no way to hasten matters, and that in 
fact it was desirable that the questions should bo examined with care. 

Monsieur lavolsky then enquired of me what was the procedure which I proposed 
to follow. 

I said that there were three principal questions which wo might discuss, namely, 
Thibet, Afghanistan and Per.sia : and that it seemed to me that the best course to 
pursue would he to examine each question scriiitim, and that when wo had practically 
come to an understanding on one question wo should proceed to the next, and that 
when we had concluded our discussions we could draw up a convention embracing 
all the conclusions at which we had arrived. 

Monsieur Isvolsky said that be understood that I did not desire to have three 
separate agreements, but only one; and that I considered that tho settlement of each 
question should depend finally on an agreement on all of them. I said that was 
precisely my view, and that wo should be following the (onrse that hud been adopted 
during the negotiations of the Anglo-French agreement. Monsieur TsYolsky expressed 
his concurrence with the method which I had proposed. 

I thereupon gave verbally to Monsieur Isvolsky a rapid sketch of the Convention 
with China of 1890 and of the Regulations of 1893, as well as of the Convention with 
Thibet of 1904, aceompaning my statement with some necessary explanatory remarks. 
I then handed to him a copy of the Convention of April 27, 1906, as we believed it 
to be, and informed him that T would give him an exact copy as soon as the original 
had been received from Peking. 

I also read to Moneieur Isvolsky certain notes which I had made for my own 
guidance, taken from the instructions which you had been good enough to furnish 
me, and I stated that I ehould be prepared to discues with him on the basis of the 
points to which I had referred. 

His Excellency asked if he might bo supplied with some statement in writing, 
as it would be difficult for him to remember exactly the points which I had mentioned. 

It seemed to me desirable that there should be no possibility of misunderstanding, 
and I, therefore expressed my readiness to supply, in an informal and private manner, 
the information which he solicited. I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a 
private commnnieation(*) with its enclosure, which I made to Monsieur Isvolsky this 
morning. 

^ I should mention that during our conversation Monsieur Isvolsky spoke with some 
anxiety as to the future of the Dalai Lama ; and enquired of me whether I had any 
information ae to his whereabouts or movements. I said that beyond what the 
Russian Ambassador in London had communicated to you I had personally no 
information. Monsieur Isvolsky said that he hoped that it would be clearly understood 

(*} [Enoloeure 1, the covering letter, is purely lormal and is therefore not reproduced.] 
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in London that the Buasian Government had no desire to intervene in the movements 
of that personage, and that strict orders had been sent to endeavour if possible to 
prevent the Buriat escort from traversing the frontier of Thibet. He enquired whether 
my Government were opposed to the re-entry of the Dalai Lama into Lhassa. I said 
that I could not say that I had any precise instructions on that point, but that I had 
gathered, when in London, that the return of this personage would not be favourably 
viewed, as his reappearance might very probably occasion intrigues and troubles. 
I would, however, telegraph and enquire of you what views His Majesty’s Government 
held on the subject. 

Monsieur Isvolaky then remarked that he had learnt that the Dalai Lama had been 
much pleased with the Convention signed at Peking at the end of last April. I observed 
that the Dalai Lama must possess facilities for very rapid communication to have been 
so speedily in possession of the terms of the Convention ; but Monsieur Isvolsky added 
that it was merely a report which had reached him. 

Monsieur Isvolsky then enlarged on the great importance which the Euesian 
Government attached to the future of this personage, as he was spiritual chief of a large 
section of Eussian subjects, whose religious susceptibilities it would be most unwise 
to offend: and that it was desirable that a Dalai Lama should be established at 
Lhassa. Were my Government opposed to the installation and presence of any Dalai 
Laina or only to this particular one? I replied that I was really not in a position 
to give him a reply, as T had not consulted with you on this particular point. 

On leaving Monsieur Isvolsky, he said that he thought it would perhaps be better 
if I did not telegraph what he has eaid about the Dalai Lama, as he would like to study 
the question a little more thoroughly. I replied that I would ascertain your views on 
the subject for my own guidance and information. 

I have, (fee. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 311. 

Bases of Prospective Conversations between Sir A. Nicolson and M. hvolski 

respecting Thibet. 


June 8, 1906. 

(I.) The Eussian Government will doubtless recognize as His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have done, the suzerainty of China over Thibet, engaging at the same time to 
respect the territorial integrity of Thibet and to abstain from all interference with its 
internal administration.. 

(II.) It is clear that by reason of its geographical position Great Britain has a 
special interest in seeing that the external relatione of Thibet are not disturbed by 
any other Power, and I have no doubt that the Eussian Government will recognize 
that fact. 

(III.) The British and Eussian Governments to severally engage not to send a 
Eepresentative to Lhassa. 

(IV.) The British and Eussian Governments to agree not to seek or obtain, 
whether for themselves or for their subjects any concessions for railways, roads, 
telegraphs, mining, or other rights in Thibet. 

(V.) The British and Eussian Governments agree that no Thibetan revenues, 
whether in kind or in cash, shall be pledged or assigned to them or to any of their 
subjects. 

It is doubtless unnecessary to add that no Eussian Officials should be present in 
Thibet in any capacity whatsoever. 



384 


No. 312. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/125. 

(No. 358.) Confidential. St. Petcrsburgh, 1). June 11, 1906. 

Sir, E. June 18, 1906. 

I informed the French Ambassador yesterday, in confidence, that I had opened 
conversations with Monsieur Isvoleky on the subject of an arrangement in regard to 
Thibet, but that I had not done more than explain to His Excellency tho outline of the 
Conventions which had been concluded with that country and China, and that I had 
communicated to him privately certain points which might form the basis of future 
discussions. I told Monsieur Bompard privately that Monsieur Isvoleky appeared 
chiefly anxious on two questions : the future ixositinn of the Dalai Lama, and the 
intention of China to assert and consolidate her position in Mongolia. Monsieur 
Isvolsky, I said, had spoken to me at some length on both these questions, but that 
when my interview was concluded he had begged me not to telegraph to my Govern- 
ment any of the view's which he had expressed, as on further study and reflection he 
might feel disposed to alter them. This method of procedure might, I feared, be a 
little irksome if continually repeated. 

Monsieur Bompard told mo that he himself had observed that Monsieur Isvolsky, 
though ready to conveise freely, was nervous lest his statements should bo taken as a 
positive declaration of his views, and was always careful to explain that what he had 
said should not be interpreted as the opinions of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
He was. Monsieur Bompard remarked, “ trbs fuyant,” and ho had himself had an 
instance of this in a conversation which he had held on the subject of Eussian 
co-operation in the Bagdad Railway. Monsieur Isvolsky had on that occasion expressed 
his entire concurrence with tho proposal, but had at the close of the interview receded 
from the views which he had enunciated. I think that this hesitation will very possibly 
disappear when Monsieur Isvolsky hae been a little longer in office, and has rendered 
himself rhore fully acquainted with the multifarious questions with which he has 
to deal. 

As regards (ho Badgad Railway, Monsieur Bompard said, as Mr. Hpring-Rice has 
already reported, that the chief of the Btaff had no objections to Russian co-operation, 
but that Moneieur Isvolsky had intimated that the Minister of Finance was opposed to 
Russian participation, fearing lost heavy responsibilities and charges should be thrown 
upon the Eussian Treasury. Monsieur Bompard intended to take an opportunity of 
explaining to the Minister of Finance that the Russian Government would not be 
required to contribute capital, as thie was a matter for banks and financial houses to 
undertake. His fears as to the responsibility of the Eussian Treasury were, therefore, 
needless. 

I have, ifec. 

A. NICOLSON. 


MINUTE. 


The Russian banks would have no difficulty in finding money in Franco for the Bagdad 
Railway. 

C. H. 


No. 813. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petcrsburgh, Juno 18, 1906. 

F.O. 371/177. D. 8-35 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 114.) R. 10 p.M. 

Thibet. 

At weekly reception to-day Minister for Foreipi Affairs told me that he had 
submitted our bases of discussion to the Emperor. His Majesty and he fully recognised 
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the liberal nature of our demands, and he had been instructed to negotiate on 
these bases. 

He considered that there would be no difficulty in coming to an agreement on 
points 1, 3, 4 and 5 (see my draft instructions), (^) but he did not quite grasp bearing 
on point 2, or what was intended by external relations not being ‘‘ disturbed ” by any 
other Power. 

I will explain in a despatch his observations and my reply on this point. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs is desirous that the question of relations with Eussian 
Buddhist subjects and Dalai Lama should be clearly settled. He laid great stress 
on necessity for some relations being maintained, and stated that it would not be 
possible to cut ofi all communications between Eussian Buddhists and their spiritual 
chief. He also wished to know if we desired to veto any scientific geographical 
missions into Thibet, maintaining that, in the interests of (group omitted), this would 
be undesirable. I said I would refer these questions to you, and I will write fully 
on them. I should prefer not to compress his remarks into a telegram, especially 
as there is no immediate urgency. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs said he wished to be perfectly frank in regard to 
all the doubts of the Eussian Government, so as to preclude possibility of any future 
misunderstanding. I told him I intended to be equally frank with him, as our 
agreement, if one should be happily reached, must be open to no possible 
misinterpretation hereafter. 

He added that I had also mentioned that no Eussian officials in any capacity 
whatever should be present in Thibet, and he remarked that we had secured the 
privilege of sending an official to Lhassa from our trade marts. 1 answered him that 
he was in error, and that an agreement of that (group omitted) had been disallowed by 
His Majesty’s late Government (see Blue Book No, 3, p. 86). 

I think I had better rectify, in writing, his misapprehension, and propose to 
address to him a private note on this point, (^) 

MINUTES. 

There should be no difficulty in allaying any EusKian suspicions with regard to point 2, but 
we must clearly await the despatch explaining the Russian objections. 

P. A. 0. 

14.6, 


(1) fp. supra, p. 331, No. 310.] 

(2) [The text of this note and that of M. Involski’s reply was given by Sir A. Nicolson in 
despatch No. 362 of June 13., which expands the above telegram. The two notes were as 
follows : 

Sir A. NicoUon to M, hvolski* 

F.O. 371/177. 

Mon cher Ministre, Le 14 1906. 

Vous avez bien voulu exprimer hier I’opinion que nous nous sommes r^serv^ dans la 
Convention de 1904 In droit •d’envoyer on eaa de besoin, un agent h Lhassa pour r^gler les 
differ ends commerciaux qui n’ont pas pu ^tre arrangtis eur place. Sans doute y[otre] 
E[xcellenco] avait dans resprit I’engagement fiignd k I^hassa par le Col[onel] Younghuaband ot 
les autorit^s Thib^taines Ic meme jour que la signature de la Convention a cu lieu. Get 
engagement so trouve k 265 du Blue Book sur East India (Thibet) No, 3.(^) 

L’engagement susmentionnd a 6U cependant d4savou4 par le Gouvernement Britannique 
comme il est dit en par[agraphe] 5 d’une ddp&che au Viceroi des Indes et qui se trouve h 
pp. 04-6 du mtoe Blue Book,(^) 

La Convention de 1904 ne fait pas mention d’un pareil engagement. Je voudrais rectifier 
un petit malentendu, at j© vous prie, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

K. IsvolsM to Sir A. NicoUoti. 

Mon oher Ambassadeur, Le 2/lS Juin, 1906. 

Je m’empresse de Vous remercier de votre aimable billet, C’est avec le plus vif plaisir 
quB je prends note de la rectification qull contient, et je profite, &c, 

ISWOLSKY.] 

(3) lA. d P. (1905), LVIII, (Cd, 2070), p. 724,1 ' 

(^) [lb., pp. 542-4.] 
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This telegram does net appear to me quite satisfactory as it looks as though the Russians will 
try to maintain some sort of relations with ilie Dahu Lama if he ever succeeds in getting back to 
Lhassa. We must wait for his desp[atch] befnre dealing with this matter. Fortunately there is 
no hurry and it is better to move slowly with these negotiations in view of the internal situation in 
Russia. 

C. H. 

I think Mr. Morley has lately prevented some expeditions of geographical explorers and 
mining prospectors from going into Tibet on our side; the Ifndia"! 0[fhce] might bo asked to 
tell us whether this is so. If it is the case it will strengthen Sir A. Nicolson’s position in these 
negotiations. 

E. G, 

It is so: and we miglit add Iro draft to I[ndia] that we propose to point this out to 

Sir A. Nicolson for use in his negotiations. 

F. A. C. 

15/6. 


No. 314. 

Memorandum on the Correspondence relating to the proposed Agreement between 
Great Britain and Russia on thc' subject of Thibet. 

(8926) ■ Foreign Office, April IB, l!)()7.('j 

With a view to Boine agreemeiit being arrived at between Great Britain and 
Russia in regard to Thibet, Sir A. Nieolson was, previous to bis departure for 
St. Petersburgb in May 1906, furnished with certain draft instructions which had 
been drawn up after semi-official consultation with the India Office. Sir A. Nicolson 
was authorized to discuss the question of an Agreement in regard to Thibet with the 
Russian Government on the lines of these instructions. 

In these instructions Sir A. Nicolson was given, for use in his discussions with 
the Russian Government, a r^sumS of the principles which have guided the policy 
of His Majesty’s Government in their negotiations with the Chinese and Thibetan 
Governments respectively, and a short summary of the conditions existing at the 
present time as a result of the Anglo-Thibetan Convention of the 7th September, 1904, 
and the Anglo-Chineee Convention concluded on the 27th April, ]906.(*) It was 
explained that His Majesty’s Government could not admit the presence in Thibet of 
Russian officials in any capacity whatsoever, and the following five points were laid 
down as the bases of the British demands: — 

1. Russia to recognize (as Great Britain has done) the suzerainty of China over 

Thibet, and to engage to respect the territorial integrity of Thibet, and 
to abstain from all interference in its internal administration. 

2. Subject to the above stipulation, Russia to recognize that, by, reason of its 

geographical position, Great Britain has a special interest in seeing that 
the external relations of Thibet are not disturbed by any other Power, 

3. The British and Russian Governments to severally engage not to send a 

Representative to Lhassa. 

4. The British and Russian Governments agree not to seek or obtain, whether for 

themselves or their subjects, any concessions for railways, roads, 
tele^aphs, mining, or other rights in Thibet. 

5. The British and Russian Governments agree that no Thibetan revenues, 

whether in kind or in cash, shall be pledged or assigned to them, or to 
any of their subjects. 

(>) [The msmorandum here reproduced, is mainly a reprint of one of the same title dated 
January 26,^1907. It contains however now material on pp. 84&-9, continuing the history of the 
treaty negotiations from January to April.] 

C) [«. supra, pp, 814-7, No. 298, and pp. 824-6, No. 805, and.] 
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On the 7th June 8ir A. Nicolson reported that he had eommenced conversations 
with M. Isvolsky, Eussian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

The course of procedure proposed by Sir A. Nicolson to M. Isvolsky in regard g”“l. njooIsoe 
to their discussions was as follows : — No!a 52 !*‘ 

Each question, those of Thibet, Afghanistan, and Persia, to be examined seriatim, e, i906.(») 
and when views had been exchanged and an agreement had practically been come to 
on one question, to pass to the next, and, when the exanjination of subjects for 
discussion had been terminated, to draw up and sign a Convention comprising all 
the questions. 

To this course M. Isvolsky agreed. Sir A. Nicolson further explained to him 
that he did not desire an incomplete Agreement, but that a settlement of each question 
must depend on a general understanding being arrived at. 

The question of Thibet was then gone into, and M. Isvolsky requested to be 
furnished with a copy in writing of the five points of the British demands. Sir A. 

Nicolson promised he would send him one. 

At the interview, M. Isvolsky spoke with some anxiety as to the future of the naia^Lama. 
Dalai Lama, apd inquired of Sir A. Nicolson whether he had any information as to his 
whereabouts or movements. He said that he hoped that it would be clearly 
understood in London that the Eussian Government had no desire to intervene in 
the movements of that personage, and that strict orders had been sent to endeavour, 
if possible, to prevent the Buriat escort from traversing the frontier of Thibet.’ Pie 
inquired whether His Majesty’s Government were opposed to the re-entry of the 
Dalai Lama into Lhaasa. M. Isvolsky then enlarged on the great importance which 
the Eussian Government attached to the future of this personage, as he was spiritual 
Chief of a large section of Eussian subjects whose religious susceptibilities it would 
be most unwise to offend, and that it was desirable that a Dalai Lama should bo 
established at Lhassa. Pie inquired whether His Majesty’s Government were opposed 
to the installation and presence of any Dalai Ijama, or only to this particular one. 

M. Isvolsky did not wish the matter mentioned to His Majesty’s Government at 
present. 

On the 13th June M. Isvolsky informed Sir A. Nicolson that he had communicated sirA.Nioot8o 
to the Emperor the bases on which it was proposed the negotiations in regard to juAais, isos.t 
Thibet were to proceed. He stated that both the Emperor and himself were highly b^a.^niooiboi 
satisfied with the liberal character of the demands of His Majesty’s Government, Teugi-Rphic, 
and that he had received instructions to use his best efforts to arrive at a satisfactory 
arrangement. 

M. Isvolsky stated that he had examined the five points of the British demands, 
and vi’as of opinion that there would be no difficulty in coming to an agreement on 
points 1, 3, 4, and 5. He was, however, not clear as to the meaning and scope of 
point 2, which mentioned that Eussia should recognize that Great Britain, by reason Pmnts(^the 
of her geographical position, had a special interest in seeing that the external relations 
of Thibet were not disturbed by any other Bower. ‘ ' ’ 

The word “ disturbed ” somewhat puzzled him, and he would like some explana- 
tion as ’to what would be considered a “ disturbance.” He was of opinion that the 
various engagements laid down in points 1, 3, 4, and 5, and which the Eussian 
Government would probably accept, covered any possibility of intervention of any 
nature. At the same time if Eussia recognized the special interests of Great Britain 
by reason of the geographic position of the latter, he thought that His Majesty’s 
Government should be willing to acknowledge what he termed the ‘ ‘ spiritual ’ ’ 
interest of Eussia in Thibet. 

As he* had pointed’ out before, the Buddhist subjects of Eussia, who were an 
important section, in view of their habitat and of their military aptitude, looked to the iAaiM*.***"" 

(*) r®. supra, pp. 332-3, No. SU.] 

(‘) [v. supra, pp. 384-5, No. 818, and note (®).] 

[16942] z 
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Dalai Lama as their siiiritual Chief. As Ruesia, out of regard to her Catholic subjects, 
had found it necessary to have relations with the spiritual Chief of the Roman 
Catholic religion, so would she lijul it desirable to have relations with the spiritual 
Chief of her Buddhist subjects. He did not see how it would be possible for Russia 
to engage to abstain from all intercourse wdth tlie Dalai Lama without offending, and 
possibly estranging, lier Buddhist subjects. lie had no desire to insist on maintaining 
relations with this or that individual Ilalai Lama, but he considered it necessary that 
some arrangement should be arrived at which would enable Russia to hold communica- 
tion with whatever Dalai Lama w'as in authority on matters strictly and solely 
pertaining to religious questioiis. Ho expressed the hope that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment would take the matter into their serious consideration. 

M. Isvolsky explained that what he desired was that the relations with the Dalai 
Lama, in so far as an occasional Mission to Kt. Betersbui’gh and intercourse between 
the Buriats and that personage were concerned, should be admitted by His Majesty’s 
Government so far as they were restricted to strictly religious questions. 
ialif. With regard to the exclusion of all Russian otficials, in whatever capacity, from 
Thibet, M. Isvolsky said that of late years the Russian Geographical Society had sent 
a Mission into Thibet which had rendered great seiwici’s to goographic.al science. 
It was surely not desired by His Majesty’s Government that 'Phibet should be 
secluded absolutely and entirely from the rest of the world, and that no Mission 
should be permitted to enter it, even when prosecuting a perfectly non-political and 
solely scientific object. Every one of any note was an official of some sort in Russia, 
and if the word “official” were interpreted strictly and literally, this would be an 
effectual bar to any man of science interesting himself directly in Thibetan geography 
and other matters of interest to science. 

Moreover, while His Majesty’s Government wished to rigorously exclude all 
Russians from Thibet, we had provided by Convention for the occasional visit to Lhassa 
itself of one of our officials. 

Sir A. Nicolson was, however, able to dispose of the last assertion, and promised 
to obtain the views of His Majesty’s Government in regard to the points raised. 
He was of opinion that M. Isvolsky would endeavour to secure the maintenance 
of relations in some form with the Dalai Lama which, it appeared to Kir Arthur, 
he regarded as a set-off to the facilities His Majesty’s Government had obtained for 
commercial intercourse. Ho_ proposed to obtain from M. Involsky more precise 
information as to what relations have existed between tlie Buriats ami the Dalai 
Lama._ The question of Geographical Missions would not,, Sir A. Nicolson thought, 
be seriously pressed. He suggested that, while not absolutely and finally excluding 
such Missions from Thibet, Hie Majesty’s Government might instruct him to 
intimate to the Russian Government that this question might be left open on 
conditiori that no such Mission should be dispatched for a specified, term of years, 
and until the situation in Thibet was more settled and satisfactory. 

J interview on the 20th June M. Isvolsky mentioned one further 

inB2d.i9o». point, and that was in speaking of “Thibet” with special reference to no Russian 
officials being admitted therein. Did His Majesty’s Goverjiment mean “Thibet” 
rwrt" as a_ geogra,phical expression, that, is, as defined by geographical limits, or as an 
tinted . administrative unit? He explained that he made this inquiry, as there were 
certain districts in the northern and western parts of Thibet which lay within 
boundaries of Thibet but were not under Thibetan administratipn. 

He added that he had previously spoken of the Dalai Lama alone as spiritual 
head of the country. He had since ascertained that there was also the Tsffihi Lama, 
who had almost equal prerogatives, and, he understood, a separate adminiatrative 
, district. It was possible that, in certain cases, the Russian Buddhists mig^t find 
it necessary to be in relations with the latter also. 

Sir A. Nicolson promised to refer all the points raised by M. Isvolsky to His 
Majesty’s Government. 
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Course of the Negotiations in regard to (1) Dalai Lama. 

Sir A. Nicolson was informed that His Majesty’s Minister at Peking was not Tn-SirA. 
disposed to press for the permanent exclusion of the Dalai Lama from Thibet, in No^wr' 
view of the fact that there would be great difldculty in finding a suitable place of JunTiilfiooi). 
abode if the Lama, who is little over forty years of age, were permanently excluded. 

Should, however, the Eussian Government question him on the subject, he was 
authorized to state that it was because His Majesty’s Government had no desire to 
interfere with the internal administration of Thibet that they considered the return 
of the Dalai Lama to Lhassa to be at the present time inexpedient. His action 
had been so hostile as to provoke the interference of His Majesty’s Government on 
a previous occasion, and might necessitate it again. 

If, in the course of the discussions, the Eussian Government should request Sir A Nicoleor 
that, if the present Dalai Lama be prevented from returning to Lhassa, some other Mogmphic, 
should be installed in his place, he was instructed to point out to the Eussian 
Government • that, as His Majesty’s Government had abstained from intervening N?oouon; 
in the internal affairs of Thibet, neither Government could or should take any steps MaJJJipivio., 
in that direction. June is, looii. 

Sir C. Hardings subsequently informed M. Poklevsky that, while His Majesty’s 
Government had no objection in principle to the return of the Dalai Lama, they 
were afraid that if he returned to Lhassa he would create disturbance and unrest, 
and that, after his action in provoking a war with this country, it was impossible 
to have any confidence in him and to feel sure that he would not provoke another 
conflict. For these reasons His Majesty’s Government did not at all desire his 
return, and hoped that it would not take place. 

On the 13th July M. Isvolsky informed Sir A. Nicolson that he had been air A. Nioolscir 
studying the position and personality of the Dalai Lama, and that he had come to 'riieKroph.c, 
the conclusion that it would be undesirable, in the interest of both Great Britain 
and Eussia, that that personage should return to Thibet, and suggested that some 
understanding might be come to as to his future. He understood that the Chinese 
Government were desirous that that personage should return to Thibet, and he 
thought that this should be counteracted, and would be ready to join in any step 
which might be useful to that end. 

On the 18th July M. Isvolsky said that he was anxious, in order to remove sir a. Nioiaon 
all doubts as to the attitude of the Eussian Government in respect of the Dalai Tetegrapuic 
Lama, that the two GovernmeniB should mutually agree not to take steps for ^“‘y 
facilitating his return to Thibet, leaving China to do what she wished. 

On the 19th July Sir A. Nicolson was informed that a mutual agreement not toSiva, 
to facilitate the return of the Dalai Lama would be quite acceptable to Hie Majesty’s Ni*™,''’ 
Government, and communicated the information to the Eussian Government on 
the _20th July. It was, however, pointed out to him that the action of China was siAA.Niooiaoi, 
outside the control of both Governments, and he was instructed not to enter into Toiegmpuio 
any agreement which might be construed as prohibiting His Majesty’s Government 
from requesting the Chinese Government not to facilitate or permit the return of ^“’y 
the Dalai Lama to Thibet, as circumstances might make it opportune or desirable 
for His Majesty’s Government to do this. 

It has since been ascertained from the Chinese Government that there was m<-. ramaftie. 
no desire on their part that the Dalai Lama should retutn to Thibet; and on the 
19th October Sir J. Jordan reported that they had taken steps to take him to Sir. J. Jordan, 
Kanehan, Kansu Province, to remove him from Eussian influence. , 

M. Isvolsky confidentially informed Sir A. Nicolson on the 19th November sirA.Nkouoi 
that the Dalai Lama was at Gumbum, and that the Eussian Government had let v^wSphic. 
him know that his return to Thibet was at .present undesirable. He added that “■ 

he had heard the Chinese were urging the -Dalai Lama to return to Thibet, as he 
was found to be an inconvenient guest. M. Dorgieff has recently been at 
St. Petersburgh, and it appears that he has been in communication with the Dalai 
Lama. 
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2. Article 2 of the British Demands. 

Nioofsnn' With regard to the woi’d “disturbed” in point 2 of the British demands 

No. u7, ’ Sir A. Nicolson was instructed that the meaning would be made quite clear by the 
expansion of the last five words into “ disturbed by the intervention of any other 
Power such as the establishment of a Protectorate or special Treaty relations.” 

Sir A. Nicolson, TMs he pointed out to the Kussian Government. 

juVw, 1006 . M. Isvolsky observed that this explanation undoubtedly rendered the meaning 

of the phrase perfectly clear, but he said be should like to recast the whole sentence 
referring to the question. He obseiwed that the other points to which the itussian 
Government were quite prepared to subscribe fully, in regard to the suzerainty of 
China, abstention from interference, Ac., seemed to him a sufficient safeguard 
against any Power desiring to establish a Protectorate or special 'J’realy Regulations. 


3. Spiritual Relations between the Russian Buriats and Lhassa. 


Viceroy of 
India, 

July i3, 1906. 


To Sir A. 
NioolBon, 

No. 145, 

July 16, 1906. 

To Sir A. 
Nicolaon, 

No. 326, 

July 17, 1000. 


Sir A. Nitjolson, 
No. 169, 
Teleffraphlc, 
July 20, 1906. 

Sir A. Nioolaon, 
No, 467, 

July 31, 1906. 


With regard to the question of spiritual relations, the Government of India, 
to whom the question was referred, considered that no deputation of Russian 
Representatives to Thibet should in any cu'cumstances bo allowed. It was 
impossible in a case like Thibet to draw a distinction between religious and political 
matters, and the presence of a Repre-sentative would lead to all tlie trouhhis which 
it was one of the main objects of Colonel Younghusband’s Mission to avert. There 
was no desire to prevent bond fide Buriat pilgrims from visiting holy places in 
Thibet, in accordance witli past practice. They could not see, however, why such 
visits should necessitate any relations between Thibet and .Russia, which was not, 
like India, on the Thibetan boundary, but was separated from the holy places by 
over 1,,000 miles of desert and inhospitable country. In the event of interference 
with Buriat pilgrims the proper course would bo to address the Chinese Government. 

Sir A. Nicolson was instructed accordingly. 


In tho course of a couversalion with Sir C. llardinge M. I'oklevsky informed 
him that the usual means of couimunicalion betwetui llio IhisBian Buriats and tho 
Dalai Lama before the dispatch of tho British MiKsion to Lhassa had boon by 
pilgrims, who conveyed money and presents to tlic Lama. Tho Russian Govern- 
ment only desired the continuance of this system, and had no wish to have an 
Agent at Lhassa since His Majesty’s Govormnont had no intention of 
appointing one. 

On the 20th July Sir A. Nicoldon informed M. Isvolsky of the views of His 
Majesty’s Government on the subject, the latter stated that he would like the 
relations between the Russian Buriats and the spiritual Chief in Thibet to remain 
as before, but without any Agent at Lhassa. 


To Sir. A. 

Nicolson, 

No. 146, 
T&legmphic, 
July 16, 1906. 


To Sir A, 
Nioolitoa. 

No. 336, 

July 17, 1906. 


4. Scientific Missions. 

It was pointed out to M. Poklevsky, of the Russian Embassy, by Sir C. 
Hardinge that the Russian Government could hardly expect that His Majesty’s 
Government would agree to Russian Missions exploring in Thibet when British 
Missions were prohibited from doing so. M. Poklevsky admitted that the reply 
in the House of Commons that Sven Hedin had been refused permission to enter 
Thibet from India, would make it easier for the Russian Government to reply to 
associations wishing to send Missions. ™ 

In the course of a conversation Count BenckendorfE informed Sir B. Grey 
that the Russian Government would, he thought, be prepared to agree to a propo^, 
if made by His Majesty’s Government, that no scientific Missions organized by^ 
or composed of. Russian or British subjects, should be allowed to enter Thibet for 
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five years, and that when that time had expired the matter should be further 
considered. 

The Government of India were comiminicated with, but were opposed to any viceroy of 
arrangement which might hamper their dealings in regard to Thibet. It was pointed 1904. 
out to them that their refusal to consider the suggestion thrown out by the Eussian 
Ambassador would be inconsistent with the general policy of His Majesty’s 
Government towards Thibet, and would not conduce to the success of the 
negotiations now proceeding with Kussia. 

It was therefore decided to make the proposal to the Eussian Government; ToSirA. 
but Sir A. Nicolson was at the same time instructed to avoid language committing So. 

His Majesty’s Government to the principle that Eussia was entitled to claim equality 
of treatment with Great Britain in Thibet. 

In an interview with Sir A. Nicolson M. Isvolsky had informed him that he sirA.NicoiRon 
did not wish that in the Agreement which might eventually be drawn up the juiy^ 2 i', im. 
exclusion of Eussian officials from Thibet should he specifically mentioned. The 
end might be obtained by an exchange of notes, or some other means. He thought 
that it would be well if both Governments agreed to have no direct relations with 
the Thibetan Government except through the intermediary of the Suzerain Power. 

He did not^ of course, intend to suggest any modification of the special Treaty 
provisions which existed with respect to our intercourse in connection with the 
trade marts. 

5.' The Sense in which the term Thibet should he Interpreted, 

The Government of India were consulted as to whether the expression Thibet to viceroy, 
should be used in a geographical sense, or as indicating what M. Isvolsky described 
as an “administrative unit.” They were at the same time requested to give some 
definition of the geographical area understood by His Majesty’s Government in the 
word “Thibet.” 

On the 13th July they replied that in their view Thibet included the whole viceroy of 
of the geographical area known as Thibet lying to the south of the Kuenlun range, Telegraphic, 
and extending on the north and east to tracts near 'I’saidam, directly under Chinese 
administration and the provinces of China proper. They stated that the whole 
tract thus defined was within the plenary and autonomous jurisdiction of the Thibet 
authorities, so far as any jurisdiction could be exercised over the northern portion, 
which is uninhabited during the greater part of the year save by wandering 
hunters and gold-seekers. Hppor Tsaidam and Western Thaiji also formed part of 
Thibetan territory. 

If by “administrative unit” M. Isvolsky intended to indicate that Thibet was 
one of the ordinary provinces of (Iiina, the Government of India were unable to 
admit the contention. They regarded Thibet as a feudatory State under Chinese 
suzerainty, with large autonomous powers, and power to conclude Treaties with 
coterminous States regarding mutual trade, frontiers, &c. 

This information was communicated to Sir A. Nicolson, and he was instructed to sir a. 
that the negotiations must be held to apply to the area geographically known as So. iSsJ^Tei., 
Thibet. le", 

To Sir A, 
Kioolson, 

No. 147, Tel., 
July 16, 1906. 

Sir A. Nicolson subsequently reported that M. Isvolsky had suggested that the wrA-Niooiao 
geographical limits of Thibet should be considered those recognized as such by 
China. sir a.niooIsc 

No 467 

6. Mongolia. juiyailiMB. 

The question of Mongolia was also touched upon in the course of the to sir a. 
negotiations. No'lale,”’ 

M. Poklevsky asked Sir C. Hardinge what, was thought of Eussian action there. 

He was informed that, as the result of carefully watching Eussiw action in TJrga, 
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' A- Nicolson, 
.770, 

vemlber 10, 

0 . 


A Nicolson, 

• 

Bf^rapliic, 
luary 0, 1907. 


A, NicoUon, 
m, 

agraplHR, 
ober B, 1906. 


where there was an energetic Consul-General, with, it w^as believed, an escort 
composed of three arms, it had long lieon felt that the Kussian Government 
contemplated some action in that region, although His Majesty’s Government felt 
convinced that Paissia had now no desire for a policy of adventure, it secme/l 
beyond doubt that there was still a certain party in Eussia in favour of a policy 
of absorption in Mongolia, more espocnally as Maiudiuria no longer offered a 
favourable ground for a forward policy in that direction. 

M. Poklevsky emphasked the fact that the ]his>sian Government were very 
anxious for the maintenance of tlie statm quo in IMongolia, and inquired whether 
His Majesty’s Government could agree to some printdplo in accordance with the 
terms of the Japanese alliance. Sir 0. Hardinge expressed his confidence that the 
status quo in Mongolia would be in entire accordance with the views of His 
Majesty’s Government, and that the Japanese alliance had been exi)reH8ly made to 
insure the maintenance of the status quo in Asia. M. Poklevsky mentioned that 
there were Japanese emissaries in Mongolia encouraging the ciiineso authorities 
to tighten their hold over the Administration, and that such a policy wotild 
inevitably end in a conflict with the Mongol Princes, 

It was subsequently pointed out to the Ihissian Ambassador that the tdiinese 
could not be expected to bind themselves not to do what they pleased in their own 
territory. All that His Majesty’s Government could do would he to give di])lomatic 
assistance to get the (Ihineao Government to recognize tlu' Russian frontier, and 
to abstain from interference with it. In this the Japanese Govenumuit might also 
assist. Count Benckendorff was told that any proposals whitdi the RusBian 
Government might make in connection with the status quo in Mongolia would receive 
the careful consideration of His Majesty’s Government. 

M. Dorgieff has recently been in St. Petersburgh in regard to l\roTigolia. It 
is believed that the Russians are anxious to keep the Dalai Tjama at Gnmbutn in 
order to utilize his influence over the Mongols. M. Dorgieff had left, a Secretary 
with the Lama. 

On the 5th January, H107, M, Isvolsky inquired wliether His TVfajesty^s 
Government would be disposed to make some rofereiu^e to the maintenance of the 
status quo in Mongolia when the general bases of the Agreement bad been settled. 
Sir A. Nicolson replied that this was a perfectly new^ suggestion atul he could give 
no reply, but that he would refer homo for instructions. M. Isvolsky begged him 
not to do so at present, as he had merely thrown tlie proimsal out as a suggestion. 

On the 8th October Sir A. Nicolson telegraphed a summary of the Russian 
draft Convention which had been handed to him by M- Tsvolsky.f*) 

Articles I, III, IV and V were found to be identical with those contained in 
the British draft. 


(®) [For the later history of this negotiation with reference to Mongolia, and the project of a 
Mongolian frontier formula, v, supra ^ pp, 284-4), Noh, 20243, unt\ Fd. wofea.] 

(‘‘) [The actual text of this draft was sent homo by Sir A. Nioolaon in his despatch No. 677 
of October 8, H, Ootobor 16. It is as follows : 

F.O, 371/177. 

Art[icloj I. Los deux Hautes Parties oontraetantes reronnaissant les droits suzerains de la 
Chine sur la Thibet, s’an^agont h> roepector Pint^grit^ territohale du Thibet, at s*abstemr de 
toute ingbrenee (intervention) dans son administration int^rieure, 

Artficla] 2. Se conformant au principe admis de la suBerainet^ de la Chine sur b Thibet, la 
Bussie at la Grande Bretagne s’engagont h no traitor avec b Thibet, quo par Pentremis© du 
Gouvernoment Chinois. Get ©ngagemont nbxolut pas toutefois bs rapports directs des agents 
commerciaux anglais aveo lea autorito thib^taines locales, pr^vus par la convention de 1^04 entre 
la Grande Bretagne et le Thibet. II ost bien entendu qua bs boudhistos tant sujets rueses, que 
britanniquee conservent b droit dbntrer en relations directes sur b terrain reiigieux aveo le 
Dabl Lama et lea aukes repr^sontants du boudhisme au Thibet. 

,,.Art[iob] 3. Lee Gouvernaments Britannique et Busse sbnga^ent chacun pour sa part k ne pas 
d® reprdsintants h lirassa, . . # ; : 
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In regard to Article II, however, the alternative proposed by M. Isvolsky runs 
as follows : — 

In conformity with the recognized principle of the suzerainty of China 
over Thibet, Great Britain and Eussia mutually engage not to treat with 2hasm, 
Thibet except through intermediary of Chinese Government. This 

engagement does not exclude the direct relations between the British 
commercial agents and local Thibetan authorities provided for in the 
Convention of 1904 between Great Britain and Thibet. It is clearly understood 
that Buddhists, whether Eussian or British subjects, retain the right of having 
direct relations on religious matters with the Dalai Lama and other 
representatives of Buddhism in Thibet.” 

Sir A. Nicolson pointed out that there was no allusion in this Article^ to the 
special interests of Great Britain as regards the foreign relations of Thibet. 

He stated that M. Isvolsky had at the same time handed him a Memorandum Ocmpaiion of 
as to the British occupation of the Chumbi Valley, suggesting that it might be well 
to mention in the Agreement the temporary character of that occupation. (’') 

The India Office were asked for their ol)Bervations in regard to Article II proposed 
by M. Isvolsky, and also as to the suggestion respecting the Chumbi Valley. 

They replied that, as pointed out by Sir A. Nicolson, the Eussian Article II chjtobe^? 7 ?i 9 L) 
not only suppressed all allusion to the special interests of Great Britain as regards 
foreign' relations in Thibet, but by providing that Great Britain, save in respect of 
local communications under the terms of the Ijhassa Convention, shall not treat 
with Thibet except through the Chinese Government , it placed a restriction on the 
liberty of action of His Majesty’s Government which was not imposed by the Chinese 
Adhesion Convention. Neither the Lhassa Convention of 1904 nor the Adhesion ' 
Convention of 1906 bound His Majesty’s Government not to deal direct with tlie 
Thibetan Government in the event of the infringement by the latter of the terms of 
the Lhassa Convention. 


Art[icle], 4. Les deux Hautes Parties sVngugent ^ ne- reohercher ou obteuir, ni pour leur 
propre compte, ni en faveui; do kurs sujets, aiuuine.p oonceasio-ns do chemins d© kr, routes, 
t^kgraphes et mines, ou autres droits an Thibet. 

Art[iele] 5. Les (hnix Gouvernements annt rracoord qu’aucime partie des revenua du Thibet, 
Roit en nature, soit en esprees ne pcnit 5tro eng«g£'‘e ou assign^^e tant k la Tlusaie et k la 
G-rahde Eretagnc qu’^ leurs sujets.] 


(^) [The text of this Pro-Memoria was as follows ; 

F.O. 371/m. 

Pro^Memofid. 

En vertu do la dt^claration, promulgfu]do par le Vice-ltoi des Incles lo 11 Novemore 1004 
oonjointement k la ratification da la Convention du 7 Beptembre 1904, T^vacuation de la valke 
de Chumbi par les forces britanniques se trouve suhorflonnde k Texacte observation par le Thibet 
de la convention prdeike. 

D ’autre, part la n^cessit6 de maintenir rintdgritd du territoire tliib^tain et de s’abstenir de 
fcoute ing^rence dans les affaires intdrieuros du pays a 4t4 pleinement reoonnue au eoura dea 
pourparlers entre les Gouvernements BuRse et Anglais au sujet du Thibet, Ce principe en outre 
a explicitement formula k Tartiole II de la Convention entre la Grande Bretagne et la Chine 
du 27 Avril 1906. 

Toutefois, la stricto observation par les thib4taina de la Convention de 1904 ne saurait 
presenter le caraet4re d'une certitude absoluo et si pev probable que paraisse en lui-m4me k 
fait d'une infraction de leur part aux engagements pris, il semblerait nScsessaire d’en consider ar 
les consequences que pourrait impliquer la prolongation dm Me de Tocoupation de la valke <hi 
Chumbi tiontrairement a-n principe admis de I’int4grit4 du Thibet, lora il serait peut-^tre 

utile de pf4ciser dans Taccord sur la question thiWtaine 1© caractfere temporaire de Tocoupation 
de la valke de Ohmnbi.tJ 
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Buddhists, 


Chumhi. 


To Iruha OlBca, 
October fJ, 

19lG. 


Cainniunu'atu n 
with Thiljetan 
uuthonties. 


BuriaU and 
Dalai JLamth 


India Omoe, 
November H, 
1000, 

To Sir A. 
NioolHon, 

No. 030, 
December 6, 
10OO. 


The last sentence of the Eiissian Article as to religions relations between 
Buddhists, whether Eussian or British subjects, and the Dalai Lama, seemed to lequne 
consideration in connection with Article 3 of the British draft Agreement \\ith a 
view to safeguarding as far as possible the religions relations between the Russian 
Buriats and Lhassa from being utilized for political purposes. 

With regard to the temporary occupation of the tthumbi Valley, the India Omee 
saw no objection to repeating in the Russian Agreement what had been said on the 
subject in connection with the ratification of the Lhassa (Convention, a,nd accepted 
by the Chinese Government in the Adhesion ('onvontion. At the. same time, in view 
of the explicit declarations already made by His Majesty s Government, tho India 
Office saw no necessity for doing this. , _ 

It was suggested, in reply, that Sir A. Nicolson might be instructed to point 
out that Article I of tho Adhesion Convention of the ‘27tli April, IfiOfi. provides that 
both Great Britain and China ‘ ‘ engage to take at all times such steps as may be 
necessary to secure the due fulfilment of the terms specified ” in the Ijliassa (Convention 
of the 7th September, ]tX)4, and to inform the Russian Government that, in the 
opinion of llis Majesty’s Government, the direct relations between the British 
coimuereial agents and the Thibetan local authorities, which are allowed l)y Article II 
of tho Russian draft, should extend to and ineliuh^ eoinmunications through the 
Thibetan local authorities with tho Thibetan Government, should any such become 
necessary, with regard to the observance by 'I'hibi't of ttu' Tjliussa Convi'iition. Words 
to that effect should, therefore, be inserted in the Article, in order that there should 
be no room for misunderstanding. It was further projiosed to add that, iii view 
of the fact that, except as regards China and various native States, tlu' frontiers of 
Thibet were conterminous only with those of India, llis Majesty’s Govenmieiit 
attached importance to the retention in the Article of words recognizing the special 
interest of Great Britain as regards the foreign redations of Thibet. 

With regard to the question of comnmnications between the Buriats and the 
Dalai Lama, it was proposed to instruct Sir A. Nicolson to endeavour to j)rocure 
acceptance by the Russian Government of words to the effect that the two Govt'nuuents 
would take * such steps as might be nec.e8.sary and possible to prevent these 
communications from assuming any political character. 

It was pointed out that siieh an addition would give llis Majesty’s Government 
considerably stronger grounds for making repreBimtations to the Russian Government 
if it appeared that political communications were passing through the instrumentality 
of tho pilgrims. 

Tho India Office replied that they concurred generally in the insl ructions which 
it was proposed to send to Sir A. Nicolson, with certain slight alterations. 

Sir A. Nicolson was accordingly instructed to inform M. Isvolaky that llis 
Majesty’s Government had carefully considered the proposals put forward by the 
Russian Government with regard to Article II of the draft ('onvontion. lie should 
point out that Article I of the Adhesion (Convention of the 27th April, lOOO. provides 
that both Great Britain and China ‘ ‘ engage to take at all times sntdi steps as may 
be necessary to secure the due fulfilment of the terms specified ’ ’ in the Lhassa 
Convention of the 7th September, 1904, and that, in the opinion of llis Majesty’s 
Govenrraent, Article V of the latter Convention secures to them the right to send 
letters through the British Agent mentioned in that Article to the Thibetan Govern- 
ment as well as to the Thibetan local authorities. lie was therefore to propose the 
omission of the word “locales” after the words “ autorit^s Thib^taines ” in the 
Russian draft, and the addition, at the end of the sentence, of a reference to the 
Convention of the 27th April, 1906, with China. 

Sir Arthur was also to state that, in view of the fact that, except as regards 
Chiha, the frontiers of Thibet are conterminous only with those of the Indian Empire, 
His Majesty’s Government attached importance to the retention in the Article of 
words recognizing the special interest of Great Britain with regard to, the foreign 
relatioru^ of Thibet. He was further to propose the addition to the last seujtence of 
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tne Eusaian draft of words to the effect that no communications between Great Britain 
and Eussia and any Thibetan authority should pass through the instrumentality of 
Buddhist pilgrims, and that the two Governments would take such steps as were 
necessary and possible to prevent the relations of British and Eussian Buddhists 
with the representatives of Buddhism in Thibet from assuming a political cHairacter. 
Special stress was laid on the desirability of obtaining the acceptance of these words 
by the Eussian Government. No objection was raised to the proposal to deal with 
the questions of scientific expeditions to Thibet and the exclusion of Eussian officials 
from that country by an exchange of notes rather than by a clause in the Convention 
itself; nor was there any reason to object to the proposal to repeat in the Eussian 
Agreement what had been accepted by the Chinese Government on the subject of the 
occupation of the Chumbi Valley in the Adhesion Convention. 

In accordance with these instructions, Sir A. Nicolson prepared a fresh draft of 
Article II, which he forwarded to the Foreign Office for consideration. (®) 

The India Office were consulted and agreed to the draft with the exception of the 
words It is understood that ” in the third paragraph, which they changed to ‘‘It is 
recognized that it may be necessary for.” Sir Arthur therefore communicated the 
revised draft to M. Isvolsky. His attitude was satisfactory, but he demurred to 
certain passages, especially paragraph 2 regarding Great Britain’s special interests in 
Thibet. After some discussion, he suggested that the paragraph might come out 
and be inserted as a preamble, if the word “ disturb ” were eliminated or modified. 

Sir Arthur, therefore, drew iip a formula, which he sent home by telegraph on 
the 7th January. 

This draft was approved, but before the telegram saying so had reached Sir Arthur 
M. Isvolsky had handed him a draft preamble, a slight modification of Article I, and a 
modified version of Article II. (®) 

(®) [Enclosed in his despatch No. 834 of December 26, 1906, B. January 7. The wording 
was as follows : ® 

F.O. 371/382. - 

Profoaed Article 11 of the Draft Convention reapeoting Thibet, 

In conformity with the principle of the suzerainty of China over Thibet, Kussia and Great 
Britain severally engage not to enter into negotiations with Thibet except through the mtermediory 
of the Chinese Government. This engagemtmt does not exclude tho direct relations between 
British Commercial Agents and the Thibetan Autliorities as provided for in Article V of the 
Convention Between Great Britain and Thibet of September 7th 1904 and confirmed by the 
Convention between Great Britain and China of April 27th 1906; nor does it modify the engage- 
ments taken by Great Britain and China in Article I of the said Convention of 1906. , 

Bussia Becognises that by reason of its geographical position Great Britain has a special 
interest in seeing that the external relations of Thibet are not disturbed by the intervention 
of any other Power. 

It is understood that British and Eussian Buddhists may enter into direct relations on 
strictly religious matters with the Dalai Ltuna and other Buddhist representatives in Thibet. At 
the same time Great Britain and Bussia severally engage to take such steps as may be necessary 
and possible to prevent the relations between Hrilish and Eussian Buddhists with the representatives 
of Buddhism in Thibet from assuming a political character; and they aJso engage that no 
communications between the Governments of Great Britain and Russia, or their agents, and 
any Thibetan authority should pass through tho instrumentality of Buddhist pilgrims^ into 
Thibet.] 

(®) [The text of these revised drafts was sent home by Sir A. Nicolson in his despatch No. 81 
of January 15, E. January 21. It is as follows : 

F.O. 371/382. 

Preamble and Artiolea I and 11 of Draft Thibetan Convention, — (Communicated informally by 

M. lavolahi, January 2/1^, 1907.) 

Les (Gouvernements de Russi© et de la Grande-Bretagn© reoonnaissant les droits suzerains 
de la Chine sur le Tibet et consid^rant qu© par suit© Ae sa situation g4ographique la Grande 
Bretagne a un int^r^t special k voir le regime actual des relations ext4rieures de Tibet int^gralement 
mointenu, sent convenus de Tacoord suivant. 

I . ; AuTionn I. 

Les deux Hautes Parties Controctantes s’engagent k respecter Tint^grit^ territorials du 
Tibet et k s’abstenir de toute ing4rence dans son adiujnistration int^rieure, 


Sir A. Nicolson 
No. 3, 

Telegraphic, 
January 6, 1B07 


Sir A. Nicolson , 
No. 6, Tel . 
January 7,101)7 
To Sir A. 
Nicolson, 

No. 6, Tel, 
January 15, 
1907. 



Sir A. Nicolson, 
No. 91, 

Janumy 16, 
11)07. 


^cieniific 

AMwiona, 

Sir A Nicolson, 
No. la, 

January 6, 1007. 


Sir J. Jvjrdan, 
No. 17, 
Telegraphic, 
January 21. 
1907. 


Chumbi Valley, 

Sir A. Nioolaon, 
No. 36, 

Jan. 16, 1907. 


In M. Isvolsky’s new draft the second paragraph of Sir Arthur’s draft was 
eliminated, and its place taken by the preamble. Paragraph 1 of Sir Arthur’s draft 
was accepted; but paragraph 3 was considerably modified. The words ‘'ll est bien 
entendu ” were sustituted for ''it is recognijicd that it may bo nocossary for,” and 
the clause at the end of the paragraph, .stipulating that no communications between 
Great Britain or Kussia and the Thibetan authoritios shall pass through the Buddhist 
pilgrims, has been eliminated. M. Tsvolsky gave as his reason for removing this 
paragraph that as the Russian Government undertake in the first paragraph of the 
Article not to enter into negotiations with Thibet except through the Chinese Govern- 
ment, they will not, if they observe tlie terms of the Convention, communicate through 
the Buddhist pilgrims. 

M. Isvolsky’s proposals have been sent to the India Office for their 
consideration, and at the same time they have been informed that, in the opinion 
of Sir E. Grey, the text now offered by the Russian Government appears to offer 
security against undue foreign intorferen(*.o in Thibet, and without being absolutely 
prohibitive to cover ah the ground desired by the India Office. 

M. Isvolsky seemed very unwilling to forbid the dispatch of scientific nnssions 
to Thibet. He said that he did not see how he should be able to jxistify it to the 
Russian Geographical Society. He then inquired as to our view regarding the 
boundaries of Thibet, and said that we should have to define them, in order to 
know what was forbidden ground and what not. Sir A. Nicolson replied that He 
thought we had agreed to take as Thibet the country recogni^zed by China as such. 

M. Isvolsky replied that the Chinese did not seem to have very (dear and 
positive ideas on the subject. This is perfectly true, as, in reply to Sir *T. eTordan’s 
inquiry regarding the boundaries of Thibet, Tong iTplicd that he was ignorant of 
those to the north and east. He promised to make inquiries and let us know, but 
he was not able to obtain any precise information, and it was de(‘ided to accept 
as the boundaries of Thibet those laid down by the India Office. 

Sir A. Nicolson drew up a formula repeating the Retdaration annexed to the 
ratification of the Convention of 1904, and it was proposed that this Declaration 
should form an Annex to the present Agreement, Sir A. Nic^lson’s draft was sent 


AuTior.R TI. 

So oonformant nu pnncip(‘ wlniiH do In mi^.tTainoW do la Chino Riir le Tibot, la Bimme ot la 
Grando Brotagno s’engagont h ni* traitor avoc 1*^ ''Cibot quo par rontronuae d« Gouvornement 
OhinoiK. Get ongagomont n’ojcolut par toutofoiM rapports dos agents commarciawx anglais 
avee les autorit^s tibt^taines pt<5vus par rartiole V de !a convention au 7 Scptembre 1904 entre 
la Graaide Bretagne et le Tibet ot confirm<5s par la Convention du 27 avril 1906 antre 
la Grande Bretagne ot la Chine; il n© modifi© pas non plus les engagements assumes pax la 
(Jrande Bretagne et la Chine en vertu de Tarticle I do la dit© Convention de 1906, 

II est bien entondu quo les boudhistes tant sujots russea quo hritonniqxies peuvent entrer en 
relations direotes sur le terrain strictoment religieux aveo le Dalai Lama et les autres repr^sentants 
du boudhisme au Tibet; les Gouvernoments de Eussie et 4© la Grande Bretagne s’engagent pour 
autant qu’il d4pendra d’eux h ne pas admettro que oes relations puissent porter atteinte aux 
stipulations du present aooord.] 


(1®) [The text was enclosed in Sir A. Nicolson 's despatch No. 85 of January 16, E, January 21, 
and is as follows : 

P.O. 371/882. 

Annexe io the Canveniton heiwieen Orec^ Britain and Russia regarding Thibet n 

Great Britain reaffirme the declaration* signed by His Excellency the Ticerew and Governor- 
General of India and appended to the ratid^ Convention of September 7, 1904, to the eJBfect 
that the British occupation of the Chumbi Valley shall cease after the due payment of the three 
annual instalments of the indemnity of 25,00,000 rupees, and provided that &e trade marts a® 
s^pulated in Article II of the Convention shali have been eSeotively evened for three years, and 
that in the meantime the Thibetans shall have faithfully compiled with the term® of the 
yepveption of 1904 in all ijther respects.^ 
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to the India Office, who approved it, and his Excellency presented it to the Eussian 
Government. 

After consultation with the India Office, it was agreed to accept Articles I and II 
as proposed by M. Isvolsky, but preference was expressed for the preamble drafted 
by Sir Arthur over that ppposed by the Eussian Government, for the reason that 
the Eussian draft only indicated that we possessed a special interest in the 
maintenance of the status quo in Thibet, whereas we claim that in consequence 
of our geographical position, we have a special interest in the external relations 
of Thibet generally. 

The Eussian Government expressed their willingness to accept the British 
preamble, and thus the whole Convention was agreed to by both sides. It was 
proposed to treat the question of the prohibition of the entry of scientific missions 
into Thibet by an exchange of notes; and a note was drafted in conjunction with 
the India Office whereby, in return for a similar undertaking on the part of the 
Eussian Government, His Majesty’s Government agreed not to permit any mission 
organized by or composed of British subjects designed for the purpose of scientific 
investigation to enter Thibet. His Majesty’s Government would also undertake 
to request the Chinese Government to prohibit so far as lay in their power the entry 
of similar expeditions into Thibet from the north and west. This undertaking was 
to hold good for five years, at the expiration of which time His Majesty’s 
Government, in consultation with the Eussian Government, would consider the 
advisability of extending the prohibition for a further period. ("J 

This proposal was submitted to M. Isvolsky, who informed Sir A. Nicolson 
that though personally in agreement with it as to the inadvisability of scientific 
missions proceeding to Thibet, for the present he found that much opposition to 
such a measure would be aroused in Eussia, and that ho would be severely attacked 
if the prohibition were announced in such a formal manner. He could and would 
prevent missions from being organized, but this was different from publicly 
announcing that they were prohibited. He promised, however, to look into the 
nratter, and try and discover whether the desired end could be attained by a 
different method. 

In Sir A. Nicolson’ s original instructions, he was to obtain the consent of the 
Eussian Government to a declaration that His Majesty’s Government were unable 
to admit the presence in Thibet of Eussian officials in any capacity whatever. 
Considerable objection was raised to this point by M. Isvolsky, as has been recorded 
above, and Sir A. Nicolson submitted that in view of the guarantees afforded by 

(“) [The draft note of February 1007 was in the following terms : 

P.O. 371/382. 

Draft Note for cnvimitnicaiion to the Russian Government by Sir A. Nicolson. 

M. Is Ministre, February , 1907. 

■err' Convention signed this day respecting Tibet, I am authorized by 

H[i 3] B[ritanmc] M[a]eBty s] Gov[emnien]t to state that they undertake not to allow, for a 
period of five years from the date of this communication, the entry into Thibet of any Mission 
organized by, or composed of, British subjects, designed for the purpose of scientific investigation 
provided, however, that a similar undertaking is given by ” ‘ “ o’- » 

the entry into Tibet of any scientific mission organized 
H[is] M[ajesty’s] Govfernmenjt further undertake to 
prohibit, for the same period, so far as lies in their p< 

foreign nationality from entering Tibet from the North ana Jiiast, on tbe understanding that 
similar action taken by the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t. At the expiration of five years, His 
Majesty sGov[ernmen]t will consider, in consultation with the Eussian Govremmenlt, the 
advisability, or otherwise of extending this prohibition for a further period. 

For the purposes of the present undertaking Tibet shall be held to include the whole of the 
geographical area knpwn as Tibet lying to the south of the Kuenlan and Naushan ranges, and 

^ tracts near Tsaidam directly unte Chines© administration 
and the provinces of China proper. Upper Tsaidam and Western Thaiji shall also be held to form 
part of Tibetan terntory. 

f have, 




by, or composed of, Eussian subjects, 
request the Chinese Gov[ernmen]t to 
wer, any scientific expeditions of any 


Sir A. Nicolsnr 
No. 30, TbI., 
Feb SO, lUOr. 

To Sir A. 
Nicolson, 

No. 10, 
Telegraphic, 
February 8, 
1907. 


To Sir A, 
Nicolson, 

No. 23, 
Telegraphic. 
February 21, 
1907. 


Sir A Nicolson 
No. 33, 
Telegraphic, 
February 23, 
1907. 


Sir A. Nicolson 
No. fli), 

January 3, 1907 
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To Sir A. 

Nicolson, 

No. 23, Tel., 
Feb, 21, 1U07. 


Sir A Nicolson 
Na. 100, 
February 20, 
1007. 

Sir A. Nicolaon 
Teleiyraphic, 
March IB, 1907 

Sir A. NicoIbdh 
No, 53, 
Telegraphic, 
March 29, 1907. 


Sir A. Nicolaon 
No, 64, 
Telegraphic, 
March 28, 1907. 


the Convention itself, it was unnecessary to obtain a specific stipulation against 
the entry of all Eussian officials into Thibet. Sir Arthur’s suggestion was approved, 
and it was agreed that a specific stipulation was unnecessary. 

The Eussian version of the draft Convention has now been received, and it 
appears to be in conformity with our version with the exception of Article II, 
paragraph 2. The French text contains the words “relations directes,” whereas 
’ the English has simply “relations.” It is proposed to include the word “ dii^ect ” 
in the English version to make it correspond with the French. 

The question of the prohibition of scientific missions has also been arranged, 
and a draft note submitted by M. Isvolsky has been accepted. This note is similar 
to the English draft, but limits the admission of scientific missions to three years 
instead of fiye.(^^) 

The matter is thus settled with the exception of — 

1. The Eussian Government signified their willingness to accept the draft 
Annex regarding the British occupation of the Chumbi Valley, but suggested that 


(^2) fTho BusHiati draft Hcni l)y Sir A. Nicolaon on February 20 was fallows : 

F.O. 371/S82. 

Pro-yncmorii^ cfimjfwvnicntrd hi/ M. hvoUhi to Sir A. Nicohon, 

La Goiivarni'nipnt Imperial <le Hussie staaiit ])rM a accepter rat^.ord avee le Gauveniemont 
Britanniquo sur la question Tibetiiino dans los teuaiu's du projet ri*mis pur S[on] Kfxcellencel 
Sir Arthur Nicolson le 1/14 fevrier courant dont un texte Irampiis h(‘ trouve ci-joiiit. 

Toutefois avflnt de considdrer la presente questitui comme dL‘finitivement r<5^1(‘e, le Gouverne- 
ment Imperial tiendrnit a connuiire les vues du G(mvornemont Britanniqiie sur la durdc de 
I’oecupation de la vallde de (liiurnbi (pro-m^eajor/d du 25 Hept'unbre TODO) tunsi que sur 
I’autorisation aux explnraleurs et .savant'^ russes do voyager en territoire TibiHain dans dofi buts 
exclusivement scientifiiques. 

Le 6 (19) Fivrier, 1907. 

Draft. 

En raison do I’int^r^t .special que par suite do sa sittuvtion gdographique la Grande Bretagne a 
dans lea relations ext^rieures du Tibet ct en vue du d/‘sir de In Grande Bretagne et de la Eussie 
d’arriver h, un accord co sujs't les dtuix II antes Parties eiUitractantea sunt convenues des 
articles suivants. 

Auticlk I. 

Les do\ix Hautea Parties contraetnutes s*engag(*nt h, respoeter Fintt^gritt^j territoriale du 
Tibet et h s’abatenir de toute iugdrenee <lan.-; son ndruinistration intt^neurt\ 

AitTICLE IT. 

So conformant au prineipe de la suzerainetd de ia Chine sur le Tibet la Eusaie at la 
Grande Bretagne s’engagent no trailer avee 1<‘ Tilx't que par Pentremise du Gotivernement 
Ghinois. Get engagenumt n’excdut pas toutefois lea rapports des agents commerciaux anglais avec 
los autorit^B tibdtaines prdvus par Farticde V de la oonvantion du 7 eeptembre 1904 ontre la 
Grande Bretagne et h Tibet et confimi4s par la Gonvontion du 27 avril 1906 entre la Grande 
Bretagne ot la Chine; il ne modifie. pas non plus lea engagements assures par la Grande Bretagne 
et la Chine en vartu de I’artiole I de la dite Convention de 1906. 

II eat bien entondu que las boudhiaios tant aujets rusees que britanniques peuvent entrer en 
relations directes aur la terrain strictament religiaux avfXi le Dalai* Lama et les autres repr4sentants 
du boudhiamo au Tibet; les Gouverncments do Eussie et de la Grande Bretagne s’engagent pour 
autant qu’il d^pendra d’eux k ne pas admeltre que ces relations puissent porter atteinte aux 
stipulations du present accord. 

Abtiole III. 

Les Gouvemetnents Britannique et Busse s’engagent ohacun pour sa part h ne pas envoyer de 
repr^sentants k Lhassa. 

Auticlk IV. 

1^5 Deux Hautes Parties s’engagent k ne reohercher on obtenxr, ni pour leur propre compte, 
ni en favour de leurs sujeis auounes concessions de chemins de fer, routes, tdMgxaphes et mines, 
ou autres droits, au Tibet. 

Aetiol® V* 

Les deux Gouvernements sent d’acoord qu’aucune partie des revenua du Tibet, soit en nature, 
soit en espfeees, ne pent 6tre engages ou assignee tant k la Kussie et k la Grande Bretagne qn'k 
leurs 


(13) infra^ p, 852, No, 816, end. 5,] 
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a clause should be added providing that, in the event of anything occurring to 
prevent the evacuation, the definitive term of the evacuation should be the subject 
of friendly negotiation between tiie two Governments. His Majesty’s Government 
are prepared to accept the draft with the omission of the words providing for a 
discussion regarding the definitive term of the evacuation, and 8ir A. Nicolson 
has been instructed to point out to the Russian Government that the evacuation 
of the Chumbi Valley is entirely dependent on the fulfilment by the Thibetans of 
our Convention of 1904, and that it would be quite impossible that we should agree 
to discuss with another Power the question whether the stipulations of that 
Convention had been complied with. Sir Arthur was also to point out that His 
Majesty’s Government had no reason to anticipate that the terms of the Convention 
will not be carried out, and they sincerely desired that the date of evacuation will 
not be retarded at all. A draft containing the paragraph suggested by the Russian 
Government with the omission of the last five words will be handed to M. Isvolsky.(^'‘J 

2. The question of an understanding respecting the status of Russian traders sirA.Nicoiac 
in Thibet, which has been raised by M. Isvolsky. Sir Arthur has been instructed ^.” 12 , 1907 . 
not to recur to the matter again unless M. Isvolsky revives it. In the event of to sir a. 
his Excellency doing so. Sir Arthur will request a written statement of his views. No? 28 ?Tei., 

Feb. 26, 1007. 

, 3. Sir A. Nicolson has been instructed to inform M. Isvolsky that we prefer To sir a. 
not to import into the negotiations subjects such as Mongolia, which have no direct Ni'iiiT’ 
bearing on the question of Thibet, but that in any case we could not go further Flbru«^8°’ 
than to say that we are prepared to recognize Russia’s special interest in the districts 
of Mongolia coterminous with the Russian frontier. Before we did so, however, 
we should require that the special interests and the area to which they extend were 
defined. 

4. The boundaries of Thibet. These were laid down as the country lying to sir a. 
south of the Kuenlan and Nanshan ranges, and extending on the north and east 
i.o tracts near Tsaidam directly under Chinese administration and the provinces of TeieBraphic, 
China proper. Upper Tsaidam and Western Thaiji were also considered part of 
Thibet. M. Isvolsky stated that in his opinion these limits were rather extended, 
and he suggested that we should accept the Chinese boundaries of Thibet as delimiting 
its area. An opportunity^ for inquiring would present itself when wo approached 
the Chinese Government in order to obtain thoir consent to prohibiting the entry 
into Thibet of soienti^c missions. 

Foreign Office, A'pril 18, 1907. 

('■*) [tJ. infra, pp. !)4!)-r)n, No. 


No. 316. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edicard Grey. 

F.O. 371/382. 

(No. 219.) Petersburgh, D. April 22, 1907. 

urnu a , E. April 29, 1907. 

With reference to your despatch No. 145 of the 8th instant, I have the honour to 
transrmt to you herewith an aide-memoire which I left with M. Isvolsky this afternoon 
in r^ly to the memorandum which His Excellency had communicated, to me respecting 
the British occupation of the Chumbi valley. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 
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Enclosure in No. 315. 

Aide-mSmoire communicated to Russian Government, April !) (22), 1907. 

H[i 3 ] M[ajesty’s] Embassy had the honour to receive the Memorandum in which 
it was suggested that a paragraph should be added to the annex to the Thibetan 
Convention regarding tlie occupation of the Chumbi valley. The paragraph in question 
was to the effect that if the occupation for some cause or another were prolonged over 
the specified period “ les Gouvernements Britannique ot Eusse entreront dans uir 
echange de vues amical concernant le terme definitif de Tevacuation.” 

H[iB] M[ajesty’B] Embassy is authorized to accept this additional paragraph 
provided that the words “ concernant le terme definitif de Tevacuation ” are omitted. 

H[is] M[aje8ty’s] Embassy would wish to point out that the evacuation of the 
Chumbi valley is entirely dependent on the fulfilment by the Thibet.an Government 
of the Convention of 1904, and it is clear that n[iB] Bfritannic] M[aje8ty’s] 
Gov[ernmen]t could not agree to discuss with another Power whether the stiprdations 
of the Conventioir of 1904 liad been complied with. 

H[is] M[ajesty’s] Embassy is, however, enabled to state that there is no reason 
to anticipate that the stipulations will not bo fulfilled, and that H[ia] B[ritannic] 
M[ajesty’s] Government are sincerely desirous that the date of the evacuation should 
not in any way bo retarded. 


No. 316. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/382. 

(No. 241.) ' St. Petorshurgh, D. Maij 4, 1907. 

Sir, E. May 18, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit, lierewith, (!oj)y of an Aide MSmoire, with its 
enclosure, which I have received from tho Ministry for Foreign Affairs stating that the 
Russian Government agree to the omission of the words “ concernant le tonne 
definitif do Tevacuation ” from tho Annox(i to the Thibetan Convonfiion concerning the 
British occupation of tho Chumbi Valley. Th(>y wish to replace the above words by 
“ il ce Huje.t ” in order to complete the phrase, and it seems to mo that this substitution 
is unobiectiouable. 

I had informed the Minister for Foreign Affairs verbally that His Majesty’s 
Government accepted the terms of the Russian Draft note concerning scientific 
missions, but 1 have now communicated this assurance in an Aide MSmoire of which 1 
beg leave to enclose a copy. 

For convenience of reference I transmit copies of the Annexe to the Thibetan 
Convention, and also of the note concerning scientific missions in French and English, 
and I should be grateful if you would inform me if you would wish any corrections 
made in the EngUsh translations of the French text. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 316. 

Aide~m4moirc, 

Le Minist&re des Affaires Etrang^res a eu Thonneur de recevoir Taide mdmoire 
de TAmbassade Britannique en date du 10/28 avril c[ouran]t(*) au sujet de 
Toccupation de la vallAe de Chumby par les fofces anglaises. 

Prenant acte du dfisir feoned par le Gouvemement Britannique de ne pas voir 
retardde la date fixfia pour T Evacuation de oette partie du territoire thibEtain, le 

, (1) [v. supra, No. 816, e«oI, The date given there, April 9/22, is correct;] 



Gouvernement Imperial est pret a omettre dans le texte de 1’ annexe Ji, la convention 
concernant le Thibet les mots “ concernant le terme definitif de 1’ evacuation ” en les 
remplafant par “ a ce sujet ” pour completer la phrase au point de vue de la redaction. 
Le texte ainsi arrete se trouve ci-joint. 

En portant ce qui pi'ecede a la coiinaissance de I’Ambassade Britannique le 
Gouvernement Imperial aime a esperer qu’il pourra recevoir une reponse favorable 
quant au projet de note ayant trait aux expeditions scientifiques dans le Thibet et 
soumis a I’approbation du Cabinet de Londres. 

Saint-Petershourg, le 20 Ainil (3 Mai), 1907. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 316. 

Annexe d, la Convention entre la Grande Bretagne et la Russie concernant le Thibet. 

La Grande Bretagne reaf&rme la declaration signee par S[on] E[xc6llence] le 
Viee-Eoi et Gouverneur- General des Indes et annex4e la ratification de la Convention 
du 7 Septembre 1904, stipulant que I’occupation de la valine de Chumby par les 
forces britanniques prendra fin apres le payement des trois annuites de 25^00,000 
roupies, &, condition que les places de marche mentionnees dans I’article II de’la dite 
Convention soient effectivement ouvertes depuis trois ans, et que les autoritds 
thibetaines durant cette pdriode se conferment strictement sous tons les rapports aux 
termes de la dite Convention de 1904. II est bien entendu que si I’occupation de la 
vallee de Chumby par les forces britanniques n’aura pas pris fin pour quelque raison 
que ce soit, a l’epoque prdvue par la declaration prdcitde, les Gouvernements 
Britannique et Eusse entreront dans un dchange de vues amical u ce sujet. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 316, 

Aide-mimoire. — (Communicated May 4, 1907.) 

H[iB] M[aje8ty’B] Embassy has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Aide-Mimoire of the 20th April/3 May, stating that the Imperial Gov['ernnionJt 
are willing to omit the words “ concernant le terme ddfinitif de I’dvacuation ’’ from the 
text of the annexe to the Convention regarding Thibet. 

H[i8] M[ajeety’s] Embassy begs leave to inform the Imp[erial] Minfister] for 
F[orei_gn] A[fEairB] that H[i8] M[ajeBty’s] G[overnment] accept the text of t^e note 
regarding scientific expeditions to Thibet, which was communicated by the Imperial 
Gov[ernmen]t in the Pro Memorid of March 13/26, 1907. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 316. 

Draft Annexe to Thibet Convention. 


La Grande Bretagne lAaffirme la declara- 
tion signte par Son Excellence le Viceroi 
et Gouverneur-Gdn^ral des Indes et 
annex^e k la ratification de la Convention 
du 7 septembre 1904, stipulant que Toccu- 
patioii de la valliie de Chumby par les 
forces britanniques prendra fin apiAs le 
payement des trois annuites de 25,00,000 
roupies, k condition que lea places de 
marche mentionnies dans I’artiele II de 
la dite Convention soient effectivement 


Great Britain reaffirms the decla- 
ration signed by His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India, 
appended to the ratified Convention of 
September 7, 1904 and stipulating that 
the British occupation of the Ohumbi 
valley shall cease after the due payment 
of the three annual instalments of the 
indemnity of 25,00.000 rupees, provided 
that the trade marts as mentioned in 
Article II of the said Convention shall 
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ouvertes depuis trois ans et que les autorites 
thibetaines durant cette p^riode se con- 
forment stricteinent sous tons les rapports 
aux tei-mes de la dite Conveiitinn de 1904. 
II est bien entendu que si roccupation dc 
la vallee de Chumby par les forces bri- 
tanniques n’aura pas pns fin, pour quelque 
raison que ce soit, k Tepoque prc^vue par la 
declaration precitee, les Gouveniements 
Britannique et Russe entreront dans un 
echange de vues amical k ce sujet. 


have been effectively opened for three 
years, and that in the meantime the 
Thibetan authorities shall have faithfully 
complied with the terms of the said Con- 
vention of 1004 in all other respects. It 
is understood that if the occupation of the 
Chnmhi valley by the British forces shall 
not have terminated, for some reason or 
other, at the date indicat.ed in the above- 
mentioned declaration, the British and 
Russian Governments will enter into a 
friendly interchange of views on the 
subject. 


KnclosLiro 5 in No. 316. 
Draft Project of Note. 


Me r4f&'ant k la Cbiiveiition au sujet 
dit Thibet, signde aujourd’hui, j’ai Thon- 
neur de faire savoir k Votre Excellence 
la declaration suivante. 

Le Gouvernement Britannique jugc 
utile, pour autant quTl ddpendra de lui, de 
nfe pas admettre — sauf accord pvdalable 
avec le Gouvernement Busse — pour line 
dur6e de trois ans k partir de la date de la 
pr4s0nte communication, Tentrfe au Thibet 
d'uiie mission scientifique quelconque, ii 
condition toutefoia qu'une assurance pareille 
aoit donn(5e de la part du Gouvernement 
Imperial de Eussie. 

Le Gouvernement Britannique ae pro- 
pose en outre de a'adresser au Gouverue- 
ment Chinois afin de faire agrdcr k ce 
dernier une obligation analogue pour une 
p(5riode correspondante : il va de soi que 
la m§me demarche sera faite par le 
Gouvernement Basse. 

A Texpiration du terme pr^eitd, le 
Gouvernement Britannique avisera d'un 
commun accord aveo le Gouvernement 
Busae k 1’ opportunity, sfil y a lieu, tie 
meaures ultlrieures k prendre concernant 
les expeditions soientifiques au Thibet. 


With reference to the convention con- 
cerning Thibet signed to-day, I have the 
honour to make the following declaration 
to Your Excellency. 

The British Government consider it to 
be desirable not lo allow, without previous 
agreement with the Russian Government, 
and so far as it lies in their power, the 
entry of scientific missions into Tliibet 
for a periotl of tliree years from the date 
of the present communication, on the 
understanding that a similar assurance is 
given by the Imperial Russian Govern- 
ment. 

Eurthermore, the British Government 
propose to address themselves to the Chinese 
Government with the view of obtaining 
the consent of the latter to a like under- 
taking for a corresponding period, always 
on the understanding that the Russian 
Government will take a similar step. 

On the expiration of the above-men- 
tioned term, the British Government will 
consider in accord with the Russian 
Government as to the expediency, should 
such exist, of further measures being 
adopted concerning scientific missions to 
Thibet. 


[ED. NOM.— 'Die following is the text of the Anglo-Eussian Arrangement concerning Thibet 
taken from the British original text, which was sent to Sir E. Grey by Sir A. Nioolson with his 
despatch No. 445 of August bl, 1907, B, September H, u. infra, p. 50Ii, No. 4^>0. The preamble 
to the Convention is also printed there, as the Persian arrangement formed the first part of the 
Convention. The full text is printed infra, pp. dlB-20, /ippendu X.] 

No. 317. 

Arrangenmit concernant le TMhet. 

Les Gouvemements de la Grande Bretagne et de Russie, reconnaissant les droits 
„^u 2 zerakis de la Chine snr le Thibet et consid6rant que pa^ , suite de sa situatiqifi 
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La present© Convention sera ratifiee et les ratifications on seront echangeos a 
St. Petersbourg aussitot que faire so poiiiTa.(^) 

En foi de quoi les Plenipoteniiaires respectil's out signe la presente convention et 
y ont appose leurs cachets. 

Fait a St. Petersbourg, en double expedition, le 18/31 Aofit, 1907. 

A. NICOLSON. ISWOLSKY. 

(L.S.) (L.S.). 


(0 [Ratificatians wcro uxclian^red nn Si'ptembcr 23. A funnal communication of the text 
was made to the Great Powers on 24th, to (liina on the 25th, and to the public on the 26th. 
A substantially accurutc summary hud appean^l in the Riissinu newspaper tile “ Ketch ” on 
September 19. 

The English text of the agreements, which was a translation only, is printed in J9.F.5.P,, 
Vol. 100 (1911), p. 555, nqq. Tlic lull Kreuch text is printed infra, pp. blH^-2(), Appendix 1. 1 


No. 918 {a). 

Sir A. NicoUon to M, IsvohkL{^) 

F.o. mjm, 

M. le Ministre, ^ Smut-P6tcnhounj, Ic 18 (31) Aoilt, 13(»7. 

Me referant a rarraugomout au aujot du Thibet signS axyourdTuii, j’ai 
I'honneur de faire 5. Votre Excellence la Declaration suivante : — 

“Le Gouvernement Britannique juge utile, pour autaut qu’il depundra de lui, 
de ne pas admettre, sauf accord prSalable avec le Gouvernement Busso, pour une 
durde de trois ans S, partir de la date de la presente comniuni cation, I’ontrde au 
Thibet d’une mission scientifique quelcouquo, a condition toiitofois qu’uno assurance 
pareille soit donn§e de la part du Gouvernement ]nij)erial do Jlussie. 

“ Le Gouvernement Britannique se propose, ('n outre, de s’adressor au 
Gouvernement Chiuois afin de faii’c agrdcr a co dernic'r uiic obligation analogue 
pour une p^riode correspondanto ; il va do soi que la memo demarche sora faite par 
le Gouvernement Eusse. 

“A I’expiration du terme de trois ans prdcitd, lo Gouvernement Britannique 
avisera d’un commun accord avec Ic Gouvernemont Eusse it I’opportunitd, s’il y a 
lieu, de mesures ultdrieures it prendre concernant les expeditions scientifiques au 
Thibet.” 

Je saisis, &c. 

(SignI) A. NICOLSON. 

(*) [A certified copy ct Sir A. Nicolson’s note was encloBcd in his despatch No. 446 of 
August 81, 1907, infra, p. 602, No. 460. The original text of M. Isvolski’s reply (v. below) is 
bound up with the British original treaty.] 


No. 318 (b). 

M. hvolshi to Sir A. NicoUon. 

Monsieur I’Ambasadeur, Saint-PSterabourg, le 18 (81) Aodt, 1907- 

Bn rSponse 8. la note de Votre Excellence en date de ce jour, j’ai I’honneur de 
declarer & mon tour que le Gouvernement Imperial de Eussie juge utile, pour autant 
qu’il dSpfudra de lui, de ne pas admettre, — sauf accord prdalable avec le 



Gouvernement Britannique, — pour une durfie de trois ans a partir de la date de la 
prgaente communication, 1’ entree au Thibet d’une mission scientifique quelconque. 

De meme que le Gouvernement Britannique, le Gouvernement Imperial se 
propose de s’adresser au Gouvernement Chinois afin de faire agreer a ce dernier une 
obligation analogue pour une periode correspondante. 

II reste entendu qu’a I’expiration du terme de trois ans les deux Gouvernements 
aviseront d’un commun accord a Topportunite, s’il y a lieu, de miesures ulterieures 
prendre concsrnant les expeditions scientifiques au Thibet. 

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur I’Ambassadeur, I’assurance de ma haute consideration. 

ISWOLSKY. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 
PERSIA. 


[ED. NOTE. — For tho .subjeo), ul tliiK c.kupti'r u. Sir I’ri'cy Sykes • History of I’crsia 
2nd ed. (1921). Vol. 11, ch.s. LXXX-LXXXIII; Sir Arllnir ILirdinge : A Diplomatist in the Etui 
(1928), cL. IX; F. Q. Browne: The. 1‘rrmiw HnnthitiDH-, li)0;>->) (I91U) ; Jjord Kunaldsliiiy ; Tltts 
Life of Lord Gvroon (1928), Vol. I], cli. VI. iiji. 119-101, iind idi. XXIU; Sir Arnold Wilson: 
The Persian Oulf (1928), ch. XVI. A short .summary of dovDlopmcnts after 1905 may here bo 
given to make mtelligible some ut the Hllusion.s l)rdow. Throughout 1905 there wms disturbanoos 
which ultimately took the fornr of a demand for rcpro.sonlutivc' institutions and a constitution 
These beoame too strong to be resisti'd,_ and on August 5, 1906, the Shah, Muzafiur-ud-Din’. 
issued a rescript promising to form a national asseud)ly (Mejlis.s) representing the whole people. 
Elections then took place and the Shah formally opened the fir.st session in person on October 7 
1906. Disputes began but the Shah signed the L'oustitutiuu on .I:uuiar\ 1, 19117, dyiii"' on Uu' 8lh' 
He was succeeded by his eldast son krohanimed Ali Mirza, who pledged himself to the Constitution 
m a message to his people of February 11, 1997. Though thi.s by no nu'iins allayed the public 
discontent, the Anglo-Rus.sian Entente was eoneluded before IMoha.mmed Ali’s ruin was seriously 
.shaken. Ho was, however, hostile to the Mejiiss, mid eonfliel was frequent. He was ultimatoly 
compelled to seek refugo in the Itussian Li'gation at 'I’ehraii (duly 15, 1909), and thonce exiled to 
the Crimea._ His second son, Sultan .\luned Mirza, aged 12, alivudy recognised a,s the Valiahd 
succeeded him with Asad-ul-Mulk a-s Regent.] ' ’ 

I.— THE “CURZON DESPATCH” AND THE REPLY OF THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT, 1899-1900. 

[It’D. NOTE.— On September 21, 1890, nine months after the arrival of I^ord Curzon in India, 
the Covernuicut of India sent a lung dcsputcli to the Secretary of Statu for India in Council 
upon British policy in Persia and the Persian Gulf. On July 6, 1900, the Secretary of State, 

Lord Craoi’go Hauiilion, aant a rs'ply. 

As tho roBult of debates in tlu', ihnim (yf Lonls oii FcLruury 0 aud It), lOOd {ParL Deb,, iih 
PoL laj), pp. D99-1047, and in tht* of CominnnK on lA'hrnary 17 {Pari Dch., 

iih Sor., VqL 184, pp, 4G0-r)()3, <'sp(‘cially pp. 543-50) , a substantial <‘xtract from ibv, dospatch of 
tho Cyovernmont of India was published as a command paper (.1. (t; P, (JXXV, (Od, B8S2) 

pp. 457-67. c'p* Pari, Deb., 184, pjo 1711 5). Though d(‘S(*riho<l on publication as 

an extract, inany of the most import aut Hectitms of tlu^. original dotmment wore in fact reproduced. 

Tho Editors have thought it luayHesa to reprint jiurngi'aphH 1-27, aa tlwsii aro given with 
substantial accuracy in the Parliaun'iitary Paper, a few sentunuos only being slightly summarised. 
The Editors have omitted paragraphs 28-39, which deal with the Russian advance in Khorassan, 
Seistan, etc., in considerable didail. Paragraphs 40-49 <le.suribu French, Uunuau, Turkish and 
other interests in the Persian Gulf. Paragraphs 42-16 are printed in full. 

From the standpoint of Atvglo-Russian relations tho vital part of the despatch is contained 
in paragraphs 47-62, which are now printed in full, although already published in the Parliamentary 
Paper with some omissions. _ 'The remaining part of thi' despatch is teohuioal and rulattis mainly 
to details of consular establishment, etc., which have been accordingly omitted.] 

No. 319. 

The Government of India to tho Secretary of State for India in Council. 

P.0, Persia 616. 

My Lord, Simla, September 21, 1899. 

.... 42.' It should be noted that in tho recent jfapers, with copies of which we 
have been favoured by Her Majesty’s Government, we have found a repudiation of 
French ambitions in the quarter under discussion, no less explicit that that which we 
have already quoted from the lips of Count Mouravieff. On July 19th, 1899, M. Gambon 
said to Lord Salisbury that “Prance had no political aspiration whatever in the 
Persian Gulf ; that she did not desire any kind of fortification or settlement or political 
privileges, or anything beyond the maintenance of those rights already insured to her 
by treaty.” We have been gratified to read this assurance, by which we hope that 
succeeding French ministries may hold themselves bound. But we regret that it has 
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not been communicated, not merely to Her Majesty’s Government, but also to the 
French Agents in those regions, who do not appear to be equally acquainted with the 
views of the Government that they serve. 

43. In recent years Germany has begun to display a positive and an increasing 
interest in Persia and also in the Persian Gulf. This interest has been the historical, 
and perhaps the natural, sequel of a commercial policy that has for some time aimed 
at securing the control of the principal railways in the Turkish dominions in Asia 
Minor, and of a political ambition, that more recently still, would appear to aim at the 
protection of the Ottoman Empire, alike in Europe and Asia. The obvious corollary to a 
system of German railways in Asia Minor, would be similar railroads to the Persian 
border and through Mesopotamia to the Persian Gulf. Already, as Sir M. Durand 
has informed the Foreign Ofldce, the Germans have procured a concession for the 
construction of a road from Khanikin, on the Turko-Persian frontier, to Tehran, and 
have apparently only abstained from pressing for a railroad in the same quarter, 
because of the violent opposition with which the Euesian Minister met the proposal at 
Tehran. The second son of the Shah, Prince Malik Mansur, has been spending several 
months in 1898-99 in Germany, where his education and proclivities are reported as 
having acquired a marked philo-Teutonic tinge. German military instructors have been 
proffered for the reorganisation of the Persian army. Prolongations of the Turko- 
German railways to Baghdad and to the Persian Gulf have been and are still being freely 
discussed; and the German Government are endeavouring to procure an interest in the 
overland Turkish Telegraph to Fao. In the Gulf itself a German Consulate was 
established in 1897 at Bushire, to safeguard the interests of six German subjects in 
the entire ports of that sea. A Bremen firm opened business at Bushire, but the 
specially chartered steamers which were sent out from Germany appear to have been 
a failure. At Basrah a more resolute attempt is being made to capture the local 
market. Quite recently a number of Germans have for some time been engaged in 
a study of the situation at Bunder Abbas. During the spring of the present year, a 
German man-of-war, the “ Arcona,” visited Maskat, Lingah, and Bushire; and reports 
have reached us of the likely appearance, at no distant date, of a German line of 
merchant steamers in the Gulf. 

44. While we regard these symptoms of increasing German interest in the 
Persian Gulf as emphasising the international aspect which the Persian question 
appears more and more destined to assume, and therefore as adding to the complexities 
of an already sufficiently difficult situation, we do not question the bond fide commercial 
enterprise which is carrying German trade there, as to so many other open seas and 
ports in the world, and we can conceive that we may even find, in the existence of 
German political intereste, an occasional ally or safeguard for our own. Gerinan 
interests, however, have a tendency to grow with some rapidity, and by steps which 
are not always acceptable to their neighbours : and we think that the need for an early 
decision upon the future policy to be adopted by Pier Majesty’s Government is not 
diminished, but is enhanced, by the appearance of so active a competitor upon the 
scene. 

45. Apart from the recurrent symptoms of activity on the southern and western 
shores of the Persian Gulf, with which Her Majesty’s Government are familiar, the 
Turkish Government have also in recent years displayed aft. increasing interest in its 
political fortunes. A determined attempt has been made to fortify the shadowy 
pretensions of the Ottoman Ports to suzerainty over Koweit. A Turkish title has been 
conferred upon the Sheikh ; and forces have more than once been assembled at Basrah 
for a contemplated expedition against that place. Intrigues are constantly in progress 
at Bahrein. During 1898 and 1899 a Turkish corvette has been a frequent visitor at 
Lingah, where, the Sheikh being of Arab descent, Turkish interests’ are supposed to 
exist. Finally, the decisions of the Venice Conference and the proceedings of the 
Sanitary Board at Constantinople have enabled Turkey to claim an interest in the 
navigation of those waters, of which she has not been slow to take advantage. _ 

46. The only other recent evidences of foreign intervention in the Persian Gulf, 
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of which we are cognisant, are a concession for the pearl-fisheries in that sea, which was 
given in 1808 by the Persian Government to a Spaniard and a Belgian, under Eussian 
auspices: and the conteinpl-atcd appearance at the Gulf ports of customs officers of 
Belgian nationality, similar to those who have already been placed in charge of the 
customs houses at Kermanshah and Tabriz, and whoso influence, said to be omnipotent 
at the present moment with the Sadr Azam, is known to be entirely enlisted on the 
side of France and Russia. 

47. We have gathered together these symptoms of external, and notably of 
Eussian or of Russophil, interest in Southern Persia and in the Persian Gulf, not 
because we desire to invest them individually with an importance to which they are not 
entitled, but because collectively they indicate, in a manner that ie not open to 
misinterpretation, the policy and ambitions of foreign Powers, and because we desire to 
impress upon Her Majesty’s Government the fact that in an area, by land and by sea, 
which Great Britain regards with good reason as falling within hor sphere of influence, 
that influence is being directly and increasingly challenged by other nations, who, in 
proportion as their foothold becomes more securely established, will resist any preferen- 
tial claims, upon whatever foundation in history or in fact they may reet, and will claim 
for themselves an equality of right which in themw it may be difficult to contest. 

48. More particularly do these considerations apply to the case of Russia, whose 
advance across the deserts that form a natural harrier of division between Northern and 
Southern Persia, cannot be regarded with anything but uneasiness by the Government 
of India, and the appearance of whose flag in the Persian Gulf would import a novel 
element of unrest into a situation that is at no time without its anxious features. 
We desire deliberately to say to Your Lordship, with a full consciousness of our 
responsibility in so saying that difficult as we find it in existing circumstances to meet 
the financial and military strain imposed upon us by the ever increasing proximity of 
Eussian power upon the northern and north-weetorn frontiers of India from the Pamirs 
to Herat, we could not contemplate without dismay the prospect of Eussian neighbour- 
hood in Eastern or Southern Persia, the inevitable consequence of which must be a 
great increase of our own burdens; while the maritime defensibility of India would 
require to be altogether reconsidered, were the dangers of a land invasion to be 
supplemented by the appearance of a possible antagonist as a naval power in waters 
contiguous to Indian shores. 

49. We cannot pretend to divine the future, or to say whether any European 
Power, and if so which, will at any time push her advance to the point of claiming a 
maritime outlet in or near to the Persian Gulf. The fate of Meeopotamia lies beyond 
our ken ; and it may be that in the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, some stronger 
Power may one day exercise dominion at Baghdad, may occupy Basrah, and may 
demand access for its vessels to the neighbouring waters of the Gulf. Such a 
consummation, it is in our opinion, in the interests of British policy, as long as may be 
possible, to postpone. But upon the question of allowing any European Power, and 
more especially Russia, to overrun Central and Southern Persia, and so to reach the 

. Gulf, or to acquire naval facilities in the latter even without such territorial connections, 
we do not conceive that any doubt whatever can he entertained ; and we imagine that 
it will he accepted as a cfirdinal axiom of British policy that no such development 
would be acquiesced in by Her Majesty’s Government. We would arrive with the 
greater confidence at this conclusion, since we were lately informed by Your Lordship 
that on April 15th of the present year, Lord Salisbury communicated to the Persian 
Government with reference to rumours of the cession of a port in the Gulf to Russia, 
that “Her Majesty’s Government felt it to be their duty to renew the intimation 
that it would not be compatible with the interests of the British Empire that any 
European Power should exercise control or jurisdiction over the ports of the Persian 
Gulf.” _ ■ _ 

60 . Such being the existing situation in Southern Persia, and the principles of 
policy accepted by Her Majesty’s Government being, as already stated, we jmws to a 
{gwideration of the manner in which these prindples should be translated into ao^on, 
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and of the steps which should, in our opinion, be taken at the present juncture for the 
protection of the common interests of Great Britain and the Indian Empire. 

51. We are aware that, more than half a century ago, there were exchanged, and 
have more than once since been repeated, certain ■ explicit assurances concerning the 
integrity and independence of Persia between the governments of Great Britain and 
Eussia. The first of these assurances were entered into by Lord Palmerston and 
Count Nesselrode. The former in a despatch, dated September 5th, 1834, placed on 
record that “the governments of Great Britain and Eussia are acting, with regard to 
the affairs of Persia in the same spirit, and are equally animated by a sincere desire to 
maintain, not only the internal tranquillity, but also the independence and integrity 
of Persia.” Count Nesselrode, in despatches, dated October 20th, 1838, and January 
29th, 1839, reiterated these pledges on behalf of his government. Again in 1873 the 
continued existence of these mutual assurances was referred to with satisfaction by 
Count de Brunnow, as reported in a despatch by Lord Granville, dated July 10th, 1873. 
Finally, on March 12th, 1888, M. de Giers intimated, through M. de Staal, to Lord 
Salisbury that the Eussian Government “ have no objection to placing again on record 
that their views on this point are in no way altered ’ ’ ; and a communication to the effect 
that the engagements between Great Britain and Eussia to respect and promote the 
integrity and independence of the Persian kingdom had again been renewed and 
confirmed, was accordingly made by Sir H. D. Wolff to the Shah. 

52. Whilst it may be presumed that these pledges, so frequently renewed, are still 
in existence, and while we have no desire to infer that they are within measurable 
distance of being broken, we are yet of opinion that they are in themselves quite 
insufficient to arrest the centripetal progress of Eussian influence in Persia, or to save 
either the Persian kingdom, or British interests in it, from the erosive agencies that we 
have described. Within the limits of a nominally still existing integrity and indepen- 
dence so many encroachments upon both those attributes are possible, that by almost 
imperceptible degrees they pass into the realm of constitutional fiction, where they 
may continue to provide an exercise for the speculations of the jurist, long after they 
have been contemptuously ignored by statesmen. 

53. If this proposition is accepted, and if we cannot rely upon written pledges to 

safeguard the future of Persia, it behoves us to examine the various alternative policies 
that have been or can be proposed. The first of these is the policy of a regeneration of 
Persia by Anglo-Eussian means; i.c., joint action by Great Britain and Eussia to insist 
upon reforms, to reorganise the administration and finances, to develop the resources 
of the country, to lend the requisite means, in fact to convert the Persian Government 
by combined philanthropy from a moribund into a solvent institution. This policy was 
discussed and rejected by Sir M. Durand in his Memorandum of September 1895, 
on the ground that Eussia would denounce ue to the Shah to begin with, and would play 
us false afterwards; and in his despatch of February 1899, he again “proceeds upon 
the assumption that we cannot hope to come to terms with Eussia, and persuade her to 
join ts in a policy of reform and development.” We concur with Her Majesty’s 
Minister in believing that the reform of Persia by a policy of friendly co-operation 
between Eussia and ourselves is out of the question ; and we do so in the main for the 
reason, which no one familiar with Persia will deny, that Eussia is interested not in the 
reform of Persia, but in its decay ; that in the background of her ambitions is the vision 
of a country and a people falling from inherent debility into her grasp ; and that any 
policy which might tend to strengthen the country or to revivify the ;^Bople, is to he 
resisted as tending to thwart the fulfilment of those ambitions. We might give many 
illustrations in support of this proposition; but we will content ourselves ■with one. 
Sir M. Durand has lately supplied to the Foreign Office the version given by the 
Sadr Azam of the agreement between the Persian and Eussian Governments, by which 
the former bound itself in 1889 not to grant any railway concessions to any other Power 
than Eussia, except with the consent of the latter, for a period of 10,yeark Whatever 
be the real facts of the case, there can be no doubt that this enga^ment, as long aa it 
has lasted, and so long as it continues to last, is an effective to any genuine 
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development of the country. It was due to expire in the present year. Our latest 
information from 8ir M. Durand is that it has, under pressiire trom the Itussiau 
Government, been renewed for another term of five years. 

54. The alternative policy recommended by 8ir JVl . Durand is that we should plainly 
intimate that any Itussian encroachments in Northern Persia will provoke coricsponding 
measures for the protection of British interests in the south. In his Memorandum of 
September 1895, Her Majesty’s klinister suggested that this declaration should be made 
to the Kussian Government. In hie despatch of February 1899 he proposed that it 
should also be made to the Persian Government; so that both parties should be well 
aware of the steps that would follow upon any further Itus.sian aggression. It has been 
objected to this policy that such an engagement might impose upon the British Govern- 
ment an unwelcome obligation to intervene and to add to British responsibilities in 
Southern Persia, at tlie moment most opportune to Bussia, and least opportune to 
ourselves. There is force in this objection; although we think that it might be met by 
introducing sufidciont elasticity into the proposud intimation to leave Her Majesty’s 
Government free to act for the protection of British interests in Southern Persia, 
not in a specified maimer at a specified moraoiit, but in what manner and at what 
juncture might commend itself to their judgment. Moreover the value of the objection 
is somewhat weakened by the consideration that did Bussia take any such etep in 
Northern Persia as is here contemplated, counter-action of some sort, with or without a 
previous intimation, would in all probability be imiwsed upon Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment; while the knowledge that a Euesian advance in the north might bo the signal 
for a corresponding British move in the south would, it can scarcely bo doubted, 
operate as a deterrent upon any premature activity on the part of Bussia, since she 
might thereby gravely jeopardise the realisation of her own dreams of ultimato access to 
Southern Persia and the Persian Gulf. 

55. Nevertheless before we recommend that such a policy should bo essayed, we 
desire to raise the question w’hether, though it be impossible to conclude an agreement 
with Bussia for the joint patronage and development of Persia, it might not yet bo 
possible to come to an understanding with her for the separate patronage and develop- 
ment of that country in distinct and clearly defined compartments by the two great 
Powers, in other words for a recognition of British arid Russian spheres of interest in 
the dominions of the Shah. This is a solution the desirability of which has not been 
lost sight of by Sir M. Durand, but which for certain reasons he did not feel called upon 
to discuss. Recent events in China have familiarised the public mind with the idea of 
such spheres of interest, although their existence would appear to be still somewhat 
lacking both in clearness of definition and in precision of outline. The Viceroy has 
observed in recent telegrams from Lord Salisbury to Sir M. Durand with reference to a 
Persian loan and to mining concessions in that country, indications of a willingness to 
concede to Russia liberties in the north of Persia, parallel in scope and substance with 
those conceded to Great Britain in the south ; and it is worthy of consideration whether 
in an expansion of this suggestion might not be found a feasible scheme. 

66. We have already alluded to the line across Persia drawn by Sir M. Durand 
from Khanikin on the Turkish frontier, through Kermanshah, Hamadan, Ispahan, Yezd 
and Kerman to Seistan, as indicating the northern limits of the sphere within which 
British political influence and trade are paramount. To some extent this partition is 
assisted by geographical conditions, the great deserts of Central Persia constituting a 
natural harrier between the north and the south, and roughly dividing the one from the 
other. But this situation is modified both in the west of Persia, where there are no 
deserts, and where there is no physical line of demarcation between the respective 
spheres of influence; in the centre of Persia, where Ispahan can hardly be said to 
oonstitute the natural frontier of any geographical zone ; and also in the extreme east 
where Seistan, the inclusion of which in the British sphere would be an obligatory 
point, lies not to the south but to the north of the great desert. These considerations 
might not affect the success of any engagement that was carried out with equal bom 
fdes by both parties ; but they might become a fruitful source of friction were such a 
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good understanding not to be counted upon in the future. In any ease, we would 
recommend that the line of partition, suggested by Sir M. Durand, should be so far 
amended as to substitute Kashan for Ispahan. It would be undesirable that any 
Eussian railway should penetrate further south than Kashan, which indeed is separated 
by a considerable range of hills from Ispahan, or that Eussia should have right of access 
to the very fringe of the latter district. 

57. We have observed that in China the Agreement recently concluded between 
Her Majesty’s Government and Eussia as to spheres of interest has related to railways 
only. Either party has pledged itself not to seek on its own account or on behalf of 
others for railway concessions in the rival sphere, and not to obstruct, directly or 
indirectly, applications for such concessions, supported by the other in that sphere. 
Pnmd faaie there does not appear to be any reason why such an agreement should not 
equally be extended to mines, roads, and other industrial or economic undertakings. 
The value of such an understanding is considerable ; because although political influence 
is not expressly mentioned, yet in eastern countries commercial and industrial enter- 
prises are the familiar agencies through which political influence is exercised by alien 
powers, and because that influence is apt to follow in the wake of railways and trade. 
We do not think, if such an agreement were arrived at with Eussia, with reference to 
the Persian territories lying north and south of the predicated line, that there would be 
an end to Eussian designs in Southern Persia or in the Persian Gulf. Such a result 
might, perhaps, ensue from an engagement that no political influence should be 
exercised by either party on the opposite side of the line. But there would be manifest 
difficulties in arriving at any such understanding; since it would be out of the question 
to remove the British represeniiatives, either at Tehran, at Tabriz or at Meshed, whose 
functions necessarily involve the exercise of some sort of political influence, while a 
corresponding objection would no doubt be felt by the EusRian_ Government. But 
even an engagement limited to railway and commercial exploitation would have this 
effect, that it would deprive Eussia of the moans by which political or territorial 
ambitions in the rival sphere could most easily be carried out, and would render it 
difficult for her to push them to success, as long as Great Britain remained on the alert. 

58. There are, however, difficulties and drawbacks in the case of such an under- 
standing which it would be impolitic to ignore. We have already hinted at one of their 
number. The facts with reference to Seiatan which have been mentioned by the 
Viceroy in his Minute, by Sir M. Durand, and also in this despatch, indicate the 
absolute necessity of including that district within the British sphere. Nevertheless 
Seistan is physically and administratively a part of the province of Khorasan, from 
which it is severed by no clear line of division, the Governorship nf Seistan being vested 
in a member of the old ruling family of Kain, the two existing heads of which are 
brothers, residing respectively at Tabbas and Birjand. It also seems exceedingly 
doubtful to us whether Eussia would, by any euch agreement as we are discussing, 
forgo her designs upon Seiatan itself, and still more her chances of reaching the eastern 
extremity of the Persian Gulf. Nor again is it clear that she would be willing to cancel 
the engagement with regard to railway construction, which ehe has recently renewed 
with the Persian Government, and to hand over the southern half of Persia to possible 
railway exploitation by British agency, in return for a monopoly of similar exploitation 
(which may be said to be already at her disposal) in the northern half. These, however, 
are considerations which could only be decided by the attitude of Euesia^ herself, were 
she approached on the subject by Her Majesty’s Government. We indicate them 
merely for the purpose of showing that we are far from confident that the suggestion, 
if put forward, will meet with a favourable reception . 

59. A more serious drawback, from the point of view of British intereats, is the 
fact that the capital of Persia would lie in the northern or Eussian sphere, and that 
Eussian influence there, already predominant, could hardly fail to become supreme. 
The situation that has recently arisen in China would present itself with teiJold ^avity 
and emphasis. A desire would not merely be intimated to connect the capital with the 
Epssian railway system : but a line itself would, we may imagine, at once be piade tq 
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Tehran, while corresponding lines would in all probability be constructed from the 
Russian frontier in Georgia to Tabriz, and in Trans-Caspia to Meshed. With the three 
great cities of Northern Persia thus permanently linked with the Russian system, 
the power of pressure exercised by the Russian Government, which is already con- 
siderable, would be positively overwhelming. The results would, in. all probability, be 
felt beyond the limits of Persia. They would aggravate the already formidable offensive 
strength of Russia against Northern Afghanistan, and would increase the weight and 
influence of her position throughout Central Asia. In Persia itself, the Shah would 
tend more and more to become a Russian puppet, and Northern Persia a Russian 
proconsulate. We should look with great amviety, in such a case, upon the fate of 
such institutions as the Imperial Bank of Persia, and the Indo-European Telegraph 
Depai'tment, whose headquarters are in Tehran. Wo should fear a marked diminution 
of influence on the part of Her Majesty’s representative at the capital; and we do not 
conceal our anticipations that in the long run such a partition might involve the 
permanent break-up of the Persimi kingdom, and, if it did not ultimately lead to rival 
Russian and British Prolectorates in the north and south, might at any rate result in 
the selection of another capital, and in the rule of more than one native prince in 
Persia. 

60. Neither will it be overlooked by Her Majesty’s Government that, while any 
such arrangement with Russia uvight proclude that Power from obtaining control over 
Central and Southern Persia and in that way reaching the Persian Gulf, it would not 
for one moment retard, hut might on the contrary accelerate her advance to the same 
objective through Mesopotaiuiii by way of Baghdad. This is an issue which we should 
regard with scarcely inferior repugnance.; but the problem is one which we do not feel 
called upon to discuss upon the present occasion, and which would require to be 
examined on independent grounds. Nor again would an Anglo-Russian agreement 
preclude France, or Germany, or any other Power from endeavouring to acquire in 
Southern .Persia or in the Gulf the position from which Russia would ex hypothesi 
have debarred herself. There might even bo combined action between thorn for that 
object. These however are features inseparable from the solution which we are 
discussing, and which would be of a less formidable, character, if the influence of the 
principal competitor were removed from the, seene. We should strongly deprecate the 
political rivalry of any European nation in the neighbourhood of the Persian Gulf; 
even though such a situation, while fraught with constant annoyance, might not, as in 
the case of Russia, constitute a positive menace to the Indian Empire. 

61. There remains the further danger, distinctly contemplated by Sir M. Durand 
in discussing the question of a possible understanding with Russia, that she would not 
abide by the terms of any such understanding. Sufficient grounds for this induction 
may unquestionably be found in the history of Russian advance in Central Asia during 
the past half century. But an appreciation of the inclinations and idiosyncrasies of 
both parties to an agreement, in the light, where possible, of past experience, is an 
element in the drawing up of a fresh bargain which is not likely to he lost sight of 
by either agent, whether it be regarded as involving a discount from, or an appreciation 
of, the value of the new contract. Moreover such contracts, if not of perpetual duration, 
or even if ultimately infringed by one of the two parties, have been shown in many cases 
to be of immense value, in the respite that they afford from the strain of an otherwise 
ceaseless rivalry, and in the opportunity presented for a peaceful consolidation of 
existing interests. 

62. We have now placed before Your Lordship the pros and eons, as they jresent 
themselves to our eyes, of the alternative policies in Persia. While not sanguine as to 
the prospects of success, we are ourselves of opinion that the experiment of an under- 
standing with Russia as to future spheres of interest in that country is worthy of being 
made, in the interests both of Persia itself, and still more of harmony between the 
two great Powers, upon whose relations the peace of Asia may be said to depend. 
Shorfld Her Majesty’s Government decide upon maMng any overtures to the Russian 
^verument ip the direction indicated, and should they ather be rejected, or result in 



363 


failure, it will still be possible to adopt the alternative recommended by Sir M. Durand. 
Indeed, if the terms of a reasonable arrangement are projffered by one party, and are 
refused by the other, the natural corollary would appear to be that the originator of 
the proposal should reserve to himself the right to protect by whatever means may be 
at his disposal the interests which he has endeavoured to conserve by friendly 
co-operation; and should meet what would in such a case be conscious aggression on 
the one side by retaliation on the other. 

63. In any case, however, though still more in the ease of a failure to arrive at an 
understanding with Russia, we conceive that it ie incumbent upon Her Majesty’s 
Government and upon the Government of India to come to an early decision upon the 
subsidiary question, raised by Sir M. Durand, namely as to the steps that require 
forthwith to be taken in order to safeguard British and Indian interests in the eo-called 
British sphere in Persia from the competition with which we have shown them to be 
threatened (^) 

89. We have now completed our survey of the proposals that have been submitted 
to us for examination, and of the situation in Persia as it presents itself to our eyes. 
In commending our views to the earnest consideration of Your Lordship and of Her 
Majesty’s Government, we trust that we may have succeeded in impressing upon both, 
the gravity of the situation with which Great Britain and India are jointly faced, and 
the necessity, while there is yet time, of meeting it with definite and united counsels. 
We conclude by reiterating the confident hope, already expressed in our despatch of 
August 10th, 1898, that in the last resort, and in any sudden emergency, we may 
rely upon Her Majesty’s Government for the protection of interests which are vital 
both to India and to the British Plmpire. 

We have, etc., 

QUEZON OP PEDLBSTON. 

E. H. H. COLLEN. 

0. M. EIYAZ. 

C. E. DAWKINS. 

T. RALEIGH. 

R. GARDINER. 

(^) [Her© follow details m to chargcfi of British establishments in Persia, etc.] 


No. 320. 

Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 

F.O. Persia 623. 

(No. 14.) Secret. 

My Lord, India Oj^ce, London, July 6, 1900. 

.... 5. I pass on to the careful and exhaustive review contained in your letter 
of the 21st of September, relative to the present situation in I^ersia, and the course 
of British relations with it. The most vital interests of the Government of India 
in that country concern the defence of the Indian Empire against any attack 
proceeding from the borders of Beluchistan or Southern Persia, and from the ports 
in the Persian Gulf. But any measures which may be suggested for meeting or 
averting that risk must take into account the resistance which they are likely to 
encounter from foreign Powers, whose own interests in Persia and in Idle Gtdf have 
been greatly extended in recent years. It is in this respect that the situation has 
undergone a material change of late. 

6. As regards Russia, her advance on the borders of Persia a^d her assimila- 
tion of the territory absorbed by her in Central Asia, have to her a safe 

stepping stone for a fresh move. Our haee ^ operations remaii^ W oea while 
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Eussia has moved, and as she has advanced her influence has increased. If we lay 
down the principle of the independence of Persia, we are met by the fact that 
Eussia has already gained on land a position which dominates and threatens almost 
the whole of Persia, and enables her, under cover of concessions and monopolies, to 
exercise a practical and exclusive control over a considerable propoihion of the 
administration of the country. The very independence which we struggle to 
maintain may become the most effective instrument which Eussia can use against us. 
Already our influence in Northern Persia has yielded to the pressure of Eussia, which 
could annex that part of Persia without our being able to offer any effective resistance. 

7. Your Excellency is also aware of the course of events in the Gulf, which have 
already modified that theory of “unchallenged supremacy both naval and com- 
mercial” to which you refer in paragraph P2 of your letter under reply. France 
has resolutely asserted her right to a joint protectorate over Muscat with all the 
consequences that may flow from the guarantee of 1862. Germany is interested in 
the development of railway enterprise, and her agents have lately proceeded to 
Koweit. Eussian ships have visited Bunder Abbas and adjoining islands, as well as 
other ports in the Gulf. In these and various olher ways the unquestioned position, 
which was formerly asserted and exorcised by tis, lias, even in the Gulf itself, been 
encroached upon. Though we still possess a practical monopoly of trade in the Gulf, 
signs are not wanting that this advantage will be gradually challenged, partly by 
the extension of railways to tJie sea and partly by the greater activity of foreign 
trade. It can hardly be maintaiiuMl that, in view of su(*ii a competition, civilized 
Powers can be permanently denied the benefit of act'ess to the ports of Persia 
because their admission will infringe upon a monopoly which we have hitherto 
enjoyed. 

8. But these changes, which are the inevitable consequence of improved 
facilities both of internal communi(‘ation and sea transport, render it the more 
necessary that we should closely watch over the objects and aitiis of our past policy 
in Persia, so that under the changing circumstances of the future we may effectively 
safeguard those interests and spheres of influence in Persia which are essential to 
India. Your Excellency discusses the |X)Bsibility of coming to an agreement with 
Eussia, as to the spheres of influence to be exercised respectively in Persia by the 
two countries. There is much to he said in favour of smdi an understanding, if 
it could be established and maintained. But the probability is, that if any such 
overtures were made by Tier Maj('sty’s Government to the Russian Foreign* Office, 
the Shah would be informed of the proposal in such a manner as |K)ssihly to convey 
to his mind the idea that the partition of his territories between Great Britain and 
Russia was the immediate object of the present policy of Great Britain. For these 
and other reasons I see no advantage at present in making any such proposals to the 
Russian Government, or in making any fresh announcement to the Shah’s Govern- 
ment on the subject of our settled and declared policy in Routhern Persia. We have, 
at the present moment, great trading interests in the Persian Gulf, we have a 
frontier conterminous with Eastern Persia, and the limits of the protected State 
of Khelat extend to the sea-board. We are under treaty engagements with the 
trucial chiefs in the Gxilf, and they look to us to protect their rights. If ever Persia 
or the Sultan of Muscat would prove unable to maintain order or repress disturbance 
on their s^boards, wo have, from the overwhelming character of our commercial 
interests, the prior claim to step in and maintain order in the Persian Gulf. The 
only question is how far recent events and concessions require that fresh action 
should be taken to reserve this claim and maintain our rights, in view of the gradual 
intrusion of other foreign interests into fresh spheres of influence and territory 

9. Her Majesty’s Government has, as your Lordship is aware, taken two steps 
of late 'vmich may lead to important results, and which have impressed upon the 
Peman Government a sense of the grave issues involved in losing sight of the 
legitimate interests of Great Britain and India in the ports of the Gulf and in 
Swthem Persia, On the 15th pf April 1899 Lprd Salisbury informed the Persian 
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Government that “ Her Majesty’s Government felt it to be their duty to renew the 
intimation that it would not be compatible with the interests of the British Empire 
that any European Power should exercise control or jurisdiction over the ports of the 
Persian Gulf.” On the 20th of March last Her Majesty’s Charge d’ Affaires at Tehran 
was instructed to remind the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs ‘ ‘ of the written 
promise given by the Persian Government on the 23rd of October 1697, that the 
Customs of Southern Persia shall never be placed under foreign supervision and 
control,” and “Her Majesty’s Government must hold the Persian Government to 
the strict observance of this engagement, of which they were reminded in December 
last.” 

10. In regard to concessions for railways, the conveyance to the Persian 
Government of an equally precise intimation was authorised in the telegram from 
the Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Spring Bice on the 4th of April last, when a 
reference was made to ‘ ‘ the promise of the late Shah that Great Britain shall have 
priority in the construction of a Southern Eailway to Tehran, that if concessions 
for railways are given to others in the North a similar concession shall be granted to 
an English Company in the South, and that no Southern Eailway concession shall 
be granted to any foreign company without consultation with Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment.” The Persian Government was accordingly reminded of this engagement. 

11. In the Gulf itself an exa'inination of the porta, harbours and islands is being 
conducted, and further reports on the subject from the Captains of Her Majesty’s 
ships are awaited. 

12. Your Excellency may be assured that all vigilance will be exercised in 
closely watching the course of affairs in Persia, and that whilst Her Majesty’s 
Government do not propose to adopt for the momeiiti any departure from their past 
line of action, they readily admit that the conditions Ihere may so alter as to 
necessitate some change in the procedure and raeasures required for protecting Indian 
interests in Persia. In the meanwhile your Excellency in flouncil is considering the 
subject of military preparations and the scheme of defence discussed in my Secret 
Despatch No. 5, dated the 23rd of February last, and T have under iny consideration 
your letter No. 51 (Secret, Military Department! dated the. 29th of March 1900. 

I have., &c. 

GEORGE HAMILTON. 


II.— SURVEY OF BRITISH POLICY, 1905. 

No. 321. 

Memorandum on British Policy in Persia. 

(85^6.) 

Confidential. Foreign Office, October 31, 1905. 

/ M®“ioranduin dated December 1895, and in a despatch of the 
Sir H. M. Durand, then His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, 
submitted his views upon the existing state of affairs in Persia, and made certain 
si^ggcstionB regarding the best steps to be taken in order to improve our position 
and to counteract the growth of Russian influence. Various of his recommendations, 
such as those concerning the establishment of British Consular posts at Kerman, 
Bunder Abbas, and Kermanshah, in Seistan and on the Karun, and the improve- 
ment in the position of our Consuls at Ispahan and Tabreez, have since been carried 
into effect. 

In a despatch of the 21st September, 1899, (*) the Government of India, discuss 
and amplify Sir H. M. Durand’s proposals. They describe British— i.e., Anglo- 

p) [v. supra, pp. S56-68, No. 81».] 
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Indian — ^interests in Persia to be commercial, political, strategical, and 
telegraphic. 

1. As regards commercial interests, they quote Sir li. M. Durand’s estimate of 
the total annual British trade with Persia as standing approximately at 500,000. 
They believe this estimate to be under the mark, and anticipate that it will increase ; 
and they call attention to the fact that a considerable amount of British capital is 
sunk in undertakings m various parts of the country. 

It would seem that these anticipations have not been realized, and that British 
trade, partly, no doubt, owing to the unfavourable tariff which the Bussian 
Government have induced Persia to adopt, partly to the general condition of 
impoverishment and insecurity prevailing in the country, has not increased up to 
the present time. 

From a Memorandum which has been drawn up in the Commercial Department 
of this Ofdce, it would seem that in 1903, out of a total trade import and export of 
£11,000,000, British commerce amounted to about £2,700,000, of which two-thirds 
belonged to the United Kingdom and one-third to India. 

British shipping, however, continues to form 90 per cent, of the total in the 
Gulf ports. 

From this Memorandum it would appear that, with the exception of the 
overland route from India to Seistan, the United Kingdom is more interested than 
India in Persian commerce. The figures given for the Gulf ports are : — 

£ 

India 720,000 

United Eingdom ... ... ... ... 940,000 

Other routes — 

India ... ... ... ... ... 180,000 

United Kingdom ... ... ... ... 880,000 

2. As regards political interests, the Government of India admit that these a 
century ago were, in the main, Indian in inception, and are still largely Indian in 
character, but they point out that over since tlie first visit of the late Nasr-od-Din 
Shah to Europe, Persia has been brought increasingly into the sphere of European 
politics; that Prance, Germany, Austria, Italy, Holland, and Belgium all maintain 
diplomatic missions at Tehran; that the future of Persia is part of the general 
Eastern Question, and that it has generally boon acknowledged liliat the control of 
British diplomacy at Tehran must of necessity be. vested in the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. 

3. As regards the strategical interests of Great Britain, the Government of India 
admit that these arise from conditions with which India is most concerned, but they 
urge that the question is one of such magni'tude as to affect not merely the destinies 
of the British dominion in India, but those of the British Empire, and that from 
this point of view Persia in its strategical, no less than in its political, aspect is not 
only an Indian, but an Imperial concern. 

4. The telegraphic interests of Great Britain may, in the opinion of the 
Government of India, be said to be evenly divided between the mother country and 
India. _ They observe that the system established is equally indispensable to both 
Countries, and that 30 per cent, of the total traffic consists in messages between 
Great Britain and places lying beyond India, notably to the Australasian Colonies. 
The cost, however, in so far as it is borne by either Government, devolves 
exclusively upon the Indian and not upon the Imperial Exchequer. 

The tendency of British policy in Persia has been to avoid, as far as we can, 
any addition to our political or territorial responsibilities, or any step calculated to 
disturb the political status quo. Our efforts have been directed towards maintaining 
the continued national existence and territorial integrity of Persia and developing 
her resources. We have sought to infuse some vitality into the Persian 
Administration, strengthen the Central Government against Eussian domination, 
and encourage the development of British commerce and enterprise in South 
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and Central Persia, both for that purpose and as a desirable object in itself. 
But we have always kept in view the secondary consideration that if the 
Persian Government fail to maintain themselves and fall into hopeless 
subjection to Bussia, we ought to be able to assert ourselves in the south to an 
extent corresponding to the increase of Kussian domination in the north. This 
consideration has led to the recent strengthening of our Consular position in the 
Persian Gulf and in South-Eastern Persia, at points of much political and strategical 
importance, where recent Eussian activity has necessitated a corresponding 
countermove on our part. 

The geographical and political reasons which must in any case give to Eussia 
a preponderating influence at Tehran over that of Great Britain are very well summed 
up in the despatch from the Government of India of the 2l8t September, 1899, to 
which allusion has already been made. They consist, briefly, in the fact that 
Eussian forces can with ease be concentrated on the Perso-Eussian frontiers, that 
the Caspian Sea is practically a Eussian lake, and that the capital of Persia is within 
easy striking distance of Eussian territory. 

Apart, however, from these circumstances, our conflict with Eussia has been 
very unequal. The aim of Eussian policy has been to reduce Persia slowly to a 
state of impotence under Eussian domination, and to secure a monopoly of Persian 
commerce by means of bounties to their own exporters and of tariffs unfavourable 
to British commodities. 

The natural tendency of the Persian Administration has been towards decay, 
and it has been far easier to encourage that process than to fortify Persian Sovereigns 
and Ministers against it. 

The Eussian Government have, moreover, supported the unceasing efforts of 
their diplomacy by a lavish expenditure. 

The Cossack Brigade at Tehran, although manned by Persians, is commanded 
by officers whose services are lent by Eussia. It constitutes the only dependable 
and disciplined body of troops in the country, and is the only force which receives 
its pay with regularity. 

The Russian Bank at Tehran has the full support of the Russian Exchequer, 
its Manager takes his orders from the Ministry of Einance at St. Petersburgh, and 
the nature of its business is dictated by political rather than financial considerations. 

A Eussian loan of over ^2,000,000 was made to the Persian Government in 
1900, nominally through the Bank, but guaranteed by the Eussian Government, 
and has been supplemented by a further loan of ^1,000,000 in 1902. Advances on 
account current are frequently obtained by the Persians from the Eussian Bank, 
one of jG 80,000 as recently as last June, and the Valiahd stands indebted to the 
Bank for a similar amount. 

Many thousands of pounds have been spent by Russia in the construction of 
roads in Northern Persia, notably those connecting the Caspian and Eesht with 
Tehran, Kazvin with Tabreez and with Hamadan, Asterabad with Meshed, &c. 
Harbour works on a considerable scale have recently been commenced at Enzeli, 
the Persian port on the Caspian Sea. By means of improved communications-, 
reduced transit fares, and export bounties, it is sought to monopolize the Persian 
market for Eussian goods, which are now distributed over Northern Persia by a 
service of motor-cars. 

Russia has spared no expense in order to secure her own preponderance, or 
when the opportunity has presented itself for the simple purpose of obstructing 
British commerce and influence. The establishment of a quarantine cordon at 
Turbat-i-Haidari may be cited as a case in point. The opening of the long closed 
Nushki-Seistan trading route in 1896 excited much concern in Eussia, and in the 
following year the outbreak of plague in India afforded the Eussian authorities an 
opportunity of endeavouring to strangle the new enterprise at its birth, and of 
increasing their own influence in Seistan. Under pretext of establishing a protective 
cordon to safeguard the Perso-Afghan frontier, Russian Cossacks, under Russian 
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officers, were posted at various points in Persian territory and turned back all 
caravans. In February 1897 several Piussian doctors, witli an escort of 150 tlossacks, 
arrived at Turbat-i-Haidan, 80 miles south of Meslied. Tlie vexatious and arbitrary 
measures employed by this post against British and Afghan traders threatened to 
entirely destroy the traffic on the new road. As the representations of the Pei'sian 
Government and Hie Majesty’s Government failed to secure its withdrawal, wo have 
been forced into taking measures for the protection of our traders. A British doctor, 
with a suitable escort, was dispatched to tljo spot to protect our interests, and, in 
September 1903, a permanent Gonsid was ai)pointcd at Turbat-i-Haidari. 

Similarly, increased Eussian activity in Seistan has necessitated a corresponding 
countermove, in the shape of a British tlonsular ap})ointiiienl . The lively interest 
shown by Eussia in Southern and Eastern I’ersia, evidenced by tlui appointment of 
Consuls, doctors, and news-writers, ami the freejuent visits of so-calle,d scientific 
expeditions, may be due in part to considerations of commercial e.xpansion or strategic 
advantage, but must be mainly ascribed to the well-known Eussian aspiration to 
possess a port on the Persian Gulf, or preferably at a point on the shores of South- 
Eastern Persia, such as Chahbar. The possession of such a port would be valueless 
unless it could be connected by railway with tlio north, and any railway must pass 
through Meshed and Seistan. The oslabliahinent of a ItuBBian naval base in the 
Gulf would not only affect tlie safety of hulian ports and commerce, but would bo 
a standing menace to our communications with India anil our (lolonies, and must 
entail a heavy increase in our military and naval responsibilities. 

The appointment of a Eussian Gonsnl-Goneral to Ispahan, witli a largo salary 
and Cossack escort, rendered it necessary to grant to our thnsul an improvement 
in position and emoluments. It also hocamc desirable to place our Consul at 
Tabreez, the residence of the future Bhah, on a footing of some oijuality with his 
Eussian colleague. The presence of a Eussian Consul at Ihishire, and the 
appointment of a Vice-Consul at Mohammorub, attended with persistent efforts to 
obtain a footing in the Persian Gulf by nu'ans of subsidized steamer services and 
intrigues with the tribes on the littoral,* have necessitated an increase of British 
Consular appointments in order to render our posit, ion in thost^ regions unassailable. 

It will thus bo soon that, in proportion as the Riissian plan of attack has 
developed, efforts on our part to resist it have Ix'iiome m'ci'ssary, unless we were 
content to abandon the struggle altogether, and (h<> iucn'aHe<i ('X|)eiiditure on Ootmiilar 
establishments in Persia is, in the main, a result of those efforts. 

Whatever exception may be taken to such expenditure, as not warranted by 
the volume of trade, it is certainly far inferior to that which Eussia has considered 
to be justified for the objects she has in view. The conflict might become less acute 
if we could establish some working arrangement with her, but the Eussian 
Government have hitherto always objected to anything in the nature of a division 
of spheres of influence or interest. They have consistently refused to co-operate 
with His Majesty’s Government, even on such questions as the Turco-Persian 
frontier dispute at Mendalij when they were practically under a Conventional 
obligation to do so, or the attacks on Europeans at llrumia. Failing some such 
atrangement, and supposing the Eussian tactics to continue, it is scarcely to bo 
hoped that fresh expenditure will not bo required in order to maintain in some 
degree an even front with our rival. 

WEile a portion of the additional expense incurred in Persia during the past 
few years has been due to tlie adoption of recoimncudations made by His Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran, there is no doubt that most of the increase has been initiated 
by the Government of India, and this applies especially to the recent proposals 
which have not yet received the sanction of the Treasury. But it is submitted that 
such increased expenditure has been rendered necessary in pursuance of the general 
policy of the Imperial Government, and that it is practically impossible to define 


*E.g,, a. high Eussiaa decoration was recently presented to the Sheikh of Moharamerah. 
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the exact proportion of responsibility, political and financial, which should be 
assumed by His Majesty’s Government and by that of India for the various measures 
taken by them jointly or severally in the defence of Anglo-Indian interests in Persia. 
Those measures have been adopted with mutual concurrence for a joint object, and 
it is as important for the Imperial Government as for the Government of India 
that the principle of joint financial responsibility, necessitating previous concurrence 
in all such measures, should be maintained. 

The aims and considerations which influence British policy are defined by 
Lord Lansdowne in a despatch to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran of the 
6th January, 1902. (“j The material portions of it are as follows: — 

No. 321 (o.). 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 

F.O. Persia 649- 

(No. 2.) . ■ 

Sir, ' Foreign Office^ January 6, 1902. 

[Your recent despatches giving your impressions on the politicfiJ and financial situation in 
Persia, and reporting your interviews with the Grand Vizier, have received the careful' attention 
of His Majesty’s Government. 

They have noted with satisfaction the friendly demeanour of the Grand Vizier, and indications 
of a desire on his part to return to the confidential relations which existed in former years 
between the Per,sian Government and the British Legation. 

On the other hand, the refusal of the Persian Government to avail itself of the offer of 
assistance made by you to the Grand Vizier in the course of Nov[ornbe]r last, and the peculiar 
circumatancos under which that refusal took place, render it desirable that you should frankly 
explain the considerations by which the conduct of Great Britain towards Persia has been 
influenced.] 

The policy of His Majesty’s Government in regard to the various Persian questions which 
most interest this country has from time to time* been dearly indicated on the occasions when 
those questions have come under discussion. It may, however, bo useful to recapitulate 
the salient features of that policy in a statement, which you may, at your discretion place 
before the Grand Vizier and other Ministers of thci Shah, or oven before His Majesty himself, if a 
suitable opportunity should present itself. 

The Persian Government must bo w(dl aware, from the experience of 100 years, that Great 
Britain has no designs upon the sovereignty of ihe, Shah or the independence of his State. It has, 
on the contrary, been one of our principal object.s to encourage and strengthen the States lying 
outside the frontier of our Indian Empire, with the hope that we should find in them an intervening 
zone sufficient to prevent dire(}t contact between the dominiona of Great Britain and those 
of other great military Powers, We could not, however, maintain this policy if in any particular 
instance we should find that one of these intervening States was being crushed out of national 
existence, and falling practically under the complete domination of another Power. It would 
be necessary in that case, before the intervening State had virtually disappeared, to consider 
what alternative course our intcri'sts might demand now that the object to which our efforts had 
hitherto been directed was no longer attainable. 

Applying these principles to l^orsia, we have long recognized the superior interest of Buasia 
in the northern portion of the Shah’s dominions, which must naturally result from the long 
extent of her conterminous frontier. Whatever steps we may have taken to maintain our position 
in Northern Persia have therefore been taken as much in the interests of Persia herself, and of 
her national independence as in our own, which are not directly threatened by Russian superiority 
in those regions, except in so far as it might affect the Persian capital and seat of government. 

In the south, on the other hand, for fully a century our efforts have been successfully devoted 
to building up a substantial and preeminent mercantile position, with the result tlmt we have 
acquired an altogether exceptional interest in that part of Persia, 

Persia herself has benefited immensely by these labours. We have cleared the waters 
adjoining her coasts of pirates, and have kept them constantly policed. It may he stated without 
exaggeration that the development of the whole southern trade of Persia is due to British 
enterprise, and that it is by this agency that Bushire and Bunder Abbas have been converted 
into' :fipurishing ports. , 

!lie system of telegraphs which has been introduced by the British Indian Telegraph 
Administration, with the permission and assistance of the Persian Government, has tended not 


(2) [F.O. Persia 649. The text has been checked by the original draft -and sopi a corrections 
made, u. in/ra, p. 871, note O* It is.clear^ from the annotation on the draft, , that although 
dated January 6’, the despatch was not sent off until January 9 at earliest. J 
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merely to industrial and ranancrcial progress, but also in a remarkable degree to the consolidation 
of the Shah’s authority over the centre and south of the country. 

It cannot reasonably be supposed that Grc'at Britain would abandon a position attained 
by so many years of constant eftort, or would acquiesce in attempts on the part of otbcu’ l^owcrs 
to acquir.c political predominance in the south of Persia, Although, therefore, His Majesty’s 
Government have no desire to obstruct in any w'ay the efforts of Russia to find a commercial 
entrance for her trade in the Persian Gulf, or to oppose any obstacle to the passage of her 
commerce from the north for export from Persian ports, they could not admit that such 
commercial facilities should form the pretext lor the occupation by Russia of points possessing 
strategical importance or for the establishment of siudi an ascendancy in the south as she already 
enjoys in the north. 

The Persian Government should therefore distinctly understand and bear in mind that 
Great Britain could not consent to the acquisition by Russia of a military or naval station in the 
Persian Gulf, for the reason that such a station must bo regarded as a challenge to Great Britain 
and a menace to her Indian Empire. 

If the Persian Government were at any time to make such a concession to Russia, it would be 
necessary for His Majesty’s Government to take in the Persian Gulf such measures as they might 
consider necessary for the protection of Briti.sh interests : mc^asures which, in view of their 
naval strength in those waters, would be attended with no serious difficulty. 

Nor, again, could His Majesty’s Government acquiesce in the concession to Russia of any 
preferential political rights or advantages, or any commercial monopoly or exclusive privilege 
in the southern or south-eastern districts of Persia, including Seistan/ British interests must 
inevitably suffer by such concessions, and the Persian Government have themselves recognized 
and acquio.sced in this view on more than one occasion. They gave in October 1897 a written 
promise to Her Majesty’s Minister at Tohruti that the custrmis of Southt'rn Persia should never be 
placed under foreign control and supervision. When in 1900 the customs revenues were pledged 
as security for the loan obtained from the Russian Banque dos Preis, a special exiwption was made 
of the revenues and ports of Southern Persia, and when Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afifaires in 
April 1900 called the attention of the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the interest which 
the British Government had in the ports of Mohammerah, Bushire, Bunder Abbas, and other 
ports of the Persian Gulf, and insisted on the right of Her IMajcsty’s Government to be consulted 
before any change was made in the administration of the Customs at Mohammerah or in the 
position of the Sheikh, his Excellency replied that not only in Mohammerah, but in every part 
of Persia where British interests were concerned, the Persian Government, before taking any 
steps of importance, would consult the British Government. His Majesty’s Government have 
taken note of this assurance with satisfaction, and have only to add that a hypothecation of the 
internal revenues of any of the southern or south-oastorn provinces of Persia as security for a 
foreign loan would be even more detrimental to Persian interests, and not less objectionable 
from a British point of view than that of the Customs of the southern ports. 

As regards railways, I may remind you that in March 1889 the Shah of Persia gave a 
distinct promise in writing that Great Britain should have priority in the construction of a 
southern railway to Tehran; that if concessions for railways w'ere given to others in the north 
a similar concession should bo granted to an English Coinpnny in the south; and that no 
southern^ railway concession sliould be granted to any foreign Company without consultation Mth 
the British Government, This pledge was brought to the notiofj of the present Shah in April 
1900, and was acknowledged by His Majesty to bo of continued and binding validity. 

As regards Seistan, I have quite recently, in my despatch o! the 9fch July, 1903, directed 
you to call the attention of the Persian Government to the intoest which this district haa for 
Great Britain on account of its proximity to India and its position on an important tr^e route 
between India and Persia, and to state that w© regard it as of the utmost importance that it 
should remain free from the intrusion of foreign authority in any shape. 

In all these matters His Majesty’s Government have consistently sought to maintain &e 
continued national existence and the territorial integrity of Persia, and to develop her resources. 
Their policy in this respect is in strict accordance with the understanding arrived at between 
Great Britain and Russia in 1884, which was reaffirmed by an exchange of assurances in 1888, 
pledging the two Governments to respect and promote the integrity and independence of Persia, 
^ long as the Persian Government will work with us cordially upon the lines indicated in this 
despatch, they will find His Majesty’s Government ready to support them in the promotion and 
protection of what are, in fact, common objects, to the advantage of both countries alike. 

If, on the other hand, in the face of our warnings, the Persian Government should elect to 
encourage the advance of Russian political influence and intervention in these regions in any 
of the forms which I have indicated above, His Maj^ty’s Government would necessarily have to 
reconsider their policy; and they would regard themselves as justified in taking suA measures 
as might appear to them heat calculated to protect the interest so endangered, even though in 
the adoption of such measures it might no longer be possible to make the mtegrity and 
Independence of Persia their first object as hitherto, \ 

[In any conversaMons wMck you may have oto the subject* you will be careful to sM^ 
these views in the most friendly and conciliatory to^guage, ar^ to avoid anything which might 
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bear the appearance af menace or suggest the idea that we are at present suspicious as to the 
intentions of the Persian Government. You should, in particular, make it clear that no new 
departure is contemplated by His Majesty’s Government, and that we desire, on the contrary 
to reaffirm as strongly as we are able a policy which has for many years past guided the 
Government of this country m their dealings with the Persian Government.] (^) 

I am, &c. 

LANSDOWNE. 


On the 5th May, 1903, Lord Lansdowne stated in the House of Lords that 
our policy in the Persian Gulf was to protect and promote British trade in those 
waters, and that, while our efforts were not directed towards the exclusion of the 
legitimate trade of other Powers, “we should regard the establishment of a naval 
base or of a fortified port in the Persian Gulf by any other Power as a very grave 
menace to British interests, and we should certainly resist it with all the means at 
our dieposal.’’(^) The realization of such a contingency did not at that moment appear 
probable, but when, in January last, it was thought possible that the Eussian Baltic 
squadron might attempt to enter Chahbar, His Majesty’s Government decided that 
they would, if necessary, inform the Eussian Government that we should regard 
any Eussian occupation of that port as an unfriendly act. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Imperial Defence held on the 22nd March 
of this year the following conclusions were reached : — 

1. It is essential to maintain, and if possible to increase, our influence in 

Tehran, in order that we may be able to control railway construction 
in Persia, which is by far the most important factor in the strategic 
situation, and also for commercial reasons. 

2. It should be our object, on commercial as well as on strategic grounds, to 

maintain the status quo in Persia. 

3. It is essential to maintain our existing claims on the coast of the Persian 

Gulf without aggression or ostentation. 


Various measures, in addition to the increase of our Consular establishment, 
have been adopted in pursuance of this policy. In April 1903 we advanced a sum 
of £200,000, and in September 1904 a further £100,000, to the Persian Government 
through the Imperial Bank of Persia. The Government of India provided the money 
for these advances, but half the risks both as regards capital and interest is borne 
by His Majesty’s Government. The loans are secured on the revenues of the 
Caspian fisheries, with the postal and telegraph revenues and the Customs of Pars 
and the Persian Gulf as subsidiary securities. But as the first two securities barely 
cover the loan of 1903, our last advance is whoUy secured on the Gulf customs. We 
are prepared to advance a further £200,000 on certain conditions. 

We have sought to foster British trade and influence by every means at our 
disposal. We have encouraged by moral or financial assistance such enterprises as 
the Bakhtiari road, uniting Ahwaz with Ispahan, the navigation of the Karun, and 
the efforts of the Persian Transport Company to improve communications in Central 
Persia. We have given the Imperial Bank a full measure of support and have 
assisted them to establish their agencies in provincial towns. We have extended 
the' net-work of our Indo-European telegraph system. Various projects in a similar 
sense, such as the formation of a native police to assure the security of the southern 
roads, are still under consideration. 


(’) [It© last paragraph and the other passages in brackets were not in the text oi ilie despatch 
as quoted in the memorandum. They have been added by the Editors, os tibey- appw'' in the 
original draft.] ■, . ^ 

C) [Pari. Deb., iih, 8er., Vd. 121, p. 1848.] ■ 
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A despatch of the 10th July and a private letter of the 2nd October from 
Sir A. Hardinge, giving his views on the policy to be pursued in the future, are 
annexed as Appendices to this Memorandum. 

Foreign Office, October 31, 1905. 


APPENDIX (A). 

No. a21 {h). 

Sir A. Hardinyc to the Marquess of Lansdowne.O) 

F.O. Persia 699.(2) 

(No. 126.) Confidential. Gulahek, I>. June 10, 1905. 

My Irord, K. July 8, 1905. 

I had the honour to receive by last inesseuj^cr Your Jjordship’s despatch No. 67 of 
April 26th, enclosing a report of th(i pruecediags of the OoniiuittiM' of Imperial Defence on the 
subject of Persia and of the remarks made by Your Ixadship ami the Prime Minisiicr respecting 
the various p Dints discussed on that occasion. 

I observe that Your Lord|)up stated that with a view to putting an end of the chrdnic 
diplomatic contests at Tehran, overtures had been made to the Kussian Gove.rnment for the 
partition of Persia into spheres of influeucu, but that these suggestions had been declined. 

I trust that I shall not be deemed officious, my opinion on this matter not having been 
invited, if I venture to submit that no agreement with Hussia on the basis of a partition of 
Persia into “ spheres of infiuenee ” is practicable — bearing in mind that sucli spheres in a 
decadent Easterh Kingdom tend to become, sooner or later, to all intents and purposes, 
protectorates — unless it provides for the inclusion within the Kussian sphere of a portion of the 
coast of the Persian Gulf, a concession which all past Jiritiah Goviumments huvt* regarded as 
inconsistent with the vital interests of our Indian Empire. Jt may indeed be doubted whether 
Uussia would regard as satisfactory any partition which finally excluded her from access to the 
Indian Ocean across Khorassan hud Persian Baliichifetan, though she miglit concidvably be satisfied, 
at least for a time, with the control of the coast line of Arabistan from Mohummerah to Bunder 
Dilam dr Bushire, in return for an undertaking on our part not to use our pararnountcy further 
east in order to fortify Ras Musandim or the opposite islands of Hormuz, Kislmi, and Henjarn. 
Her object being to reach the warm water she can never willingly acquiesce in an arrangement 
whiith would definitely frustrate it by substituting on the shores of the Persian Gulf iho vigorous 
grasp of Great Britain for the weak and tottering auUiority of the Bhah. 

I have, how'over, always felt, since 1 havi' given my mmd to the study of the affairs of this 
country that an undcrstimding wdth Russia about ihirsia resting on a different basis though 
undovibtodly difficult, was not necessarily impussiblo of attainment. 

The consistent policy of Russia in Ih'rsia huK been gradually and imperceptibly to establish 
a “veiled protectorate’' by subjugating it conumwcially and finaueially; isolating it as far as 
possible from all contact with foreign influences; appropriating its revenues as tim security for 
political loans; preventing it from progressing or developing its resouroes, except through 
Russian agencies; and then, having reduced the Shah to a state of complete vassalage and 
impotence, to rule through him and in his name, by means of authoritative Russian advisers, from 
the Caspian Sea to the Gulf and from the Turkish to the Indian frontiers. The loan contract of 
1900, which made Russia the able purveyor of money to a bankrupt, corrupt, and spendthrift 
Court, seemed to^ have brought her within measurable distance of this goal. There was of 
course always a slight danger that the Shah might resent the process described above, but in this 
event she could always count on bringing him into line by a stoppage of supplies, whilst her grip 
on Khorassan and Azerbaijan, and ber power of raising troubles in those provinces as a jpretext 
for intervention, were unfailing meann of Successful intimidation. There was, and is 'still, 
the greater danger that the Persian priesthood and people might attempt to rebel against tte 
alienation of the national revenues and practical sale of the country merely to minister to 
amusements of a worthless Prince, but in that case there seemed every probability thfit an arbCDd 
interposition by Russia to support the Kajar Dynasty, as we supported that of Mohammed at 
Cairo, would secure to her as effective a control over Persia m Great Britain now possesses over 
Egypt. ■ ' ' 

The one obstacle to the realization of this programme was the possible opposition of Gmat 
Britain, but M. Vlassoff, my late Russian colleague, who discussed Persian affairs very freely with 


(^) below, pp. 422-8, No. 881, Sir 0. 8pring-R4oe to Sir Edward Grey, Despatch Noi 4 of 
January 3,* 1907, R. January 21,] 

(^HThe text of this despatch has been checked by the original, and % minute by 
Lord Lansdowne added,] , - . 
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mfr, used to say thai the advocates of the Russian forward policy in the Middle East placed all 
their hopes in the event of a Liberal Government in England and could continue to play a waiting 
but steady game till that event, Avhich was certain sooner or later to come about, nor was I ever 
able to convince him that on questions of Imperial, and especially Indian, interests the leaders of 
both our great parties were now agreed. 

It may, however, be assumed that the Russian Government now I'ecognizes that it will not 
be allowed by us to have its way in Persia, and that the advances which we have made and can 
continue in various ways to make to the Shah through his State Bank, have broken the back of 
the financial monopoly and control, with all its far reaching results, ^yhich Russia fancied her 
loan contracts had given her. Further that the decision come to by His Majesty’s Government 
to meet any military move which she may make in northern Persia hy a corresponding counter- 
move in the South and East precludes a repetition by England of the role played by France during 
the Arabi rebellion, should Royal extravagance and national insolvency, combined with internal 
misgovernment and foreign interference in the administration of the revenues, produce the same 
consequences in Persia as in Egypt and culminate in a fanatical revolt. 

It appears to me therefore within the bounds of possibility that once the conflict in the Far 
East is over, leaving Russia as it must, materially weakened for many years, a recognition of 
the above facts may induce a reconsideration' of her Persian policy, on the lines of some attempt 
at a provisional understanding with Great Britain, such as that foreshadowed in Your Lordship’s 
conversations , with Oonnt Benckendorfl during the period which immediately preceded the 
outbreak of the .lapancHe war. Russia would not of course finally renounce her aspirations with 
respect to the Persian Gulf; she would continue to cherish a hope that altered. circumstances and 
perhaps a readjustment of the political forces in Asia due to the entry on the scene of Japan as 
a Great Power and to Ihe awakening of the Mongolian world, might, in the course of the present 
century, modify British policy and remould British views on this subject. She would merely 
recognize that the realization of her aims in the Persian Gulf, like that of her views on 
Cnnstantinople, must' be for the present deferred and would de,sist from aggressive steps such 
as the establishment, of Consulates, political Banks, and subsidized steamer services in Southern 
Persia for the purpose o£ hastening their accoinplishment. It might be possible to make her see 
that if the Rhah is allowed to drift on into total bankru])toy by playing on the, jealousies of his 

neighbours and spending political loans advanced first by one and than the/ other,' a crisis must 

before long supervene, perhaps before she herself is ready for it, which may necessitate active 
foreign intervention or at least a discussion, however unwelcome to her,' as to the future of 
Bcrsiii. with Great Britain, and that the more prudent coxirse, even from the point of view of 
Russian interi'sts, would he that the Britisli and Russian Governments should come beforehand to 
some arrangement, like the Aiistro-Bussian undc'rstanding respecting the Balkans, for preventing 
a cataclysm in this country. In other words that both Governments, convinced that a collapse 
of the Persian Monarchy from internal weakness, is under present circumstances undesirable and 
a forced partition of Persin even tnore so, should agree to cn-operate as Austria and Russia have 
d<^np in the case of, Fjuropean Turkey, for the provisional but effectual preservation of the Shah^s 
Empire as a neufrt^l State in which both have oqtial interests. To this end it ‘would be necessary 
that both should agree on a simple programme of elementary reforms in the'intomal constitution 
of Persia and should \mite to impose the application of this antiBcptic treatment, whether the 
latter liked it or nt)t, on the Persian Government. ’ I 

It -^yould be beyond the scope of this despaich, which deals only with general principles, 

to .examine the various measures for the reorganization of the Persian finances, army and 

administration of justice, which such a programme ought to include and which would undoubtedly 
present many practical but 'riot necessarily insuperable difficulties. I . merely submit that the 
only , alternative to the continuation by the two powers of a • policy of constant rivalry which 
inxist sooner or later precipitate an acute crisis in Persia leading either to war or to a division 
into spheres of influence, is an agreement between them on the lijacs of the M'iirzsteg und,eratanding: 
leaving .for its immediate object the postponement by common action of such a crisis.’ The basis 
of the agreement would be, I need hardly s^^y, not any partition ol Persian territory into opposite, 
spheres of in'fluence, in which Russia could not acquiesce without abandoning her aspirations os 
regards the Gulf, hut a partition of influence, and control at Tehran for the purpose of arresting 
the^ further decomposition of Persia and thus deferring her otherwise inevitable break up, and 
as its consequence the final cutting off of Russia, unless she is prepared to fight England for it, 
from access to the shores of the Gulf and Indian seas. 

I would again express the hope that in indicating my views on this important subject I 
shall not appear to have exceeded the limits of my province by presuming to volunteer uninvited 
opinions with respect to larger issues lying strictly speaking beyond it. My excuse, if I have 
done so must be |hat British officers in Persia and Central Asia are often brought Into contact 
with cruder and franker expressions of Russian views and aspirations than those formulated by 
the cautious and conciliatey statesmen who serve as the mouth-pieces of Russian policy in’ 
London and St. Petersburg. At the latter Courts the European, ' here in Asia the T’anteU' head 
and beak of the Russian double eagle are most plainly visibles, and^ it may not be amiss that 
as His Majesty % Representaj>ive in Persia I should, even without instructions to do bo, lay before 
Your Lordship what I believe to be the only principles dn which an unAcrstandSng with Rtissia' 
[16942] 2 3 
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as regards our common interests in the middle east is feasible. I would repsat that I do not 
regard, such an understanding as by any means easy but I am not certain in view of recent 
results of the forward policy of Itussia in Manchuria and of the lesson which those results must 
have taught that it need be dismissed a priori as inherently impossible. 

I have, &c. 

ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 

MINUTE. 

I am not very sanguine as to the possibility of an arrangfeTnen]t with Russia for a joint 
apphcLatio]n of the proposed antiseptic treatment. Would English and Russian officials be 
likely to interpret it m the same maiiniH’? The appeal to the Miir[K]steg scheme as an exemplar 
is not felicitous. 


APPENDIX (B), 

No. 321 (c). 

iSiV /I. Hardinge io Sir T. Sand&rBon, 

My Dear Sanderson, 7, Lower Berkeley Street^ London, October 2, 1905. 

I return the papers you sent me respecting (3) the Consular establishment in Persia and its 
cost; (2) the “ General question of policy.’^ 

On the first you do not I gather desire from mo any observations as a Report by the 
Department ia to be prepared. The question is mainly a departmental ono, as to the respective 
shares of expenditure, as between the Treasury and India Office. From my point of view the 
more Consulates are run by India the better, as it is far easier to get the Government of India 
to sanction necessary expenses than the home Treasury. India would never, if it was responsible 
for Mohammerah, have refused the Consul thoro the launch for which we asked, and the contrast 
between Meshed and Tabrecz, which I successively visited this autumn and last, is very 
instructive. The former is very smartly kept up, and Bykes gets nearly ;fi2,000 a-yoar, while 
his colleague at Tabroez cannot make both ends meet or live on his salary, much less make the 
display which he ought at the Valiahd’s Court. The only suggestion I should make is that when 
Shiraz is next vacant it should be transferred to India in exchange for Kornianshah. 

As to the general question raised in the Indian Government’s letter of the 37th August, 1 
have fully explained in my Reports from Tehran my ideas as to the policy which should be 
adopted, and these ideas have so far commended themselves to Government that they have 
been in part acted upon, though some of them, such as the acquisition of a control over the 
Imperial Bank, and a countermove in South-Western as well as in Bouth-Eastt^rn Persia in the 
event of a Russian invasion of the. north have been considered impracticable. It appears to me 
that there is not much differEmoo in principle (thotigh some in detail) bf^tween the views held by 
the Government of India, which are practically identical with those which I have ventured to 
submit, and the policy now definitely fortnulaied in Ix^ndon; the main difference is that the Home 
Government having to take a wider and lea.s local view of tlie situation in Persia, and of the 
practical possibilities, in relation to our duties and engagements elsewhere, is inclinod to reduce 
or limit the scope of its contingent action, extdiiding irom it certain areas such as the Bakhtiari 
country and Ispahan, whose inclusion in it the Government of India was disposed to favour. 
Since this question was first raised, the Asiatic situation has been so modified by recant events 
as to make it still more difficult for a person like mysolf, acquainted only with its Persian aspect, 
to offer any fresh remarks of utility; but the danger of a financial and political collapse in 
Persia itself, which may revive it in a practical form, haa certainly become more real, or at 
least has grown nearer, owing to the Ain-ed-Dowleh’s failure to reform the finances and stop the 
increa^ of the debt. This danger may become acute at a very early date if the Belgian 
administration, on which the payment of the Russian and English loans depends, is overthrown 
and the clerical party led to deem itself irresistible. 

I have, 

A. H. HARDINGE. 


No. 822. 

Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Greth 

F.O. 371/102. 

Separate and Confidential. London, D. December 28, 1905. ■ 

_ B. January 8, 1906. 

it was thought desirable by your predecessor that I should, on rsHnqufefiipg 
my duties as BEis Majesty’s, Minister at Tehran, draw up a report, .vKach would be 
tsoful to my successor, dealisg with the presdht condition of Persia, as well as walk 
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the principal concrete questions affecting British political and commercial interests 
in that country. It is difficult to compress within brief dimensions a review_ of this 
nature, but it will be my endeavour to treat these various subjects as concisely as 
is consistent with lucidity, and I shall begin by summarizing the main elements 
in the Persian political situation, which will necessitate a recapitulation of some of 
the chief events of the last few years. 

Financial Position — Loans. 

The integrity and independence of Persia, the maintenance of which may be 
regarded as the main object of our diplomacy at Tehran, has of late years been 
threatened by two principal dangers ; the first, the acquisition by Eussia of an 
absolutely predominant influence over the Persian state, and the second, the latter’e 
internal decomposition, due mainly to the weakness, extravagance and financial 
exhaustion of its government. 

The former of these two dangers has, owing to the present condition of Eussia, 
ceased, for the immediate present, to be threatening, but the second has within the 
last year or two shown signs of increasing, and unless something can be done to 
arrest it, an acute internal crisis in Persian affairs cannot, I think, long be delayed. 
Its primary cause, though deeper ones he of course below it, is the personal 
character of the Shah, 

Muzaffer-ed-din Shah is probably the only Prince of the Kajar dynasty, who 
has shown conspicuous incapacity for the rfile of an autocratic monarch. Naturally 
kindly and well-meaning, but weak, capricious, and almost totally uneducated, he 
had lived for more than fifty years, before he came to the throne, in seclusion at 
Tabreez, as nominal Viceroy of the great Province of Azerbaijan, yet without any 
real control over its affairs, which were managed by his Vizier, under direct orders 
from Tehran. He was often kept so short of money there that he had difficulty 
in paying the expenses of his household; and accordingly, when he ascended the 
throne, he hastened to recoup himself for these years of leanness by inconceivably 
reckless extravagance. In this course he was supported and encouraged by a gang 
of gi-eedy and ignorant Turkish courtiers, who had long been waiting impatiently 
at Tabreez for his father’s death, in order to build up out of the public revenues, 
to the plunder of which they looked forward, immense private fortunes for 
themselves. These men had no notion of politics, or of the rudiments of 
government ; their one idea, whilst ministering to the weaknesses and vices of their 
sovereign, was to kill and cut up the goose with the golden eggs. It was as though 
Henry V, on ascending the throne of England, had handed over to Palstaff and 
Poins the control of the national Exchequer 

Probable Attitude of Eussia and England in the event of a dissolution of the 

Persian State, 

Assuming that such a collapse were to take place, the question next arises as 
to what would be the attitude of the two neighbouring Powers, Eussia and Great 
Britain, both of whom are for different reasons deeply interested in the future of 
Persia. It appears to me evident that the Eussian government has long foreseen 
this eventuality and has shaped its policy in preparation for it. For many years 
it has done all it could to discourage any measures, which could contribute to the 
stability or progress of Persia. It has prevented the introduction of tailways. It 
has encouraged the extravagance of the Shah by the facility with which it has 
granted loans, knowing that he would squander them, and has steadjly declined 
any co-operation or even discussion with England as to the best means "of preventing 
a fitip-ucinl breakdown. It has in fact counted on being able^ if the Persian 
Government became bankrupt, and if as a consequence dislOThance^ broike wt 
through the country, to send a military force across the firanf^ l^i.re-^stablieth 
[16942] ^ B 4 
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single-handed the authority of the Kajar dynasty, just as we did that of the 
Khedives in Egypt at the time of the Arabi rebellion. The effect of such a military 
intervention would, it doubtless foresaw, secure for Eiissia a position in Persia 
analogous to that obtained by Great Britain in Egypt, and the Shah, restored by 
Eussian bayonets would become a mere puppet in the hands of a Eussian Eesident 
at Tehran. 

His Majesty’s Government, alive to this danger, decided, after full 
consideration of the question, that in the event of internal disturbances in Persia, 
the isolated action of Eussia could not be acqiuesced in, and that if, on wliatever 
pretext, Eussian troops were to enter Azei’baijan or Khorassan. a corresponding step 
should be taken by the Government of India in Seistan, or in the I’ersian Gulf, 
or in both. The occupation by British troops of Keistan, of Bunder Abbas, and of 
Bushire would not, in the plan ('ontemplah'd by them, have assumed tlie character 
of a demonstration against Eussia. On the contrary it would have been plausibly 
represented to her as a measure of eo-operation, both powers interfering 
simultaneously, and if Eussia were willing, in concert, to defend their respective 
interests and maintain oi’der in the regions adjactuit to tht'ir respective frontiers, 
in view of the inability of the Persian Government to ju-otect them aiie(iuately itself. 
Inasmuch as one of the great objects of Eussian, policy is to penetrate to the 
Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean after gradually converting Persia into a Eussian 
Egypt, it is obvious that a British occupation of either Seistan, lying as it does across 
the only route from Meshed to the Indian Seas, or of the princij)al ports of southern 
Persia, would defeat that object, and would compel the Russian Government to 
discuss the Persian question with England, and submit to its solution by some 
compromise acceptable to her. 

Although the Eussian Government has not been directly informed of this 
intention on our part, it is probably well aware of its existence, for I was authorised 
to state to the' Amin-es-Sultan in the summer of 1908, when there was talk of a 
Eussian intervention to suppress revolutionary disturbaiu'cs at Tabreez that any 
entry of Russian troops into Persian territory for such a ptirpose would oblige us 
to take identical measures in the South and East, and I am pretty certain that 
this information was communicated to the Russian Legation. A similar communi- 
cation was made by me to the Ain-ed-dt>wleh. when that Minister assumed office 
a few months later, and I cannot hut 8uape(!t that the conviction entertained at 
St. Petersburg that we should not permit Russia, in the event of a rebellion or civil 
war in Persia, to pacify the country single-handed, may have cornbiiied with other 
considerations to determine the overtures made by fount Benckendorff to your 
predecessor just before the outbreak of the dnpanese War for some modus vivendi 
as regards the Middle-Eastern question. 

Possible Anglo-Russian Understanding. 

The outbreak of the War in the Par East put an end to the exchange of views 
between the Russian and the British Governments on this queetion before it had got 
beyond the academic stage, but with the conclusion of peace, the possibility of some 
such understanding has again been tentatively discussed, and His Majesty’s Ambas^or 
at St. Petersburg informed me a few weeks ago that, whilst he deemed it unwise 
for us to display any eagerness to effect a settlement, and thought that the time had 
hardly yet come for it, he did not believe that it need in itself present any very 
great difficulties. 

My own view has always been that the only basis on which such a settlement 
could be effected, would be not a partition of Persia into rival spheres of influence, 
which would mean sooner or later an English Protectorate over the South and the 
definite abandonment of Russia’s aspirations to reach the open Gcean, and would 
therefore be unacceptable to her— -but a suspension of the diplomatic conflict, wMoh 
■Jiiwi BO long raged between the two Powers Tehran', and an understanding On tHe 
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lines of the Austro -Eussian Agreement respecting the Balkan Peninsula that both 
should combine to preserve the existence of Persia as a neutral state, by imposing 
on the Shah such a simple scheme of financial and administrative reform, as would 
avert or at least for the present delay the dissolution of the Persian Monarchy. 

In the present condition of Euesia, any serious negotiations for the attainment 
of this object are obviously difficult, and could only be entered upon, when some 
more stable Eussian Government has been evolved out of the existing chaos. But, 
although the internal situation in Persia is growing rapidly worse, some years appear 
likely to elapse before an active intervention on the part of her neighbours becomes 
inevitable, so that there is still time for careful consideration of the best methods 
for dealing with the crisis when it actually arrives. Some persons believe that the 
death of the Shah and the accession of the Vali-Ahd, who is stronger and a good 
deal more avaricious, ruight at the last moment avert it. Personally speaking, I 
feel little confidence in the capacity of any prince of the Kajar dynasty to carry 
through' unaided the radical reform essential if the country is to be set on its feet 
again. This dynasty, as always happens after a few generations in the Mahommedan 
East, with the single exception of Turkey, (an exception due in my belief to the 
peculiar marriage customs of the house of Othman), has become degenerate and 
effete, and commands neither affection nor respect in any large section of the 
Persian population, It would, in fact, in all probability have been overthrown before 
this, like those of the Zend, of Nadir Shah and of the Sefawis, but for the 
knowledge that any insurrection against its authority would bring about the armed 
intervention of Eussia or Great Britain, or both, for the preservation of the 
status quo in Persia. 

I have tried in the foregoing pages to indicate as clearly as possible the outlines 
of the Persian political situation in its bearing on the internal condition and foreign 
relations of the country. I now proceed to deal with concrete British interests, 

chiefly commercial, in the Shah's dominions 

[I have, &c.] 

A[ETHtTE] H. H[AEDINGE]. 


No. 828. 

MBTriorandum communicated to the Persian Minister, 

F.O. 371/103. Foreign Office, January 11, 1906. 

It would seem from the communications which the Persian Minister has* made to 
Sir, Edward Grey that some apprehension exists at Tehran that the policy and 
septiments of the present Ministry are less favourable to the Persian 6ov[ernmen]t 
than those of their predecessors. There is no ground for this impression and fho 
Persian Minister is authorized to assure his Gov[ernmen]t that the sentiments of 
Sir Edward Grey and his colleagues do not differ from those entertained by the 
M^irquess of Lansdowne and the late Cabinet. 

Sir Edward Grey thinks it right however to observe that there seems to liave 
been of late more difficulty than usual in obtaining a satisfactory settlement of 
various matters on which it has been foixnd necessary to address representations to the 
Persian Gov[ernmen]t. 

Foreign Office, January 11, 1906. 
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III —THE PERSIAN LOAN QUESTION, 1906. 

No. 324. 

Mr. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey. 

Tehran, January 31, 1906. 

F.O. 371/169. D- 5’30 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 32.) R., lO'SO p.m. 

Your telegram No. 16 : Loan 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh inforrae me^that it is absolutely necessary for Persian Govern- 
ment to contract loan at once, and I hear on good authority that Russian Legation 
have been approached. 

Grand Vizier’s position very uncertain, and dependent on whether he can raise 
money. Administrator of Customs statee financial position becoming daily more 
critical. Would you reconsider matter if entire control of money lent were placed in 
English hands by Persian Government? Mushir-ed-LowIch is sending his son to me 
Saturday, and I suspect he may put above question. 

(') fThis telegram of January 23, 1906, reports the refusal of His Majesty’s Government to 
grant a loan of £800,000 as requested by the Grand Vizier.] 


No. 825. 

Sir Edtvard Grey to Mr. Grant Duff. 

P.O.' 371/169. Foreign Office, Fehruary 2, 1906. 

Tel. (No. 22.) D.'l-lO i>,m. 

Your t8le[gru]m No. 32 (of Febfruary] ll (Persian Lniin’).(') 

We cannot hold out any prospect of rcconHidcring decision as to ])ropos('d loan. 

('1 Is. iintuf'dintely pn’ct'ding dutannont.] 


No. 826. 

Mr, Sprinq-llice to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/169. 

(No. 111.) St. Petersburgh, D. February 7, 1906. 

Sir, B. February 19, 1906. 

I have the honour to state that I addressed a private letter to Count Lamedorff, 
copy of which I have the honour to enclose, embodying your Telegram No. 84 of the 
2nd February on the subject of financial aid to Persia. 

To-day I attended Count Larasdorff’s official reception and spoke to him on the 
subject. 

His Excellency informed me that on the preceding day he had laid the letter 
before the Emperor and that His Majesty had charged him to express his satisfaction 
at this communication. Count Lamsdorff added that he was quite of the opinion 
that an end should be put to the practice under which the Persian Government wae able 
to obtain money from the English or the Russian Government by playing off one 
against the other. Besides which the service rendered to Persia, by offering a lokn, 
wae much like that afforded by a moneylender to a spendthrift — which only made him 
reckless and plunged him deeper into embarrassment, 
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He expressed his satisfaction at the frank nature of the communication and asked 
me to inform you accordingly. 

I gathered from his language that he regarded the idea of a loan to Persia with 
disfavour and did not press him as to the suggestion that if the Eussian Government 
thought a loan advisable His Majesty’s Government was prepared to enter into 
negotiations on the subject. Nor did I allude to the possibility of the repetition of the 
circumstances attending the loan of 1899 in which year the Eussian Government, 
although Lord Salisbury had expressed his willingness to enter into negotiations for a 
joint loan and while the negotiations were pending, had sanctioned a large advance, 
nominally made to the Persian Government by a private bank. This question was 
fully discussed between Count Lamsdorff and Sir Charles Hardinge on the 6th ultimo 
(see His Excellency’s Despatch No. 32), and both Count Lamsdorff and Count Witte 
must be fully aware of the effect on public opinion in England of what would appear 
after the formal and written communication just made by order of His Majesty’s 
Government and accepted with satisfaction by the Emperor, as little short of a breach 
of faith. I alluded however to the language held by Count Lamsdorff to His Majesty's 
Ambassador and reported by him in the above-mentioned Despatch, and observed that 
the communication I had made was based on the assurances exchanged on that 
occasion. 

I have, &c. 

OECIL-SPEING-EICE. 


Enclosure in No. 326. 

Mr. Spriruj-liice to Count TjiiniKdorff . 

Partioulibre et Confidentielle. 

Cher Corate Lamsdorf, 2S janmp,rl5 j4vr\er, 1906. 

Comme Votre Excellence le salt, Sir Edward Grey a dit au Comte Benckendorff, 
dans une conversation qu’il a eue avec Son Excellence le 13 dbcembre (n.s.), 
que, tout en admettant que le moment n’btait pas opportun pour entrer en 
pourparlers en vue d’arriver k une entente ayant pour objet do rbgler les differences 
entre les deux pays, le Gouvernement de Sa Majestb de sa part, pendant le deiai 
inevitable bviterait touts action de nature k rendre plus difficiles^les negociations 
qui auraient lieu dans ce but, ou de compromettre la possibilite d un arrangement 
eventuel. 

Se basant sur ce principe. Sir B. Grey a recemment declare au Gouvernement 
persan en reponse b des representations au sujet de 1 etat actuel des finances persanes, 
que le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste Britannique n’etait pas dispose k sanctionner une 
avance pecuniaire en favour du Gouvernement du Schah. 

En faisant part k Votre Excellence, k titre confidentiel de ce qui preobde je 
suis charge de Ij’ informer que le Gouvernement britannique entend _ que le 
Gouvernement russe, de sa part, animb d’un esprit de reciprocate, et du desir de nc 
pas introduire dans la situation actuelle un element nouveau ne permettra pas que 
le Gouvernement persan receive un seoours pecuniaire des autorites financibres 
russes. 

Si toutefois, pour quelque raison, le Gouvernement Imperial le eroit desirable 
de prbter un appui financier k la Perse, et qn’il veut bien coneiderer la question de 
concert avec le Gouvernement Britannique, je suis charge d’ assurer Votre 
Excellence que Sir Edward Grey est tout prbt k entrer on discussion k ce sujet, dans 
un esprit de conciliation. 

Veuillez, &c. 

CECIL SPBING EICE. 

(’) [«. infra, pp. 622-8, Appendix III.) 
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No. 3-27. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Grant Duff. 

F.O. 371/106. 

(No. 34.) 

gir^ Foreign Office., March 6, 1906. 

The Persian Minister asked to sec me to-day, and told me tliat he had come in 
order that he might inform the Shah whether the British and Russian Governnumts 
had an understanding between ea(di other. I said that we desired to he on friendly 
terms with the Russian Govei'innent and had made that known, and that they also 
desired to be on friendly terms with us. The Persian ^linister continued to jiress 
me as to whether we had any definite! understanding in the sense, for instance, 
that we had an understanding with France. T said we had not got any definite 
agreement with Russia about details, as we had with France. The Persian Minister 
then asked whether we had an intention of making any smdi agreement. I said 
that it was impossible to say anything about intentions. This sort of thing depended 
on circumstances. We had had difficulties with the French Government with regard 
to F'lgypt, Newfoundland, and ofluM- (luestions, and we had removed these by a 
definite agreement. Kliould we in tin* futuri* have difficulties with the Russian 
Government, we no doubt might he desirous of removing thes(‘ hy agretunenl in tin' 
same way. But at the present moment I did not think we had any diffnuilty witli 
Russian Government whi(di it was necessary to discuss in dt'iail. 

He asked me what our views were with regard to Ih'rsia, and I said tliat wc' 
desired to see the integrity and inde])endeni. sovereignty of Persia maintained. 

Pie then pressed me very mmdi on the sidtject of the loan which the Persian 
Government desired, and asked me what we meant Ivv saying tluit we could not 
lend money under present circumstances. I said that 1 tliought the Persian 
Government had borrowed enough money already and that we should not., hy lemling 
them more, he doing anything to promote the strength of Persia. The Persian Minister 
asked me whether we would not do at least what Tmrd Lanadowne had promised 
to do when he offered to lend Tl.'iO.OOO or £2t)0,0(K). 1 rejdied that when I came 
into office I found that that offer of Tiord Ijansdowne ha<l not been a<’c('pted hy tlu< 
Persian Government. They had put forward an entirely new demand for .£860,000. 
which we were not prepared to lend, nor were we prejjared to renew the offer of 
the smaller loan, which had not been ai'ccpted and had hei'n put aside hy the 
Persian Government. The Persian Minister then pressed me further as to whether 
we would lend money to Persia, if tlu' Persians would ua(' it to pay off the Russian 
loan, but I said we could not entertain this proposal. Tie then asked, me what 
advice I would give should the I’ersian Government appeal to British capitalists 
for a loan, and should the British capitalists apply to the Foreign Office for advice. 
I said that ws could not advise any British capitalist to lend money to Persia without 
guaranteeing the loan or in some way taking responsibility for it ourselves, and 
as we were not prepared ourselves to lend money to Persia T did not see how we 
could facilitate Persia’s borrowing it elsewhere. lie urged that if we would not 
lend the money the Persian Government would have to apply to Russia, and pressed 
me for advice as to what they should do. I said that T was very sorry not to be 
able to give a favourable answer or to give the particular assistance for whidi he 
asked, but that as I was not giving that assistance it was not possible for me to give 
advice with regard to the borrowing ol money. 

fl am, Su‘.'\ 

ErBWARDl GrBEYl.. 
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Mo. 3i!8. 

Sir N. O’Conor to Sir Edward Grey. 

i\0. 371/108. 

(No. 278.) Confidential. Constantinople, D. April 24, 1906. 

Sir, E. April 30, 1906. 

In my Telegram No. 65 of yesterday I had the honour to report that the German 
Ambassador was giving proof of considerable interest in the Turco-Persian frontier 
question and was supporting the representations made by my Eussian colleague and 
myself and 1 added that Baron von Marschall’s action appeared to me very significant. 

I now take leave to supplement my Telegram with the following observations. 

The appointment of a tried and able official like Monsieur Stemrich to the post of 
German Minister at Tehran, is, as I pointed out in my despatch No. 269 Confidential 
of the 2l8t instant, (') sufficiently indicative in itself of a more active policy in Persia, 
and unless I am very much mistaken, the new German Envoy will play a much more 
important role in Persia than did his predecessor Count Eex. 1 am willing to believe 
that the anxious desire shown by Baron von Marschall to interfere in the dispute 
provoked by the ^'urkish occupation of Passova is in some measure due to appr.e- 
liension lest a serious conflict in the Azerbidjan district should extend to Northern 
Meeopotamia and induce an unsettled condition in the country to be traversed by the 
Bagdad Eailway ; but 1 am still more disposed to regard His Excellency’s intervention 
as a sign of his Government’s desire to prove to the Shah that Germany takes an 
interest in Persian affairs and regards them as naturally falling within the sphere of 
her influence and action. 

Baron von Marschall is not particularly addicted to paying visits to his colleagues, 
but the other day he called at the Persian Embassy and took some trouble to impress 
on Prince Eiza Khan that he had spoken very seriously about the Turco-Persian 
imbroglio to Izzet Pasha, the Sultan’s Second Secretary, in whose hands the conduct 
of the question has been placed, and how he had pointed out the illegality of the 
Turkish action in occupying and retaining posaeesion of Passova which, being to 
the Blast of the debatable zone laid down in the Angio-Eussian Commissioners’ map 
of j(869, must incontestably be in Persian territory. He expressed also the wish to bc 
kept informed of 'the course of the negotiations and contrived throughout his conversa- 
tion to convey the impression that Germany was interested equally with the two 
mediating Powers in, the question and that his benevolent interference merited the 
grateful recogrption of the Persian Government. The Persian Ambassador appears to 
have fallen intp the trap at once, and to have thankfully expressed his appreciation of 
Baron von Marschall’ s comforting assurances and unsolicited support. 

When His Highness told me what ha,d occurred I suggested that he might do 
well to secure the support not only of Germany but also of Prance and the other Groat 
Powers, as I had no doubt that all the Ambassadors at Constantinople would bo as 
ready to afford reasonable support and aid in composing the quarrel as our German 
colleague had been. 

Prince Eiza Khan replied that he would explain the situation to the French 
Ambassador and the Italian Chargd d’ Affaires and invoke their good offices ancj I 
myself took an ■ opportunity this afternoon of acquainting Monsieur Constans with, the 
present' phase of this question. , , , 

Another symptom of Germany’s interest in Persian affairs, which we cannot afford 
to overlook and which would seem to be part and parcel of some policy for a definite 
end, is the recent establishment by the Hamburg-American Company of a service of 
steamers to the -Persian Gulf. 

In face of the above facts it appears to me very probable that if Great Britain and 
Eussia do not very soon come to an agreement with regard to their respective interests 

(1) [Not reproduced; Tte • despatch deals' only with personal details referring to 
Herr Stenarioh.] 
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in Persia, they may find themselves confronted there with Germany very much as did 
France in Morocco. Indeed T am almost alraid llial the ])sychological moment foi an 
arrangement a deux may be already passed. 

As I walked with my Eussian Colleaguo from IJie I’crsmn Ihnbassy, wlw'ro w<: met. 
yesterday to discuss the frontici’ dispute, 1 mentioned to him my idea that Eaion von 
Marschail’s attitude in the piiestion boded a more active interest in I'orsian aflairs 
which might make us regret tbat we had 1.arricd so long in coming to an under- 
standing. Monsieur Zinoviev' replied that things did wear that appearance, but that as 
I knew he had always been in favour of an understanding with England, and hc', had 
not failed to express that opinion to his Govermnont, feeling that ho was entitled to 
do so on account of his intimate acquaintance with and long residence in Persia. 

I have, &c. 

N. E. O’CONOE. 


No. 829. 


H%t Edward Grey to Mr. Spriny-liice. 

F.O. 371/125. 

(No. 218.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 11, 1906. 

I reminded Count Eenckendorff in convoiuatiori to-day that, since receiving 
the friendly message from Count Lamsdorff some weeks ago, indicating that proposals 
might be made by us for a definite agreement on matters of mutual interest, 1 had 
postponed the idea of our making any such proposals, owing to the change in progress 
in the Eussian Government and the latter’s natural preoccupalion with internal 
affairs. But within the last day or two a report had reached me that Persia was 
negotiating with Germany for a loan. I had oripnally told Count Bonckendorff 
that, as regards Persia and other subjects of that kind, we would for the present do 
our utmost to preserve the status quo in order to keep the door open for a subsequent 
arrangement with Eussia. But if the status quo was to be disturbed in the interval 
by third persons, it would make a future arrangement more and more difficult, and 
1 had therefore thought it right to toll Count Benckendorff of tho report which I had 
heard. 

I said it was for the Russian Government to consider what steps they thought it 
in their interest to take. 1 held that it was wasting money to lend it to the present 
Persian Government. But I did think it very desirable to preserve the status quo. 
Possibly a joint loan by Russia and Great Britain might be worth considering as a 
temporary expedient, simply to preserve things as they were till we could settle the 
whole question; though I thought Russia, by conditions she had already made with 
Persia, might have grounds on which to object by herself to the Persian Government’s 
contracting a loan. 

Count Benckendorff asked me whether the information with regard to a German 
loan came from a source which made me believe it, and how it was being arranged. 

I said the report had reached me in the barest possible form. A million was 
named as the amount of the loan. But I was not sure even as to the amount, nor did I 
know through what channels it was being arranged, nor was I certain of the conditions 
which might be attached to it. I did, however, think that the report which had 
reached me might not be without foundation. But the Russian Government no doubt 
had means as. good as ours for making their own inquiries. 

There was another matter which it was necessary for me to mention. 

The Bagdad Railway had not recently been brought before us officially in any way, 
but I gathered that it was likely to be revived. Questions were being asked me in the 
House of Commons, and from other indications I expected that we might soon have to 
give an answer as to whether we were prepared to pcotioipate. We were not prepared 
to participate in it unto France also ffid so : and we did not wish to go into it uidess 
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Russia as well would take part. The Bagdad Railway, if completed, would form an 
important commercial outlet. I knew very well the interest which such an outlet had 
always had for the Russian Government, and I realised that if this outlet was to be 
made on the Persian Gulf, it was something in which they would naturally feel they 
ought to have some share. It was for them to consider, therefore, whether it would 
not be better, instead of attempting to block the project of the Railway, which might 
be destined to be made nevertheless, that they should make up their minds as to the 
conditions and methods by which Russian interest might be brought into the scheme. 
All I had to say was that we would consider very favourably any suggestions of this 
kind which the Russian Government might have to make. 

I told Count Benckendorff I did not wish this to be regarded as an official 
communication, because at present we were not being asked for any decision; but 
I foresaw that we might have to come to a decision before very long, and, as this too 
would be an alteration in the status quo in a part of the world in which we were 
both interested, I was anxious to take no step on our part without letting the Russian 
Government know, and it was very desirable that they should come to a decision as 
to what their own interest and policy in the matter should be. 

Count Benckendorff told me that M. Cambon had already had conversations with 
him and M. Nelidoff on this subject. 

I said I had spoken to M. Cambon some time ago, but my reason for mentioning 
it now was that the questions which were being asked me in Parliament made me 
think that the time when we might have to come to a decision was nearer than I had 
thought, and it was desirable that the Russian Government should also be prepared. 

[I am, &c.] 

E[DWARD] G[REY]. 


No. 330. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, May 12, 1906. 

P.O. 871/109. D. 4*42 n.M. 

Tel (No. 89.) E. 5 p.m. 

My tel[©gram] No. 88 of yesterday. Persia. (^) 

Russian F[oreign] 0[ffice] has no precise information but hear that M. Naus 
has changed his policy since his return from Constantinople where he had frequent 
conferences with German Amb[assador] who proposed to him a Berlin loan in return 
for certain concessions to Germany, 

(1) [Not reproduced.] 


No. 331. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 371/169. 

(No. 404. ) St. Petersburgh, D. June il&, 1906. 

Sir, E. July 9, 1906. 

I mentioned to Monsieur Isvolsky yesterday that it had been reported from an 
unofficial source that the Persian Government were allowing it to be understood that 
an ofEer had been made to them of a Eussian loan of two milhon sterling. I said 
that no credence was attached to this report, as it was not the first time that the 
Persian Authorities had allowed reports of this nature to he disseminated, possibly 
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■with the object of inducing others to come forward with offers of a similar character. 
I only mentioned this re 2 )ort to him in order to i)lace him on his guard, as I knew 
that the Eussian Government would abide by the understanding regarding Persian 
loans which had been made with his predecessor, Count Ijamsdorff. 

Monsieur Isvolsky thanked me for having alluded to the reitort, but he could 
assure me that since he had been in office there had been no question of any loan 
to Persia. He added that at the present moment, moreover, the Eussian Government 
or Eussian Banks were not in a position to lend money to anyone, 

I have, Ac. 

A. NIGOLSON. 


No. 832. 

Sir Edward Grey ia Sir A. Nicohoii. 

F.O. 371/169. Furciyn Office, Atiyvst 13, UKHl. 

Tcl. (No. 219.) D. 1-35 u.m. 

Count Benekendorff says that kl. Isvolsky desires in view of internal troubles 
in Persia to come to some sort of inodu« viveiidi with ns. 

You might tell M. Isvolsky that Kir C. Spring Eiee, who starts early in 
September will be instructed to keep in touch with M. II art wig at Tehran; that 
we_ propose^ to adhere to a policy of non-interferonc(» as far as possible and that 
British subjects inland will be told in case of danger to them to go to the Ports : 
that Sir C. Spring Eice will probably ask his colleaguos to agree to some limitation 
of the custom of taking “Bast”; that subject to these precautions we j)roj)OHe to 
let crisis in Persia take its course, but are ready to agree with the Htmsians that 
the Valiahd should be favourably regarded as Huecessor, if the Shah dies, 

This should not be allowed to forestall or complicate subsequent negotiations 
as to agreement about Persia; if M. Tsvolsky raises that you should receive his 
views and say that we will consider them. 


No. 333. 

Sir A. Nicoleon to Sir Edward Orcy, 

St. Petershurgh, Auymit 16, 1906. 

h\0. 371/169. D. 8-56 p.«. 

Tcl. (No. 185.) K. 10 P.M. 

Your telegram No. 219. (*) 

I communicated to the Minister for Foreign Affairs verbally insl.nictions which 
Kir 0. Bpring-Eice would take with him to Tehran, explaining that these were not to 
prejudice any negotiation we might subsequently undertake on th(i general question of 
Persia. 

His Exedllency said he was sure that the British and Ihissian Ministers wouh! 
co-operate cordially together. 

(*) [v. inanodiatcly prucoding doouruont,] 
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No. 334. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Grant Duff. 

F.O. 371/169. Foreign Office, August 16, 1906. 

Tel. (No. 112.) D. 12 p.m. 

Your Eussian colleague has been instructed to concert with you as to adoption of 
any steps, which may assist towards calming situation in Persia. Should any new 
necessity arise you should endeavour to co-operate with him. We desire to avoid 
giving any ground for an impression that recent events have been encouraged as an 
opportunity for interference in Persian affairs or to exploit the situation at the expense 
of Eussia. 

CEepeat to St. Petersburgh, No. 231.) 


No. 335. 

Mr. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey. 

Tehran, September 1, 1906. 
F.O. 371/110. D. 1-20 p.M. 

Tel. (No. 227.) E. 6-45 p.m. 

My immediately preceding telegram. Meshed-Seistan line.(^) 

Grand Vizier yesterday admitted to me that orders had been given to transfer 
instruments at Meshed from the Persian to the Eussian office, but denied that there 
was any intention of making further concessions. I pointed out to His Highness 
that His Majesty’s Government would view with surprise and regret fact that his 
first act as Grand Vizier had been to hand over to Eussian control a line 
(?) conducting down to our Indian frontier, and said that we should most certainly 
demand a qu^ pro quo, and that it would probably be a large one. 

His Highness was evidently much concerned at this view of the matter, and 
protested that Shah’s signature had been given long before he had become Grand 
Vizier. 

Subsequently he sent his son to me mth the original Eussian note and the 
Shah’s Minute in order to prove that the matter had been arranged before his access 
to power. I promised to tell you thisj but pointed out that it in no way affected 
actual position. 

I took the opportunity to explain to the Grand Vizier’s son, with the aid of a 
m^, that the control over the line would enable Eussians to place a whole string 
of agents along Afghan border right down to our Indian frontier. I also showed 
that, in the event of trouble between Persia and Afghanistan, Persians had by their 
own act put it in the power of the Eussians to cut off at will all telegraphic 
communication between Tehran and the whole eastern frontier of Persia. This was 
the one line of all others that the Persians ought never to have let out of their 
hands. The only remedy, I said, was the linking up of Seistan with the Central 
Persian system, or, in other words, concession of Kuh-Malik-Siah extension. He 
seemed impressed with this argument. 

I finally urged him not to make any further concessions to the Eussians on 
the line, and, above all, not to let Seistan pass out of their hands. 

(‘) [Tel. No. 226 from Mr. Grant DuS of August 30, 190ft, states the Persian Government 
was about to hand over the control of the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line to the Russian Government. 
The Persian Minister of Telegraphs was ready to postpone efieoting the transfer for two days 
in the hope of British intervention. While he wanted to retain control of the line himself, 
he would have preferred to hand it over to Great Britain rather Wiaa to Russia.] 

[16942] 2 c 
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I think that Grand Vizier is thoroughly alarmed, and if His Majesty's 
Government will impress on Persian Legation that they regard matter very seriously, 
I believe that we might now press for the Kuh-Malik-Siah extension with fair hope 
of success. 

I have, of course, not indicated that His Majesty’s Government would consider 
extension alone to be adequate compensation. 

MINUTES. 

The unsatisfactory part of this question, apart from the material side, is that it is a 
modification of the status quo which ws have been so careful to maintain recently in Persia, 
and I think that this aspect of the question may legitimately bo pointed out to M. Isvolsky 
by Sir A. Nicolson, who might be told that we shall expect a counter eonoession. 

C. H. 

Yes. 

E. G. 

Ths Persians may have done it of themselves without recent pressure from the Russians in 
order to predispose Russia to lend money; or M. Hartwig may have asked for it as a quid pro quo 
for the prestige gained by us through the abnormal hospitality of our Legation. 

E. G. 


No. 836. 

Sir A. JSicolson to Sir Edward Orey. 

F.O. 871/169. 

{No. 575.) St. Petershurgh, D. September 1, 1906. 

Sir, E. September 10, 1906. 

M. Isvolsky sent me word yesterday afternoon that he would like to call upon 
nie, as he wished to speak to me on certain matters. His Excellency paid me a 
visit in the course of the afternoon, and said that he wished to inform me that the 
Persian Government had been pressing the Eussian Minister at Teheran to procure 
for them an immediate advance of three million tomans (about £500,000) and also 
a loan of ten million tomans (about £1,660,000). They had stated to M. Hartwig 
that their financial condition was exceedingly precarious, and that if his Government 
would render them the above service, they would subscribe to any conditions which 
might be required. They further added that the British Government had been 
oflering them financial assistance in return for concessions of a political character, 
but that they preferred to address themselves in the first instance to the Eussian 
Government. They intimated that if neither the Eussian nor the British ^vemment 
were disposed to assist them, they would apply to Germany. 

M. Isvolsky said that Sir C, Spring Bice had written a private note to Count 
IjamsdorS in January last,(*) which had remained without a written reply; but that on 
the note, which M. Isvolsky produced from his portfolio, Count Lamsdorff had 
written a minute to the effect that he had informed Sir C. Spring Eice verbally 
that the Eussian Government were in accord with the principles enunciated in 
communication. 

M. Isvolsky observed that he wished to act in harmony trith the spirit of what he 
termed Ae “tacit agreement” of January last, and he had therefore communicated 
to me . the steps which the Persian Government had recently ttdien. There was, he 
said, little doubt that the financial condition of Persia was almost desperate, and that 
he wished to consult with Hie Majesty’s Government as to the best means of affording 
rehef and in what measure 'assistance could be rendered. He would be glad to know 
what information I had received in regard to the financial situation in Persia, and also 
what were the views of His Majesty’s Government on the subject. 


(^) [t?. p, 8 ^ 9 , No. 0^, emh*} 
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I told M. Isvolsky that, in the first place, I was sure that my Government would 
highly appreciate the loyal and frank step which he had been good enough to take; 
and that in the second place, I could assure him that no offer of any kind had been 
made to the Persian Government on our part, and that their assertion that financial 
relief had been tendered was an old device of the Persian authorities. I had no 
special data at that moment in my memory as to the financial condition of Persia, but 
that I had little doubt that it was extremely unsatisfactory. I did not know what view 
you would take as to the beat means of overcoming the financial difficulty ; but it 
seemed to me that it would be desirable, in the first place, to obtain some expert and 
trustworthy information as to the amount which would be needed to meet the most 
pressing necessities and that then the two Governments might consult together as to 
whether an advance might not be made in common. Perhaps it might be found 
necessary to have some control as to the expenditure of the advance, if one were 
made, as otherwise the funds might be sguandered uselessly. I added that it would 
be better if the Persian Government could be restrained from applying to other 
quarters, such as Germany, for financial assistance. 

To this latter remark M. Isvolsky fully agreed, and said that as both Russia and 
Great Britain had large interests in Persia it was desirable that they should work 
together without the intervention of third parties. His Excellency said that these and 
other matters concerning the present situation in Persia which Sir C. Spring Rice 
and M- Hartwig might discuss were not to prejudice any arrangement which the 
Governments of Great Britain and Russia might hereafter conclude in regard to our 
future respective relations and attitudes towards the general question of Persia. I said 
that this was also, I knew, the view of my Government. 

I have, &e. 

A. NinOLSON. 


No. 337. 

Rir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/169. Foreign Office, September 8, 1906. 

I'el. (No. 262.) D. 2'40 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 202 (of Aug[ust] 81). Persia. (^) It is now several months 
since Persian Government pressed us most urgently for a loan and were definitely 
refused. (®) I assume that since then they have tried other sources and their renewed 
application to Russia is evidence that they have failed to obtain anything. If however 
Russian Gov[ernmen]t think there is danger of money being lent by any other source 
in terms, which would introduce undesirable complications in Persian question, (^) we 
will discuss question of making an advance in common and for this purpose instruct 
Grant Duff to ascertain in conjunction with his Russian colleague how much is 
required, and how we can secure that it should be applied to objects of real necessity. 
In view however of uncertainty of Shah’s health and consequent instability of present 
*Gov[ernmen]t in Persia it would be more useful if a loan could be deferred. I assume 
that Russia agrees to supporting the Valiahd as successor in that event a loan might 
enable a better start to be made with a new Gov[6mmen]t. A loan if made now 
should at any rate be confined to bare necessities required to carry on for a short 
period. 

(1) [This telegram gava the subatanoe in shorter form of Sir A. STioolson’s despatch No. 676 
of September 1, 1906. v. immediately preceding document.] 

(“) [r. supra, p. 378, Noa. 324-6.] 

(®) [cp. supra, pp. 382-8, No. 829.] 


[16942] 
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No. 338. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, September 5, 1906. 
JP.O. 371/169. D. 8-6 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 205.) R. 9 45 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 262 : Persia. (^) 

Minister for Foreign Affairs will send instructions to the Russian Minister at 
Tehran to obtain, in concert with Mr. Grant Duff, information as to the amount of 
advance really required, and to ascertain if some means could be taken that it should 
be properly applied. 

I gave his Excellency your views as to the loan, and he appeared to agree with 
them. 

(') [u. inimadiatcly preceding document.] 


No. 889. 

Sir C. Hardinge to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private. (*) 

My dear Nico, Foreign Office, September 5, 1906. 

. . . .(’“) As regards Persia, the sooner Isvolsky can be invited to make sugges- 
tions the better. We are of this opinion since we do not know at all upon what basis 
they would wish to negotiate and we are not yet quite prepared to say what we are ready 
to concede. I keep on impressing upon the I[ndia] 0[£Eice] the absolute necessity 
of coming to some definite decision as to what our policy is to be, and that there is 
no time to lose. I think I shall succeed in getting an expression of opinion from them 
but it may take a few weeks. The pourparlers are however not advancing rapidly 
which is to our advantage, but it would be very useful if you could get Isvolsky to 
express his own ideas. 

Now you will have received Grant Duff’s tel[egram] 227 about the Meshed-Seistan 
Telegraph which is very unsatisfactory. (’) What is however the most unsatisfactory 
part of this queetion, apart from the material side, is that it is a modification of the 
status gwo which we have been so careful to maintain recently in Persia and Sir E. Grey 
thinks that this aspect of the queetion may legitimately be pointed out to Isvolsky by 
you and that if this concession is confirmed we shall have to consider what counter- 
concession we must demand. 

While writing the above to you Benekendorff came to see me and I spoke to him 
in the above sense. He assured me that Isvolsky will be strongly opposed to any such 
step and that he is not pleased with Hartwig’s proceedings at Tehran. He begged me 
to send a tel[egram] to St. P[etersburgh] but not to mention that he had advised it. 
I am going to do so as soon as I have a moment to turn round in. 

Since beginning this letter I have settled with the I[ndia] 0[fficej the Afghan 
instr[uctio]ns(*) which I enclose for your oonf[identia]l information but which have 
not yet been approved by Sir E. Grey, so please sit on them in the meanwhile. 

The advantage in sending them to you now is that I can tei[egraph] to you any 
alterations which Sir E. Grey may wish to make before you act on them. 

In great haste, 

Y[ou]rB ever, 

CHARLES HARDINGE. 

(») [Carnock MSS.] 

(®) [The opening sentences of this letter are purely personal in character.] 

(’) fr. supra, pp._ 885-6, _ No. 885.] 

(*) [These are printed, infra, p. 826, No. 472, enol. There is no copy of them attached to 
this letter in the Oamoot MBS.] 
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No. 340. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

r.O. 371/169. 

(No. 588.) St. Petersiurgh, D. September 6, 1906. 

Sir, E. September 17, 1906. 

I informed M. Isvolsky yesterday that His Majesty’s Government had received 
some months ago an application from the Persian Government for a loan, but that 
the latter had been told that this request could not be entertained. (*) In respect to 
the recent application for an advance and a loan, I told His Excellency that my 
Government were of opinion that if some financial aid were really required and if 
the Persian Government were likely to seek it elsewhere than in England and Eussia, 
you were prepared to send instructions to His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at 
Teheran to ascertain, in conjunction with the Eussian Minister, what amount would 
sufldce to meet urgent requirements and also what means could be taken to assure 
that the advance was properly applied. In respect to a loan I said that you 
considered that, owing to the condition of the health of the Shah and the uncertainty 
of the immediate political future in Persia, it would be advisable to defer, if possible, 
embarking on so serious a matter as a loan. Moreover as we understood that the 
Eussian Government were in accord with us in supporting the succession of the 
Valiahd it would be advisable to enable His Highness to start his reign with our 
common financial assistance should a loan be eventually necessary. I had prefaced 
my remarks, as I am sure you would have wished me to do, by expressing your 
appreciation of the loyal and friendly communication which His Excellency had made 
to me, as reported in my Despatch No. 575 of the 1st instant. (*) 

M. Isvolsky took note of what I had said, and stated that he would telegraph 
to the Eussian Minister to place himself in communication with Mr. Grant Duff. 
He added that he presumed that the British and Eussian Eepresentatives at 
Teheran were not themselves to decide the amount and mode of making the advance, 
but merely to procure the necessary information for the subsequent decision of their 
respective Governments. I said that this, I was sure, was also your view. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


(^) [t?. 8Upra^ p, 378, Nos, 324-5.1 
(^) ['U. mpra, pp. 386-7, No. 386,] 


IV.— THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN RAPPROCHEMENT, 1906-7. 

No. 341. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/126. Foreign Office, September 7, 1906. 

Tel. (No. 272.) D. 1-15 p.m. 

You are authorised to open discussion with M. Isvolsky on Afghanistan on the 
basis of the instructions enclosed in Sir C. Hardinge’s private letter to you of the 
5th in8t[ant],(*) 

You should also inform M. Isvolsky that if he desires to discuss Persia we shall 
be ready to receive any proposals put forward by him without waiting till the 
•discussion on Afghanistan is concluded. 

(^) [-u. supm, p. 388, No, 339, and note (^).] 
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No. 342. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F 0 371/110 OToxijri Scptooihvr 7. I90G 

Tel (No 274 > 

■ Meshed-Seistan Telegraph. Mr- Grant Duff’s _tol[egram] No 227.(M 
You should take an early opportunity of pom mg out to M. Isvolsky that if 
the news of the transfer of the hleslied-Seistan Tel[ egraph] line to Eussian control 
is confirmed an important modification of the atataa which we have been so 
careful to maintain recently in Persia will have been created. We can hardly believe 
that such a step can havB his authorisation ^ but, if so, it will bocome 

necessary to consider what counter-concession we may he compelled to demand. 

The Meshed-Seistan line runs so close to the frontier of Afghanistan that a 
change in its control will require some step on the part of Hfis] M[ajesty’8] 
G[overnmcntl to secure their intereBts, unloss the matter enn no nrtjtiBted by discus- 
sion with the Hussian Oovrernmen"]t -• in this tonnection 1 would draw your attention 
“nnlSita S in Viceroy’s telegram o{ September Srd.(>l which .eemi. a poeeible 
solution. 

(1) [v. mpra, pp. 385-0, No, 335.] . .t, . i i j . , 

('2') FThis sus-ffestion was to tho that a propo^nl should be made to Puma for the 

transfer to Kussff of the control of whoje hne Meslicd to Tehran and to Great Britain 
ol the control of the whole Meahed-Scistan hnb^ « was ct.mmunicated to M. Isvolaki by 
Sir A. Nicolson, and is referred to, infra, P- •W4, No. 349, and p. 899, No. 868.] 


No. 343. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, September 8, 19(56. 
F.O. 871/110. D- 7'60 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 214.) B. 1110 p.m. 

Meshed-Seistan Telegraph, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs spontanewsly spoke to me this afternoon on above 
question, and read me a telegram from Eussian Ambassador in London reporting 
a conversation with Sir C. Hardinge* His Excellency assured me this was the first 
he had heard of any such project, and that on inquiry in his Department he bad 
been told that the Eussian Minister on his own initiative had made some arrange- 
ment with the Persian authorities as to some interchange of telegraph apparatuses, 
but being a minor technical question had not been considered sufficiently important 
to submit to him. He asked me what 1 knew. 

I said that my information was that a Concession had been given, or was on 
the point of being given, to the Eussians to take complete control of the telegraph 
line, and this had naturally caused some surprise as being a disturbance of the 
status quo. I added that I was expecting a telegram on which I could speak to 
him on the subject, and that when I received it I would call on him. 

His Excellency said he would f? authorize) any disturbance of the 

status quo, and that he had never heard of so large a measure as I had indicated. 
By the time I called on him he would have naore information on the subject, but 
that matter had come as a complete surprise to him. 

I am sure he was sincere. 
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No. 344. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, September 14, 1906. 
F.O. 371/169. D. 12-30 p.m. 

Tel (No. 220.) R- 2-30 p-m. 

Your telegram No. 290. (^) 

Joint advance to Persian Government. 

I communicated to M[inister for] F[oreign] A[ffairB] yesterday evening the 
conditions on which H[is] M[ajeaty’s] G[ovemmen]t would be prepared to join with 
Eussian Government in meeting an advance. 

Ilis Excellency seemed to see no objection in principle to what I proposed but 
said he could not give a reply offhand. He told me that he had been informed that 
a delegate from the German Bank would arrive at Tehran at the end of this month 
and that probably Persian Government would inform him of our conditions. His 
Excellency seemed to fear that German delegate would offer an advance without any 
conditions at all which would be attractive to Persian Government, and he appeped 
anxious that our joint advance should consequently be arranged as soon as possible. 
His Excellency appeared also to doubt whether it would be prudent in these 
circumstances to attach conditions to our advance but he did not actually say so. 

He inquired what guarantees Eussian Government could secure : and I told 
him that he had the whole of northern and western Persia wherein to seek thein. 
I did not allude to joint guarantee of customs in western ports of the Gulf as it 
seemed unnecessary for the moment. He asked if I would give him a memorandum 
as soon as possible as to our proposals and I said I would do so very confidentially. 

The Emperor is on a yachting cruise till next Tuesday and M[ini8ter for] 
F[oreign] A[ffairs] will have to submit the matter to H[is] M[aje8ty’s] 
consideration. 

(>■) [Not reproduced. It refers to the conditions on which the loem might he granted. These 
are sufficiently indicated in Bir A. Nicolson^s despatches of September 2D, end September 24, 
infra f pp* 898-4, Nos. 848-9,] 


No. 845. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, September 14, 1906. 

F.O. 371/169. g- 12^35 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 221.) Very confidential. B.. 4-30 p.m. 

My immediately preceding telegram. (^) 

My impression is that Minister for Foreign Affairs will make no difficulty as to 
assenting to our conditions, as Germany is interested apparently^ in financially 
assisting Persia. (Group omitted : ? He would) be disposed to exercise pressure on 
Porsian GovoinuxietLt to apply to Russia aud to us alouo, and to rsfusB other aid. 

He would like, I think, to see joint advance an accomplished fact before arrival 
of German Delegate, and thus be able to explain that Persians applied to both of 
us in the first instance, and that we had met her wishes; but I have doubts if 
matter were still an open question when German Delegate arrived that he would 
exercise active pressure on Persian Government to refuse any German offer. 

(^) [u. immediately preceding dooumentG 
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These are my first impressions, but I may have to alter them when I have 
further discussed the matter with Minister for Foreign Affairs. I shall see him 
again on Monday, by which time he will have had opportunities of consulting others, 
and I may find that his views have undergone a change. 


No. 346. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Gra7it Duff. 

F.O. 371/112. Foreign Office, September IG, 1906. 

Tel. (No. 142.) D. irSO a.m. 

Your telegram No. 244. (') 

Eefugees. 

Eussian Ambassador has communicated views of his Government on joint action 
proposed by you. 

Telegram from them ('.vpresBpB gratification at implied desire for establishment of 
joint action in Persia but atat.eB that Eussian Government consider it doubtful whether 
joint representations would have desired effect, and that a joint audience of Shah 
might be misinterpreted as implying intorforenee in iiiternal affairs of the country 
and might furnish those olemonts which are hostile to hlnghind and Russia with a 
weapon and argument which it would be easy to use against them. 

Russian Government suggest that you should concert with the Eussian Minister 
as to tendering friendly advice to the Persian Government with a view to securing 
the pacification of the country but that it should be given by each of yon sepai-ately. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 813.) 

(h [Not reproduced. It refers to the proposal for joint Anglo-Ruwsian representations to the 
Shah in oonneotion with his refusal to sign the proposed Regulation for the Assembly which 
had led certain of the leaders of the people’s party to talco refuge in the British I^egation 
M. Hartwig had .said he would refer to St. Petersburgh for instructions,] 


No, 847. 

Sir .-1. Nicohoj) to Sir Edward Grey. 

, ^ Et. Petersburgh, September 17, 1906. 

F.O. 371/169. D. 8-20 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 225.) Secret and Confidential. B. 6-46 p.h. 

My immediately preceding telegram. (‘) 

Minister for Foreign Affairs told mo his personal tdewB were in favour of line 
which I had submitted, viz,, from Birjand to Bunder Abbas, but that he must consult 
the Emperor and his colleagues. He anticipated some objections, but would combat 
them. He said that we were opening up the whole question of Persia, as to which he 
did not complain. On the contrary, he considered that we should delimitate our 
respective spheres of influence as soon as possible, but not Wisociate them with a 
simple advance or even (?) a serious loan. 

(‘) [Tel. No. 224 from Sir A. Nioolson of September 17, 19061, states that M. Isvolski was 
of opiaioE that the question of the spheres of influence in Persia should be connected with the 
Anglo-Bussian loan, but not with the preliminary jeant advance to be made to the Persian 
^vernment. The substance of the rest of the tel^ram is contained in Sir A. Nieolson’a 
No, 686, «. immediately succeeding document.] 
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He hoped to be able to give me the opinions of the Emperor and his colleagues 
m a day or two, and in the meantime he begged me not to telegraph officially on the 
subject. 

He hinted that in Eussian sphere of influence access to some part of Gulf would 
be necessary. I on my part hinted that I did not think this would present an 
insuperable difficulty. 

MINUTE. 

If we take the Birjand-Bunder Abbas triangle as our sphere of influence we must not 
abandon the whole of the rest of Persia to the Bussian sphere. There will have to be a snhere 
open to general or common interests. 


C. H. 
E. G. 


No. 348. 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

E.O. 371/169. 

(No, 686.) St. Petershurgh, D. September 20, 1906. 

^ E. October 1, 1906. 

At his weekly reception yesterday, M. Isvolsky told me that he had no further 
statements to make to me in regard to advances, loans, and spheres of influence in 
Persia, as the Emperor had postponed his return to Peterhof from his cruise, and 
he could add nothing to what he had already said until he had consulted with His 
Majesty. His Excellency added that he maintained his opinion that a delimitation 
of spheres of influence was the only method of solving the Persian question so far as 
Eussia and England were concerned; and he intended to urge this solution on the 
Emperor and those of his colleagues who were interested in these matters. He asked 
me if I had telegraphed to you as to the advance and explained the matter as he had 
suggested, I replied in the affirmative, and said that I had laid before you his desire 
that (1) the Imperial and Eussian Banks should permit a postponement of the repay- 
ment of the sums due to them by the Persian Government. (2) that we should content 
ourselves, as regards^ our share of the advance, with a lien on the Customs revenues 
in the south of Persia and the Persian Gulf, and (3) that we should make our part 
of the advance at once, the Eussian Government, for certain reasons, being desirous of 
postponing the advance of their moiety. 

His Excellency said that this was quite correct, and enquired if I had received any 
reply. I told him that there had been hardly time for me to do so, but that I had no 
•doubt that I should receive one very shortly. 

M. Isvolsky remarked that it was a fact that the Germans had received permission 
to establish a bank at Teheran, and that he believed that the German delegate would 
^arrive shortly in the Persian capital. 

I have, to, 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 349. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 

E.O. 371/169. 

(No. 647.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. September 24, 1906. 

Sir, ^ E. October 1, 1906. 

M. Isvolsky informed me yesterday that he had spoken with the Minister of 
Finance with respect to the sphere of interest which we required to the eastward of the 
line from Birjand to Bunder Abbas, and that His Excellency was in agreement with 
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him that our proposal was a perfectly acceptable one. He wished me to imdei stand 
that he was speaking to me unofficially, and that what he expressed was merely the 
personal views of the Minister of Finance and himself. Both he and hxs colleague 
were of opinion that the main object of any arrangement to [sic] which the t\yo 
Governments might arrive was to avoid any possibility of future collisions, and that in 
tracing spheres of influence this object should be kept in view. The sphere of influence 
which he was desirous to see adopted by the Russian Government would consequently 
be in the north of Persia, removed at some distance from the British sphere, and 
leaving the whole of the rest of Persia open to general enterprize.^ With tins view the 
Minister of Finance quite agreed, so that there were two of them in the Cabinet ready 
to support what he considered to be a fair and reasonable arrangement. At the same 
time he must warn me that the General Staff -might have different views, and that it 
might be considered that the proposed British sphere of interest might be not only of 
commercial but also of political and strategical importance. ITe further wished to tell 
ma franMy tlia^t it was pi’obabls that whsn tbs sphsrss had baon finally allottadj ths 
Russian Government might find it desirable to construct railways in their zone, and 
for that purpose they would have to apply for neutral foreign capital. The recent war 
and the construction of the Siberian Railway had greatly diminished the funds which 
were available in Russia for such undertakings. They would seek for such capital in 
Belgium or ITolland, but not in France : as they wished to apply to countries who were 
absolutely neutral in Persian affairs. 

1 thanked M. Isvolsky for the information which he had f^ven me, and said that 
I trusted that he and the Minister of Finance would be able to overcome any objections 
which might be raised to the respective spheres of interest which he had indicated. 
It might be perfectly true that our proposed sphere was of political and strategical 
importance, but it should be remembered that the Russian sphere, as indicated by him, 
had also the same characteristics, and I must tell him with equal frankness that my 
Government considered that it was of primordial importance that our sphere of interest 
should be such as I had stated, 

I added that it seemed to me that the discussions over these points would take 
some little time, but that I desired to see them terminated without undue delay. In 
the meantime I thought that it was desirable that we should arrange as to the twO' 
telegraph lines from Teheran to Meshed and from Meshed to Seistan. I had recently 
made him a very fair offer of an exchange, and information which had subsequently 
reached me rendered it, to my mind, advisable that we should deal with this question 
apart from the general arrangement. M. Isvolsky said that he really thought that the 
question of the two telegraph lines could be treated much more conveniently and 
naturally in connection with the whole arrangement, and that they were not such 
important matters, or of such urgency, as to demand separate and immediate 
consideration. He said, further, that there was also the question of Afghanistan to be 
considered, which stood in close relations with that of Persia. I said that I was well 
aware of this, and that I had received instructions to speak to him on this subject 
when the proper moment arrived. 

M. Isvolsky said that the Emperor would probably not return to Peterhof till 
towards the end of this week ; and that he must speak with Hie Majesty fully on the 
questions which he had mentioned to me. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 
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No. 350. 

Sir Edward Grey to King Edirard. 

Private. (^) Fallodon, September 24, 1906. 

Sir Edward Grey presents hie humble duty to the King, and has had the honour to 
receive Your Majesty’s telegram of the 22nd through Colonel Davidson. 

It does not seem that the Eussian Go'Vernment is likely to make any definitive 
proposals respecting the Peraian Gulf, and Sir Arthur Nicolson was originally instructed 
to refer home before committing H[is] M[ajeety’e] Government to anything definitive 
on this point. Though, therefore, &r Edward Grey is personally of opinion that access 
in some form to the inside of the Persian Gulf must eventually be a part of any 
agreement with Eussia respecting Persia, the question of how this should be arranged 
is likely to remain in abeyance for the present. 

On the other hand, it does seem to Sir Edward Grey to be urgent, in view of the 
present unrest in Persia, that there should be some understanding with Eussia on the 
subject of Seistan and the part of Persia east of the line from Birgand to Bunder Abbas. 
The trouble, which has already arisen and about which the Indian Government has 
shown much concern, with regard to the Meshed-Seistan telegraph, is an instance of 
this.(*) It can be avoided only in two ways: — 1. By something equivalent to an 
occupation or Protectorate of Seistan and the south of Persia, or 2. By diplomatic 
arrangement. Of these alternatives the former would entail heavy expense and the 
constant burden of defending a new land frontier, and the second appears to Sir Edwaru 
Grey to be preferable. But in return for a diplomatic arrangement guaranteeing to us 
freedom from interference within this Seistan triangle, it would be necessary to give 
Eussia an equal guarantee as regards some part of the North and West of Persia : 
and eventually, as part of any lasting arrangement, Eussia must in some form share 
at any rate in commercial access to the Persian Gulf. If the mouth of the Gulf is 
retained in the British sphere of interest, such an arrangement could hardly be regarded 
as a serious menace to the security of India by sea, and meanwhile if Eussia ceased 
to push her influence by telegraphs, roads, and other means in the Seistan triangle 
the security of India from any menace on land would be complete. 

Sir Edward Grey proposes, therefore, if negotiations proceed, to ask frorri the 
Eussian Government an agreement on their part to withdraw all influence whatever 
from the Seietan triangle as defined by the line from Birgand to Bunder Abbas, and to 
agree in return to recognize a similar sphere of interest for Eussia in the North and 
West part of Persia, reserving the centre as common ground for commercial enterprise. 
If Eussia raises the question of access to the Persian Gulf, Sir Edward Grey considers 
that this should not be negatived in principle, but become the subject of discussion. 

The desire of the Indian Government, as contained in the telegram from the 
Viceroy of India, is to secure for ourselves a line from North of Birgand to Khanikin. 
Such a line could not, Sir Edward Grey feels sure, be obtained by diplomacy, and if it 
were to be adopted as the object of British ;^liey, it would have to be secured by 
independent action and eventually by occupation of the whole of Southern Persia, a 
very serious addition to Imperial responsibilities. 

(1) [Grey MSS., Vol. 64.] ’ 

(^) [v. Bupra, pp. B85-6, Ho. 335J 
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No. 851. 

Sir Edicard (Jrcy to Eir F. Lasccllen. 

P.O. 371/114. 

(No. 265.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 25, 1906. 

The German ChargS d’ Affaires called on the 18th instant, and drew attention 
to a statement in the “ Times ” to the effect that a German Bank is to be establisheil 
in Tehran. He said that, in order to avoid the possibility of any miRunderstanding, 
he had been instructed to state the following facts : — 

The Persian Government had recently offered a concession for a German bank 
in Tehran, and although nothing had so far been decided it was proposed to accept 
this concession, since German merchants wished to have such a Bank through which 
they could transact their commercial business. M. Tchirsky however, wished it to 
be understood that the acceptance of this suggestion indicated no change in German 
policy as regards Persia, where Germany had no political interests and only wished 
to develop her trade. 

Sir C. Hardinge, who in my absence received Baron Stumm, asked if the 
concession was for a State Bank and said that if this wore so it would be an 
infringement of the charter of the Bank of Persia, which had the monopoly of 
Government business and in which British capital was largely interested. He replied 
that he believed it to be a purely commercial bank like any ordinary blnglish or 
foreign bank in London. 

Sir C. Hardinge informed Baron Stumm that at Cronberg, M. Tchirsky had 
repeated to him more than once that Germany had no political interests wliatever 
in Persia, her interests being purely commercial, and that he took note of the 
repetition of this statement, which he would not fail to report to me. 

Sir G. Hardinge then said that a report had been current to the effect that 
Gi'rman financiers were offering a loan to Persia and asked if this were bo,(*) Baron 
Stumm replied that he had heard nothing of such a report and did not believe it to 
be true. Sir C. Hardinge added that the Persian Government had applied to us 
and to the Eussians for a loan, and that the question of each country offering to 
advance a small sum was under consideration, but that if a German loan should 
be also in prospect there would necessarily be a conflict on the subject of the security 
to be offered, since the Customs receipts were the only sec.urity worth having in 
Persia, and the Northern Customs had already boon hypofhecatod as security for a 
Eusian loan and the Southern Customs for an blnglish loan. Baron Stumm repeated 
his assertion that he had heard nothing of this rumour and disbelieved it.{*1 

[I am, &c. 

E. OBEY.] 

f'l [ep. ntprn, p, iiH2, N*.. 820. imd p. .801, No. 845.] 
fcp. infra, p. 401, No. 868. "] 


No. 852. 

Sir A. NicoUon to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/169, 

(No. 662.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. September 29, 1906. 

Sir, E. October 15, 1906. 

I called on M. Isvolsky this morning, and enquired of him, in the first place, 
whether he could give me a reply to the proposal which I had made that all details 
as to the mode in which the proceeds of the first moiety of the advance to the 
Persian Government should be applied, (*) should be settled by the two Kepresentatives 


(1) [op. tupra, p. 898, No. 848.] 
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at Teheran, His Excellency said that he was consulting with the Minister of Finance 
on the subject, and that he would let me have a reply very shortly. 

I then said that I wished to inform him that His Majesty’s Government 
considered that it was desirable that the Eussian Government should recognize at 
once a line from Birjand to Bunder Abbas as the western limit of a British sphere 
of influence. I pointed out that in co-operating with Eussia in a joint advance to 
Persia, we desired to obtain a general settlement of the relations between Eussia 
and Great Britain in that country, and that we should much prefer if the acceptance 
of our line should be adopted as a starting-point for common action. 

M. Isvolsky said that he must repeat to me what he had stated on a former 
occasion that the question of spheres of influence should, in his opinion, not be 
associated with that of a simple advance. He dwelt at some length on the 
importance of spheres of influence, and the grave questions to which they gave rise, 
and that they were not matters which could be decided off-hand. He wished to 
understand clearly what I had said, and so he would ask me the direct question 
whether my Government wished to make their cooperation with Eussia in an advance 
to the Persian Government conditional on the acceptance of the line from Birjand 
to Bunder Abbas. I replied that I would tell him frankly that my Government did 
formulate that condition, in any case with respect to the second moiety of the 
advance. His Excellency observed that in these circumstances he must explain to 
me fully and frankly how matters stood. 

He had come to me, I would remember, as soon as he had received news from 
Terehan that the Persian Government were in urgent need of funds, and had given 
me full particulars as to the requests which had been made to the Eussian Legation. 
He had done so in a loyal desire to act in harmony with the spirit of the tacit 
agreement which had been made between Count Larasdorff and Sir 0. Spring Eice,(*) 
and also with the view of taking the first step towards common action in Persia 
which, he trusted, would lead later to a mutual agreement. It was then decided 
that the advance or at any rate, a portion of the advance, should be made conjointly. 
I had later communicated to him the desire of my Government to obtain as part 
of the guarantees for their portion of the advance a certain sphere to be under 
exclusive British influence. He had, at the same time, expressed to me his objections 
to associating so large a question as spheres of influence with so relatively small a 
matter as an advance. (®) He had told me frankly his own personal views as to the 
Une in question, which were of a favourable nature, but he had requested me to 
take them as simply hie own personal views and not those of the Eussian 
Government. He had hoped that the above considerations which I had doubtless 
communicated to my Government, would have shown that it was desirable not to 
make the larger question dependent on the lesser. I had, however, returned to the 
charge, and if my Government still maintained their standpoint the treatment of 
the negotiations would be rendered exceedingly difficult. He wished to be perfectly 
frank and loyal with me and he would speak without reserve. The question of 
spheres of influence in Persia was not a matter to be settled off-hand at twenty-four 
hours notice. It was an extremely delicate question requiring much thought and 
consideration. The sphere I had mentioned was a most important one, involving 
great political and strategical considerations, and though he was personally in 
favour of it, he would have to fight hard to procure its acceptance by others. That 
was one point to be taken into consideration. There were other points also which 
could not be left out of account. 

We were engaged in negotiations of a very far reaching character, involving 
complex questions interdependent and connected with one another. They treated 
of matters which had engaged both countries for many years, and which had on 
more than one occasion brought the two countries into difficult crises. We both 

(®) [cp, swpra, pp. 378-9, No. 323, and end.] 

(^) [op. supra, p. 392, No, 347, note.] 
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desired, if possible, to lay down the bases of an arrangement which would preclude 
all danger in the future of possible collisions and rivalry; and we also both wished 
to settle our mutual relations in regard to Thibet, Afghanistan and .Persia, in such 
a manner, as would enable us to live in mutual aunty and peiu-c. 1 had explained 
to him at the outset of the negotiations that 1 did not wish for three separate 
conventions, but for one convention covcruig all the three great questions, and in 
fact that we both should follow tlio same procedure as had been adopted in the 
negotiations loading to the Anglo-Prench agreement. lie thought that this was a 
good method of procedure, as one country could make concessions on one question, 
and the other country yield a little on another. This was in the proper spirit of a 
negotiation. But Plis Majesty’s Government now wished apparently to settle one 
part, and an important part, of one question before an agreement had been reached 
on other questions, and the reason which was given for this procedure was Imsed 
on what he could but consider insufficient grounds viz., a relatively small advance 
of a few million francs to Persia. 

He sincerely trusted that the negotiations would not be “rushed,” and that 
he should be allowed time to clear away the obstacles which lay in th(' path of a 
successful issue. If His Majesty’s Government continued to insist on the condition 
which I had mentioned as to the second moiety of^ the advance, the Eussian 
Government would have, if the exigencies of the Persian Treasury required it, to 
make that portion of the advance out of their own resources. It might be 
inconvenient, but they would be able to find the £200,000. He trusted that I would 
lay all these considerations before you, and see if you would not be disposed to 
reconsider your decision. 

I told M. Isvolsky that of course I would faithfully repeat to you all that he 
had said. At the same time I would wish to point out to him that the sphere which 
I had been authorized to propose might be strategically important, but only to^ us 
from a defensive point of view. Eussia would probably, as I had understood him, 
seek for a similar zone somewhere in the north, which also would possibly itave 
strategical importance. But our views, as his, were to make for peace and so to 
arrange matters as would separate and remove all chances of collision. T understood 
that our respective zones were not to be contiguous ; it was bettor to my mind that 
they should not be; and I thought that a recognition of our line would not have 
all the consequences which he had foreshadowed. Still I said that I had perfect 
confidence in his loyalty, and I did not wish to undervalue the considerations he had 
put forth. Although I considered and I did not doubt that 1 reflected your opinion, 
that the treatment of the three large questions, Thibet, Afghanistan and Persia, 
must be taken as a whole, it would be necessai^ to arrive at a clear understanding 
on each question before drawing up the final convention. We had practically done 
so on Thibet, and we could equally do so as to Persia, I did not doubt that his task 
would be a difficult one, but at the same time protracted delay was undesirable as 
third parties had, as he said, watchful eyes, and might intervene. 

I had intercalated in our conversation the question of the Meshed-Seistan line, 
but for sake of lucidity I reserve this for another despatch. 

My own impression is that M. Isvolsky is perfectly sincere, and that he in no 
wise is raising unnecessary or imaginary difficulties. I am afraid that if we continue 
to insist on a preliminary and immediate recognition of the Birjand-Bunder-Abbas 
line, we may frighten him off the whole question. Underlying much of what he 
said to me is I think, a suspicion that we may be trying to take advantage of the 
financial and intemal difficulties of Eussia to force her hand. It is for the ultimate 
success of our negotiations desirable to remove this suspicion, and, if I may venture 
to say so, I think it would be prudent to take the advance to Persia as a flrat step 
towards joint action, without insisting on other conditions which M. Isvolsky may 
at pr^ent feel it impossible to accord. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 
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MINUTES. 

The Bussians always move slowly and do not like being “ rushed.” 

C. H. 

But they sometimes like “ rushing ” e.g. the Seistan telegraph. If M. Isvolsky would put 
til at right I should have no fault to find with his attitude. 

E. G. 


No. 353. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/110. 

(No. 663.) St. Petersburgh, D. September 29, 1906. 

Sir, E. October 15, 1906. 

I told M. Isvolsky this morning that I ■wished, to speak to him seriously on a 
question, which, I feared, unless promptly settled might become a troublesome one. 
1 alluded I said, to the Meshed-Seistan line(^) ; and I observed that since I had last 
spoken to him on the subject, further steps had been taken and that now the Seistan 
end of the line had been brought into the Eussian office at Nasretabad which was a 
separate room, whence connection was led into the Persian office. This therefore 
gave control over that end of the line as well as over the terminal line at Meshed to 
the Eussian authorities. This was a condition of affairs which was extremely 
unfortunate. I said that I had proposed to him a very fair and reasonable compromise, 
to be effected by an exchange of our supervision over the Teheran-Meshed line for the 
Eussian control over the Meshed Seistan line. The Teheran-Meshed line might be of 
use to the Eussian authorities, while the other line was of little value to them, and 
as matters at present stood, there would be constant causes for trouble and incon- 
venience. I was, therefore, instructed to repeat my above mentioned proposal and 
to express the hope that it would be immediately carried into effect, and before we 
discussed further the question of making a joint payment of the second moiety of the 
advance to the Persian Government. 

M. Isvolsky repeated to me the arguments which he had used on the former 
occasion, and said that he would be prepared to study my proposal, but he feared that 
the transfer of the two lines would make a noise (“retentissement”) throughout 
Persia, and awake the curiosity of other parties. Was it wise for us, he asked, to 
disclose prematurely to the watchful eyes of third parties any portion of our cards? 
Shoidd we before we had advanced very far in our general negotiations afford to 
others an insight into the aims of our discussions? He thought we should be very 
otreful in this respect. I said that I did not see why more “ retentissement " should 
he caused by the step I had suggested than by the fact of our making a joint advance. 
His Excellency observed that the Persian Government might be alarmed at so 
striking an e'vidence of our cooperation, and I replied that I did not think that this 
would be a disadvantage. M. Isvolsky said that it might induce the Persian Govern- 
ment to turn to a third party ; but with this view I did not agree, or attribute great 
importance to it. His Excellency said that Germany had no political interests in 
Persia, and was unable to make her presence felt there in the way that Eussia and 
England could ; and in these circumstances Persia might regard her as an disinterested 
friend to whom she could apply for ad'vice and assistance. He did not ■wish to hasten 
this possible intimacy before our general arrangement was concluded. I maintained 
that it was of importance that all causes of friction between us should be removed, 
and I foresaw possibilities in the near future of trouble and annoyance if the Eussian 


(') [op. supra, pp. 885-6, No. 936, and note.] 
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authorities retained their hold over the Seistan line. His Excellency said he would 
examine the question, though he confessed he did not see the urgent importance 
of it. 


MINUTE. 


I have, &c. 

A. NICOLBON. 


Of course M, Isvolsky does not feel the urgency of it because it is the Indian Gov[6rnmen]t 
and not his own that has been annoyed by the change. 

The fact is that the military and some of the official party in Russia are opposed to the 
suggested agreement about Persia; on our side the Indian Gov[ernmen]t is equally opposed 
to it. But our country not being in a state of revolution and our Government being properly 
organized we can overrule the opposition on our side : M. Isvolsky cannot tackle the opposition 
on his; hence the difficulty of the situation. 

E. G. 


No. 854. 

Sir A. Nicolaon to Sir Edward Orey. 

F.O. 371/169. 

(No. 664.) St. Petershurgh, D. SepUnnhvr ’ii), 15106. 

Sir, E. October 15, 1906. 

I mentioned to M. Isvolsky that I thought that it would be most desirable, and 
I was also repeating the opinion of my Government, that during our negotiations a 
truce should be declared in regard to the rivalry of our respective agents in the 
Persian provinees. I said that it was natural that those in the distant districts of 
Persia who had inherited the traditions of rivalry should continue the course which 
their predecessors had followed, but I trusted that he would issue instructions, which 
would lead his officials to lay down their arms. 

M. Isvolsky said that he entirely agreed with the above views, and that he had 
already issued instructions to that effect, hut that he would repeat them in a positive 
form. He added that he had already removed from the Russian Legation an official 
whose influence he considered was injurious, 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLBON. 


No. !155, 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir (E Spring-Rice.C) 

P.O. 871/169. 

(No. 144.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 1 , 1906. 

The Persian Minister asked me to-day, by instruction from his Government, 
whether it was true that an Agreement had been come to between ourselves and the 
Russian Government on Asiatic Questions, and containing a clause respecting Persia. 

I said that no such Agreement had been come to. 

In reply to further questions as to whether such an Agreement was imminent or 
was under discussion, I said that owing to the present state of Persia we did discuss 
matters with the Russian Government concerning telegraphs, loans, and other 
emergencies. It was inevitable that we should do so, in order to prevent differences 
from arising between us. But we had not discussed anything which in wiy way 
would prejudice the independence or the integrity of Persia. 

I am, &o. 

EDWARD Gipi. 

(‘) [Also to Sir A. Nioolson, No. 447, October 8, t906.] 



401 

No. 356. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Lascelles. 

F.O. 371/114. 

(No. 271.) 

Sir, Foreign Ojfice, October 2, 1906. 

With reference to my despatch No. 265 of the 25th ult[imo],(^) I have to inform 
Y[our] E[xeellency] that the German Charg6 d’ Affaires called on the 24th ult[imo] 
and, under instructions from his Gov[ernmen]t, informed Sir C. Hardinge, who in 
my absence received him, that owing to the lack of interest shown in the proposal by 
German financiers, it was not unlikely that the project of a German bank in Tehran 
would never be realised, but that in any case, if it should be realised, it would be a 
purely private bank, and in no sense a State bank. 

With reference to Sir C. Hardinge’ s enquiry as to a rumoured German loan to 
Persia, he was instructed to say that the German Gov[ernmen]t had no knowledge of 
any such proposal being discussed in German private financial circles, and that they 
themselves would refrain from entering into any question of a loan to Persia. 

Sir C. Hardinge took notes of Baron Stumm’e statement, which he read to him, 
thanking him for the communication which he had been instructed to make. 

I am, (fee. 

EDWAEI) GEEY. 


('1 [v. swpra, p. 396, No. 351.] 


No. 357. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private./*) 

My dear Nicolson, _ October 3, 1906. 

I am not anxious to hurry matters about Persia now. We have shown enough 
of our hand to convince the Eussians that a fair agreement with us is a practicable 
policy. 

We may now wait for them to produce to us the proposals, which M. Isvolsky 
says he has prepared though he cannot disclose them yet. I am not inclined for a 
big joint loan to Persia after the present advance of £400,000; we cannot finance 
Persia for ever. And tihis advance to enable a new Shah to make a fair start might 
be a reasonable thing, but I do not like lending money to a country, which is going 
down-hill and getting deeper and deeper into debt. It means that some day we 

shall have to realize our securities by force and undertake new responsibilities (“) 

Tours sincerely, 

E. GEEY. 

(^) [Carnoolt MSS.] 

(•) [The remainder of this letter deals with other matters.] 


No. 868. 

Sir C. Syring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 871/170. 

(No. 267.) Tehran, D. October 7, 1906. 

Sir, October 29, 1906. 

I have the honour to report that on the 3rd instant I called on the Ala-es- 
Saltaneh, the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Hie Highness, who, as you are aware, has 
been for 15 years Persian Minister in London, received me with great cordiality. 
I submit a brief rdsumd of a long conversation. 

[16942] 2 n 



402 


His Highness said that he was most unwilling to leave London and that he had 
only yielded to the pressure exercised on him by the Shah and the Grand Vizier. The 
appointment was not pleasing to the Russians : but he had pointed out that the Grand 
Vizier’s son was Minister in St. Petersburg, and was regarded as a decided 
pro-Eussian: so that his supposed English sympathies would, if they existed, be 
counteracted. 

He expressed great anxiety as to the pourparlers said to be going on between 
England and Eussia. For years England had been the natural and necessary friend 
of Persia. Was she going to abandon her ancient ally to her new friendV 1 reminded 
him of the explicit assurances made both by Lord Lansdowno and yourself,(‘] to him 
personally, and asked him if, in view of these assurances, he could believe that 
England had changed her views as to the necessity of maintaining the integrity and 
independence of Persia. 

He said he had himself no doubts : hut there was undoubled’y a feeling of <ioubt 
in the air and especially in the Shah’s mind. It was feared that England, in order to 
arrive at a friendly arrangement with Eussia, might consent to a general surrender of 
her interest in Persia, or what would be even worse, would negotiate a partition of the 
empire, into so-called spheres of interest, which was a convenient term for a veiled 
protectorate. Was England contemplating a Persian agreement with Eussia on the 
model of the Moroccan agreement with France? If so IVrsia would seek her 
salvation elsewhere than in the advice of England, and would throw herself on 
Europe. Or was she contemplating a division of Persia, on the model of the African 
settlements? In that ease Persia would claim the right of a voice in deciding her own 
fate, and would appeal to the sympathies of the world at large. 

Another matter which had, deeply impressed the Shah was the apparent apathy 
of England and Eussia in the matter of the Frontier agreement with Turkey. So 
extreme had now become the violence of the Turkish attihide that it was plain that 
the Persian Government would be obliged to have recourse to arbitration. Tie himself 
would prefer that of Sir Nicholas O’Conor : he thought, however, that some independent 
sovereign would be appealed to, and I understand from other quarters, that the 
sovereign in view is the Emperor William. 

A third and most serious consideration was suggested by the joint loan of which 
he had recently been informed. Did it mean, as some said, that Russia had been 
obliged, owing to her financial necessities, to give up her former design (prosecuted up 
to the last moment, and defeated mainly owing to the opportune offer of certain 
Fjnglish capitalists) of obtaining extortionate terms for a large advance, and had been 
compelled to have recourse to England? And had England submitted to the Russian 
conditions, and consented to join hands with the Russian Government in coercing the 
Persian Government? He reminded me of the great objection of the Amin-es-Sultan 
to Lord Salisbury’s former proposal of a joint loan, on the ground that it would be 
the first step to a Joint protectorate, and said that it could not be wondered at if the 
news had aroused the gravest apprehensions. 

I reassured His Highness as well as I could, pointing out the unequivocal nature 
of your declarations, and my conviction that the first principle of English policy in 
Persia was the maintenance of her independence in the fullest sense of the word. 

I have. Ac. 

CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


(1) [V. sttpra, p. 877, No. 828.] 



403 


No. 359. 

■Sir C. Sfring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/170. 

(No. S258.) Tehran, D. October 7, 1906. 

Sir, E. October 29, 1906. 

1 called on the 5th instant on the Russian Minister who ie still in his country 
residence. He received me with the greatest cordiality. 

We discussed the situation in general terms. As you are aware, when in Russia, 
he was an advocate of the agreement with England, mainly on European grounds. 

I did not gather from his conversation that his views had changed; but he has 
undoubtedly, whatever are his intentions, found the traditions of his office, and the 
sympathies of his subordinates a considerable obstacle to carrying out the policy of 
conciliation which is so much to he desired. 

With regard to the joint loan he said he would immediately take the matter 
in hand. I am in consultation with Mr. Rabino of the Imperial Bank, and my 
colleague and I will draw up and submit a scheme for the reasonable control of 
e.xpenditure, on the lines ah’eady agreed on. The necessities of the Government are 
such that there will not be much difficulty in proving to our satisfaction, that the 
money demanded is really required. I will bear in mind the necessity of an accurate 
definition of our guarantee, in view of the doubts which have arisen with regard 
to the Gulf Ports. 1 tnret that no difficulty will arise in this connection : but if it 
does, I fear we shall have to insist on a satisfactory settlement. 

Monsieur Tlartwig spoke of the question of spheres of interest. He said that the 
great objection to this proposal was that if it came to be known to the Persians, it would 
infallibly throw them into the arms of Germany, while it would be an endless cause of 
difficulty between the Governments of England and Russia. The best course to take, 
in his opinion, was a specific Convention dealing with railways, telegraphs, &c. 
To this the Persian Government could not object, and it would leave no opening 
for disputes as to what was or was not an infraction of this shadowy expression 
“ influence.” 

I told him that I had despatched the telegram, copy of which I enclose, (*) to Hie 
Majesty’s Consular officers in Persia, recommending them to adopt a conciliatory 
attitude towards their Russian colleagues, and he said he would send similar 
instructions. The cordial co-operation between our Consular officers, was, he said, 
especially necessary at Tabriz, where the Valiahd’s attitude was of so much importance. 

We did not enter specifically into any of the questions now pending between our 
Governments hi this country. We parted on the most friendly terms and with mutual 
assurances of the desire to facilitate the task of our Governments by the personal 
relations of ourselves and of our respective subordinates. 

I have, &c. 

CECIL SPRING-RICE. 

(*) [Not reproduced.] 


’ No. 860. 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

E\0. 371/170. 

(No. 264.) Tehran, D. October 11, 1906. 

gii-^ R. October 29, 1906. 

’ It is, of course, too early for me to give any opinion on the general situation. 
I venture, however, to submit the following observations. 

■^atever be the immediate practical effect of the new popular institution, there 
appears to be little doubt that it is the outward sign of a considerable change through 

[16942] 2 D 2 
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which Persia is passing. From all I hear 1 gather that the spirit of patriotism has 
come to life and may bo come to stay. This is the natural result of tho educational 
work of the Babis, the Pan-lBlamic movement, and the feeling of personal dignity 
which has been revived in tho Asiatic mind by the buccosbob of Japan. Whatever may 
be the strength and practical value of the movement, 1 venture to submit that it should 
not be lost sight of. 

Prom this point of view it w’ould appear that in any nogotiationB with regard to 
thi.s country which we carry on with Ruesia, we should put on record, as the firat and 
principal point of our policy, our traditional desire to obtain, in a definite and final 
shape, the formal recognition of tho principle of PerHian integrity and independence, 
and the maintenance throughout Persia of equal opportunity for the commerce of all 
nations. I submit that our hands would be greatly strengthened in dealing with this 
Government should we bo able to point to indisputable evidence tliat this was our 
first and foremost demand, in negotiating with Russia for the final settlement of our 
differences. 

Should we desire to effect a S('ttIoraent of those differences by a mutual agreement 
to restrict our diplomatic activities to eertfiin ro,Bpec,tiv(' portions of the Persian Plmpire, 
I submit that such an agreement should be of a specific and definite charatiter. relative 
to the prosecution under English and IluBsian influence respectively of certain 
industrial enterpriswi. the definition of the measuroB against the infiltration of plague 
and other details of a comtnt'reinl or administrative charach r, but that all proposale. 
liable to be misinterpreted as a demand for exclusive territorial control should be 
sedulously avoided. 

I fear that an English proposal, of a territorial character, would be a valuable 
instrument in the hands of any one anxious to prove to the Persian people that the 
policy of Great Britain, which has so long and so ably striven to maintain the principle 
cf Persian integrity and independence, had now changed : and that wo were striving 
to buy off the hostility of Russia by surrendering to her exclusive control over the 
greater part of Persia, on condition that we were permitted to hold as our exclusive 
possession that small remaining portion which we considered necessary for the defenc .0 
of our Indian possessions. 

I have, dtc. 

CEGIL SPRTNG.RTOE, 


No. 861. 

S'ir C. Springr-Rice to Sir Kdward Oreij. 

Private. (‘) 

My dear Grey, Tehran, Octobe r 12, 1906. 

.... I have had mray conversations with Mullahs Ministers and private 
individuals. I gather that it is generally believed that we encouraged the congress 
movement in order to dish the Russians and that we have been successful. Of course 
I have stated over and over again that we had no such intention — ^that the Persians 
owe their liberties to themselves and not to us — that if the popular party lean on 
one foreign nation the reactionaries will lean on another; and that Peman 
independence will inevitably suffer from the consequences of foreign interferenoe. 
One prominent preacher appeared to understand the danger and I think I convinced 
him that the best _ wurse our Legation could follow was to abstain from all 
interference on oomEtion, and on the underatanding that Russia also would abstain, 
pie general impression left by my remarks I gather to be a disappointment. People 
here cannot conceive of England as bsir^ anything else but opposed 'to Russia and 

(‘) [Owy MSS., Vol. SI.] 
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they believe that if we make an agreement with Eussia about Persian affairs it will 
be of the nature of a bargain : England ceding part of Persia to Eussia in exchange 
for another part : or England ceding the whole of Persia in exchange for a 
consideration elsewhere. They cannot conceive the two countries giving up their 
secular rivalry and agreeing to live together amicably. This is why I think it would 
be desirable to have it on record, to produce if necessary, that our first step in 
making the negotiations was to ask for a formal confirmation of the old assurances 
as to the independence and integrity of Persia. 

I have instructed consuls to adopt a friendly attitude to their Eussian colleagues 
and have given Hartwig a copy of the telegram. He telle me he has done the 
same. I regret to say that the accounts which reach me do not show any evidence 
of a change for the better and Hartwig’s long silence about the loan is significant. 
The Persians very strongly object to a joint loan and so do the Eussians. Grube, 
our chief enemy, is now in St. Petersburg and he_ always openly maintained that 
he was opposed to an understanding with us in Persia. He is clever and convincing 
and very probably has seen the Emperor. At least this is what I have been told 
here . . . .(*) 

Yours sincerely, 


CBCHL SPEING-EICE. 




(^) [The omitted parts of this long letter describe the general situation in Persia.] 


No. 362. 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey, 

Tehran, October 13, 1906. 

P.O. 871/169. 

Tel. (No. 282.) ... , . 

In conversation with Eussian Minister we agreed that it would be to tne ]oint 
advantage of both countries here if some public statement were made to the effect 
that first object of our negotiations was to strengthen and confirm the principle of 
independence and integrity of Persia which we had both always advocated. 

I have made cornmnnication to Minister for !F[oreign] A [flairs] in the sense 
•of your telegram No. 172. (*) 


(1) [This is the same in substance as despatch No. 144, v. supra, p. 400, No. 365.] 


No. 868. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Orey. 

F 0 871/170 

■(No." 694.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. October 15, 1906. 

E. October 29, 1906. 

* The French Minister, M. Boutiron, euqnired of me the day before yesterday 
whether my discussions with M. Isvolsky were making any progress. I told him, 
in confidence, that the two Governments would shortly make a small advance in 
common to relieve the most pressing necessities of the Persian Govemruent and 
that M. Isvolslnr and myself were stiU engaged in diseuasing the broad outlines of a 
future agreement. I did not go into any details with M. Bontiron, nor give him 
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any indication of the points which were at present under treatment, but I said that 
1 anticipated that, later on, the military party would place considerable difficulties in 
the way of a satisfactory arrangement. I added that 1 was sure that' Isvolsky 
would do his best to overcome any such difficulties, but that I was unaware whether 
his influence and position were sufficiently strong to enable him to meet with success. 

lit' any case, I expected that the negotiations would ‘be protracted C) 

M. Boutiron went on to say that M. Ilartwig had been imbutjd with the old 
traditions prevalent at the Ministry here, and that his views on the Persian question 
were probably divergent from those hold by his Chief, and that possibly with his 
greater knowledge of the details of the questions, ho might exercise an influence 
on Monsieur Isvolsky which would hamper a smooth course of the negotiations. lie 
asked me if I had observed any “German tendencies” on the part of M. Isvolsky. 
I replied that, hitherto, T hnd not, but it would bo foolish to imagine that Germany 
would view with complete satisfaction the conclusion of a durable understanding 
between England and Eusaia. 

M. Boutiron said that, before returning to St. Petersburg, M. Tsvolsky would 
pay a visit to Paris, where he would see the President and Monsieur Bourgeois and 
that he would naturally make a halt at Berlin where probably ho would have an 
audience of the Emperor, to whom he was a fenona gratinsima, and also see 
Prince Bulow. I remarked that it would he of interest to observe what impression 
these visits would leave on the mind of M. tsvolsky when he returned here. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLRON. 


MINUTE. 

M. Hartwig’R views on the Persian questinn are saUl to difior widely from those of M. f»volak\. 
This may explain thi' divergent information we reoeivi' from St. Petersburg and Ti'heran. 

E. aiOHSTl. 

C. H. 

K. a. 

(') [The omitted paragraph refers further to the Freneh Minister at Tehran, Imt gives no 
new information.] 


No. 864. 

Sir A. A’icolson to Sir Edward Greg. 

F.O. 871/170. 

(No. 701.) St. Petersburgh, D. October 19, liKKi- 

Sir, E. October 29, 1906. 

I enquired of M. Goubastoff this afternoon whether he had received from the 
Eussian Minister at Teheran any suggestion that some statement should be published 
to the effect that the object of our negotiations with regard to Persia was chiefly to 
strengthen the independence and inte^ity of that country. His Excellency replied 
&at he had received no information in regard to such a proposal, and seemed a 
little puzzled as to the drift of my enquiry. I explained to him what had been 
reported by Sir C. Spring Eice as the result of a conversation which he had held 
with M. Hartwig on the subject, (*) and I thought that the latter might have mentioned 
the matter to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

I said that my Government had made no comments on the communication from 
His Majesty’s Minister, so that I was unaware what were your views, but apart 
from local considerations to ^hioh undoubtedly weight should be given, it seemed 


(^) mpra, p. 405, No.* 862.] 
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to pie as a matter of personal opinion, that the less public reference that was made 
to our negotiations the better it would be. I understood that both His Majesty’s 
Government and the Eussian Government had given assurances in the sense desired 
to the Persian Government, and I thought that there the matter might be allowed 
to rest. At the present stage of our negotiations it was, to my mind, undesirable 
to draw public attention to them; but I should be glad to hear his views on the 
question. 

M. Goiibastofi said that he agreed with me that as little publicity as possible 
should be given to our negotiations, though if the Persian Government desired to 
reassure the public they might be permitted to make the statement, in the manner 
they considered to be the most appropriate. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 365. 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

Tehran, October 23, 1906. 

P.O. 371/170. D. 3 P.M. 

Tel (No. 300.) E. 7-45 p.ic. 

Your telegram No. 187 and Sir A. Nicolson’s No. 270.(’-) 

I have shown translation of your despatch No. 144(“) to Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
who said he would at once show it to Shah, who had been assured by the Eussian 
Legation that Eussia was defending the principle of Persian integrity against 
proposals of His Majesty’s Government. This probably refers to our proposal for a 
“sphere of influence.’’ 

The Shah’s surroundings are all anti-English, and a frank and open statement is 
the best corrective. 

{') [Tel. No. 270 from Sir A. Nioolson of October 19, 1006, reports a conversation with the 
Bussian Assistant Minister for Foreign Afialrs with reference to the desirability of a public 
statement being made in Persia as to the Anglo-Russian negotiations. Sir A. Nicolson had said 
he thought at wat stage “ the less said publicly, the better. ’’ In Tel. No. 412 to Sir A. Nicolson 
(repeated as No. 187 to Sir G. Spring-Rice) Sir B. Grey approved the language, adding “but as 
so much has appeared in the Press I shall be asked questions in Parliament and shall have to 
refer to the integrity of Persia as being one object of the joint advance.”] 

(®) [e. supra., p. 400, No. 366.] 


No. 866. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 871/170. Foreign Office, October 31, 1906. 

Tel. (No. 431.) D. 4 5 p.m. 

It is desirable that M. Isvolsky should feel that we expect to make progress with 
Persian negotiations after hie return from Berlin. It will be well to make our line 
include Kerman if possible. It would be better to avoid use of the term spheres of 
influence. The first point should be agreement between ourselves and Eussia that 
neither of us will seek or maintain influence in the districts, which border upon the 
territory of the other. These districts we will define with each other. We can then 
get from the Persian 6ov[emmen]t an assurance not to allow either district to be 
disturbed by admitting another Power to interests in it. 
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No. 3G7. 

Sir A. Mcolson to Sir Edward (Jrei/.(') 

F.O. 371/170. 

(No. 735.) St. Pctcrshuryh, l>. Eoveinbcr 1, 1300. 

Sir, . B. November 1‘2. li(00. 

1 called on M. Isvolsky yceterday afternoon, and stated to liim that now that 
he had returned to St. Petersburg 1 trusted that our negotiations would proceed with 
reasonable despatch. 1 told His Kxcollency that the details of an irainodiate advance of 
money to the Persian Government were practically settled, and that wo wore now at 
liberty to deal with the wider question of our future relations in Persia. During his 
absence from St. Petersburg 1 had been in communication with you on the sufgect, and 
that you wore of opinion that progress should be made in the discussions. It seemed to 
me that there were no serious obslaclos in the way of a fairly speedy settlement, and, 
indeed, owing to certain indiscretions which had given the public press occasion to 
comment on our negotiations it was desirable that we should come to terms with as 
little delay as possible. 

if. Isvolsky replied that lie nood not repeat to mo that ho was sincerely desirous 
of arriving at a final arrangement, but that ho must be allowed time to overcome the 
opposition which existed in certain (juarters not perhaps so ranch against the principle 
of a friendly understanding with Groat Britain, as against the liasis on which we 
proposed to found an agreement. lie was porsonally quite in accord with our views 
(je suis parfaitement dans votro ordro (I’idooB), but tlie proposal to delimit spheres of 
influence was by several important authorities regarded with much hesitation and 
doubt. For instance the general slatT, with whom he had not yet discussed the matter 
seriously, were, he gathered, indisposed to abandon Seistan absolutely to our influence 
and control. To the Military mind those districts were of great strategical importance, 
and might in the future be of great value. He would then have to be armed with 
strong argnmonts to overcome their opposition, and to remove (heir objections, and he 
would have to bo able to prove to the military Authorities that compensatoiy 
advantages would be acquired elsewhere. Then again there was a great mass of 
public opinion to bo converted and be brought over to the now direction which would 
be given to Kussian Foreign Policy. In view of these considerations it was evident 
that some lime must ('lapse b('fore we could approach (he emd of our negotiations, 

I told_M. rsvolsky that tlu- military mind only saw one side of the question, and 
that opposition (o an arrangement from mililary quarters was to be expected perhaps 
not oxc.luBivoly in Itussia. lie should not imagine that there was a consensus of 
opinion among all the Authorities who had been consulted on our side; but ttie 
responsible directors of the negotiations did not give undue weight to the Military 
point of view. 

I intend to go into this portion of the question more fully on another occasion, 
as I wished yesterday to lead the conversation on to other grounds. In connection 
with the Military point of view, I would beg leave to call your attention to the enclosed 
letter from Colonel Napier whom I had desired to sound the Chief of the General 
Staff on the subject of an Anglo-Eussian understanding. 

^ I further told M, Isvolsky that so far as I was able to ascertain, public opinion 
m Eussia was. generally speaking, in favour of an arrangement with Great Britain, 
and journals eo wide ajmrt in politics as the " Novoe Vremya ” and the “ Oko ” were 
singing pseans in praise of an agreement. 

His Excellencsy said that it 'seas possible that a portion of the pr^s were w^l 
disposed, bvxt he cited one or two papers who were oppwed to an abandonment of the 
secular policy of Eussia. There was, he added, tmoth«r point which somewhat 
pe^lexed him. He presumed that our Convention, when signed, would be published, 
and he was puzzled how a preamble would be competed whdeh would satisfy the 

(») [Summariaea in Tel. No. ^ ri November 8, 1»06.] 
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Persian Government and other Countries that we were not proceeding to a division of 
Persia, and were not departing from the principle of the “ open door.” 

1 observed to M. Isvolsky that 1 did not consider that the drafting of a suitable 
preamble would be a matter of great difBiculty. We could place at the beginning a 
phrase testifying our mutual desire to maintain the integrity and independence of 
Persia, and we could then proceed to mention that in view of our respective 
geographical frontiers marching with those of Persia, it was desirable, in the interests 
of peace and good order, that neither Great Britain nor Eussia should seek or maintain 
influence in tlie districts which bordered on the frontier of the other. We could 
define those districts in the course of our negotiations. We had indeed already 
specified the districts which we considered essential to the security of our frontiers, 
and I understood from him that what I might term the Eussian district would lie in 
the North of Persia. The two districts would, I trusted, not be contiguous, but that 
there would be an intervening space between them. To my mind that was a most 
desirable condition. We could then obtain from the Persian Government an engage- 
ment not to allow either district to be disturbed by admitting another Power to 
interests in it. No Power could possibly take exception to such an arrangement, as 
our rights to secure our frontiers from disturbances or interference were incontestable. 
It would, T said, be well not to mention ‘‘spheres of influence or interest.” I had 
not, 1 added, a ready drawn formula to submit to him, but what I mentioned was the 
general outline, and I knew that it was in accordance with your views. 

M. Isvolsky remarked that as we wished to exclude the grant of concessions 
to other Powers in our districts, some of the latter, Germany for instance, might 
contend that we were not upholding the principle of the ‘‘ open door.” 

I replied that I could not agree with that view. It was quite true that we 
should not admit that other Powers should seek for concessions in our district, and 
he knew well that concessions for railways and other enterprises in countries such 
as Persia carried more with them than appeared on the surface. But I did not think 
that it was desired to shut the door to legitimate commerce, and in any case 
throughout the whole of the rest of Persia the door would be sufficiently wide open 
to any concessions and trade which other Powers might wish to promote. He had 
mentioned Germany; was I to understand that that Power had raised any objections 
to our arriving at an understanding between ourselves? 

M. Isvolsky said that he had carefully abstained from allowing Germany to have 
any insight into the nature of our negotiations, as he considered that these were 
matters which concerned us alone. Although Germany had shown no disposition 
to place spokes in our wheel (de mettre des b&tons dans nos roues), it was evident 
that she had no interest in seeing us arrive at an understanding (elle n'avait pas 

d’mt4r$t die nous voir arriver k une entente)'. I would* naturally recollect what had 

ocoorred in the matter of the Anglo-French Agreement in respect of Morocco, and 
tiie difficulties in which M. Deleassd had been placed by not having previously or 
opportunely acquainted the German Government with what had been arranged. 
Moreover, I had not made it clear to him how the Persian Government would be 
induced to view with complacency the arrangement which I had sketched. 
Supposing they were to regard it as a partition, in a disguised form, of their country, 
and were to turn to Germany to intervene in the matter? I was not to suppose 
from these observations that he was raising unnecessarily imaginary difficulties 
to an arrangement. He was wholly and sincerely in favour of our coming to an 
understanding, but he wished to lay before me the different aspects of the case, 
■especially as it would present itself to other parties, and to show me that the 
quMtion was not one which could be solved easily or speedily. 

I did not think it prudent at our first meeting after his return to go more fully 
into the attitude and views of Germany, as he may still be under the influence 

of his recent visit to Berlin, and disinclined to be probed on the matter. I will 

obtain another opjwrtunify before this messenger leaves of questioning him more 
closely on the subject, and I did not desire to give him the impression that I was 
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either anxious or disti'ustful as to what liad passed at Ids interview at llie Gei'inan 
Capital. 

Before leaving the question of Persia I put to him the direct question as to 
whether the Emperor was still in favour of an understanding with Groat. Britain, 
M. Isvolsky replied that undoubtedly His Majesty was still of tho same mind, but 
that when the question, for instaneo, of a d« 5 limitation of our respective spheres in 
Persia came before Ilis Majesty, he would naturally consult with his military advisers 
as w'ell as with the Minister for Foreign Affairs. M. Isvolsky added that he wished 
to bo in such a position on that occasion as to be able to show His Majesty that 
the weight of argument did not lie on the side of the military. 

The impressions which my conversation with M. Isvolsky left on my mind are 
that, though personally desirous of coming to an arrangement, he is disposed to 
proceed with extreme and deliberate caution, and to make such slow progress as would 
unduly prolong the negotiations and permit the introduction of elements which might 
be of a disturbing character. It will, I think, be necessary to stimulate M. Isvolsky 
to proceed more rapidly, and I would suggest that it would be. of advaih.ago if I could 
be furnished with the draft of an article which would serve as a preamble to our 
agreement in regard to Persia, and which would he drawn on the linos which I 
hastily sketched to M. Isvolsky. I think that if he were placed in possession of siufh 
a draft some of his hesitations would be removed, and he. would see that our proposals 
were not so difScult to frame as he at present appears to imagine. We could in this 
article or articles lay down our mutual desire not to disturb the political status of 
Persia, and also specify the districts in which, in view of the propinquity to the 
Afghan and Belooch frontiers, we are anxious to maintain peace and order and in 
which we could not admit the interference of other Powers. We should he obliged 
to leave in blank the districts in which Euasia has a similar interest, hut this lacuna 
would afford a good reason for urging the Etisaian Government to supply the 
omissions. I also believe that M. Tevolsky, had he this document in hand, would 
be in a better position to discuss matters with the Emperor and with his colleaguea. 

I have, &c. 

A. NIOOLRON. 

Enclosure in No. 867. 

lAoutenatii-dolonel Napier to Sir A. Nieokon, 

(Jonfidential. 

Sii’t St. Petersburgh, November 8, 1906. 

I have the honour to report that, in accordance with Your Excellency’s desire that 
1 should endeavour to ascertain what are the views of the Military Party on the 
question of an agreement about Persia, I took the opportunity yesterday, when 
paying my respects to General Palitzin on my return to duty after a prolonged 
absence, of sounding him on the subject. 

General Palitzin, Chief of the General Staff, is at present, with exception of 
the Grand Duke Nicolas, the most influential officer at Head-Quarters; he received 
me with great cordiality, and conversed on a variety of topics, so that I was able 
to introduce the subject of Persia without raising any suspicion of that being the 
special object of my visit. 

General Palitzin expressed himself, I believe sincerely, in favour of friendship- 
with England, and declared that all through Asia we had a great many interests 
in common, but that the mutual distrust and misunderstandings which had lasted 
BO long could not be put aside in a moment, and made an agreement very difficult. 
As regards Persia, he did not believe in, and was opposed to, sqjheres of influence. 
In his opinion it was not a |»ractical policy. The trade of Persia was a matter of 
real importance, and it was impossible to set Emits to its operations which were 
governed by the laws of supply and demand, gC<^grsq)hioal considerations, mean# of 
t^nsport, <fec., which enabled (me or <^her oountry to push its trade in varioua 
dprecuons at the expense of its rivals. Of course it waa possible to divide up Persia^ 
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but if Eussia aud England each took spheres of irufluence, Germany and other 
countries would also demand their share, and then we should have to conguer 
Persia. 

General Palitzin did not look with favour on the prospect of the Bagdad railway 
with a branch to Ehanikin, but thought the prospect was remote, and meanwhile 
he was not an advocate for prolonging the Bussian railway from Erivan towards 
Terehan. He avoided giving any strategical reasons for his objection to spheres of 
influence, and 1 could not press him on that point without putting forward the actual 
proposals of our Government and betraying my purpose, which Your Excellency 
wished me to avoid. 


I have, &c. 

II. D. NAPIEB, 

lUIN UTE. 


Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Military Attache. 


If ttio Russian Gov[eriinien]t, at the instiga.tion of the Military party, refuse to recognise 
our proposed sphere of influence, the obvious oonolu.sion is they have aggressive intentions 
against India for which they want Seistan as a base. In that case further negotiations would be 
useless. 

In the promble to bo d[ra]ftad it might bo distinctly stated that the door will be open in 
the spheres of influence to the trade of all countries and the concessions to be reserved might be 
limited to roads, railways, telegraphs, harbours and irrigation. 

C. H. 

E. G. 


No. 368. 

Sir A. Nicolaon to Sir Edward Grey. 

E.O. 871/170. 

(No. 788.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. Nooeraber 5, 1906. 

Sir, E. November 12, 1906. 

I called on the German Ambassador to-day, who conversed with me as to the 
visit of M. Isvolsky to Berlin, where the latter had created a most favourable 
impression, and had been, he thought, gratified by the cordial reception which had 
been accorded to him. M. de Sohoen said that M. Isvolsky had appeared anxious tO' 
ascertain the views of the German Government in regard to the negotiations between 
the Governments of Great Britain and Bussia in respect to Persia, and he trusted 
that any uneasiness which His Excellency might have felt with regard to the attitude 
of Germany had been dispelled. 

Germany, M. de Schoen continued, had no desire to place any obstacles in the 
way of an understanding between Great Britain and Bussia, and had no wish to secure 
any concessions for herself in Persia either as to banks or railways. All that she 
^feslied was that the principle of the open door should be upheld as regards trade. 
Ko German Bank appeared to be desirous of establishing an institution in Persia, 
where the Imperial Bank already occupied the ground. There had been some absurd 
talk in the papers of Germany establishing schools, and even a University at Teheran. 
Nothing could be farther from the fact ; all that had been done was to open a German 
school for little German girls. He understood from M. Isvolsky that our negotiations 
were likely to last for some time, as there was considerable opposition to be overcome 
in certain quarters in Eussia, and that after having terminated our discussions as to 
Persia, we should then deal with Afghanistan and Thibet in regard to which he 
IMresumed there would be no diflficulty. 

I told M. de Schoen that our negotiations in regard to Persia had for their main 
object the removal of all possible causes of friction between the two countries; that 
the principle of the open door was a cherished one m my country; and that it was 
possible that our negotiations would proceed slowly as it would take time to create a 
fresh departure from the traditional policy which had hitherto been pursued, and 
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which was only of advantage to the politicians of Persia who delighted in playing one 
country off against the other. 

M. de Schoen voluntarily touched tho subject of our negotiations, and I will 
communicate to M. Isvolsky the substance of our conversation at my next interview 
with him. I reported the outline of the above convi'fsation in my telegram No. 289 
cf to-day’s date.^) 

I have, &c. 

A. NIOOLSON. 

(*) [Not reproduced as its tcnour is indieuti'd.'] 


No. 869. 

Sir A. Nicolaon to Sir Edward Qre.y. 

F.O. 371/170. 

(No. 745.) St. Petersburg h, D. November 7, 1906. 

Sir, B. November .12, 1906. 

I took an opportunity at the weekly reception of M. Isvolsky to-duy to give him 
the substance of the remarks which the Gorman Ambassador made to me a day or two 
ago on the subject of the attitude of the German Government towards the negotiations 
between Eussia and Great Britain in regard to Persia, and which I had the honour to 
report to you in my despatch No. 738 Confidential of thi? 6th instant. (') 

M. Isvolsky said he was gratified to receive the information which 1 had given 
him, and was pleased with the reply which I had made to my Gtu’inan Colleague, as 
it was conceived in the sense Of the language which he had himself held at Berlin. , 

M. Isvolsky said that he had, he confessed, always been a little uneasy as to the 
attitude of Germany, and was afraid that she would suddenly appear as a Dcus ex 
machina, and place obstructions at Teheran in the way of our uegotiationH. He had, 
therefore, determined to broach the subject himself at Berlin, and ascertain directly 
what views were held by the German Government. He had told Prince Bulow that 
the negotiations which he was conducting in St. Petersburg w'ere not conceived in 
any hostile sense towards Germany, but had simply for object the removal of all 
causes of friction between the two Countries in Central Asia, and the establishment of 
more amicable relations between Groat Britain and Russia. He had carefully 
abstained, and lie particularly begged me to inform you of this, from giving Prince 
Billow any insight into the nature of our negotiations or into the tenour of the 
proposals which we had respectively made to each other. It would be undignified on 
our part to acquaint a third Power with the details of our discussions, and he should 
certainly decline either to take any one into our confidence, or to submit any 
conclusions to [«ic] which we might arrive to the approval of another party. Our 
negotiations were matters which concerned us alone. 

His Excellency said that he had told Prince Billow further that he, for his part, 
would always be careful to avoid taking any step which could injure the legitimate 
interests of Germany, or indeed of any Power, and had added that to enable him to 
guide his course it would be desirable if the German Government would indicate what 
interests they had in Persia, which they would desire to preserve intact. 

Prince Billow had replied that the only interests with which Germany was 
concerned were the Bagdad Railway, and an open door for her commerce, 

M. Isvolsky. said that this statement, corroborated as it had been by what M, von 
Schoen had told me, relieved his mind, and gave him every hope that the course of 
our negotiations wodd continue without interruption. He had, he said, previously 
obeerv^ that there had been misgivings in the German mind that an understanding 
between Great Britain and Eussia would in a sense isolate Germany, and that she 


(^) [t). immadiately praceditig document.] 
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would see growing round her a ring in which she would be confined. He thought he 
had satisfied the German Government that there was no such intention, and he was 
glad that I had employed to M. von Schoen the phrase that the main object of our 
negotiations was to remove “causes of friction,” as these were the identical words 
which he had used at Berlin. No doubt M. von Schoen had been instructed to give 
me the assurances which he had spontaneously conveyed to me, and he was of opinion 
that the atmosphere was considerably cleared. 

M. Tsvolsky said that his course was not without difficulty. He was most honestly 
and sincerely desirous of coming to a thoroughly friendly understanding with us; 
but he had to walk with care and prudence as the maintenance of good relations 
with Germany was very essential. His visit to Berlin had removed much uneasiness 
which he had previously felt, and he wished to assure me that he had found in his 
conversations at Berlin no suspicions or misgivings. They had put to him no leading 
or embarrassing questions, nor had they evinced any desire to ascertain on what 
lines our discussions were proceeding. 

He added that the Councillor of the German Embassy M. von Miquel had 
intended to make a journey to Persia, but had now abandoned it, owing to the lateness 
of the season. This, he imagined, was an excuse, and he believed that he had received 
instructions to desist fiom his project. 

I told M. Isvolsky that I had been a little surprised at M. von Schoen mentioning 
to me that Germany did not intend to establish a Bank at Teheran, as I had under- 
stood that a concession had already been granted and was on the point of being put 
into execution. His Excellency said that the concession had undoubtedly been 
accorded, and the magniloquent language which the German Charge d’ Affaires had 
held at Teheran in regard to it had caused him some anxiety. He had, however, 
ascertained that the Charge d’ Affairs had allowed himself to hold a language which 
was not authorized, and that, hitherto, no German Bank had been willing to undertake 
an enterprise which offered little remunerative prospects. In any case he had been 
assured at Berlin that the Bank would have no political character or aims, and would 
merely serve as an intermediary for purely commercial intere8ts.(®) 

M. Isvolsky assured ine again that his mind was now at ease, and that he intended 
to devote all his ener^es towards facilitating an understanding with Great Britain 
which he was convinced was the right policy for his Government to pursue. 

I have, &c. 

A. NI00L80N. 


(*) [v. supra, p. 896, No. 861, and p. 401, No. ■656.] 


No. 870. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private. (*) 

My dear Nicolson, November, undatedi’‘), 1906. 

In answer to your Despatch of the 4th of November, No. 735, and your private 
letters on the same subject, (®) I would say that I see no objection to your giving to 
M. Isvolsky a sketch of an agreement as you propose, and one is being sent in a 
despatch.!*) You should, however, make it clear to him that it does not pretend to 

(1) fCamock MSS.] 

(®) [This letter is undated, but the reference to the despatches of Hovember 4 (t), aupra, 
p. 408, No. 867) and November 17 (u. infra^, p. 416, No. 871) suggests that it was dated between 
November 12 and November 17.] 

(®) [op. suprai pp. 260“1, No. 236.] 

(^) [^7, immediately succeeding document.] 



4P 

be in treaty form and is rather in the nature of an auli:-))ieinoirc of what has been 
thrown out in conversation. 

I do not wish the negotiations to go to sleep. But , on the other hand, we 
must avoid raising in M. Isvolsky's mind tlie suspicion that wc^ wish to force the. 
pace in order to take advantage of Kussia’s present situation. 

I should, however, omit the last paragraph from the draft, which you propose. 
It is not essential to an arrangement with .Russia that. Wi' should each of us bin-ome 
parties to a promise to prevent third Bowers from obtaining (joncessions m the 
parts of Persia in which we have each of us respectively renounced iniluence 
ourselves. It would he enough that wo should each agree, not to seek or maintain 
influence in the specified district reserved for the other. After our arrangement 
with Enssia was completed, we could obtain from Persia an undertaking not to make 
concessions which would have any political character to a third Power in our 
specified district. Eussia could do the same for herself, and it. would follow from 
the arrangement which we and Eussia had made that neither of us would oppose 
the other in making these separate arrangements with the Persian (lovernment. 

Such a settlement between Eussia and ns would give nhaolutely no ojipnrtunity 
or pretext to any other Country for saying that I lie settlemeni. had infringed the 
principle of the open door. 

Of course 1 understand M. Isvolsky's difficulty with the military party. Heistan 

is, no doubt, a plai'e of strategic importance in their eyes. But it is only of such 
importance if they wish to attack the Indian frontier, or to put pn'ssnre upon us 
by making us think that they intend to attack it. The. benefit which wo expect 
from an arrangement with Eussia is that wo should be sot free from any such 
apprehension, and this is precisely what we ask in the settlement.. 

If, as you suppose, M. Isvolsky will say at this point “But whal is Russia to 
get in return,” you will naturally reply that she gets in a certain sja'c-ified district 
the same security that we got in Reistan. Tic will then jirohahly point out that 

our gain in this matter is much greater than that of Russia, who is not really 

disturbed by the apprehension that aggression on our part in the North and North- 
West of Persia is practicable; and that he must, theri'for**. have a further 

quid pro quo with which to overcome the opposition of th(> military party, or at 
least to convince tlie Krnperor that the opposition of the military party is 

unreasonable. But it is for him to say what he wauts. 

Probably, he already has something in his mind, but is hesitating to propose 

it. I think he should let us know what it is. If it is access to the Persian Gulf, 
that is a matter which should he referred to us for discussion. But I doubt, myself, 
whether any complete arrangement with Eussia can he made unless it includes the 
Near East as well. It is the differences in the Near East that have been the 
original cause of the hostility and friction between Eussia and ua. 

So far as the Eussian Government are aware officially, our attitude in the 
Near East has not been changed. But it is not for ns to propose changes with 
regard to the treaty conditions of the Dardanelles. I think some change in the 
direction desired by Eussia would be admissible, and we should be prepar^ to 
discuss the question if Eussia introduces it. If M. Isvolsky mentions it you might, 
therefore, say that it is a matter on which you are at present without instructions 
to speak to him, but which you will refer home. I enclose for your information 
only a departmental Memorandum on the Dardanelles.f*) It shows that much may 
he possible, but it must not be taken yet as committing even me, much 1^ the 
Cabinet, who have not seen it. 

The difficulty is, of course, that the question of the Dardanelles concerns the 
other Powers of Ilurope. Our settlement with Eussia, when completed, will have to 
be published, and so important a matter as a promise on our part to give diplomatic 
support in favour of any modification of a European treaty could not be introduced 


(*) [v. svpra, pp. S&-fiO, Ed. no<«.] 
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as a secret article. The fact that this is so makes it proper that M. Isvolsky, and 
not we, should be the first to mention the matter. It cannot be pressed without 
raising a European question, which it is Eussia’s interest and not ours to raise, 
though we might no longer object to seeing it reopened, as we should have objected 
a few years ago. 

The sketch of a Persian agreement is founded upon yours, but the preamble 
was expanded by John Morley, and Hardinge has used the Anglo-Eussian China 
Railway agreement as a model for the rest, so as to introduce terms already familiar 
to Russia. 

I fear the temporary ascendancy of the reactionary party round the Tsar will 
not make the atmosphere favourable for these negotiations of ours. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. GREY. 


No. 371. 

Sir Edward Gray to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/170. 

{No. 521.) Confidential. 

yb', ^ Foreign Office, November 17, 1906. 

I have received Y[our] E[xcellency’s] despatch No. 735 of the 4th inst[ant],('i 
reporting a conversation with the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject 
of the understanding respecting Persia. 

I approve the language which you held to M. Isvolsky on this occasion, and I 
enclose the sketch of a draft agreement which you are authorised to communicate 
to H[is] B[xcellency]. 

[I am, &c. 

E. GREY.] 

Bncloeure in No. 371. 

Draft Agreement. 

The Gov[ernmen3te of Gfreat] B[ritain] and R[us8ia], being mutually pledged 
to respect the integrity and independence of Persia, and animated by a sincere desire 
for the maintenance of good order and pacific development throughout the Persian 
Empire as weU as for the establishment of equal opportunities for the commerce 
and industry of all nations have resolved that a Convention be concluded between 
tihto in tihe following terms : — 

The Gov[ernmen]ts of Great Britain and Russia mutually recognise that each has 
for geographical and economic reasons special interest in peace and order being 
maintained within certain provinces of Persia contiguous with, or in proximity to, 
the Russian frontier on the one hand and the frontiers of Afghanistan and 
Beluchistan on the other; and each of the two Gov[emmen]ts, being impressed 
with the detrimental effects of local friction on their relations with Persia and with 
one another, is anxious to avoid all ground for interference with the special interests 
of each in the Persian provinces to which reference has been made above. 

It is therefore hereby agreed as follows : — 

1. Great Britain engages not to seek or maintain for her own account, or on behalf 
of British subjects, any concessions of a political or commmercial nature within a line 

and not to obstruct, directly or indirectly, applications for such concessions in that 
region supported by the Russian Gov[emmen]t. 


(^) [tJ. supra, pp. 408"11, No, 367,] 
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'i. Sussia, on her part, engages not to seek or maintain for her own account, 
or on behalf of Eussian subjects, any concossions of a political or commercial nature 
within a line passing from the Afghan frontier through Gazik, Birjand, Kerman 
and Bunder Abbas and the frontiers of Afghanistan and Belmdiistan, and not to 
obstruct, directly or indirectly, applications for such concc'ssions in that region 
supported by the British 6ov[erninen]t. 


No. 372. 

Sir A. Nicolsori to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/170. 

(No. 796.) St. Petershurgh, D. December 2, 1906. 

Sir, E. December 10, 1906. 

M. Isvolsky called on me today to inform nn’i that the Minister of Finance had 
received a telegram from the Director of the Eussian Bank at Teheran stating that 
the Persian Prime Minister had expressed his willingness to sign the loan contract 
without having obtained the consent of the Assembly. M. Isvolsky said that it 
seemed to him that it would be desirable to obtain the opinions of the Eussian and 
British Eepresentatives as to whether it would ho prudent to moot the wishes of the 
Prime Minister, and as to whether the refusal of the Assembly to sanction the loan 
could be ignored. 

I told His Excellency that I was unaware what the precise functions and authority 
of the Assembly were in respect to loans, but that as its sanction had I understood 
been in the first instance solicited for the conclusion of the loan, it appeared to me 
that if we agreed with the Prime Minister in ignoring the opinions which the Assembly 
had expressed, we might cause some trouble in Persia. Tt was however a question 
on which it was clearly necessary to obtain the opinions of the Russian and British 
Representatives who, being on the spot, could give valuable advice on the point. 

I read to M. Isvolsky the substance of Sir 0. Spring Rice’s telegram No. 848 of 
November 25th, (*) and said that it appeared that at tlint date the Prime Minister 
considered the consent of the Assembly as necessary. Possibly financial pressure had 
induced him to change his opinion ; but it was impossibh' to judge of the situation at 
this distance. 

M. Isvolsky agreed with my observations and said that he had heard nothing 
from M. Hartwig on the subject. So long as the Eussian and British Governments 
continued to act in concert in regard to Persian affairs, he viewed occurrences in that 
countiy with calm. Tie would be glad to hear your views on the present question, 
and said that he had also telegraphed to Count Benckendorff. 

T telegraphed the communication made to me by M. Isvolsky in my telegram 
No. 306 of this day’s date,(') 

I have, &a. 

A. NICOLSON 

(D [Not roproducftd.] 


No. 878. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/170. 

(No. 801.) St, Petershurgh, D. December 8, 1906. 

Sir, B. December 10, 1906. 

I had the honour to receive your despatch No. 621 of the 27tfa ultimo(*) by last 
week’s messenger, transmitting the draft text of an agreement in respect to Persia. 

(*) [Deapatoh No. 621 waa dated Novumber 17. not November 27, v. gupra, pp. 415-6, 
No. 871.1 
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I lialled on M. Isvolsky this afternoon and I reminded His Excellency that some few 
weeks ago he had intimated to me the difficulties in his mind as to the mode in which 
it would be possible to reduce to a written form the views which we had interchanged 
in regard to an arrangement concerning our respective interests in Persia, without 
causing anxiety to the Persian Government and without disquieting other Govern- 
ments who might have some Commercial interests in that country. I had, I said, 
received from you the outline of a draft agreement on the subject of Persia, which I 
begged leave to hand to him, and which I should be glad if he would treat as 
Confidential, and which, I thought, would remove the doubts which he had formerly 
expressed. I added that the documents was not drawn up in Treaty phraseology nor 
was it to be considered as a draft convention; it was merely an aide-mimoire of the 
views which we had interchanged presented in a convenient form. 

M. Isvolsky read the document, and observed that he did not presume that I 
required an answer off hand. He added that even as drawn up others might regard 
it as a division (“ partage ”) of Persia into spheres of influence. 

I replied that I did not view it in that light; the document specified our 
respective spheres of interest, though the Eussian sphere had to be left blank, and 
he would observe that in the' preamble the principle of the open door had been duly 
recognised. T could not myself see how any objection could be raised in any quarter 
to the terras, teuour or objects of the document. 

His Excellency said lu' would be glad if I would leave the paper with him to 
study carefully. 

I have, &c. 

A. NTCOLSON. 


No. 374. 


Sir A. Nicalson to Sir Edward Grey. 


h\ 371/170. 

tNo. 803.) St. Petarnburgh, D. Dcrcinhnr 4, 11)00. 

Sir, E. December 10, 1906. 

The German Ambassador asked me to-day whether M. Isvolsky had mentioned 
anything to me in regard to his recent visit to Berlin. I told M. von Schoen that 
M. Isvolsky had exmessed great satisfaction at finding that the German Governrnent 
viewed with a friendly eye the discussions which were proceeding between the British 
and Eussian Governments for the purpose of removing all causes of friction between 
the two countries in Persia and Central Asia, and that he had been pleased to ascertain 
t!^t the only interests as to which the German Government were concerned were the 
Bagdad Eailway, which lay outside of the Persian question, and the maintenance of 
the open door for commercial intercourse. This satisfaction on the part of His 
Excellency had been confirmed by the speech of Prince Biilow in the Eeichstag. 

M. von Schoen again confirmed what he had said to me on a previous occasion, 
and which I had the honour to report in my despatch No. 738 Confidential on the 
5th ultimo, (') and added that M. Isvoleky had enquired whether in the future the 
German Government would have any objection to Eussia obtaining concessions for 
railways in the north of Persia. His Excellency had been informed that no objection 
would be raised to such concessions, as Germany had no desire to embpk on such 
enterprises in Persia. M. von Schoen observed that he doubted if Eussia would for 
a long time to come be in a position to take advantage of any concessions she might 
obtain, as she was exceedingly slow to move in those directions. If Eussia would 
construct a railway which would eventually be linked on to the Bagdad Eailway, so 
much the better for all parties. 


2 B 


[16942] 


(^) [v, supra^ pp, 411-2, No. 368.] 
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I remarked that I believed that in some Eussian quarters there was no great 
desire to facilitate inter-communications which might lead to foreign trade competing 
with the practical monopoly Eussian commerce enjoyed in the North of Persia; and 
that this fear had caused her to hesitate at one time to welcome the project of the 
Bagdad Eailway. 

M. von Schoen said that it was true that such views had been held in Eussia in 
regard to the Bagdad Eailway, but that a change had now come over Eussian public 
opinion. The moment had not yet arrived for the German Government to approach 
those of Prance, Great Britain and Eussia, as to a participation in the Bagdad 
Railway, or perhaps it would be more correct to say for financial groups in the 
several countries to commence negotiations on the subject. The question was not 
yet quite ripe for such discussions, 

M. von Schoen said further that as regards a German Bank in Persia, he could 
tell me that the Persian Government when in urgent need of money, and when they 
were not meeting with a ready response from the British and Russian Governments, 
had approached the German ChargS d’ Affaires and had suggested that a German 
Bank should be established in Tehran which would effect loans and other financial 
transactions.!®) The Chargfi d’ Affaires, anxious to play a part, had accepted this 
suggestion, and had asked the German Government to enquire if any German Bank 
would he willing to establish a banking institution in Tehran. Several Banks had 
refused to entertain the proposal, but one' Bank, M. von Schoen did not mention the 
name, which had branches at Constantinople and Beyrout had expressed its readiness 
to enquire into the matter, and was sending an agent to Persia who should arrive 
there next month. M, von Schoen did not think that the Bank would establish a 
branch at Teheran, probably at some other place in Persia, but in any case the branch 
would have nothing to do with loans or concessions, but confine itself to strictly 
commercial affairs. 


Interestin'gf, 


MINUTE. 


T have, &c. 

A. NIOOLSON. 


(*) [)). p. .196, No. .651. imd p. 401, No. Sfla.) 


B. a. 


No. 875. 

Sir A. NicoUm to Sir Edward Orey. 

St. Petersburgh, December 15, 190(5. 

P.O. 871/170. D. 8-8 i-.M. 

Tel. (No. 807.) R. l0-8() p.m. 

Persian Loan. 

I have received private letter from Min[iBte]r for B’[oreign] A [flairs] stating 
that Russian Gov[emm6n]t agree with you that the advance should be made publicly 
and responsibility lie with Persian Gov[ernraen]t. They also agree that it would 
be preferable to wait till Persian Gov[ernmen]t and assembly had arranged between 
themselves, but they see no objection to furnishing the advance on a formal demand 
from Persian Prime Minpst^r even if latter had not succeeded in overcoming 
opposition of the assembly. Russian Gov[emmen]t also consider that it would be 
well if Russian and British Representatives were to inform heir apparent of the loan 
question. 

Instructions have been sent in the above sense to the Russian Min[i8te]r and 
Min[iBte]r for F[ordiga] A[flaira] would be glad if similar instructions could be 
sent to Sir C. Spring feoe. 
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No. 376. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Gretj. 

P.O. 871/170. 

(No. 821.) ,g''( Petersburgh, D. December 16, 1906. 

. E. December 24, 1906. 

On the 9th instant I wrote a private letter to M. Isvolsky stating that he had 
doubtless heard from Teheran that the Eussian and British Eepresentatives were of 
opinion that the advance to be made to the Persian Treasury should be done publicly 
and on the responsibility of the Persian Government ; and that it would be desirable 
to await a settlement of the differences between that Government and the popular 
party. I added that His Majesty’s Government were in agreement with these views. 

I further stated that I had received information from Teheran to the effect that 
the Assembly had collected sufficient money to pay the arrears due to the troops, 
and that I !knew that his view was that no steps should be taken on our part, as 
the money was at the disposal of the Persian Government, on the conditions laid 
down by the two Governments, and that neither Government had any desire to 
force its acceptance on the Persian Government. 

At my interview yesterday with His Excellency he read and handed to me a 
reply of which I have the honour to transmit a copy. On reading this letter again 
it seemed to me that there might be a possibility that the Eussian Minister might 
act on his instructions before His Majesty’s Government had had an opportunity of 
expressing their views as to whether a formal demand from the Grand Vizier for 
the advance, irrespective of the assent of the Assembly, should be immediately 
accepted. I therefore wrote a letter to M. Isvolsky, of which I beg leave to enclose 
a copy, expressing the hope that M. Hartwig would not carry out his instructions 
without a previous agreement with Sir Cecil Spring Eice. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


P.S. — Since writing the above I have received a reply from M. Isvolsky, of 
which I have th^ honour to transmit a copy, in regard to the instructions given to 
M. Hartwig. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 876. 

M. Isvolski to Sir A. Nicolson. 

hher Ambassadeur, Saint-PStersbcmrg, le 2 (16) Dicembre, 1906. 

Le Gouvemement Imperial partage le point de vue du Gouvemement 
Britannique au sujet de I’avance p4cuniaire ft faire & la Perse et trouve en effet 
indispensable que I’avanoe soit faite publiquement et que la responsabilitfi en soit 
asBumSe par le Gouvemement du Schah. 

Tout en pensant, d’acoord avec le Gouvemement Britannique qu’il serait pent 
fitre pr4f6rable d’attendre que le Sadrazam parvienne fi 4tablir une entente avec le 
Medjliss au sujet de I’avance, le Gouvemement Imperial ne verrait pourtant pas 
d’objeetions ft ce que les sommes promises fussent d41ivrdes au Gouvemement Persan 
BUT une demande formelle de Mouchir-oud-Dovleh, m§rae dans le cas oh ee dernier 
ne parviendrait pas ft vaincre la resistance de I’Assembiee Nationals. Dans tons les 
cas il paralt desirable qu’fb son arrives h Teheran le Valiahd soit prevenu par lea 
Eepresentants d’Angleterre et de Eussie de I’operation financibre en question. 

Des ordres detailies dans ce sens ont ete expedies au Ministre de Eussie ft 
Teheran et je vous serais fort reconnaissant si vous pouviez contribuer ft ce que 
des instructions dans le mfime sens soient envoyees ft M. [sic] C. Spring-Eice. 

ISVOLSKI. 

2 B 2 


[16942] 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 370. 

Sir A. Nieohon la M. hvohhi. 

Mon cher Ministre, Saint-PStersbourg, lo 8 (16) D6cc'mhre, 1906. 

J’ai relu la lettre que vous avez bien voulu me comnumiquer bier an sujet de 
I’avance faire au Gouvernement Persan et je n’ai pas manqufi d’en transmetfcre 
le sens fi. mon Gouvernement. Je presume que les instnietions envoyees & 
M. Hartwig ne aeront mises en exdcution qu’aprJss accord prdalable avec 
Sir C. Spring-Eice, car je saia bien que vous dfieirez autant que nous que lea deux 
Ministres agiaaent dans cette question en parfaite barmonie. Sir C. Spring-Bice 
recevra sans dovite des instructions de mon Gouvernement et il aerait h d^sirer si 
M. Hartwig voudrait bien attendre juaqu’ii, ce que son coll&gue anglais soit miee en 
demeure de connaitre lea vues de Sir E. Grey. 

Veuillez, &c. 

A. NIOOLSON. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 376. 

M. Isvolshi to Sir A. NicoJson. 

Mon cher Ambaasadeur, Savnt-PMerabourg, le 4 (17) l)6ccmbre, 1906. 

Le principe fundamental des instructions que nous avons donnSes & M. de 
Hartwig, dfe le dSbut des negotiations au sujot d(' I’avance commune &, faire aux 
Persans, 6tant d’agir en parfaite barmonie avec son ('ollSgue d’Angleterre, je pensaia 
qu’il 4tait superflu de lui donner dee indications compl^mentaires b cot 4gard. Mais. 
puisque Vous m’en avez exprimS le d4sir, je m’empresse de lui expSdier par 
t414grapbe des ordres dans le sens de Votre lettre. 

Votre bien d4vou4 

ISVOLSKY. 


No. 877. 

Sir V. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Orey. 

Private. (‘) 

My dear Sir Edward, December 21, 1906. 

.... Private news of Hartwig’s language doesn’t look as if Eussia bad any 
intention of debarring herself from access to Seistan and eventually the Gulf of Oman. 
But personally he is most friendly and so are his subordinates. Of course it isn’t 
hard to be friendly under the circumstances as since I have been here, the popular 
party have learned that they must not lean on England for support, and this has made 
an enormous difference to the power of Eussia — so that the evil year or two after 
the Japanese war — can be, in all probability, lived through without any serious 
diminution of prestige. We must all remember that in July August and SeptemW 
the influence of England was quite supreme and that Eussia had no power at adl. 
Now, of course, this is changed and though England is looked to with respect she 
is not looked to for protection and support, and the popular party is therefore become 
more purely Persian. Also the rumours of an understanding with Eussia have given 
the impression that we have sold out our interest to Persia. Altogether whether 
sucscessful or not, the negotiataoas between England and Eussia have been of enormous 


{>) [Grey MSB., Vol. 81.] 
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value to the latter. We have voluntarily surrendered our position here, in exchange 
for a promise. I hope that the Eussian 6ov[ernm6n]t may realise this : It is certainly 
true (=■) 

Yours sincerely, 

C. A. BPEING-BICE. 

t'j [The opening paragraphs of this latter give a detailed account of the Persian internal 
situation and tho Bussian attitude. The closing sentence is purely personal.] 


No. 378. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/170. 

(No. 880.) St. Petersburgh, D. December 22, 1906. 

Sir, E. December 27, 1906. 

With reference to my despatch No. 821 of the 16th instant, (^) I have the honour to 
transmit, herewith, copy of a letter which I have addressed to M, Isvolsky relative to 
His Excellency’s proposals that in the event of the Mushir ed Dowleh making a formal 
demand for the payment of the joint advance no difficulty should be made to meeting 
his wishes, and also that the Valiahd should be made acquainted with the question of 
a loan to the Persian Government. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

Enclosure in No. 378. 

Sir A. Nicolson to M. hvolshi. 

Ambassade d’Angletcrro, Saint-P^tersbourg, 
Mon oher Ministre, Ic 9 (22) Dicembre, 1906. 

En rdponse k la lettre que vous avez bien voulu m’adresser le 2/15 courant, 
relative fi, I’avance au Gouvernement Persan, mon Gouvernement pense qu’il serait 
peut-Stre mieux si les deux Legations i Tdhdran continuent it observer I’attitude de 
reserve qu’elles ont jusqu’ioi adoptde k ce sujet. 

Si le Mouchii ed Dowleh nous fait une demande formelle nous pourrions alors 
examiner sa proposition en tenant compte des circonstances qui pourraient exister a, ce 
moment ; et il nous paratt plus prudent de ne pas en saisir le Valiahd de Popdration 
financiSre vu qu'il a ddja eu des entretiens avec une deputation de PAssemblde au 
sujet des questions ffiaanciares. 

La situation en Perse en ce qui coneeme les fonctions et les relations de 
PAssemblde avec le Gouvernement semble toujours 6tre im peu indScise, et dans ces 
eiroonstances une attitude de eomplMe reserve de la part des deux Legations serait a. 
favis de mon Gouvernement la plus prudente. . 

J’espbre que vous partagerez cette manibre de voir et eroyez-moi toujours. 

A. NICOLSON. 


(1) [v. supra, pp. 419-20, No, 370.] 


No. 379. 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

• Tehran, December 26, 1906. 

F.O. 871/170. • D- 12-35 p.m. 

Tel (No. 376.) R- S'dO p.m. 

Persian advance. 

Following is result of conversation with Eussian Mm[iste]r. 



422 


Popular movement against the loan is still strong but it is possible, owing to 
severe linancial pressure, that the Valiahd and Grand Vizier may apply for loan, 
throwing the odium on us on the ground that they tirceded under pressure. The two 
Banks are obliged to restrict their advances to merchants owing to uncertainty as to 
whether advance will be asiced for and this gives rise to the impression that we are 
trying to force loan on the Gov[ernraen]t against the, will of tho people. 

We think tliat it would be advisable to inform Grand Vizier officially that the two 
Gov[ornmcnits withdraw their offer and let this bo known. Otherwise the two 
Legations may ho accused of contributing funds to the Govrernmenjt in order to 
suppress popular movement. 


Ko. 380. 

Sir A. Nicobon to Sir Edward Orcy. 

St. Petershurgh, January 8 , 1907. 
F.O. 871/869. D. 8T)5 l».K. 

Tel (No. 2 .) B. 6-80 pm, 

Pm’sian advance: My telegram No. 1. 

I have received another private letter from Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating 
that he hoars from Russian Minister at Tehran that Sir 0. Spring-Rice is of opinion 
that if the two Governments notify withdrawal of offer, an arrangement may be 
made with financiers of other countries, Russian Minister would therefore wish to 
he authorized not to notify withdrawal of tho offer until ho and his British colleague 
are agreed as to the proper moment for doing so. 

Russian Government see no objoetion to this [‘.onrse, and if Ilis Majesty’s 
Government concur in above view necessary instructions will bo sent to Russian 
Minister. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs asks for early reply. Shall I inform him that you 
concur?!^) 

(’) [Tnl. No. 2 to Sir A. NicolHon of Jiinuary 4, 1907, repiiotl to Uiis : " Your telCegram] 
No. 2. Porsinn advance. Wo concur." This was repeated to Tehran as Tel. No. 2 of the 
samo date.] 


No, 881. 

Sir C. Sfiing-Ricc to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/869. 

(No, 4.) Tehran, D. January 8, 1907. 

Sir, R. January 2L 1907. 

In obedience to your instructions I have carefully abstained from entering into 
any discussion with M. Hartwig as to the possible basis of an agreement between 
England and Russia with regard to Persia. At the same time I venture to thint 
it may be useful if I were to communicate to you any indication as to the genei^ 
policy pursued here by the Russian Legation which may reach me from indireefc 
but authentic sources. To quote Sir A. Hardinge’s words: "At London and 
8t. Petersburg the European, here in Asia the Tartar, head of the Russ^ double 
eagle is most plainly visible and I venture to hope that I may be eioused if I (*) 


(*) [op. Mtjmi, p. 878, No. 821 (t).] 
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present for the consideration of Hie Majesty’s Government the local aspect of the 
Asiatic policy of Eussia. 

hrom conversations which some of my colleagues and a newspaper correspondent 
who has been sent here to represent the Eussian view of the Persian question, have 
had with M. Hartwig and which they have, in general outline, communicated to 
me, it appears that the policy of the Eussian Legation here is wholly opposed to 
any form of division of Persia into spheres of interest which would debar Eussia 
from obtaining access to a port outside the Gulf or from constructing such railways 
or means of communication as would best serve her commercial and political 
interests. Persia is to be assured her independence and integrity as long as she is 
willing to obey the dictates of her Eussian advisers and accord to Eussia such 
advantages as may be in accordance with Eussian interests. 

And, specifically, the policy of Eussia must be continually concerned with the 
whole of the East of Persia, where, as M. Hartwig puts it, it is a vital interest of 
Eussia to obtain such influence and control as may enable her to prevent the spread 
of infection from Indian sources, the importation of arms, and, above all the 
absorption of Seistan by Great Britain or the establishment in that province of 
English control. 

At the same time M. Hartwig is sincerely desirous of improving the relations 
between England and Eussia, and while safeguarding Eussian influence, to live on 
the best possible terms with the British Legation. He is considerably embarrassed 
by the independent action of the financial agent and by the separate policy pursued 
without the knowledge and consent of the Eussian Foreign Office, by other 
Departments of the Eussian Government. He is anxious to avoid any form of active 
interference in Persian domestic politics and has done all in his power to convince 
popular opinion that the Eussian Legation is not hostile to the popular movement 
and has even exerted his influence with the Valiahd to secure a compromise with 
the Assembly. He is opposed for the moment to any active measure of interference 
and is doing all in his power to dissuade his Government from yielding to the 
dictates of the advocates of a forward poUey. 

I venture to ask your most careful attention to Sir A. Hardinge’s despatch 
No. 126 of the 10th June, 1906, in which he explains in a singularly clear and 
striking form, what he takes to be the policy of Eussia in Persia, viewed in the 
light of the actual proceedings of Euseian agents on the spot. I am inclined to 
believe that what he wrote then is true now. Since he wrote however, there has 
occurred, what he anticipated — ^namely a great popular awakening and protest against 
the sale of Persia, through corrupt officials, to a foreign Government. And the 
“ aatieeptie treatment” of which he speaks, is now being inaugurated, not by 
a ocmcert between England and Eussia, but by the Persian people themselves. I 
Vaoture to tiiink that in this way possibly lies the hope of the salvation of Persia, 
.an^Vtbse solution of the Persian question. Should foreign ppwers, and especially 
Bn^irnd and Euseia consent .to lend a friendly hand, or at any rate not to impede 
the process of regeneration Persia may yet save herself. But if she does the 
designs of Eussia, which have so long aimed at her practical absorption, will be as 
definitely frustrated as they have been in Bulgaria, and it cannot be hoped that the 
Eussian Government, at least as at present constituted, will tamely acquiesce in 
such a conclusion, 

I have, &e. 

CECIL SPEING-EICB. 
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No. 382. 

Sir C. S'pri'iig-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/302. 

(No. 15.) Secret. Tehran, D. January 4, 1007, 

Sir, K. Jattuary 21, 1007. 

I have the honour to state that I had good reason to believe that some days, 
ago a long cyphered despatch was received by the German Legation from Berlin 
on the subject of Eusso-German relations in Persia and tliat a report had been 
called from the German Minister. Since then I have received information to the 
effect that Eussia has offered to withdraw her objections to the Bagdad Eailway 
and generally to German enterprise in Mesopotamia on the condition that she herstdf 
should have the right of constructing the Kanikin-^Bagdtid branch and of fixing fht^ 
tariff on the railway when conetmeted. I need not point out that the tariff as fixed 
by Eussia would make all trade from the South or West to Persia by lliat rotiie 
impossible and would give Eussia the monopoly of Persian trade which, so far at 
least as concerns imports, would be reservial for Eussian industry and the Tiflis 
Tabriz-llamadan route. T believe that ilie German Minister's reply was in this 
sense. 

I have, ttc, 

CEHL mnsiumviL 

MINUTE. 

We have no corrobonition of this story, v\'lut*h looks as though it eam^ loan a Persian or 
Oennun source with the object of f^owinj^^ <ltsfcrust between Ihjglatai and liahHiu. 

0. H. 

H. G, 


iED» NOTE . — On the death of Shah MuisatTuxMal-Din un Jfmaary N, laoT it\ nupm, [a 
Ed. noto)^ hifcj tddest son, MohamiiuHl Ali Mirza, was ivtMigjuzMd as ihf iii’W Sliah. The British 
and Russian Odvernments then exchanged noit^s rai .laminn II reciigni^^ang Itis second son, Bultun 
Ahmed Mirza, ns Valiuhd or IIoir-Appart‘nU He was puhliciv protdaijned Valiahd on Jannary 25. 
The mwv Shah had already bcf‘n crowned on dinumry in, and the fact that ho di<l not invite the 
Bnputieft to th(‘ cf'ri’uamy was c(Htinn‘nicd on at the ,\ss!<*Tnbl\ the siunr ^hiy.*) 


No. 883. 

Sir C. Sprmg-Rice to Sir Edward (hey. 

F.O. 371/301. 

(No. 21.) Tehran, 1>. Jannaru *27, 1B07. 

Sir, it. Fchrmry 18. 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit horewitii a translation of the Persian 
Constitution^) which has been prepared hy Mr. (.Imri-lull. 

It provides for a National Assembly composed of from 160 to 200 members 
chosen by popular election and of a Benate of 60 members, half of whom are elected 
and half nominated by the Government. 

The Assembly is elected for two years and the Shah by a separate rescript ha» 
promised not to dissolve it before the expiration of its first term. After the first 
term it can be dissolved on a motion passed bv two-thirds of the Senate and approved 
by the Shah. 

The members take oath “so long as the rights of the Assembly are respected 
to be loyal to the Sovereign and the rigiits of the Nation.” 

The Ministers, who are appointed by the Sovereign, can be summoned before 
the Assembly to give explanations as to their conduct of affairs and are made 
responsible to the Assembly for any derogation of their powers, or infraction of the 
laws. They can address the Assembly on the invitation of the President and have 
the right of proposing bills in person. 

(*) [Not reproduced. The tesets of tile OonatituUon aud of certain related documents are given in 
B. G. Browne; The Peraim Revolution, 1905-1910 (1010), Appendix A.] 
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The Assembly must give its consent before any eoneession is granted, or loan 
foreign or internal is concluded, and must be consulted as to any treaty with a 
foreign power, except such arrangements as in the opinion of the Government, 
should b(* ke})t se(Tet in the public interest. It has control of all financial matters 
and mxist give its consent before the budget is passed, or any new tax is instituted. 
The Senate has concurrent legislative power, except in financial matters on which 
however it appears to have the right of veto. 

In case of disagreement between the two houses a joint committee is appointed 
and if an agreement is not arrived at, the Senate can, by two-thirds majority, 
require the dissolution of the Assembly, provided that this does not take place more 
than once in the two years’ term. 

General powers of examination into the conduct of affairs by the Government, 
and of direct access to the Shah are provided for. The members are inviolable and 
the proceedings are public, with certain reservations as to the proceedings of secret 
committees. 

Kull liberty of reporting proceedings and of comment (provided this is not of a 
libellous character) is accorded to the press. 

It will be seen that if the Constitution is carried into effect the Persian 
Government is now a limited monarchy, the Ministers however, although responsible 
for their conduct to the Assembly, being nominated by the Sovereign, and not elected 
members. The powers of the Assembly include financial control and no loan can 
be made by the Government without its consent. 

I have, &c. 

CECIL SPEING-RICE. 


No. 394. 

Sir 0. SprinffrEice to Sir Edward Grey.{^) 

Tehran, February 11, 1907. 

i\0. 871/869. D. 6 p.m. 

Tel (No. 28.) E. 10 30 p.m. 

All quiet here, though definite arrangement is not made with Shah. British 
Consul at Tabreez reports that people have taken possession of arsenal and 
Government offices. (^) No disorder, but people are determined, and have received 
assurances of support from Kurdistan. Russian Minister says that he thinks that 
a demonstration on frontier and in Gulf may become necessary if situation gets 
worse. 

As yet no movement against foreigners personally, but on first appearance of 
this I think Russian Government will be bound to make some sort of military 
demonstration. I hope that this will be delayed until it is justified by overt act 
against foreigners, but preparatory arrangements should, I think, be agreed on at 
once between the two Governments. 

Zil-eS'- Sultan has sounded Russian Minister as to possible military action. 

(^) [Sir E. Grey replied as follows to Sir 0. Spring-Rice, Tel. No. 18 of February 12, 1907,, 
7 F.H. : 

Your tel[egram] Ho. 20. I entirely approve your statement that we cannot consent to any 
^amons^tration in favour of Persian Government and against reform movement. 

I see the difficulty of ffie fiussian position but we must on no account be drawn into any 
show of force unless naade absolutely necessary for protection of foreigners and even then for 
physical reas<^ our aciaon must be confined to the Ports. You should therefore me all your 
ij3fuence to discount Russians from contemplating any demonstration with a view to 
puliticai eiect; whfS would be clearly contrary to the principle of non-intervention. 

(Repeat to Sir A. Hl^feon, Ho. 16-)] 

{^) [The Shah was reported as accepting the demands of the people on February 11.] 
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I have explained to Euesian Minister that I do not believe that His Majesty’s 
Government will consent to any political demonstration in favour of Governirient, 
but only to action justified by considerations of self-defence. Eussian view may be 
different, in view of political situation in Caucasus and Central Asia. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office: sent to India and St. Petersbnrgh.) 

MINUTE. 

The Russian Gov[ernmen]t axe evidently anxious for a pretext for intervention to which 
ws are opposed. Any discussion of arrangement for military demonstration would only encourage 
them in this idea. As Sir C. Spring-H-ice still tliinks that we should concert ineiisurcs with 
the Eussian Gov[erninen]t for a military demonstration, I think he should he intormc<l very 
categorically of our views which he docs not as yet seem to understand. At present there appears 
to be no danger to foreigners. 

0. H. 


No. 385. 

Sir Edward Grei/ Lo Sir C. Sfrin<i-Rice. 

F.O. 371/303. 

Tel. (No. 16.) Foreign Office, February 11, 1907. 

Advance to Shah. 

Your tel[egram] No. 24. (‘) 

You may use your discretion acting throughout in concert with your Etissian 
colleague; we wish if possible to avoid any pretext for an accusation of interference 
in internal affairs of Persia. 

Eepeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 16, February 11, 1907. 

(') [This telegram of February 10, 1906, suggests that the Hritish and Htissian Miniaiers 
should use their discretion as to the advance, and advocates n policy of non-interfcrenci'.] 


No. S86. 

« 

Sir A. Nicobon to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/808. 

(No. 79.) St. Petersburgh, D. February 11, 1907. 

Shr, B. February 18, 1907. 

I called on M. Isvolsky the day before yesterday and communicated to him the 
substance of Sir C. Sprmg-Eioe’s telegram of the 8th instantC), regarding an advance 
to be made to the Shah in view of the dhiquieting situation in Teherwi. I asked BGs 
Excellency if he had heard from M. de Hartwig on the subject, and he replied in the 
negative. He said that he was anxious to act entirely in concert with His Majesty's 
Government in all matters concerning Persia, and asked me if I would let him take 
note of the details of the proposed transaction so that he might consult with the 
Minister of Fmance with whom he had an appointment the same evening. He 
enqmed if Sir C. Spring-Bice had already made the advance or whether he was 
awaiting instructions from bis Government. I said that I gathered from the telegram 

(') [Tbia telecom, No. 24 of February 8, 1907, reporle e^pUoaM<ffli by Sbab to M. Naua 
for ^ advaaaoe. Upon M. Hartwig’a rapreaentaMisn &at the Buaaian Baak had eohausied Ha 
oreoit, Sir 0. Spring-Eioo pre^osed ” to authorize Imperial Baolt of Perria to advaaoe to M. Na«a 

a sum of 80,0001 la the form of a joint advance by the two banks on ourrant aooount 

npdac tile Sfaah'a aifoaktre, 
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that, lljt' iJiuttor way oi' some urgency, and it was possible that 8ir C. Spring- Eice had 
considered it necessary to act with promptitude, but I could not say positively what 
steps had actually been taken. It seemed to me that, as affairs seemed to be in a 
somewhat} critical condition, great latitude should be accorded to the Eepresentatives 
on the spot, but it was essential that they should keep in constant touch with each 
other. 1 added that I felt sure that he would impress on M. de Hartwig to act in 
perfect concert with Sir C. Spring-Eice, who had on more than one occasion expressed 
to me his pleasure at the cordial and intimate relations which he maintained with his 
Eussian colleague. M. Isvolsky said that it was of great importance that the two 
Governmonts should be in complete harmony, and he had no fear of the future in 
Persia if both Governments acted in unison. 

‘ I subsequently received your telegram No. 12 of the 9th instant, informing me 
that His Majesty’s Government were prepared to authorize the joint advance provided 
the Euesian Government concurred. (*) I at once communicated this to M. levolsky, 
and I received early this morning a letter from His Excellency of which I beg leave 
to enclose a copy, and of which I telegraphed the substance in my telegram No. 18 
of to-day’s date.(*) _ . . , 

Bince the dispatch of the above telegram, I have received Sir C. Spring-Eice’s 
telegram of yesterday’s date, recommending that he and his Eussian colleague should 
be authorized to use their own discretion in regard to the advance.!*) I have little 
doubt that M. Isvolsky will be willing, on the part of the Eussian Government to 
leave the matter in the hands of M. de Hartwig, and as I am to see His Excellency 
this evening in regard to some other questions I will enquire of him what further 
information he has received from Teheran. 

I may add that I mentioned at the conclusion of my conversation of the 
9th instant with M. Isvolsky, that in view of the constantly shifting, and to an 
outsider somewhat obscure, situation in Persia, great caution appeared to be desirable, 
as any false step might prejudice our joint interests in that country, and might 
facilitate the possible aims of other countries. M. Isvolsky said that so long as we 
went hand in hand he regarded Persia as a “champ olos” to others and on my 
remarking that fortunately the new German Minister in Teheran seemed to be a 
calm, peaceable man, be laughingly observed that he always felt some anxiety in 
regard to quiet reserved men, if they had a settled polifiy to pursue, and he did not 
know if he did not prefer the indiscreet exuberance of the former youthful Charge 
d’Affaires of Germany, as he left no doubt as to the aims which he was pursuing. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

Enclosure in No. 386. 

M. Isvolshi to Sir A. Niaolson. 

Minist^re ImpSrial des Affaires Etrang^res, 

iolicJiexAmbaBsadeur, . . 

WmthB les noiiv6ll6B que j’ax de T4h6ran, notre Ministry a donn6 & 
Sir Gem fepring-Eice Bon adhton ^ ravanee Si faire en commun m Shah, et le 
Oouvermeinaiit Imperial coixfitjoae enti^rement cette dSciBiort. 

Votre Bineferement dSvoue, 

ISVOLSKY. 

(3) [Koi, reproduced.] 

Apra, 'p. 426, No. 685, note.} 
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No. 387. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edivard (Trei/.(‘i 

St. Petersburgh, February 12, 1907. 
F.O. 371/369. D. 8 ‘22 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 22.) Confidential. B- 9’30 p.m. 

Persian situation. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs told me to-day that he had consulted with Minister 
of War and Chief of General Staff on Persian affairs. Policy of Eussian Government 
is as follows : To abstain from all interference in internal affairs of Persia ; not to 
adopt any military measures unless they are rendered absolutely necessary, and in 
case they have to be employed, to keep them within narrowest possible limits ; to do 
nothing without previous consultation with His Majesty’s Government, and to act 
generally in close harmony with Ilis Majesty’s Government. Ho expressed hope 
that such an attitude would be reciprocally observed by His Majesty’s Govornmenl. 
I assured him that he need have no doubts on that point. 

(Bent to Tehran.) 


(>) [DospHtfli No. 86 of Pi'bruary 12, 1007, siws thin iit Koumwhnt urontcr li'nulb, nml 
Tel. No. 10 to Sir Nicolson of February I.*), 1007. exprcKses entire eoncurrotico in this policy.] 


No. 888. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward (jrey.(^) 

P.O. 871/320. 

(No. 98.) St. Petersburgh, 1). February 19, 1907. 

Sir, E. February 26, 1907. 

After the conversation between M, Isvolsky and myself in regard to the Thibetan. 
Convention had terminated, Ilis Excellency said that ho wished to sjumk to me with 
respect to our arrangement as to Persia. He might toll me that after considerable 
difficulty he had succeeded in inducing the General Btaff to accept in principle the 
mode in which we proposed to come to an understanding, and that they had also- 
admitted in principle the British jtone of interest which had been defined by the line 
sketched in the l‘ro memoria which 1 liad communicated to him. The {taper which he 
had in his hands was a summary of the views of the Eussian Government on the 
subject, and he would communicate it to me in writing as soon as he had carefully 
reviewed its terms and its form. Ho could tell me that the Russian line would run 
from Kuehan through Yezd and Isfahan to Kasr el Bherin; and that the Russian 
Government considered that it would he better to specify the concessions in our 
respective zones for which we should reciprocally abstain from requesting. They 
would be railways, roads and others. At the same time those concessions at present 
existing should be maintained. T interrupted M. Isvolsky at this point and asked if 
by the maintenance of existing concessions he referred to the Meshed Seistan telegraph 
line, as I thought it necessary to inform him that my Government attribu^ 
importance to that question being settled in accordance with our views. M. Isvolsky 
said that he was of opinion that the question of the two telegraph lines Meshed- 
Nasratabad and Teheran-Meshed could best be settled by a separate arrangement. 
I said that this might be so, but in my opinion the only solution was a transfer of the 
two lines to Russian and British control respectively. I enquired of His Excellency 
what were the other existing concessions to which he referr^. He replied that the 
Russian Bank had several agencies in Seistan, and the customs of that province also 
formed a portion of the securities guaranteed for the service of Russian loons. oSie 

(*) telegram giving a shorter aetiount of the oonveraation reported here !» printed, supra, 

p. 27S, No. 258.] 
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advauces were secured, he said, on the customs revenues of Farsistan and 
the Persian Gulf; while the Russian loans were guaranteed on the northern and the 
beistan customs. 

M. Isvolsky then said that he was anxious to be made acquainted with the 
proposals which we were prepared to make for an arrangement as to Afghanistan, as 
the Persian question was so closely related with that of Afghanistan, and the one could 
not^ be settled without the other. I told His Excellency that I was not yet in a 
position to communicate our proposals, but that I hoped shortly to be able to do so. 
His Excellency pressed me to give him a general idea of them, but I said that it 
would be impossible for me to do so until I could communicate them in detail; but 
I would be glad if he could tell me the views of the Russian Government as to the 
close relationship between the two questions. 

M. Isvolsky said that he would recapitulate to me in general terms the views of 
the Russian Government. We had requested Russia to practically give us a free 
hand in Seistan, and it was probable at some future date we should carry a railway 
into that district. Now, the military party was of opinion that by abandoning 
Seistan to us an important strategical position was being ceded, and that it was 
necessary to examine carefully the position of Russia. It would be a very serious 
matter to Russia if, in addition to a railway communication say between Nasratabad 
and India, and possibly down to the Southern coast, railways were also constructed 
from India into Afghanistan. The whole strategical status quo would thereby be 
materially altered to the great disadvantage of Russia. Afghanistan had, hitherto, 
been considered a buffer state, but supposing Great Britain was, in conjunction with 
the Ameer, to alter the existing relations into those of a far more intimate nature, 
and that the Ameer consented to British officerB reorganising his troops and was 
willing to have railways constructed and roads made ? Supposing further that differences 
hereafter arose between Russia and Japan, and that we, as the ally of Japan, were 
to take the side of that country? It was undeniable that Russia would in the 
circumstances alluded to above strategically be in a far weaker position than she 
was under existing conditions. He was, he said, repeating to me the views of 
military men, but I would see that the Persian question was closely connected with 
that of Afghanistan. 

I replied that I understood the connection between the two questions, but I 
thought that there were weak points in the arguments he had placed before me. 
Out agreement had in view the establishment of a state of peace, and not a possible 
state of war. I told him candidly that we wished Seistan to be within our zone 
for purely defensive reasons, M. Isvolsky interposed the remark that there was 
defense active ** as well as a “ defense passive.’’ As to possible railway extension 
into Seistan or to the coast, I would not discuss the question, and apparently as 
matters stood for the moment there was an Assembly at Teheran who would have 
a word to say in the matter. Moreover, admitting even that Russia gave us a free 
hand in a strategical position, we at the same time were conceding a similar 
advantage to Russia in other parts of Persia. The one concession balanced the 
other. I added that I did not quite seize the purport of his observations as to 
Afghanistan. As to British officers reorganizing the Ameer’s troops that did not 
seem probable at a time when no British officer could set foot across the frontier. 
I gathered that he, or the military party, was under the apprehension that we 
intended, or wished, to bring Afghanistan under our protection in the same manner 
as say Belooehistan. That seemed to me a far-fetched fear. He had mentioned 
railways, but if the Ameer were inspired with the desire to develop and open up 
his country, we eould rtot prevent him from realising such a wish. 

M. Isvolsky said he understood that ; but who would construct the railways and 
whither would they lead? Evidently they would he built by British assistance and 
would run to In^a. Count Benckendorff remarked that we had a treaty with 
Afgjianistan and tbafe ^he idea was that we should not go farther than the treaty, 
I asked if it was. ^^ted that the political status quo should be maintained. I 
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understood M. iBvolsky to say that this was so; and also that sume aiiangemeut 
should be made for regulating the relations between Itussiau anti Afgliaii iiontier 
officials and also in regard to trade. 

I said that perhaps on these points an understanding could l)o reaclu'il ; but 
that I must await your instructions. , 

M. Isvolsky then said that there was one other matter which he wished ^ to 
mention to me. Eussia and Great Britain were drawing up an agreement which 
would preclude either party from seeking for concossions in the zone of the other, 
but what about third parties? I said that T understood our original id('a was that 
when both Governments had come to an understanding, wi' should severally apply 
to the Persian Government to e.ngage not to allow concossions to third parties in 
our zones. M. Isvolsky remarked that this would be shutting the door in a 
considerable portion of Persia; and that wo should bo face to face with a similar 
situation to that which had arisen over Morocco. Germany would not. trouble us 
in Seistan; hut it would bo necessary for Russia to come to an arrungemont with 
her in regard to the Russian zone. Such an arrangmiient could only bo made over 
the Bagdad railway. I remarked that Teutonic acitivity might as well b(' develojied 
in Seistan as elsewhere in Persia, and I was under the impression that as regards 
the Bagdad Railway, the situation was that Russia, France anti Great Britain would 
be ready to participate in it whenever Germany made ovt'rtures for foreign 
assistance. M. Isvolsky replied that Russia bad hitherto assumed an obstructive 
attitude towards the Bagdad Railway. She could withdraw this obstruction on the 
understanding that Germany engaged to leave her alone in her zone. 1 understood 
M. Isvolsky to say that an arrangement in respect to the Bagdad railw'uy should be 
made “ d’un commun accord.” 

M. Isvolsky said in conclusion that lie considered that we iiad made sensible 
progress towards a general understanding, and he earnestly trusted that our 
negotiations before long would reach a satisfactory conclusion. He was happy to tell 
me that his discussions with the Japanese Minister were progrt'ssing amicably an ' 
smoothly, and that he was now quite satisfied with the outlook. He proposed to 
make three conventions with Japan as to commerce, fisheries and railway junctions; 
and also two Actes Q6n6mux; one a Treaty of Arbitration similar to that which 
we had concluded with Prance, and one establishing that both Japan and Russia 
would observe and preserve the status quo in the Par blast. He then thought thar. 
humanly speaking peace could be assured for some time to come, I said that such 
an arrangement would, I was sure, be most welcome to ray Government, and I 
asked if the Japanese Government showed a favourable disposition towards it. His 
Excellency replied in the affirmative. 

The impression which I gathered from my long interview was that the Russian 
Government are sincerely desirous of arriving at an arrangement with us; but that 
they are nervous lest our relations with Afghanistan should develop into such cordial 
intimacy as would lead to the Ameer coming under our direct influence to an extent 
which neither he nor his predecessors had hitherto permitted. The Russian 
Government, therefore, are desirous of obtaining, if possible, some assurance that 
the general character of our relations with the Ameer should undergo no radical 
change, and that they should indeed remain as they are at present. It is possible 
that His Majesty’s Government may not feel disposed to bind themselves as to the 
future; but I am confident that, if no assxirances at all can be given, it will be 
difficult, I should be inclined to say impossible, to csome to a satisfactory arrange- 
ment as to Persia. I was not able to obtain a precise and clear pronouncement 
from M. Isvolsky as to what exactly the Russian Government required on &e above 
pdnt. When I communicate to him our proposals as to Afghanistan, I shall, I 
trust, succeed in obtwning a definite exposition of the Russian views. 

I would also respeetfuHy beg leave to recommend strongly thirti the fsvoarrf)le 
ewdUaons which now prevail in regard to our negotiations should not be allowed to 
and though in dealing with important quesUons exoeEdve haste is to be 
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deprecated, still it would be most unfortunate if on our side any undue delay were 
to occur, and if the continuous course of our discussions were to be interrupted by 
intervals of silence. Those who are opposed to an understanding with us, and who 
with difficulty have been won over, would interpret any delay on our part as a sign 
of indifference or of suspicion, and this would injuriously affect the prospects of a 
favourable solution. 

I have, &e. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 389. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/369. 

(No. 101.) St. Petershurgh, D. February 20, 1907. 

gjp^ E. February 26, 1907. 

M. Isvdlsky handed me to-day a Draft Convention in regard to the future mutual 
relations between Great Britain and Eussia which had been drawn up by the Eussian 
Government, of which I have the honour to transmit a copy. I did not peruse it m 
his presence and accepted it without comment. I regret that I made a confusion in 
telegraphing yesterday between Kuhsan and Kuchan, but the misunderstanding was 
due to my not catching accurately the pronunciation of the names of the two places. 

The preamble is identical with that of the British Draft Convention except that 
the word “collision ” is used in the last sentence instead of “ interference.” 

As to article II I have, since despatching my telegraphic summary of the Eussian 
Draft Convention, examined the Draft which I communicated to M. Isvolsky, and 
I find that the definition of the British line is practically identical in both documents. 
The observation which I made in my telegram(^) in regard to the words ‘‘P^r les 
frontibres de 1’ Afghanistan et du B^loudjistan, ” was, therefore, made without due 

consideration, , ,.n • j j 4 . 

The final paragraph wiU, I presume, require some amplification and amendment. 

I do not know whether you would consider it necessary to specify in the Coiwention 
that the revenues of the Caspian Sea Fisheries and the posts and telegraphs form 
securities for the British loans, but in any case it would, I submit, be right to state 
clearly that the Customs revenues of the Fare and of the Persian Gulf are secured 
for the service of the British advances. As the paragraph stands there is no mention 
of British loans at all. I do not know whether in the Convention you would consider 
it desirable to mention that Mohammerah is included in the Persian Gulf ports ; or to 
leave this debataUe point alone. We could not be considered as having abandoned 
CWr views by preserving the phrase “ Fare and the Persian Gulf'’’ 

ii!h®te 18 no mention, as from my conversation with M. Isvolsky on the 18th 
ihit4at I had been led to expect, of the maintenance of the existmg concessions m 
OOT JZ0IX6S. Th6 oixii&sion to mention them, and as the articles deal yitn 

the iatxm. leads me to think that the Bussian Government imply that such concessions 
do continue, to exist. M. Isvolsky apparently wishes to arrange the question of the 
two telegraph lines separately from the Convention You may consider that there is 
no objection to such procedure. If, on the other hand, we desired that all Buss 
Bank agencies in Seistan, for instance, be withdrawn, the Eussian Govemrnent might 
request that we should abandon concessions in the Eussian zone, and this mght 
r^e the question of the Indo-European and Indian Government telegraph lines, 
Imperial Bank, &c. It might be wiser, perhaps, to leave the question of 
(wncessions alone, and restmt ourselves to finding outside the Con^ntion a ®olutio 
of the Meshed-Tehran and Meshed-Nasratabad lines. I sub^t this view with all 
diffidence. When Governments have come to an agreement as to the Convention. 

' (1) [d. supra f p. 276, Ho. 264.] 
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i do not think there would be great difficulty in arranging as to the above-mentioned 

telegraph lines. , .1 ^ i i 

I should be grateful if you would kindly supply me with the final paiagiaph 

amended in the sense desired by His Tilajesty s Government, so that I may 

communicate it to M. Isvolsky. 

I have, lvc. 

\ xirmT.snK 


Enclosure in No. B8ii. 

Draft Convention conunntiicuted hy M. Ixvohlci to Sir .1. \ ico/non 

F.O. 371/369. 

Les Gouvernements de la Grande Bretagne <‘t do Russie, s’fitant mutucllemrnt 
engages a respecter I’intcgrite et rindepondance de la Perse et animus du sincjire 
desir de maintenir I’ordre et le ddvoloppemonl pacifiquo dans touto I’etondue de 
r Empire Persan, aussi bien que d’dtablir dt's avantagos dganx pour le commerce et 
I’industrie de toutes les nations, ont rdsdlu (gi’mie convention sera cnncliu' cntro eiix 
aux termes suivants : 

Les Gouvernemonts do la Grande Bretagne ot dt' Russie reconnaissent mutuelle- 
mont que chacun d’oux a pour des raisons d’ordro gdograpliiipie et dconomique un 
interet special a maintenir la paix et I’ordro ilans ci'rlainos provinces de la Perse 
contigues ou voisines fl, la frontibre Russc, d'nno pari, I't anx fronti&rcs de 
I’Afghanistan et du B^loudjistan, de Fautro; et. chacun dcs deux Gouvernements, 
constatant I’effet nuisihle rdsultant des cas de friction sur place dans h'urs relations 
avec la Perse et entre eux-m^mea, est dfisircux d'eviler tout motif di' collision avee 
les intSrSts spdciaux de chacun d’eux dans les provinces jiersanes dont il a efd fait 
mention plus haut. 

En consequence il a 4td dficid^ par la prfisente conimt! suit : 

I. fja Grando Bretagne sVngage it ne pas reehorcher pour elle-mome et h ne pas 
aiipuyer en faveur de sujets hritanniqnes, aussi bien qu'en faveur de sujeta de 
pniesanceH tierces, dtf concessions quelconques de nature politi<}ue ou commerciule — 
telles que les concessions de chornin de fer, d(‘ hanques. de tdlegra|>heH, de routes, de 
transport, d’assnrance, &c. — , au delft, d’une ligne partant de Kusn-Chirin, traversant 
lezd et Khakh et aboutissant ft la frontiftre Afghane pr&s du bourg de Kuhsan, et ft ne 
pas s’opposer, directement ou indirectement. ft des demandes de pareilles concessiona 
dans cette region, soutenues par le Gouvernement Russe. 

II. La Rnssie. de son efitfi, s’engage ft ne pas rechercher, pmir elle-iufime et ft ne 
pas appnyer en faveur de sujets rnsses, aussi bien qu’en faveur de eujots de puissances 
tierces, de concessions quelconques de nature politique 011 commerciale — ^tolles que les 
concessions de chemin de fer, de hanques. de tfil^graphes, de routes, de transport, 
d’aBBurances, &c, — , au delft d’une ligne allant de la frontiftre Afghane par Oazik. 
Birjand, Kerman et Bender- Abbas et par les frontiftres de F Afghanistan et de 
BSloudjistan, et ft ne pas s’opposer, directement ou indirectement, ft des demandes de 
pareilles concessions dans cette r^igion, soutenues par le Gouvernement Britannique. 

n eat bien entendu que les revenue de toutes les douanea persanes. ft Fexeeption 
de celles du Parsistan et du Golf Persique, garantissant Famortissement et les 
int^r^ts des emprunts oonclus par le Gouvernement du Bchah en Russia, seront 
affectfe au mgme but que par le passS. 

MINUTES. 

Kie preamble seema ail right. The differonoe between " interlerenoe " and " coUIsioa " is 
simply tliat between oaose and effect. 

In Article I we must ask Uiat the line paaemg through Te»d and Kakh should terminate at 
. the northernmost extremity oi the Ferso-Afgfaaa frontier. It can be pointed out that in 
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•^'■f Ruasian and British spheres of influence are 

Af haXZ aTd “d frontiers of 

t ^ “"da of the Russian sphere being 

rplationrof^ Further, since G[rea]t Britain is responsible for the external 

ftll frnnH MLajustys] Gov[ernnien]t are responsible for the settlement of 

SJer a“d Afghanistan and the introduction of another 

maZrs fnTfo “"“'d only tend to complicate 

™ ytoMing * ^ Convention. On this point there can be no question 

It is also desirable to demand that the town of Tehran, as the seat of Gov[ernmen]t and as 
the residence ot the foreign Legations should be regarded as a natural “ enclave.” On this 
point wo^ t'Otucl,^ if necessary, make a graceful concession later. 

I think it is desirable, in order to avoid any possible ambiguity in the future that a clause 
should bf inserted by which all existing concessions should be maintained. The transfer of the 
wl^K^s-ph lines may be effected outside the Convention but it must be distinctly understood 
that the note or notes arranging for the transfer must be signed simultaneously with the 
Convention. There never was any question of demanding the removal of the Russian bank 
A'gtincios m Seiatan. We should lose much more by the removal of the Bank of Persia’s Asenoies 
from the Russian sphere. 

add'-fon P^i’ngraph of M. Isvolsky’s text is clearly incomplete. I would suggest the following 


li PBt egalement entendu que les revenus des douanes persanea de Parsistan et du Golfe 
1 ersique, ainsi que les revenus des pecheries Caspiennes et des Postes et Telegraphes seront 
affoctos, comme par le paasd, au service des emprunts conclus par le Gouvcrneincnt du 
Schah avco la Banque Imp^riale de Perse. 


There yet remains the question whether any provision should be made for the eventuality 
of Bussians being placed^ as controllers of Customs in Seistan in the event of the coupon of the 
Russian loan being unpaid. The concluding paragraph states that the revenues of the Customs 
will bo devoted to the Russian loans, and we might argue that as long as it can be shown that 
they are devoted to that purpose it does not matter to the Russians who collects them. It is 
H risk, though not likely to occur just yet, and the question arises whether we should not announce 
to the Russian Gov[emmen]t that, in the event of the necessity arising as foreseen by their 
loan contracts, we will be ready to undertake the collection and remission to them of the due 
proportion of the customs revenues in our sphere of influence which may be affected to the 
Russian loans. 


I would suggest that a letter be addressed in this sense to the India Ofl&ce transmitting 
oc^y of Sir A, Nioolson’s despfatch] and its inclosure, and asking for an early reply. 

C. H. 

Feb. 26, ’07. 

Write in this sense to the I[ndia] 0[ffice]. 


E. G. 


a 


No. 390. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. NicoUon. 

F:0* 371/320. Foreign Office, February 22, 1907. 

Tel (No. 26.) D. 9-30 p.m. 

We must wait for full text of Eussian proposals respecting Persia before entering 
upon discussion of them. It appears to u& however from the summary that they are 
in principle in accord with what we have already put forward and therefore provide 
a satisfactory basis for discussion, though we shall probably have certain amendments 
to propose. 

Meanwhile we regard the prospect of an eventual agreement to be such as to 
justify us in communicating our views about Afghanistan. 

You may communicate to M. Isvolsky the draft instructions, which you already 
have, pointing out to him with regard to direct communication between Eussian 
and Afghan frontier officials that it will be necessary for us to obtain the consent 
of the Amir beforehand and that we must in consequence know what the Eussian 
views are on this point and how they would propose to carry them out before 
approaching the Amir. We have hitherto regarded this question of direct 
[16942] 2 F 
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communicatioiiL between frontier officials as a difficult one owing to the sensitiveness 
of the Amir and it can only be concluded as part of a general settlement with regard 
to the region of the Indian frontier, which will give such security on both sides as 
to prevent small incidents on the Afghan frontier from giving rise to political 
difficulties or apprehension. 

MINUTE. 


Send this draft to India Office ;(') we ought to telegraph to Sir A. Nioolson to-morrow if 

possible. „ ^ 

E. G. 

22.2.07. 


(*) [The India Office concurred in these views, February 22, 1007. 1 


No. 391. 

ih'ir A. Nicoleon to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Pctcrshurgh, March 1, 1907. 
F.O. 871/369. D. SIS p.«. 

Tel. (No. 37.) E. 4'80 p.m. 

Persia. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed to me last night his anxiety as to the 
situation, and intimated that the Shah was desirous that Eussian Oovernment should 
take some measures on the frontier, as the most disturbed districts were adjoining 
the Caucasus. Minister for Foreign Affairs said that Eussian Government had 
already taken steps to prevent revolutionaries from crossing the Caucasus into Persian 
territory. He added that he would consult with military authorities as to what 
further measures were possible. He repeated his intention of keeping measures 
within the narrowest possible limits and doing nothing without previous consultation 
with His Majesty’s Government. 

He thought that it would be well if the two Governments were to agree 
beforehand upon measures to be taken respectively in case events necessitated action. 

I told him that all we could do would be to protect British subjects in Gulf 
ports. He said that he would let me know later what Russian Government proposed, 
and then ho would like to be acquainted with views of His Majesty’s Government. 
He said that he had heard that proposed national banks wished to take all customs 
revenues, and this should not be permitted. 

I agreed with him, but said that I had no positive information on the subject. 

(Bent to Tehran.) 


No. 892. 

Sir A. Nioolson to Sir Edward Grey. 


St. Petorsburgh, March 8, 1907. 

D. 4*86 P.M. 

B. 6 P.M. 


F.O. 871/869. 

Tel. (No. 41.) 

Persia. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has sent me a Memorandum, stating that Euasian 
and British Ministers have decided to send to their Governments a statement— 

1. That in spite of appearance of outward calm, there are signs of a dangerous 
movement against tihe Dynasty and Euxqpeans. 
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2. That the movement against the Shah shows itself in persistent reports that 

he wishes to dismiss Assembly, which is organizing a mili tia. 

3. That the movement against Europeans is not against individuals or Legations, 

but is directed to the removal of foreigners from Persian service, and to 
preventing them from obtaining concession in Persia. 

4. That in view of the tendencies of the Assembly, Kussia and Great Britain 

would be justified in declaring to Persian Government that, while 
carefully avoiding any intervention in the internal affairs of Persia, the 
two Powers nevertheless will not permit their interests to be injured 
in any respect whatever. 

Euasian Government consider that there is no doubt that the two 
Representatives arc correct in their conclusions, and that it would be desirable that 
Eussian and British Ministers should make simultaneously an identic declaration 
to the Persian Government in the above sense. 

Russian Government will gladly know views of His Majesty’s Government and, 
if latter have no objections, instructions will be sent to Russian Minister to concert 
with his British colleague as to the proposed step. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 


No. 393. 

-S'ir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicohon. 

E.O. 371/869. Foreigji Office, March 8, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 30.) D. 5 35 p.m. 

Your deBp[atchJ No. 101. (*) 

Persian Convention. 

Preamble of draft proposed by Russian Gov[ernment] is satisfactory and may 
be accepted. 

Art[iole] 1. As to Russian line, we note that preamble speaks of British and 
Eussian spheres of influence as “ contiguous with or in proximity to Eussian frontier 
■on the one hand and frontiers of Afghanistan and Baluchistan on the other ’ ’ and 
that no mention is made of Russian sphere being contiguous with Afghan frontier. 
Further, as we are responsible for the external relations of Afghanistan and are 
obliged, not only by treaty with the Amir but also by Art[icle] 6 of the Persian 
Treaty of March 4, 1867, to undertake the settlement of all frontier and other 
questions arising between Persia and Afghanistan, the introduction of another Power 
having special interests on the Perso-Afghan frontier would tend to complicate 
matters and defeat the very object of this Convention. It is therefore most 
important that no part of that frontier should lie within the Russian sphere. We 
would have included the whole frontier within our sphere if we had contemplated 
the possibility of the Russian Gov[emment] putting forward their present claim, 
but we wished to make our sphere as small as possible. You should therefore ask 
that Russian line should terminate at Zulfikar on northernmost extremity of Afghan 
frontier. There can be no question of yielding on this point. 

We had originally intended to demand that town of Tehran, as the capital 
and seat of foreign Legations, should form a neutral enclave in the Russian sphere. 
We are now however, prepared to make a most important concession by waiving this 
point on the understanding that, in consideration of the greatly increased influence 
which may accrue to Russia by the inclusion of the town in her sphere, she will 
undertake not to oppose, without previous agreement with us, the grant to British 
subjects as to those of third powers, of concessions in the neutral zone. It would 


[16942] 


(') [■«. Kwpra, pp. 431-2, No. 389.] 
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be manifestly unfair that increased prestige at Tehran should be used on the spot 
there to our detriment in the neutral zone, which is governed like the rest of Persia 
from Tehran. 

Art[icle] 2. We consider that a clause should be insei'ted providing for the 
maintenance of all “existing concessions.” 

We have no objection to effecting the transfer of (he two telegraph lines by 
an exchange of notes outside the Convention, provided that it is distinctly understood 
that the notes arranging for the transfer should be signed at the same time as the 
Convention itself and that this is an indispensable condition of the signature of the 
Convention. 

We have no intention of demanding the removal of tlio agencies of the Bnssian 
bank in Seistan which would entail that of the agencies of the Bank of Persia in 
the Eussian spheres and would cost us more than we should gain by it. 

The last paragraph of the Eussian i.ext appears to ns incomplete and we 
suggest the following addition : — 

“It is equally understood that the revenues of the Per.siun customs of 
Farsistan and the Persian Gulf as well as those of the Caspian fishorios and 
of the Posts and Telegraphs, shall he devoted, as in the past, to the service 
of the loans concluded by the Gov[ernnion]t of the Shah with the Imperial 
Bank of Persia.” 

There remains the question of providing for the eventuality of Russians being 
placed as controllers of customs in Seistan in consequeiu^e of the non-payment of 
the coupon of the Russian loan. We consider that so long as it can be shown (hat 
the revenues of the customs are devoted to the service of those loans fas stated in 
the last paragraph of the Russian draft) it does not matter to the Russians by 
whom they are collected. You are therefore authorised to announce to the Russian 
Gov[ernmen]t that, in the event of the necessity arising, as foreseen by their loan 
contracts, we are ready to undertake the collection and remission to them of the 
due proportion of the customs revenues in our sphere of influence which may be 
affected to the Eussian loans if the Russian Govf ernmenit will agree to a similar 
arrangement regarding revenues pledged to British loans within the Russian sphere. 


No. 394. 

Sir Edward (ircii to Sir A. Nicolson. 

T’.O. 371/369. Foreign Office, March 9, 1SK)7. 

Td. (No. 34.) D. 4-80 

Your tel[ogrum] No. 41.(‘) 

Persia. Proposed identic declaration. 

The situation is difficult, as we do not want to offend the Russian Gov[6rnraen]t 
at the present moment by refusing to take action as they suggest. At the same 
time there can be no doubt that the less we have to do with the Persian 
Gov[ernm6n]t just now, the better for us, as premature or undue interference must 
tend to arouse popular feeling against us in the country. 

You should therefore inform the Russian Govfernmenjt that at present we are 
not apprehensive of danger to foreign subjects, nor have we had any intimation 
from Sir G. Spring-Rice that a general declaration would be beneficial, but that we 
realise the hostile attitude towards foreign enterprise assumed by the Persian 
Assembly, and that, while avoiding any semblance of unprovoked intervention in 
internal affairs, we are in favour of the cooperation of the two Govfernmenjts in (*) 

(*) [t?. svpm^ pp. 4B4-5, No, 
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ir^ersia foi the mutual protection of their respective interests whenever they may be 
menaced. 

We do not think that a joint declaration, as suggested, would be politic at the 
pr^ent moment but we consider that, in order to show the community of our action 
and interests, we might press the Persian Gov[ernmen]t for a reply to the joint 
enquiry made by the two Legations as to the steps to be taken for the payment of 
the coupons of the loans (see my tel[egram] No. 17 repeating my telfegraml No. 17 
to Sir C. Spring-.Eice(“) ). x' ^ j l & j 

Sent to Tehran. 

(“) [Not reproduced.] 


No. 395. 

f)ir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/869. 

(No. 125.) St. Peterslurgh, D. March 10, 1907. 

Sir, _ E. March 18, 1907. 

I called on M. Isvolsky this morning, and said that I had brought with me a 
paper embodying certain amendments which His Majesty’s Government desired to 
see introduced into the Draft Convention in regard to Persia, which the Eussian 
Government had lately communicated to me.(^) I have the honour to enclose the 
copy of an Aide MSmoire which I left with His Excellency after our conversation had 
concluded. 

I informed M. Isvolsky that His Majesty’s Government accepted the preamble 
of the Draft Convention, In regard to the tracing of the Eussian line as laid down 
in the Draft Convention, I wished to amplify somewhat the observations which I had 
made to him recently on that point. He would see that in the preamble of the 
Russian Draft Convention it was stated that the districts in which Eussia and Great 
Britain had special interests were those respectively bordering on or contiguous with 
the Bussian frontier, and the frontier of Afghanistan and Belouehistan. His Majesty’s 
Government held the same views and had naturally considered that the Eussian 
zone would not include any portion of the Afghan frontier, but if the Eussian line 
were to terminate at a point on the Afghan frontier near to Kushan [Kuhsan], a 
portion of that frontier would come within the Eussian zone. As I had explained to 
him at my last interview on the 7th instant, such an arrangement would necessarily 
lead to complications. We were bound by treaty both with Afghanistan and with 
Persia to undertake the settlement of all frontier and other questions arising between 
those two Countries, and it was needless for me to dwell upon the difficulties which 
would arise if a third Power were to have special interests on the Perso- Afghan frontier. 
Gur Convention had in view the removal of all possible causes of friction, but if the 
Eussian line were left as was suggested in the Eussian Draft Convention there would 
be a continual danger of difficulties arising. I said that I would repeat what I 
had said on the 7th instant, and that was that the Eussian line should run from 
Kakhk to Zulficar, and thus obviate any of those serious risks to which I had 
alluded. I must tell him that my Government attached extreme importance to this 
matter, and, as I had said on the 7th instant, it was of small importance to Russia 
but of serious import to us, and that very possibly the Eussian Government had 
•overlooked the considerations which I tirged upon him. 

M. Isvolsky said that he recollected my observations on the 7th instant, and 
could repeat the remark that he had not himself drawn the line, and that he would 
examine carefully, in the light of my remarks, the modifications which I proposed. I 
said that I must impress on him that the rectification which I had requested was 
an essential one. 


(^) fu, Hupra, pp, 432-8, No. 889, end.] 
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1 tiuuk that M. Isvolsky clearly saw the force of tnj observations, and, though 
he would not commit himself, I think that he will urge uiJOii liis advisers lu accept 
the rectification w'hich is desired. 

I told M. Isvolsky that there was another question connected with the Hussian 
zone on which I wished to speak to him. The Bussian zone included Tehran, the 
capital of Persia, and I must tell him frankly that if my Government were to agree 
that the capital of the Kingdom were to be within the districts in which Bussia was 
recognised as having special interests, a groat incroaso of influence would accrue to 
the Bussian Government. Indeed my Government had originally intoTided to 
propose that Tehran should form a neutral enclave in the Bussian zone, hut as they 
were sincerely desirous of arriving at a friendly settlement, they were pn'pared to 
make a most important concession and abandon their intention, hut it must ho on the 
understanding that Bussia engaged not to oppose, without previous arrangeinont 
with Great Britain, any grant of concessions in the neutral zones of Persia to British 
subjects or to those of third Powers. 

M. Isvolsky enquired whether the understanding which I suggested was to b«‘ 
unilateral on the part of Bussia, or whether Groat Britain would I'O disposed to 
give a similar engagement. I told him that I had no instructions on that point, 
but I would mention bis observation to you. His Excellency then said that he did 
not quite grasp the reason for demanding the engagement from Russia, nor did 
he see if Tehran were within the Bussian zone the political situation would he greatly 
altered from that which existed. Our respective zones were, he observed, 
demarcated with a view of preventing either party from interfering within the zones 
of the other, a species of self-denying ordinance; but why should anything be 
specially said as to other portions of Persia outside the zones? The neutral zones 
would, he understood, be left open to all parties, and in his view both Russia and 
Great Britain should preserve entirt> liberty of action in n'spetd, to thetn. I told 
M. Isvolsky that the concession which we were prepared to make in including I’ehran 
within the Russian zone practically amounted to a recognition that Russia had « 
special interest, and consequently a special position in the capital, and thi^ 
concession was a very great one. If Russia had a special positioti she would 
eventually have special influeiuie, perhaps I might say a predoiiiiimnt influence 
which was not the case at present. Such an influence might, and we must look 
into the future, hereafter bo employed, I did not say that it would he, but it migh* 
be employed, in opfwising British conceBsionB in the neutral zones. Russia would 
be placed in an admirable position for exercising such opposition, and we were bound 
to take sec-urities, in view of any future interests wo might wish to acquire in the 
neutral zones, that her influence and her special position should not he utilized to 
the detriment of those interests. Tehran governed Persia, and it was this fact 
that we must bear in mind for the future, M. Tsvolsky seemed to understand 
this point of view, as he remarked that he still ditl not comprehend why 
Russia should be asked to debar herself from opposing any concessions t 4 > 
third Powers, which if granted might prove injuriotiH to Russian comraercia! 
interests. His Excellency took up a map and pointed out to me how it 
might be possible for Germany for instance, to endeavour to secure branch lines 
from the Bagdad railway into the neutral zones. Was Russia to be prevented, if 
she thought such concessionB detrimental to her interests, from raising d)j©ctions 
to them? I observed that we did not ask that Russia should be excluded from 
absolutely raising objections or opposition. We bad carefully inserted the clause 
“without previous arrangement with Great Britain." 

His Excellency said that he quite understood tfiat, but suppose that Russia 
wished to oppose the grant of a concession to a third Power, while Great Britain 
was in favour of such a grant; a conflict of opinion would immediately arise, not 
only between Russia and Great Britain, but also with the third Power, which would 
cause a troublesome and perplexing situation. As regards third Powers, he was not 
in favour of their being specialy mentioned. I sa^ that I was then to understand 
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that he desired a reciprocal arrangement between Great Britain and Eussia not to 
oppose the grant in the neutral zones of concessions either to Great Britain or 
Eussia as the case might be, and that we should omit all reference to third Powers. 
M. Isvolsky said that at first sight this was his personal view, but he begged me 
not to take it as a settled opinion. He must ask for a little time to study the 
ifuestion before pronouncing on it. I said that of course I had no wish to bind him 
in any way, and I then proceeded to Article H. 

I said that we should like a clause inserted that existing concessions in the 
respective zones of Great Britain and Eussia should be maintained. This, I observed, 
did not affect the transfer to Eussian and British control respectively of the 
Tehran-Meshed and Meshed-Nasratabad telegraph lines. This transfer should be 
effected by an exchange of Notes which must be signed simultaneously with the 
signature of the Convention. M. Isvolsky made no remarks on this proposal; and 
I then let him read the two concluding paragraphs of the Aide-mSmoire to which 
I said presumably no objection would be raised. 

His Excellency thanked me for the communication, and said that he would 
study it carefully, and that he would examine it with the sincerest desire of arriving 
at an agreement. He hoped to give me a reply to the points which I had raised 
at no distant date. 

Before leaving M. Isvolsky I said that I hoped that he would shortly let me 
have the views of the Eussian Government in regard to Afghanistan, as it would 
be necessary after we had received them that we should consult with the Ameer, 
and this would take a little time. His Excellency said that he was occupying himself 
with this question, which was one of importance, and he promised to let me have 
a reply without undue delay, but it was not a matter which could be settled in a 
few days. I remarked that I hoped that we should be able to arrange matters before 
I took my summer holiday about the end of June. M. Isvolsky said he had every 
hope that there would be no difficulty in our reaching a conclusion before that date. 

I telegraphed a short summary of my conversation and of my impressions in 
my telegram No. 42 of to-day’s date.(*) » 

I have,' &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 395. 

Aide-mAmoire. 

Draft Convention in regard to Persia communicated hy the Imperial 

Russian Government. 

St. Petershurgh, March 10, 1907. 

Preamble. 

His Britaxmic Majesty’s Government accept the Preamble. 

Aetiolb I. 

The Draft Convention proposes that the Eussian line should run from “Kasri 
Chinn traveiaant Isfahan, Yesd et Xakh et aboutissant a la fronti&re Afghans pr&s 
du bourg de Ktihsan.” His Majesty’s Embassy begs to point out that in the 
preamble it is stated that “les Gouvernements de Grande Breta^e et Eussie 
reconnaissent mutuellement que chacun d’eux .... a un int6ret special de 
wtitintoTtir la paix et I’ordre dans certaines provinces de la Perse contigues ou 
voiEbi6S i 1& frontier© Iltifis© d'^tui© ©t ftux frouti&rBS d© 1 AfgliB/Xiist©iL ©t d© 

Beloudjistan de I’aulare . . . .” It was therefore not understood that Eussia 
desired that a portion of her zone should be contiguous with Afghan territory, as 

(*) [Not reproduced,] 
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would be the case if her line terminated at the point mentioned in the Drat’ 
Convention. Moreover Great Britain is responsible for the external relations of 
Afghanistan and is obliged not only by treaty with the Ameer but also by 
Article VI of the Persian Treaty of 1857 to undertake the settlement of all frontier 
and other questions arising between Persia and Afghanistan. It. is, therefore, clear 
that the introduction of another Power having special interests on tlie Perso-Afghan 
frontier would tend to complicate matters and defeat tlu' only object of the 
Convention. 

His Majesty’s Embassy is therefore instructed to request that the liussian line 
should terminate at Zulficar on the northernmost extiH'iuity of Afghanistan and not 
at a point on the Afghan frontier near Kulisan. His Majesty’s Embassy desires to 
say that His Majesty’s Government attach great importance to this matter. 

His Majesty’s Embassy wishes to inform tlu' Imperial Hussian Governmonr 
that His Majesty’s Government originally intended to request that the town of 
Teheran, as the capital and seat of the Legations, should form a neutral emdave in 
the Eussian zone. His Majesty’s Government are however prepared to make a 
most important concession by waiving this {wint; but on the understanding that 
Eussia undertakes not to oppose, without previous arrangement with Great Britain, 
any grant of concessions in the neutral zones of Persia to British subjects or to 
those of third Powers, His Majesty’s Embassy does not doubt that the Imperial 
Eussian Government will have no diflnailty in giving the undertaking above 
mentioned. 


Article II. 

His Majesty’s Embassy would wish that a c*.lauH(' be inserted stating that all 
existing concessions are maintained. At tlu' same time His Majesty’s Embassy 
requests that the e.ontrol of the Telegraph line from Meshed to h'asratabad be 
transferred to Great Britain and is ready to agree that the control over the 
Tehran-Meshed telegraph line be transferred to Russia. The transfer shall be 
effected by an ejechango of notes, to be signed simultaneously with the Convention. 

His Majesty’s Embassy desires that the last paragraph of Article IT be 
amplified: and suggests the following addition should be made "it is equally 
understood that the revenues of the Persian customs of Earsisfan and the Persian 
Gulf as well as those of the Caspian Fisheries and of posts and telegraphs shall be 
devoted as in the past to the sendee of loans enmduded by the Government of the 
Shah with the Imperial Bank of Persia.’’ 

His Majesty’s Embassy desires to mention one more point. If there he any 
question of non-payment of eoupons and of the possibility of controllers being 
established over customs or other pledged revenues in the respective zones. Great 
Britain would he, prepared to undertake the collection and remission to Eussia of 
the due proportion of customs revenues which may he affected to Russian loans in 
the British zone, if the Imperial Government would agree to a similar arrangement 
as regards the revenues in the Russian zone which may he pledged to British loans. 

St. Petershurej, Febnmrt/ ‘iBfMarch 10, 1907. 

MINUTE. 

jae msmforandulm is all right with tha exception of the sentence relating to the oonceanionH 
of third parties in the neutral sone which has siaoe been oorreoted by telegraph. 

0. H. 

E. G. 
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No. 396. 

Hit Edward Grey to Sir A. NicoUon, 

F.O. 871/869. Foreign Office, March 11, 1907 

Tel (No. 85.) D. 3‘63 p.m. 

Your iel[egram] No. 42. (^) Persian Convention. 

We are only interested that British Concessions should not be opposed in neutral 
zone without previous agreement with us and would be ready to give a reciprocal 
engagement. We would be therefore satisfied with the first sentence of the paragraph 
number 3 of the impressions derived from your conversation with M. Isvolsky. 

(^) fNot rnproduccd. It gives Sir A. Nioolson’s impressions, derived from conversation with 
M. Isvolski, on the probable attitude of the Bussian Government to the Persian Convention. The 
first part of Iho telegram considers agreement likely. Paragraph 3 however runs as follows : 
" That they will agree to not opposing Concessions in neutral zones, if engagement is reciprocal 
and limited to British and Russian Concessions. He does not like to tie his hands as to not 
t;ppoaing Concessions to third Patties, though I pointed out that he was not debarred from 
opposing such Conoessions if he came to a previous arrangement with us.”] 


No. 397. 

Sir A. l^icolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

b\0. 371/869. 

(No. 182.) St. Petershurgh, D. March 13, 1907. 

Sir, N. March 18, 1907. 

1 informed M, Isvolsky to-day that with reference to the grant of concessions 
to third Powers in the neutral zones of Persia, my Government would be satisfied 
if an undertaking were given by the Bussian Government that they would not, 
without previous arrangement with Great Britain, oppose British concessions in the 
above-mentioned localities. We, on the other hand, would if the Bussian 
Government so desired it, be willing to give a similar engagement as regards Bussian 
concessions. M. Isvolsky seemed to be quite in accord with such an arrangement, 
and said that he hoped to be very shortly in a position to communicate a reply to 
the observations which T had handed to him on the Bussian Draft Convention. He 
added that the military authorities were examining the question as to the Bussian 
line terminating at Zulficar, but he did not appear to consider that there would be 
any difficulty in arranging that point in accordance with the desires of His Majesty’s 
■Govemment. 

I venture to submit for your consideration a rough draft of an annexe [sic] to 
the Cionvention with respect to the transfer of the control over the two telegraph lines 
between Meshed and Tehran and Meshed and Nasratabad. I think that it would be 
well if the Draft Annexe were to be communicated to Mr. Isvolsky instead of awaiting 
a proposal from the Bussian Govemment. 

I have, Ac. 

A. NIGOLSON. 

Enclosure in No. 397. 

Draft Annex to the Convention as to Persia in regard to the transfer of the control 
over the telegtafh lines between Tehran and Meshed and between Meshed and 
Nasratabad. 

The Governments of Great Britain and Bussia having signed this day a 
Gonvention in respect to their interests in Persia, hereby agree that the supervision 
(control) of the telegraph line between Teheran and Meshed as at present exercised 
by the British telegraph service shall he transferred to the Bussian telegraph servicp 
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and that the supervision (control) of the telegraph line between Meshed and 
Nasratabad as at present exercised by the Russian telegraph service shall be 
transferred to the British telegraph service. All arrangements whatsoever which 
may have been made with the Persian telegraph Administration as to the upkeep 
and general working of the two telegraph lines in question shall be taken over by 
the Russian and British telegraph services respectively. The British signallers, 
guards and other British employes on the telegraph line between Teheran and Meshed 
and the Russian signallers, guards and other Russian employes on the telegraph 
line between Meshed and Nasratabad shall be respectively withdrawn on the transfer 
of the supervision (control) of the two lines being effected. 


No. S98. 


Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Greij. 

F.O. 371/369. 

(No. 141.') St. Petershurgh, D. March 16, 1907. 

Sir, R. April 2, 1907. 

1 notice that in the Russian Draft Convention regarding Persia, besides 
specifying the nature of the concessions which each Power should abstain from 
seeking in the zone of the other, the Russian Government have stated that 

engages not to seek for her own account, or on behalf of 

l^sian favour of subjects of third Powers any concessions, etc.” 

The words underlined are an intorpolation which, perhaps, you may have wished to 
see retained. 

Although M. Isvolsky objected to the mention of third Powers when dealing 
with the attitude which the two Governments should respectively assume towards 
concessions and in the neutral zones of Persia, I venture to submit that it might 
be desirable to maintain the reference to third Powers in treating of the British 
and Russian zones, as it would exclude the possibility of the Russian Government 
hereafter favouring the introduction of foreign enterprize into the British zone. I 
trust you will forgive me for bringing this point to your notice, and doubtless it had 
already been remarked by you, Wt I desire to be quite sure that you admit the 
addendum. 

With respect to the ” neutral zones,” I would propose to submit to M. Isvolsky 
the following Draft, or words to the same effect, of an Article III. 

“Russia, on her part, further engages not to oppose, without previous 
arrangement with Great Britain, any grant of concessions to British subjects 
in the regions of Persia outside of the lines mentioned in Articles I and 11. 
Great Britain undertakes a similar engagement as regards the grant of 
concessions to Russian subjects in the afore-mentioned regions of Persia. 

“ All the existing concessions within the lines mentioned in Articles I 
and II are maintained.” 


It might, perhaps, be well to avoid any mention in the Convention of ” zones” 
or “ spheres,” and I have therefore ventured to suggest the above wording, 

Ajdiicle IV would refer to the customs and other pledged revenues, and I submit 
the following as a Draft for Article V. 

“If there should be any question of the non-payment of coupons, and 
of the possibility of controllers being established over customs or other pledged 
revenues in the regions within the lines mentioned in Article n, Great Britain 
would be pre^Mued to underteJre the collection and remission to Baima of tho 



443 


due piopoi'tion of such, revenues ss may be affected to the service of loans- 
contracted by the Government of the Shah in Eussia. 

In similar^ circumstances, as regards customs and other pledged revenues 
in the regions within the line mentioned in Article I, Eussia would be prepared 
to undertake the collection and remission of the due proportion of such revenues 
as may be affected to the service of loans contracted by the Government of the 
Shah with the Imperial Bank of Persia.” 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 399. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

P.O. 371/869. 

(No. 158.) 

Sir* Foreign Office, March 16, 1907. 

I lately expressed to the French Amb[assado]r the desire that, in view of the 
agreement concluded between Great Britain and Eussia relative to advances to the 
Persian Gov[emmen]t, the French Gov[ernmen]t should discourage French banka 
from lending money to Persia at least without the previous concurrence of H[is] 
M[ajeBty’8’] and the Eussian Gov[ernmen]ts. 

On the 8th inst[ant] M. Gambon called at this Office and left a memorandum(^) 
to the effect that the French Gov[ernmen]t had received this request with favour 
and that the Minister of Finance would take such steps as might be possible in 
French financial circles to give effect to my desire. 

[I am, &e. 

E. GEEY.] 


(*) [Not reproduced.] 


No. 400. 

Sir A. Nicolsan to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, March 17, 1907. 

F.O. 871/869. D. 8 p.m. 

Tel, (No. 46.) E. 10-30 p.m. 

Persia Convention. 

In Articles I and n I notice that in Eussian text Great Britain and Eussia 
are r|*g)eotively to engage not to support concessions in favour of subjects of third 
in the zone or the other. Perhaps you would wish this reference to the 
tMrd parties maintained as regards our special zones, as it would preclude Eussia 
frwtn favonring foreign enterprise in our zone. As we did not mention it in our 
text, I venture to inquire. 


No. 401. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

P.O. 871/869. , , „ 

Tel. (No. 89.) - Foreign Office, March 18, 1907. 

* ironir tel[egram] No. 46. Persia Convention. 

We wish reference to third parties maintained as regardb concession in our 
respective special zones, as stated in Artficle^s 1 and 2 of Eussian text. 
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No. 402. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Spring-Riee. 

F.O. 371/369. Foreign Office, March 20. 1907. 

Tel. (No. 30.) ' D. TIO p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 58. Secret. (') 

Eussian Gov[erninen]t would be urlikely to consent to inserliou in .S.grppment 
of clause such as you suggest. 

I have requested Sir A. Nicolson to ascertain from Eussian (iov[ernmpn]t what 
steps they would be prepared to take on behalf of the i^il in case of necessity and 
whether they would be willing to give, either to Ilfis’] lEfajesty's] (Ifovernment] 
or to the Zii himself any assurances on the subject. 

It would be better to say nothing to the Zil till we learn the re.sult of these 
enquiries. 

(') [Not reproduced. This tclf{>r»nt asked for a pledge fr<im the Eus,sitiu Onvcrmiii'iit that the 
?IiU-oR-Sultau, who hud u’oi'ked fur liritish inti'ri'sis, slioiiM lint sntTer if Ispiihim ciiine under 
Buflsian influence.] 


No. 4t)8. 

Sir /I. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/369. 

(No. 156.) St. Petershurgh, 1). March 25, JS)07. 

Sir, ■ B. April 2. 1907. _ 

M. Isvolsky told me this morning that he was now in a position to coiuinunicate 
to me the measures which the Eussian Government propose to adopt, should the 
situation in Persia become acute, for the protection of Eussian interests in that 
country. The main points, to his mind, were to safeguard that, the customs 
revenues pledged to the service of the Eussian loans were not diverted from their 
purpose; and also to show by a practical demonstration that Eussia would not 
permit her interests to be endangered. The Eussian Government wore fully 
determined to abstain from all intervention in the internal affairs, and would take 
no steps unless tho circumstances iraporatively called for some action. At the same 
time, it was well to be prepared for contingonces, and he wished to hand me a 
Pro Memorid, of which I have the honour to enclose herewith a copy, detailing the 
measures which were contemplated. He wished to act in complete accord with 
His Majesty’s Government in all matters concerning Persia, and he would, therefore, 
be glad to know what stops they proposed to take on their side. I would observe 
that the measures proposed by the Eussian Government were limited, in case of 
necessity, to the occupation of certain customs in the north of Persia. He asked 
me to tell him my opinion as to the steps which the Eussian Government proposed 
to take, and whether I thought that they would create a salutary impression on the 
Persian population. 

I told His Excellency that I was a little puzzled to pv® an opinion, and that 
I would prefer to await your views. Personally it seemed to me that the measures 
would he practical for the purposes for which they were intended and I hoped that 
they would, if employed, impress the population. Sir C. Spring-Eice, who was on 
the spot, was, I knew, of opinion that , abstention should be observed to the last 
possible moment, and that half-measures', if any measures were reqttired, would do 
more harm than good. 

M. Isvolsky said he could assure me, as he had done on previous occasions, 
that nothing but urgent necessity would induce the Eussian Government to take 
any measures at all. What, he enquired, did I think that my Government would 
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do.’ 1 Bftid that I believed that we were disposed to do no more than afEord 
[•rotection to tlie southern ports. Would we, he asked, also occupy customs-houses?' 
1 said I could give him no reply to that point, but that doubtless I would receive 
your views when you had studied the memorandum which he had given me. 

I have, &e. 

A. NICOLSON. 

Enclosure in No. 403. 

Pro-memorid. 

La situation dans les provinces septentrionales de la Perse devenant de plus 
en plus inquifitante, le Gouvernement Imperial a du envisager la possibilite d’un 6tat 
de choses tel qu’il constitxierait une menace directe aux intSrIts de la Eussie et 
n^cessiterait la mise i execution de meaures effectives pour la sauvegarde de ces 
interets. 

Apr&s mflre r4flpxion il a 4t4 reconnu que dans le eas de besoin urgent il y aurait 
lieu a ro(!(‘Uj)atiou mann militari de quelques douanes persanes sur notre frontiere 
de terre, ainsi que sur le littoral de la mer Caspienne, afin de garantir le service 
r4gulier de I'amortissement des obligations p6cuniaires du Gouvernement Persan 
envera la Russip. Les points que nous nous proposons d’occuper eventuellement 
seraient DJoulfa, Astara, Enzeli, Mechedesser et Bender Ghiaz; ^ cet effet des 
contingents de troupes se tiendront pr4ts pour Stre dirigSs sur les points indiques, 
d^B que la ndcossitfi se pr4sentera. 

Le Gouvernement Imperial se fait un devoir d’en informer au prealable le 
Cabinet de Londres en le priant de vouloir bien lui communiquer les decisions que 
I’Angleterre croira nficessaire de prendre de son c6t4, en vue d’4tablir un accord 
eomplet dans Paction des deux puissances. 


No. 404. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Qrey.O 

F.O. 871/869. 

{No. 178.) St. Petersburgh, D. April 2, 1907. 

Sir, E. April 15, 1907. _ 

I have the honour to transmit herewith, a private letter which I received this 
afternoon from M. Isvolsky enclosing a Pro Memorid embodying the reply of the 
Russian Government to the Memorandum which I commurdcated to His Excellency 
on 10th of March, (®) and of which I forwarded a copy in my despatch No. 125 
of the flwne date, in regard to the Convention which it is proposed to conclude with 
reference to the respective interests of Great Britain and Russia in Persia. 

The chief point, as M. Isvolsky observes, is that the Russian Government 
would be prepared to meet the wishes of His Majesty’s Government that the Russian 
line should terminate at Zulfioar, when they have received certain explanations on 
one or two points. It is true that the Russian reply is a little more guarded than 
I have stated, but I think that it can be taken for granted that in principle they have 
a« 3 oeded to our request on that important point. 

I understand that the remarks made in point 2 of the Pro Memorid in regard 
to concessions in the neutral zones, are merely mentioned in order to have consigned 
to writing the verbal assurances which I gave to M. Isvolsky on March 13, and 
which 1 reported in my despatch No. 132 of that date.(") I presume that there will 


(>) [Tel. No. 67 from Sir A. Nicolson of April 2, 1907, D. 9 p.m., B. 10'16 p.h., gave a. 
summary of thia despatch.] 

(*) fv. Kupra, pp. 489-40, No. 895, sncZ.] 

[v. supra, p. 441, No. 897.] 
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be no objection to adopting this course when a reply is given to the Pro MemoriA 
which I am transmitting. 

No mention is made of the transfer of the telegraph lines, or of the maintenance 
of the existing concessions, or as to the addendum requested to Article II of the 
Russian Draft Convention as to the revenues which are pledged to the services of 
British loans to Persia. I do not anticipate any difficulty on those points. 

I telegraphed the substance of the Pro Momorid in my telegram No. 57 of 
to-day’s date. 

I have, &e. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 404. 

M. Isvolski to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Mon cher Ambassadeur, April 2, 1907. 

Je m’empresse de vous faire tenir ci-joint notre pro-memorid en rfiponse Ik votre 
derniSre communication au sujet de la Perse. Ce n’est pas encore une rdponse 
definitive mais, comme vous verrez, sur le point principal nous sommes prSts Ik allor 
au devant de vos ddsirs. 

Votre sine&rement dSvond, 

IBVOLRKY. 


J^lncloBure 2 in No. 404. 

Pro-Memorid communicated by Russian Government. 

St. Pctcrshurffh, April 2, 1907. 

Vu rimportanue majeure que le Gouv[ernomenjt Anglais attache h ce que la 
ligne frontiSre de la sphere d’influence prlsumde de la Russie on Perse aboutisse 
non pas & Kuhsan, mais Ik Zulficar, ot afin de donner au Cabinet de St. James 
une preuve indiscutable de aa fermo decision d’arriver & uno entente solide entre 
les deux Etats, le Gouv[ern6men]t Imperial pourrait se declarer prSt & aller au 
devant de ce ddsir. Nfianmoins, avant de donner une rdponse definitive tant sur 
ce sujet que sur les autres questions touchles dans I’aide-mdmoire anglais du 
25 ffivrier/lO mars, le Ministbre Impdrial ddsirerait dclaircir les points suivanta 
des propositions contenues dans cet aide-mdmoire : — 

1. L’Ambassade Britannique y exprime le ddsir que dans le cas de non- 
payement des coupons des emprunts persans et de I'institution d’un contrdle sur les 
douanes ou sur d’ autres sources de revenus, engagdes dans les zones respeotives, la 
Grande Bretagne se charge de percevoir et de venter Ik la Bussie les sommes qui 
lui seraient dues sur les revenus dans la sphdre anglaise affectds Ik I’amortissement 
des emprunts conclus en Bussie, et que la Bussie, de son c6td, prenne un eni^gement 
analogue en ce qui regarde les revenus dans la sphdre russe affectds aux payements 
Ik faire Ik I’Angleterre. A ce propos il est Ik prendre en considdration que le droit 
de contrfile sur les douanes persanes en cas d’irrdgularitds dans I’amortissement 
des emprunts conclus en Bussie appartient & cet dtat en vertu d'un oontrat pt^ 
avec le Gouv[ememen]t Persan. Il est indispensable, en consdquenoe, de rdsoudre 
au prdalable la question de savoir si oe droit pent dtre cddd Ik a’autres, ou bien si 
le Gouv[emem6n]t Persan pent se oroire fondd Ik protester centre une pareflle 
transa^on. Bn outre, le Gouv[ememen]t Impdrial ne saurait se prononoer 
ddfinitivement dans cette question avant d’dtre renseignd d’une fa^n exacts sur les 
droits acquis en Perse sous ce rapport par le Gouv[ememen]t Anglais, a&Q de 
pouvoir se former une id^ nette des obligations qu’il aMumerait en aooeptant la 
dite tmnsaction. 



447 


2. L Ambassade sugg^ra que le Gouv[ernemen]t Biisse b’ engage a ne pas 
sopposer, sans s^&tre prialablement entendu avec le Gouv[ernemen]t Anglais, a ce 
q[U6 des concessions quelconques soient donnees dans la zone neutre a des sujets 
britaxmiqueB ou i cenx de Puissances tierces. La redaction de cette clause etant de 
nature k donner lieu k des interpretations difiEerentes, il serait peut-etre desirable 
d'ornettre complfetement^ dans ce passage les mots qui se rapportent aux sujets de 
Puissances tierces, ainsi que Pa propose verbalement Sir Arthur Nicolson. II va 
de soi» du rests, que la Eussie ne pourrait prendre un pareil engagement qu’a titre 
de reciprocity de la part de TAngleterre. 

MINUTE. 

Nothing nu^ro will be done till we get the Buesian views as to Afghanistan. "We may then 
have to consider each question in the light of the other. 

E. G. 


No. 405. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/869. 

{No. 177.) St. Petersburffh, D. April 4, 1907. 

Sir, E. April IS, 1907. 

1 told. M. Isvolsky yesterday that I had telegraphed to you the substance of 
the Pro Memorid which he had communicated to me in regard to Persia, and of 
which I had forwarded a copy in my despatch No. 173 of the 2nd instant, (^) and that 
I was glad to see that in principle the Eussian Government were prepared to accept 
the mo^fioation which Hie Majesty’s Government desired in respect to the tracing 
of the Russian line. His Excellency observed that as the chief point was practically 
arranged, he trusted that there would be no diflS-culty as to the other points raised 
in the Russian Pro Memorid and which were of a technical nature. I would 
doubtlefls understand that he had not been able to give a definite reply as to 
the terminus of the Russian line until all other points were cleared up. He added 
that he was examining the best method for arranging the question of the telegraph 
linos, and he appeared to have understood that a transfer was the sole solution. I 
do not anticipate that any difllculty will arise on that point. 

T have. &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

(1) [o. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 406. 

. Foreiffn Office to India Office. 

P.O. 871/869. 

gir Foreign Office, April 6, 1907. 

’ With r6f[6reEce] to previous correspondence relative to the proposed Anglo- 
Rttssian A^eement with regard to Persia now in course of negotiation, I am directed 
by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to tr[ansmit] to you herewith copy of a despatch from 
Hfis] M[ajesty’s] Ambassador at St. Petersburg containing certain observations 
and suggestions H[is] E[xcellency] desires to offer in connexion with the draft 
Convention suhmitt^ by the Eussian Gov[emmen]t, copy of which formed the 
enclosure in my letter of Feb[ruary] 28. (^) , , , , t 

With regard to the first paragraph of Sir A. Nicolson s despatch, I am to inform 
you that Sir E. Grey has already informed E[is] E[xcellency] that H[i8] M[ajesty’s] 

(1) [v, BUpraf pp. 432-8, No. 389, end. and min.'] 
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G[overnnieiit] desire the reference to third parties as regards concessions in the 
British and Eussian special zones to he maintained. This information, which was 
conveyed to Sir A. Nieolson in Sir E. Grey's tel[egram] No. 39 of the 18th ult[imo], 
had not reached H[is] Efxcellency] at the time when his despatch was written. A 
copy of the telegram in question is enclosed. (") 

On the 11th ult[imo] Sir E. Grey addressed a telfogi-am] to Sir A. Nieolson 
(No. 35), (^) copy of which was forwarded to you the same day, stating that H[is] 
M[ajeaty’Bi G[overnmen]t wero only interested that: British concessions should not 
be opposed in the neutral zone witliout previous agreement: with them, and that they 
were willing to give a reciprocal engagement on this point. 

The draft of an Art[iclp] 111 proposed by Sir A. Nieolson is intended to give 
effect to the view of H[is] 'Mfajesty's] G[overnmont] on this (pieation. Sir E. Grey 
considers it satisfactory in principle, but would prefer to suhstituto the words “same 
regions” for the words “afore-mentioned regions of Persia” at the end of the 
first paragraph, which would, in his opinion, improve the language of the Article 
without altering its sense. 

He would accordingly propose, subject to the concurrence of Jfr. Recretary 
Morley, to authorise Rir A. Nieolson In submit Ibis draft to the Eussian TMinister 
for F[oreign] A[ffairB] with the slight verbal alteration above indica1;e(l. 

Sir E. Grey concurs in Rir A. Nicolson’s view that it would be well to omit 
from the text of the propoae.d Agreement any spetsific referonee to “zones” or 
“ spheres.” 

Sir E. Grey is of opinion that Rir A. Nicolson’s proposed draft of an Article V 
represents, in principle, the views of Tiffs'] Mfajesty’s] Ofovernment] on the point 
with which it deals. TTo would prefer, however, to omit from it any mention of 
the possible establishment of controllers of the one nationality ovtm customs or 
pledged rsvenues in the sphere of flu' other T’ower, a eonfingem’y for wliich 
specific provision is made in the loan agreements concluded by the Imperial Bank 
of Persia with the Persian Govfernmen'Jt. TTe would further suggest that the idea 
embodied in the article would he mon* precisely expressed if the following wording 
were substituted for that submitted by Rir A. Nieolson : — 

“In case of the non-payment of the. interest on loans contracted by the 
Gov[ernmen]t of the Rhah in Russia, Great Britain would be prepared to 
undertake the collection and remission to the Russian Govfernmenjt of the 
due proportion of the customs receipts or other revenues pledged to the service 
of such loans in the regions within tlu' lines meiitiont>d in Artficle] II. 

“In similar circumstances, Russia would be prepared to undertake the 
collection and remission to Ilia Britannic Majesty’s Oovfemmenjt of the due 
proportion of the customs receipts or other revenues pledged to the service of 
the loans, contracted by the Gov[ornmen]t of the Rhah with the Imperial 
Bank of Persia, in the region within the lines mentioned in Artficle] I.” 

Sir E. Grey proposes, if Mr. Morley should see no objection,' to authorise 
Sir A. Nieolson to submit to M. Isvolski the draft of an article in these terms. 

[I am, &C.3 

E. GCORST] 

fv, mpra, p, 448, No. 401.] 

(*) supm^ p, 441, No. 895. ] 
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No. 407. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

h\0. 371/369. 

(No. 182.) St. Petersiurgh, D. Afril 7, 1907. 

Sir, E. April 15, 1907. 

I had the honour to receive your despatch No. 136 of the 2nd instant, 
transmitting copy of a letter from the Admiralty in regard to the measures which 
might be taken for the protection of British interests in the Persian Gulf.(^/ As 
M. Isvolsky will doubtless expect a reply in writing to the Aide M4moire which he 
communicated to me, and a copy of which I transmitted in my despatch No. 156 
of iVlareh 25, (®) I venture to enclose the Draft of an Aide Mimoire which I might hand 
to His Excellency should its terms meet with your approval. I think that it would 
be unnecessary to enumerate the ports to which ships of war might be despatched, 
and I have therefore given a very general statement on that head. I have als.! 
not specified the character of the protective measures, but should M. Isvolsky again 
ask me if His Majesty’s Government would, in case of necessity, be prepared to 
seize {’.iistoms Houses, I would propose to reply that the naval commanders would 
be allowed latitude as to the nature of protection which the circumstances might 
require and would be authorized to adopt that which seemed to them to be the most 
practicable and feasible. 

I should be grateful if you would kindly inform me by telegraph of your views 
as to my draft .4idc. M4moire, and of any modifications which you would desire me 

to introduce. ^ , 

I have, dec. 

A. NICOLSON. 

Enclosure in No. 407. 

Aide-memoire for communication to the Russian Government. 

His Majesty’s Embassy had the honour to receive the Aide Mimoire which the 
Imperial Russian Gov[ernmen]t were good eiiough to communicate on the 1^26 
March 1907 in regard to the measures which in case of urgent necessity would be 
taken for the protection of Russian interests in Persia. The Im^nal Russian 
Government requested to be informed of the measures which His Majesty s 
Government might be disposed, in similar circumstances, to adopt. 

His Majesty’s Embassy begs leave to state that in case of serious emergency 
mi in the event of the Hves and interests of British subjects being gravely 
endangered, Hie Majesty’s Government would be prepared to despatch ships of war 
rSouthem ports of Persia, and in the Persian Gulf to afford such measures of 
protection as the circumstances might demand. His Majes^ s Einbassy understands 
Siat the Imperial Russian Government are in accord with His Majesty s Government 
that active Lasures should, if possible, be avoided and only adopted in circumstances 
of serious urgency and after previous communication between the two Governments. 

(1) [Not reproduced.] 

(2) [u. siipro, pp. 444^5, No. 403, and enol.] 


No. 408. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersiurgh, D. April 10, 1907. 
(No. 190.) ji. j^^ril 15, 1907. 

T Annnired of M Isvolsky to-day whether he could tell me if the Russian 
Govern^rt^M be dispos'ed to Ve some assurances with the ^object of 

[16942] 
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trauquiilising liie mind of tho Zil-os-Sulf,n,ii as to liis future. His I'lxcoliency said 
that t-ho Eussiaii Government were quite prepared to eonvey to Hia Iliglmo.sa 
asHurancea similar to those which T had mentioned to him in my private letter of 
the 12/25 March, and a copy of which 1 had the honour to enclose in my despatcdi 
No. 156 of the same date.(’) M. Javolsky added tliul the assurances would be 
conveyed direct to the Zil-es-Sultan. T asked him if I could take his communication 
as a settled matter, and His Rxcelleney replied In the aflirmative. 

1 telegraphe.d the above to you in my telegram No. 62 of to-thiy's datmt”' 

T have. iVc. 

A. Nl('(d,SON. 


(*) [Not reproduced, c/i. xiipn. p. 444, No. 40"J and note. Dcspntch No. I.'i.l of .Miuyh 25 
reported an interview between Sir A. NioolRon and M. lavolski, with reference to the piwilion of 
the Zil-es-Sultan. At M. Isvolski’a request Sir A. NieolHon addre$8od to him tlic follovinjj 
private letter : 

Sir dl. Nicolson to M. Itvohki. 

Mon uher Ministre. _ St. Pfitershurijh, Mareh 25, 1907. 

Me rdKrant k netre convorRiition de ce matin, void en deux niota.^et h (itre tout n fait 
privd, un court rteutnd de mes observations. Je serais hetirciix de savoir si le Oouvenieincat 
Impdrial dans lo cas ou la vie ou les biens du mil os Sultan ou de sa famille seront cn danger, 
aerait disposu k fairo quolques ddmarehes en sa favour, et ii dtinner dos naRuranccs k cut eilet k 
mon (rouvernement ou au Zil-es-Sultan lui-mdina, k condition liien entendu, que ce personnage 
reste toujoura fidde nu Scliah et aux institutions dc sou pa>,s. .Te me auis poniiis de vous 
expliquer ce matin los motifs de mes obaerviiUnna, qui out dtd suggi'rdes par rdventualiW dun 
accord sur la Perse. 

Veuiller., &o. 

A. NICOhSON. 

(“) [Nut reproduced.] 


No. 4()1>. 

»S'ir <'. S-pritig-Hici: to Sir Edward iirci/. 

¥.0. 371/870. 

(No. 60.) Tohrau, D. April 11. liiOT. 

Sir, 11. Man 1». I'-'O"- 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the mndpi on April 7 ill of copy of a draft 
ttojiveiition relative to Eoraa communktated by M. kvolaky on February 2().(') 

It ifi clear from tlm date and manner of tho communication that my opinion on 
this proposed arrangement is neither invited nor desired. At the same time it 
appears to be my duty as laid down in the King’s general instructions to advise you 
as to the probable effects of such au agreement upon Hritish interests in the country 
in which 1 reside, and where the Agreement is operative. 

I assume tliat the amendments desired t»y you are carried into effect and that 
Russia is debarred from eventually exercising control over the coast-line outside the 
Gulf and tho frontier adjacent to Afghanistan and Baluchistan, and also that British 
concessions lying within the Russian sphere are maintained. Some of these 
concessions, as the D’Arcy Oil concession, the Khanikin telegraph-line, and the 
Sultanabad-DizM road are not yet exploited, eitlier wholly or in part. I presume 
that British interests in this respect will be fully safeguarded and that it will be 
clearly laid down that not only are existing concessions to be maintained, and to 
be held entitled to the fullest diplomatic support, but that they can be renewed if 
BO desired. This point is of importance in view of the fact that while the concession 
of the Telegraph Company has been renewed to 1945 the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department’s concession expires in 1925 and should be renewed like that of the 
Company for another 20 years. It would also be of im|K>rtance to receive kmb© 


0 [e. tuprw, p. 482, No. 8^, 
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secuiitj the telegraph lines now being worked by British enterprise are not 
purchase by the Persian Government in order to be transferred to 

0 er hands. Another point which vitally interests British enterprise is that the 
ruBSian Bank should be precluded from acquiring the monopoly of the import of 
SI ver for coinage purposes which they demanded some years ago and which 'would 
rend^ nugatory the note monopoly enjoyed by the Imperial Bank. 

The right at present held by Great Britain of administering the quarantine 
service in South Persia is of great importance as if allowed to fall into other hands 
it would probably be exercised to the detriment of British trade. In view of the 
hostile attitude of Bussia and her Belgian agents, towards the British quarantine 
service it would be a wise precaution to secure her formal adhesion to a continuance 
of the present arrangement. 

With regard to the effect on popular opinion here of the publication of such an 
agreement as the present convention there cannot I think be any reasonable doubt. 
It will simply be regarded as a treaty for the partition of Persia. It will be observed 
that there is no formal and definite pledge as to the integrity and independence of 
Persia but merely a reference in the preamble to the existing engagements which 
arc, as is known, of an informal nature. It was hoped that any agreement between 
Eussia and England would contain a formal engagement to maintain these 
principles, and the resulting disappointment will be considerable. It will also be 
observed tliat the two Governments are animated by the desire *‘to maintain order 
throughout Persia and to establish equal advantages for trade;” that they 
recognize “their mutual interests in maintaining peace and order in certain 
provinces and that each pledges itself not to seek concessions within a certain 
zone which is reserved for the other. It will be concluded from these expressions 
that the two Governments arrogate to themselves the right of maintaining order 
in the Shah's dominions and also of acquiring exclusive concessions in certain 
provinces, which become a sort of special preserve. 

In view of the strong current of public opinion which now prevails and which 
is hostile to any foreign concession, or any species of foreign control, the publication 
of an agreement of such a nature as this, and couched in such terms cannot fail 
to produce a very strong impression. Any foreign country, not directly concerned 
in the Anglo-Eussian agreement would undoubtedly be able to reap considerable 
advantage from the odium which would certainly accrue to the contracting parties ; and 
they should be prepared for such an eventuality. It will be urged by those hostile 
to the influence of Eussia and England here — of whom there are many — that the 
two Empires have agreed together to connive at the acquisition of the widest possible 
rights, — “concessions of whatever nature political or commercial,” — ^by England 
or Eussia in by far the largest and richest part of the Persian Empire, mutually 
abandoning to one another the exclusive privilege of exploiting the assigned 
provinces. I consider it my duty to point out to you — what indeed is evident and 
has already been repeatedly brought to your notice — that public opinion in Persia 
will be deeply stirred by what will be regarded as a partition of the Empire and a 
claim to exercise control over the sovereign rights of the State, and that a great 
impetus will at once be given to the already existing anti-foreign sentiment, which 
has hitherto been kept in control, though with constantly increasing difficulty. And 

1 also beg to add that there is reason to fear that this feeling will be all the more 
bitter against England in proportion to the hopes which have been centred in her, 
and the belief in her friendly sentiments and sympathy, which have so long 
prevailed, especially among the popular classes, who have looked to the Liberal 
Government of England to protect them against the encroachments of Eussian 
autocracy. 

With regard to the practical value and effect of the agreement if concluded, 
I do not believe it will either accelerate or retard the advance of Eussia in this 
country. It is interesting, however, as giving an indication to what are Eussia's 
designs, namely to construct a line towards Herat by the route surveyed by 

[16942] 2 G 2 
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M. Lessar on the left bank of the Heri End to Kuhsan, to commence the line along 
the easy alignment towards the Gulf of Oman already surveyed via Kashan and 
Yezd, and to construct the connecting line between the Caucasian system and the 
Bagdad railway via Tabriz, Hamadan and Khanikin which is no doubt already 
agreed on with Germany. By the time these lines arc. finished the position of Eussia 
will be so strong that even if the convention has still some time to run, it will be 
a case for the application of Count Lamsdorff’s doctrine that “ when c-ircumstances 
are no longer the same, former agreements cannot, be considered as binding.” It 
will, however, be a matter of some difficulty for Russia to carry out this programme 
under her own authority. To judge by prcseiit appearances the Persian Government 
will resolutely refuse to grant any concessions whatever to foreigners. The 
Assembly will attempt to develop the resources of the country by assigning 
concessions to native companies which no doubt will seek fori'ign help, but will 
naturally be averse to applying directly either to Eussia or Groat Britain. But the 
alignment to be followed by railways or roads will probably bo decided by the 
power which possesses the control over the seat of tho Governmt'nt. There is no 
doubt which power it is. Eussia has given us a st'at on the saddle, but she sits 
in front and holds the bridle. You emphasize this point of view when yon t'xprosB 
the desire to neutralize the scat of Government. But T venture t.o point out that 
this can only be attempted by a series of provisions forbidding Eussia to advance 
money to the Government, or increase her guards, or organize the army under 
Eussian officers, or resort to the innumerable moans of influence, direct and 
indirect, of which she at present disposes. And I venture to add that even if 
Eussia consented to the insertion of such provisions in the convention, they would 
be useless. Nothing could be more abundant and precise than the series of self- 
denying provisions of this nature contained in the Corean agreements between 
Japan and Eussia of 1896 and 1898. But these did not prevent the Eussian officials 
on the spot from resorting to naval demonstrations, acquiring control of the Corean 
Government by flattery and menace, from attacking the Japanese Bank Note 
monopoly or from attempting to obtain possession of strategical positions and of 
the control of the coinage, mining rights, and general financial administration of 
the country. 

I venture to express the opinion that no pledge of this character would be of 
much value and that nothing will prevent Eussia from obtaining complete control 
over the Persian Government except the nssistance of Persia herself and her own 
reluctance to overcome that resistance by force. It appears evident that the Persian 
people will resist, nor will their resistance be diminished by tho fact that England 
will be held to have abandoned their cause. But we cannot expect that their 
resistance will be in the interests of Great Britain : and we cannot hope to obtain a 
ve^ favourable hearing to our own demands. I cannot but regard the situation of 
British interests in North Persia, and indeed over the whole Empire, as likely to 
be precarious after the conclusion of the agreement; and I trust that their owners 
will be warned to look for protection -not to Tehran but to 8t. Petersburg. 

Although in a sense the convention only recognizes what already exists, and 
what we cannot prevent, namely the immense preponderance of Eussia in northern 
Persia and in the capital, its publication will I think produce a considerable effect 
on the general situation. It will impl;? the definite withdrawal of England from the 
diplomatic struggle at Tehran on which the Persians have so long relied as the 
Mfeguard of their independence. And it will no doubt cause a feeling of fear and 
mdignation, which will very probably take the form of an appeal to other countries 
for assistance. It is not probable mat assistance will be granted in any practical 
form. The only hope for Persian independence lies not in foreign help, or treaties 
or conventions, but in the Persian people themselves and in their newly acquired 
^se of dignity and patriotism, and perhaps in the solidarity of all musanlmans. 
His Majesty’s Government can hardly desire to place themselves in public opposition 
to such a sentiment. But from what I hear I have good reason to believe tffiat the 
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agreement between England and Eussia will be classed with that between England 
aud France as an anti-mussulman combine, and that an appeal will be made to 
Mohammedan feeling all over the world. 

I venture therefore to suggest that simultaneously with the publication of the 
agreement such explanations will be publicly made as will show clearly what is 
the real object of the agreement and that it was never intended in any way to lead 
to the partition of the Persian Empire or the spoliation and enslavement of the 
Persian people. (=') 

I have, &c. 

CECIL SPEING-EICE. 

(*) [Two long minutes by Sir 0. Hardiuge and Sir E. Grey attached to this despatcsh, apparently 
written on May 14, 1907, sketched the lines of the reply finally sent on June 12. v. infra, pp. 470-1, 
No. 421. The interval was caused by consultation of the India Office.] 


No. 410. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O, 371/869. 

(No. 281.) Confidential. Constantinople, D. April 17, 1907. 

Sir, E. April 22, 1907. 

During last summer, when the Eussian Ambassador and myself were supporting 
the representations of the Persian Ambassador with a view to the settlement of the 
Turco-Persian frontier, we were suddenly informed by Prince Eiza Khan that the 
German Ambassador had offered him his support, and that while gratefully 
acknowledging His Excellency’s friendly offer. His Highness had pointed out that in 
case he failed to come to an understanding with the Porte, he would, in accordance 
with the Anglo-Eussian agreement of March 1865, have to refer the points in dispute 
to the decision of the Governments of England and Eussia. 

In the course of a recent conversation with the Eussian Ambassador, the 
conversation turned on the curious development given to the Turco-Persian 
negotiations by the introduction of Germany on the scene, as I had left here in 
September and had heard nothing more on the subject, I asked His Excellency if 
he knew why the German Ambassador had suddenly taken such interest in the 
question and offered the Persian Ambassador his good offices. 

Monsieur Zinoview, speaking confidentially, then proceeded to tell me that the 
Persian Ambassador had one day received a telegram from his Government, instructing 
him to ask for the assistance of the German Ambassador, that he had replied it was 
difficult to do so as the British and Eussian Ambassadors were the natural arbitrators, 
and that he had thereupon been told to appeal all the same for the good offices of the 
German, and keep his Government informed of the course of the negotiations. 

Monsieur Zinoview, who is on intimate terms with his Persian Colleague, went 
on to say that he had subsequently learnt that the telegrams, giving these instructions 
to Prince Eiza Khan, though signed by the Minister for Forei^ Affairs, were in 
Monsieur Naus’ private cypher and that there was no doubt it was one of this 
gentleman’s many intrigues to gain the support of Germany. Monsieur Naus had, 
as I knew, been a constant visitor at the German Embassy, during his stay here and 
as he was not only a born intriguer, but also a man of considerable resource, it was 
possible he had concocted some scheme with the new German Minister in Persia, 
Monsieur Btenrich [sic], quite regardless of the interest of Persia. 

Indeed he had gathered from a secret source that he had undertaken to settle 
the frontier question in such a favourable manner for Turkey as to justify the German 
Embassy, to’ whom the credit of the Settlement would be given, in demanding a 
recompense from the Sultan, which could take the shape of a coaling Station or lelandl 
on the Persian Gulf, 
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HiB Excellency said he had reminded the Persian Ambassador of the declaration 
made by Lord Lansdowne in the House of Lords in 1903 and that he had strongly 
censured the Persian Government for giving such liberty of action in political affairs 
to an official of Monsieur Naus’ stamp. 

His Excellency said he was not aware of any special activity by Geriuaii}' at the 
present moment to obtain a Port or Coaling Station on the Persian Gulf, but he 
thought it not unlikely that some sort of promise may have been made by the Sultan 
to give them an Island or Coaling Station in the Gulf in connection with the Bagdad 
Eailway. 

Ho said that if he got any further information on the subject he would not fail 
to let me know. 


MINUTES. 


I have. 

N. R. OTONOB. 


Prince. Kiza Khanka official and conflclentinl Btatementa are in direct convict. In the he 
says the Gemmn AmbaRfaad<i]r offered hia servieea which he declined and in the necond thao 
in spite of his advice to the contrary he was instrneted to appeal to the German AmhasfMadolr for 
his assistance. This does not lead one to thinlc that he is more trustworthy than mosi of his 
countrymen or that the story he tells is bas<al <m anything more, than pure eonjeetun*. M, Naus 
must have been well aware of the Anglo-Russian Agreement of March 1BB5 and is very tmlikely 
to have, tried such an ineffectual and rounclal)out way to h(dp Germany to gf‘t a footing on the 
Gulf. It is however quite likely that the Persian Govfernmou]t appealed to Germany in the 
hope that oven if it did not k‘a<1 to direct ri'sult it might at least stimulate the anxiety the 
British and Ihissian Govrerniuenlts to obtain u settlenumt satisfaetory to them. 

The Russian Ambasfsndo“jr thinks it not unlilady that the Germans have Ihe pn unse 
of coaling station in the Gulf from the Sultan. 

W. E. 

v\p. ‘in. 


We have been already warned that Germany might claim,, under Artficle] XVllI of her 
Treaty with Persia of .Juno 6, 387n, to tender her gmul ofliccs. The words arc ** Pour le <*aa ou la 
Perst^ serait impliqude duns im difidrend avec uno autre PuisHancu, Ic Gouv[ernemen]t d VMiemagna 
sc declare prdt ^ (‘mployer, sur la demande du Oouvfernamen]t de Sfa] Mrajest^] 
lo Shah, ses bans offices pour cotitribner k applunir le dilTereiul/’ 

It is curious to find the Bussian AmbiHfs«dn|r quoting to the Persian I.fOrd Lansdowne '« 
declaration of 

ll. F. M. 


Tht^ Russian.'^ cannot wisli to see Ch riuany obtain h feioting in the Persian Gulf.^ 

The whole story of thi.s allega'd intrigue un the pari <if M. Naus is very doubtful. 

F, A.r. 
24 Apl. 

^ Less nuw than ever. 

€. H. 

E. G. 


No. 41L 

Sir A. Nicobon to Sir Edward Orctf. 

F.O. S71/870, 

(No. 220.) St. Fetsrshurgh, D. AfrU 22, 1907. 

Sir, B. April 29, 1907. 

With reference to your despatclies Nob. IS4 and 155 of the 17th instant, (’) I have 
the honour to transnut herewith, copy of an Aide Mimmre which I oommonioated to 
M. Isvolsky this afternoon in reply to the Pro MemoriA of the Bussian Government of 
the 2nd instant, (*) respecting certain pomts in the Draft Convention oonoeming 
Bersia. 

(*) [TheBe despatobes enoiosed the correspondence between the Foretan Office wi 4die Is^ie 
Office upon Kos. SOS, 401 and 408 (supra, pp. 442-8, 448, and 444r-5), and desire Sir A NioolKMC to 
oonanimioate with M. IstoIsM ki the sens© of No. 406 (#«pro, pp. 447-8).] 

(*) supra, pp. 446-7, No. 404, »t»el. 2.] 
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I explained to His Excellency that I had drawn up Articles 8, 4, and 5 for the 
sake of convenience, and that it seemed to me that we were now practically very 
near the termination of the Convention respecting Persia. His Excellency agreed 
with me, and said that he must study the paper which I had left with him before 
giving a reply ; and there was still the question of the two telegraph lines. I observed 
that I had submitted a Draft declaration on that subject to him apd was awaiting his 
reply. (•’) He said that there were one or two points connected with that question 
which he would probably have to mention to me, but that he did not desire to enter 
upon it at this moment. 

I said that he would observe in the Draft Articles which I now commimicated no 
mention was made of “ zones ” or “ spheres,” as it was desirable to avoid employing 
those terms which might give rise to misapprehension. 

His Excellency appeared to agree with this view. 

I have, &c. 

A. NIOOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 411. 

Aide-memoire communicated A'pril 9/22, 1907. 

Hriel Mrajesty’s] Embassy had the honour to receive the Pro 
Imperial Kuasian Gov[ernmen]t dated the 20th March/2 april 19(H in rep y 
to the Aide M4moire which was communicated by H[is] M[ajesty s] Embassy on 
the 26 Eebfruaryl/lO March.(*} The Imperial Gov[ernmen]t points out in its above- 
mentioned W memoriA that the right of control over the Persian Customs, ™ ^^s® 
of non-payment of the coupons, has been ceded to the Eussian Gov[eri^en] y 
Virtue of a contract concMed with the Persian Gov[ernmen]t, and th®t therefore it 
is necessary to decide whether that right could be ceded to a third 
whether the Persian Gov[ernmen]t would be justified in 

transaction HfiBl Mrajesty’s] Embassy would beg leave to pomt out that &e party 
to whom the collection of the pledged revenues was intrusted 

as the Agent of the other, and it would therefore not appear that the Persian 
Gov[ernmen]t would have any right to object to such a Foceetog. 

The Imperial Gov[ernmen]t also desired to be informed as to what rights MLisj 
Mraiestv'sl Govrernmenlt possess of taking action in the event of the non payment 
of the interest on British Loans; and consequently what would be the responsAility 
taoul^ed by the Man Gov[ernmen]t should this contingency arise. H[is] 
Mraiesty’sl Embassy beg leave to observe that the loan contracts concluded by the 
Sm B^nk of Persia with the Persian Gov[emmen]t do not expressly provide 
Much a case, but the right of control in the event of non-payment may be held to 

. . ^ mrties” in regard to concessions in the 

nenSzones IHt]’M[ajeBty’s] Embassy's authorized to agree whh this omissmn 
Jnd^jrrecipSy to oppose, without a previous understandmg with 

Se BuBsian Gov[ernmen]t, the grant of concessions to Eussian subjects m those 

°®’*‘HrS''®MraieBtv’sl Embassy would, therefore, suggest the following articles 
the above subjects, and which would be numbered Article 3, 4 and 5 
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requested by H[i8] Mfajesty’s] GoT[ernmen]t, viz., that it should terminate at 
Zulfiear and not at a point near Kuhsan. 

Article 3. 

Russia, on her part, further engages not to oppose without previous arrange- 
ment with Great Britain, any grant of uoncessions to British Subjects in the regions 
of Persia outside of the lines mentioned in Articles I and II. Great Britain undertakes 
a similar engagement as regards the grant of concessions to Russian subjects in the 
same regions of Persia. 

All existing fonci'ssions within the lines mentioned in Articles I and II are 
maintained. 


Abtiole 4. 

It is understood that the revenues of aU the Persian Customs, witli the exception 
of those of Parsistan and of the Persian Gulf, guaranteeing the repayment and the 
interests of the loans concluded in Russia by the Government of the Shah shall be 
devoted to the same purpose as in the past. 

It is equally understood that the revenues of the Persian Customs of Parsistan 
and of the Persian Gulf, as well as those of the Caspian blsheries and of Posts and 
Telegraphs shall he devoted as in the past to the service of loans eontduded by the 
Government of the Shah with the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

Article 6. 

In the case of the non-payment of the interest on loans contracted by the Govern- 
ment of the Shah in Russia, Great Britain would be prepared to undertake the 
collection and the remission to the Russian Government of the due proportion of ^he 
Customs receipts or other revenues pledged to the service of such loans in the regions 
within the lines mentioned in Article II, 

In similar circumstances, Russia wou’d be prepared to undertake the collection 
and remission to His Britannic Majesty's Government of the due proportion of the 
customs receipts or other revenues pledged to the service of the loans contracted by 
the Government of the Shah with the Imperial Rank of Persia in the regions within 
the lines mentioned in Article T. 


MINUTES. 

M. Izvolsky probably intfinds to raiso the question of our control of the teleeraph line not 
3*tenaing into the Russian sphere. 

R. P. M. 

I think that Sir ('harles Hardingc is contemplating a deal by which our line would b© 
brought up to Zulfioar. 

Article HI. If this artiolp means that in the event of a Russian subject asking for a 
oonoession in the neutral zone to which we might object, we should not be at liberty to do so 
witoout first approaching the Russian 6ov[emmen]t witti a view to an agreement, but that if no 
agreement were arrived at, we should be at liberty to oppose, it is easy to defend. If it means 
Oiat, in the event of a Russian applying for a conversion which we don’t like, we may go to 
toe Russian Govfemmanjt and make an arrangement with them under which we may oppose it 
but that if we cannot agree about it, must acquiesce, then 1 think it is perhaps lees easy to 
a6i6B<i * 

We might substitute for the words " without previous arrangement ” the words " without a 
previous exchange of views " which is vaguer. I am aware that this cute both ways and that 
at present our position is better than the Russian position in toe neutral aone and that it is in 
soma respects more probable that we shall go ahead there than the Russians. But this is a 
dtoateable point and it might be argued that toe Russians wiU make a determined attenapt to 
undermine our position on toe Gulf— on toe whole I do not think that we should suffer by too 
change of words that I suggest. 

L. M. 

In my pinion toe wording “ witoout previous airangemeat ’* is the most advantagemis 
wording for British interests. Britito enterprise has undoubtedly much greater facilities to toe 
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Q^utirsl, zontB, winch is q ai. tv 

situation is greatly to the advantLe of Buasian enterprise. The geographical 

to the South. As regards thT lair so long aa there is no Russian railway 

between the west of our sphere and fhA T cB^use for alarm. The country 

character, chain after chain of rnnnn+oi'n frontier is of such a barren and mountainous 

North, that there need be no fear of diagonally across any railway route from the 

task as a railway to the S[outh] of pJrsia'^s^incI attempting such a gigantic 

possibly pay. The only possibility fm- o would be extremely costly and could not 

would have run diagonally from fyv ilway was long ago foreseen by the Bussians and it 
mountains, and would have terminated^firiPT? ’^alleys, between the ranges of 

being well within our sphere I ^honlrq route is now blocked by Charbar 

IntelVncG BepfartmeSt IdL^^A V to make quite sure, to consult the 

I thiBk Sir A. NiSi Sit LnW hi coB^ur with what I have stated. If they da agree, 
the Bussians. ^ ® maintained as being more advantageous to us than 


Consult I. D. 


0. H. 

E. G. 


No. 412. 

Sir C, Sj>rmg-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (^) 

• ... Tehran, April 26, 1907. 

vaW ® i receive your definite instructione as to my attitude towards the 

various attempts made to induce me to take sides against the popular party. You 
j ^ Russian Government has shown no signs of wishing to depart from 
an attitude of neutrality. That may be true of St. Petersburg. It is not true of 
ienran. You yml see that there are abundant signs that the Eussian agents are 
anxious to help the Shah to put down the reform party by force. Our determination 
not to take part in such a policy has altered the situation. If we do not join them 
xwsBia will Jrave the sole responsibility and will have to encounter the undivided 
odium. And this would be very dangerous. As the financial agent said the other 
might take Persia with a thousand men and at the expense of a 
million roubles but it would take whole army corps and millions of money to hold 
it. If the Persian people could count on the sympathy of any large section of 
European public opinion as well as of the whole Mahomedan world the task of 
the wnquerer would be a hard one. So I think that for the present the policy of 
Bussia will be to encourage the Shah to undermine the assembly by peaceful means 
and not to attack it by force and to avoid armed intervention as long as possible. 

You xnust count however, as I suppose you have counted, on the effect on 
popular opinion here and in other Mahomedan countries of your close agreement 
with Bussia. You will be judged by your friends and associates; and if Eussia, as 
is the case, is notoriously hostile to the patriotic movement in Persia, and if you 
make an agreement with Eussia, the simple people here will take for granted that 
in your heart you think as Eussia does. No doubt there are many things gained 
by the agreement and by common action. But you must be prepared to pay the 
eost and as far as I can judge part of the price is a great loss of popularity here 
which may react unfovourably on your position in other Mahomedan countries. It 

will also increase the power and prestige of Germany (*) 

Yours sincerely, 

CECIL SPEING-EICE. 


{‘) [Grey MBS., Vol. 81 .] 

[■) [The rest of this letter gives further details of possible Gennau influences, and the Persian 
attitude to Anid^EuBsian negotiations.] 
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No. 412. 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

Privat6.(*) 

Dear Sir Edward, Tehran, April 26, 1907. 

I was glad to receive your definite instructions as to my attitude towards the 
various attempts made to induce me to take sides against the popular party. You 
say that the Bussian Government has shown no signs of wishing to depart from 
an attitude of neutrality. That may be true of St. Petersburg. It is not true of 
Tehran. You will see that there are abundant signs that the Bussian agents are 
anxious to help the Shah to put down the reform party by force. Our determination 
not to take part in such a policy has altered the situation. If we do not join them 
Kussia will have the sole responsibility and will have to encounter the undivided 
odium. And this would be very dangerous. As the financial agent said the other 
jjgyj “you might take Persia with a thousand men and at the expense of a 
million roubles but it would take whole army corps and millions of money to hold 
it." If the Persian people could count on the sympathy of any large section of 
Eurofteaii public opinion as well as of the whole Mahomedan world the task of 
the oonquerer would be a hard one. So I think that for the present the policy of 
Knssia will be to encourage the Shah to undermine the assembly by peaceful means 
and not to attack it by force and to avoid armed intervention as long as possible. 

You must count however, as I suppose you have counted, on the effect on 
popular opinion here and in other Mahomedan countries of your close agreement 
with Eussia. You will be judged by your friends and associates ; and if Russia, as 
is the case, is notoriously hostile to the patriotic movement in Persia, and if you 
make an agreement with Eussia, the simple people here will take for granted that 
in your heart you think as Russia does. No doubt there are many things gained 
by the agreement and by common action. But you must be prepared to pay the 
ooat and as far m I can judge part of the price is a great loss of popularity here 
wUob may react unfavourably on your position in other Mahomedan countries. It 

will also inoreMe the power and prestige of Germany (=*) 

Yours sincerely, 

CECIL BPEING-RICE. 


(») [Grey MSS., Yd. 81.] 

(•) fISie rest of this letter gives further details of possible German influences, and the Persian 
attitade to Angto-Ruesiaa negoiaations.] 
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MINUTE. 


Our agreement with Kussia is a mutual telf-ilenying urdinunce recogni/ang Persian 
independence. It may annoy Persia who has lived on the enmity between us and Bussia, but 
wp cannot keep up a quarrel with Hiissia in order to curry favour with the Persians. 


E. G, 


[ED. VOTjE.— T he following minutes are hied in F.O. 871/B70 m ** separate minutes/' not 
being attached to any specific document : 


MINUTES. 

There are one or two points %vhich atill n^quire our attention in the draft agreement with 
Russia relating to Persia. 

According to the text as it now stands there is nothing to prevent Russia or Germany 
from making a pur<dy commercial railway with a terminus on the Persian Gtdf. I do not see 
why wa should object to a Russian railway terminus of a purely commercial nature on the 
Gulf, in fact the latf*. Govfernrnenlt on more than one occasion expressed their readiness to 
consider this question and that their efforts were not directed towards the exclusion of the 
legitimate trade of other Powers. But if the Russians enjoy this right, the Germans can equally 
claim it, and by securing a terminus for the Bagda<i Railway on the Persian side of the Gulf 
they would be able to prevent us obstructing them, as we have done in the past, from building 
the railway without our participation or consent. It seems fairly certain that shall at a 
not very romoto date come to terms with the Germans and participate in the Bagdad Railway, 
but it is always possible that we may not. To meet this contingency it might be as well to make 
the following addition to the preamble : — 

“ les Gouvernements do la Grande Bretagne ot de la Ruasie, shUant mutuellemont engag^k k 

respootar Pantiquit^ ct Pind<^pendane<* ainn que l& maintien du niaiu qim nur les frfmiiins 

et U UtioTol de la Perse ot . . . . /’ 

It is possible that the Russians might object to this insertion as precluding the possibility 
of their running h railway to the Gulf, although my Impreaeion is that they have* at any rata 
for the time being, given up any such idea* but X believe tliat they fully realise the danger of 
letting tho Germans come in and for that reason it is not improbable that they may accept it. 

As regards the change of our line from Birjand-Gajrdk to Birjand-ZuljSear which Sir E. Grey 
proposes to make a matter of bargain with the Russian Govfcrnmen3t in neeepting Turbat^B 
Haidari insttmd Meshed as the terminal of the Beisfcan Telegraph line* it has been pointa! out 
to me that although from the point of view of the British public it would look better if our 
line goes to Zulficar it can make no possible difference to the Russians from a etratagic point 
of view, since if they wished to attack Afghanistan the Russian forces oould easily Invade the 
country in traversing our v.one long before we could do anything to prevent them* even If any 
other steps were possible. 

I have further consulted the Intelligence Department as to to the possibility of the 
ennstructlon of railways from the north to the South and west of Bunder AbbiMS and I m\ 
told that from the opinions of many ofHoers who have visited Southern Persia and studied that 
country, ^eir ex>nchision is that no railways csculd be built except at a gIganMc and entirely 
unremunerative coat, with the exception possibly of a line from Mohammerah following the 
bed of the Karun and its branches* and of this latter point the IntelHgance Depfarteen^t were 
not quite sure. 

It would however be possible to build a railway running east and west and following the 
contour of the coast of the Persian Gulf. Such a railway could hardly have a strategic value. 

0 U 

' May 8, IW. 

The referenoe to the littoral is deairable if possible. 

E. G. 

I do not wish to raise small points; but we should perhaps bear in mind in Ihe final edition 
that Zulficar Itself is on Afghan territory. It was a point round which a long controversy ragerl 
In i88«, 

F. ] 
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No. 413. 

Sir A. Nioolson to Sir Edward Grey.{^) 

F.O. 371/370. 

(No. 277.) Petersburgh, D. May 23, 1907. 

_ E. May 27, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a private letter and its enclosure, 
which I have received from M. Izvolski, regarding the collection and the remission 
of the pledged revenues in the respective British and Eussian zones in the event 
of the ^ Persian G overnment defaulting in the regular payment of the coupons of 
the British and Eussian loans. 

In iny despatch No. 261 of the 15th instant, (“) I explained the doubts which 
M. Izvolski felt as to accepting the draft article 5 of the Persian convention which 
I had conuminicated to him.(’) The memorandum which I now beg to transmit, 
would, if Tlis Majesty’s Government agreed to its terms, be substituted for the above- 
mentioned article. 


have, &c. 

A. NIOOLSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 413. 

M. Isvolski to Sir A. Nicolson. 


MinisUre ImpSrial des Affaires Etrangbres, ' 
Mon cher Ambassadeur, U 10/23 mai, 1907. 

En mo r4fdrant 5, notre conversation sur votre aide memoire du 11/24 avril(*) 
dernier, je m’empresse de vous transmettre notre contre-projet de Particle ayant 
trait au mode de perception des sommes dues S, Pune des parties contraetantes sur 
des revenue situSs dans la sphere de I’autre. Vous ayant dejS, fait part verbalement 
des considerations sur lesquelles est bas4 notre contre-projet je m’abstiens, pour 
dviter tout retard, de les d4velopper dans un memorandum special qui pourrait ne 
pas fitre pr§t aujourd’hui mSme. 

Votre sincerement d6voue. 

(Sd.) ISVOLSKY. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 413. 

Counter-Draft. 

E. 10/23 May, 1907. 

En cas d'irr^gularitds dans Pamortissement ou le paiement des int§r4ts des 
emprunts persans conclus jusqu’6, la date de la signature du present arrangement 
en Bussie ou en Angleterre, et si la n^cessitd se presents pour une des parties 
contraetantes d’instituer un oontrdle sur les sources de revenus, garantissant , le 
sendoe rigulier des emprunts conclus chez elle par la Perse et situdes dans la sphere 
d’inflnence de Pautre partie, les Gouvernements Eusse et Anglais s’engagent ^ 
entrer prdalablement dans un dchange d’id^es amical en vue de determiner d’un 
commun accord les moyens d’effectuer les mesures de controle en question. 


(*J [Tht substance of some mmutea attached to this despatch was embodied in Sir B. Grey’s 
Mply, t), infra, pp. 466-6, No. 417.] 


(•) 

(*) 


Not reproduced.] 

«. tupra, p. 466, No. 411, enoL] 

The aidi-mimoire was communicated on April 9/22, 


V. supra, pp. 46S-6, No. 411, enol.] 
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No. 414. 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petcrsburghf May 27, 1907. 
F.O. S71/370. ' ‘ D. 8 p.m. 

Tel (No. 78.) E. 9 p.m. 

Persian Convention. 

I have received an aide^m^moirel^) stating that Enssian Government agree with 
general sense of Article I, Article II, Article III, and Article IV of draft Convention 
as proposed in my aide-mSmoire of 22nd April, including condition that Eussian 
line should end at Zulficar, 

Eussian Government consider that there are one or two details of secondary 
importance to be settled, and that they will be prepared to finally draw up Convention 
when they receive reply to draft Article V, which I sent home in my despatch 
No. 277 of 2Srd May.(") 

They promise to give me very shortly reply as to the transfer of the two 
telegraph lines. 

(^) [Sir A. Nicolsou’s despatch No. 285 of May 28, B. May SI, enclosed tho text of the 
aide-mimoire which was as follows : 

Le Gouvorncment Imperial se trouve d ’accord aveo le sena des articles I, 2, S ©t 4 

du projet de convention sur la question de la Perse tel qu’il a propose clans I’aidc memoir© d© 
I'Ambossade d’Angleterrc du 0/22 avril dernier, y inolus la condition que la ligne qui d^marqu© 
la spht^r© d 'influence russe aboutisso h Zulfagar; il ne oonaid^ra n^c^ssaire que da r^glor quelquea 
details d’importanoo aecondairo, tel, par oxempln, 1© tracd d^flnitif d© ectte ligne, d’eeartar ou d© 
changer quelques expressions insuflisamment claires et d6t<5rmincics qui seraient de nature h 
provoquer des contestations, ct do mrttre la derni^re main h la rddaction de la convention, auaaitdt 
qu’il sera an possesHion de la rt^ponsa da rAmbaasade au aujet d’un© nmivolle redaction d© 
Tartiola 5, oommuniqude h Sir Arthur Nioolson lo 10/2S mai courant. 

Quant h la que=<tion do I’Miango dea ligaea ttd^graphiqviea, lo Mhiistbre Impi^rial so reserve 
de faire parvenir incessamment h rAmhassade Briianniqut* im projet d 'accord y relatif. 

St. Petarsbotirg, le 14/27 mai 1907.] 


I r. ]q), 455 (i, 411, rncL] 

(®) f?j. imintHiiHlfly prt'ccding document.] 


No. 416. 

Sir A. Nicokon to Sir Edward Otey. 

St. Petenburghi May 29^ 1907. 
F.O. 871/809. D. 81 p.m. 

m (No. 79.) E. 10 p.M. 

Persian Telegraphs: Prolongation of Concessions. 

Your despatch No. 184. (*) 

Minister for Foreign Affairs handed to me to-day a Memorandum in reply to 
my communication of 19th May. The Memorandum points out that proposed step# 
of His Majesty’s Government would introduce considerable changes in eiisting state 
of things in Persia as regards rights acquired by England and Eusaia respectively. 

P) [Hot reproduced. This despatch (dated May 15} relates to th® proposal to renew th# 
contract of th© Indo-European Tele^aph Department with th© Persian Government for a ported 

of twenty years after its ©dating date of termination (1925). Sir A. Nicolson was requested to 

inform the Eussian Minister for Foreign Affairs of this proposal. On May 22, Sir A. Nicolson sent 
a despatch to Sir E. Grey (No. 274) stating that he had written a private ktter to M. Isvoiski 
on the subject, !Ihi6 pdvate letter appears to be the oommunioatlon of May 19 refen^ to 
above.] 
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Two of the lines would pass through provinces situated in the proposed Eiussian 
sphere. Memorandum considers, therefore, that it would he just, in order not to 
depart from understanding established at commencement of negotiations, not to 
mtroduce during discussions any change in the rights of the two parties when, as 
in present case, these rights are evidently in close relationship with the present 
negotiations. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs clearly wished to avoid my discussing the 
Memorandum at our interview, as he merely handed it to me saying that it 
contained some observations on the letter which I had written to him. 

I shall have an opportunity to go into the matter with him very shortly when, 
we discuss small amendments (merely drafting amendments he assured me) which 
he wishes introduced into Article I, Article II, Article III, Article TV of draft 
Convention, as in Article III there is a clause as to maintenance of existing 
Concessions. 

I should be grateful for your views as to the language I should hold, and as 
to whether I should insist on our right to propose the prolongation at the present 
moment. I should like also to know if the moment is opportune for proposing the 
prolongation to the Persian Government, and whether Persian Assembly would raise 
no difficulties. It is possible that Minister for Foreign Affairs might allude to these 
considerations. 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 


No. 416. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/370. 

(No. 80G.) St. Peterslurgh, D. June 6, 1907. 

Sir, E. June 10, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith an aide-mimoire which I have received 
from M. Isvolsky enclosing some amendments which the Eussian Government desire 
to introduce into the Preamble and into Article I to IV of the Draft Convention 
concerning Persia. 

I have, &e. 

A. NICOLSON. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 416. 

Aide-m4moire. 

St. PStershourg, le 5 juin, 1907. 

Dans son Aide Mdmoire du 14/27 mai c[ouranR, le Gouv[ernemen]t Imperial, 
tout en constatant I’accord dtabli entre la Grande Bretagne et la Eussie quant au 
contenu du prdambule et des quatre premiers articles de la Convention ^ conduce 
sur lea affaires de Perse, se proposait de revenir sur quelques details de 
r arrangement qui, de son avis, exigeaient des dclaircissements suppldmentaires. 

Le Gouv[ememen]t ImpSrial a cru done utile de mettre en regard le texte du 
prdambule et des 4 premiers articles, tel qu’il a dtd accepts en principe par lee 
deux Gouv[6m6men]t6, et les changements qu’il proposerait, pour sa part, d’y 
introduire, conformdment la pi&ce ci-jointe. 

Sans s’arrdter sur quelques modifications de tddaetion d’importance secondaire. 
qui y Bont dlsigndes en marge, le Ministke Imp[4rial] croit devoir attirer tout 
apdcialement I’attention de rAmb[a8sadeur] Britannique sur les points suivants qui 
toot en ne touchant en rien aux bases de 1’ entente 6tablies, ont tout de mime une 
certains portde. 

1. Il eat & noter tout d’abord que 1’ expression “animls du sincere disk de 
mnlntAnir I’ordre et le dfiveloppement pacifique dans toute I’ltendue de I’Empire 
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x-’ersan ” — ^implique I’idee d’un engagement direct de garantir le maintien de I’ordre 
en Perse, ce qui n’entre dvidemment pas dans les intentions des parties contractantcs, 
T1 serait done preferable de rediger ce passage coiiime suit: “ animes du sincere 
desir de voir I’ordre et le developpement paeifique maintenus dans touto I’^tendue 
de I’Empire Persan.” 

2. La convention ayant exclusivement trait aiix interets de la Grande Bretagne 
et de la Eussie en Perse, il serait peiit-Stre desirable d’omettre le passage relatif 
“ aux avantages egaux pour le commerce ot I’industrie do tontes les nations,” 
d’autant plus que ce passage n’est pas en tons points confonno avee les dispositions 
du projet de la Convention. 

3. De I’avis du Ministbre Tmp[erial") il seinblerait preferable d’attt'iiner en tant 
que possible toute expression faisant allusion a dos cas de mesiiitelligence entre 
les deux Puissances, et par consequent d’omettre les mots ‘‘ constatant I’effet nuisihle 
resultant des cas de friction sur place dans lenrs relations avec la Perse, et entre 
eux-mSmes.” Le sens g4n6ral du paragraphe n’en serait pas. semhlo-t-il, moins 
clair. 

4. Comme la Eussie a eonsenti en principe faire aboutjr la ligne de 
dSmaroation de sa splifere d’influenco a I^nlfagar, il rcsto fi, dfdinir d’une manibre 
precise les points principaiix quo la ligno o.Ji (piestion devra traverser il partir de 
Khakh: le Ministbro Tmp[6rial] ddsirerait la voir passer par lea localitba Kluif etKiariz 
et la montagno Kuh-Benitak. Ce.tte direction anrait Tavantagf^ de conipnuidre duns la 
sphbre d’influence Eusso le poste. sanitaire. do Kiiiri?: ires important an point de vue 
de la garantie des possossions Ensses de I’invasion d’bpidbmies. 

6. Les limites de. la zone rtmao n’fitaiit iiidi<|ueeH dans I’lirticle 1 (pio du cotb 
meridional y aurait-il necesaite do mentiomier dans I’articUi If “les froiitieres de 
I’Afghanistan et du Bdloiidjistan ” eomnie lirnitanf la zone anglaiao? 

6. Enfin le Gouv[ernemen'|t Eusse proposerait, pour pins de pr&ision, de 
completer rarticle IV par une indication qn’il ne s'agit des emprunts conelus. 
aussi bien &, la Banqne Impfiriale de Perse, qii’il In Banqne d’Rscxrmpte et des Prftts, 
“jusqu’il la date de la signature du present arrangement.” 

Saint-P^tershnur;), h 23 Mai/ti Juin, 15)07. 


I'lnclosure 2 in No. 416. 


MmHfimiionx pwput^iex par k Oourerncmnit 
fff. Rumr. 


voir I'ordre et le developpement paeifique 
maintenus 

il exolure 


Le Trxte lie Cmmntiun,Tflnt.hema' affairtu 
(if PerKf, mUipU en principe par iee 
( iuitvirm meniit de Orande Breiaiptr. et de 
Hiiam. 

fjCH (iouveniements de. Urande Bretagne 
et de Rusaie, s’lltant nmtuelloinent eiigagfe 
b, resjxjcter I'intdgrit^ et I’ind^pendance de 
la Perse oi auimbs du sincere d^eir de 
inaintouir I’ordra et le dbveloppement 
paeifique flans toute I'btendue de I'Erapire, 
Porsau, aussi bien que d‘4tablir dee avan- 
tages ^gaulTpbur le colmieroe et jPmHui’trr© 
i?5. r4solu qu’uue 

cojiventloii aeii conclue entre eux aux 
termes suivants : 

Les Gouvernements de Grande Bretagne 
et de Russia reconnaissent mutuellement 
que chacun d’eux a pour des raisons d’owipe 
g4<^raphiqae et 4conoiuique im int^rdt 
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voir la paix et Tordre mainbenua 


k exclure 


de I’autre 


laisd, Khakh, Khaf, Kiariz et la moutagne 
Kuh-Benitak 


special k maintenir la paix et Tordre 
dans certaines provinces de la Perse con- 
tigues ou voisines k la fronti^re russe d'une 
part, et aux frontiferes de rAfi^hanistan et 
du Heloudjistan, de I’autre; et chacun des 
deux Gouvernements, constatant Beffet 
nuisible resultant des cas de friction sur 
place dans leurs relations avec la Perse et 
entre eux-m^meS ) est desireux d’^viter 
tout motif de collision avec les int(5r§ts 
sp^ciaux de chacun d’eux dans les pro- 
vinces persanes dont il a dt4 fait mention 
plus haut. 

En coiis^qiieiice, il a 6td d^cid^ par la 
presents comme suit : 


I. 

La Grande Bretagne s'engage k ne pas 
rechercher pour elle-inSme et k iie pas 
appuyer, en faveur de sujets britanniques^ 
aussi Men qu’en faveur de sujets de Puis- 
sances tierces, de concessions quelconques 
de nature politique ou commerciale, — telles 
que les concessions de chemins de fer, de 
banques,de t^l6graphes, de routes, de trans- 
port, d’assurance, etc. — au del4 dMne ligne 
partant de Kasri - Chirin, traversant 
Isphahan, lezd et Khakh et aboutissant k 
la frontiM'e afghane pr^s de Zulficar, et a 
ne pas s’opposer, directement ou indirecte- 
ment, k des deman des de pareilles conces- 
sions dans cette region, soutenues par le 
Gouvernement Russe. 


IL 

La Rusaie, de son c6t4, s'engage k ne 
pas rechercher pour elle-m^me et k ne pas 
appuyer en faveur de sujets russes, aussi 
Men qu’en faveur de sujets de Puissances 
tierces, de concessions quelconques de 
nature politique ou commerciale, telles que 
les concessions de chemins de fer, de 
banques, de t^Ugraphes, de routes, de 
transport, d’assurance etc.^ — au deli d’une 
ligne allant de la fxontiire afghane par 
St aboutiasant k Bender- Abbas Birdjand, Kerman ec Bender-Abbas 

et par ).ea frontiferes de TAfghanistan et du 
BMoudiatan, et k ne paa &’oppaser, directs- 
ment ou indirectement, k des demandes de 
pareilles concessions dans cette region sou- 
tenues pay le Gouvernement Britannique. 
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enire les 


identiqiie 


revenue guraiuiaaaut. 

k la Baiique d'Escompte et doa PrcUs de 
Perse jusqa’jV la date de la Rignature du 
prcJsent arrangement 


sur le littoral Persaa de la Mer Caspionne 
et ceux 


Perse jaaqiPi Ja date de la signature du 
pr&ent arrangement. 


TIL 

La liussie s’engage pour sa part a ne pas 
s’opposer, sans s'etre pr&lableinent eiiten- 
due avec TAnaleterre, k ce que des con- 
cessions quelconqiies soient donn^es a 
des aujets britanniquea dans les regions 
de la Perse sit/U^es en dehors des lignes 
nientionnfcs dans les articles I et 11. 

La Gratide Bretagne ])rend un engage- 
ment en ce <{ 11 ! concerne des 

concessions a donner des aujets russi^s 
dans les niemes rtigitms do la Persi*. 

Toutes les eoncewsirms existant actiudle- 
meat en de(;A- des lignes designees dans les 
articdcH I et II sent maintenues. 

IV. 

0 est tmtendu quo les revenua do toutes 
h^s <lmiaueH persanes, k rcxooptitm de 
celles du Farsistan ("t du Ctolfo Persiqtm, 
ganintissant ramortissemeut et les inkSrdts 
des emprunts concbm par le (Souvoniement 
du Schah (ui Bussie, soront affect^s an 
memo but <iue par le passe. 

II est dgalennmt euiendu ipio los n^vimus 
de douanes ijersaues du Farsistaii ot du 
(JoHe rersi(|ue, aussi bien (jue ceux dm 
pScheriesde lanuu* (ksjnoime et des Postes 
el Tdl^graplies seronl attectes connne par 
le passe au service ties emprunts conchm 
par le (itmverneinetit duSehah a la Banque 
luipthdaltt th Ihiise. 


[ED. NOTE.-^Thwe in ssom© dlfBculty m to the document following. Bir Edward Gr*\v 
aant it on the 6th, and it therefore crossed Bir A. Kicokon*8 despatch No. 806 (r. immediately^ 
preoading document), which did not reach him until the lOth* Bir A. Nieolson telegraphed on 

6th that his despatch was coming, but gave no indication m to what the changes were which 
M, Isvolski had proposed (Tel No. Bd of June 6, D. 2 E, 5*15 r.M.). The following minutes 
appear on this telegram ; 

Our revised draft will arrive in 8t. Petersburg about tha same time. Sir A. Nioolson had 
better be told not to put it forward until we have oonsidcrad the Eussian draft. 

L.M. 

0. H. 

Yes; it is very opportune for us that M, Isvolsky should have suggested amendments in 
the preamble and so opened the question of amending it* and wa should wait to see what they 
are, in case we should be able to base something of what wa want upon them or put forward 
our amendments as a oondiMon of accepting the Busslan ones. 

E. G. 

A telegram was accordingly sent to Sir A. Nioolson on the 7th {No, 72) instructing him 
not to communicate the amendments described in the despatch sent him on tha 6th until 
M, IsvolsM’s proposals had been received. 
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An Ed. note on p. 468, infra, lefers to the difficulty caused by the absence of an authoritative 
text of Sir Edward Grey's revised draft. A further difficulty is presented by the fact that 
Sir Edward Grey refers in this despatch to “ the Russian draft ” of Articles 2, 3 and 4. 
No drafts of Articles 8 and 4 appear to have been exchanged at this date except the British draft 
of April 22.] 


No. 417. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

P.O. 371/370. 

(No. 225.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 6, 1907. 

I have received Y[our] E[xcellency’s] desp[atch] No. 277 of the 23rd ult[imo](‘) 
forwarding copy of a private letter from the Eussian Minister for F[oreign] A[ffairB] 
in which was enclosed an article which his Gov[ernmen]t desire to substitute for 
Article V of the draft Anglo-Eussian Convention respecting Persia proposed by 
H[is] M[aje8ty’s] G[ovemment]. 

I now tr[ansmit] to Y[our] E[xcellency] herewith a revised draft Convention, 
embodying certain modifications which, after further consideration, H[is] M[a]esty’s] 
G[overnment] would desire to see introduced into that Agreement. 

Y[our] E[xcellency] will observe that most of the modifications made affect the 
preamble of the instrument. 

Eor the expression “to maintain order and peaceful development throughout 
the whole extent of the Persian Empire” has been substituted the phrase “for the 
■preservation, &c.” This alteration has been made in consequence of the opinion 
expressed by II[iB] M[ajesty’s] Minister at Tehran in his desp[atch] No. 69 of 
April 11,(*) that the original wording might be held to imply an intention on the part 
of the two Gov[ernmen]tB to arrogate to themselves the right of maintaining order 
in the dominions of the Shah, and that such an expression cannot fail to produce 
an unfortunate effect on the minds of the Persian Gov[ernmen]t and people. 

Although, as Y[our] E[xcellency] is well aware, the two Gov[ernmen]t8 have 
in fact no such intention, it seems nevertheless desirable to remove the possibility 
of any such misunderstanding and it is hoped that the phrase which it is now 
proposed to employ will effect this object. 

In the second paragraph of the preamble it has been thought well to insert a 
reference to the special interest of Great Britain in the maintenance of the status quo 
in the Persian Gulf. This clause has been added in view of the strong and explicit 
declarations of my predecessor on this subject, which is evidently one of paramount 
importance to Great Britain. (®) It is felt that the omission from the present Agree- 
ment of any mention of this point would make a bad impression on public opinion in 
this country, and seriously affect the popularity of the Agreement when concluded. 
H[is] M[ajesty’e] Gov[ernmen]t therefore press for the insertion of these words 
in the preamble in order to secure that the Agreement when announced in this 
country should be accepted from the first by both parties with goodwill. 

In Article 1 the words “at a point on the Persian foontier adjoining the 
intersection of the Bussian and Afghan frontiers” have been substituted for the 
words “on the Afghan frontier near Zulfikar.” This change has been introduced 
at the suggestion of the India Office who have pointed out that Z ulfi kar is well 
within the territory oi Afghanistan. The substituted wording has the further 
advantage of emphasising the fact that the end of the line defining the Eussian 
sphere lies in Persia and not in Afghanistan. 

Articles 2, 3, and 4 of the Eussian draft are retained unaltered. 

0) [«. supra, p. 469, No. 418.] 

(®) [v. supra, pp. 460-8, No. 409.] 

(®) [Pari. Dsb,, Mh Set., Vol. 121, p. 1648, emd op, raferenoes, supra, p. 871, No. 821, and 
infra, p. 482, No. 480, p. 488, No. 489, and p. 498, No. 444, mi».] 

[16942] 2 H 
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Ths draft article put forward by the Eussian Gov[erni]aen]t in place of the 
British Article 5 is accepted with the addition at the end of the following clause : 

‘‘ and to avoid all interference in the respective spheres which would not be 
in conformity with the principles governing the present Convention.” 

These words have been inserted in order specifically to exclude all possibility 
of the exercise by Eussia of her right of control over such of the sources of revenue 
affected to the service of the Eussian loans in Persia as lie within the British sphere, 
in the event of irregularity occurring in the service of those loans as foreseen in 
the article. 

The article has also been subjected to a few verbal alterations which, it is 
thought, will render its sense more explicit. 

In communicating to M. Izvolski these proposals, which it is hoped will prove 
acceptable to the Eussian Gov[ermnen]t, Y[our] E[xcelleney] will exercise your 
discretion as to how far you should discuss with him the considerations which have 
given rise to them. 

I am, &c. 

E. OBEY. 


Enclosure in No. 417. 
Revised Draft Convention, 


The Governments of Great Britain and 
Eussia, having mutually engaged to respect 
the integrity and independence of Persia, 
and being animated by a sincere desire for 
the preservation of order throughout the 
Persian Empire and for the peaceful 
development of that country as well as for 
the permanent establishment of equal 
advantages for the trade and industry of 
all other nations ; 

Considering that each of them has, for 
geographical and economic reasons, a special 
interest in the maintenance of peace and 
order in certain provinces of Persia adjoin- 
ing, or in the neighbourhood of, the Eussian 
frontier on the one hand, and the frontiers 
of Afghanistan and Baluchistan on the 
other hand, and that Great Britain has a 
special interest in the maintenance of the 
status quo in the Persian Gulf, and being 
desirous of avoiding all cause of conflict 
between their respective interests in the 
above-mentioned regions ; 

Have agreed upon the following Con- 
vention : — 

Article I 

Great Britain engages not to seek for 
herself, and not to support in favour of 
British subjects or in favour of the subjects 
of third Powers, any concessions of a 
political or commercial nature — such as 
concessions for railways, banks, telegraphs. 


Les Gouvernements de la Grande- 
Bretagne et de la Eussie, s'4tant mutuelle- 
ment engages k respecter Tint^grit^ et 
rind^pendance de la Perse, et animus d’un 
sincere d^sir pour la preservation de Tordre 
dans toute Tetendue de TEmpire Persan et 
pour le developpement pacifique de ce 
pays, aussi bien que pour Tetablissement 
permanent des avantages ^gaux pour 
commerce et Pindustrie de toutes les autres 
nations ; 

Considerant que chacun d'eux a, pour 
des raisons d'ordre geographique et ecqpo- 
mique, un interSt special au maintien de la 
paix et de Pordre dans certaines provinces 
de la Perse contigues ou voisines k la 
frontiers Eusse, d'une part, et aux frontiferes 
de PAfghanifltan et du Beioudjistan, de 
Pautre; et que la Grande-Bretagne a un 
interSt special au maintien du statu quo 
au Golfe Persique, et etant desireux d'eviter 
tout motif de conflit entre leurs interets 
respectifs dans les regions susmentionnees; 

Se sont mis d’accord sur la Convention 
suivante ; 

Article I. 

La Grande-Bretagne s'engage k ne pas 
rechercher pour elle-meme et k ne pas 
appuyer en faveur de sujets Britanniques, 
aussi bien qu'en faveur de sujets de 
Puissances tierces, de concessions quel- 
conques de nature politique ou commerciale 





Toads, transport, insurance, &c, — beyond a 
line starting from Kasr-i-Shirin, crossing 
Isfahan, Yezd and Kakhk and ending at a 
point on the Persian frontier at the inter- 
section of the Eussian and Afghan frontiers, 
•and not to oppose, directly or indirectly, 
demands for similar concessions in this 
region which are supported by the Eussian 
'Government. 


Akticlk II. 

Eussia, on her part, engages not to seek 
for herself and not to support, in favour 
of Eussian subjects, or in favour of the 
subjects of third Powers, any concessions 
of a political or commercial nature — such 
as concessions for railways, banks, tele- 
graphs, roads, tranapoit, insurance, &c. — 
beyond a line going from the Afghan 
frontier by way of Gazik, Birjand, Kerman, 
and ending at Bunder Abbas, and not to 
oppose, directly or indirectly, demands for 
similar concessions in this region which 
•are supported by the British Government. 


AimCLB III. 

Eussia, on her part, further engages not 
to oppose, without previous arrangement 
with Great Britain, any grant of conces- 
sions to British subjects in the regions of 
Persia within the lines mentioned in 
Articles I and IL Great Britain under- 
takes a similar engagement as regards the 
grant of concessions to Eussian subjects in 
the same regions of Persia, 

All existing concessions within the lines 
mentioned in Articles I and II are main- 
tained. 

AimcLK IV, 

It is understood that the revenues of all 
the Persian customs, with the exception of 
those of Farsistan and of the Persian Gulf, 
guaranteeing the amortization and the 
interest of the loans concluded by the 
Government of the Shah with the '‘Banque 
d'Escompte et des PrSts de Perse up to 
the date of the signature of the present 
Arrangement, shall be devoted to the same 
purpose as in the past. 
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— telles que les concessions de chemiii de 
fer, de banques, de t614graphes, de routes, 
de transport, irassurance, &c. — au deli 
d'une ligne partant de Kasri-Chirin, 
traversant Ispahan, lezd, et Khakh et 
aboutissant i un point sur la fronticre 
Persane contigu a I’intersection des fron- 
tiires Eusse et Afghan e, et k ne pas 
s'opposer, direclement on indirectement, k 
des demaiides de pareilles concessions dans 
cette region soutenuesparle Gouvernernent 
Eusse. 

Article IL 

La Eussie, de son c6t(^, s’engage i ne pas 
rechercher, pour elle-mSme, et k ne pas 
appiiyer en favour de sujets Eusses, aussi 
bieii qu’eii faveur de sujets de Puissances 
tierces, de concessions quelconques de 
nature politique ou commerciale — telles que 
les concessions de chomin de fer, de banques, 
de t41cgraphes, de routes, de transport, 
d’assurauces, &c.— au deli d’uue ligne 
allant de la frontike Afghaue par Gazik, 
Birjand, Kerman, et aboutissant i Bender- 
Abbas, et i ne pas s'opposer, directement 
ou indirectement, a des demandes de 
pareilles concessions dans cette region 
soutenues par le Gouvernernent Britaunique 

Article III. 

La Eussie, de son c6t(^, s’engage, en 
outre, i ne pas s'opposer, sans entente 
prualable avoc la Grande-Bretague, i des 
coucesaiona on favour de sujets Britaimiques 
dans les regions de la Perse entre lea lignes 
dont il a 6t6 fait mention aux Articles I 
et IL La Grando-Bretagne prend un 
engagement identique i Tcgard des con- 
cessions en faveur de sujets Russes dans les 
mSmes regions de la Perse. 

Toute concession actuellement en vigueur 
dans les limites dont il a (St4 fait mention 
aux Articles I et 11 eat maintenue. 

Aettclb IV. 

11 est entendu que les revenue de toutes 
les douanes Persanes, i Fexeeption de 
celles du Farsistan et du Golfe Persique, 
revenus garantissant Famortissement et 
les int4rlts des emprunts oonclus par le 
Gouvernernent du Schah i la Banque 
d*Escompte et des Pr4ts de Perse jusqu'i 
la date de la signature du present Arrange- 
ment, seront affectfe au m4me but que par 
le pass4. 

2 H 2 



It is equally understood that the revenues 
of the Persian customs of Parsistan and of 
the Persian Gulf, as well as those of the 
fisheries on the Persian shore of the Caspian 
Sea and those of the Posts and Telegraphs, 
shall be devoted, as in the past, to the 
service of loans concluded by the Govern- 
ment of the Shah with the Imperial Bank 
of Persia up to the date of the signature 
of the present Arrangement. 

Article V. 

In the event of irregularities occurring 
in the amortization or the payment of the 
interest of the Persian loans concluded with 
the “ Banque d'Escompte et des Pr^ts de 
Perse” and with the Imperial Bank of 
Persia up to the date of the signature of the 
present Arrangement, and in the event of 
the necessity arising, for Eussia to establish 
control over the sources of revenue which 
are affected to the regular service of the 
loans concluded with the first-named bank, 
and which are situated in the regions men- 
tioned in Article II of the present Con- 
vention, or for Great Britain to establish 
control over the sources of revenue which 
are affected to the regular service of the 
loans concluded with the second-named 
hank, and which are situated in the regions 
mentioned in Article I of the present Con- 
vention, the British and Eussian Govern- 
ments undertake to enter beforehand into 
a friendly exchauge of ideas with a view 
to determine, in agreement with each other, 
the means of giving effect to the measures 
of control in question, and to avoid all 
interference which would not be in con- 
formity with the principles governing the 
present Convention. 


J1 est 6galement entenduque lesrevenus 
des douanes Persanes du Farsistan et du 
Golfe PeiBique, aussi bien que ceux des 
pScheries sur le littoral Persan de la Mer 
Caspienne et ceux des Postes et T416- 
graphes, seront affect^s, comme par le 
passe, au service des emprunts conclus par 
le Gouvernement du Schah avec la Banque 
Imp^riale de Perse jusqu’k la date de la 
signature du present Arrangement. 


[ED, NOTE . — ^The text of the above Revised Draft Convention is not bound with the despatch 
which enclosed it and the original text, which should be in the Embassy Archives, has b^n 
destroyed, together with the despatch. The version given above is from the Confideniial Prini, 
the French of Article V being missing. Another printed version is given, infra, pp. 624r-5, 
Appendiic IV.] ^ 


No. 418. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 

St. Petersburgh, June 7, 1907. 

P.O. 370/370. D- 3 p.m. 

Teh (No. 87.) E. 5 -SO p.m. 

Persian Convention. 

Article V. 

I have informed Min[iste]r for F[oreign] A[ffairB] that H[is] M[a]esty’s] 
Gov[ernmen]t accept Eussian text with the proposed addenda, but I would suggest 
that I might also propose to him the following amendments in drafting of EuBsian 
text. 



469 


Instead of ‘ ‘ Persian loans concluded in Kussia — ^England ’ ’ to say ‘ ‘ Persian 
loans concluded with Banque d’Escompte et des PrSts de Perse and the Imperial 
Bank of Persia.” 

In the Eussian amendments to Article IV sent to you by messenger yesterday the 
Discount Bank is mentioned and not Eussia. 

I would also suggest instead of words : ‘ ‘ and situate in the sphere of influence 
of the other party ’ ’ to employ some such wording as ‘ ‘ and situate as regards 
revenues assigned to the former Bank in the regions mentioned in Article II and as 
regards those assigned to latter Bank in the regions mentioned in Article I.” 

We should thus avoid employing the phrase ‘‘sphere of influence” which it 
would be of advantage to omit. 

May I propose these amendments? 

MINUTE. 

These proposed amendments seem to be improvements. It is only a question of wording. 

C. H. 

E. G. 


No. 419. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

E.O. 371/370. Foreign Office, June 10, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 73.) D. 1 p.m. 

Your Tel[egram] No. 87 (Persian Convention). 

I concur in nroposed amendments. 


No. 420. 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, June 10, 1907. 

E.O. 371/370. D. 8-10 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 91.) E. 10 p.m. 

Persia Convention. 

Article V. My telegram No. 87. 

I have received Memorandum from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, accepting 
our proposed addition. He gives proposed final wording of above Article, and instead 
of ‘‘sphere of influence” he uses the expression ‘‘sphere of interests.” Latter 
expression seems preferable to the former, but I will await your reply to suggestion 
made in my above-mentioned telegram. Instead of in the final sentence “ principles 
governing the present Convention ” he employs the words ‘‘ principes servant de base 
h la prSsente Convention.” This, I presume, we can accept. Eemainder of Article 
is identical with that which I forwarded originally. 

MINUTE. 

These are quite harmless and may, I think, be accepted without reference to the I[iidia] 

0[ffiCB]. 


0. H. 
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No. 421. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Sfnng-Rice. 

F.O. 371/370. 

(No. 106.1 

gjj. Foreign Office, June 12, 1907. 

’ I have received your desp[atch] No. 69 of Ap[ri]l ll(^) in which you express, 
your views on the draft Convention relative to Persia conun[unicatJed by M. Isvolsky 
an Feb[ruary] 20. (^) 

You will have observed from the coii[fidentia]l print which has doubtless reached 
you by now that considerable alterations have already been agreed upon by the British 
and Eussian Gov[ernmen]ts in its text and I transmit herewith a counterdraft which 
has been prepared by H[is] M[ajesty’s] Gov[ernmen]t, and which with some possible 
minor modifications, chiefly of a verbal character, still under consideration will shortly 
be comm [unica] ted to the Eussian 6ov[ernmen]t. 

In order to avoid any misunderstanding as to the interpretation which might be 
placed upon the Agreement in regard to the position of 6r[ea]t Britain in the 
Persian Gulf, I have proposed the insertion in the Preamble of a reference to the 
special interests of this country in the maintenance of the Status Quo in those regions. 

An article (III) has been agreed upon which will minimize tjie danger that the 
preponderating influence of Eussia due to the inclusion of Tehran within her sphere 
of interest wilPbe used to prevent the acquisition of British concessions in the neutral 
zone, while Art[iele] V which has also been accepted by the Eussian Government is 
designed to obviate the possibility of Eussia exercising in the British sphere the right 
to control the customs which is conferred upon her by her loan contracts in the case 
of default. 

You will also note that an important modification has been made in the definition 
of the Eussian sphere, the Eussian 6ov[ernmen]t having consented to the line 
terminating at Zulficar instead of at Kuhsan. It is thus secured that no part of 
the Eussian sphere wiU be conterminous with the Afghan frontier, a point on the 
importance of which I need not dwell. 

You lay stress on the desirability of fully safeguarding British interests in respect 
of concessions which have not yet been exploited and suggest that it should be laid 
down that not only are existing concessions to be maintained but that they may bo 
renewed on their expiry. 

It has been agreed that all existing concessions are to be maintained. Should a. 
concession have remained unexploited, it will become a question for consideration 
whether the circumstances are such as to warrant H[is] M[a]*eflty's] G[overnmentJ 
in approaching the Persian Gov[ernmen]t with a view to its prolongation but I do 
not consider that any special provision to this end is called for. 

It is not easy to meet the objection that the renewal of duly exploited concessions 
on their termination would be contrary to the spirit of the agreement and in view 
of the expression of opinion evoked from the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t by the proposal 
to ask for an extension of the concessions of the Indo-European Tel[egraph] 
dep[artmen]t it does not appear possible to insert a provision to this effect. 

With regard to your further suggestion that some security Bh[oul]d be obtained 
that the tele^aph hnes now being worked by British enterprise are not redeemed by 
purchase by the Persian Gov[ernmen]t in order to be transferred to other hands I am 
of opinion that it would not be possible to ask the Eussian 6ovrernmen]t to give 
such security which would be worthless owing to their inability to prevent such a 
transaction. 

The question of the extension of the Indo-European Telegraph Dep[artmen]t’s 
contracts is at the present moment under discussion with the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t 
and it is hoped that a satisfactory solution may be arrived at. 

(^) ['u. svpruj pp. 450-3, No. 409.] 

(^) [r. supra, p. 432, No. 389, cncL] 
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You lay stress upon the importance of precluding the Eussian Bank from 
obtaining a monopoly of the importation of silver but this is not a question which 
can be dealt with in a Convention, since it is dependent on the Charter of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia. As however the latter has establishments both in the British 
and neutral zones it would form a legitimate subject of discussion betwedh the two 
Gov[ernmen]ts after the conclusion of the agreement. 

I entirely share your view as to the importance of maintaining in British hands 
the administration of the quarantine service in S[outhern] Persia, but this is a 
question which is necessarily outside the scope of the present Convention. You are 
aware that the improvement of the service is now the subject of correspondence with 
the Gov[ernmen]t of India and if a diplomatic discussion became necessary, H[iB] 
M[ajesty’s] G[ov6rnment] would be in a better position to pursue it with success 
if they were able to point to a thoroughly efficient service. 

The clause which I have proposed as to the maintenance of the Status Quo in the 
Gulf will, however, it may be hoped, render such a negotiation unnecessary. 

I am unable to share your view that the agreement contains no formal and 
definite pledge as to the integrity and independence of Persia. The words of the 
Preamble are sufficiently clear and precise on this point and the existing engagements 
on the subject, however informal may have been their nature originally, are now 
formally renewed and fortified by the fact that they are referred to in a Treaty. 

You will observe that in deference to your objections the wording of the Preamble 
has been modified so as to avert the danger which you fear that the Persian Gov[ern- 
men]t will conclude that the British and Eussian Gov[ernmen]ts are arrogating to 
themselves the right of maintaining order or establishing equal advantages for trade 
in the Shah’s dominions. 

There is however no question of the two Gov[ernmen]ts “acquiring exclusive 
concessions in certain provinces’’ or of their claiming “the exclusive privilege of 
exploiting the assigned provinces” but merely of a self-denying ordinance on the 
part of each Power not to seek concessions in the sphere of interest of the other, third 
parties being in no way excluded from seeking for concessions throughout Persia. 

As regards your oba[ervatio]n8 as to Eussian Kailway designs I would merely 
point out that M. Lessar’s projects date from some time back and that in any case 
the ‘ ‘ easy alignment towards the Gulf of Oman .... via Kushan and Yezd ’ ’ will 
be blocked by the interposition of the British zone. 

The logical conclusion of your despatch is that H[iB] M[ajesty’8] G[overnment] 
should continue to pursue the same policy which they have followed in the past of 
attempting to support Persia against Eussian advances. 

It is a matter of opinion how far this policy has been successful but, in any case, 
it entails the disadvantage of creating for this country responsibilities which might 
result in an obligation on our part to come, sooner or later, to the assistance of Persia 
by force. 

I will not discuss here the means at the disposal of this country if such an 
alternative became necessary but I am strongly of opinion that an endeavour should 
be made to avert such an issue and to arrive at a peaceful solution of this problem. 

If, as you assume, Eussia is a country with whom it is impossible to secure a 
lasting agreement, or even an understanding it might no doubt become necessary 
in any case to consider the possibility of forcible measures but the conclusion of the 
present agreement will place Hps] M[ajesty’B] G[overnment] in a position to know 
definitely when the moment for such action arrives and H[is] M[aje8ty’s] G[overn- 
ment] would be on far stronger moral ground for resisting any attack which might be 
made upon their interests, if they are able to appeal to the Treaty engagements of the 
E[uBsian] G[ovemment]. 

[I am, &c.] 

B. G[EEYJ. 
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No. 422. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/370. St. Petersburgh, D. June 14, 1907, 1115 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 96.) E. June 15, 1907, 7 a.m. 

Persian Convention. 

I propose Article V should run as follows : — 

“ In the event of irregularities occurring in amortization, or in the payment of 
interest of the Persian loans concluded with the Banque d’Escompte et des Pr^ts 
de Perse and with Imperial Bank of Persia up to date of signature of present Arrange- 
ment, and, in event of the necessity arising for Eussia to establish control over 
sources of revenue affected to the regular service of loans concluded with first-named 
Bank, and which are situated in the regions mentioned in Article II of the present 
Convention, or for Great Britain to establish control over sources of revenue 
affected to the regular service of the loans concluded with second-named Bank, 
and which are situated in the regions mentioned in Article I of present Convention, 
the British and Eussian Governments undertake to enter beforehand into a friendly 
exchange of ideas with a view to determine in agreement with each other the 
means of giving effect to the measures of control in question, and to avoid all 
interference which would not be in conformity with the principles governing the 
present Convention.” 


No. 428. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

P.O. 371/370. Foreign Office, June 17, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 82.) D. 4-50 p.m. 

Your Tel[egram] No. 94 (of June 14 Transfer of Meshed-Tehran and Meshed- 
Seistan Tel[egraph] lines). 

You should inform Eussian Gov[emmen]t that as H[iB] M[a]esty’B] Gov[em- 
men]t now have control over entire Meshed-Tehran line they Cipnsider transfer must 
be complete and give them control of whole Meshed-Seistan line. 


No. 424. 

Sir Edward G^ey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

P.O. 871/870. Foreign Office, June 17, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 88.) D. 5 p.m. 

Your Tel[egram] No. 96 (of June 14 Persian Convention)./*) 

I approve proposed wording of Art[icle] V with addition of words “which are’' 
between “revenue” and “affected” in both places. 


(^) [v. supre, p- 472, No. 422.] 
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No. 425. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/370. Foreign Office, June 21, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 89.) D. 6-30 p.m. 

Your (iesp[ateh] No. 306 (of June 6 Persian Convention). (^) 

Preamble. 

We desire retention of words “ aussi bien que .... nations.” Omission 
would expose Convention to criticism in Persia and in all countries having commercial 
relations with her, especially Germany, as reserving portions of Persia for exclusive 
exploitation by G[rea]t Britain and Russia. But to make it consistent with 
Art[icles] I and II whicB" specifically exclude G[reat] Britain and Russia from 
seeking concessions etc in the sphere of the other we propose substitution of 
'‘toutes les autres nations” for "toutes les nations.” 

We agree to omission of words “ constatant . . . entre eux-m^mes.” 

Remaining objections have been met in our draft, enclosed in my deep[atch] 
No. 225 of June 6(“) but we are willing to adopt Russian text if M. Isvolsky is 
insistent. 

Art[icle] I. 

We cannot accept proposed change in Russian line which would be brought too 
close to Afghan frontier and is open to same objections as original proposal that 
line sh[oul]d terminate at Kuhsan. See my tel[egram] 30 of March 8.(®) The 
compromise now proposed by the Russian Gov[emmen]t could not fail to excite 
hostile criticism in this country and create an atmosphere unfavourable to the 
agreement which it is to the general interest to avoid. 

You may however inform Russian Gov[ernmen]t that if they consider 
maintenance of sanitary station at Karez indispensable we will not object provided 
they agree not to interfere with existing arrangement whereby quarantine on Persian 
<3-ulf is under British control. 

Art[icle]s II, III and TV. 

No objection to proposed amendments. 

When informing Russian Gov[ernmen]t of our views on these amendments you 
should also communicate to them the amendments which are suggested in my 
d68p[atch] No. 225 to which we attach considerable importance, especially the 
allusion to the maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf and the definition 
of the line from Kakh to the intersection of the Russian and Afghan frontiers. 

We have received your text of Art[iole] V with which we agree. (*) We consider 
■“governing” a correct translation of “servant de base 

(1) [v. supra, pp. 461-4, No. 416.] 

(^) fv. supra, pp. 465-8, No. 417.] 

(=) [v. supra, pp. 436-6, No. 303.] 

(''■) [v. supra, p. 472, No. 422.] 


No. 426. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/309. Foreign Office, June 21, 1907, 

Tel. (No. 90.) D, 7 p.m. 

Renewal of Telegraph Concessions. 

Your De6p[atch] No. 287. (^) 

We have always held the view that the maintenance of existing concessions 

(*) rrhis despatch enclosed the Memorandum summarised in Tel.* No. 79, v. supra, pp. 460-1, 
No. 416.] 



474 


provided for in Art[icle] III of the Persian draft Convention implies their renewal 
if the Persian Gov[ernmen]t agree and w^e still maintain this in principle. 

Ton should explain this clearly to the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t but you can 
propose as a solution of the present difficulty that they should not object to the 
renewal of our telegraph Concessions in return for a surrender to them of our rights 
over the Tehran-Khanikin line. You should explain that on the expiry of our 
Telegraph Concessions the German Gov[ernm6n]t would probably endeavour to 
obtain control of the telegraph hne from Khanikin to Tehran and eventually to the 
Indian frontier. 

In order to avoid complications which might arise from introducing questions 
relating to tel[egraph] lines into the discussions on the draft Convention you should 
further propose to the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t that if they have no objection to 
such a course the seat of the negotiations respecting Telegraph questions might be 
conveniently transferred to London and Count Benckendorff authorised to conduct 
them. These negotiations would be carried on concurrently with those at 
St. Petersburgh resp[eeting] the draft Convention in order that the conclusions on 
both may be arrived at simultaneously. 


No. 427. 

Sir Edward Grey to S%r C, Spring-Rice. 

F.O. SllJdlO. 

(No. 111.) 

Sir? Foreign Office, June 21, 1907. 

The Mushir-ul-Mulk came to see me to-day. 

On rny saying that affairs in Persia seemed to be in an interesting condition^ 
and that it was to be hoped an accord would be reached between the Shah and the- 
Madjliss and all parties, the Mushir-ul-Mulk said this was very desirable, but 
impressed upon me with great emphasis that time would be necessary for it. 

He told me that he had had a very interesting conversation with M. Isvolsky 
at St. Petersburg. The conversation had been very satisfactory, for it had brought 
out two points : that Eussia did not intend to intervene in Persian affairs unless 
the interests of her subjects were attacked, and that the negotiations between 
England and Eussia were not directed against the integrity and independence of 
Persia. The Mushir-ul-Mulk said that public opinion in Persia had been aniiotlA 
on this point, and it was very desirable that it should be reassured. 

I said I agreed entirely with what M. Isvolsky had said. Hitherto there had 
been a struggle between Eussia and England, each trying to prevent the 
preponderance of the other in Persia. Had that struggle continued during the 
present uncertainty in Persia, there would have been a great temptation for one of 
us to intervene in Persian affairs, in order to prevent the other from taking advantage 
of the situation, or to gain an advantage at the other’s expense. The object of the 
present negotiations between Eussia and England was to prevent difficulties arising 
between ourselves, and the negotiations were not in any way directed against Persia. 

The Mushir-ul-Mulk said that there was an idea that England and Eussia were 
dividing Persia into spheres of influence. 

I told him this was not a correct impression. It would be more correct to say 
that the Agreement at which we desired to arrive was one by which we should not 
push our influence in those parts of Persia which bordered on the frontiers of 
each other. 

The Mushir-ul-Mulk asked whether an entente had been concluded. 

I said^ none had been concluded. But we acted from day to day in agreement 
with Eussia as circumstances arose, and were still exchanging views as to what 
might be a permanent Agreement. 
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He told me that Persia had a special arrangement with Eussia on the question 

of Eailways. It was said that we had addi'essed a note to Eussia specially on the 

subject of Eailways, and had received no reply. 

I said there had been no special negotiations between us, and no special Note, 

with regard to Eailways. There was no doubt, however, that if an arrangement 

was come to between us on general lines we should not ask for Bail way concessions 
which would be to the disadvantage of each other. 

The Mushir-ul-Mulk said that the two things which must be arranged in Persia 
were Finance and Education. Finance was very important. 

T said I realised the importance of this, but it would be necessary for the 
Persian Gov[ernmen]t to have an undei'standing with the Madjliss in order to 
arrange Finance. 

The Mushir-ul-Mulk said this was so, and again impressed upon me that time 
would be necessary to bring about such an understanding. 

ri am, (fec.l 

E. G[EEY]. 


MINUTES. 

Ic convf^rsation this morning with the Persijin Ambassador nn tht*^ subjt'ct of our negotiations 
with Russia, ht' told me that there was one point upon which his GavfBrnmenJt felt consid-erable 
anxiety. They had hoard that Persia was to be divided into splioros of influence, which might 
mean the partition of Persia and the reply which he had received from M. Isvclshy on thia 
score was not satisfactory. 

I told the Mushir-ul-Mulk that considering that the integrity and indepeiidenca of Persia 
were specifically mentioned in the text of the agreement there could be no question of our 
apoeing to anything that could imply the partition of J^ersia. It wfis true that certain frontier 
districts were mentioned as those in which British and Russian interosts wore respectively 
predominaiit, but that the agreement, if concluded, would be in the nature of a self-denying 
ordinanp prohibiting British concessions near tlu^ Russian frontier and vioe vetsd. This 
stipulation would not however interfere with the enterprise of other foreign nationalities in 
Persia who could competo for concessions over the whole of Persia, while Great Britain and 
Russia were debarred from competing in thi' regions whore Russian and British .interests 
predominate. 

Hb seemed very pleased with this (explanation which he said that he would tel[Ggraph] ah 
once to his Govfemmenjt, 

C. H. 

Juno 21, 
X907. 

It agrees very well with what I said, but was more explicit and full which was right. 

E, G. 


No. 428. 

Sir A. Nicolso7i to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, June 24, 1907* 
P.O. 371/870, D* 8‘25 p.m. 

TeL (No. 106.) Confidential. E* 10 p.m. 

Persian draft Convention, 

I communicated to Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day amendments proposed 
in your despatch No. 225 and telegram No. 89.(*) His Excellency had the greatest 
possible doubt as to Eussian Government being able to accept insertion in preamble 
of a passage relative to special interest of Great Britain in maintenanee of status quo 
in Persian Gulf, His Excellency (? observed) that this was introducing at a very 
late hour a matter which did not concern Great Britain and Eussia alone, but also 
several other Powers, and that it was enlarging the scope of the Agreement beyond 

(^) [u. Bupra^ pp. 465^8, No. 417, and meh} 

(®) [u. supra, p, 478, Ko. 425.] 
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litnit which we had both originally laid down, and had up to now BcrupulonsJy 
respected. The Convention, as drawn up, had dealt with matters concerning Russia 
and Great Britain alone, and had raised no points to which other Powers could 
take exception or which gave them any justification for considering their interests 
affected. His Excellency himself did not contest our special interests in the Gulf, 
but that was not the point. We desired to introduce into a Convention which had 
for its main object removal of all causes of friction between the two Powers a clause 
which raised a question in which other Powers might consider they were interested, 
and he feared that an embarrassing situation might hereafter arise. 

Proposal had come as a surprise to him, and he hinted if it were of such 
importance to us we should not have suggested it at the last moment, but have put 
it forward before. In short, I could see that he was greatly disturbed at our 
proposal, which he fears will create difidculties with third Powers. I, of course, 
argued with him, but did not shake his opinion, and I think that it is probable that 
the more he reflects upon it the greater will be his objections to it. He objected 
on somewhat similar grounds to mentioning the question of our control over 
quarantine in the Persian Gulf, and he is anxious to keep Persian Gulf entirely out 
of the discussions. 

He told me he was most anxious to sign the Conventions with as little delay 
as possible, and that he wished to do so by 15th July (N.S.) He impressed seriously 
on me that delay was dangerous, and I imagine pressure is being brought to bear 
against the conclusion of our Agreements. He was very positive as to the risk of 
delay and distressed at questions now being raised, which would prolong discussions 
and perhaps imperil the whole arrangement. He said he hoped to be able to give 
His Majesty’s Government replies on both Persian and Afghan questions in a very 
few days, and on my suggesting that I might expedite matters by taking them home 
and discussing them with you, returning here in a fortnight, he begged me not to 
leave but to stay here and hasten the conclusion. I gather Berlin is causing 
uneasiness, and I understand opposition here is active in certain quarters. 

I would submit that due weight should be given to his observations, as they 
were made very seriously. 

I think we could with success insist on Russian line running straight from 
Kakh to a point near intersection of Russian and Afghan frontiers, but that we 
might yield as to complete control of whole of Meshed-Seistan telegraph line and 
leave out the status quo clause. We should really have gained all that is essential, 
and, I confess, more than I anticipated, and it seems to me we have a good defence 
against all criticisms. If I could receive early reply to this telegram it would help 
to expedite matters. 

MINUTES. 

M. IsYolsky objects to the Status Quo amendment on the ground that it is new matter 
imported into the Agreement at the last moment and that other Powers may object. I think 
that we should not be rushed into signing by July 15 and that we should maintain our proposal 
and make every endeavour to secure it. 

We might inform the Russian Gov[emmen]t, perhaps through Count Benckendorff that the 
mere assertion that Great Britain has a special interest in the maintenance of the Status Quo 
in the Persian Gulf does not commit the Russian Gov[ernmen]t vis^h-vis a third Power any more 
than the other statements in the Preamble as to liie special interests of each Power in the 
provinces adjoining their respective frontiers, that so far as H[iB] M[ajesty*a] G[overnmen]t is 
concerned it is not new matter or an attempt to enlarge the scop© of the Agreement for they 
regarded it as understood that nothing in the Agreement should be taken as affecting their special 
position in the gulf and have insert^ the words in the d[ra]ft Preamble more with a view to 
making this clear and to rendering the Agreement acceptable to all Parties in Gr[ea]t Britain 
than anything else. 

With regard to Quarantine, this need not he mentioned if we get the line from Khak to 
the frontier. 

L. M. 

It was unfortunate that the insertion of the clause in the preamble relating to the maintenance 
of the “ status quo ” in fche Persian Gulf was an afterthought on our part, but there is no doubt 
that, whatever the necessity for it may have been a few weeks ago, it is still more important now 
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than heretoforB that something should be done to disarm hostile criticism in this country provoked 
by recent incidents in St. Petersburg. 

M. Is Volsky is evidently very much frightened of Germany, but I do not think that he has 
realised that the clause in the preamble does not bind Bussia in any way as to the action of 
othp Powers in the Persian Gulf, but merely seems for us the neutrality of Russia in those 
regions. This neutrality is what we want, and although it would be the natural consequence 
of the conclusion of this agreement, still we want some reference or admission in the text for 
shop-window purposes, and to disarm hostile criticism on the part of the extremists and 
conservatives in the H[ouse] of Commons. 

I read yesterday to C[oun]t Benckendorff extracts from this telegram, and he told me that 
although he had already given fully our views to M. lavolsky by letter, he would at once send a 
further explanatory telegram enlarging upon the importance, from the point of view of public and 
parliamentary opinion, of a reference to the situation in the Persian Gulf, with a view to thp 
avoidance of hostile criticism. 

I think we should reply to Sir A. Nicolson pointing out that public opinion in this country 
would attach considerable importance to the mention of the maintenance of the “ status quo’' 
in the Gulf and that while the reference made to it in the preamble cannot possibly bind other 
Powers it would give satisfaction here as insuring the neutrality of Russia in any question 
involving other Powers in the Persian Gulf, It would be best to maintain the preamble as it 
stands if it is possible, and if so, we would be ready to give to the Russian Gov[ernmen]t a 
declaration that the recognition of our special interests applied to Russia alone, and does not 
imply that she denies any interests to any other Powers in the Gulf. Or wo might ask M. lavolsky 
to suggest any form of words which might in his opinion meet our views as to Russian neutrality 
without engaging Russia further than towards ourselves. The last alternative would be to 
omit all mention of the Persian Gulf in the preamble and for Sir E. Grey to make a declaration 
in the House of Commons on the lines of that made by Lord Lansdowne. 

C. H. 

E. G. 


No. 429. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 

F.O. 371/370. 

(No. 342.) Confidential. St, Petershurgh, D. June 24, 1907. 

Sir, R. July 2, 1907. 

I called by appointment on M* Isvolsky this afternoon, and said that I was 
prepared to communicate to him the replies of His Majesty's Government to^ the 
modifications which he had suggested in the Draft Convention concerning Persia. (*) 
I told His Excellency that my Government had accepted the amendments proposed 
in Articles 2, 3 and 4, and that they further agreed to the elimination of the clause 
in the preamble relative to the injurious effect of local friction. His Majesty's 
Government however desired to retain the clause concerning equal opportunities for 
the commerce and industry of all nations; but in view of the observations made in 
his aide-m4moire of June 6, and in order to render the passage consistent with 
Art[icle]s I and II they would suggest that the words '‘all other countries" should 
he substituted for “all countries. 

I said that there was one other point to which His Majesty’s Government 
attached great importance, and which I did not doubt that the Russian Government 
would make no difficulty in accepting, and that was that a clause should be inserted 
in the preamble referring to the special interests which Great Britain had in the 
maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf. This was a matter in which British 
public opinion took a great interest, and my Government considered it to be 
necessary in order to satisfy the feeling in my country and to assist in the general 
acceptance of the Convention, that some mention should be formally made of 
the fact. 

In Art[icle] I there was also a modification which I must propose, and that 
was in regard to the tracing of the Russian Ime from Kakh northwards. We had 

(^) [v. «upm, pp. 40X-4, No. 416, and 0 «ohr.] 

(*) [cp. supm, p. 478, No. 4M.] 
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assumed naturally that the line would run direct from Kakh to its terminus at a 
point near the intersection of the Eussian and Afghan frontiers : ^ but in the 
mde~m6moire of June 5 the line as traced made a considerable deviation eastwards 
and ran close along the Afghan frontier. To this tracing the same objections must 
be raised as were formulated in regard to the Eussian line terminating near Kuhsan, 
and I repeated to His Excellency the nature of the objections which had been made 
■on that occasion. I told His Excellency that he would find these points set forth 
in the Aide m6mo%re which I begged leave to hand to him, and of which I have the 
honour to enclose a copy. 

M. Isvolsky said that a very serious question was raised by the proposed 
insertion of a clause relative to the status quo in the Persian Gulf ; and that he had 
the gravest doubts if the Eussian Government could consent to its being interpolated. 
He did not himself wish to contest that Great Britain had special and predominant 
interests in the Gulf; but he wished to explain at once to me how the question 
presented itself at first sight to him. During all our discussions regarding the Persian 
Convention both Governments had strictly limited themselves to treating of matters 
which concerned themselves alone, and which neither directly nor indirectly affected 
the interests of other Powers. These wise restrictions would exclude any other 
Power from having any justification hereafter to complain that the two negotiating 
■countries had dealt with, or touched upon, interests other than their own. At the 
last moment Great Britain proposed to enlarge the scope of the agreement, and to 
■extend it to a question which it was known was in a sense a controversial one, and 
which did touch upon the interests of others. It could not be denied that Turkey 
and Germany did not admit to the full our contentions as to the Persian Gulf, and 
if the clause were inserted, and Eussia subscribed to it, he feared that an 
embarrassing situation would hereafter arise. The clause had a far-reaching effect 
and he could not foretell what consequences; and he did not understand why if 
the matter were of such importance to us, it had not been brought forward earlier. 
The Convention as drawn up between us, and in regard to which he had hoped only 
-some secondary details had to be settled, was chiefly directed to avoiding all possible 
causes of friction between the two Powers, and related solely to our respective 
frontiers; and he regretted that we should now wish to raise a delicate and important 
question, which was mixed up with other controversial matter. He would only 
mention for the moment the Bagdad railway and Koweit. 

I told M. Isvolsky that I perfectly appreciated the force of his argument that 
the question had been raised at a late hour : but I would tell him frankly that there 
was likely to be opposition from some quarters in Great Britain and India to our 
agreement, and that as it was desirable to modify such ^position and procure as 
general acceptance as possible of the Convention, my Government after OitrpM. 
consideration had desired to refer to a matter in which the British public tool| '4 y&uj 
keen interest. I did not deny that the proposal came late in the day, 
would consider that a Convention about Persia with no mention of jPeasaiafl Gulf 
was deficient. Moreover I did not see why the Eussian Government should hesitate 
to subscribe to a proposition which was incontrovertible. We did not ask Eussia 
to take any action nor did we attempt to bind her in respect to other countries. 
We stated an undoubted fact, which was surely universally recognized, which had 
heqn affirmed over and over again, and very emphatically by Lord Lansdowne in 
the House of Lords in 1903. 

M. Isvolsky said he doubted that the recognition of the fact was so universal 
as I had stated, and he was perfectly well aware of our views on the subject, and 
also of Lord Lansdowne’s statement. He strongly demurred however to introducing 
fresh factors into the agreement, especially at a moment when the negotiations 
were on the point of being terminated. What should we have said if Eussia had 
suddenly sprung upon us a request to recognize her special interests in Armenia 
for instance? 

I replied that the Persian Gulf was closely connected with Persia, as it washed 
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the whole of the southern littoral of that country. His Excellency remarked that 
it washed the coasts of other countries as well. But all this was beside the mark. 
He adjured me to take into consideration the serious consequences of opening up 
this question. He was most eager to hasten on the conclusion of our negotiations, 
and he could assure me that it would he dangerous to delay their termination. 
-Opposition was existent in this country and outside of it. There had been one or 
two agreements recently concluded which I must know had been displeasing to 
Berlin. He could with safety conclude our Convention on the lines we had 
■originally drawn, and which hitherto we had both scrupulously observed, but I must 
remember that Eussia had a powerful neighbour, alert and watchful, who had her 
•eyes fixed on that very quarter of which we now desired to make formal mention 
in our Convention in a form which could not but produce suspicion and dissatisfaction. 
He was ready to meet any criticisms if we kept within the original scope of the 
agreement, but the case would be different if fresh factors were introduced, which 
in any ease would prolong the discussions; and this he must repeat to me would be 
most dangerous. 

I said that of course I would report to you all his observations as faithfully 
as possible, but that I could by no means say if they would indvxce my Government 
to abandon their request. M. Isvolsky made a slight gesture of despair and I asked 
him if he could tell me, leaving the immediate question on one side, when he hoped 
to sign the Conventions. 

His Excellency took an almanac and said that he hoped to be able to give me 
replies to both Persian and Afghan questions by the 3rd of July new style. I observed 
that if he did this, and that as my Government was as desirous as himself to hasten 
the conclusion, I proposed, in order to expedite matters, to take hie replies home 
and discuss them with you, and return in about a fortnight, say on July 26th, and 
then we could finally settle all conventions. His Excellency begged me not to adopt 
this plan, but to stay here so that wo might sign the Conventions on July 15. I was 
a little surprised at this promptness, but I told His Excellency that of course I 
would remain here till the negotiations were finally concluded. 

His Excellency then reverted to the question of the tracing of the Eussian line, 
and I told him that on that point it was really essential that their line on leaving 
Kakh should not deviate to the eastwards : it should run straight to the point in 
the corner near Zulficar. I said that if the Eussian Government laid great stress 
on having Karez as a sanitary station we would be prepared not to object to that 
but on condition that they engaged not to interfere with the existing arrangement 
by which the quarantine in the Persian Gulf was under British control. M. Isvolsky 
said that again on this question there entered a reference to the Persian Gulf, which 
he desired to keep_ out of the Convention. Moreover he thought that the 
cornpromise was a little one-sided. We gave to them permission to establish a 
sanitary station at one place, and then required an acknowledgment on their part 
•of our control over several localities. I observed that all that we requested was the 
admission of an arrangement already in force, while we were willing to cede a point 
only in contemplation. His Excellency said that be wished to think over this 
question. 

I was much impressed by two facts in my conversation with M. Isvolsky: 
<1) his anxiety to exclude from consideration any matters affecting the Persian Gulf, 
as he evidently anticipates and fears that if we insist upon the inclusion in the 
Preamble of the Draft Convention of a recognition of our special interest in the 
maintenance of the status quo in that region Germany will exhibit, in some form 
or another, her displeasure at Eussia having met our wishes in that respect. It 
is perfectly clear to me that M. Isvolsky will not run the risk of impairing in the 
slightest degree the good relations between Eussia and Germany, especially at a 
time when Eussia has not yet emerged from her internal difficulties or repaired 
the losses which she has suffered in a disastrous campaign. The second fact is that 
M. Isvolsky is exceedingly eager to hasten on as rapidly as possible the conclusion 
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of the negotiations. On this point I have not seen him, during the progress of our 
discussions, so emphatic or so eager. It was evident to me that either in home 
circles or outside something had occurred which had impressed on him the urgent 
necessity of losing no further time. 

In these circumstances I venture to submit that we should not insist upon points 
which may either delay the conclusion of the negotiations or which may even imperil 
fheir ultimate success. Laving on one side public opinion either in Eussia or in 
England, which probably will not be a constant factor, and regarding simply the 
enormous advantage to be acquired by the cessation of the rivalries and disputes which 
for so many years have strained and endangered the relations between the two 
countries, and the inestimable benefits to be gained by an amicable understanding 
between the two Great Powers in Asia, I would suggest that it would be most 
regrettable if an opportunity which may never recur should be lost, and if, owing 
to insistence on points which are not of vital importance, the hopes of a durable 
arrangement were to be disappointed. It seems to me that by the Conventions, even 
as they at present stand, we have secured all the guarantees which are necessary to 
the safety of our Indian frontiers ; and that we have removed to a reasonable distance 
the danger of Eussian aggression. As regards the Persian Gulf, even admitting that 
the approach to those waters is not definitely barred, and in present circumstances 
this could hardly be achieved, we have for the defence of our interests in those 
regions our naval preponderance with which no Power can compete. In order, 
therefore, to profit by the present eagerness of M. Isvolsky to put his seal to the 
arrangements on which we have practically already come to an agreement, I would 
respectfully urge that we should be conciliatory on minor details, and even on a 
question of public sentiment, and lose no time in finally concluding negotiations which 
have lasted for so many months. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 429. 

Memorandum communicated hy Sir A, Nicolson to M. Isvolski. 

St. Petershurgh, June 23, 1907. 

His Majesty’s Embassy had the honour to receive the Aide M6moire, with its 
enclosure, which the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs was good enough to 
communicate on May 28/ June 5 regarding the preamble and the four first 
articles of the Draft Convention concerning Persia. 

^ His Majesty’s Embassy has, in the first place, the honour to state that His 
Majesty’s Government accept the amendments proposed by the Imperial Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in Articles 2, 3, and 4. 

In regard to the preamble, His Majesty’s Embassy would beg leave to point out 
that His Majesty’s Government agree to omit the passage from the words “ constatant 
I’effet” to the words “ entre eux-mSmes”; but they consider it desirable to retain 
the passage in regard to equal opportunity for the commerce of other countries, and 
they fear that the exclusion of the words “ aussi bien que d’Stablir des avantages 
6gaux pour le commerce et I’industrie de toutes les nations” would expose the 
Convention to criticism in Persia and in all countries having commercial relations 
with her. In order however to render the passage consistent with Articles 1 and 2 
which especially exclude Great Britain and Eussia from seeking concessions in the 
sphere of the other, His Majesty’s Government would be prepared to substitute the 
words “ toutes les autres nations ” for ” toutes les nations.” 

j His Majesty’s Embassy desires also to state that Bis Majesty’s Government 
^ consider it to be of great importance that reference should be mad;e in the preamble 
of [^^3 the speoial interest of Great Britain in the maiatenance of the statm gfuo in 
, Ihe. Persian Gulf ; and a p^sage has consequently been inserted to that efect. : His 
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Majesty’s Embassy does not doubt that the Imperial Russian Government will agree 
to this insertion. 

With respect to Article 1 His Majesty’s Embassy would beg leave to point out 
that the tracing of the Russian line as proposed in the Aide M6inoire of May 23/ 
June 5 would bring the line on leaving Kakh extremely close to the Afghan 
frontier, and would be open to the same objections as His Majesty’s Embassy had 
the honour to formulate in regard to the original proposal that the line should 
terminate near Kuhsan, His Majesty’s Embassy would beg leave to recapitulate 
these objections which were to the effect that the Russian and British spheres of 
interest are, as mentioned in the preamble contiguous or in proximity to the Russian 
frontier on the one hand and the frontiers of Afghanistan and Beloochistan on the 
other, and that no mention is made of a Russian sphere as contiguous with the Afghan 
frontier. Moreover Great Britain is responsible by Treaty engagements for the 
settlement of frontier disputes between Persia and Afghanistan, and the introduction 
of another Power having special interests on the Perso-Afghan frontier would tend to 
complicate matters. Moreover Zulficar is well within the territory of Afghanistan, 
and His Majesty’s Embassy would therefore propose to the Imperial Government that 
the wording of the passage concerning the line should run as follows : — “from Kasri— 
Chirin by Isfahan Yezd and Kakh and terminating at a point on the Persian frontier 
adjoining the intersection of the Russian and Afghan frontiers.” 

It is thereby understood that Khaf, Kiariz and the mountain Kuh-Benitak would 
lie outside of and to the eastwards of the line. If however the Imperial Russian 
Government consider that the maintenance of a sanitary station at Eiariz (Karez) is 
indispensable. His Majesty’s Government will not object to that provided that the 
Russian Government will agree not to interfere with the existing arrangement whereby 
quarantine on the Persian Gulf is under British control. 

His Majesty’s Embassy has the honour to enclose the Preamble and Article 1 as 
amended in accordance with the wishes of His Majesty's Government. 

St. Petersburg, June 10 (22) [sic] 1907. 

MINUTES, 

W© infcrm-ecl Sir A. Nicolson on June 27 that if we obtained the line from Kakh to the 
frontier which we desired, an assurance of non-intcrfercncc with our control over the Gulf 
quarantine would suihoe, and if we do not gr‘t Rome kind of recognition of our epcoial interests 
in the gulf I think we might ask for this. If the UuRsian Govrernmen]t consent to the inclusion 
of some phrase recognizing our special interests I think that wc should make it clear that we 
consider that it includes Quarantine. 

L. M. 

At this stage of the negotiations I do not think it advisable to introduce any new ideas or 
conditions into the agreement relating to Persia. The declaration to be made about the Persian 
Gulf must cover all such questions as telegraphs, quarantine, Karun navigation, etc. 

Sir A. Nicolson used his arguments in a skilful manner and I would draw special attention 
to what he says in the last par[agraph] of the despfatch] as to the inconstancy of public opinion 
as a factor and the solid advantages to be obtained from an agreement, 

C. H. 

E. G. 


No. 480. 

Sir Edward Qrey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

P.O. 371/870. Foreign Ojfice^ June 27, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 93.) D. 10 p.k. 

Your telegram No. 106. (*) 

Persian Convention. 

It is certain that when Bussian Agreement is known we shall be challenged as to 
position in Persian Gulf if no mention is made of it. The wording proposed would 

(^) [■». aupra, pp. 475-6, No. 428.] 

2 t 
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entail the neutrality of Eussia in any question raised by other Powers with England 
in the Gulf, but would not commit Eussia to guarantee that position or lay upon 
her any obligation to take action adverse to interests of other Powers. We should be 
ready to consider any wording, which would make this clear and so meet Monsieur 
Isvolsky’s objection, that other Powers might take exception to what Eussia had done. 

If this course is not adopted and mention of the Persian Gulf is omitted in the 
agreement I must repeat in Parliament Lord Lansdowne’s declaration and explain 
that as Agreement was concerned mainly with regions of Persia touching our 
respective frontiers and was in the nature of a self-denying instrument it was not 
thought appropriate to introduce into it a positive declaration respecting special interests 
in the Persian Gulf which might be regarded as concerning other Powers, but that 
I had no reason to suppose that the Maintenance of the status quo in the Persian 
Gulf would give rise to difficulties between the British and Eussian Governments. 
In view however of Article III it would be very desirable to have a statement in 
the Agreement to which I could point as evidence that the status quo in Persian Gulf 
would not be disturbed by Eussian concessions, which we should be bound not to 
oppose without an arrangement with Eussia. You should therefore press for mention 
of Gulf in the Agreement and unless persistence in this is likely to imperil the 
whole you should not put forward alternative of our independent statement in 
Parliament, 

I hope Monsieur Isvolsky will recognize that we are not irreconcilable or unreason- 
able on the point at issue, but that we are sincerely desirous of promoting an early 
agreement in such a form as to meet with a friendly reception on all sides. 

There need be no question of any mention in the agreement of our control over 
quarantine in the Persian Gulf, if we obtain the line we desire from Kakh to the 
frontier. As assurance of non-interference will suffice. 

We shall not insist on complete control of Meshed-Seistan telegraph line within 
the Eussian sphere but we should like in return for this concession that the Eussian 
Government should adopt a friendly attitude on the subject of the renewal of the 
telegraph concessions and in particular of the section from Tehran to Ispahan so 
that the central station should remain at Tehran instead of at Ispahan after the 
exphation of the present concessions in 1925. 


No. 431. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 

St. Petersburgh, June 28, 1907. 

E.O. 371/370. D. 3-53 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 109.) E. 6-80 p.m. 

Following is the text of a Memorandum which I have just received from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs : — 

‘ ‘ In regard to proposal of British Cabinet to mention in the preamble of the 
Convention the special interest of Great Britain in maintaining the status qua\ i|a 
the Persian Gulf, that proposal, put forward at a moment when the negotiations 
seemed about to terminate, affords grounds for ierious objections. It is of a 
to completely change the character and the scope of the proposed Agreement, which, 
in its ‘partie resolutive,' does not at all touch upon the Persian Gulf, in regatd to 
which there has hitherto never been any question during pourparlers between Eussia 
and England. 

A new clause referring to a political question, the importance of whk^ cannot 
be misunderstood, and which touches very complex interests, would reopen 
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discussions, and might delay the signature not only of the Convention respecting 
Persian affairs, but also of all acts connected with all the other questions which 
have been treated. It should not be lost sight of that, besides Persia, there is also 
Turkey, to whom belongs more than half littoral(^) of the Gulf, and who must 
consider herself as directly interested in question. There are, moreover, other 
Powers who would certainly consider themselves injured if an Agreement were made 
without their knowledge. 

‘‘It is very important to avoid everything which might provoke the objections 
of third Powers to the Agreement between Eussia and England. (^) It is incontestable 
that, in its present form, that Agreement does not touch any collateral interest, and 
cannot consequently give occasion for any protest of any seriousness; but the 
clause proposed by the British Cabinet will not fail to create umbrage, and may 
become cause of an incident similar to that which followed on Anglo-French 
Agreement respecting Morocco. 

“ All these reasons move the Ministry for Foreign Affairs to earnestly beg 
British Cabinet to be good enough to withdraw its proposal to mention in the preamble 
its special interests in Persian Gulf. It is, moreover, well understood in formulating 
this request the Imperial Government does not at all mean to deny those interests, 
nor to exclude possibility of examining later on another occasion with the British 
question of Persian Gulf.” 

(') [In the first deoypher “ literally ” appeared here in error.] 

(^) [In the first decypher the words in this sentence “ everything .... England," were 
omitted. The correction was made in Tel. No. Ill, of June 28 from Sir A. Nioolson.] 


No. 432. 

t)ir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, June 28, 1307. 

F.O. 371/370. B. 6’15 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 110.) K. p.m. 

My immediately preceding telegram: Persian Convention. (^) 

The Memorandum states Eussian Government will agree to retention in Preamble 
of passage relating to equal opportunities for commerce of other countries with our 
proposed Amendment. I am to see Minister for Foreign Affairs to-morrow, and 
will endeavour to persuade him to agree to insertion of the status quo clause, but I 
am afraid I shall not succeed. I would then state that you will be obliged to m ake 
a public declaration of our views on the subject, and to add that we have reason to 
believe question will not give rise to difiBtculties between the two Governments, 

In his aide-m6moire he admits that the Eussian Government do not deny our 
special interests, and this could be taken note of, but perhaps you would not care 
to agree with him that the question of the Persian Gulf might form subject of 
subsequent discuseione between the two Governments. If we agree to omit passage, 
I would propose to inform him in writing that we abandon our proposal in order 
to facilitate and expedite conclusion of Agreement, and that we take note of his 
recognition of our special interests, but that I should say nothing as to reoneninir 
a discussion later in regard to them. 

(*) [w. immediately preceding dooument.] 


[16942] 
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No. 433. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburg fi, June 29, 1907. 

F.O. 371/370. 

Tel. (No. 112.) ^ 

My tel[egram] No. 110. (^) _ . . 

I have been <^ViinVing over best course to pursue at my interview with MLimster 
fori Fforeisn] today and in view of Memorandum communicated by him 

yesterday and of his language to me the other day I feel sure that it would be of 
no avail to endeavour to induce him to alter his opinion as to the status quo passage. 
I will therefore Tna.>e the graceful concession at once and, while explaining that in 
our opinion he could have agreed safely to our wishes, will say, that, in order to 
facilitate and expedite arrangement and to show our conciliatory disposition, we will 
not insist, and I will inform him of public declaration you will have to make. 

It seems to me that in circumstances these will be the best (?) and will help 
on other outstanding points. I hope you will not think that I am giving way too 
easily. I would have gladly fought matter out if there had been a chance of 
succeeding and if there had been no risk of imperilling all the arrangement. 

I would venture to suggest that I might reply to his aide-mSmoire by 
recapitulating the arguments I used verbally at my interview of June 24(®) and also 
those in your tel[egram] No. 93.(’’) 

I might perhaps mention that Conventions and Agreements which we have 
with several Chiefs in Gulf hardly permit us to agree with the extent of Turkish 
possessions in Gulf as stated in the aide-mSmoire and add that H[ie] M[aieety’B] 
Gov[ermnen]t note with pleasure that the Imperial Gov[ernmen]t does not deny 
special interests of Great Britain in the Gulf. Then conclude in order to facilitate 
arrangement we meet wishes so strongly expressed etc. 

(1) [u. immediately preceding document.] 

(2) [i;. suprd, pp. 476-6, No. 428.] 

(®) [-u. supra, pp. 481-2, No. 430.] 


No. 434. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 

F.O. 371/370. Foreign Ojficey June 29, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 94.) D. 12-80 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 110. (^) 

If M. Isvolsky absolutely refuses to accept wording of clause relating to Persian 
Gulf as it stands, you might suggest alternative clause “Great Britain has special 
interests in the Persian Gulf.” 

This would cover quarantine etc, and, although not as satisfactory as we would 
wish, is better than nothing. 

We have reason to believe that French Amb[aBsado]r will be instr[uct6]d to 
support reference to Persian Gulf in preamble. In these circ[umstance]e it might, 
if not too late, be better to delay for a day or two letting M. Isvolsky know alternative 
proposal of declaration in Parliament, 


(^) [y. Bupra, p. 483, No. 432.] 
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No. 435. 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 

St, Petershurgh, June 29, 1907, 
F.O. 371/370. D. 7*2 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 113.) E. 8 p.m. 

Persian Convention. 

I thought I would after all make one more attempt to move Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to accept desired insertion in Preamble, and I used all the 
arguments in your telegram No. 93, and those I had formerly given him. He said 
that he was not afraid that Eussian Government would be bound, but he did fear 
that the insertion would raise objections from third Powers, and he repeated what 
he had said in his aide-mSmoire. 

He wished that as far as other Powers were concerned, no objections whatever 
could be raised to our Convention. Seeing that great delay, at any rate, would be 
incurred, and that it was possible that serious obstacles might arise to a successful 
termination of negotiations, I told him that we did not wish to be irreconcilable, 
and would meet his wishes, but that if the Convention were opposed in Parliament 
you would make a statement, of which I gave him the general sense, and I 
underlined last phrase as to our having no reason to believe that maintenance of 
status quo would cause difl&eulties between the two Governments. 

He expressed his concurrence, but asked if he might have the general sense 
in writing, I told him I was not prepared to give it to him just now, but possibly 
I might do so later in a private letter. Would you have any objection to my doing 
BO? I said that I would give him a reply to his aide-memoire very shortly, and I 
venture to send in another telegram proposed draft reply. 

He was immensely relieved at concession we made, and promised to hasten on 
the termination of our affairs. 


No. 436. 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 

St, Petershurghj June 29, 1907. 

F.O. 371/370. D. 7*2 p.m. 

Tel (No. 114.) E. 7*45 p.m, 

Meshed-Seistan telegraph line, 

I told Minister for Foreign Affairs that we would not insist on complete control 
in Eussian sphere if Eussian Government adopted a friendly attitude as to the 
prolongation of our other telegraph Concessions. I said that I would reply shortly 
to his last Memorandum on the subject, (*) He appeared not to be unwilling to accept 
condition I had mentioned. 

Is his proposed draft as to the transfer of the two telegraph lines considered 
acceptable? 

MINUTE. 

The India Office do not object to the junction of the British portions of the Meshed-Seistan 
line in the neutral zone. The question is to. find a suitable spot. If we obtain the straight line 
as limit of the Russian 2Jone from Kahh to the intersection of the Russian and Afghan frontiers 
we shall not lose by the surrender of the portion of the Meshed-Seistan line which lies within 
the Russian zone. In the question of the other tel[egraph] concessions we are ready to give 
up the Tehran-Khanikin section, if we can obtain the renewal of the Tehran-Ispahan section 
when we ask for the renewal of the other concessions lying in the British and neutral zones. 

0. H. 

E. G. 

(^) [cp. sotpre, pp. 460-1, No. 415, where the substance of this memorandum is indicated,] 
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No. 437. 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey. 


E.O. 371/371. ^ 

fNo 347 ) St. Petershurgh, D. June 29, lJU/. 

Sir/ E. July S, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of an Aide Mimoire which I received 
yesterday from M. Isvolsky in reply to the memorandum which I communicated to 
His Excellency on the 24th instant, a copy of which I forwarded in my despatch 
No. 342, Confidential, of that date.(^) ^ u 4 . ^ ^ 

in my telegram No. 109 of yesterday's date(^) I communicated to you the text of 
that portion of the Aide Mimoire which refers to the insertion of a passage in the 
preapable of the Convention concerning Persia relative to the special interests of 
Great Britain in the maintenance of the statics quo in the Persian Gulf. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 437. 

Memorandujn communicated hy M. Isvolshi to Sir A. Nicolson on June 28. 

St. Petershurgh, June 27, 1907. 

Le Ministke Imperial des A[fEaires] E[trangereB], ayant pris connaissance de 
Vaide-memoire de TAmbasBade Britannique du 10/23 juin,(^) sur les affaires de Perse, 
a rhonneur d' exposer ce qui suit: — 

Le Min[istere] Imp[erial] est tout pret a adherer a la proposition de maintenir 
dans le pr4ambule de la Convention le passage se rapportant au commerce des autres 
Puissances avec la modification projetee. 

Quant a la proposition du Cabinet de Londres de mentionner dans le pr 6 ambule 
de la Convention I’interet special de TAngleterre au maintien du statu quo dans le 
Golfe Peraique, cette proposition, produite a un moment ou les negociations 
semblaient aboutir, donne matiere a de sSrieuses objections. Elle est de nature k 
changer completement le caractere et Petendue de Taccord projete, lequel, dans sa 
partie resultative, ne touche pas du tout au Golfe Persique dont jusqu’ici il ii*a 
jamais ete question dans les pourparlers entre la Eussie et I’Angleterre. Une 
clause nouvelle, relative a une question politique dont Timportance ne saurait §tre 
meeonnue et qui touche a des interets si complexes, rouvrirait la discussion et 
pourrait retarder la signature non seulement de la Convention sur les affaires 
Persanes, mais aussi celle des actes se rapportant k toutes les autres questions 
negociees. II ne faut pas perdre de vue qu’en dehors de la Perse il y a la Turquie, 
a laquelle appartient plus de la moitig du littoral du Golfe et qui doit se eonsid4rer 
comme directement int4ress4e dans la question — il y a 4galement d’autres Puissances 
qui a coup sur se croiraient lesees si un" accord se faisait h leur insu, Il est tvhs 
important d'eviter tout ce qui pourrait provoquer contre Taecord entre la Eussie 
et I’Angleterre les objections de tierces Puissances. Il est incontestable que, dans 
sa forme actuelle, cet accord ne touche h aucun intSrSt collateral et ne saurait, d4s 
lors, donner lieu a aucune protestation tant soit peu fond4e; or, la clause propos4e 
par le Cabinet de Londres ne manquera pas de susciter des froissements et pent 
devenir la cause d'un incident dans le genre de celui qui a suivi Taccord Anglo- 
Eran^ais au sujet du Maroc. 

Toutes ces raisons portent le Ministere Imperial des A[ffaires] E[trangeres] k 
prier instamment le Cabinet de Londres de vouloir bien renoncer a sa proposition 
de mentionner dans le pr4ambule ses int§r4ts spSciaux dans le Golfe Persique. Il 

(^) F^. supra t pp. 477-81, No. 42a, and enoL] 

, . supra i pp. 482-8, No. 431.] 

supra, pp. 480-1, No. 429, end] 
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6Bt bien entendu, d’ailleurs, qu’en formulant cette priere, le Cabinet Imperial 
n’entend pas du tout nier ces int&ets ni exclure la possibilite d’ examiner plus tard 
•et a une autre occasion avec le Cabinet de Londres la question du Golfe Persique. 

En ee qui regarde le trac§ de la ligne de delimitation de la spbfere russe, 
indiquS dans 1’ aide-memoire de I’Ambassade, le Ministfere Imperial se propose de 
revenir sur cette question dans une communication subsequente. 

Saint-Pitershourg, le 14/27 Juin, 1907. 


No. 438. 

Sir 4. Kicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, June 30, 1907. 
F.O. 371/370. D. 11-11 A.M. 

Tel. (No. 115.) E. noon. 

Your telegram No. 94(^) was received after I had seen Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
but I am now writing to him to propose insertion of new clause, and am urging him 
to accept it, pointing out that it cannot possibly raise objections on the part of third 
Powers, as it merely states fact as to which there can be no question ; that it is not 
open to objections raised by him to former wording, nor does it expose Convention 
to the danger which he had indicated, and that it leaves our Convention on unassailable 
ground, and that it binds Eussia to nothing. I also mentioned that many people in 
England would consider a (? Convention) in regard to Persia which made no mention 
whatever of the interests of England in the Gulf as defective, and would weaken 
favourable reception of our Agreement which it is so essential to secure. 

I am confident that he would not have agreed to status quo clause. 

With regard to French intervention I would venture to point out that at this 
moment it might complicate matters by introducing a third Power into the discussions 
which hitherto we have conducted exclusively between ourselves. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs might possibly demur to our having taken a third party into our 
confidence, and he might consequently feel himself at liberty to consult with 
Germany, and this might be awkward. 


(*) I u. HKjira, p. 4 h4, No. 434.] 


No. 489. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/871. 

(No. 352.) St. Petersburgh, 1). June 80, 1907. 

Sir, E. July 8, 1907. 

I called on M. Isvolsky by appointment yesterday afternoon and told him that 
I had communicated to you the objections which he had raised on the occasion of 
my interview with him on the 24th instant in regard to the insertion in the preamble 
of the Draft Convention regarding Persia of a passage relative to the special interests 
of Great Britain in the maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf. I 
explained to His Excellency that the passage in question in no wise bound Eussia to 
take any action or laid any obligations upon her, nor did it do more at the utmost 
than ensure her neutrality supposing that Great Britain and any other Power had 
any discussions or differences in respect to the Persian Gulf. Moreover the passage 
was but the declaration of an incontrovertible fact, and amounted simply to a 
statement that Great Britain had especial interest in no distobance of her present 
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position occui’ring in the Gulf. I could not see why there should be a difihculty on 
the part of the Eussian Government to accept our proposal. Moreover I wished to 
tell him quite frankly that there was a considerable section of public opinion in 
England who would regard a Draft Convention with Persia which made no mention 
of British interests in the Persian Gulf as a defective convention, and a general 
acceptance of the agreement would be diminished — and this would be unfortunate, 

M. Isvolsky said that he was well aware that Eussia would not bind herself to 
take any action by subscribing to the preamble if amplified according to our wish : 
but that was not the point which rendered him averse to introducing the passage 
in question. I had intimated that the fact that Great Britain had a special interest 
in maintaining the status quo was an undoubted fact, but was it generally recognized? 
and what was precisely meant by the status quo? I repeated to him the substance 
of Lord Lansdowne’s declaration in 1903 and also your views as communicated in 
your telegram No. 93 of the 27th instant. (^) 

His Excellency said that all this might be called in question by other Powers^ 
Turkey or Germany for instance. His main objection however was, as he had 
explained to me on Monday last and as he had repeated in his Aide MSmoire of the 
27th instant, (^) that we proposed at the last moment to insert a clause which removed 
the Convention from the perfectly unassailable ground on which it had hitherto stood 
on to debateable territory. The Convention as drawn up gave no justification nor any 
excuse for any other nation to have a voice in the matter; it was, as I had said, a 
self-denying instrument between Eussia and England, and it touched on no interests 
other than those of our two countries. The Convention in short was on a “terrain 
inattaquable/' but now we wished to refer to regions where other Powers had interests,, 
some secular others perhaps prospective, and we wished to affirm in a Convention with 
Eussia and to which she should subscribe, that we had a special interest in maintaining 
the existing state of things. Did Turkey, in regard to Koweit for instance, recognize 
the existing state of things? Would Germany be pleased to see a formal assertion of 
British special interests in the Gulf embodied in an instrument which she had been 
assured dealt only with matters afEecting British and Eussian interests or their 
respective frontiers? We should be exposing our agreement to objections and 
complaints with he did not know what other consequences, and we should be leaving 
the safe line we had hitherto followed. He begged us not to insist on the clause or 
to make any mention of the Persian Gulf in the agreement. If we insisted he would 
have to reconsider with others the whole of the arrangement, and great delay at 
least would ensue. 

I told His Excellency that we had no wish to be irreconcilable, and I went over 
again some of our arguments, while he maintained his point of view ; and at length 
I said that in these circumstances my Government would be prepared to waive the 
request for the insertion of the clause but that, if the agreement were attacked in 
Parliament, as it was pretty sure to be, on the point that we had been discuBsing, 
you would have to make a statement on the subject : and that we would reaffirm the 
declaration of Lord Lansdowne in 1903, and explain that, as the Convention was 
chiefly concerned with the regions of Persia adjoining the respective frontiers, and was 
in the nature of a self-denying act, it was not considered appropriate to introduce 
into it a declaration respecting special interests in the Persian Gulf, which might be 
regarded as concerning other Powers, but that there was no reason to suppose that 
the maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf would give rise to difficulties 
between the two Governments. 

His Excellency said that he saw no objection to that and asked if I could give it 
to him in writing, I said that I was hardly prepared to do so as it was a mere 
sketch of the general sense of a statement to be made hereafter : but that possibly 
I might be able to let him have later the substance of it in a private letter. 

(1) fu. supra, pp. 481-2, No. 430.] 

C) supra, pp. 486-7, No. 437, encL] 
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I feel ijuite confident that I should not have been able to move M. Isvolsky from 
his standpoint; and I am equally confident that a persistence on om part on the 
insertion of the clause would have in the first place suspended a continuance of the 
negotiations for a long period, and in the second place would have very possibly 
endangered their ultimate success. I had no hope of inducing M. Isvolsky to modify 
his attitude on this special question; and I had at one time thought that it would 
really have been preferable if at my interview yesterday I had not made a fresh effort 
to do so, but had spontaneously waived the point and thereby hastened and facilitated 
negotiations on other questions. But on further consideration and in view of your 
instructions and of the great importance which His Majesty’s Government attach to 
the matter, I felt that I was bound to make one more effort which I regret to say was 
unsuccessful. 

1 have, &c. 

A. NTOOLSON. 


No. 440. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

JP.O. 371/371. 

(No. 354.) St. Petersburgh, D. July 1, 1907. 

Sir, E. July 8, 1907. 

I have the honour to state that your telegi-am No. 94 of the 29th ultimo(^) arrived 
here subsequent to my interview with M. Isvolsky on that day, and although I had 
told His Excellency that His Majesty’s Government would not, in view of his strong 
objections, insist on mention being made in the preamble as to the status quo in 
the Persian Gulf, it seemed to me that nevertheless I should communicate to him the 
amendment proposed in your above-mentioned telegram and endeavour to secure 
his adherence to the views of His Majesty’s Government in their modified form. 
I therefore addressed a private letter to His Excellency of which I beg leave to 
transmit a copy. I endeavoured in my communication to explain the character of 
the clause as amended, and to indicate that its acceptance should occasion no 
difficulties. If I find that His Excellency still maintains his objections, I consider 
that it would be better to drop the question, as a continued persistent pressure would, 
I am convinced, serve no useful purpose, and might indeed create serious difficulties. 
You were good enough to inform me in your telegram under acknowledgment 
that it was possible that the French Ambassador here might be instructed to intervene 
with the Eussian Government in support of our request. I would respectfully 
beg leave to submit that the interposition of a third Power might give cause to 
complications. At the outset of my deliberations it was agreed that the discussions 
should be conducted in confidence (see my despatch No. 338 of May 29, 1906), (“) and 
I have no reason for believing that M. Isvolsky has not loyally observed this under- 
taking. On the British side, beyond some very natural and general indications to 
the Japanese and French Eepresentatives as to the progress of the negotiations, the 
details have not been divulged, and the discussions have remained the exclusive 
property of the two Governments. If at this moment M. Isvolsky were to learn 
that France had been requested to support a proposal from our side, I am afraid 
that he might consider that he was consequently at liberty to take counsel with 
and impart his confidences to other Powers, and there is no doubt that in that case 
he would eonununicate with Germany whose interests in regard to the point at issue 
he considers to be important. It seems to me most undesirable that inter- 
communication on the subject of the Persian Convention should take place between 
the Cabinets of St. Petersburg and Berlin, and I would respectfully urge that no (*) 

(*) [«. mpra, p. 484, No. 484.] 

(®) [d. supra, pp. 287-8, No. 221.] 
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oecasion be afforded for tlieir initiation. M. Bompard has said nothing to me on 
the subject, and 1 feel confident that he would first speak to me before taking action. 
Were he to inform me that he was prepared to move, I would beg him to defer 
doing so until I had had an opportunity of communicating with you. 

I have, &c. 

A. NIGOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 440. 


Sir A. Nicolson to M. Isvolshi. 


Mon cher Ministre, Saint-P^tershourg, le 11 jBO Juin, 1907, 

J’ai reju hier soir un telegramme de Sir E. Grey proposant une nouvelle 
redaction de la phrase concernant le Golfe Persique que je m’empresse de vous 
communiquer. Mon Gouv[ernemen]t propose d’inserer dans le pr6ambule simple- 
ment les mots “ Great Britain has special interests in the Persian Gulf.” Je vous 
ai armonce hier que par deference a vos objections nous renoncions k notre desir 
dhnserer la phrase concernant le maintien du statu quo, mais j’espere que les mols 
que je vous communique par la pr^sente ne souleveront pas d'objections de votre part. 
Ils constatent seulement un fait incontestable que personne ne pent nier. Ils ne 
peuvent exposer notre Convention k aueun des dangers que vous avez indiquSs au 
sujet du maintien du status quo et ils n’engagent la Eussie a absolument rien. La 
phrase telle que je la propose laisse notre Convention sur un terrain inattaquable et 
la Puissance la plus susceptible n’y pourrait rien trouver k redire ou qui pourrait la 
justifier a formuler des plaintes apres en avoir pris eormaissance. Du reste, comme 
je me suis dSja permis de vous expliquer il y a beaucoup de monde en Angleterre qui 
seront d’avis qu’une Convention au sujet de la Perse qui ne fait aucune mention des 
interSts Britanniques dans le Golfe Persique serait une Convention dSfectueuse. et 
I’accueil favorable de Taccord en Angleterre, qui est tant k dSsirer, serait sensible- 
ment afiaibli parmi certains cercles politiques. 

Je vous prie, done, mon cher Ministre, de vouloir bien accorder un accueil 
favorable a la proposition que je vous communique et que je vous recommande 
chalem-eusement ; et j'espere que sous tres peu nous m&nerons k bonne et heureuse 
fin toutes nos negociations. 

Veuillez, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 441. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St, Petershurgh, July 2, 1907. 

F.O. S71/370. D. 2-26 p.m. 

Tel (No. 117.) E. 3-40 p.m. 

Persian Convention. Article I. 

Text sent to me I notice in tracing of Eussian line Ispahan is omitted. I presume 
this is a slip as we have raised no objections to Ispahan and the line would have to 
pass through it.(^) 

(^) [In Sir E. Grey’s reply, telegram No, 95 of July 2, it is stated that the omission of 
Ispahan was a “printer’s error.”] 
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No. 442. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, July 3, 1907. 
F.O. 371/370, D. 2 20 p.m. 

Tel. fNo. lis.) B- 6 p.m. 

My telegram No. 115 (^) : Persian Gulf. 

I have received this morning a reply from Minister for Foreign Affairs to my 
letter. (^) He says he has studied the new proposal with the sineerest desire to arrive 
at an agreement, but he regrets that the doubts expressed in his aide-mSmoire are not 
removed. Although new proposal takes into consideration in a larger measure 
interests of third Powers, it does not remove principal objection which concerns the 
introduction into the Convention of completely new element, and which is foreign 
to the original aim. In fact, Persian Gulf, as a whole, cannot be considered as an 
integral portion, and still less as a dependency of Persia; the questions connected 
with it are of a complex nature, and touch very diverse interests, and it is therefore 
difficult to bring them within the scope of the proposed Convention. In formulating 
this objection, Eussian Government do not wish in any way to ignore position acquired 
by Great Britain in the Gulf, and there is no objection to exchanging views later with 
His Majesty’s Government on the subject. But, being sincerely desirous of arriving 
as speedily as possible at a definite agreement on the points which are objects of 
present discussions, he again begs British Government to renounce their proposal 
to mention in the preamble of Convention their special interests in the Persian Gulf. 

I am afraid it would be to no purpose to continue to urge the question. I have 
done my best to bring him round to our view, but I am confident his objections will 
not be removed. He was with the Emperor yesterday, and probably consulted with 
His Majesty, and if we press matter further, we may block whole arrangement. 

I should be grateful for early reply to this telegram. 

[c, 8Upra, p. 4ti7, No. 438.1 
(®) [i). Hupra, p. 490, No. 440, riic/.] 


No. 443. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/371. 

(No. 359.) St. Petershurgh, D. July 3, 1907. 

Sir, E. July 8, 1907. 

With reference to my despatch No. 854(‘) of the let instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a letter which I received this morning from M. Isvolsky, 
and the substance of which I telegraphed to you in my telegram No. 118 of to-day’e 
date,(®) regarding the question of Britieh interests in the Persian Gulf. 

I see no prospects of being able to overcome the objections of M, Isvolsky to any 
mention being made in the Convention of those special interests : and I must frankly 
state my conviction that a persistence in our request will have the effect of blocking 
for some time the progress of our negotiations, and unless we withdraw our proposal, 
of finally leading to a deadlock. 

M. Isvolsky referred to the question this afternoon and reiterated the arguments 
which he had previously put forward. The only remark which I made w4s in reply 
to his statement that the Persian Gulf was not solely in Persian territorial waters, and 
I said that we might perhaps define the portion of the Gulf which bathed the coasts of 
Persia and which consequently came within the purview of the Convention. He said 

(') [d. supra, pp. 489-90, No. 440.] 

(“) [■B. immediately preosding document.] 
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that this would be impossible to effect, and would not remove his objections; and I 
therefore abstaiued from contmuing the conversation and said that I had referred the 
matter to my Government and must await their reply. ^ 

I have, &e. 


Enclosure in No. 443. 


A. NICOLSON. 


M. Isvolshi to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Mon cher Ambassadeur, Saint-Pitershourg , le 19 Juinj2 Juillet, 1907. 

Dans votre lettre du 17/30 juin,(^) a[nnee] c[ourante], vous me communiquez. 
une nouvelle redaction de la phrase sur le Golfe Persique, que Sir E. Grey voudrait 
voir ins&Se dans la Convention k conclure. An lieu de parler du maintien du 
statu quo dans le Golfe Persique, comme il le proposait avant, le Ministre des 
A[ffaires] E[trang6res] de la Grande-Bretagne voudrait qu’il fut fait simplement 
mention des interets speeiaux que PAngleterre possede dans ce Golfe. 

O'est avec le plus sincere desir de parvenir a un accord sur ce point que je me 
suis mis k PStude de la nouvelle proposition, mais je dois constater avec regret que lea 
doutes, auxquels, selon mon opinion, donnait lieu la clause relative au Golfe Persique 
dans la redaction precedents et qui se trouvent exposes dans Paide-memoire russe du 
14 juin, ne me semblent pas dissipes. 

Bien que la nouvelle redaction tienne compte dans une plus large mesure des 
intSrets de tierces Puissances, elle n’ecarte pas notre principals objection, celle qui a 
trait a Pintroduction dans notre accord relatif k la Perse d’un §16ment compl^tement 
nouveau et Stranger a son but primitif. En effet, le Golfe Persique, dans son entier,. 
ne pent pas Stre considere comme une partie integrante, ni encore moins comme une 
dfipendance de la Perse; les questions s*y rattachant sont d’un ordre complexe et 
touchent k des int^rSts fort divers; il serait done difidcile d© les fair© entrer dans 
le cadre de la Convention projetSe. Je n’h§site pas r§p6ter qu’en formulant cette 
objection, nous n’entendons nullement m^connaitre la position acquise par PAngleterre 
dans le Golfe Persique et que nous ne verrons aucun inconvenient k entrer plus tard, 
si Poccasion s’en presents, dans un ^change de vues k ce sujet avec -le Cabinet de 
Londres. Mais sincerement dSsireux d’arriver aussi vite que possible k une entente 
definitive sur les points qui font Pobjet de nos pourparlers actuels, je ne puis que' 
m’adresser encore une fois au Gouv[ernemen]t Britannique avec la priSre de bien 
vouloir renoncer k sa proposition de mentionner dans le prSambule de la susdite 
Convention ses int6rets speeiaux dans le Golfe Persique. 

Votre sineSrement d6vou6, 

ISWOLSKY. 

(®) [v. su'pnx, p, 490, No. 440, enol.] 


No, 444. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolso7i. 

F.O. 371/370. Foreign Office, July 5, 1907, 

Tel. (No. 99.) D. 1*40 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 118. (^) 

We appreciate your efforts to obtain insertion in the Persian Convention of 
mention of our special interests in the Persian Gulf, which M. Isvolsky is unwilling 
to accept. 

You should now inform him in writing that in deference to his views and to 
expedite the conclusion of Agreement we are willing to abandon the proposal for the 


(^) [y. supra, p. 491, No. 442.] 
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insertion of the status quo clause in the preamble and that we take note of the 
statement made in his m6m[orandu]m that the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t do not deny 
that Great Britain has a special interest in maintaining the status quo in the 
Persian Gulf.(^) 

You should add that owing to public opinion in this country it will be incumbent 
on me to make a public declaration of our views on the situation in the. Persian 
Gulf, on the lines of maintaining the status quo in the Persian Gulf, and to add 
that we have reason to believe that the question of the Persian Gulf is not likely to 
give rise to difficulties between us and the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t. 

I will communicate to you later the terms of the proposed declaration. 


MINUTES. (3) 

In deference to the objections urged to any mention of the Persian Gulf in the agreement 
with Kusaia I propose to omit this. But the opposition are sure to challenge us upon the subject; 
they will probably make their acceptance of the Agreement depend upon our ratffioation of 
Lord Lansdowne’s declaration; in any case we shall have to make some declaration; and I think 
therefore that this telegram should be sent, as Sir A. Nicolson presses a reply. 

The actual terms of the declaration I will submit later ; (^) this telegram leaves us uncommitted 
with regard to Lord Lansdowne’s words. Those words (which I enclose for reference) (®) are, 
as words, very strong; in substance they do not amount to very much. I should prefer 
something with less menace and more substance. Meanwhile I should be glad to know, if this 
telegram, agreeing to the omission of the Gulf from the agreement and telling the Bussian 
Gov[ernmen]t that we shall have to make some declaration and what the drift of it will be, is 
approved. If the Prime Minister, Lord Bipon and Mr. Morley agree to it, I do not think it 
need be submitted to the Cabinet, though the actual terms of the Declaration should perhaps be 
circulated when they are reEtdy. 

E, G. 

4.7.07. 


1 quite agree to the telegram which it is proposed to send to Sir A, Nicolson. — ^With respect 
to L[or]d Lansdowne’s Declaration I thought when I heard it made and I think still that the tone 
of the passage which I have marked (®) was unnecessarily menacing and I hope that some phrases 
more in accordance with usual diplomatic language may be used in any declaration which may be 
made to Parliament now. 

E. 


I only wonder whether it is worth while to add the last sentence to the telegram to Nicolson. 
It will, I should expect, be deprecated by Bussia as committing her in the way she fears with 
Germany — (almost as much as if the words of preamble had been retained). However, I don't 


press. 

The Lansdowne declaration may be considered later, I suppose. 


I concur in the telegram. 


J, M. 
4.7.07. 

H. C-B. 
4/. 


(^) [v. supra^ p. 483, No. 431. cp. p. 492, No. 443, end.] 

(®) [These minutes accompanied a preliminary draft of the telegram, which was finally 
despatched in the form given above.] 

(^) [-u. infra, p. 497, Ed. note.] 

(®) [Not reproduced, v. Pari, Deh., 4.th jSer.j Vol. 121, p. 1348.] 

(“) [The passage marked by Lord Bipon was the third sentence, relating to the establishment 
of a naval base or fortified port by any other Power.] 
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No. 445. 

Sir A. Nicolsnn to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, July G, 1907. 
F.O. 371/370. D. 11-20 a.m. 

Tel. (No. 122.) ' E. 2 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 99. (^) 

I suppose that Parliament will rise about the middle of August and that it is 
therefore important that Conventions should be concluded by the end of this month 
at the latest : in order to permit declaration to be made as to Persian Gulf I am 
urging Minister for Foreign Affairs to give me his reply as to Afghanistan as soon 
as possible and I will do my utmost to hasten on conclusion of Conventions and have 
told him we must terminate in three weeks. 

I am a little afraid that I may not succeed in signing as soon as is wished and 
their Afghan proposals may give trouble. But if we are unable to publish 
Conventions before Parliament rises and opportunity for making declaration is delayed 
I would respectfully suggest diflBiculty might be got over by my stating in covering 
despatch to Conventions that in accordance with your instructions I had made a 
communication to Minister of Foreign Affairs to the following effect and then giving 
terms of declaration : and covering despatch would be published with convention. 

(*) [oi. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 446. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/370. Foreign Ofice, July 8, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 102.) D. 2-60 p.m. 

Your telegram No. 122. (^) It is not essential that Conventions should be con- 
cluded before Parliament rises and will probably in any case be best that declaration 
as to Persian Gulf should be contained in a despatch from you to me or from me to 
you to be published -with the Conventions. I am anxious to meet M. Isvolsky’s wish 
to conclude the negotiations soon but there need not be any pressure from our side, 
which is inconvenient to him, so long as you are satisfied that there is no 
procrastination on his part. 

(^) [u. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 447. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/371. 

(No. 369.) St. Petersburgh, D. July 9, 1907. 

Sir, E. July 22, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of an Aide M4moire which 
M. Isvolsky communicated to me yesterday and which proposes a new tracing of 
the Eussian line in Persia in order to meet the views of His Majesty’s Government. 

I telegraphed the substance of the Aide Mimoire in my telegram No. 123 of 
yesterday’s date.(*) 

I have. &e. 

A. NICOLSON. 

(*) [Not reproduced.] 



495 


Enclosure in No. 447. 

Memorandum communicated <.by M. Isvolshi to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Le Gouv[ernemen]t Britannique ayant exprime le desir que la section orientale 
de la ligne qui delimiterait la sphere d’interets russes en Perse, mentionnde dans 
I’artpcle] I du projet de la Convention sur les affaires Persanes, ne passS-t pas a 
proximity de la frontiers perso-afghane et vint ahoutir non a Zulficar, comme cela 
a Ste d’abord propose par I’Angleterre, mais au point d’intersection des frontieres 
russe, persane et afghane, le Gouv[ememen]t Imp[erial] est tout pret a prendre 
ce vceu en consideration et pense qu’une ligne se dirigeant &, partir de Khak sur 
Khaf, Turbat-Sehekh-Djami, et laissant en dehors de la sphbre Eusse Kuh-Benitak 
pour aboutir au point d’interseetion des trois frontieres, satisferait pleinement aux 
conditions voulues. 

Le Ministere des A[ffaires] E[trangeres] de Eussie espere done, que le Cabinet 
de Londres voudra bien appr4cier I’esprit de conciliation dont le Gouv[6rnemen]t 
Imp[erial] fait preuve en laissant en dehors de la ligne sixsmentionnee Kiariz et 
Kuh-Benitak et en renon^ant a la voir terminer S, Zulficar mSme, et consentira ^ 
accepter la proposition ci-dessus exposes. 

Saint-P6tershourg , le 25 JuinfS Juillet, 1907. 


No. 448. 

India Office to Foreign Office. 

E.O. 371/371. India Office, July 20, 1907. 

The Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams 
from the Viceroy, dated 14 and 19 July, relative to the Anglo-Eussian negotiations 
as to the maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf. 

India Office, 20 July 1907. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 448. 

Government of India to Secretary of State for India. 

E.O. 371/871. 

Tel. July 14, 1907. 

Foreign Secret. Your telegram of 9th July, Persia, and Despatch from Sir E. 
Grey to S^ir A. Nicolson, 6th JunSjC^) received with Political Secretary’s letter of 
21at June. Government of India much regret that it should not have been possible 
to retain any mention in preamble of Convention of British interest in maintenance 
of status quo in Persian Gulf, as this would have removed most of the doubts which 
they have felt as to advantages of the Convention. As regards revised proposal to 
take note of the statement by M. Isvolsky in a memorandum, His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have no doubt borne in mind remarks contained in Spring Eice's Despatch 
No. 855, from St. Petersburg, 26th October, 1903, (®) to the effect that an assurance 
expressed in word or writing is regarded as only of temporary validity and liable to 
change with changing conditions, and that Eussian Government believe Eussian 
assurances are (?) sometimes accepted merely for Parliamentary purposes. The 
remarks of Sir Charles Scott in his Despatch No. 11, 7th January 1904, (®) in reporting 

(1) supra., pp. 465-8, No. 417.} 

(®) [No* reproduced..! 
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Count Lamsdorff's conversation, are to the same effect, and indicate that Eussian 
Government makes definite mental reservation as to permanence of any such 
assurance. We are unaware of reasons why Isvolsky declines to insert this clause 
in preamble, but his hesitation in the matter may, perhaps, be due to some such 
causes as those indicated above. We trust that if insertion in preamble is impossible, 
British interest in maintenance of status quo will be asserted in the most definite 
terms, and that overt measures, as occasion may offer, will be taken in Gulf to show 
that there is every intention to act up to declaration. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 448. 

Government of India to Secretary of State for India. 

F.O. 371/371. Simla, July 19, 1907, 

Tel. E. 8-39 p.m. 

Foreign Secret. In continuation of my telegram of the 14th inst[ant]. Please 
see Spring-Eice’s telegram of the 12th July(^) reporting proposal of Eussian doctor 
effecting quarantine arrangements in Persian Gulf. We now learn for first time, 
from telegram from Sir E. Grey to Nicolson, No. 89, of June 2lBt,G) copy 
received with Political Secretary’s letter of June 28th, that Eussian Gov[ernmen]t 
were to be informed that British objection to maintenance of sanitary station at Karez 
would be withdrawn, provided that Eussia would agree not to interfere with British 
control over quarantine in Gulf. We are fully prepared, as already intimated, to 
provide for improvements in quarantine considered essential by Dr. Thomson, pending 
consideration of Sanitary Council’s scheme, which we have not yet received. We trust 
that strong protest will be made against proposal of Eussian doctor affecting our 
control at very time when Eussia is ostensibly considering possibility of promising 
not to interfere with that control. In view of present incident, we venture with the 
greatest respect again to suggest that it is of utmost importance that the question of 
maintenance of status quo in the Persian Gulf including quarantine arrangements 
should form integral part of Convention with Eussia. We have now seen M. levolski’s 
objections to mention of Gulf, as reported m Nicolson’s telegram of the 24th June,(®) 
and we are unable to recognise their special force, for they would apply as strongly to 
mention of zone assigned to Eussia, in which other nations have as large if not 
larger interests than in the Gulf. British and Indian interests are already paramount 
in the Gulf, and if construction of lower section of Bagdad railway is to form an 
object of British policy it is now more important than ever to maintain our existing 
rights and interests there. 

Even at the last moment we would venture to point out that our conciliatory 
attitude towards Eussia as regards Tibet and Afghanistan, and the fact that we have 
recognised as her sphere of interests most of Persia, while retaining in our sphere a 
very small area, most of which is incapable of commercial or industrial development, 
and that we voluntarily renounced the strong political position which we had secured 
at Tehran and elsewhere owing to the action of popular party, would appear to entitle 
us to require from her full recognition of our vital interests in the Gulf, especially 
as we now confine these to the coast only by drawing our line from Bunder Abbas. 
Eussian refusal to recognise our interests in this matter, coupled with rumours from 
German source here that Persian Majlis is considering concession of Khanikin 
railway to Germany, and report that a start is being made on Bagdad Khanikin line, 
would lead us to fear secret understanding with Germany, tending to undermine our 
position in the Gulf and at Bagdad, and clearing up of situation might be (? far more) 
to our advantage. 

(®) TNot reproduced.] 

G) [v. supra, p. 478, No. 425.] 

G) [^j. supra, pp. 475-6, No. 428.] 



497 


[ED. NOTE. — On August 8, Sir Edward Grey sent Sir A. Nicolson a despatch No. 295, which is 
printed infra, p. 554, No. 492. It contained as Enclosure 2 “ a copy of the Declaration relating to 
British interests in the Persian Gulf which T propose to make in Parliament or in a published 
despatch to you, after the conclusion of the agreement.’^ This declaration was as follows : 

Proposed British Declaration. 

This Convention is limited to the regions of Persia touching the respective frontiers of Great 
Britan and Russia in Asia, and the Persian Gulf is not part of those regions, and only partly in 
Persian territory. It has not therefore been considered appropriate to introduce into the Convention 
a positive declaration respecting special interests possessed by Great Britain in the Gulf, the 
result of British action in those waters for more than a hundred years. 

His Majesty’s Government have reason to believe that this question will not give rise to 
difficulties between the two Governments should developments arise which make further discussion 
affecting British interests in the Gulf necessary. For the Russian Government have in the course 
of the negotiations leading up to the conclusion of this Convention explicitly stated that they 
do not deny that Great Britain has a special interest in the maintenance of the status quo in the 
Persian Gulf — a statement of which His Majesty’s Government have formally taken note. 

In order to make it quite clear that the present Convention is not intended to affect the 
position in the Gulf, and does not imply any change of policy respecting it on the part of Great 
Britain, His Majesty’s Government think it desirable to draw attention to previous declarations 
of British policy, and to reaffirm generally previous statements as to British interests in the 
Persian Gulf and the importance of maintaining them. 

His Majesty’s Government will continue to direct all their efforts to the proservatinn of the 
status quo in the Gulf and the maintenance of British trade; in doing so, they have nn desire, to 
exclude the legitimate trade of any other Power. 

This declaration, with some slight changes of wording, was sent as a despateh to Sir A. Nicolson 
on August 29, 1907. It was published in this form with the text of the Convention in Cd. 3750 on 
September 20, 1907. .1. (f- P. (190R), OXXV, (Cd. 3750), p. 478. It is reprinted infra, pp. 501^2, 
No. 455.] 


No, 449. 

Sir A. NkoUon to Sir Edward Grey. 

St, PeterHhurgh , August 12, 1907. 
F.O. 371/371. ' ’ D. 8 p.m. 

Teh (No. 148.) E. 9 p.m. 

Persian draft Convention. 

I communicated to the Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day the Memoranda as to 
the rectification of proposed Eussian line and as to the transfer of the telegraph 
lines. (^) He feared that proposal to leave Khaf out of the Eussian sphere might give 
rise to discussions with General Staff. I employed necessary and obvious arguments, 
and impressed on him that we must urge very strongly acceptance of our proposal. 

I found Minister for Foreign Affairs in an excellent disposition, and I feel 
confident that he will do his best. 

(*) fop. Rupra, pp. 460-1, No. 416.] 


ND. 450. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Qrey. 

F.O. 871/371. 

(No. 418.) St. Petersburgh, D. August 15, 1907., 

Sir, E. August 19, 1907. 

I suggested in a private letter to Mr. Isvolsky that we should take steps to avoid 
any ambiguity occurring in the future as to the localities through which the lines 
defining our respective spheres of interest in Persia might pass. I pomted out to His 
Excellency that the Convention mentioned that the English and Eussian hues passed 
[16942] 2 ir 



tlirough certain localities, and it should be made clear, perhaps by a note Verbale 
which could be appended to the Convention, that it was understood that such 
localities were included either within the English or the Eussian sphere, as the case 
might be. 

Mr. Isvolsky remarked to me yesterday that he quite saw the point of my 
suggestion, and he would propose that in the Convention itself it should be stated that 
the lines passed through and included such and such localities. He would prefer 
stating this in the text of the Convention and not recording it in a separate Note 
Verbale, as in the latter case undue attention might be called to the fact and it 
would be difficult to avoid employing the phrase ‘‘spheres of interest,” which it 
was desirable to suppress. Besides it would be better not to increase the number of 
annexes and other supplementary documents. 

I told His Excellency that I quite agreed with him and I asked him to find a 
good French word for the equivalent of “included.” I trust that you will concur 
with the insertion in the text of the Convention of the phrase proposed. 

I have, &c. 

A. NTCOLRON. 


No. 451. 

Sir A. Nicolso7i to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 871/372. 

1^0. 425.) St. Petersburgh, D. August 20, 1907. 

E. Se'ptemher 3, 1907. 

I gave M. Isvolsky on my return from London a copy of the proposed declaration 
which would be published simultaneously with the Arrangement concerning Persia, 
and which dealt with the question of the special interests of Great Britain in the 
Persian Gulf. I have the honour to transmit a copy of an Aide-Memoire which I 
have received from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs saying that that Department 
sees no objection whatever to the publication of such a declaration and merely 
rectifying the rendering of the Eussian statement in respect to the recognition by 
the Eussian Government of the special interests of Great Britain in the Persian 
Gulf. 

I have, (fcc. 

A. NTCOLRON. 

Enclosure in No. 451. 

Aide-Memoire. 

Ayant pris connaissanee du projet de la declaration que le Gouvernement 
Britannique se propose de faire sur la question du Golfe Persique, le Ministfere 
Imperial des Affaires Etrangeres s’empresse de faire savoir a, I’Ambassade 
d Angleterre qu il ne voit aucun inconvenient a ce qu’une pareille d4claration soit 
faite. 

Le Ministers croit seulement devoir faire observer a I’Ambassade que la 
deuxieme pbrase du deuxieme alinda du projet ne rend pas d’une nianibre tout a 
fait exacts le texte du passage de I’aide-mgmoire russe, remis a Sir Arthur Nicolson 
le 14/27 juin 1907, (^) relatif au point de vue du Gouvernement Imperial sur les 
int4r4ts de la Grande-Bretagne dans les eaux en question, et qu’afin de. rendre cette 
phrase pin conforms au texts original il serait neeessaire de dire que “le Cabinet 
Imperial n’4tend pas nier les int4r4ts speciaux de I’Angleterre dans le Golfe 
Persique.” 


(^) [d. supra, pp. 482-3, No. 431.] 
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No. 452. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 371/325. 

(No. 426.) St. Petershurgh, D. August 20, 1907. 

Sir, E. September 3, 1907. 

I wrote a private letter to M. levolsky in regard to the form in which the 
several Conventions should be drawn up, and I told him that His Majesty’s 
Government would wish that they should be signed by himself and me as 
Plenipotentiaries of our respective sovereigns and furnished with full powers. I said 
that as the instruments treated of questions of great importance and, in fact, laid 
down the bases on which the future relations of the two countries in Central Asia 
would in great measure be conducted, it would seem advisable that (hey should be 
cast in a formal shape. It was of especial importance that the preambles should 
be retained, and these, to my mind, would more naturally preface a Convention 
than an Arrangement. 

M. Isvolsky, in conversation, had some doubts on the subject and subsequently 
embodied his views in an aide-mSmoire of which I have the honour to transmit a 
copy. 

I have telegraphed to you on the .subject, (^) but this despatch will reach your 
hands after your decision has been received by me, and I therofni-e simply forward 
the document which M. Isvolsky has communicated 1o me. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 452. 

Aide-m4moire. 

Si. Petershurgh, August 19, 1907. 

Dans la serie d’ accords (pii out dte coxrclus entre I’Angleterre et la France, un 
seulement a etS revStu de la forme d’une Convention, celui qui coneerne la Terre- 
Neuve et I’Afrique. 

II semblerait que duns les relations Internationales entre deux Etats il ne peut 
Stre question de Convention que lorsqu’il s’agit de droits rentrant dans I’idde de la 
souverainetfi. En effet, les accords anglo-fran(;.ai8 concernant les territoires 
susmentionnes, sur lesquele lea deux Etats ont rospectivement des droits souverains, 
forment I’objet d’une Convention, tandis quo les actos ayant trait au Siam, au 
Maroc — ^Btats inddpendants, et d, I'Egypte — Etat vassal d’une tierce ruiasanco, — 
revStent la forme de ddclarations. Or, dans le cas actuel d’un accord & conelure 
entre I’Angleterre et la Russie, il est S, prendre en consideration que la Perse dtant 
un Etat indSpendant et le Thibet Stant un Etat vassal d’un autre Etat ind^pendant 
— la Chin 3, les deux Parties Contractantes n’ont sur ces regions aucuns droits 
souverains dont elles porarraient disposer it leur guise. 

Quant S, la question du Prdambule, sa presence n’implique pas in4vitablement 
la forme de Convention et par consequent I’obligation de faire ratifier Facte 
international dans lequel il se trouve — i preuve I’accord russo-japonais qui vient 
d’etre signd le 17 (30) juillet : il oontient un Pr^ambule et n’a pas fitd muni de la 
ratification ImpSriale. 

Il n’y aurait done aucun inconvenient ce que les arrangements projetSs, mSme 
etant qualifies de declarations, arrangements ou accords, conservent leur prdambule, 
dont I’importance est incontestable. 

D’ailleurs, au point de vue des intfirSts de I’Angleterre et de la Russie, la 
prSfdrence accordde ces demiers termes sur celui de “Conventions” n’aurait 
aucun caraetbre prdjudiciable, toutes ces formes ayant la mfime validity d’actes (*) 


p6942] 


(*) fi». Bupm, p. 2S0, No. 281.] 
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infcernationaux et engageant les Parties Contractantes les unes aussi bien que les 
autres. 

L’idee de la possibilite de conclure une Convention dans les questions persane 
et thibetaine devrait, semble-t-il, etre absolument exclue. 

Une Convention ne pourrait a la rigueur Stre conclue que par rapport a 
r Afghanistan, vu la situation speciale de ee pays vis-a-vis de I’Angleterre. 

H est a noter en outre que les bruits ayant trait a 1’ accord anglo-russe 
rencontrent un interet tres vif en Asie ; sa publication est att endue anxieusement 
tant en Perse qu’en Chine, et si cet accord revet la forme solennelle d’une Convention 
cela froissera certainement les susceptibilites legitimes des cercles gouvernementaux 
persan et chinois, qui pourraient prendre ombrage de la maniere dont PAngleterre 
et la Bussie disposent de leur pays, avec lesquels elles entretiennent d’egal a egal 
des relations diplomatiques directes. Au eontraire, une declaration, arrangement 
ou accord, constatant purement et simplement la ligne de conduite que les deux Etats 
s’engagent mutuellement a observer dorenavant par rapport aux questions persane 
et thibetaine, n’aurait pas le caractere d’nne atteinte aux droits souverains de la Perse 
et de la Chine et n’entrainerait pas de suites defavorables au point de vue politique. 

Saint PeUrshourg, le 6 [19] aoUt, 1907. 


No. 453. 


Sir A. Nicolson to S%r Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/872. 

(No, 428.) St, Petershurghj D, August 26, 1907. 

Sir, E. September 3, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit, herewith, an Aide-MSmoire, which M. Isvolsky 
handed to me on the 24th instant, regarding the cession to the Eussian(’^) Government 
of the British rights over the Tehran-Khanikin telegraph line and stating that the 
Eussian Government have no objection to the prolongation for 20 years of the 
concessions of the telegraph lines Teheran— Boushir, Jask-Gwaddar, and Kachair-Eobat. 

I presume that no steps will be taken at Teheran in regard to the latter 
question until the Agreements between His Britannic Majesty’s Government and 
that of Eussia have been signed. 

I have, & 0 . 

A. NTCOLRON. 


Enclosure in No. 458. 


Aide-m4moire. 

St. Petersburgh, August 24, 1907. 

Le Gouvernement Imperial accepte en principe la cession a la Eussie des droits 
dont le Gouvernement Britannique dispose sur la ligne t^legraphique TSh4ran- 
Khanikin, ainsi que cela est projete dans l’aide-m§moire de I’Ambassade Britannique 
du 10/23 juin 1907, (^) et ne trouve pas d^objections a la prolongation pour une duree 
de vingt ans des concessions des lignes Teheran-Boushir, Djask-Gwaddur, et 
Kachan-Eobat. 

Quant au cote financier de. cette question, le Gouvernement Imperial ee reserve 
d’entrer dans un echange de vues avec le Gouvernement anglais afin de r4gler cette 
affaire k I’amiable, aussitSt qu’il sera en possession des donnges exactes k ce sujet 
demand^es dans Taide-mSmoire ministeriel du 29 juillet dernier. 

Saint-PStersbourg , ce 10/24 aoUt, 1907. 


(0 [In original “Persian,” corrected to “ Russian,” by Sir E. Grey.] 
[oj. supra-, pp. 480-1, No. 429, encl.] 
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No. 464. 

Sir A Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, August 29, 1907. 
F.O. 371/320. D. 2 p.m. 

Tel (No. 175.) E. 4 p.m. 

Anglo-Eussian L]onvention. 

. . . .(^) Exchange of Telegraph lines in Persia. M[iniBter for] E[oreign] 
A[ffairs] agrees with your viewe. We have arranged that arrangement as to the 
exchange of telegraph lines should be a separate document not to be published with or 
appended to convention and to be termed Arrangement. It would be clumsy to make 
a note of it. An additional eentence as to the two representatives later approaching 
Persian Government will be inserted. Both His Excellency and I will sign arrange- 
ment and it will not be published until consent of Persian government iae been 
obtained. I have given all information as to Tehran-Meshed line and he made no 
remarks. I did not invite any. Of course arrangement will be signed simultaneously 
with convention. (^) 

I have given him a memorandum taking note of his memorandum as to the 
prolongation of British telegraph concessions. 

Negotiations are now concluded. Final texts go to Emperor to-day for His 
Majesty’s approval and we sign on Saturday. 

(^) [The first part of this ielogratn reforroil to A%hau affairs and is printed, infra, p. 573, 
No. 512.] 

(2) [Tel. No. 173 to Sir A. Nirolson of Aiigust 20, 1907, concurred “ in proposed arrangements 
respecting change of telegraphs.”] 

(^) [v. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 465. 

{The Persian. Gulf Dedaratiou.) 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/372. 

(No. 325.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 29, 1907. 

I have to-day authorized Y[ our] E[xcellency] by telegraph to sign a Convention 
with the Eussian Gov[ernmonjt. containing arrangements on the subject of Persia 
Afghanistan and Thibet. 

The arrangement respecting Persia is limited to the regions of that country 
touching the respective frontiers of Great Britain and Bussia in Asia, and the Persian 
Gulf is not part of those regions, md is only partly in Persian territory. It has not 
therefore been considered appropriate to introduce into the Convention a positive 
declaration respecting special interests possessed by Great Britain in the Gulf, the 
result of British action in those waters for more than a hundred years. 

His Majesty’s Government liave reason to believe that this question will not give 
rise to difficulties between the two Governments should developments arise which 
make further discussion affecting British interests in the Gulf necessary. For the 
Russian Government have in the course of the negotiations leading up to the 
conclusion of this arrangement explicitly stated that they do not deny the special 
interests of Great Britain in the Persian 6ulf(^) — a statement of which Bis Majesty's 
Government have formally taken note. 

(^) fcp. supra, p. 498, No. 451, end. (cp. p. 497, Ed. note.) v. also the following refercmctcK 
to the Declaration on the Persian G-ulf in thn debate in the House of Ijords in 19Q8, Pari. Deh., 
4th Ser., Vol. 188, Lord Curzon, pp. 1010-8; Ijord Fitzmaurice, pp. 108B-9; IxW Sanderson, 
pp. 1809-11; Lord Lansdowne, pp. 1827-8; Lord Crewe, pp, 1889-40.] 

[16942] 2x3 
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In order to make it quite clear that the present arrangement is not intended to 
affect the position in the Gulf, and does not imply any change of policy respecting it 
on the part of Great Britain, His Majesty’s Government think it desirable to dra\v 
attention to previous declarations of British policy, and to reaffirm generally previous 
statements as to British interests in the Persian Gulf and the importance of 
maintaining them. 

His Majesty’s Government will continue to direct all their efforts to the 
preservation of the status quo in the Gulf and the maintenance of British trade; in 
doing so, they have no desire to exclude the legitimate trade of any other Power. 

I am, itc. 

E. GEEY. 


No. 456, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edwa7'd Grey. 

F.U, 371/825. 

(No. 445. j St. Petershurgh, 1). August 31, H)()7. 

Sir, 11. September 3, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit, herewith, the Convention which was signed to-day 
by M. Isvolsky and myself for the settlement of certain questions affecting the 
interests of Great Britain and Eussia in Asia. 

I also beg leave to forward a note which I received from M. Isvolsky, in response 
to a communication from me, of which a copy is herewith enclosed, on the subject of 
the entry of scientific missions into Thibet. (^) 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 456. 


Convention. 

Sa Majeste le Eoi du Eoyaume Uni de la Grande Bretagne et d’lrlande et 
des Territoires Britanniques au dela des mere, Einpereur des Indes, et Sa Majeste 
I’Empereur de toutes les Eussies, animus du sincere desir de regler d’un eonsento- 
ment mutuel differentes questions touchant aux interets de Leurs Etats sur le 
continent Asiatique, ont resolu de conclure des accords destines a pr6venir toute 
cause de malentendus entre la Grande Bretagne et la Eussie par rapport aux dites 
questions et ont nomme a cet effet pour Lours Pl^nipotentiaires respectifs— savoir : 

Sa Majesty le Eoi du Eoyaume Uni de la Grande Bretagne et d’lrlande et des 
Territoires Britanniques au dela des mere, Empereur des Indes : 

le Tres Honorable Sir Arthur Nicolson, son Ambassadeur Extraordinaire 
et Plenipotentiaire prfes Sa Majesty I’Empereur de toutes les Eussies. 

Sa Majeste I’Empereur de toutes les Eussies : 

le Maitre de Sa Cour Alexandre Iswolsky, Ministre dee Affaires Etrang^res, 

lesquels, apree s’etre communique leurs pleins pouvoirs, trouv^s en bonne et due 
forme, sont convenus de ce qui suit : 


Arrangement concernant la Perse. 

Les Gouvernements de la Grande Bretagne et de Eussie, s’Stant mutuellement 
engages a respecter I’integritS et Pindependance de la Perse et desirant sincSrement 
la preservation de 1 ordre dans toute I’fitendue de ce pays et son dfiveloppement 
pacifique, aussi bien que I’etablissement permanent d’avantages Sgaux pour le 
commerce et I’industrie de toutes les autres nations ; 

considerant que ehacun d’eux a, pour des raisons d’ ordre geographique et 
foonomique, un int^rSt special au maintien de la paix et de T ordre dans certaines 

(^) [v. supra, pp. 354-5, No, 318 (6).] 



503 


provinces de la Perse coutigues on voisines a la frontiere Eusse, d’une part, et aux 
frontieres de I’Afghanietan et du Beloudjistan, de I’autre ; et etant desirenx d’4viter 
tout motif de conflit entre leure inter^ts reepectifa dans les provinces persanes dont il 
a ete fait mention plus haut; 

se sent mis d’ accord sur les termes suivants : 

I. 

La Grande Bretagne s’engage a ne pas rechercher pour elle mSme et A ne pas 
appuyer en favour de sujets britanniques, aussi bien qu’en faveur de sujets de 
Puissances tierces, de concessions quelconques de nature politi(iue ou coramereiale — 
telles que lee concessions de chomins de fer, de banques, de tel^graphes, de routes, 
de transport, d’assurance, &c. — au dela d’une ligne allant de Kasri-Chirin par Isfahan, 
.Tezd, Khakh et aboutissant a un point sur la frontiere I^ersane ii I’intersection des 
frontieres Eusse et Afghans, et k ne pas s’opposer, directement ou indirectement, S, 
des demandes de pareilles concessions dans eettc region soutenues par le Gouverne- 
ment Eusse. II est bien entendu que les localites mentionn^es ci-dessus entrent dans 
la region ou la Grande Bretagne s’engage a ne pas rechercher les susdites 
concessions. 

II. 

La Eussic de son cote s'engage a ne pas rechercher pour elle-nunne ot a no 
pas appuyer en faveur de sujets russea, aus.si bien qu’en faveur de sujets de 
Puissances tierces, de concessions quelconques de nature politique ou commerciale, 
telles que les concessions de chemins de fer, do banques, de telbgraphes, de routes, 
de transport, d’assurance, 4;c, — an dela d’lme ligne allant de la frontibre Afghani' 
par Gazik, Birdjand, Kerman et aboutissant il Bender Abbas, et ne pas s’opposer, 
directement ou indirectement, Jk des demandes de pareilles concessions dans cette 
region soutenues par le Gouvernement Britanniqno. H est bien entendu que les 
localites mentionnees ci-dessus entrent dans la region oh la Eussie s’engage h ne pas 
rechercher les suedites concessions. 

III. 

La Eussie s’engage pour sa part il ne pas s’opjioser, sans s’bko prealablement 
ontendue avec I’Angleterre, il ee que des concessions quelconques soient donnfiee a des 
siijets britanniques dans les regions de la Perse situgee entro les lignes mentionngos 
dans les articles I et II. 

La Grande- Bretagne prend un engagement identique en ce qui concerns des 
concessions k donner & des sujets rusees dans les monies rggions de la Perse. 

Toutes les conceesions existant aetuellement dans les rggions dgsignges dans lee 
articles I et II sont maintenues. 

IV. 

Il est entendu que les revenus de toutee les donanes persanes, h 1’ exception de 
celles du Farsistan et du Golfe Persiquo, revenus garantissant I’amortissement et les 
intgrets des omprunts conclus par le Gouvernement du Rchah & la Banquo d’Fjseornpte 
et de Prbts de Perse jusqu’k la date de la signature du prgsent arrangement, eeront 
affectgs au mgme but que par le passg. 

Il est ggalement entendu que les revenus des donanes persanes du Farsistan et du 
Golfe Pereique, aussi bien que eeux des pgcheries sur lo littoral persan de la mer 
Caspienne et ceux des Postes et Tglggraphes seront affectgs comme par le passg au 
service des emprunts conclus par le Gouvernement du Schah k la Banque Impgriale de 
Perse jusqu’a, la date de la signature du prgsent arrangement. 

V. 

En cas d’irrggularitgs dans I’amortissement ou le paiement dee % % des 
emprunts persane conclus a. la Banque d’Eseompte et de Prgts de Perse et a la 
[169421 2 K 4 
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Banque Imperiale de Perse jusqu’a la date de la signature du present arrangement, 
et si la necessite se presente pour la Eussie d’instituer un controls sur des sources de 
revenus garantissant le service regulier des emprunts conclus a la premiere des 
dites Banques et eituees dans la region mentionnee dans 1’ article II du present 
arrangement, ou pour la Grande Bretagne d’instituer un controle sur des sources de 
revenus garantissant le service regulier des emprunts conclus a la seconds des dites 
Banques et situees dans la region mentionnee dans T article I du present arrangement, 
les Gouvernements Anglais et Eusse s’engagent a entrer prealablement dans un 
echange d’idees amical en vue de determiner d’un commun accord les mesures de 
controle en question et d’eviter toute ingerence qui ne serait pas coiiforme aux 
principes servant de base an present arrangement. 


Conve7ition3 co7icer7mnt V Afghanistan (v. infra, pp. 541-4, No. 483) et h Thibet 

(v. supra, pp. 352-4, No. 317). 

La presente convention sera ratifies et les ratifications en seront §changees a 
St, Petersbourg aussitot que faire se pourra.(^) 

En foi de quoi les Plenipotentiaires respeetifs ont signs la presente Convention 
et y ont appose leurs cachets. 

Fait a St. Petersbourg, en double expedition, le 18/31 Aout 1907. 

A. NIOOLSON. ISWOLSKY. 

(L.S.) (L.S.) 


(^) [Ratifications were exchanged on September 23. A formal communication of the text 
was made to the Great Powers und Persia on the 24th, to China un the 25th. It was published on 
the 26th. A substantially accurate summary had appeared in the Russian newspaper the “ Retch ” 
on September 19. The full text is printed in B.F.S.P,, Vol. 100, (1911), pp. 555-60, and is 
reproduced infra, pp. 618-20, Appendix I.] 


No. 457. 

Sir Edwanl Groij to Sir G. Sprmg-Rice.{^) 

P\0. 371/372. Foreign Office, September 16, 1907, 

Tel (No. 118.) D. 4*15 p.m. 

Your Telegram No. 263. (^) 

We shall communicate the Agreement to the Great Powers confidentially two 
or three days before publication which will probably take place on 26th inBt[ant]. 

You may communicate it to the Persian Gov[ernmen]t on the 24th if your 
Eussian Colleague receives similar instructions and at the same time inform the 
Minister for] P[oreign] A[ffairB] that there is no secret clause. 

We presume you have com[muniea]ted summary telegraphed to you on 
i:5ept[ember] 7. (No. 108.) (") 

(1) [Repeated to St. Petersburgh as No. 198 of September 16, 1907, D. 4*15 p.m. with the 
following addition “ Ask Russian Government to give similar instructions to their Minister at 
Tehran. ”] 

(^) [In Tel. No. 263 of September 15, 1907, Sir 0. Spriug-Rice emphasized the suspicion in 
which the Agreement was held in Persia, and suggest t>d that an early and formal communication 
would have a pacifying effect, and preclude the possibility of German action.] 

(3) [Not reproduced.] 
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No. 458. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

F.U. 371/312. 

Sir, Foreign Office, Feptemher ID, 1307. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of youi' 
letter of the 11th inst[ant] requesting liis opinion as to the answer to be returned 
to an enquiry made by the Gov[ernmen]t of India concerning the effect of the new 
Anglo-Eussian Arrangement respecting Persia on the rights of ll[is] M[ajeBty’s] 
G[ov6rnment] in the matter of railway construction in the southern part of that 
country under the pledge given by Shah Nasr-ed-Din in 1888 and confirmed by 
the late Shah in 1900. , 

I am to inform you in reply that the Arrangement would clearly prevent 
H[iB] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] from constructing a railway line as far as Tehran 
but that, in Sir E. Grey’s opinion, the wording of the pledge given by Nasr-ed-Din 
Shah in 1888 would justify them in asking to be allowed to construct a line in 
Southern Persia, should they desire to do so, in the event of the Eussian Government 
obtaining a concession to construct one in the north. 

The Gov[ernmen]t of India will doubtless not overlook the fact that the Eu.ssian 
Gov[ernmen]t have undertaken, by the new Arrangement, not to oppose concessions 
supported by H[ie] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] in the British sphere, nor, without 
previous discussion with H[is] M[ajeBty’R] G[ovcrnmen]t, in the neutral zon^ 
either, and that the position of Great Britain is therefore stronger in tliia respec*- 
at present than it was before the signature of the Convention. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


No. 469. 

Sir (J. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward (Irny. 

F.O. 371/373. 

(No. 215.) Qulahek, D. September 24, 1907. 

Sir, E. October 28, 1907. 

As I had the honour to report in my Telegram No. 277(‘) I this day communicated 
to the Persian Government the te.xt of the Anglo- EuBsian Agi’eement to which 1 
attached a Persian translation — “ non garautie ’’-—drawn up in concert with my Eussian 
colleague. I transmit to you herewith copy of the covering letter, which I sent with 
the text to the Persian Government, with tho, concurrence of MonHieur de Hartwig. 

The latter was of opinion that we should state verbally, rather than in writing, 
that there were no secret clauses to the Treaty, holding that a written affirmation 
might create a precedent by which parties other t,ban those signatory to any future 
Treaties might expect a similar declaration by the Contracting Powers, and declare 
themselves dissatisfied if it were not. forthcoming. In this view, as reported in my 
above-mentioned Telegram, I concurred. 

I have, &e. 

CECIL SPEING-BICE. 

Bneloeure in No. 459. 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sad-nd-Dowleh. 

Monsieur le Ministre, T6h4ran, la 24 Septomhre, 1907.* 

Conformement aux instructions que j’ai revues de mon Gouvernement, j’ai 
rhonmeur de vous transmettre ci-joint, le texts de I’Arrangement du 18/31 Aofit, 


0 ) Not reproduced. It gives the substaaoe of the above despatch in shorter form.] 
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1907, intervenu entre La Grande-Bretagne et la Russie, en tant que Liet Arrange- 
ment a trait a des matieres pouvant interesser le Gouvernement Persan. 

Pour faciliter la lecture de ce document j’ai annexe au texte fraiifais une 
traduction persane non garantie de PArrangement. 

Afin d’eviter tout malentendu, je crois devoir ajouter qu’il est bien entendii quo 
c'est le texte frangais qui fait foi. 

Le texte de PArrangement sera officiellement communique aux Graiides 
Puissances, et la publication en aura lieu dans le plus bref delai. 

Veuillez, Ac. 

CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


No. 460. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

E.O. 371/372. 

Sir, Foreign Office ^ Sej[)temher 25, 1907. 

With reference to I[ndia] 0[fiB.ce] letter of Aug[uBt] 24 relative to the projected 
transfer of the respective British and Russian rights over the Tehran-Meshed and 
Meshed-Seistan telegraph lines, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 
tr[anBmit] to you herewith copy of a despatch from H[iB] M[ajesty’B] Ambassador 
iP St. Petersburg forwarding the draft of a telegram which the Russian 
Gov[ernmen]t propose to address to their Minister at Tehran giving the reasons 
which have prompted the transaction, and instructing him to confer with H[iB] 
M[ajesty’s] Minister as to the measures to be adopted with a view to obtain the 
consent of the Persian Gov[ernmen]t to its accomplishment. 

H[iB] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] are, ae you are aware, still awaiting certain 
mform[atio]n which the Russian Gov[ernmen]t have promised to supply regarding 
the nature of their control over the Meshed-Seistan line, which, when received will 
be at once communicated to you but I am to state that it did not appear to 
Sir E. Grey to be necessary to delay an expression of his concurrence with the terms 
of the draft instructions, which the Persian Gov[ernmen]t were anxious to receive 
as soon as possible, until he was in possession of these details and he accordingly 
intimated his agreement in them to Sir A. Nicolson by telegraph on the 
22nd inBt[ant]. 

I am further to state that, if Mr. Secretary Morley concurs, Sir E. Grey proposes 
to furnish Sir C. Spring-Rice at once with instructions similar to those which his 
Russian colleague has received on the subject. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


No. 461. 

India Office to Foreign Office. 

E.O. 371/372. 

Sir, Ind}a Office, September 25, 1907. 

In reply to your letter No. 29521, dated the 13th September, 1907, (^) I am directed 
to say that Mr. Secretary Morley will be glad if Secretary Sir E. Grey will send 
instructions, as proposed, to H[is] M[ajesty’s] Minister at Tehran to approach the 
Persian Government with a view to the renewal of the concessions granted to the 

0) [Not reproduced ae its tenour is indicated.] 





Indo-European T 0 lpgrai)h Deiiartment for the Tehran-Bushire, JaBk-Gwadur, and 
Kashan-Bohat lines, it being left to Sir C. Spring-Eice to choose the best moment 
for acting on them. 

I am, &e. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


No. 462. 

F, JU'rtic io Sv) Edward Orvy. 


F.O. 371/325. 

(No. 468.) Ooufidential. Paris, D. September 25, 1907. 

. E. September 27, 1907. 

With reference to my despatch No. 464 of ye8(L'rday(') I have the honour to 
inform you that when I communicated to the Political Director at the Ministry for 
Foreign Aifairs the documents concerning the Conventional Agreement between 
England and lluHsia he observed “ So I see you have made a declaration on the 
subject of the Persian Gulf, which was not mentioned in the summary of the 
Convention which you 'showed to me a short time ago.” 

I replied ‘‘Yes: the publication of the deBi)atcli tn Sir A. Nicolsonf*) is a sort of 
‘avis au lecteur.’ Nobody can in future plead ignorance of our attiliude in retrard 
to the Persian Gulf.” 

I have, &c. 

E'RANOTS EEBTTE. 


(>) [In his dcisputcU, N(i. KW ol Si'iitcinbt'r 24, 1007, Sir F. Periio reports that he haw 
uomrr.iinieutiid to M. Ijouis tlio text ol tlio ArtKlo-UuKsinn ('(Hivi'ntion and informed him of the 
position as regards the I’t'i'Hiuii Gull, iiiul seiontific missions in Thibet.] 

(*) [v. sii/ira, pp. 601-2, No. 466. J 


No. 463. 

Sir .1. Siivlson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. PetersbuTi/h, Deeernber 25, 1907. 
F.O. 371/874. ‘ D. 4-30 p.u. 

Tel. (No. 267.) E. 9-20 P.M. 

Persia. Mr. Marling’s t6l[egrara] No. 412. (‘) 

Min[iBte]r for For[eign] Afi[air]8 has received identic telegram. He does 
not see what action the two Gov[ernmen]l8 <‘an take at present juncture. Russian 
6ov[emmen]t desire that order and calm sh[ou'|ld be restored and they are 
comparatively indifferent as to what Gov[ernmen]t is established or which Shah 
reigns, so long as above essential conditions are secured. M[ini8ter for] P[oreign] 
A[fEairs] thinks it best to await events; and he again impressed on me desire of 
Russian Gov[emmen]t to abstain from any military .intervention. 

He spoke today to German Amb[as8ado]r here as to aoHon of German Ghargd 
d’M[aire]s. German Amb[aBaado]r denied that' Ohargd d’Aff[aire]a had token any 
action beyond attending Assembly for the sake of information; and added that he 
had heard that British, Russian and French representatives had intervened for 
purpose of obtaining privileges in return for effecting an arrangement. M[ini8ter 

(1) [This referred' ih Pie dangerous situatjon arising from the qu««rrels between the Shah emd 
the Mejlies. j ' •; ■: ' ‘ , , 



for] P[oreign] A[fEairs] categorically denied latter insinuation as being without a 
vestige of truth; and said that British and Eussian representatives had intervened 
as representing Powers with the most direct and vital interests in Persia and solely 
with a view to endeavouring to arrange some modus vivendi between Shah and 
Assembly in order to introduce some peace and order. French representative, he 
said, had not intervened, though he had been very naturally consulted by his two 
colleagues. 


No. 464. 

Extract jrom Annual Report for Russia for the Year 1907. 

(Enclosure in Despatch No. 57 from Sir A. Nicolson, D. rianuary 29, 1908, 

E. February B, 1908.1 

(l.j — Persia. 

F.O. 3643/3643/09/38, 

47. The condition of Persia and the mcreasing anarchy in that country caused 
much uneasiness to M, Isvolsky from the commencement of the year. Both Govern- 
ments had agreed, if necessary and under certain conditions, to make a joint 
advance to the Persian Government, and the sums were held ready at the Eussian 
and Imperial Banks. This joint advance was the first practical demonstration of 
unity of action between the two Governments in regard to Persia, and it may be said 
generally that throughout the course of the Persian troubles the Eussian Government, 
both previous to and subsequent to the conclusion of the Convention, showed a loyal 
and sincere desire to act in close co-operation with His Majesty’s Government, 
From the first the Eussian Government were opposed to any mihtary intervention, 
though they feared that the situation in the Caucasus and in Persia would act and 
react on each other. On the 7th March M. Isvolskj communicated a Memorandum 
on the situation in Persia, and suggested that the Russian and British Representatives 
should make an identic communication to the Persian Government warning them 
as to the necessity of supporting British and Russian interests. The return of the 
Persian Minister to St. Petersburgh in May gave M. Isvolsky an opportunity of 
impressing on him the desire of the Russian Government to abstain from all inter- 
vention so long as the lives and properties of Russian subjects were not in imminent 
danger, and also to advise him that the negotiations with regard to Persia in no wise 
affected the integrity and independence of the country. During the whole of the 
year the news from Persia was occasionally alarming and always disquieting, but 
the Eussian Government maintained their attitude of non-intervention and of close 
co-operation with His Majesty’s Government. In view of urgent appeals from the 
Consular authorities, the Russian Government, as was the case with His Majesty’s 
Government, felt it expedient to increase in some instances the number of Consular 
guards. Application was also made to the Russian Government from time to time 
by the Eussian officials in Persia to cause preparations to be made for the dispatch of 
forces to the frontier, but M.. Isvolsky considered that a military demonstration 
on the frontier might lead to serious consequences and possibly to an outburst of 
fanaticism which might endanger the lives of Europeans in Persia. In this view he 
was supported by the Russian military authorities, and it was decided by a special 
Inter-Departmental Committee that no movement of troops towards the frontier 
should be authorized. There was a strong disinclination on the part of the War 
Office and of the General Staff to undertake measures of the above description, and 
though there were one or two isolated instances of injury caused to Eussian subjects 
and Russian postal couriers, the Russian Government continued to maintain a passive 
and a watchful attitude. 
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48. The question of a joint advance to the Persian Government remained dormant 
for several months, but on the 9th October the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
informed His Majesty’s Embassy that the Shah had applied to the Eussian Bank for 
a private advance of ^50,000, but that the Eussian Government did not wish to meet 
his wishes without the co-operation of His Majesty’s Government. The latter were, 
however, of opinion that they could not make an advance to the Shah without the 
consent of the Persian Assembly, and it was considered uiidesirable to take pai't in the 
proposed transaction. Later, on the 4th November, the Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affaire informed the Embassy that the Shah had sent a most urgent appeal to the 
Eussian Legation for an advance, as he was in dire financial straits and had not 
sufficient means to pay his personal guards, who would consequently desert and leave 
him defenceless. He had endeavoured to borrow money in the bazaars, but without 
success, and he was ready to deposit jewellery in the Eussian Bank as a security for 
the advance. In these circumstances, M. Goubastoff stated tliat the Eussian Govern- 
ment felt compelled to come to the assistance of the Shah, and had authorized the 
Eussian Minister to meet the request of His Majesty up to 60,000 tomans, which 
might be increased to 100,000 tomans. This Embassy is not aware what amount, if 
any, was eventually given to the Shah, as no further communications passed on the 
subject. The two Governments came to an agreement to accept the proposal that a 
French expert should be appointed as Financial Adviser to the Persian Government, 
who were desirous of obtaining some advisory assistance from abroad in financial 
matters. The Eussian Minister at Tehran had, in the first instance, sirbmitted to his 
Government that the consent of Eussia to this appointment should be subject to 
certain conditions. M. de Hartwig considered that the Adviser should not be engaged 
for the purpose of assisting in the establishment of a National Bank, nor should he 
occupy himself with foreign loans, nor take any action without previous consultation 
with the British and Eussian Legations. These conditions were agreed to by the two 
Governments, but after some consultation between the Eepresentatives of the three 
Powers at Tehran it was deemed advisable to modify these conditions in order to 
assure the assent of the Persian Assembly being accorded lo the contract. Tt was 
therefore agreed that the question of the establishment of a Persian National Bank 
should come within the scope of the functions of the Adviser, and that the general 
letter of instructions which should be furnished by the French Government to the 
Financial Adviser should deal with the ([uestion of his relations with the British and 
Eussian Legations. M. Bizot was selected by the French Government for the post in 
question, but the appointment has not, at the time of writing, been definitely made, 
owing to some delay having occurred in the reception by the French Government of 
the draft contract, and also to the latter desiring some amendments being introduced 
into it. The Eussian Government are desirous of being made acquainted with the 
terms of the instructions which are to be issued to M. Bizot, but these apparently have 
not yet been prepared. The Eussian and British Governments are anxious that the 
appointment should be made as speedily as possible, as there are rumours that efforts 
are being made by the German Legation at Tehran to procure the appointment of a 
candidate of its own. 

49. The activity of the German Legation at Tehran has greatly preoccupied the 
Eussian Minister for Foreign A'ffairs, as he fears that Germany may acquire a strong 
position in the capital and with the Assembly, and contrive to secure a predominant 
influence. He regards this activity as one expression of the dissatisfaction of the 
German Government with the conclusion of the Anglo-Eussian Convention, and as 
indicating a desire to cause both Governments as much embarrassment as possible. 
The result has been to fortify the desire of the Eussian Government to act in the 
closest possible co-operation with His Majesty’s Government. A sudden crisis which 
occurred at Tehran in the middle of December, and which at one time appeared to 
seriously threaten the personal safety of the Shah, gave occasion to joint action on the 
part of the British and Eussian Eepresentatives with a view to endeavouring to 
establish some modus vivendi between the Shah and the Assembly, The details of the 
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crisis will doubtless be related in the Report from Tehran, and it may be sufB.eient to 
mention that the Russian Government readily approved of the steps taken by the two 
Representatives, and showed every desire to work cordially with the British Govern- 
ment. The Russian Government considered that circumstances might compel the 
Shah to seek refuge in one of the Legations, and they suggested that in such a case he 
should be protected by a combined force of British and Russian guards. To this His 
Majesty’s Government agreed, and proposed that if the Shah did take refuge, and if 
subsequently adequate guarantees v/ere given for his personal safety, and if he were 
permitted to leave the country, that on those conditions he might be surrendered 
to the Persian authorities. The Russian Government were, however, of opinion 
that no confidence could be placed in any guarantees furnished by the Persian 
authorities, and proposed that if the Shah were compelled to leave the country he 
should be accompanied to the frontier by a combined Russian and British escort. 
This proposal received the assent of His Majesty’s Government, provided that the 
need was urgent and that the Shah had taken refuge in one of the Legations. An 
incident which arose with this crisis was connected with the extreme activity of the 
German Charge d’ Affaires, who apparently desired to play a prominent part in the 
proceedings. The Russian Government had made certain friendly representations 
to the German Government as to the inconveniences which were being caused by 
the action of their Legation, and, in reply, were informed that their Charge 
d’ Affaires had kept strictly within the limits of diplomatic reserve, and intimated 
that, on the other hand, the British, Russian and French Representatives were 
taking a very high line, and were endeavouring to utilize the existing crisis for the 
purpose of acquiring certain privileges and concessions. This insinuation as to the 
motives of the British and Russian Representatives was strongly resented by 
M. Isvolsky, who instructed the Russian Ambassador at Berlin to represent to the 
German Government that the two Governments were merely endeavouring to assist 
towards a restoration of order and tranquillity in Persia and without any ulterior 
objects; and he expressed the hope that the German Charge d’ Affaires should 
receive such instructions as would prevent him from rendering a question already 
sufficiently complicated and delicate still more embarrassing. It is believed that 
M. de Schon promised to send instructions to the Charge d’ Affaires to moderate his 
zeal. The Russian press warmly approved the joint action of the British and 
Russian Governments and applauded it as a sign that the Convention was already 
bearing fruit, and remarked that this instrument had been concluded at an 
opportune moment, as, if the former relations between the two Powers' had continued 
to exist, the Persian crisis might have had effects of more than a local character. 


(J.) — Turco-Persian Frontier, 

50. The aggressive acts of the Turkish troops and their incursions into Persian 
territory necessitated some discussions between the Russian and British Govern^ 
ments as to the best course to pursue towards the attainment of a joint and peaceable 
solution of the frontier difficulty. On hearing that the British Consul-General at 
Tabreez had proceeded to the frontier, the Russian Consular Representative was 
also instructed to go to the locality, but he was in the first instance requested to 
confine himself to inquiring into the depredations which had been committed on 
the property of some Russian subjects, and to be careful not to consider himself as 
in any way concerned with the frontier dispute. Subsequently these instructions 
were modified so as to bring them into conformity with those issued to his British 
colleague, and the tenor of the language which he was to hold to the Turkish 
Commissioner, if reference were made to him, was explained. The Russian 
Eepresentative at Tehran, in view of the effervescence in that capital in regard to 
the Turkish encroachments, was desirous that his Government should move the 
Sublime Porte to consent to the Consuls assisting at the meetings of th€ Frontier 
Commission d voix consultative ; but^ after consultation ^^ith the British Ck)vpp$iih:e^^ 
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and with the two Ambassadors at Constantinople, the Russian Government, in accord 
with llis Majesty’s Government, considered that the Commission should be afforded 
an opportunity of endeavouring to settle the question by itself, and, should it fail in 
so doing, that then the two Governments might consider what steps should be taken 
for inducing the Ottoman Government to consent to British and Russian Delegates 
participating in the task of a delimitation of the frontier. The Russian Ambassador 
at Constantinople had reported on more than one occasion that, in his opinion, the 
Turkish troops intended to remain in the localities which they had occupied, and 
that there was no likelihood of persuading the Sultan to recall them. He was also 
of opinion that the Commission would accomphsh nothing, but thought that there 
would be no harm caused by giving it a fair chance of endeavouring to come to an 
agreement, and that its failure to do so would strengthen the hands of the two 
Governments in urging later the Sublime Porte to entertain a proposal that the 
mediating Powers should be called in to assist. He was strongly of opinion that 
the suggestion at this moment for the participation of the two Consuls in the work 
of the Commission, under any conditions, would be inopportune, and would certainly 
be refused by the Ottoman Government. M. Zinovieff’s opinion carries great weight 
with the Russian Ministry, and as it practically coincided with the views of His 
Majesty’s Government it was decided to leave matters alone, and simply to do what 
was possible towards expediting the dispatch of the Persian Commissioner, who was 
tarrying on the road. The encroachment of Turkish troops and their occupation of 
certain localities had a greater importance to Russia than to Great Britain, for 
the Russian military authorities were of opinion that some important strategical 
points had been occupied by the Turks, which might in certain eventualities seriously 
hamper Russian military tactics and movements. This is too technical a question 
to be examined by a layman, but a Report (and I am afraid I cannot for the moment 
recall its source) was lately furnished to the Foreign Office dealing with the above 
point. Beyond, therefore, the consideratious which influence the action of His 
Majesty’s Government, there is, in the ease of Russia, a special motive which, will 
render her, when the moment arrives, desirous of taking what steps aris possible 
and reasonable for obtaining a fair and just solution of the frontier difficulty. The 
Russian Government would be quite prepared to join with IJis Majesty’s Government 
in exercising strong pressure on the Sublime Porte, by naval demonstrations or 
otherwise to admit British and Russian mediation. This question is being studied 
by the Russian Government and the result of their consideration will doubtless he 
communicated to His Majesty’s Government. There is one point which is being 
carefully weighed and it is the following: The Russian Government fear that when 
combined pressure is placed on the Ottoman Government by the British and 
Russian Governments the Balkan States, and particularly Bulgaria, may hail this 
event as affording them an opportunity of pushing their aims and causing increased 
embarrassment to the Sublime Porte. I believe that the Russian Ministry is engaged 
in examining how to provide against this contingency, and to give the Balkan States 
clearly to understand that the action of the two Governments is limited to one 
object only. The Russian Government were convinced that Turkey in her recent 
action was benevolently regarded by Germany and felt that she could count on the 
latter’s support. They had no proof that this was the case, but the persistency 
with which, in spite of all protests, Turkey continued her encroachments, which 
had the appearance of being the results of a carefully matured plan, afforded, they 
considered, clear evidence that it was not an Oriental but a Western mind which 
had originated and devised the programme. There were not sufficient grounds for 
this belief which would justify any representations, but the presumption of German 
inspiration has been noted down among the instances of Germany’s desire to cause 
embarrassments to Russia and Great Britain in the Middle East 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 
AFGHANISTAN. 


No. 465. 

Meiiiorandum respecting Russia and Afghanistan ,C) 

F.O, Eussia 1728. 

Uonfidential. (8029.) Foreign Office, October 14, 1908. 

On the 6th February, 1900, a Memorandum was received from the Eussian 
Embassy, stating that, in view of the development of intercourse between the 
Eussian dominions and Afghanistan, it had, in the opinion of the Eussian 
Government, become essential that direct relations should be established between 
Afghanistan and Eussia with regard to frontier matters- These relations would 
have no political character, as the Eussian Government maintained their former 
engagements to Great Britain, and continued to consider Afghanistan as being 
outside the Eussian sphere of influence. 

Lord Salisbury transmitted a copy of this Memorandum to Sir C. Scott, and 
instructed him to call Count Mouravieff’s attention to the reports received from 
various quarters of the concentration of large bodies of Eussian troops close to the 
Afghan frontier, which seemed at variance with the very friendly tone of the 
Memorandum, and to ask him for some definite information as to the nature and 
object of these military movements. 

Count Mouraviefl gave Sir C. Scott distinct assurances that the only recent 
reinforcement of the troops in the vicinity of the Afghan frontier had been the 
dispatch of one rifle brigade of four battalions from Tiflis. He said that the 
rumours of grSaht movements of troops emanated from quarters interested in 

creating an alarming impression. 

The Viceroy of India, who was consulted by telegraph, gave his opinion that 
if the Eussian proposal meant the establishment of a Eussian Agent at Cabul, 
Her Majesty’s Government had no alternative but to refuse. A Eussian Commercial 
Agent would soon become a political Envoy. The control of the foreign relations 
of Afghanistan, the sole quid pro quo for the British subsidy and sacrifices, would 
disappear. The Ameer would attribute the concession to our weakness, even if 
he did not welcome it as placing him on an equality with European Bowers, and 
as providing him with arguments for the establishment of Afghan Agents at 

St. Petersburgh and London. A condominium at Cabul would produce the worst 
possible efiect in India. The reasons given for tlie Eussian proposal would 

bear examination. There had been no growth of trade. The Ameer stifled it oh ‘ 

the Eussian side even more than on the Indian frontier. 

In a later letter the India Office communicated despatches from the Government 
of India, in which they explained at some length their insuperable objections to 
direct representation of Eussia by Agents in Afghanistan. 

Lord George Hamilton was of opinion, however, that the wording of the Eussian 
Memorandum left sufficient ground for assuming, in any reply that might be sent, 
that no more was meant than an invitation to Her Majesty’s Government to concur 
in an arrangement for correspondence on frontier affairs of a local and commercial 
character between the Eussian and Afghan authorities, on the understanding that 
political matters would be strictly excluded. 

On this assumption Lord George Hamilton thought that Her Majesty’s 
Government might entertain the consideration of the proposals, since the difficulties 
of referring to the Indian Government all local questions connected with the 
Eusso-Afghan frontier could hardly be controverted. 

(i) \op. ‘‘Precis by Mr. Parker an the subject of RusBo-Af^han Relations,” Oooch d Tempsrley, 

. VoL I, pp- 309-14, No, 377, end.] 
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At the same time, the India Office inclosed copy of a letter written on the 
2lBt February, by the Eussian Political Agent in Bokhara, M. Ignatieff, to the 
Afghan Commercial Agent, and communicated by the Ameer to the Government 
of India. In this document M. Ignatieff expressed a sincere desire that his letter 
might be the first step towards the establishment of direct friendly relations 
between Eussia and Afghanistan, and gave an assurance that the Eussian 
Government had not, and never had had, hostile feelings towards Afghanistan. 

Eeference was further made in it to the movements of Eussian troops in Trans- 
Caspia, which had attracted attention principally owing to their coinciding with the 
reverses suffered by Fjngland m South Africa. 

On the 4th July, Lord Salisbury wrote to Sir C. Scott that the moment did to sir c. scott, 
not appear to him an advantageous one for entering upon a discussion of the 4; isoo. 
Eussian proposal regarding direct relations with Afghanistan, and that it w'ould 
be better for the present that he should abstain from mentioning it to the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs unless it should be first alluded to by his Excellency. 

In November of 1900, Sir C. Scott received instructions to mention verbally to sir c. somt, 
to Count Lamsdorff the reports which had reached the Government of India Novfmborso, 
regarding M. Ignatieff’s communications with the Ameer’s Commercial Agent, and 
especially the letter of the 21st Februar-y, copy of which he was authorized to leave 
with his Excellency; and to add that His Majesty’s Government trusted that inquiry 
would be made into this proceeding, regarding which a complaint had been received 
from the Ameer, and instructions given to jirevent the recurrence of such 
communications. In the event of these representations leading to any ai tempt on 
the part of Count Lamsdorff to reopen the discussion on the proposal regarding 
direct relations, instructions were given to Sir C. Scott as to the language he 
should use. This should not exclude altogether the consideration of some 
arrangement for the interchange of correspondence between the Afghan and Eussian 
frontier authorities on matters of local detail, but should go no further than to 
say that, before endeavouring to sound the Ameer on the subject, Her Majesty’s 
Government felt it would be desirable to have some more precise and definite 
explanation in regard to the method and cliannel of such communications as were 
contemplated by the Eussian Government. 

On the Slst January, 1901, Sir C. Scott had an opportunity of calling Count siro. soou, 
Lamsdorff’s attention to M. Ignatieflf’s proceedings, an(l of communicating a copy 
of the letter of the 2lBt February. His Excellency appeared quite nnjirepared for 
this information. He characterized M. Ignatieff’s letter as highly improper, and 
so inconsistent with his well-known character that it seemed almost incredible 
that he could have either written or inspired it. His Excellency promised, however, 
to lose no time in setting inquiries on foot, to enable him to furnish the necessary 
explanations. 

After a period of eight months had elapsed without any further communication 
having been received on this subject, the India Offic'e suggested, in September. indiaOHioe, 
that the time had now arrived for approaching the Eussian Government with a 
request to be informed of the result of their inquiries, and His Majesty's Embassy to siro. boow, 
at St. Petersburgh received instructions in this sense. sept!^i, moi. 

Upon Count Lamsdorff’s return to St. Petersburgh in October, Mr. Hardinge Mr Harainge, 
called upon his Excellency, w'ho stated that he had for the moment forgotten the oowiSra 1001. 
question, at the same time promising to furnish the desired information as soon 
as possible. On the 9th October a Memorandum was received by the Embassy. 

In this Memorandum, Count Lamsdorff sought to justify M. Ignatiefl’s action as 
having been based upon the Memorandum communicated by the Eussian Embassy 
in London on the 6th February, 1900, and as having been provoked by the request 
of the Ameer’s Agent for explanations respecting the movement of Eussian troops 
towards the Afghan frontier. It further stated that, although M. Ignatieff’ s letter 
did not appear to furnish ground for complaint on the Ameer’s part, he had been 
[16942] 2 p 
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instructed to take the first opportunity of explaining to the Afghan Agent the exact 
purport of his proceeding. 

Count Lamsdorff had not in his convei’sations reopened the general question 
of direct communication between Bussian and Afghan ofidcials^ and it was not, 
therefore, touched upon by either Sir C. Scott or Mr. Hardinge. But, in October, 
M. de Staal, in conversation with Lord Lansdowne, raised the whole question, 
urging the necessity for such direct communication upon purely local and 
commercial matters ; and in December the India Office represented the serious 
objections of allowing the matter to rest where it was, since the Bussian 
Government might contend that their explanation of M. Ignatieff’s conduct had 
been accepted as satisfactory by His Majesty’s Government, and possibly further 
communications, of a kind not as yet clearly defined, might become a recognized 
practice. 

In January 1902 Lord Lansdowne furnished Sir C. Scott, for verbal communica- 
tion to Count Lamsdorff, with a brief review of the circumstances of the case and a 
statement of the views of His Majesty’s Government on the general question at issue. 
They did not desire to contend that there was no force in the arguments in favour 
of direct communications between the frontier authorities on matters of local detail — 
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a category under which M. Ignatieff’s letter could hardly be said to come — but they 
held that, in view of their position as having charge of the foreign relations of 
A-fghanistan, arrangements for this ptirpose could only be made with their consent, 
and proposals upon the subject would only be entertained by the Ameer if brought 
forward and recommended by them. Before attempts were made to frame any such 
proposals, it seemed essential to have more precise explanations in regard to the 
method which the Bussian Government would desire to see adopted for the exchange of 
such communications, the limitations to be placed on them, and the means of insuring 
that those limitations would be observed. _ They would be happy to consider and 
discuss any communication from the Russian Government on this point. 

Sir C. Scott took an early opportunity of conveying these views of His Majesty’s 
Government to Count Lamsdorff. His Excellency having let drop a remark to the 
effect that he had never quite understood why the external relations of Afghanistan 
were in the exclusive charge of His Majesty’s Government — an arrangement to which 
Russia’s acquiescence could only be deduced from a solitary admission by Baron 
Jomini — Sir C. Scott supplied him with a copy of “ Russian Assurances with regard to 
Afghanistan, 1869-1885.” 

But in this and in subsequent conversations with the Ambassador, Count 
Lamsdorff showed a marked disposition to confine himself to an explanation of the 
tone of M. Ignatieff’s letter, especially as regarded its reference to the South African 
war, and to avoid the larger and more important general question of direct communica- 
tions. Sir C. Scott was, accordingly, instructed not to lose sight of this, and to inform 
his Excellency that His Majesty’s Government could not, until they received more 
precise explanation as to the methods which the Russian Government would suggest 
for the exchange of communications, take into consideration any change in the 
existing arrangements. 

To this Count Lamsdorff made no reply. 

Five months later. Lord Lansdowne, in a despatch which was to be forwarded to 
Count Lamsdorff in the Crimea, informed Mr. Hardinge that it was desirable that 
it should be clearly understood by the Russian Government that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, while willing to consider the question in the most friendly spirit, would object to 
any change being made in the system hitherto observed without their previous consent, 
and would regard any attempt at such a change as a departure from the understanding 
between the two Governments, and a contravention of the repeated assurances of 
the Russian Government that they considered Afghanistan to be entirely outside the 
sphere of their influence. 

In one of his earliest interviews with Lord Lansdowne, Count Benckendorff 
referred to the question, and inquired whether a solution might not be found by 
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meanB of a “negative” understanding, under which certain matters should be 
specifically excluded from local treatment. Lord Lansdowne considered that a 
proposal of the sort was worthy of attentive examination. 

In conversations with Sir C. Scott, Count Lamsdorff, after his return from the sirc. soott 
Crimea, promised an early reply to the considerations advanced by His Majesty’s janhllyi7 
Government, and, on the 5th February, furnished a Memorandum to the British fn“sira*8o( 
Embassy. In this it was stated that the views of the Eussian Government upon the p",',rua,.y e, 
question were set forth in detail in the Memorandum of February 1900, and that, 
although it was not considered necessary to again enter into explanations on the 
subject, it must be laid down that the relations between Eussia and Afghanistan must 
be given a straightforward, open character, which, naturally, did not exclude the 
possibility of sending Agents into Afghanistan in the future. Lord Salisbury had 
admitted the necessity of finding an issue from a position which was abnormal for 
two neighbouring States. After expressing the conviction that the establishment 
of the new order of things would have a beneficent effect on Eussia’s relations, not 
only with Afghanistan, but also with Great Britain, the Memorandum concluded by 
declaring that it was by no means intended to give a political character to the present 
question, and that the dispatch of Eussian Agents to Afghanistan was not as yet 
contemplated. 

This document was characterized by the Government of India as a repudiation tnciia, office, 
of Eussia’s existing engagements regarding Afghanistan. They considered, however, 
that it was probably a piece of bravado, by which the Eussians were endeavouring to 
cover the failure of their attempt to establish the relations they desired with the 
Ameer. 

On the 24th March, Count Benckendorff called at the Foreign Office, and the bu- o. sa 
question formed the subject of further discussion. mmch m, im 

Lord Lansdowne, after quoting the salient points of the Eussian Memorandum, 
said that he understood that the Eussian Government, while adhering to their 
engagement to regard Afghanistan as beyond the sphere of their political influence, 
contemplated the possibility of sending, at some future date, Eussian Agents to 
Afghanistan, not for the purpose of establishing political relations, but in order to 
provide for an interchange of communications on matters of purely local detail. 

He reminded his Excellency of the terms of the communication made by Sir 0. 

Scott to the Eussian Government on the 3rd February. 1902, but did not deny that a 
definite explanation as to the method and channel of the communications they 
contemplated might present considerable difficulties. ITis Excellency would recollect 
the incident of M. ignatieff’s letter, which could not be doscribed as non-political, or 
as dealing with mere local detail. He was most anxious to guard against similar 
occurrences in the future, and suggested to his Excellency that His Maj('aty’a Govern- 
ment might possibly be content to leave matters where they had been left by the 
Memorandum of the 5th February, provided they were given an assurance that, before 
any departure of the kind contemplated by the Eussian Government was made, the 
question should be again fully discussed in all its bearings between the two Govern- 
ments. His Majesty’s Government were fully prepared to deal with the subject in a 
reasonable and conciliatory spirit, but they objected to a disturbance of the existing 
order of things, to the maintenance of which Eussia was deeply committed, without 
previous consultation with them. 

Count Benckendorff inquired whether this statement as to a new departure referred 
only to the sending of Eussian Agents to Afghanistan, or to direct correspondence 
between Eussian and Afghan Agents also. This, he believed, already went on and 
could not be prevented. 

Lord Lansdowne replied that, of the two steps his Excellency had mentioned, the 
dispatch of Eussian Agents seemed the more questionable. Before, however, giving a 
decided answer, he desired to obtain the views of the India Office on the whole 
question. 
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A Memorandum of the above conversation was communicated by Lord Lansdowne 
to Count BenckendorfE. 

His Excellency, in a private letter, pointed out that he had received no instructions 
authorizing him to enter into fresh negotiations on this subject. He desired, however, 
to explain himself clearly upon two points. Firstly, to show the difficulty and 
consequently the danger of any precise definition of the direct relations contemplated. 
The eventual dispatch of an Agent to Afghanistan, although not actually in view, was 
but the natural consequence of the resumption of such relations. Secondly, to point 
out that Eussia had abandoned direct relations spontaneously, and not by virtue of 
the Arrangements of 1872-73. She had done so under totally different conditions 
to those of the present day. Her abstention at that time was natural, but could 
not be considered so any longer. That two States should be immediate neighbours, 
and yet without direct relations, was obviously inconceivable. 

In thanking Count Benckendorff for this communication, Lord Lansdowne 
observed that, although attempts to define the limits of direct relations undoubtedly 
involved the risk of raising difficult questions, it was more dangerous still to leave 
those limits undefined, with the possibility that the question at issue might some day 
present itself as one of fact rather than theory. From this point of view, it would 
be unfortunate if the two Powers were to start with a different conception as to the 
nature of those limits. 

In communicating his conversation with Count Benckendorff to the India Office, 
Lord Lansdowne suggested that the following might be made the basis of an 
arrangement with the Eussian Government : — 

Firstly, That Eussia should give an assurance that she will take no steps 
towards the dispatch of Eussian Agents into Afghanistan without previously 
consulting His Majesty’s Government, and affording them an opportunity of 
discussing the matter fully with the Ameer and the Eussian Government. 

Secondly, That communications between Eussian and Afghan local officials on 
either side of the frontier should be permitted, on condition that they are confined 
to correspondence of an unquestionably non -political character, in reference to 
matters of purely local interest. 

The Viceroy considered that local correspondence, though not without danger, 
was feasible. Before, however, sanctioning its introduction, the Ameer should be 
consulted. His Highness would have good grounds of offence if he found that, 
without consulting him, we had made an Agreement with Eussia modifying his 
obligations to us. Moreover, we had no indication of his wishes with regard even 
to the limited increase of communications desired by Eussia. 

The proposal relative to the dispatch of Agents was, in Lord Curzon’s opinion, 
far more serious, and he deprecated any admission on the part of His Majesty’s 
Government that Eussia had, with or without previous consultation with them, any 
right to send Agents into Afghanistan. Should Eussia, after consulting His 
Majesty’s Government and being refused, nevertheless persist, the situation would 
be a very delicate one. He regarded the employment of Eussian Agents in 
Afghanistan, whether commercial or not, as fraught with serious mischief^ and 
tantamount to the rescission of Eussia’ s engagements. Their dispatch could 
scarcely fail to compel the British Government to send, in retaliation, British 
Agents or Missions to the same localities. 

Lord Curzon advised, therefore, that, firstly, the Eussian Government should 
be asked to state more precisely the nature of the local frontier matters on which 
they desire communications; secondly, that they should be informed that, when 
this statement has been received, we will consult the Ameer; and, thirdly, that 
the proposal to send Eussian Agents to Afghanistan should be challenged as 
inconsistent with repeated pledges, as uncalled for by any change in the 
situation, 
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The position of the Ameer should, at the same time, be emphasized, and the 
Eussian Government informed that we could not undertake to press him against 
his inclinations; also that he has never, though in constant communication with 
us, expressed the slightest desire for either of the proposed changes. 

Lord Lansdowne agreed that, before any new departure was made in regard To India om 
to local correspondence, it would be desirable to consult the Ameer. If the Ameer 
energetically disclaimed a desire to facilitate such correspondence, the position of 
His Majesty’s Government would be considerably strengthened. His Highness 
might, moreover, have practical suggestions to offer as to the manner in which such 
correspondence, if permitted at all, should be regulated. 

With regard to the question of Agents, Lord Lansdowne concurred in the view 
that the dispatch of a Russian Agent or Agents would have to be met by sending 
British Agents into Afghanistan. If this were explained to the Ameer, it was 
probable that his Highness would express his reluctance to receive either British 
or Russian Agents. 

Lord Lansdowne now proposed, if the Secretary of State for India agreed, to 
address an official note to Count Benclendorff, explaining that His Majesty’s 
Government have been in communication with the Viceroy in regard to the relations 
of Russia and Afghanistan; that, as to trans-frontier correspondence, Lord Curzon 
is prepared to consult the Ameer, whose concurrence in any arrangement that may 
be made is obviously desirable; but that, in order that His Majesty’s Government 
may take this course, it is necessary that they should be in a position to give the 
Ameer definite assurances as to the character of the proposed communications and 
the channel through which they might be made. 

The note might go on to say, as proposed by Lord Uurzon, that the Ameer has 
never expressed any desire for either of the proposed changes, that His Majesty’s 
Government believe that His Highness would object not less strongly than they 
do to the dispatch of Russian Agents to Afghanistan, and that they therefore 
earnestly trust that the Russian Government, which has apparently abandoned the 
idea for the present, will not revert to it. 

The Viceroy concurred in the terms of the proposed note. But he suggested viceroy, 
that it should be made clear that if the Ameer rejects ilic Russian proposals, we 
cannot undertake to compel him to accept them. 

Information from the frontier, showing that the Ameer had forbidden his viceroy, 
frontier officers to discuss official matters, not only with Uie Russians, but with our IprifTamTh 
frontier officers also, showed that His Highness was unlikely to accept any new 
arrangement of the nature proposed. Lord Onrzon considered that t]\e note might 
therefore be strengthened, and that it would not be wise to even pveBU])pase coiisont 
to frontier communications. 

In a conversation of the flth April, Lord Lansdowne informed Count tw sir c. sco 
Benckendorff that the matter was still under discussion with the India Office, He Aprifs^ma. 
reminded his Excellency that the question concerned not only the Government of 
India, but also that of Afghanistan. It would be impossible for us to make an 
arrangement with regard to trans-frontier relations without the concurrence of the 
Ameer, and this was the reason why it was of such importance to arrive at a clear 
understanding with the Eussian Government as to the scope and nature of their 
proposal. 

His Excellency entirely agreed, and said that the object of the original overture 
on the part of the Russian Government had been to secure the co-operation of 
His Majesty’s Government in bringing about a more satisfactory arrangement than 
that which had hitherto obtained. 

In the meantime, friction had arisen between Russian and Afghan frontier to sir o, scai 
officials owing to the alleged destruction of boundary pillars near Herat, and other SViMsoa 
minor incidents. 

On the 19th May Sir C. Scott was instructed to propose to the Russian 
Government that one of the officers attached to the Seistan Mission should be sent 
[16942] 2 h B 
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to the frontier to verify the facts and repair the pillars, and that the Eussian 
Government should depute an officer of suitable rank to meet him on the frontier 
and co-operate with him in arranging a settlement. Sir C. Scott was further to 
suggest that, as the Ameer and the Governor of Herat recognized that difficulties 
of this nature could be most suitably dealt with through the medium of His 
Majesty’s Consulate-General at Meshed, the Eussian frontier officials should^ 
pending other arrangements, be directed to adopt this channel of communication if 
such cases occurred again. 

This proposal was communicated to the Eussian Government on the 27th May. 

During June and July reports reached the Government of India that letters 
were being received by the Governor of Herat from the Governors of Trans-Caspia, 
Askhabad, and other Eussian frontier officials. On the 7th June two Eussian 
Turcoman sowars had arrived at Herat bearing such letters. The Governor had 
deferred his reply pending the receipt of orders from the Ameer. 

On the 22nd June Lord Lansdowne called the attention of Count Benckendorff 
to this occurrence, as indicating a desire on the part of Eussia to establish a 
practice to which we took exception and could not pass by unnoticed. His Excellency 
returned an evasive answer. 

At the same time, his Lordship suggested that the Government of India should 
move the Ameer to protest against the passage of such communications and refuse 
facilities to the messengers bearing them. 

Meanwhile, no answer had been received from the Eussian Government to our 
proposals of the 27th May. Their dilatory tactics encouraged the belief that, while 
affecting to discuss the matter, they were endeavouring to establish locally the 
practice of direct communications. 

On the 2nd July Sir 0. Scott inquired of Count Lamsdorff when an answer 
might be expected. His Excellency replied that the matter had been referred to 
the Governor of Tashkend. 

On the 5th and 24th August Sir C. Scott again pressed Count Lamsdorff for 
a reply, but was met with evasive answers, the matter having apparently escaped 
his Excellency’s memory. 

In a telegram of the 8th August the Viceroy, after stating that the Ameer was 
complaining of the Eussian communications with Herat, and the delay in setting 
up the boundary pillars, suggested that an officer should be at once dispatched to 
the frontier, without waiting for the Eussian reply. 

A few days later Lord Curzon reported that the Governor of Herat had been 
informed by the Governor of Trans-Caspia that, if no answer to his letter was 
received by the 12th September, a Eussian officer would be sent to re-erect the 
pillars. 

Sir C. Scott was thereupon instructed to inform Count Lamsdorff that His 
Majesty’s Government, acting on the invitation of the Ameer, would at once order a 
British officer to proceed to the spot, and co-operate with the Eussian Eepresentative. 

On the 2lBt August Sir C. Scott received a note from the Eussian Government 
declining to accept either of the proposals made in our communication of the 27th May, 
and adding that they saw no reason to modify the views they had expressed on 
the 6th February, 1900. 

On learning of this refusal the Viceroy suggested that the arrangements for 
sending a British officer should proceed, and that if the Eussians declined to send 
an officer to meet him, or to make any proposals with regard to frontier correspondence, 
the Ameer should be invited to co-operate in enabling us to depute officers to suitable 
points on the frontier, and so prevent trouble. It might also be desirable to publish 
the whole correspondence that had passed on the matter. 

Lord Curzon’s proposal to proceed with the arrangements for the dispatch of a 
British officer was approved by His Majesty’s Government. 

Instructions were, at the same time, sent to Sir 0. Scott to address a further 
representation to the Eussian Government. His Excellency was to point out that 
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the Eussian Memorandum of the 6th February, 1900, referred to non-political 
questions, but that questions relating to the maintenance of a frontier demarcated 
by British and Eussian officers could hardly be included in this category. That, while 
ready to arrange with the Ameer’s officials for the restitution of the pillars, the 
Government of India would prefer that, as they had been set up by British and 
Eussian Eepresentatives, the work of restoration should be done in co-operation with 
a Eussian official rather than by an Indian official alone. 

The Eussian reply was delivered on the 6th October. It was to the effect that the niMr^sprmg- 
refusal to consider the proposals of His Majesty’s Government was due, not merely octoW e, isos, 
to the fact that the Eussian views had already been stated in February 1900, but to 
the considerations then set forth as to the necessity for direct relations between Eussia 
and Afghanistan. The question of the restoration of the boundary pillars did not 
affect the general position, and the Eussian Government must reiterate their decision 
to follow the procedure indicated in their former communication, and considered 
the question definitely closed. (^) 

Shortly before the receipt of this communication a message had been sent by the India office, 
Governor of Trans-Caspia to the Governor of Herat, informing him that the Afghan 
officials to be deputed for the restoration of the boundary pillars must meet the Eussian 
officers on the frontier on the 1st (13th) October. 

In the meantime, not only had the full text of the letters addressed to the Governor 
of Herat by the Eussian frontier officials reached London, but letters from the Ameer 
to the Viceroy had also been received, containing a sufficiently explicit statement of 
His Highness’ views on the question of direct relations with Eussia. 

Lord Lansdowne considered tliat, as we had infoi'ined the Eussian Government To India office, 
that it would be impossible to conclude any arrangement on this question without 
the Ameer’s concurrence, our hands would be considerably strengthened if we were 
to communicate these letters to them, showing as they did the loyal attitude of His 
Highness towards us and his objections to the establishment of such relations. 

The consent of the Ameer to this step was obtained. 

Foreign Office^ Ocioher 14, 1903. 

(^) [Thin uppours to be tho communication “ porc'iuptoiy in tone ” ro-Iorrcd to, supra, p. 1S4, 

No. 181 (b), and infra. No. 466. The text in printed infni, pp. 621, A])pB7uUx If. rp. (inurJi <0 
Tempcrlcy , Vol. Tl, p. 22Ii, No. 258,] 


No. 466. 

Memorandum o?i Uusso-Afghan Relations, 

(In continuation of Foreign Office Memorandum No. 8029 of the I4th October, 1903.) 

F.O. Eussia 1728. 

Confidential. (8546.) Foreign Office, Decernber 11, 1906. 

On the 5th October, 1903, the Eussian Government (ioncluded a lengthy Mr. spring- 
correspondence with His Majesty’s Government on the subject of Eusso-Afglian octoberVi^^'s^ 
relations, by affirming a definite intention to follow the procedure on the Afghan 
frontier which they had indicated in former communications, and by abruptly stating 
that they considered the question under discussion finally closed. 

Mr. Spring-Eice summed up this correspondence — which extended over a period Mr, sprinK- 
of more than three years — in one sentence: ‘'Eussia has notified her intention of oitSbSia! ma 
sending, when she pleases, her Agents into Afghanistan.” 

The tone of the Eussian note was deeply resented by His Majesty’s Government, 
the more so, as Afghanistan had generally been considered to be completely outside Norember 2S,’ 
the Eussian sphere of influence. 

A despatch, for communica,tion to Count Lamsdorff, was accordingly addressed 
to His Majesty’s GhargS d’ Affaires at St. Petersburgh, indicating in full detail the 
[16942] 2 L 4 



520 


To Mr. SpriTig- 
Eic 0 , No 307 
Novemlber 7, 
1903. 


To Sir 0, Scott, 
No. 370, 
December 22, 
1903. 


To Sir C. Scott, 
No. 170. 

April 22, 1904. 


attitude of His Majesty’s Government in regard to direct relations between Eussia 
and Afghanistan, m order that there should be no possibility of future misapprehension 
on the subject. 

After a brief recapitulation of the various stages of the negotiations between the 
two Governments, His Majesty’s Secretary of State referred to the peremptory terms 
of the ultimate Russian note, and to the persistent refusal of the Russian Government 
to co-operate in seeking for a solution at once convenient to both Governments and 
acceptable to the Ameer. 

In such circumstances, His Majesty’s Government felt that if any further proposals 
were to be made, they should proceed from the Russian Government; but His 
Majesty’s Charge d’AjSaires was instructed to inform Count Lamsdorff that, in the 
event of any frontier incident arising, owing to an attempt on the part of Russian 
frontier ofl5.cialB to force the Afghan authorities to enter into direct relations with 
them, the responsibility for any such incident and its consequences must rest entirely 
with the Russian Government. 

The Russian Ambassador returned from St. Petersburgh on the 7th November, 

1903, and he gave Lord Lansdowne such very cordial assurances of the desire of his 
Government to come to an amicable understanding with His Majesty’s Government 
upon this and other questions, that his Lordship was induced to believe that there 
was no immediate necessity for the intimation contained in the above despatch, and 
Mr. Spring-Rice was accordingly instructed, by telegram, to abstain for the present 
from communicating it to Count Lamsdorff. 

His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh was. afterwards instructed to express 
the satisfaction of His Majesty’s Government at receiving these friendly communica- 
tions, but he was at the same time to explain to Count Lamsdorff that the 
correspondence of the last three years had produced an entirely different impression 
of the attitude of the Russian Government. In order that Count Lamsdorff should be 
convinced of the justification of such a view on the part of His Majesty’s Government, 
Sir C, Scott was instructed to furnish his Excellency with a copy of the despatch 
No, 305 to Mr. Spring-Rice. This instruction was carried out on the 4th January, 

1904. 

At the commencement of the Russo-Japanese war, Count Benckendorff expressed 
the opinion, in which Lord Lansdowne concurred, that for the moment discussion 
upon outstanding questions could not with advantage be continued. 

In the beginning of February 1905, however, bis Lordship had some further 
conversations with the Russian Ambassador upon the subject of Russo- Afghan relations, 
the tenour of which is recorded in the following letter (which was sent to his 
Excellency on the 17th February only in draft form), and in the subjoined despatch lo 
Sir C. Hardinge : — 


No. 466 (a). 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Count Benckendorff. 

F.O. Russia 172B, 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office ^ February 17, 

In the course of our recent eouvcrsations you enquired of me whether I could authorise you to 
inform your Government that the policy of llis Majesty’s Government towards Afghanistan had 
undergone no change, and that our present negotiations (^) with the Amir did not portend any 
attempt to annex or occupy Afghan territory. 


(^) [In recognising Abdurrahman as Amir of Afghanistan in 1B8Q, Great Britain undertook 
to aid him in resisting aggression by any foreign Power, and granted him a subsidy of £80,000 a 
year. The Amir in return agreed to follow British advice in regard to foreign affairs. The 
arrangement was confirmed in 1893, when the subsidy was increased. On the death of 
Abdurrahman in 1901, his son Habibullah abstained from drawing the subsidy, and declined 
invitations to visit India. Accordingly at the end of 1004 a Mission under Mr. (afterwards 
Sir Louis) Dane, Foreign Beerciary to the Government of India, was despatched to Kabul to 
clear up the situation. By the Treaty signed on March 21, 1905, the agreements with Abdurrahman 
were renewed without alteration, v. B.F.S.P.^ vol. 9B (1009), pp. 
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I replied that I was ready to give you an official assuranee in the name of H[is] Mfajesty’a] 
Government that their policy had undergone no alteration whatever, that they wished to maintain 
the same relations with the Amir as with his predecesstn’, and had no intention of appropriating 
Afghan territory or of interfering in the internal affairs of the country, but that they continued 
to claim that Afghanistan should remain free from the influence or interference of any foreign 
Power and that the Amir’s relations with other countries should remain m their hands. 

I asked Your Excellency whether, in return for such an assurance on the part of H[i8] 
M[ajesty’s] Government, you would be prepared to give me an assurance on the part of your 
Government that their policy and intentions in regard to Afghanistan also remained unaltered, 
and that they continued to regard it as wholly outside the sphere of their influence. 

I understood Your Excellency to express your opinion that the Russian Government would 
find no difficulty in authorising you to give me an assurance that this is the ease, and you added 
that the only change which they desire m the status quo is that arrangements should be made 
for the interchange of communications between the Russian and Afghan frontier officials on 
non-political L_[iU'stions of a local character. 

I have much pleasure in informing Your Excellency that if you are able to give me in writing 
an assurance to the above effect, I am authorized to confirm, on the part of H[i3] M[ajesty’s] 
Government, the provisional assurances which I gave to Your Excellency. 

[I have, &c. 

LANSDOWNE.] 


No, 466 ih).C) 


The Marquess of Lansdo^vne to Sir C. Hardinge. 

E.O. Russia 1728. 

(No. 88.) 

8ir, Foreign Office ^ March 8, 1905. 

The UiKS-siau iVmbassador to-day reminded me of the convtu'satinns which I had had with him 
on the 15th and 17th ultimo as to the relations of Groat Hritain and Russia with Afghanistan. 
His Excellency informed mo that Count Lanisdorff had considered the draft Note which I had 
lianclt'd to His Excellency on the latter date. It seemed to him to raise questions of principle 
which in present circumstance.s Count Lamsdorff did not fi‘el disposed to discuss. The moment 
was one when it was necessary for the Russian Foreign Office to proceed with the utmost 
circumspection, and any now departure in regard to Afghan affairs would certainly provoke 
comment. The Russian Government preferred therefore not to rt^open the discussion rjf questions 
with regard to which each side had already clearly recorded its views. In these circumstances 
Count Lamsdorff deprecated entering into anything in thu nature of a formal Agreement between 
the two Governnionts as to the Afghan question, or raising officially questions of principle in 
regard to Afghanistan; but in referonci^ to my statement that our policy towards Afghanistan 
had undergone no change and that our negotiations with the Amir did not denote any intention 
on the part of His Majesty's Government to occupy or annex Afghan territory, ITis Excellency 
as.sured me that the Russian Government also desired that Afghanistan should remain a 
“ buflor State,” and would therefore abstain from interference with its independence or integrity. 

Count Benokendorff attached importance to the expression “ a buffer State," and I said that 
it seemed to me an appropriate description of the position which both Governments desired to 
assign to Afghanistan. 

I explained to His FJxcellency however that we continued to maintain the views which I had 
already expressed to him as to the political relations which exist between the Amir and the 
British Government. Hfia] E[xcellency] said that he quite understood this, and that our 
conversation left the two Powers exactly where they were in this respect. 

[I am, Ac.] 

L[ANSDOWNE.] 

MINUTE. 

I read this draft over to Count Benekondorff to-day. 


MINUTE BY KING EDWAET). 


10.3.05. 


A'pp[ro've']d. — E.R. 


(') [u. infra ^ p. 535, Fd. note, and Sir Edwfiurd Grey's minute.] 


A copy of this despatch was sent to the Eussian Ambassador on the 
11th March, 1906. 

On the 2nd November last, the Ameer wrote to the Government of India 
complaining that a Eussian officer had crossed the frontier at Patakisar and had 
attempted to communicate with the Afghan Governor. Further, that an Afghan 
sentry had been shot near the frontier, and his rifle taken by Eussian soldiers. 
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The India Office suggested that an immediate representation should be addressed 
to the Russian Government. 

Lord Lansdowne replied that, in present circumstances, it would be useless to 
address representations to the Eussian Government, as they would certainly decline 
to pursue the discussion. 

Foreign Office, December 11, 1905. 


[ED. NOTE . — As the following despatches show, Anglo-Russian negotiations regarding 
Afghanistan were not opened until February 1907, although Sir Edward Grey had auffiorised them 
on September 7, 1906, at the same time as those relating to Persia, v. supra, p. dSO, No. 341.] 


No. 467. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 371/320. 

(No. 58.) St. Petersburgh, D. January 30, 1907. 

Sir, E, February 4, 1907. 

I asked M. Isvolsky to-day if the Committee which he had informed me was 
to meet in order to examine the questions in regard to which we were treating had 
yet assembled. His Excellency said that the Committee had not yet commenced 
its sittings, but that it would do so very shortly. 

I have not hitherto communicated to M. Isvolsky the proposals which I am 
instructed to lay before him in regard to Afghanistan (^) ; but it has occurred to me 
that perhaps it might be of advantage that the Committee should be placed in 
possession of them. It seems to me that it would be well to utilize the presence 
of Cormt BenckendorfE here, in order that he may assist in removing the opposition 
which in some quarters undoubtedly exists against an understanding between the 
two Countries, and I think that he should be fully informed of our views, as he will 
attend the sittings of the Committee. If I retain our Afghan proposals it is possible 
that the opponents may assert that it is impossible to express any definite opinion 
or draw up any Draft Convention until they are acquainted with what we propose 
as to the relations between Russian and Afghan Authorities. If the Committee 
were placed in possession of the moderate and conciliatory character of our 
proposals, it would, I think, assist those who are sympathetic with an understanding 
and strengthen their hands. On the other hand I am perfectly aware that by 
divulging our Afghan proposals, I should be playing out all our cards before we 
were in possession of the Russian views in respect to Persia and of their opinions 
on our suggested solution of that question. Had the negotiations remained a matter 
between M. Isvolsky and myself, I would not have considered it desirable to 
communicate the proposals respecting Afghanistan until more progress had been 
made in the Persian question. But as an interdepartmental Committee is apparently 
to survey and discuss the whole scope of the negotiations, I think it would be 
advisable to give it all information, and not run the risk of it formulating proposals 
of its own with an incomplete knowledge of our views; while M. Isvolsky and 
Count Benckendorff, the two warmest adherents of an understanding, were left in 
the dark on one very important question. 

The question is one, I know, of procedure, but it is of some importance, and 
I ventured therefore, in my telegram No. 13 of the 28th instant, (^) to solicit, your 
opinion before taking myself any step in the matter. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


(^) \cp. infra, p. 526, No. 472, end.] 

(2) [This telegram annaunced the formation of a small intor-departmental oommittse which 
was to examine the questions for Anglo-Russian negotiation. Sir A. Nicolson enquired whether 
ha should lay before it the British proposals as to Afghanistan.] 
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MINUTE. 

A still bigger gap in the coinpleteneas of the negotiations Js the omission of the Near Eastern 
question. It is always open to the Ckimmittee to report that they cannot decide without taking 
Afghanistan or the Near East one or both into consideration, but it is for them to do this on their 
own initiative, not for us to suggest it to them. 

E. G. 


No. 468. 

Sir Edwtird Grey to Sir A. Nieolson. 

ii'.O. 371/320. Foreign Office, February 6 , 1907. 

Tel. (No. 8.) D. 7-30 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 13 and desp[atch] No. 58. (^) 

We consider that you should not communicate our proposals regarding 
Afghanistan at present, as it is desirable that we should first know more of Russian 
views on our proposals relating to Persia. 

Ameer has not so far touched on any political questions during his visit, but 
no communication should in any ease be made to Russian Gov[ernmen]t with 
regard to Afghanistan until after H[iB] M[aje8ty] has loft India. 

(') I'U. iuiuu'diatuly preceding ducuiiicnt and note (^).] 


No. 469. 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petemburgh, February 17, 19L)7. 
F.O. 371/32U. D. 7-49 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 24.) R. 10*30 P.M. 

Committee, which is examining the questions forming the subject of our 
negotiations, has held sitting, and Count Benokendorff informs me that results were 
satisfactory, and that considerable progress has been made ; in fact, he seemed to 
think that time 'was approaching when the whole Convention would be concluded. 
He said that Committee was desirous of knowing our views as to the Afghan 
Convention, as it is so closely connected with arrangement as to Persia. I said that 
I was not yet ready to communicate Oiir views on the subject. 

I shall see Minister for Iforeign Affairs on Wednesday, and endeavour to 
ascertain from him what the Russian proposals as to Persia are, and will toll him 
that until we are in possession of these proposals wc cannot well open up Afghan 
question. 

In regard to latter, may I tell Minister for Foreign Affairs, when the time 
comes, that we would recommend Ameer to permit intercourse between Russia and 
specific selected Afghan frontier officials on local and non-political matters, and not 
merely that we would raise no objections to such relations? He would, I think, 
ask whether we should take former course. 

I understand that Japanese negotiations are progressing well, and there is 
evident desire to hasten on ours.(*) Moment is favourable, and it would be advisable 
not to let it pass by. 


(’•) [For further reference to the liuseo-Japanese negotiations, v. supra, pp. 284-R, Ed. nofe«.] 
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MINUTES. 

CoDsid Bring that we know that corninumcationR between Russian and Afghan offieiais are 
going on all the time I do not see how the Ameer could reasonably object to their being 
regularised. To ask the Russian GrU'v[ernmon]t to formulate their proposals for the interchange 
of direct communications between Russian and Afghan offieiais on non-political questions of a 
local character v^ill be entirely in accordance with the previous policy of this Office as ” " 

Lord Lans'downe’s desp[atch] No. 305 of Nov. 5, 1003. (^) 

Consult I 0. as proposed. 

(-) [For a siuniimry of this despatch, r. -s‘i//nTJ, pp. 510-20, No. 406.] 


C. H. 
E. G. 


No. 470. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, February 19, 1907. 
1\0. 371/320. ' D. f2-58 p.m. 

Tel (No. 26.) E. 3*30 p.m. 

My immediately preceding telegram. (^) 

I do not anticipate that there would be difficulty in obtaining consent of Eussian 
Government to our proposals as to Afghanistan with perhaps the exception of 
suppression of bounties to trade, but I think that they will press for some declaration 
that we will not go further than our existing treaties with the Amir. I fear that 
you may feel difficulty in meeting their wishes and the conclusion of an arrangement 
as to Persia would be consequently hampered. Their point of view is that when 
we have a free hand in Seistan we would before long extend our railway into that 
district, and if hereafter the Amir with our assistance constructed railway 
communication with India status quo would be altered seemingly to the disadvantage 
of Eussia. 

At the same time I think I would communicate our Afghanistan proposals as 
they are to M[inister for] r[oreign] A[ffairs] when the Amir has left India and 
when their 'pro-memorid as to Persia has been communicated in writing, as then 
perhaps they would precisely state what their views and wishes are. 

Questions are too important to be hustled through but at the same time it would 
now I venture to submit he advisable to allow as little delay as possible to occur 
in the continuous course of the negotiations. 


MINUTE. 

Suggest to the India Office that we should tell Sir A. NicolRon that prospects appear to be 
acceptable in principle that we must reserve final opinion till we see them in writing, but that 
we expect after receiving them to be able to put forward something about Afghanistan and that he 
may inform M. Isvolsky to this effect. 

E. G. 

(^) [Tel. No. 25 of February 19, 1907. Its substance is given more fully in Sir A. Nicsolson’s 
despatch No. 98 of February 19, supra ^ pp, 428-31, No. 388,] 
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No. 471. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

F.O. 371/920. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 19^ 1907. 

With ref[erenco] to my letter 3227 of the 30th ultimo, (^) I am directed by 
Sec[retar]y Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith to be laid before the S[ecrBtary] of 
S[tate] for India, copy of a tel[egra]m from H[is] M[ajesty’s] Amb[assado]r at 
St. Petersburg relative to the Anglo-Euseian negotiations. (^) 

It will be observed that Sir A. Nicolson, in anticipation of a question which 
may probably be addressed to him by M. Isvolsky, enquires whether he is authorised 
to inform His Excellency, at the proper moment, that H[is] M[ajesty’s] 
Gov[ernmen]t would recommend the Amir to permit intercourse between Russian 
and specifically selected Afghan frontier officials on local and non-political matters, 
and not merely that they would raise no objections to such relations. 

Sir E. Grey is of opinion that although at a later stage in the negotiations it 
may become necessary to make certain recommendations to the Amir it is 
premature to raise the question at the present moment. He considers it desirable 
that H[is] M[ajesty’s] Gov[ernmen]t should first learn (1) what are the Russian 
proposals in regard to Persia and whether they are likely to prove acceptable, and 
(2) what are exactly the Russian proposals in regard to direct Russo- Afghan 
relations, before any communication is made to the Amir on the subject. 

Sir E. Grey would be glad to be favoured with the observations of the 
S[ecretary] of S[tate] for India in the matter, and he proposes, if Mr. Morley 
concurs, to reply to Sir A. Nieolson in the above sense. 

[I am, &c.] 

E. G[ORST]. 

(') fTlus lottor tranamittccl Tcl. No. 13 from Sir A. Nicolfion of January 28, 1907 {v. supra, 
p. 522, No. 407, yioio (^)), to the Tnrlia Ofliro, and stated that Sir E, Grey considered it inadviaablo 
to lay the British proposals on Afghanistan before ihe Biissian rnmmittoo,, and that he wished to 
hear the Russian proposals regarding Persia before communicating the British proposals on 
Afghanistan.] 

(2) fu. svpra, p. 523, No. 469.] 


No. 472. 

Sir A. Nicohov to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/320. 

fNo 104.) St. Petersburgh, D. Febmary 23, 1907. 

Sir/ ^ R. March 4, 1907. 

During my interview with M. Isvolsky this afternoon, I said that I wished to 
speak with him in regard to Afghanistan, and that I should like to remind him that on 
several occasions the Russian Government had given assurances to His Majesty's 
Government that they considered the above country outside the sphere of Russian 
influence. His Majesty’s Government were, at the same time, aware that certain 
inconveniences were caused by the absence of recognised means of communicationB 
between Russian and Afghan frontier officials on questions of local and non-political 
interest, and he would observe from the paper which I would hand^ him that His 
Majesty’s Government were prepared to take the question into consideration. He 
would understand that it would be necessary to first obtain the consent of the Ameer 
before any arrangements were concluded on the subject, and that it would be necessary 
for His Majesty’s Government to be acquainted with the views of the Russian Govern- 
ment, and the mode in which they proposed that they should be realized, before the 
Ameer could be approached. I might add, 1 said, that the Ameer was always 
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sensitive on the question, and was, I believed, not very well disposed to entrusting 
much latitude to his officials. 

I gave M. Tsvolsky the paper, of which I have the honour to enclose a copy, and he 
read it through carefully. He asked what was exactly meant by the term “ agents ” 
in the third paragraph. I said agents of all categories, officials, officers, &c. He asked 
how our relations were conducted with the Ameer. I said that we had an agent, a 
native Indian official, at Cabul, and that on occasions direct correspondence passed 
between the Indian Government and the Ameer. He observed that he did not quite 
understand what was meant by '' bounties in subsidies ” in the 4th paragraph. I said 
that allusion was made to bounties in the shape of subsidies, which I believed were 
accorded to Enssian trade, and he would see that paragraph 5 offered facilities to 
Russian commerce if such bounties were removed. He asked whether I could tell 
him what bounties were accorded. I said that I was unable to do so off-hand, but 
doubtless he could obtain all information in some Russian Department. 

M. Isvolsky said that he must of course study the paper and asked if he was to 
regard it as a Draft project of a Convention. I replied that it was by no means 
intended to be so, it merely represented in outline the views of my Government, and 
I should be happy to receive full details of the views of the Russian Government in 
respect to Afghanistan. 

His Excellency said that he would supply me with them later, and doubtless 
after a comparison and explanation of the respective views, material would be found 
for a Draft project of Convention. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

Enclosure in No. 472. 

Paper communicated hy Sir A. Nieolson to M. Isvolshi. 

1. His Majesty’s Government would require the Russian Government to acknow- 
ledge Afghanistan as being outside the Russian sphere of influence, and under British 
guidance in all matters of external policy, 

2. They would raise no objections to the establishment of direct communications 
between Russian officials and officials designated by the Ameer of Afghanistan as to 
matters of purely local character and of nonpolitical complexion, 

3. They would require the Russian Government to abstain from sending agents 
into Afghanistan. 

4. to discontinue giving bounties in subsidies to Russian trade in that country, 

5. His Majesty’s Government would raise no obstruction in the way of the same 
facilities being accorded to Russian trade with Afghanistan as British and British- 
Indian traders now enjoy in the territory of the Ameer. 

MINUTE. 

Th0 text of the inclosure ia the same as that of Sir A. Nicolson’s instructions. 

C. H. 

E. G. 


No. 473. 

Sir A. Nieolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 147.) St. Petersburgh, D. March 20, 1907. 

Sir,_ E. April 2, 1907. 

I mentioned to M. Isvolsky to-day my hope that he would shortly be able to 
give me a reply to the amendments which His Majesty’s Government desired to see 
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introduced into the Eussian Draft Convention as to Persia, (^) and also that I should 
be favoured with the proposals of the Eussian Government in regard to Afghanistan. 

Hia Excellency said that he trusted to be in a position before long to give an 
answer in regard to the first question, but in respect to Afghanistan the matter 
was not in his hands, but was being studied by others. I remarked that I trusted 
that the proposals, when formulated, would be of such a nature as would be 
acceptable to His Majesty’s Government. 

M. Isvolsky said that he understood that there would be a proposal to establish 
Commercial Agents in Afghanistan, that some security should be afforded against 
the Ameer’s troops being organized by Anglo-Indian officers, and against strategical 
railways being constructed with assistance from India. There were also questions 
in regard to treatment of frontier affairs, and other matters generally, which would 
reassure the Eussian Government that Afghanistan would not be transformed from 
a “ buffer state ” into an avant-garde of the Indian Empire. 

I observed that, in respect to Commercial Agents, we ourselves had none in 
Afghanistan, and that we had already made proposals as to intercourse between 
frontier officials. I did not wish to enter at present into other points, though I 
should remark that we expected Eussia to recognize, as she had already done, that 
Afghanistan was outside of the sphere of her influence. M. Isvolsky said that, of 
course, it would be premature to discuss proposals which were not before us, but 
he thought that we had a resident at Cabul. I said that we had no Eesident, but 
simply an agent, an Indian native official, and I would only repeat the hope that 
the Eussian proposals when I received them, would be of a reasonable character, 
and that it would be remembered that Great Britain had the external affairs of 
Afghanistan under her guidance. 

M. Isvolsky then mentioned that he had received from Count Benckendorff a 
formula,” which you had communicated to him in regard to some understanding 
as to the districts neighbouring to the countries' in regard to which we were treating. (“) 
His Excellency said that he had read the communication from Count Benckendorff 
hurriedly, and could not remember the exact terms. He sent for the paper but 
it could not be found at the moment, and he said he would let me have a copy 
of it later. 

I expressed the hope that now that our negotiations were attracting the 
attention of the press, and that ineomploto information in regard to them was oozing 
out, it would be possible for us to push on with our discuRsions, as the sooner they 
were concluded the better. His Excellency .said that he would do his best, but that 
he feared that question of Afghanistan might create some little difficulty. I told 
him that I did not see why this should be so, but T did not pursue our conversation, 
as being his reception day there were many waiting to see him. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


MINUTE. 

After the concessions made relating to the Dardanollefi(3) and Mongolia wo must be stiff 
about Afghanistan. 

C- H. 

E. G. 


(^) [cp. mpra, pp. 4B7-40, No. JJOf), and enoLI 

(^) [The text of this formula is given, aupm, p. 285, No. 262 (a), end.] 
(^) [cp. supra, pp. 279-02, Nos. 257-9.] 
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No. 474. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 175.) Confidential. St. Petershurghj D. Ajpril 2, 1907. 

Sir, E. April 15, 1907. 

M. Poklewski called upon me the day before yesterday and informed me that the 
General Staft’ had communicated to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs their views as 
to Afghanistan, and that M. Isvolsky liad handed the dossier to him to report upon it. 
M. Poklewski enquired why I had telegraphed to London that I feared that the Russian 
proposals in regard to Afghanistan would be unacceptable. (^) I told him that, from 
some observations which M. Isvolsky had made to me in regard to Russia desiring to 
have commercial agents in that country, and also in respect to one or two other points, 

I did have misgivings, but that I should be glad if they were to prove unfounded. 
M. Poklewski gave me to understand that probably the question of commercial agents 
would be dropped. He then asked me if I thought that my Government would give 
any undertaking not to assist the Ameer in reorganising his forces, or in building forts 
and railways. T told him that perhaps a well organized Afghan army might have 
equal, if not greater, danger to India than to Russia, possibly not under the present 
Ameer but under his successors. Moreover, so far as I was aware, the Ameer himself 
had shown no desire to enlist the services of British officers, and if he had such a 
desire I should think that it was extremely improbable that it would be a very popular 
measure in Afghanistan. As to railway construction, personally I was doubtful if my 
Government would be disposed to tie their hands for the future. Furthermore if the 
Ameer was seized with a wish for railway development, it would be impossible to 
prohibit him from giving effect to it. 

M. Poklewski then asked how far I thought that my Government would be 
prepared to go in reassuring the Russian Government. I told him that I really could 
not tell, as I did not know what the Russian Government desired. I thought that 
I could go BO far as to state that we had no desire to annex or appropriate any Afghan 
territory, and he would doubtless recollect that in February 1 905 the British Govern- 
ment of that day had so* stated. (^) 

M. Poklewski asked what view I thought would be taken if the Russian Government 
stated that they had no aggressive views in regard to the Indian frontier, or words 
to that effect, and requested that the British Government would give an assurance that 
their influence in Afghanistan would be employed sololy in a pacific manner and with 
no aggressive intention against Russia. 

In my own mind I admit that it seemed to me that if the Russian Government 
would be satisfied with such an interchange of intentions it would be extremely 
satisfactory, hut 1 merely said to M. Poklewski that, doubtless, any suggestions from 
the Russian Government would be well considered by my Government. He then 
asked whether we held to the abolition of bounties. I said that it was a point on 
which we should be glad to see Russia meet our wishes. He said that he was studying 
that question, and was ascertaining what bounties were given ; he believed they were 
accorded merely on petroleum and sugar. I said that I had every hope that an 
arrangement could be arrived at on that point. Pie then asked what facilities were 
accorded to British Indian traders in Afghanistan. I said that I really did not know, 
and that I had telegraphed recently to enquire. 

I told M. Poklewski that I sincerely trusted that I should receive before long th0 , 
proposals of the Russian Government in regard to Afghanistan. I was desirous bf 
hastening our negotiations now that we had agreed on the main points with respect to 
Persia and Thibet, and moreover public attention was being directed to the negotiations 
and the Press was publishing fragmentary accounts of them. M. Poklewski assured 

G) [Tel. No. 347 from Sir A. Nicolson of March 20, 1907. Not reprcxluced.] 

(®) [tj. 8upm, pp. 520--1, No, 466 ((i).] 
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me that M. Isvolsky was animated with the same desire; and that he hoped in a few 
days that I should receive a communication. 

I report my conversation with M. Poklewski simply for the purpose of record, 
and it may be possible that some of his suggestions may find expression in the 
communication which I hope shortly to receive from M. Isvolsky in respect to 
Afghanistan. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


MINUTES. 

These are only M. Poklewski ’s impressions apparently. 

F. A. 0. 

After Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram was received a hope was expressed in conversation to 
Count Benekendorff that the Bussian Gov[ernmen]t would repress any adverse tendency of this 
kind. This no doubt is the source of M. Poklevsky’s information. 

We should I imagine be able to give the assurance suggested by M. Poklevsky on the second 
page. [i.e. paragraph 3.] 

E. G. 


No. 476. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, April 5, 1907. 

F.O. 371/820. D. 11 a.m. 

Tel. (No. 60.) E. 2 p.m, 

Enssian proposal as to Afghanistan. 

M[miBter for] F[oreign] A[ffairs] told me yesterday that he would not be in a 
position to communicate proposals to me for ten days or so and that then he would 
give me a draft convention. I believe that he is discussing question of bounties with 
Minister of Commerce. 


No. 476. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 238.) St. Petershurgh, D. April 29, 1907. 

Sir, _ E. May 13, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Colonel Napier, Military Attach^ to this Embassy, reporting a conversation which 
he had held with (general Pahtzin, Chief of the General Staff, in respect to the 
negotiations concernmg Afghanistan. I trust that the observations made by Colonel 
Napier will meet with your approval. They appear to me to be well timed and 
judicious. 

I may state tha,t M. Poklewski informed me on the 27th instant that an inter- 
departmental Committee was to meet on that day in connection with the question of 
Afghanistan, and he trusted that in 8 or 4 days I should receive the proposals which 
the Russian Government would present to His Majesty’s Government. 

I have, ifec. 

A. NICOLSON. 

2 u 


[16942] 
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Enclosure in No. 476. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Napier to Sir A. Nioolson. 

(No. 16.) Confidential. 

Sir, St. Peterslurgh, April 27, 1907. 

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that I had a long conversation 
to-day with General Palitsin, Chief of the General Staff to whom I was paying a 
farewell visit. He at once turned the conversation on to our negotiations regarding 
Afghanistan. Of course no allusion was made to my visit to the Emperor the day 
before yesterday, but I know that General Palitsin was at Tsarskoe Celo yesterday, 
at the parade of the Life-Guard Grenadier Eegiment, held by Hie Majesty, and it is 
not improbable that he was aware that the Emperor had spoken to me on that subject. 

General Palitsin expressed the same view that His Majesty had laid stress upon, 
as to the necessity of opening up trade relations vrith Afghanistan, that it would be 
advantageous both to our country and theirs, and that the present state of affairs 
could not continue. I asserted that the Amir himself objected to widening his trade 
relations, as I believed, both -with the Eussians and ourselves. The General argued 
that Eussia was negotiating with England, not with Afghanistan, and that he supposed 
Afghan policy was dictated by us, and we could bring pressure to bear on the Amir if 
we chose. I said the only way to come to an agreement was to be quite frank with 
each other. Speaking entirely of my personal views, I believed that our wish was 
to retain Afghanistan as a buffer State independent in its internal affairs either of 
England or Eussia. What did Eussia want? The General declared that that was also 
Eussia’s wish. At the same time they could not disguise the fact that we were, 
in India a strong Mahomedan Power, and that our Mahomedan subjects were loyal 
and not nearly so fanatical as were the Mahomedane in Eussian Central Asia, that they 
apprehended that it might be possible for us at some future time, when we were in 
disagreement with Eussia, to raise the Mahomedans against them, and hurl the 
Afghans against their borders. Therefore they were anxious that we should not make 
use of Afghanistan for offensive purposes towards their Central Asian possessions. 
On the other hand, there had been a great deal of loose talk about Eussia’s aggressive 
intentions with regard to India. It was said that because Eussia had been able to 
transport one million men to Manchuria by a single line of railway, therefore she could 
send and maintain at railhead two million men at the termini of her railways in 
Central Asia. This of course was nonsense, and in fact, the idea of an invasion of 
India was a mere phantasy that had never been seriously entertained by responsible 
Eussians. I replied that the idea of our invading Central Asia was quite out of the 
question with our little army, and that we should never try to stir up Mahomedan 
fanaticism against Christians, however strong we might be in India. It would be too 
dangerous a policy to pursue for any European nation with a large number of 
Mahomedan subjects. General Palitsin agreed to this, hut was flattering enough to 
make the most of our potential strength in India in view of assistance from our 
colonies Ac. This I did not disclaim, nor did I discuss the feasibility or otherwise of a 
Eussian invasion of India. I believe however that his apprehensions as regards our 
aggressive intentions in Afghanistan were genuine, and I did my best to remove them. 
Of course our Indian army, I said, will look with regret on an agreement with Eussia, 
that will deprive them of their one chance of active service against an enemy worthy 
of their attention, but that was not a point to be considered. General Palitsin 
expressed the opinion that we should have to fight the Afghans before long, who were 
getting more and more powerful. I said it was quite true that we had helped them to 
get strong, and had given them arms, bearing in mind the possibility that we might 
some day find them turned against ourselves, but in our anxiety to preserve a strong 
buffer state we had chosen what we believed was a lesser evil. The General said 
perhaps we were right ; if we had not armed Afghanistan, some one else would have 
done so. As it was, Afghanistan imported arms from other places besides India. 
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I asked if any came from Eussia. He said no, but they come from the Persian Gulf, 
and arms are even imported through Afghanistan into Central Asia, which is very 
disagreeable for us. 

This led up to the subject of frontier relations, and the settling of minor disputes 
direct with the Afghans, which he considered was necessary, not only for the sake of 
convenience, but also for the prestige of Eussia. I said I believed that our Government 
had already previously expressed its willingness to concede this point but that was a 
very different matter to opening up the eormtry to trade. If it was true that Eussia 
wished to preserve the independence of Afghanistan, that was not a wise measure. 
General Palitsin failed to see how that could in any way menace the independence of 
the country. I then made use of the argument that Your Excellency mentioned to me 
the other day, namely that if European traders &c., had access to the interior, a 
Eussian subject might be murdered, and the maintenance of Eussian prestige might 
demand a punitive expedition. The General considered that this was far-fetched, that 
Eussia had experience of the same sort of people as the inhabitants of Afghanistan in 
Central Asia. I replied that it was impossible to compare the Afghans with a State 
like Bokhara or with the Sarts and other Mahomedans in Eussian territory. It was 
true that the tribes immediately bordering on the Afghan frontier were some of them 
less fanatical than others, but that the true Afghan w'as intensely fanatical. I had been 
in Afghanistan and also in Eussian Central Asia, and could assure him that nothing was 
more probable than that a European trader in Afghanistan would get into trouble and 
be killed. To touch one of their women was quite sufficient to bring about this result. 
The General seemed much impressed by this argument. He went on to say that 
Afghanistan was of great importance to Eussia. 'Vi^ereas England had many avenues 
of approach against Eussia in ease of hostilities, by the Baltic, the Black Sea, &c., 
Eussia had only one against England, namely through Afghanistan, therefore if we 
both entered into an agreement not to make use of Afghanistan for the sake of making 
hostile advances against each other, England was giving up only one of her possible 
lines of advance, whereas Eussia was abandoning her only point of vantage. I replied 
that my private opinion was that any military measures that we might adopt in the 
direction of Afghanistan, had in view merely the defence of India, and that if Eussia 
left us alone in this part of the world, Central Asia was the last place we wished to 
attack. In my humble opinion if they wished to carry through an agreement with us, 
it would be better to confine the matter to the question of direct communication with 
the Afghans on purely frontier matters of petty disputes, and to a mutual engagement 
that neither Power should make use of Afghanistan for the sake of making hostile 
advances against the other, and leave matters of trade alone. 

General Palitsin then said that we had promised to grant them the same 
facilities of trade that we ourselves enjoyed. What were they? I replied that I 
did not think that we had any special facilities, except that caravans of merchandise 
passed through the Khyber Pass on certain days of the week, but that no European 
traders or Europeans of any kind were admitted into the country, except one or two 
private servants of the Amir. He asked me what were the conditions of trade on 
the Kandahar route. I said I did not know exactly, but no Europeans were 
admitted there at all, and anyone crossing the frontier was liable to be shot or taken 
prisoner. 

General Palitsin then went on to talk about Persia, saying he believed we had 
come to an agreement on that subject £ind was beginning to enlarge upon their 
immense sacrifice in giving up Seistan, when I discovered that I was already 
half-an-hour late for my interview with General Polivanov, the Assistant of the 
Minister for War, and that my conversation with General Palitsin had lasted 
an hour. 

On reaching the Ministry for War, I met Lrieutenan]t-Oolon6l Sniesareff coming 
out of General Polivanov’s room. The former is an officer of the General Staff, in 
what corresponds to the Intelligence Division, and is a specialist on Afghanistan. 

General Polivanov at once broached the subject of Afghanistan and said that 
[16942] 2 M 2 
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it was at this moment much oct‘,iip_ying the Goveriiment, which had every confidence 
in M. Izvolsky bringing it to a, successful conclusion. I remarked that there was every 
reason for two great Mahomedan Powers such .as Eussia and England to live in 
amity together and that I did not see that we had any opposing interest in Central 
Asia. General Polivanov agreed and said that Central Asia was big enough for 
both of us, and that the great advantage of friendly relations between us was that 
we could each speak quite frankly to each other. I did not see any object in being 
involved in any further discussion on the subject and turned the conversation to 
other topics. General Polivanov has always been particularly friendly to me, but 
I do not know that his opinions on this matter would have much weight. 

I think it is evident from General Palitsin’s remarks that Eussia is really anxious 
to guarantee herself from any hostile action on the part of Afghanistan, goaded 
on by ourselves, and from any insidious advances that we may make under cover 
of Afghanistan whether for purposes of offence or of defence. The Eussian General 
Staff must be well posted in the problem of the defence of India, seeing that the 
Times Correspondent’s book on Imperial Strategy is being translated by them into 
Eussian. It will perhaps appear somewhat fantastic that Eussia should really be 
apprehensive of the harm that we could do her in Central Asia, in the magnificent 
position that she now occupies there thanks to the Orenburg and Central Asian 
Eailways, but it must be remembered that she is still smarting from the Japanese 
defeat that we were the indirect means of inflicting upon her, and the loss of prestige 
of an unsuccessful war coupled with the revolutionists at home has evidently greatly 
shaken her hold upon her Central Asian Mahomedan subjects, and it is of the 
greatest importance that we should take, advantage of this frame of mind. It is 
with most sincere regret that the Military Department will abandon any means of 
improving their strategical position, and it is possible that they may have abandoned 
Seistan in the hopes of gaining more substantial advantages in breaking down the 
barrier of an unknown and hostile Afghanistan. The thin end of the wedge is 
undoubtedly the question of direct relations with the Afghans, which is only harmless 
so long as our relations with Eussia remain cordial. 

I ventured to speak to General Palitsin with freedom, feeling that even if my 
views were not approved of by Your Excellency, thev could only be expressed by a 
military attache as his personal ideas, and could in no way compromise his 
Government, while it might make some impression on the military advisers of the 
Eussian Government, or at any rate throw some light on their views. 

I have, &c. 

H. D. NAPIEE, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Military AttacM- 


MINUTE. 

General Palitsin’a remark that we should probably have to fight Afghanistan ourselves is. in 
itself a reason for being careful not to promise too much in the way of abstaining from interfering 
with Afghan afiairs. 

I am convinced that the apprehension of the Eussians that we might adopt an aggressive 
policy against them in Central Asia is a real one on their part. It came out in the Russian 
agreement in 1896. 

E. G. 


No. 477. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 249.) St. Petersburg^, D. May 6, 1907. 

Sir, E. May 13, 1907. 

I expressed to M. Isvolsky today the hope that I should be very shortly 
furnished with the proposals of the Eussian Government in regard to Afghanistan, 
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as time was slipping by and I knew that my Government were desirous of moving 
on with the discussions. His Excellency replied that he could assure me that he 
was doing his best to push on matters, and he could safely say that he had now 
secured the assent of all the interested Ministries to the essential points, and, so 
far as he was in a position to judge, he thought that the proposals of the Eussian 
Government would be in accord with the views of His Majesty’s Government. He 
was at present in discussion with the Minister of Commerce in regard to certain 
trade matters, especially with respect to the question of bounties; and he trusted 
that these discussions would be shortly concluded. He wished to communicate to 
us a Draft Convention, and he hoped that then no serious delay would ensue in 
concluding the whole matter. He recognised that he could have hastened on matters 
if the Ministry for Foreign Affairs had dealt alone with the question, but to ensure 
that the agreement should be a durable one, he had considered it desirable to obtain 
the full concurrence of other Departments and this procedure had necessarily taken 
time. I must not, he said, think that the question was being hung up, as he had 
been in daily communication with the other interested parties, but he feared that 
he could not have the Draft Convention ready this week. 

I had to content myself with these assurances, though I confess I am 
disappointed in not being able to send the Draft Convention by the Messenger of 
this week. 

M. Isvolsky added that the Conventions in respect to Persia and Thibet were 
now practically concluded, with the exception of the two telegraph lines and the 
Geographical definition of Thibet. 

I enquired of M. Isvolsky in what form he proposed to draw up our Convention 
or Conventions. Did he wish a general preamble covering all the three agreements, 
or did he wish to sign three separate agreements? Furthermore was each agreement 
to be drawn up in the form of a regular Convention with interchange of Pull Powers, 
ratifications, &c.? It seemed to me that in regard to Persia and Thibet we had 
already agreed upon preambles in each case, which it was desirable to preserve; 
and it struck me that perhaps it would therefore be as well to have three separate 
agreements for each subject. (‘) 

M. Isvolsky appeared to agree with this view, though he stated that he had 
not seriously considered the question. He also thought that perhaps it would be 
sufficient if we merely stated that we were “duly authorized by our respective 
Governments, &c.’’ without the Sovereigns naming us as Plenipotentiaries to 
conclude the Convention. I should be grateful if you would kindly inform me of 
your wishes in regard to the above questions of form, so that I may be later in a 
position to discuss the matter more fully with M. Isvolsky. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

(>•) [For further reference to this subject, v. supra, p. 299, No. 281, and pp. 499-600, 
No. 462, and end.] 


No. 478. 

Sir A. Nicokon to Sir Edward Orey. 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 260.) St. Peterehurghy D. May 15, 1907. 

Sir, _ E. May 21, 1907. 

M. Isvolsky gave me this afternoon a Draft Convention concerning Afghanistan, 
of which I have the honour to transmit a copy herewith. (^) His Excellency read it 
over to me, and said that it was baaed on various communications which had from 
time to time passed between the two Governments, and he trusted that it represented 


[16942] 


P) [v. infra, pp. 641-4, No. 488, oolumn 1.] 
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Afghanistan, but the Eussian Governinent evidently attach importance to the term 
“buffer state/' as M. Isvolsky has frequently employed the term to me, and it 
was admitted by Lord Lansdowne in his despatch to Sir G. Hardinge of March 8, 
1905, (^) of which a copy was communicated to Count Benckendorff. Articles V and 
VII offer some difficulties ; and it is clear that the Eussian Government will expect 
that we should adopt in the treatment of the questions therein mentioned something 
more than an attitude of benevolent neutrality. Indeed it would, I submit, be 
advisable that some steps should be promised on our part in order to exclude the 
possibility of the Eussian Government endeavouring, in case of our refusing to 
actively interest ourselves in the matter, to seek some other methods of attaining 
the ends which they desire. 

I hardly venture to make any suggestions on questions outside of my province, 
but I respectfully submit that I might perhaps secure the assent of the Eussian 
Government to prefacing each of the two articles by the words “His Majesty's 
Government recognise that,” and further stating that His Majesty's Government 
will use their good offices to procure the fulfilment of the provisions, or words to 
that effect. The last alinea in Article VII that a uniform customs tariff should 
be established along the whole of the Afghan frontier^j is a new proposal, and one 
which I submit might be usefully excluded from the present convention. I think 
I could satisfy the Eussian Government that too much must not be asked of the 
Ameer, and that they could well rest content with a recognition on our part of 
equality of treatment and that we would be ready to do what was possible to secure 
it. The whole of Article VII is somewhat comprehensive both for the present and 
for the future, but it should be borne in mind that the Eussian Government have 
made a great departure from the attitude they had hitherto maintained in formally 
acknowledging that Eussia must treat with the Ameer only through the 
intermediary of His Majesty's Government and in engaging not to despatch agents 
into Afghanistan. 

T have, &c. 

A. NTCOLSON. 


(2) [i;, aupra, p. 521, No. 466 (b),] 


[ED. NOTE . — The following minutcB are attached to Sir A. Nicolson’s telrjgram No. 76 
uf May 15, 1907, of the substance of which the above despatch gives a fuller account : 


MINUTES. 

1 do not exactly know what a “ buffer *’ State implien but I would point out that L[ord] 
Lansdowne, in his desp['atch] to Bt. Petersburg no: H8 of March 8, 1905, (^) says; — “ C[oun]t 
Benckendorff attached importance to the expression “ a buffer State/ and I said that it seemed 
to me an appropriate description of the position which both Gov[ernmen]ts desired to assign to 
Afghanistan.” 

0, H. 


We cannot go bfiwik on what Lord Lansdowne said about a ” buffer state but there is no 
recognized definition of this phrase and it must be taken as defined by what follows. 

The first sentence of article III is dangerous; it is more than we can promise. As to the 
Amser’e concurrence I think we might get over that point by making Article V dependent upon 
it and stating that we will raise no objection and will so inform the Ameer. 

The commercial stipulations will have to be more vague. We might agree not to ask for special 
facilities for British trade in the sense of lower duties, but the rest might bo renewed for a 
commercial treaty with the Amir. 

Send, the tel[egram] to the I[ndia] O[ffioe] but reserve comments as proposed, till the 
despatch arrives. 


(^) [v. Bupra, p. 521, No* 466 (b).] 


E. G.] 


[16942] 
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No. 479. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

F.O. 371/820. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 24, 1907. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to tr[ansmit] to you herewith a desp[atch] 
which has been received from H[iB] M[aieBty’s] Ambassador in St. Petersburg 
enclosing a draft Convention relating to Afghanistan and containing a record of his 
conversation with M. Isvolsky on the occasion of its communication by the latter. (^) 

The Convention, consisting of a preamble and seven Articles, has been carefully 
studied in this Dep[artmen]t and I am directed by Sir E. Grey to transmit to you for 
the consideration of Mr. Secretary Morley a counterdraft which, in his opinion, would 
meet the requirements of H[is] M[ajesty's] Gov[emmen]t.(^) 

I am desired to point out that in view of the ambiguity of the expression ‘‘ buffer 
State’’ Sir B. Grey has considered it advisable to delete this Article, but in the 
event of the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t wishing that some reference should be made to 
Afghanistan as an intervening State between British and Eussian territory, he is of 
opinion that an allusion to the geographical situation of Afghanistan might be more 
suitably inserted in the preamble than in an Article of the Convention. 

Sir E. Grey further considers it desirable that this Convention, together with 
those relating to Persia and Thibet, should be concluded without prolonged delay, 
and in view of the care which has been taken in Art[icle]6 4 and 5 of the counter- 
draft not to commit the Ameer definitely he trusts that if the proposed text meets 
with Mr. Morley ’s approval it may not be necessary to obtain the Ameer’s adhesion 
before proceeding further with the negotiations with the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t, a 
course which would entail prolonged delay. 

As matters now stand it is hoped that if the Agreement is concluded in the 
proposed form, the Ameer will recognize, when it is communicated to him that the 
position of Afghanistan is secured and strengthened from outside interference and 
that as regards internal administration every consideration for him has been shown 
by making any changes dependent upon his consent. 

I am, &c. 

P. A, CAMPBELL. 

(^) [v. immediately preceding document.] 

(^) [This counter-draft is that given on p. 539, No. 481, oncl. It was amended in accordance 
with the views of the India Office.] 


No. 480. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O, 371/820. 

(No. 204.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 28, 1907. 

Count Benckendorff came to see me to-day, and asked me about the Afghanistan 
proposals. 

I said I had been favourably impressed by them, and emphasised this point. But 
we should have some alterations to propose, and I would let him have the draft of 
them as soon as possible. 

Count BenckendorfE said that the question of the occupation of Afghanistan, by 
which I understood him to mean the agreement on our part not to occupy, was one 
which had been mentioned by Lord Lansdowne, and recorded in the despatch to 
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Sir Charles Hardinge some time ago.(*) That was why he had introduced the phrase 
into the Eussian draft. 

I said I understood the position to be that, if Eussia declared Afghanistan to be 
outside her interest, and agreed that all political communication were to pass through 
the British Government, she wanted to be sure that Afghanistan would not be used 
aggressively against her. This point was perfectly clear, and we were in complete 
agreement about it. The difficulty in connection with it was one of words. We 
wished to express this intention in such a way as not to tie our own hands in the 
case of trouble between ourselves and Afghanistan, which might arise some day in 
connection with our own frontier tribes. 


(1) [u. supra, p. 521, Nd. 4Q6 (!)).] 


I am, &e. 

E. GEEY. 


No. 481. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 202.) Coiffidential. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 29, 1907. 

I have received Y[our] E[xcellency’s] deBp[atch] No. 260 of the 15th inst[ant](^) 
forwarding a draft convention, handed to you by the Eussian Minister for F[oreign] 
A[ffair8], for the regulation of Anglo-Eussian relations in Afghanistan, and reporting 
a conversation which you had with M. Izvolski on the subject. 

The Eussian draft has been carefully studied in this D6p[artmen]t and 1 
tr[ansmit] to Y[our] E[xeellency] herewith, for your conf[identia]l rMormation 
and for any observations which you may wish to offer, a counter-draft based on the 
results of that examination which, in my opinion, would meet the requirements of 
the situation, and which has now been submitted to the Gov[ernmen3t of India. 

The following observations will make clear to Y[our] E[xe6llency] the 
considerations which have led me to put forward the modified proposals embodied 
in this counter-draft. 

The preamble proposed by M. Izvolski is unobjectionable, and has been retained 
in its original form. 

In view of the ambiguous nature of the expression “buffer state” used in 
Art[iele] I of the Eussian draft to describe the status of Afghanistan, I have 
considered it advisable to delete this article altogether. I am however of opinion 
that, in the event of the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t wishing that some reference should 
be made to Afghamstan as an intervening state between British and Eussian 
territory, an allusion to the geographical situation of that country might more 
suitably be inserted in the preamble than in an article of the convention. 

Art[icl6] 2 of M. Izvolski’s draft appears to be satisfactory and is therefore 
retained as ijt[icle] 1 of the counter-draft. 

In Art[icle] 3 of the Eussian draft (Art[icle] 2 of the counter-draft) I desire 
the omission from the first sentence of the word “occupy,” as, in the event of 
the cooperation of an unfriendly Amir with tribes within the limits of British 
territory or of the infraction of Treaty agreements with H[i6] M[ajesty’s] 
G[overnm6nt], it might unfortunately become necessary to undertake another 
expedition to Kabul. H[is] M[ajesty’8] G[ovemment] would have no objection, 
however, to agreeing not to “annex” any portion of Afghan territory and that 
word is therefore retained. The words “or its dependencies,” in the same 


(^) [■». supra, pp. 588-5, No. 478.] 
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sentence, are omitted. They are vague and there is no doubt as to the position 
of the frontiers of Afghanistan. At the end of the same sentence I should prefer 
to substitute for the word “affairs” the word “administration” which is more 
definite and less comprehensive. H[iB] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] would have no 
objection to the retention of the second sentence of this article but would prefer 
that it should contain a reference to the Agreement signed at Kabul by Sir Louis 
Dane, which has accordingly been inserted, and that the unilateral engagement 
which it embodies should be made bilateral by the addition of the further clause 
which now follows it. 

In view of the considerations set forth in the earlier part of Y[our] 
E[xcellency’s] desp[atch], H[is] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] will raise no objection 
to the mention in the second sentence of the Eussian Art[icle] 4 (Art[icle] 3 of the 
counter-draft) of the possible admission, at some future time, of Eussian commercial 
agents into Afghanistan. They would prefer, however, to substitute the words 
“will agree as to what measures shall be taken in this sense” for the words 
“will exchange views on the subject.” The wording now suggested implies the 
necessity of an agreement which the Eussian text does not. 

In Art[icl6] 5 of the Eussian draft (Art[icle] 4 of the counterdraft) I desire 
to insert after the word “may” the words “with the consent of the Amir, which 
H[is] M[ajeBty’s] G[overnment] will endeavour to obtain.” This insertion makes 
it clear that the proposed arrangement is dependent on the consent of the Amir 
and expresses at the same time the readiness of H[iB] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] 
to serve as an intermediary to secure his adhesion, points which, as Y[our] 
E[xc6ll6ney’s] desp[atch] shows, you also consider it desirable to emphasise. 

Hps] M[aj6sty’s] G[overnment] would be unable to accept Art[icle] 6 of 
M. Izvolski’s draft ae it stands, since it would imply a recognition of the right of 
Eussia to apply to her trade with Afghanistan the system which Great Britain 
describes as one of “bounties.” 

Further, H[is] M[ajesty’B] G[overnm6nt] could not undertake to compel the 
Amir to establish a uniform customs tariff on the frontiers of Afghanistan as 
contemplated in the last Eussian article, since such action would constitute an 
interference with the internal administration of that country in violation of the 
present agreement. 

I am of opinion that these two articles should be remodelled in the wider terms 
adopted in Art[iele] 5 of the counter-draft, which are to a great extent those of 
the draft instructions furnished to Y[our] B[xcellency] and communicated by you 
to M. Izvolski on Feb[ruary] 23 last as reported in your deBp[atch] No. 104 of that 
date.(^) 

H[iB] M[ajeBty’s] G[overnment] consider that this agreement, together with 
those relating to Persia and Thibet, should now be concluded without prolonged 
delay, and they are of opinion that, in view of the care which has been taken 
throughout to consider the susceptibilities of the Amir and, by the wording of 
Art[icles] 4 and 5 of the counter-draft, to avoid committing him defirtitely, there 
is no necessity to obtain his acceptance of the provisions of this instrument before 
proceeding to its signature, a formality the accomplishment of which would entail 
a very considerable delay. 

As matters now stand, it is hoped that, if the agreement is concluded in the 
proposed form, the Amir will recognise, when it is communicated to him, that 
the position of Afghanistan is secured and strengthened from outside interference 
and that, as regards internal administration, every consideration for him has been 
shown by making any changes dependent on his consent. 

I am, &c. 

E. OBEY. (*) 


(*) [v. supn, pp. 625-6, No. 4'72.] 
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Enclosure in No. 481. 

Draft Convention between Great Britain and Russia relating to Afghanistan 

{Counterdraft). 

The High Contracting Parties, in order to assure the perfect security of their 
respective frontiers in Central Asia and to maintain there a solid and lasting peace, 
have agreed as follows : — 

Article I. 

The Eussian Government recognize Afghanistan as outside the sphere of 
Eussia,n influence and engage that all their political relations with Afghanistan shall 
be conducted through the intermediary of His Majesty’s Government. 

Aetiole II. 

The British Government, having recorded in the Treaty signed at Kabul on 
March 21, 1905, (’’) that they recognize the sovereignty of the Amir and that 
they have no desire to interfere in the internal government of his territories, Great 
Britain engages not to annex any portion of Afghanistan or to interfere in the 
internal administration of the country provided that the Ameer fulfils the engagements 
already contracted towards H[is] M[ajeBty’s] G[overnment] under the above- 
mentioned Treaty. Great Britain further undertakes to exercise her influence in 
Afghanistan only in a pacific sense towards Eussia and will not herself take in 
Afghanistan or encourage Afghanistan to take any measures which may be 
considered as threatening the Eussian frontier. On the other hand, the Eussian 
Government undertake not to annex any part of Afghanistan, nor to take any 
measures either involving interference with the internal government of the territories 
of the Amir or such as may be considered as threatening the Afghan frontier and 
calculated to provoke retaliatory measures. It is understood that the British and 
Eussian Governments maintain the right to carry out such railway projects as may 
seem desirable to them within their own frontiers. 

Ahtiolb III. 

Eussia engages not to send any agents into Afghanistan. If in the future the 
development of commerce clearly shows the utility of commercial agents, the two 
Governments will agree as to what measures should be taken in this sense. 

Aetiole IV. 

The Eussian and Afghan authorities specially designated for the purpose may, 
with the consent of the Amir which Hie Majesty’s Government will endeavour to 
obtain, establish direct relations with each other for the settlement of local questions 
of a non-political character. 

Aetiole V. 

The Governments of Great Britain and Eussia a£S.rm their adherence to the 
principles of the “open door’’ and of equality of commercial opportunity and with 
a view to the same facilities being accorded to Eussian trade and traders in 
Afghanistan as British and British Indian traders now, or may in the future, enjoy 
in the territory of the Amir, H[i8] M[ajesty’6] 6ov[6rnmen]t will undertake to 
exercise their influence to secure the reciprocal observance of these principles in 
Afghanistan. 

(») [Printed in A. & P. (1906), LVXI, (C'd. 2584), p. 469.] 
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No. 482. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 233.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 12, 1907. 

With reference to my telegram No. 78 of yesterday, (^) relative to the proposed 
agreement between Great Britain and Eussia respecting Afghanistan, I transmit to 
Your Excellency herewith a draft Convention (^) in which have been inserted the 
further modifications now agreed upon in consultation with the India Office. (^) 

I have to request Your Excellency to communicate this paper to the Eussian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and to express the hope that the amended draft may 
prove acceptable to his Government 

In making this communication to Monsieur Izvolski Your Excellency should add, 
with reference to Article 3 of the draft (previously Article 4), that His Majesty’s 
Government hope to learn as soon as this d[ra]ft agreement has been accepted the 
points on the frontier to which it is proposed to appoint the Eussian officials to be 
designated for the purpose of settling local and non-political questions with Afghan 
officials. 

It is necessary that H[iB] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] should have this information 
as soon as possible so as to enable them to make the necessary comm[unieatio]n to 
the Ameer without delay. 

I am, &c, 

E. GEEY. 

(^) [Tel. No. 78 to Sir A, Nicolson of June 10, 1907, gave “ further amendments for insertion 
in the British counter-draft ” after consultation with the India Office, v. infra, Ed. note.] 

(2) [-u. infra, pp. 541-4, No. 483, column 2.] 

(^) [u. infra, Ed. note.'] 


[ED. NOTE . — The following minute by Sir C. Hardinge shows the methods by which the 
final British counter-draft was evolved. 

F.O. 371/820. Foreign Office, June 7, 1907. 

The accompanying amended counterdraft containing the alterations proposed by the 
Political Committee of the India Office was given to me yesterday by Mr. Ritchie who informed 
me that the plan proposed is that Sir E. Grey, after considering the proposed changes, should 
decide with Mr. Morley as to their acceptance or further modification. 

Art, II. The amendments in the first sentence are, in my opinion, an improvement on the 

former text. 

The omission of the words “which may be considered as” is also of advantage since it 
removes all ambiguity as to the nature of the measures to be avoided. ' / 

I recommend the omission of the last words of the amended article “ or threatening 
Afghan frontier.” I have had one interview with C[oun]t Benckendorfi and two interviews with 
M. Poklewsky, who both declared that such a limitation of the action of Russia within her own 
frontiers was quite inadmissible and would never be accepted by the Russian Gov[emmen]t. 
They argued that no restriction is placed on the action of the Gov[ernmen]t of India within 
the Indian frontier, nor on the action of the Ameer within the Afghan frontiers, all that they 
ask being that our influence in Afghanistan should be of a pacific character, that we should take 
no military measures in Afghanistan and that we should not encourage the Afghans to threaten 
the Russian frontier. I put a concrete case to them of the eventuality of the Afghans building 

a fort close to the Russian frontier and asked whether this would entail an obligation on our 

part to prevent it. The reply was in the negative provided that we did not encourage or help 
the Afghans to build the fort. To sum up, according to the Russian view, England, Russia 
and Afghanistan are to be free to take such action as they may choose within their respective 
frontiers, but that England is to engage to pursue a pacific policy in Afghanisten and neither 
to take in Afghanistan nor encourage Ameer to take any measures threatening the Russian 
frontier. It seems to me that the liberty of action of Afghanistan within her own frontiers and 
the withdrawal of any responsibility on our part for such action as the Ameer may take are 
well worth the omission of the last few words of the artiole which would be very difficult of 
interpretation. Thus, would the construction of a Russian railway to Termez, or the reinforcement 
of the garrison at Tashkend be regarded as a menace to the iighan frontier? Or what is the 
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limit of that which constitutes a threat and that which does not? The retention of these words 
would, I am convinced, provide endless causes of friction and misunderstanding with the Eussian 
Gov[ernmen]t in the future. 

Article III. The clause about commercial Agents ivS inserted at the end of Art[icle] V which 
deals with commercial matters. This clause, according to M. Isvolsky, is inserted to save the face 
of the Russians. 

Article IV. “ When the consent of the Ameer shall have been obtained ” 

I wish to point out that this phraseology entails no obligation upon us to endeavour to 
obtain the Ameer’s consent and in his dGsp[at 0 h] No. 260, (^) herewith annexed, Sir A. Nicolson 
points out that the Russian Gov[ernmen]t will expect from us in the treatment of this question 
“ something more than an attitude of benevolent neutrality.” Sir A. Nicolson adds : ” Indeed 
it would, I submit, be advisable that some steps should be promised on our part in order to 
exclude the possibility of the Russian Gov[prnTnen]t endeavouring, in case of our refusing to 
actively interest ourselves in the matter, to seek some other methods of attaining the ends 
which they desire.” This argument is very convincing and I venture to think that our wording 
” with the consent of the Ameer, which Hfis] M[ajesty’s] Gov[emmen]t will endeavour to 
obtain ” is the best and the most likely formula to be accepted by the Russians. It is true that 
it involves action on our part with the Ameer, but as L[or]d Lansdowne adnaitted in principle 
that direct relations on the frontier should be allowed under certain conditions it was inevitable 
that any real arrangements would have to be communicated by us to the Ameer, and we can 
hardly with reason claim to have sole control of the foreign relations of Afghanistan if we fail 
to put before the Ameer, and to endeavour to obtain his consent to, arrangements which have 
been agreed upon between the British and Russian Govfemmen]ts. 

Article V. agree that any facilities shall be equally enjoyed ” 

It is of no use the British and Russian Govfernmen]ts agreeing as to what ” shall ” be done 
in Afghanistan if nothing is done to see that their wishes are realised. The Russians are 
precluded from doing anything so it is obvious that we shall be expected to see that the agreement 
does not remain a dead letter. I therefore think that we should add after the words “ Russian 
traders ” the following sentence : “ H[is] Mfajesty’s] Government further undertake to exercise 
their influence to secure the reciprocal obsorvancr of these principles in Afghanistan.” Otherwise 
the article would be valueless to the Russians and would look like an evasion of our responsibilities. 

The rest of Artpcle] V seems all right. . . . 

0, H.] 


(^) fu. supra, pp. 53B~5, No. 478.] 


No. 483. 


Anglo-Riissian Coiwention respecting Afghanistan, 

F.O. 371/320. 

[ED, NOTB.— The following table shows the Russian and British drafts of May 15 and June 17 
respectively and the text as finally determined. The use of italics indicates identity with the 
final text. The British draft sent to Sir A. Nicolson on May 2(1 (i;. supm, pp. 537-9, No. 481 and 
end.) wa.s nob communicated to M. Isvolski and is therefore not entered on this table.] 


BxTsaiAN Draft. 

(Handed to Sir A. Nicolson 
by M. lavolslci, May 15, 
1907.) 

Les JETautes Puissances 
contractantes, dans le but 
dlasmrtr en Aaie Centrale 
la sicnjbriti parfaite de leurs 
frontihres respectives et d*y 


British Counter-draft. 

(Handed to M. Isvolski by 
Sir A. Nicolson, June 17, 
1907.) 

The High Contracting 
Parties, in order to assure 
the perfect security of their 
respective frontiers in Central 
Asia, and to maintain there 


Final Text.(*) 

(Signed, August 31, 1907.) 


Les Hautes Parties Can- 
tractantes, en vue d'assurer 
la parfaite steurit^ sur les 
fronu^res respectives en 
Asie Centrale et le main- 


(^) [This “Convention ooncernant I’Afghanistan ” constitutes the second part of the Anglo- 
Russian Convention concluded on August 31, 1907, The text is printed from the British original 
text in the Foreign Office. It was sent home by Sir A. Nicolson in his despatch No. 445 of 
August 31, 1907, u. supra, p. 502, No. 456. The preamble to the treaty is also printed on that 
page. The whole treaty is reprinted for convenienoe of readers, infra, pp. 618-20, Appendix I.] 


See alHD 
M. iHvolsky’s 
Btatemont tha 
“ a passive 
attitude woul' 
be of no use t 
Russia '* and 
that “ Russia 
could only loc 
to U8 to arran 
with the AhiE 
matters to 
which referer 
had been 
made " 



542 


Eussian Draft. 

maintenir une jpaix soHde et 
durable, sont convenues de 
oe qui suit 

Article I. 

L’Afghanistan constituera 
un Etat - tampon (buffer 
state) entre les possessions 
respectives des deux Puis- 
sances contractantes. 


Article II. 

Le Gouvemement Imperial 
recoimait que V Afghanistan 
se trouve en dehors de la 
sphere d'influence russe et 
s* engage k user pour toutes 
ses relations politigues avec 
r Afghanistan de Vinter- 
midiaire du Gouvemement 
Eoyal. [See also Article IV.] 


Article III 


La' Grande Bretagne s' en- 
gage a n'annexer, ni occuper 
aucune parlie de V Afghani- 
stan ou de ses ddpendances 
et ^ 1 . ne pas intervenir dans 
les , affaires int^rieures du 
pRyS: 


British Counter-Draft. 

a solid and lasting peace, 
have agreed as follows : — 


Article I, 

The Russian Govemmervt 
recognize Afghanistan as 
outside the sphere of Russian 
influence, and engage that all 
their political relations with 
Afghanistan shall be con- 
ducted through the inter- 
mediary of His Majesty's 
Government ; they further 
undertake not to send any 
Agents into Afghanistan, 


Article IL 

The British Government 
having recorded in the Treaty 
signed at Kabul on the 
21s^ March, 1905, that they 
recognize the agreement and 
the engagements concluded 
uith the late Ameer Abdur 
Rahman, and that they have 
no desire to interfere in the 
internal government of his 
terriio7'ies, Great Britain 
engages not to annex or to 
occupy in contravention of 
that Treaty any portion of 
Afghanistan or to interfere 
in the internal administra- 
tion of the country, provided 
that the Aimer fulfils the 


Final Text. 

tien dans ces regions d’une 
paix solide et durable, ont 
coiiclu la convention sui- 
vante : 

Article I. 

Le Gouvemement de Sa 
Majesty Britaunique declare 
qu’il n’a pas Tintention de 
changer T^tat politique de 
TAfghanistan. 

Le Gouvemement de Sa 
Majestd Britaunique s'en- 
gage en outre k exercer son 
influence en Afghanistan 
seulement dans un sens 
pacifique et il ne prendra 
pas lui mSme en Afghani- 
stan et n'encouragera pas 
TAfghanistan k prendre des 
mesures mehaqant la Eussie. 

De son c6td,le Gouverne- 
ment Imperial de Eussie 
declare qu’il reconnatt 
TAfghanistan comma se 
trouvant en dehors de la 
sphere de Finfluence russe, 
et il s’engage k se servir 
pour toutes ses relations 
politiquesavecrAfghanistan 
de I’intermddiaire du Gou- 
vernement de Sa Majesty 
Britaunique ; il s’engage 
aussi k n’envoyer aucuna 
Agents en Afghanistan. 

Article IL 

Le Gouvemement de Sa 
Majestd Britannique ayant 
dfolar^ dans le trait6 sign6 
k Kaboul le 21 Mars 1905 
qu’il reconnait Tarrange- 
ment et les engagements 
conclus avec le ddfunt Emir 
Abdur Kahmaii et qu’il n’a 
aucuneintention cle s’ing^rer 
dans I’administration int6- 
rieure du territbire Afghan, 
la Grande Bretagne s’engage 
k ne pas annexer on occuper, 
contrairement au dit traitd, 
une partie quelconque de 
TAfghanistan, ni k slng^rer 
dans Tadministration , in- 
tfirieure^ de ce . pay^, sous 
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Russian Draft. 


Le Grouvernement de Sa 
Majeste Britanniquen’exer- 
cera son influence en 
Afghanistan que dans un 
int^ret pacifique et ne 
prendra lui-mSme, ni n'en- 
couragera I'Afghanistan k 
prendre des mesures mili- 
taires qui pourraient Stre 
consid6r4es comine une 
menace pour la frontiers 
russe. 


Article IV. 

La Eussie s'engage k ne 
pas envoyer d’agents en 
Afghanistan. Si, toutefois, 
dans Tavenir, le d^veloppe- 
ment du commerce russe 
avec TAfghanistan d^mon- 
trait Tutilit^ ^vidente 
d'agents commerciaux dans 
ce pays, le Gouvernement 
Imperial entrerait k cet 
effet dans un ^change de 
vues avec le Gouvernement 
Royal. 


Article V. 

Le$ avtoriUs des provinces 
frontiferes, TMSSes et afghanen, 
dhignes d cet 
effet, pourront 4tablir entre 
elles des relations directes 
ponr le rfeglement des ques^ 
tions, locales n’ ay ant pas de 
caractfere politique. 


British Counter-Draft. 

engagements already con- 
tracted tov)ards His Majesty's 
Government under the above- 
mentioned Treaty. Great 
Britain further undertakes 
to exercise her influence 
in Afghanistan only in 
a pacific sense towards 
Russia, and will not her- 
self take in Afghanistan, 
or encourage Afghanistan to 
take, any measures threaten- 
ing the Russian frontier. 
On the other hand, the 
Russian Government under- 
take not to annex or to 
occupy any part of Afghani- 
stan, nor to take any 
measures involving inter- 
ference with the internal 
government of the territories 
of the Ameer, 


[See Article IV onp. 544.] 


Article III. 

The Russian and Afghan 
authorities on the frontier 
specially designated for the 
purpose may, when the con- 
sent of the Ameer shall have 
been obtained by H[is] 
M[aj esty's] Gov[ernmen]t 
and communicated to the 
Russian Gov[evnmen]t by 
them, estahli^ direct rela-- 
tions with each other for the 
settlement of local questions 
of a nonpolitical character. 


Final Text. 

reserve que TEmir remplira 
les engagements d^jci con- 
tractus par lui k Tigard du 
Gouvernement de Sa Ma- 
jesty Britannique en vertu 
du traits susmentionne. 


[See Article IV on p. 544.] 


Article III. 

Les autorit(Ss Russes et 
Afghanes, sp4cialement d^- 
sign4es k cet effet, sur la 
frontifere ou dans les pro- 
vinces fronti^^res, pourront 
6tablir des relations directes 
r^ciproques pour rigler les 
questions locales d'un carac- 
t^re non politique. 
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KuSSIAN DliAFT. 

Article VI. 

Le Grouvernement Im- 
perial declare qu’il n'appli- 
que pas actuellement et 
s'engage k ne pas appliquer 
a Tavenir au commerce 
russe avec TAfghanistan de 
mesures de faveur sp^ciales 
autres que celles qui sont 
ou qai pourraient ebre prises 
d’une maniere gt5n^rale par 
rapport k toute exportation 
russe dans quelque pays que 
cela soit. 

Article VII. 

Le commerce, les n6go- 
ciants et les snjets russes 
seront places dans T Afghani- 
stan, tant au point de vue 
des droits de douane, que 
des taxes int^rieures et sous 
tons les autres rapports, sur 
le m&me pied et profiteront 
des mSmes facilit^s dont le 
commerce, les n4gociants et 
les sujets anglais et anglo- 
indiens jouissent actuelle- 
ment dans ce pays ou qui 
pourraient leur ^tre ac- 
cord6es dans Tavenir. II 
est entendu qu’un regime 
douanier uniforme sera 
^tabli sur toute la frontifere 
afghane. 


British Counter-draft. 


Article IV. 

The Governments of Great 
Britain and Russia affirni 
their adherence to the 
principle of equality of com- 
mercial opportunity, and 
agree that any facilities 
which may have leen^ or shall 
he hereafter obtained for 
British and British-Indian 
traders, shall he equally en- 
joyed hy Russian traders. 
Should the progress of com- 
merce estahiish the necessity 
for commercial agents, the 
two G-ov\ernmen'\ts will agree 
as to what measiores shall he 
taken, due regard being had 
to the Ameer's sovereign 
powers. 


Final Text. 


Article IV. 

Les Gouvernements de 
la Grande Bretagne et de 
Eussie d^clarent recon- 
naitre, par rapport k 
TAfghanistan, le principe de 
r^galite de traitement pour 
ce qui concerne le commerce 
et conviennent que toutes 
les facilib(5s qui ont ou 
seront acquises k Tavenir 
au commerce et aux com- 
merqants anglais et anglo- 
indiens seront dgalement 
appliqu^es au commerce et 
aux commer 9 ants russes. 
Si le d^veloppement du 
commerce vient k d^montrer 
la n^cessit^ d'agents cqm^ 
merciaux, les deux Gnu- 
vernements s'entendront sur 
les mesures k prendre, eu 
4gard bien entendu aux 
droits souverains de TJEmir. 

Article V. 

Les pri^sents arrange- 
ments n'entreront en 
vigueur qu'ii partir du mo- 
ment oi le Gouverneraent 
Britannique aura notifi^ au 
Gouvernement de Eussie le 
consentement de FEmir aux 
termes ci-dessua stipules. 
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No. 484. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 371/320. 

(No. 326.) St. Petershirgh, D. June 17, 1907. 

Sir, E. June 24, 1907. 

I handed to M. Isvolsky to-day a copy of the counter-draft of a Draft Convention 
between Great Britain and Eussia relating to Afghanistan which was forwarded to 
me in your despatch No. 233 of the 12th instant, (') and I have the honour to transmil 
a copy of a private letter which I addressed to His Excellency giving certain 
explanations. 

I told M. Isvolsky that I trusted and believed that he would find that, although 
the form of the Convention had been recast, the desiderata of the Eussian Government 
had been met, and I wished to impress on him the earnest desire of my Government 
that no time should now be lost in terminating all our Conventions. 

I pointed out to His Excellency that we had deleted his article I. The expression 
“Buffer state,” though perhaps a useful term to employ in conversation, was hardly 
one to be used in a solemn Convention, and that moreover it was ambiguous and 
subject to different interpretations. As to Article II, I wished to explain to him that 
we had several points of importance to consider. In the first place there were 
the susceptibilities of the Ameer, which we had to take seriously into account; and 
there was also the observance by him of his engagements towards us, a matter of 
great importance to the peace and security on our frontier. A loosely worded article 
binding Great Britain not to interfere in the affairs of Afghanistan might, I would 
tell him frankly, lead to the interpretation that under no circumstances were we 
to take any step to ensure the observance of Treaty stipulations. He would understand 
that we must exercise care on this point, and we had therefore recited the fact 
of our Treaty engagements, and had also inserted a proviso. We were practically 
following the course taken in the case of the Thibetan Convention. I would further 
observe that the engagement not to occupy or annex any portions of Afghanistan must 
be a bilateral one. This doubtless required no explanations, as it was self-evident. 
With regard to Article III it was clear that we could not bind the Ameer without his 
consent, and we were therefore obliged to insert a reservation in that sense. If the 
Article were accepted as it stood we should be ready to sign the Convention without 
awaiting the consent of the Ameer which would entail considerable delay : but that 
it would be desirable that we shotild be informed as to the exact points on the frontier 
where the Eussian Government proposed to place their officers. 

With respect to commercial matters, I would tell him frankly that the system of 
the levy of duties seemed to be a little haphazard, and our information as regards the 
duties was not so precise as could be wished. I gave him, for his private guidance, 
certain information which I had received which would show him that the duties on 
British Indian trade varied greatly, and indeed in some instances rose as high as 
60%. We had never discussed these matters seriously with the Ameer, and we 
always regarded them as affecting his internal administration in which we had no 
desire to interfere. In the circumstances it was only possible to draw up an A^rtic'e 
dealing with commercial facilities in general terms, and he would see that oor 
proposed Article IV affirmed the principle to which both Governments attached 
importance,' and afforded, I thought, all reasonable satisfaction to the wishes of the 
Eussian Government. 

M. levolsky said that he must carefully study the project; and on my pressing 
him to allow no delay to elapse, he stated that I could rely on him to do his best, but 
that he would have to consult with the others, presumably meaning the General Staff 
and the Ministers of Commerce and Finance. I observed that this need take no 
time, as we had made no substantial changes in our counter draft, and that our 
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(') [tt. supra,, p. 640, No. 482,] 
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proposals chiefly related to rearrangement and drafting. M. Isvolsky said that he 
did not deny that we had preserved the “ grandes lignes,” but that the whole 
‘'economie'’ of the project had been altered, and he feared that some time must, 
elapse before he could come to an agreement with the others who were interested. In 
short His Excellency was distinctly not encouraging as to the period which would 
elapse before I received a reply. It is possible that when he has examined the matter 
more closely he may see that it is not so complicated as a first hasty perusal might 
have led him to imagine. I think that Article II gave him cause for reflection. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 484. 

Sir A- Nicokon to M. Isvolski. 

Mon cher Ministre, Saint-PStershourg, 4/17 Juin, 1907. 

En vous eommuniquant le texte d’un Centre Projet d'une Convention au sujet 
de rxifghanistan, je me permets de Taccompagner k titre priv4 et confidentiel, de 
quelques explications. 

Nous acceptons le prfiambule tel qu^il a 4t4 r4dig4 dans votre projet ; mais nous 
proposons d’exelure votre Article I car Texpression “Etat tampon” (buflFer state) 
comporte quelque ambiguity, qu’il serait mieux d'6carter. Nous acceptons. votre 
Article 11 en y ajoutant la premi&re phrase de votre Article IV, Vous trouverez la 
seconds phrase de votre Article IV avec une petite modification, intercalSe dans notre 
Article IV ou elle serait plus a propos. 

En ce qui concerne votre Article HI (notre Article II) nous proposons quelques 
amplifications ainsi que quelques modifications de rSdaction, dans le but d’en rendre le 
sens plus clair et precis. Comme lea frontiSres d'Afghanistan sont bien connues :l 
serait mieux d’exclure le mot vague dependances ” ; et nous desirous fairs mention, 
comme il a 4te fait dans notre Convention concernant le Tibet, des TraitSs ou 
Conventions que nous avons conclus avec lAmir. Au lieu “d’affaires intSrieures ” 
nous pr4f4rons Texpression plus precise de “ I administration int4rieure,” Nous 
sommos auasi d’avis, et k ceci, je n’en doute pas, vous n^y verrez aucune objection, que 
I’engagement devrait 4tre bilateral. Je pense que cela va de soi, mais il serait bien 
de le pr4ciser. Au lieu des mots “ des mesures qui pourraient 4tre consid4r4es comme 
une menace” nous pref4rons les mots “measures threatening.” 

Quant a votre Article IV (notre article III) il est clair que les provisions de cet 
article ne peuvent etre mises en execution qu’avec le consentement de TAmir; et nous 
y avons intercal4 une reserve a cet effet. Je suis autoris^ k prier le Gouvernement 
Imperial une fois qu’un accord est realist, de vonloir bien me faire.savoir les points 
sur la frontiere ou il propose de placer les autorit^s Busses en question. Je serais 
heureux d’en etre inform^ aussitSt que faire se pourra afin que mon Gouvernement 
pourrait commimiquer sans d41ai k ee sujet. avec lAmir. 

Nous Bommes pr^ts k exclure votre Article VI, et nous avons remaniS votre 
Article VII (notre Article TV) de fa^on a le rendre plus comprShensif, Vous y 
verrez une modification, a mon avis une excellente modification, de redaction. Au 
lieu du “ Gouvernement Imperial entrerait dans un ^change de vues nous proposons 
“the two Governments will agree as to what measures should be taken in this 
sense.” ... 

J'aime k croiro que notre contre projet sera acceptable au Gouvernement 
Imperial, et je serai heureux de voir realiser mon voeu sans trop de d^lai, ear il est 
ties a dSsirer de completer aussit&t que possible nos Conventions conCSrnant 
lAfghanistan, la Perse et le Tibet. . 

Vetiillez, &c. - ^ 

A, NICOLSON, 
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MINUTE. 

Sir A. Nicolson explained our views well. 


C. H. 
E. G. 


No. 485. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 371/320. 

'No. 343.) St. Petershurgh, D. June 25, 1907. 

Sir, E. July 2, 1907. 

M. Isvolsky, in referring to Article III of the Draft Convention regarding 
Afghanistan, enquired of me what guarantee the Eussian Government would possess 
that the Ameer would consent to Eussian and Afghan frontier officials settling local 
questions of a non-political character. Supposing the Ameer were to refuse, what 
then? I told His Excellency that we would do our best to secure the consent of 
the Ameer, but it was clear that we could not tie his hands before he had been 
consulted. I trusted that the Ameer, when he had knowledge of the whole 
Convention, would be disposed to agree to the procedure which had been proposed. 
M. Isvolsky observed that perhaps the Eussian Government might make a 
reservation in order to meet the possibility of a refusal on the part of the Ameer. 
He did not quite know what officers would be appointed or the localities where they 
would be placed. I said that the Eussian Government could select the officers who 
were to be specifically designated for the purpose, and that I had already requested 
the Eussian Government to indicate the localities in question. M. Isvolsky said 
that the Governor-General of Turkestan would have to be consulted. I remarked 
that this would take some time ; to which he assented, and murmured something 
which I could not clearly catch as to the desirability of holding over certain points 
to be arranged subject to the signing of the Conventions. 

It will be well to await the written reply of the Eussian Government to the last 
proposals which I submitted to him; but I presume that His Majesty’s Government 
would raise no objection to the consideration of Article HI being deferred. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 486. 

Sir A. Nieolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 371/320. 

(No. 358.) St. Petershurgh, D. July 3, 1907. 

Sir, E. July 8, 1907. 

M. Isvolsky told me this afternoon that he was not yet in a position to ^ve 
me the reply of the Eussian Government to our Draft Convention regarding 
Afghanistan, and he doubted if he would be able to do so for 8 or 10 days. I 
expressed my surprise at this notification as I had expected to receive a reply this 
day and I did not understand what difficulties could exist in the way of accepting 
our proposals. It was true that we had eliminated one or two unimportant artioles 
of his draft project, that we had rearranged otibers, and interpolated a very neoeasairy 
mention of the Treaties with the late Ameer. Surely, I said, this could give rise 
to no len^hy consideration, as aU the principal points of his project had been 
preserved in their entirety. His Excellency said tliat the elinoiiiatiota of the Articles 
gave no cause for any objection, nor the reerrangemen.t ^ some others, nor indeed, 
[16942] 2 H 2 
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the mentian of the Ameer’s engagements : but there were other points which required 
close examination. I enquired what they were. He said that he could not 
enumerate them off hand as he had not his papers by him. I pressed him to give 
me at least some indication of their nature. After a little time M. Isvolsky said 
he would instance the clause as to both parties engaging not to occupy nor to annex 
any portion of Afghanistan. As regards Eussia this was an unconditional 
prohibition, but as regards Great Britain their engagement not to take measures 
was dependent on the Ameer fulfilling his Treaty obligations. What was Eussia to 
do if the Ameer attacked her? I replied that I presumed that Eussia would in that 
case defend herself, and as regards the condition laid down by Great Britain it 
was a very necessary condition; otherwise the present or some subsequent Ameer 
might imagine that he could violate his engagements with impunity. I could not 
see that any serious objections could be raised to the wording of that article. 

M. Isvolsky then said that the Article regarding the relations between the 
Eussian and Afghan frontier officials required to be carefully revised. In the first 
place we referred to “authorities on the frontier” while the Eussian Government 
had mentioned “the authorities of the frontier provinces.” The former might be 
only subordinate officers, and not competent to discharge the duties foreshadowed. 
I told him that here I thought he had forgotten the additional words, “specially 
designated for the purpose,” and this phrase would enable the Eussian Government 
to appoint special officers of a suitable rank. We had requested that they should 
notify to us the localities at which they would place such officers, so that we might 
communicate with the Ameer. His Excellency observed that there was a further 
question connected with this article, and which indeed applied to other portions of 
the Convention. We had made all the engagements by which Eussia might benefit, 
such as the frontier relations and trade, dependent on the consent of the Ameer, 
while all the obligations which Eussia took upon herself were to become operative 
immediately the Convention was signed. It amounted, therefore, that a personage 
who was not a contracting party, with whom Eussia was not to treat directly, and 
over whose foreign relations Great Britain assumed control, could by a simple refusal 
render nugatory the stipulations of a Convention, in so far as they benefited Eussia. 
This was a very one-sided arrangement and it appeared to him to be a strange and 
inconvenient situation, and one with which it was difficult to deal. The whole 
“appareil” was very “complique.” 

I told His Excellency that he seemed to be embarking on rather a large 
question if he wished to discuss British control over the foreign relations of the 
Ameer. I did not deny that perhaps this “appareil” was complicated, but it 
had worked very well for a number of years. In any case it was clear that we 
could not bind the Ameer or lay upon him obligations without consulting with him 
and obtaining his consent, and that consent I did not doubt that we should do our 
best to obtain. There was only one alternative and that would have been to have 
postponed signing the Convention until negotiations with the ’ Ameer had been 
concluded, and this would have entailed much delay which neither he nor my 
Government desired. It was, therefore, clear that we had to insert a reservation 
as to the consent of the Ameer being requisite. I told His Excellency that if all 
these questions were to be threshed out once more, much time would elapse, and 
I really could not see the necessity of doing so. I would however wait for his 
written communication as we were merely discussing matters conversationally. 
M. Isvolsky said he was only making observations in a purely unofficial manner 
and the question then dropped. I should add that he hinted that perhaps a clause 
could be inserted stating that the Convention would not come into force until the 
Ameer had consented to the stipulations regarding frontier relations and trade. 

I was, I confess, surprised at the general tone of M. Isvolsky’s remarks, as 
they not only seemed to indicate a desire to place Eussia on exactly the same footing 
as ourselves in respect to Afghanistan, but they were also in contradiction with an 
observation which he had made a day or two ago to me that the amendments which 
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the Russian Government would propose to our Draft Convention were merely small 
points of drafting. We must of course await the official written reply, which may 
not be of the character of his verbal observations. 

M. Isvolsky repeated to me more than once his eager desire to speedily settle 
all the Conventions, but his language today, though always courteous and friendly, 
did not quite correspond with these admirable intentions. 

I have, &c. 

A. NTCOLSON. 


No. 487. 

Sir A. Nicolson io Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Peicrsburyh, July 8, 19U7. 
i’.O. 371/320. D. 10-20 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 124.) Confidential. R. 9 p.m. 

Afghanistan. 

Minis ter for Foreign Affairs is not yet in a position to communicate their replies, 
and cannot tell me when he will be. He hopes in a week, but I do not rely on this. 

I pressed him to tell me the difficulties. I gathered they will demur strongly 
to what he terms unconditional engagement on the part of Russia not to annex or 
occupy any portion of Afghardstan, and, after discussion, he gave me to understand 
they would probably wish to insert a saving clause — something to the effect that 
their engagement held good provided that no chaiige occurred in actual state of 
things in Afghanistan. If any such proposal is made, I presume it would be quite 
inadmissible, as it would open wide door to Russian intervention. 

In Article III I think that they will press for retention of their original wording 
“ authorities of the frontier provinces ” in preference to “ authorities on the frontier.” 

I told him that I did not see at all necessity of changing the wording as the 
questions with which frontier officials would have to deal would be trifling ones, such 
as robberies of sheep and horses, and such like matters, which frontier officials 
could settle. He did not agree, and I said that they consider questions to bo settled 
should be of a wider scope, which is, I imagine, precisely what we desire to avoid. 
He said that we apparently wished to restrict relations between Russian and Afghan 
officials within very narrow Umita, and I replied that certainly we did so intend. 
He repeated his former objections to making execution of Articles depend on consent 
of Ameer. He endeavoured to prove to me that we had shifted our oripnal 
ground, but this was easy to refute, and I explained that we had originally given 
Russian Government some bases on which we were prepared to negotiate, and that 
we had never deviated from the principles then laid down. In their counter project 
they had apparently wished that we should subscribe to engagements without consent 
of Ameer having been obtained, and this was manifestly impossible. I told him that 
our attitude had been logical and consistent throughout. 

Our conversation was quite friendly, and he assured me that he was most 
anxious to terminate negotiations, but that he had to discuss all Afghan matters 
once more with the General Staff, and I imagine that they are rocki ng difficulties. 
I was not at all satisfied with our conversation this afternoon, hut I report to you 
to let you know line on which they are apparently running.^ 

I am afraid that in the circumstances it will be quite impossible to finish the 
negotiations before Parliament rises, and Minister for Foreign Affairs said he feared 
they would take some time yet. 

[16942] 2 N B 
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MINUTE. 

This Afghan Conveutian is, I fear, likely to give trouble and may require some straight 
talking. 

The engagement to be taken by Russia “ not to annex or occupy any portion of Afghanistan ’* 
was dealt with in our tel[egram] of yesterday to Sir A. Nicolson,(^) and. the insertion which we 
now hear of as suggested by M. Isvnlsky would be quite inadmissible. 

I do not think we could reasonably admit in Art[icle] III the Russian wording “ authorities 
of the frontier provinces ” instead of “ authorities of the frontier ” although we are perfectly well 
aware that the “ authorities of the frontier provinces ” do correspond with the Russian provincial 
Authorities on the other side of the frontier. 

We have always been perfectly consistent in this matter and Lord Lansdowne in his d[ra]ft 
letter sent to C[oun]t BenckendorfE on Peb[ruary] 17, 1905, (^) alluded to “ the interchange 
of communications between the Russian and Afghan frontier officials on non-political questions of a 
local character,” as the words used by C[oun]t Benckendorff to define the change which the 
Russian Grov[ernmen]t wished to obtain in their relations with Afghanistan. Unfortunately this 
letter was only sent to 0[oun]t Benckendorff in d[ra]ft form, so we cannot assume that in the 
absence of a denial, the words hold good as being the. view of the Russian G-ov[ernmen]t at that 
time. Still they represent what Lord Lansdowne understood C[oun]t Benckendorfi to state to 
him and consequently are of importance. As a matter of fact I find no previous mention of 
” authorities on the frontier,” but in April 1903 L[or]d Lansdowne suggested to the I[ndia] 
0[ffice] ” That communications between Russian and Afghan local officials on either side of the 

frontier should be permitted etc ”(^) The difference between this wording and that of 

the Russian text ” authorities of the frontier provinces ” is not at all clearly defined. 

G. H. 

E G' 

* [July 9, 1907.] 

(^) [This refers to the telegram to which the present minute is attached ] 

(®i [u. supra, pp. 520-1, No. 466 (al.] 

(®) [u. supra, p. 516, No. 465.] 


No. 488. 

Sir Edward Grei/ io Sir A. Nicolson. 

P.O. 371/320. 

Tel. (No. 103.) Foreign Office, July 8, 1907. 

Your tel[egram] No. 119. 

AfghauiBtau. 

Point no. 1. 

You should explain to M. Isvolsky that the real objection to giving an 
unconditional pledge not to annex nor occupy Afghan territory is that this would 
modify our locus standi with the Ameer which at present rests on the Treaty 
contracted with him and that although we should be most unwilling to annex to 
occupy Afghan territory the fear that we may do so is the chief incentive to the 
Ameer to observe his Treaty obligations towards us. It also serves as a means of 
exerting pressure upon the Ameer in the event of a dispute between him and the 
Russian Gov[ernmen]t. 

Point no. 2. 

It is perfectly true that we are unable to compel the Ameer to accept obligations 
which may be distasteful to him excejjt by exerting pressure hpon him. 
Consequently it is preferable to obtain in the first place his voluntaiy consent, and 
the admission in the agreement that such consent is necessary is more likely to 
produce the desired result than if no mention of it at all were made. Further the 
omission of the qualifying clause would make it necessary for us to defer signing 
the agreement till the Ameer’s .consent to the proposed arrangement for direct 
communications had been received. 
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No. 489. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/320. Foreign Office, July 10, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 104.) D. 3-60 p.m. 

Afghanistan. 

Your tel[egram] No. 124. (^) 

Your language approved. 

The “saving clause” which you understood M. Isvolsky to say the Eussian 
Gov[ernmen]t would probably wish to insert would be quite inadmissible for the 
reason you mention. 

You should inform M. Isvolsky that we must insist on the maintenance in 
Art[icle] III of the wording “authorities on the frontier specially designated for 
the purpose” as being practically the same as that used by 0[oun]t BenckendorfE 
to L[or]d Lansdowne on Feb[ruary] 17, 1905 when stating the change which the 
Russian Gov[ernmen]t desired in the status quo on the Afghan frontier, and you 
may express the hope that no further difidculty will be raised on this point. 

Even with this wording the door is opened to intervention by Russian of&oials 
in the affairs of Afghanistan and we have to rely upon the good faith of Russian 
authorities to see that the provision is not improperly used. The Eussian 
Gov[ernmen]t must also rely upon our good faith to use all our influence to secure 
a friendly attitude towards Russia and equal facilities for Eussian trade on the part 
of the Ameer, and our mention of the Ameer’s consent is due to our desire and 
intention to preserve hie internal independence, which is also what the Russian 
Gov[ernmen]t wish us to do. As to our engagement not to annex or occupy being 
conditional we must preserve our right to bring pressure to bear on the Ameer in 
the event of intolerable provocation on his part. We do not anticipate such a 
contingency; the Russian Gov[ernmen]t must trust us not to make use of force 
except in last resort, and under no circumstances to use our influence in a manner 
hostile to Russia. If we did so, the whole agreement would come to an end, but 
we cannot tie our hands further than is proposed. 

(') [v. supra, p. 549, No. 487.] 


No. 490. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, July 18, 1907. 

F.O. 371/320. D. 8-22 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 126.) B. 11 P.M. 

Afghanistan. 

I had a long conversation with Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon, (^) 
which he initiated on subject of draft Convention. Their reply is evidently nearly 
prepared, as he consulted a document during conversation, though I doubt if I shall 
receive it for a few days. 

(1) [A fuller account of this interview was given by Sir A. Nicolson in his despatch No. 876 
of July 14, 1907. In this despatch Sir A. Nicolson stated that he had sujjgCsted privately to 
M. Isvolshi ‘ ' that, if he agreed with me, I thought that before I received his proposals formerly 
in writing I had better run over to London to consult with you.” On the 14th M. Isvolski 
said he thought this desirable, and would give Sir A. Nicolson hie view in writing before h6_ left. 
These views are expressed in the jnemorandum enclosed in the suepee^if® dhopment. Sir A. 
Nicolson accordingly virited liWcdon, returning to St. Petersburgh early ip August.] 
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He said that Eussian Government would probably agree to eliminate their 
Article I as to buffer State, but would probably suggest some clause in preamble 
as to both Governments recognizing integrity and independence of Afghanistan. 
I let that observation pass by, as it will be as well to await their proposal in writing. 
He then dwelt at length as to the necessity of modifying our proposal that Eussia 
should unconditionally agi'ee not to annex any part of Afghanistan. 

I told him I felt sure my Government would not be disposed to accept any 
condition. As unprovoked aggression on the part of the Ameer on the Eussian 
frontier was inconceivable, and I inquired what condition did he suggest, and to 
meet what eventuality. lie said a disturbance of the status quo. I inquired if he 
meant that if, on the death of the Ameer, disorders were to break out, Eussia should 
have a right to intervene, for in that case we could not admit that Eussia should 
be placed on equal footing with us, and have a door open to intervene. He said 
this was not the preoccupation of the Eussian Government. They wished to 
anticipate an annexation or occupation by us of Afghanistan, which would change 
existing situation. 

I will send full report by messenger of arguments employed on both sides: 
result was that I think they will suggest addition to Eussian undertaking of a 
clause, “provided that no change occurs in existing political situation,’’ or words 
to that effect. I told him my Government would, I thought, have very serious 
objections to such a saving clause, and he said that Eussian Government would 
have to^ insist on some such clause. I anticipate great difficulty on this point, but 
I let him see we attached very great importance to our wording; as to frontier 
relations, we practically went over old ground and made no headway. ITe 
understood that we had to insert clause as to necessity of obtaining consent of 
Ameer, but said he would have to propose some additional Article as to Convention 
entering into force when consent of Ameer was obtained. 

I told him I had no desire to press him, but I might indicate that before end 
of August Cabinet would disperse for summer vacation, and it would be well if T 
could receive hie reply before long. He said he trusted to let me have it in a 
few days. 

(Confidential.) 

He was a little excited to-day though, of course, friendly, and T think the 
General Staff are insisting strenuously on his maintaining his objections. 


No. 491. 


Sir A. Nicolsov, to Sir Edward Grey. 


St. Petershurgh, D. July 19, 1907. 

, . . E. July 23, 1907. 

honour to transmit herewith copy of a memorandum which 
M. Isvolsky has given me privately and which embodies in an unofficial form the 
views and desiderata of the Eussian Government in regard to the counterdraft 
presented by His Majesty’s Government concerning the Convention to be concluded 
in respect to Afghanistan. (^) 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


F.O.- 371/320. 
(No. 386.) 

Sir, 

I have the 


(0 [This refers to the draft handed to M. Iswlski on June 17, v. supra, pp 541-4 No m 

column 2.] x- rr > * * 
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Enclosure in No. 491. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Isoolski to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Les contre-propositions anglaises relatives a la Convention sur 1’ Afghanistan 
offrent matiere a de certaines observations, et parmi celles-ci quelques-unes 
demanderaient a etre specialement etudiees de part et d’ autre afin de trouver a 
chacune d’elles une solution equitable et satisfaisante pour les deux Parties. 

Nous n’attacbons pas une importance partieuliere au terme “ etat-tampon ” 
appbque a 1’ Afghanistan et que I’Angleterre voudrait voir elimine, bien que ce terme 
ait a notre avis I’avantage de donner une idde nette du r61e que cet Etat est appele 
a jouer entre les possessions anglaises et russes dans I’Asie Centrale. Mais il y 
aurait, d’apres nous, quelque inconvenient 5, supprimer completement 1’ article I" 
qui dSfinit la position inter nationals de 1’ Afghanistan. Cet article devrait etre 
redige de maniere &, exprimer clairement que I’Angleterre et la Eussie s’entendent 
pour maintenir le statu quo politique de ce pays comme, par exemple, cela a 4te 
fait pour le Maroe et I’Egypte dans la Convention Anglo-franfaise de I’ann^e 1904. 

L’article 11 du projet anglais, tout en dtablissant pour I’Angleterre I’obligation 
de ne pas occuper ni annexer une partie queleonque du territoire de I’Afghanistan, 
subordonne cette obhgation la condition que I’Emir de son cdte ne dfiroge en rien 
aux stipulations du traitd conclu entre I’Angleterre et lui. Nous reconnaissons 
volontiers que le Cabinet de Londres a des motifs serieux pour formuler cette 
reserve; mais I’Angleterre etant completement libre de juger lee aetes de I’Emir, 
il pourrait en resulter^ 5, tout moment donne, 1’ occupation on m§me I’annexion d’une 
partie de 1’ Afghanistan ou de ce pays tout entier; d’autre part le meme article 
oblige la Eussie, d’une mani&re absolue et ineonditionnelle, 5. respecter en toute 
ciroonstance I’integrite et 1’ inviolability de ce pays. Nous pourrions done, aux 
termes mSmes de la convention, nous trouver inopinSment en prysence d’une 
modification profonde de la situation politique en Asie Centrale. Il nous semble 
qu’il serait nycessaire de prdvoir ce cas et de recoimaitre que la Eussie, qui attache 
la plus grande importance it la conservation de I’equilibre politique dans ces rygions, 
aura la faculty de dyeider si par le fait d’une occupation ou d’une annexion du 
territoire afghan, il n’est pas survenu dans I’ordre des ohoses ytabli un changement 
de nature la dyiier de see engagements. 

Parmi les droits concydys, en vertu de la Convention projetye, 5, la Eussie il 
en est de tels dont elle ne pourrait jouir que dans le cas oil I’Angleterre y 
obtiendrait le consentement de I’Emir. Les dispositions ayant trait aux relations 
directes entre les autoritys russes et afghanes et aux agents commerciaux en font 
mention explicitement ; quant aux favours ryservyes au commerce russe, la rydaetion 
du paragraphs y relatif, bien qu’elle n’invoque pae lee droits de I’Emir, implique 
neanmoins la nycessity de eon consentement pryalable. Dans ces conditions les 
avantages dont devrait bynyficier la Eussie pourraient devenir illusoires, car en 
s’imposant des obligations inconteetables, elle obtiendrait en retour des droits encore 
k acquyrir. , Pour rernddier k cet inconvynient il faudrait eompiyter I’accord par un 
article ytablissant que la convention n’entrerait en vigueur que du moment ou la 
Eussie pourrait jouir en ryality des droits qui lui sont ryservys, ou bien aueeitdt 
que I’Angleterre lui aurait notifiy le consentement de I’Emir. D’autre part, pour 
mieux rendre I’idye, comme nous I’entendions au dybut des nygociations, de voir 
les sujets, les commerfants et le commerce russes et britanniques ou anglo-indiens 
plaeys en Afghanistan sur le mSme pied au point de vue dee droits de douane, des 
taxes intyrieures et sous tous les autres rapports, il serait bien de la pryciser dans la 
Convention mSme et d’ amplifier dans ce sens le passage qui s’y rapporte. 

L’expression du projet russe “les autoritys des provinces frontiferes ’ ’ a yty 
remplacye dans le contre-projet anglais par les mote: “autoritys k la frontibre.” 
Nous voudrions croire qu’il n’y a 16, qu’une distinction de rydaetion et qu’au fond 
lee deux Gouvernements entendent la chose de la mime manilre. Si par centre, 
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le Gouvernement Anglais avait I'intention de voir les relations dont traite I’article III 
confiees aux autorites subalternes residant sur la frontiere m§me, il y aurait a 
objeeter qu’nn tel ordre de ohoses presenterait de graves inconvdnients ; les autorites 
mentionnees ne sont nnllement appropriees aux fonctions qui leur seraient imposees 
et leur incompetence en la matiere pourrait devenir dans certains cas une cause 
de malentendus et de complications. II serait done desirable de ne point exclure 
les autorites respectives investies de pouvoirs plus etendus du nombre de eelles qui 
seraient charg6es des relations directes en question. 


No. 492. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 295.) Secret. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 8, 1907. 

I enclose to you herewith copy of a m6m[orandu]m drawn up in this Dep[art- 
men]t, after consultation by me with the S[6cretary] of S[tate] for India, setting 
forth the views of H[is] M[ajeBty’s] G[overnment] in reply to the observations 
contained in the unofficial mem[orandu]ra upon the British counterdraft of the 
proposed Convention relating to Afghanistan, handed to you by M. Isvolsky, and 
forwarded in your despatch No. 386 of the 19th July.C') You are authorised to give a 
copy of this mem[orandu]m to M. Isvolsky and to express the hope that the 
conciliatory attitude adopted by H[iB] M[ajesty’s_] G[overnment] in meeting H[iB] 
B[xcellenoy]’s views may be the means of removing all remaining difficulties and of 
arriving at a complete and early agreement. 

In the event of the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t declining to agree to the deletion of 
the last sentence of Art[icle] II of our counterd[ra]ft you are authorised as an 
alternative solution to propose the maintenance of Art[iele] II as it now stands with 
the addition of the following sentence : — 

“ Should any change occur in the political status of Afghanistan the two 

Governments will enter into a friendly interchange of views on the subject.” 

I enclose at the same time a copy of the declaration relating to British interests 
in the Persian Gulf which I propose to make, either in Parliament or in a published 
despatch to you, after the conclusion of the agreement, and you are authorised to 
communicate a copy to M. Isvolsky at the moment which may appear most suitable 
to Y[our] E[xcellency] for doing bo.(*) 

[I am, &c. 

E. GEEY.] 

Enclosure in No. 492. 

Memorandum. 

The mem[orandu]m given privately by M. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson, embodying 
in an unofficial , form the views of the Eussian Gov[emmen]t on the counter^aft 
presented by H'[is] M[aie8ty’e] Gov[ernmen]t of the Convention to be concluded in 
respect to Afghanistan, has received most friendly and careful consideration with a 
view to finding a means for satisfying the legitimate demands of both Parties. 

The following are the views of H[iB] M[ajeBty’B] Gov[ernmen]t on the points 
raised by M. Isvolsky:— 

Although the expression “buffer State” was undoubtedly used in conversation 
by Lord Lansdowne to C[oun]t Benckendorfi as applying to Afghanistan its meaning 

(1) [-u. preeedixig dooujaaent.] 

(^) [For this enoiosurOt v, $upTa^ j). 497,, Ed,, mte.] 
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is, ambiguous and incapable of definition. It was therefore eousidered desirable to 
omit this expression as a description of the geographical and political situation of 
Afghanistan. H[is] M[ajesty’s] G[overnment] would however entertain no objection 
to the first Article of the Convention containing words similar to the Anglo-French 
Declaration of 1904 relating to Egypt and Morocco, which would be in the following 
terms : — 

‘ ‘ His Britannic Majesty declares that he has no intention of altering the 

political status of Afghanistan.” 

As regards the objections raised to the terms of Art[icle] II of the British counter- 
araft H[is] M[ajeBty’8] G[overnment] view with satisfaction the fact that the 
Bussian Gov[ernmenJt appreciate the serious reasons which necessitate a certain 
freedom on the part of Great Britain in her relations with the Ameer of Afghanistan 
in order to secure the proper observance by H[is] M[ajeBty] of his Treaty obligations 
towards H[is] M[ajesty’B] G [overnment] . Any restriction of such liberty of action 
on the part of Great Britain could not tail to imperil gravely the peace of Central 
Asia by encouraging the Ameer and his subjects to ignore the Treaties by which the 
relations existing between Great Britain and Afghanistan are governed. Such an 
eventuality as hostile operations by British forces in Afghanistan must always be 
kept in view, not merely in defence of Anglo-Afghan Treaties, but also to secure 
the observance of the terms of the present Convention. H[is] M[ajesty’8] G[ovem- 
menjt, while undertaking to exercise their influence in Afghanistan only in a pacific 
sense towards Eussia, have no desire to modify in any way the actual situation in 
Afghanistan nor to disturb the existing political equilibrium in those regions. 

With a view to removing the objections of the Eussian Gov[eriunen]t to an 
unconditional undertaking on their part not to annex or to occupy any part of 
Afghanistan while a similar undertaking on the part of li[is] M[aj6sty’s] Gov[ern- 
men]t remains conditional on the fulfilment by the Ameer of his Treaty obligations, 
H[i8] M[ajesty’8] Gov[ernmen]t, having full confidence in the friendly intentions of 
the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t, and considering that the contingency wiU be covered by 
the engagement contained in Art[icle] I of the British counter-draft, will agree to 
the deletion of the last sentence of Art[iele] II, beginning with ” On the ether 
hand . . . . ” and ending vdtli ‘ ‘ Ameer. ’ ’ 

The concessions offered to Eussia in Articles] III and IV relating to the 
establishment of direct relations between the frontier officials on local questions of a 
non-political character, and to the equality of commercial opportunity for British 
and Eussian trade in Afghanistan, would be rendered nugatory by a hostile attitude 
towards them on the part of the Ameer, The consent of the Ameer to the fulfilment 
of the terms of these two Articles becomes therefore an essential condition of their 
validity, and caniiot be ignored by H[iB] M[ajesty’s] 6ov[emmen]t in treating with 
the Eussian 6ov[ernmen]t questions affecting the sovereign righte of the Ameer of 
Afghanistan. The consent of the Ameer can no doubt be obtained, but the spirit in 
which it is given is of importance to avoid difficulties in the proper fulfilment of his 
obligations. H[iB] M[ajeBty’B] Gov[ernmen]t ■ therefore recognisb the force of 
M. levolsky’s observations as to the possibility ot the benefits to be acquired by Eussia 
from this Convention proving illusory for the moment owing to reluctance on the part 
of the Ameer to give the desired consent to the concessions made to Eussia in 
Art[icles] III and TV, and although they will not lose time, after the signature of the 
Convention, in making the necessary communications to the Ameer, E[is} M[aje8ty's]' 
Gov[ernmen]t '^11 be, prepared to meet M. Isvolsky’s wishes' and " te accept the 
addition of, an Article providing that the Convention will not come into force until 
H[is] M[ajeBty’8] Gov[ernm6n]t have notified to the Eussian Gov[ernmen]t the 
consent of the Ameer to its terms. 

The desire expressed for ^ amplification of ArtrioleJ TV appears to be hardly 
well-founded since its terii^ lare'yeiy comprehtensiVe. xt implied ilat any negotiation 
carried on with the Ameer by Hps] M[ajesty’s] . Gov[ernm6njt for the benefit of 
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British trade or traders will, ipso facto, be for the equal benefit of Eussian trade or 
traders, and that any commercial concessions obtained from the Ameer will 
automatically be to the advantage of the trade and traders of both nations. 

As regards the Eussian and Afghan frontier officials who are to be authorised to 
enter into direct relations with each other on local questions of a non-political 
character, the essential point, in the view of H[is] M[ajeBty’s] Gov[ernmen]t, is 
that certain officials residing either on the frontier or in the frontier provinces, should 
be specially designated by the Eussian and Afghan Gov[ernmen]ts for that purpose. 
It is important, by limiting the number of those authorised to enter into direct 
relations with the Afghan officials, to avoid causing alarm to the Ameer by the new 
change in the situation, and also to insure that difficulties on the frontier may not be 
created by the passage of communications between unauthorised persons. 


No. 493. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 409.) St. Petersburgh, D. August 13, 1907. 

Sir, E. August 19, 1907. 

I called on Mr. Isvolsky yesterday afternoon and informed His Excellency that 
I was now in a position to communicate to him the views of His Majesty’s Government 
in regard to 'the observations which he had made respecting the British counter-draft 
concerning Afghanistan and which he had embodied in a Memorandum for my informa- 
tion and guidance during my recent visit to London.(^) I added that I had been 
fortunate in having had opportunities of conversing with those members of His 
Majesty’s Government who were principally and more directly interested in the subject 
of our negotiations and that the proposals which I was about to submit to him could be 
taken as representing the well-considered opinions of the British Government. 

I told Mr. Isvolsky that it would be simpler if I read to him a memorandum which 
had been prepared on the subject as it expressed very clearly the nature of the propoeale 
which His Majesty’s Government were prepared to make.(^) 

Hie Excellency listened attentively to my perusal of the document and on its 
termination he remarked that certainly a great step had been made towards an 
agreement and that he would like to study the memorandum, — a copy of which I 
handed to him — , carefully before giving a final opinion. I said that although I did not 
expect him to pronounce himself on the subject offhand, I trusted that his impressions 
of the document were favourable, as he would see that we had gone as far as was 
possible in meeting, the wishes and desiderata of the Eussian Government. 

His Excellency replied that his first impressions were distinctly favourable and he 
appeared to have no objection to any portions of the memorandum. 

I expressed the hope that we should now be able to conclude our negotiations 
within a very few days, as it seemed to me that there was no obstacle to our doing so. 
His Excellency said that I could rely with confidence on his doing his utmost to push 
matters on, but that he would not be able to see the Emperor this week as His Majesty 
would be engaged with the General Staff until Saturday in the manoeuvres now taking 
place in the vicinity of St. Petersburg. I understood from His Excellentcy that he 
would forward the memorandum and other papers which I left with him to the 
Emperor without delay. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


' (^) [d. eupra, pp. 663-4, No. 491, snol,] 

(*) [r. enolosuTB in immedifttsly preceding document.] 
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No. 494. 

Sir A. Ntcolson to Sir Edward Grey 

F.O. 371/320. St. Petersburgh, D. August 17, 1907, 8-19 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 147.) E. August 18, 1907, 8 a.m. 

Afghanietan. 

Contrary to my hopes I am afraid Russian Gov[ernmen]t will not agree to 
simple deletion of the last part of Clause II. I had informal talk with Min[iste]r for 
r[oreign] A[fEairs] this afternoon and am to see him again on Tuesday to go fully 
into the matter. 

He considers simple deletion does not entirely remove Russian objections. His 
argument is that contractual obligations taken in regard to an object cannot remain in 
full force if a change occurs in the object. We might have to occupy Afghanietan if 
Amir infringed stipulations or even annex portions of it, and Russia could not then 
be held to remain quite silent and passive. He asked why formula I had suggested 
before leaving Petersburg had not been accepted. (^) I told him that frankly we thought 
it placed Russia more or less on the same footing as ourselves in regard to Afghanistan 
and left a door open to Russian intervention. He asked how this could possibly be 
maintained if we read Article I where Russia distinctly engaged that Afghanistan was 
outside her sphere, etc. He said he had two solutions in view either that an additional 
article should be inserted at the end of the Convention to the effect that the two Govern- 
ments would interchange views if the political situation were altered or that he should 
write a despatch to the Russian Ambassador in London to be published with the Conven- 
tion saying that if political situation were changed Russia was freed from her obligations. 
I told him that latter solution would never do. Above is informal and private and he 
will speak oflcially to me on Tuesday. I have given him no idea that I am authorized 
to make a concession but please tell me which of following solutions you would prefer 
in case I find simple deletion impossible. 

(i.) To insert formula I am authorized to propose at the end of new article I, or 

(_ii.) to insert it as a separate article at the end of the Convention or 

(iii.) to insert it at end of present article 2 after engagement on the part of Russia 
not to annex or occupy. 

I should be inclined to adopt solution No. 2 and say nothing in article 2 as to 
Russia not annexing etc. since I now think such a possibility had on the whole better 
not even be contemplated as we have tied her down by Article I very tightly and it 
might look as if she were on an equal footing with us. 

Minister for P[oreign] A[flaim] said that at present Russia was quite free to do 
as she liked with regard to Afghanistan : of course it would be an unfriendly act but it 
would not be a violation of any obligations. After signature of convention her position 
would be quite different and. she would be closely bound. For that reason also he 
said some clause should be inserted stating that if change occurred in the situation 
the two Gov[ernmen]t8 would speak together. 

('■) [ThiR would appear to be a reference to the proposed addition to Article IT contained in 
Sir E. Grey’s despatch No. 205 of August ft, 1»07, auprn, p. 554, No. 4f)2. No evidence has been 
found however to suggest that Sir A. Nicolson mentioned this to M. IsvolsH before leaving 
St. Petersburgh.] *’ 
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No. 495. 

air A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey. 

' ■ ' . ' St. Petersburgh, August 18, 1907. 

N.O. 3717320; . D. 2 P.M. 

Tel. (No. 149.) .E. S p.m. 

Afghanistan. 

My ;tel[egraih] No. 147 of yesterday. (’) 

I intend to resist as far as is safe and possible the introduction of any fresh clause 
but Minister for P[oreign] A[fEaira] will evidently press hard for some formula of the 
nature indicated. 

His programme' on Tuesday is to communicate to rhe a draft project based on our 
last proposals and he will ^ish me to tell him whether there is anything in it 
unacceptable to my Government. If there be we shall have to thresh matter out there 
and then and' when a common ground has been found he will then take steps to obtain 
consent of the Emperor and interestfed Ministries ^ He is ahxious to push matters on 
and' have no further discussions or references home. Tuesday will therefore be an 
important day and I hope that I may before that date receive your views as to which 
of the three solutions I proposed in my telegram No. 147 is considered most acceptable. 

It is, I know, most essential that we should in no wise weaken our special p^ition 
in Afghanistan but I think that we should rather be emphasizing it by not insisting on 
Eussia taking any engagement similar to oiir own in regard to non-occupation etc. 
and it might be beet to ignore the possibility of her wishing to occupy'. Her engage- 
ments under Article I moreover exclude her from taking any fiction whatever dilpomatic 
ot otherwise in the country. I admit above view is not in accordance with (proposal ?) 
I ventured to suggest when in London but on thinking over matter and conversing here 
I would now with all deference submit that a separate article with a general formula 
like the one I have brought with me would be preferable to reviving, the final clause 
of Article 2 and adding the formula to it. 

G) [v. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 496. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/320. Foreign Office, August 19, 1907< 

Tel. (No. 140.) D. 3 p.m. 

If it is necessary to' insert formula we wish to retain last part of Article II, 
which will help to recommend agreement to the Amir; but we should decidedly 
prefet that formula should be inserted as a separate Article instead of appearing 
directly after words in Article'll as if it was a special qualification of them. You 
should therefore press for this solution if formula is demanded. 


No. 497. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, August 19, 1907. 
F.O. 371/320. 'D. 8*23 P.M. 

Tel (No. 150.) E. 11 p.m, 

Afghanistan. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs asked me to see him this afternoon, and has 
communicated to me a draft Convention as to Afghanistan, The only important 
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point is the additional Article concerning exchange of views in case of change of 
political status. 

I tried hard to have no Article inserted, but lie practically said that Bussia 
could not sign without it. Article runs as follows : — 

“If any modification whatever occurs in political status of Afghanistan, 

the High Contracting Parties will enter into a friendly interchange of views 
- . -with the object of insuring the maintenance of the equilibrium in Central 

Asia.” 

His Excellency said he thought in place of the' latter part, of proposing 
“interchange of views on the subject,” but he suggested present wording -so as 
not to give impression that Bussia wished to interfere with relations between Great 
Britain and Afghanistan. 

I should be grateful for early reply if I may accept this Article. 

There are one or two other modifications, but of no serious importance, and T 
will telegraph them tomorrow. 


No. 498. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Orey. 

St. Petershuryh, August 20, 1907. 
F.O. 371/320. ‘D. 2-49P.M. 

Tel. (No. 151.) _ E. 5 p.m. 

Draft of the Afghan Convention. 

Following are the modifications proposed by the French translation : — 

In preamble, “in order to assure” is translated by “animated with sincere 
desire to assure.” 

Article I is “His Britannic Majesty’s Government declares it has no intention 
of changing political status in Afghanistan,” and then continues with engagements 
on the part of Eussian Government as enumerated in former Article I. 

Art[iole] II is literal translation of our Article II. Words “ having recorded” 
are translated by “having declared,” as there is no goOd French word < for 
“recorded.” 

The last sentence in French translation runs as follows 

“Great Britain further engages to exercise her influence in Afghanistan only 
in a pacific sense, and will not herself take and will not encourage Afghanistan to 
take any measures threatening Bussia.” He thought “ Bussian frontier ” a little 
narrow, as the Ameer might take measures not specially against frontier. To avoid 
repeating the word “Bussia” he omitted it after “pacific sense.” 

Art[icle] III in French translation runs as follows: “The Bussian and Afghan 
authorities specially designated for the purpose may establish direct reciprocal relations 
for settling local questions of a non-political character.” He has omitted “on the 
frontier ” or “in the frontier provinces,” as if they are specially designated he thinks 
he has met our views, and it would make a very clumsy wording, adding, “ on the 
frontier or in the frontier provinces,” and moreover words are unnecessary, as the 
special officers must reside on or near the frontier. 

Allusion to consent of Ameer is omitted, as theire is a special Article to that 
effect, ■ ' ; 

Art[icle] IV is the same as our Article IV down to “Bussian traders,”’ with 
the insertion of the word “trade.” It stops there, and he has said nothing as to 
Commercial Agents. I presume you dO not wish me to propose that they should 
be mentioned. 
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Art[icle] V says ‘'the present Arrangements will only enter into force from 
the moment when the British Government has notified to the Enssian Government 
the consent of the Ameer to the terms above stipulated.” 

Art[icle] VI is the Article regarding change in political status which I 
telegraphed last night in my telegram No. 150. (^) 

Art[icle] VII. The present Convention will be ratified, and ratifications will be 
exchanged at St. Petersburgh as soon as possible. 

Throughout the Convention, in place of Sovereigns, he has mentioned British 
and Eussian Governments. He assures me this is more correct, and I suppose we 
can accept it. Of course, in the preamble, Sovereigns name Plenipotentiaries. He 
says that a Convention of this formal nature must be ratified. Perhaps it is more 
usual, and I have no fear that they will not ratify shortly after signature, and 
ratification will be more binding in the future. 

I should be grateful of reply to this telegram as soon as possible, 

(') [d. imm ediatply preceding document.] 


No. 499. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Peterslurgh, August 20, 1907. 
P.O. 371/320. D. 2-53 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 152.) E. 4-45 p.m. 

I may mention that I told Minister for Foreign Affairs that it had always been 
a cardinal point in the policy of Great Britain, as regards Afghanistan, not to 
admit or to recognise direct or indirect intervention of any Third Power in the 
external or internal affairs of Afghanistan : that this principle has been adopted by 
the Amir and fully recognised by Persia. It would therefore constitute a grave 
departure from that principle if it were provided in a Convention that a third Power 
could in certain eventualities be empowered to have a consulting voice in the 
relations between Great Britain and Afghanistan. 

His Excellency said he understood this and in drafting the proposed new 
Article he had carefully used such terms as would show no wish on the part of 
Eussia to interfere with the relations above mentioned. I said I did not quite see 
what was meant by maintenance of equilibrium. He said he had purposely made 
terms as mild as possible and he merely wished to afford an opportunity fof 
discussirin in case of a change in Afghanistan without implying that Eussia wished 
for intervention. 


No. 500. 

Sir A. Nicolsori to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, August 20, 1907. 
E.O. 371/320. D. 2-48 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 153.) E. 5-15 p.m. 

Tour telegram No. 140: Afghanistan. (^) 

I told Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday that I thought that it was possible 
that if you accepted proposed new Artiele(^) you would ask for retention of final clause 


(^) [v. sttpro., p. 558, No. 496.] 
(®) [t?. aupra^ p. 559, No, 497.] 
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of Article 11. He said that Eussia already by Article I of Convention could 

not annex or occupy, and in fact was debarred from any action whatever in any 

circumstances in Afghanistan, and if she took active measures it would be a simple 
act of war. If I am to press the point, he might observe that in our last 

Memorandum(®) we admit that Article I does satisfactorily cover question, and we 

had consequently deleted final clause. I really think that we are quite safe 
without it, and, indeed, that our special position is more clearly apparent. Would 
not Article I amply satisfy all Ameer’s requirements as to Eussia’s abstention? 

T should be grateful for your final decision if possible before Thursday. If 
Emperor approves draft Convention, I am sure it will be pushed through other 
Ministries without change or delay. 


C) [v. supra, pp. 654-6, No. 492, end.] 


No. 501. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/320. Foreign Office, August 21, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 146.) D. 9 p.m. 

Your telegram 153. (*) 

We would agree to omission of final sentence of Article II only on condition of 
first sentence also being omitted. The middle sentence from “ His Britannic Majesty 
farther undertakes” down to ‘‘Eussian frontier” might be inserted in Article I, 
which would then cover our pledges to Eussia as well as her pledges to us, and 
Article II would disappear. You should propose this to M. Isvolsky as we tbinV it 
would be an improvement. 

(^) [d. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 502. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 

F.O. 371/320. Foreign Office, Augwt 21, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 147.) ^ " D. 9 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] 150. (^) 

We cannot agree to the words proposed by M. Isvolsky. They are so ambiguous 
that they might give rise to unforeseen demands and complications and we could 
not have the word “whatever.” You ^ould therefore ask M. Isvolsky to accept as 
an additional article the formula authorised as an alternative in the last instructions 
drawn up with you here.(*) 

(^) [t). supra, pp. 668-9, No. 497.] 

(=“) [v. supra, pp. 664-6, No. 492, and enoL] 


2 0 
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No. 503. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/320. Foreign Office, August 21, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 148.) D. 9 p.m. 

Your tel[6graui] 151. (^) 

In Article III words “on the frontier or in the frontier provinces” should be 
put in. They could be inserted after the word “purpose.” 

No objection to other alterations except as regards Article II dealt with in 
previous telegram. We very much prefer omission of any reference to Commercial 
Agents and hope it is intentional. You should endeavour to prevent its reappearance. 

(^) [v. supra, pp. 559-60, No. 496.] 


No. 604. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 430.) St. Petershurgh, D. August 21, 1907. 

Sir, E. September 8 , 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit, herewith, a copy of a Draft Convention* 
concerning Afghanistan, which M. levolsky communicated to me on the 19th instant. (‘) 
I have had two lengthy interviews with His Excellency on the subject, and I will 
condense into this despatch a report of both my conversations. 

_ The only important point at issue between the two Governments is whether an 
Article should be inserted in the Convention imposing on His Majesty’s Government, 
in the event of a change arising in the political status of Afghanistan, the obligation 
to discuss matters with the Eussian Government. 

I have maintained m conversing with M. levolsky the following attitude. 

I have explained clearly to him that a cardinal point in the policy of Great Britain 
in regard to Afghanistan has always been to exclude the intervention, direct or indirect, 
of any third party in the external or internal affairs of the latter country : and I 
have_ stated that this policy has been admitted by the Ameer, and fully recognised by 
Persia his western neighbour. Were His Majesty’s Government to admit the formal 
recognition in a Convention of the right of a third party, in certain eventualities, to 
have a consultative voice in the relations between Great Britain and Afghanistan, a 
grave departure would be made from the policy, hitherto, pursued. I have impressed 
on His Excellency that Eussia having recognised that Afghanistan is outside of her 
sphere of influence it is of no real moment to her what may occur in that country, so 
long as no aggressive action is taken in respect to her frontiers : and I have further 
indicated that the engagements undertaken by Great Britain to use her influence in 
Afghanistan in a pacific sense, and not to undertake herself nor to encourage the 
Ameer to take any measures threatening the Eussian frontier, should calm any 
apprehensions which may be felt by the Eussian Government. I have also pointed out 
to M. Isvolsky that the concessions which I was authorized to make, and which were 
embodied in the Memorandum which I brought with me on my return from Londoh, 
should convince him of the conciliatory and friendly spirit of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and that I had confidently anticipated that these concessions would have 
completely satisfied the Eussian Government. Such in brief resumS is the substance 

*Iiiaiitioal with text inclosed in Sir A. Nicolson ’s deqiatoh No. 432 of August 24, 1907, (*) — 
A. N. 

(^) [op. supra, pp. 668-60, Nos. 497-8.] 

(*) [Not reproduced. Its contents are indicated by Tel. No. 161 of August 20, stwm, 
pp. 659-6Q, No. 498.] e -r . 
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«f tlie arguments which I have laid before M. Isvolsky in the course of our recent 
interviews. 

M. Isvolsky, on the other hand, while cordially and fully recognising the friendly 
attitude of His Majesty’s Government, has maintained that Russia by the Convention 
has formally admitted that she has no right to interfere in Afghanistan, directly or 
indirectly, and has distinctly acknowledged the exclusive position of Great Britain in 
regard to that country. This he considers should remove entirely any apprehensions 
or mistrust on the part of Great Britain as to the aims of Russia. If after the 
signature of the Convention, Russia were to take action of any character whatsoever in 
Afghanistan, it would be a violation of the Convention and constitute an act of war. 
He contends that by the Convention entire liberty of action is retained by Great 
Britain. It is true that she engages not to interfere in Afghan affairs, nor to annex 
or occupy any portion of Afghan territory, but these undertakings are dependent on the 
loyal observance by the Ameer of his engagements, and Great Britain is the sole judge 
of the mode in which that dignitary performs his obligations. Russia does not wish to 
limit this liberty of action nor to have a consultative voice in the relations between 
Great Britain and Afghanistan. But Russia is a neighbour of Afghanistan with a long 
conterminous frontier, and it carmot be asserted that what occurs in Afghanistan is of 
no concern to her. All that Russia requests is that, in the event of any alteration in 
the political status of Afghanistan, whether by annexation or occupation on the part of 
Great Britain or on account of other contingencies. Hie Majesty’s Government would 
agree to enter into an amicable interchange of views with her, so that the equilibrium 
in Central Asia should be maintained. He considers that this is not only a reasonable 
request, but is one on which the Russian Government must insist, as Russia could not 
possibly view with indifference the establishment of the forces of Great Britain or of 
British administration in closer propinquity to the Russian frontier or in occupation of 
strategical positions in Afghanistan. The article which he proposes provides for 
such an interchange of views ; it does not imply that Great Britain is to concert with 
Russia as to how she is to deal with a recalcitrant or defaulting Ameer, nor does 
it lead to Russia’s interference in the relatione between Great Britain and that 
personage. It simply provides for the case when a change occurs in Afghanistan, 
the object of the present Convention, and requests that an interchange of views 
should take place. 

I think I have given as fairly as is possible, in a short summary, the gist of 
M. Isvolsky’ s observations. I would desire to place this on record, although I have 
telegraphed the main substance of them. I would beg leave to reserve for another 
despatch the explanations which he gave me as to other less important amendments, 
which he had suggested should be introduced into the Draft Convention. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

MINUTE. 

Mr. Morley should see it; it states very well what the Bussiau feeling is and the point 
that M. Isvolsky was driving at. 

E. G. 


No. 605. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, August 23, 1907. 

P.O. 371/320. D.‘ 8 a.m. 

Tel. (No. 162.) Confidential. E- 12 noon. 

Afghanistan Draft Convention. ' 

M. Isvolsly gives me to understand that your proposed amendments including 
those as to Article 2 and the additional Article 6 will be iKMeitiied and that I shall have 
[16942J 2 0 2 
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official reply tomorrow. I could not get Commercial Agents dropped as we had already 
accepted it and omiseion was a pure oversight of clerk. 

M. Isvolsky, in the sentence formerly in Article 2 and now in Article 1 as to our 
exercising our influence in a pacific sense etc. has begged that word “ Euseia ” instead 
of “ Eussian frontier ” should be used. I gather you have no objection to this and so 
I have agreed. It is a small point and so I hope you agree. I told him I thought Amir 
could hardly threaten Eussia but he might annoy frontier. (^) 

(^) [Sir E. Grey oonourred in Tel. (No. 166) of August 23, 1907.] 


No. 506. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Peterslurgh, August 25, 1907. 
F.O. 371/320. D. 5 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 168.) E. 9 p.k. 

Afghan draft Convention. 

An unexpected and serious hitch has occurred. Minister for Foreign Affairs had 
obtained consent of the Emperor to texts of Agreements on their way to you, provided 
Council of Ministers unanimously agreed to them. Council was held last night, and 
lasted until 2 o’clock in the morning. Strong opposition was developed, which was 
eventually concentrated on two points on which Minister for Foreign Affairs with Prime 
Minister and one military Member were in a minority. 

The majority required that first paragraph of former Article 2 down to “under 
above-mentioned Treaty” be inserted in the Convention either as separate Article or 
interpolated in new Article I. They also considered that in Article concerning trade 
relations the words “equality of commercial treatment” did not necessarily imply 
equality of customs duties, and they wish that I should write a note to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, to be published with the Convention to following effect : — 

“lam authorized by my Government to explain that equality of treatment as 

regards commerce implies equality of all commercial rights, including custom 

duties.” 

After some difficulty all the other texts &c. were agreed to. 

As to trade matters I told him equality of commercial treatment could not be 
wider or clearer, but I would refer question to you. 

As to the other more serious question, I said I was convinced my Govermnent 
would either insist, firstly, on maintenance of old Article II, including unconditional 
agreement on the part of Eussia, or, secondly, on deletion of that engagement, but also 
in that case suppression of additional Article as to exchange of views in case of change 
in political status. 

It is not necessary to argue with him, as he is of our opinion, but the majority of 
Council would, he is sure, accept neither of above alternatives. In two words, majority 
of Council require maintenance of old Article II, without any engagement on the part 
of Eussia, but with additional Article. 

I said I would place case before you, and await your decision. 

( Confidential.) 

He explains to me that, unless he can secure unanimous decision of Council, 
Emperor will have to decide between opinion of minority and that of majority. Should 
His Majesty go with former, execution of Convention would be very difficult, apd most 
of good (effects of the Agreement would be lost. If His Majesty went with majority, 
Miaisfeer for Foreign Affeirs would probably have to resign, and, in any case, Conven- 
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tions wouH be lost. If, on the other hand, His Majesty’s Government agree to what 
majority desire, difficulty is removed and unanimity is obtained. 

Yesterday Minister for Foreign Affairs was quite confident as to obtaining consent 
of Council, but it appears there is a strong feeling against his policy regarding 
Japanese negotiations, and he thinks that the opposition last night was largely directed 
against him personally and was not in reality concerned with the merits of the ease. 


No. 507. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

F.O. 371/320. Foreign Office, Avgust 26, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 161.) D. 9-30 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 168 (of Aug[ust] 25). (^) 

We are much disappointed at this unexpected difficulty. I have discussed it 
earefully with S[ecretary] of S[tate] for India ; we feel that we have gone to utmost 
limit of concession in agreeing to formula of Article V. We cannot lose sight of the 
prejudicial effect which proposed Eussian alterations of Convention would have upon 
the mind of the Amir and consequently upon our position and influence with him. 

Moreover public opinion here will be exceedingly critical of concessions with regard 
to Afghanistan, even on what may appear to be small points. With every desire 
therefore to meet Eussian views, we caimot go further than the alternatives suggested 
in your [telegram] No. 168 if any change is to be made in the text we entirely approve 
jour reply. 

As to commercial clause the words as they now stand would cover any proved case 
of differential duties, but to add words proposed might imply an obligation upon us 
to force Amir to draw up a complete tariff, which would be undesirable and very 
difficult. 

I hope Eussian Government will bear in mind that larger issues are indirectly 
at stake even than those directly involved in these agreements, for it has throughout 
been our expectation and belief that an agreement as regards Asia worked in a friendly 
manner would so influence the disposition of this country towards Eussia as to noake 
friendly relations possible on questions which may arise elsewhere in the future. 
Without such an Agreement this expectation must be disappointed. 

(1) [v. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 608. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/320. 

{No. 434.) St. Petershurgh, D. August 26, 1907. 

Sir, B. September 3, 1907. 

I think that I should place on record the various phases through which the 
negotiations in regard to the Draft Convention concerning Afghanistan have passed 
during the last few days. 

On the 22nd instant I had the honour to receive some telegrams from you 
which communicated certain proposals as to the rearrangement and redrafting of 
some of the Articles in the Draft Convention. (^) You proposed in the first place to 
suppress Article 2 entirely, but to insert the middle sentence, concerning the (*) 

(*) [r. supra, pp, 661-2, Nos. 601-8.] 
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undertaking on the part of Great Britain to exercise her ^nence in ^gnamsD 
in a pacific sense,, m Article I which Article would then cover ^ Pf g 

mutually given by both Governments. You further authorize “Tf^nriv chann'e 

the additional Article or Article 5 should be drafted as ° ° 

occurs in the pohtical status of Afghanistan the two Go jpgired that in the 
a friendly interchange of views on the subject.” You also desired that m the 

Article relating to the relations of frontier officials, priallv desisnated for 

or in the frontier provinces,” should be inserted after p y § 

I at once called on Monsieur Isvolsky and submitted the 
proposals. He told me that his first impressions were ^ + ^Yenm<y 

examine them and also consult with the Emperor, whom 1^® ,rronVi tn vou till ho 
before he could give me a reply. He begged me not to teleg^y^f f ^ J ^ 
had seen His Majesty and I acquiesced in his wish. I may a 
that the proposals caused Monsieur Isvolsky very evident pleasur . 

Late that night, after he had returned from ^^tas now 

private letter to say that he was very happy to tell me tha pe ^ , , made 

ready to recommend to his colleagues to accept the , i ^jii f+p 

to him: but that he could not |ive me a nf he Ld S 

Saturday the 24th instant. I telegraphed to you on Via anneared 

that efeect.(*) I saw him on the afternoon of Friday the 2Srd “A ^ 

quite sanguine as to the result, and we discussed the form in ^ ^ , Telesram 

and Agreements should be drawn up, and I t received ^vour 

No. 163 as to these points.(») The next morning the 24th 

telegram requesting that all the French texts should be ®®. ° , acauaiffied 

should have time to examine before the agreements were ov,d 

Monsieur Isvolsky with this request, and he kindly ®’^Sg®s r«mtU have all 
M. 0-Beirne should come to the Ministry that afternoon a 

the French texts ready for collation, and he said he would ^r^vipivne and 
special Messenger with them to London the same ' porefullv 

myself attended at the Ministry as had been arranged; ami t e ^ n’Beirne 
compared by Monsieur Isvolsky, the Head of the First ^epaf 0 

and myself, and found to be in accordance with the proposals 
to him. I read to him the Despatch(') which should cover f ® 
concurred with its terms; and I then handed to him the pac e 

^ ^M. Isvolsky throughout these recent interviews showed no anxiety as to the 

results of the Council of Ministers which was 

24th instant ; in fact his only anxiety was whether I should 

of the texts in time to permit of the Convention ^®^“8 ^®P®f® , ^Vioma onmA. 

the 81st instant. I therefore had no doubt in my mind that, J.^ond perhaps so^ 
drafting amendments, the Council of Ministers would raise I 

sure that no hesitations crossed the mind of Monsieur Isvolsky. This is , ^ 
my own impression but also that of Mr. O'Beirne who was Present I asked 
Monsieur Isvolsky to be good enough to let me know tiie results of the Cabinet 
Council, so that I might inform you, if possible before the texts reached you, that 
the Eussian Government had finally and definitely approved the Agreements. 

Very early on Sunday morning the 25th instant I received a Note from 
Monsieur Isvolsky asking me to call at the Ministry and on my arrinng 
found His Excellency much perturbed. He told me that the Council had l^ted 
till 2 A.M. and that he had met with very strong opposition from several members 


(®) [v. supra, 568-4, No. 505.] 

(®) [t?. supra, pp. 3()l-2, Ho. 28S.] 

(^) [Td. Ho. 156 to Sir A. Hiookp'ii of August 28. 

supra, p. 502, Ho- 454*3' 


It Bontaiusd merely the request Ipr 
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of the Cabinet. He had been reproached for having yielded too much, and 
especially for having agreed to the suppression of Article 2. He argued, he said, 
till he was hoarse, pomting out that Article I gave all necessary assurances and 
guarantees, and that Article 5 afforded an opportunity to Eussia of discussing 
matters with us. I had some doubts whether Monsieur IsvolsJiy clearly explained 
to the Council all the circumstances attending the various proposals and counter- 
proposals which have circled round Article 2 : not of course from any desire to give 
otherwise than a perfectly accurate history of the question, but because there is 
some very natural confusion in his mind on the subject. In any case the majority 
of the Council required that the whole first sentence of Article 2 should be 
reinserted either as a separate Article or interpolated into Article 1. 

I told Monsieur Isvolsky that if the first sentence of Article 2 were reinserted 
my Government would then suppress Article 5 or would only consent to the 
retention of Article 5 on the conation that the whole of Article 2 in its pristine 
form were restored. To this Monsieur Isvolsky said that he was sure he would 
not be able to secure the unanimous consent of the Cabinet. I need not report 
the arguments which I employed with Monsieur Isvolsky, because you can readily 
gather their tenour, and also because there was really no necessity to drive 
arguments home to His Excellency who had already agreed to the texts which are 
now on their way to you. It would, I doubt not, be of more interest to report 
what Monsieur Isvolsky related to me as to the steps which he had taken since 
the 22nd instant. 

On the evening of the 22nd he proceeded to Peterhof and submitted to the 
Emperor the Conventions as they had been agreed upon between him and myself, 
and which are those which will reach you to-morrow. His Majesty said that he 
would assent to them if the Council of Ministers unanimously agreed to them. 
His Excellency on his return to St. Petersburg wrote me the note of which I have 
previously made mention, and he was evidently of opinion that the Council would 
make no difdcultiee. He probably considered that should any opposition arise, he 
would have no great difidculty in overcoming it as he was fortified with the 
Emperor’s conditional assent. He was, however, he told me, surprised by the 
tenacity of the opposition which encountered him in the Cabinet. This opposition 
was in reality largely promoted, he considered, by a feeling against his foreign 
policy in general, as a portion of the press has of late been sharply criticizing his 
conduct of the Japanese negotiations, and hie opponents in the Cabinet were 
apparently determined that he should not be too conciliatory in those he was now 
conducting with His Majesty’s Government. Be the motives of hie opponents what 
they may, the result was that, a vote being taken, three, himself, Monsieur 
Stolypin, and one military member (I do not know whether the Minister of War 
or the Chief of the General Staff) voted for the Convention as arranged with us, 
and the remaining members voted for the reinsertion of the first portion of the 
former Article 2. 

I enquired of Monsieur Isvolsky what was to be the next step. He urged me 
to recommend to you that the wishes of the majority should be met. I told him 
that it was really uimecessary for me to do more than report the present 
unfortunate situation. In 48 hours you would be in possession of the full French 
texts : and would be in a position to decide on the course to be followed. What 
I wished to know was what would be the procedure here, if His Majesty’s 
Government maintained the attitude which I had already indicated to him. 

Monsieur Isvolsky said that if His Majesty’s Government declined to meet 
the wishes of the majority of the Cabinet in the way they desired, aitd if, as he 
felt confident, the majority maintained their point of view, he wotfidhiave to wait 
upon the Emperor, and lay before His Majesty the divergence ' iff opinion which 
had arisen, and take His Majes^’s pleasure. If the Emperor, as was possible, 
preferred to accept his opinion as Minister for Foreign Aflato, afid authorized him 
to sign the texts as already drawn up, &e Convention 'wqtfld concluded in 
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the torm deterrmned upon between us. But the majority he was sure would be 
dissatisfied; the smooth execution of the Convention would be rendered diE&cult, 
and the attacks in the Press would be redoubled. If, on the other hand, the 
opinion of the majority prevailed with the Emperor, it would then be not only a 
question as to his portfolio but the Conventions would be lost. While if His 
Majesty’s Government could see their way to agreeing to the proposed amendment 
and the reinsertion of the whole of the first sentence of Article 2, from the words 
“The British Government having recorded” to the words “above-mentioned 
Treaty” the difficulty would be completely solved. 

I told His Excellency that I would report all his observations faithfully to you. 

There was one other point, he said, as to which the Cabinet was not satisfied. 
In the Article concerning commercial matters, there were doubts whether ‘ ‘ equality of 
treatment ” covered equality of customs duties ; and it was desired that I should address 
an explanatory note to him, to be published with the Convention, in the terms of which 
I beg leave to transmit a transcript. I told him that this objection, he would pardon 
me for saying so, was ridiculous. I could not conceive a broader or clearer expression 
than “ equality of treatment,” and it seemed quite superfluous for me to address to 
him any explanatory note on the subject. Monsieur Isvolsky said that he quite agreed 
with me, but to satisfy the Cabinet he begged me to refer the matter to my Govern- 
ment. I said that, of course, at his request I would refer anything to my 
Government, though I still could not understand what doubts could possibly exist on 
the point. I then took leave of His Excellency, promising to inform him as soon as 
I received a reply from you. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

Enclosure in No. 508. 

Proposed Explanatory Note respecting the Draft Convention concerning Afghanistan. 

Je suis autorise par mon Gouvemement k pr^ciser que le terme “ dgalitd de 
traitement pour ee qui coneerne le commerce” implique r4galit6 de tous les droits 
commerciaux, les droits de douane y compris. 


No. 509. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, August 27, 1907. 
P.O. 871/320. D. 8 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 169.) B. 10 p.m. 

Afghan draft Convention. 

I communicated to Minister for Foreign Affairs today Memorandum embodying 
the substance of your telegram No. 161 of yesterday. (') 

He expressed disappointment that His Majesty’s Government had not been able 
to accept proposal which he had made on 25th August, (*) and, after the usual 
arguments, he inquired whether I would be prepared to accept, without further 
reference to my Government, one of the alternatives, viz. : — 

1. Either to maintain Article H in its entirety as recorded in original British 

counter-project ; or 

2. Delete final sentence, but then suppress the additional Article V.(®) 

(’■) [v. p. S65, No. 507.] 

(“) fv. supra, pp. 564-5i, No. 606, and pp. 666-7, No. 608.] 

(*) [v, supra, p. 669, No. 497.] 
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I said that I felt authorized to do so, provided, of course, that all the other 
Agreements, &e., were approved by my Government and accepted by Eussian Govern- 
ment. I rather anticipate that this will be result. I told him that I felt sure that 
texts we had already agreed upon offered most satisfactory solution. We had long 
•argument, to my eurprise, as to the Commercial Articles. I told him that statement 
made in my Memorandum by authority of my Government that the Articles covered 
•any proved ease of differential duties ought to satisfy Ministry of Commerce, and 
I considered that it had same force as a note. He said that they feared that one 
•duty might be charged on cottons, for instance, coming over the Eussian frontier, 
and a lower duty on cottons of the same category coming over Indian frontier. 

I said that this would be clearly inequality of treatment, and as Convention 
would have to receive Ameer’s consent, we should have good grounds, in ease such 
inequalities did arise, to make representations to him. 

He will now have another Council, and let me know result. 

As he will probably wish to sign as soon as possible, I have no doubt that I shall 
receive as soon as convenient your approval of French texts, which should have 
reached you this morning. 

Please let me know which you would prefer in French translation of first sentence 
®f Article 11, “declare” or “ consign^ ” for the word "recorded.”' 


No. 510. 

Sir A. Nioolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/320. 

(No. 438.) St. Petershurgh, D. August 28, 1907. 

■Sir, E. September 3, 1907. 

On receipt of your Telegram No. 161 of the 26th instant, (^) conveying to me the 
views of His Majesty’s Government in regard to the latest proposal of the Eussian 
Government' and on which I reported in my Despatch No. 434 of the 26th instant, (“) I 
called on Monsieur Isvolsky and read to him the Aide-mAmoire of which I have the 
honour to enclose a copy. His Excellen,cy, on my concluding, remarked that it was 
” fin de non recevoir.” I told him that I by no means agreed with him, and pointed 
•out that His Majesty’s Government offered to the Eussian Government two 
alternatives, though to my mind it would be preferable if he were able to induce his 
■colleagues in the Cabinet to accept the texts of the Convention in the form on which 
we had both agreed, and which I had forwarded to you by the special messenger on 
Saturday. His Excellency asked me if I felt authorized to accept either alternative 
without further reference to my Government, and I replied in the affirmative. After 
going over some of the old arguments in regard to Article 2 and its chequered life, 
His Excellency observed to me that the portion of the Aide MSmoire with which he 
cordially agreed was the concluding paragraph : and he must again repeat that it 
was precisely in order to render the Conventions thoroughly acceptable to his Govern- 
ment, and thereby ensure their smooth execution, that he had urged on His Majesty’s 
Government to concede the requests of the Eussian Cabinet. However he must now 
do his best to secure the consent of his colleagues to one of the alternatives which I 
had submitted. 

He much regretted that His Majesty’s Government had not seen their way to 
authorize me to address him the explanatory note in regard to the interpretation of 
the phrase ‘‘Equality of treatment” in the Article concerning commercial relatione, 
as he would then be able to show his coUeagues that he had not failed all along 
the line. 


(^) [d, supra, p. 565, No, 507.] ‘ 

(“) [V. supra, pp. 565-8, No. 50B:] 
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I explained to His Excellency, after considerable discussion, that he would see in 
the Aide-MSmoire that I had distinctly mentioned, not as my own opinion, but as an 
authorized statement on behalf of my Government, that the wording of the article 
clearly covered any proved case of differential duties : that when the Convention came 
into force the Ameer would have already given his consent to its terms, and that, 
therefore the Eussian Government could, quite justly, in the event of differential 
duties being established, call upon us to represent the matter to the Ameer who would 
doubtless give it his serious consideration. The Aide-M6moire was quite as important 
as a Note would be. 

This morning I called on M. Isvolsky to communicate to him the amendments 
which His Majesty’s Government desired to see introduced into the general preamble 
and in the ratifying article. I found him in much better spirits : and he told me his 
employes were already engaged in preparing the documents for signature : that a 
Council was to be held this afternoon when he fully expected that a final decision 
would be taken, and that the si^ature could then take place on Saturday next 
the 3lBt instant. I said I was quite prepared to fulfil my part on Saturday. 

As to the amendments in the general preamble he observed that ‘‘Them’* or 
“ Eux ” must refer to the Sovereigns and that it would be quite unusual to assume 
that any misunderstandings could possibly arise between the two Sovereigns. He 
far preferred the original wording, and after some discussion and an unsuccessful 
endeavour to find more suitable formulas, I consented to accept the wording as it 
stood, as I considered you would not wish me to insist on a drafting amendment 
which might delay matters. I said that “Etats” sounded a little oddly in English 
if translated “States,” but perhaps the word “Dominions” would be a suitable 
rendering. 

He agreed to amend the ratifying Article by stating, “la presents Convention 
sera ratifile.” 

He again came back to the Article regarding commerce; and said that the 
Minister of Commerce was still not saltisfied, and that he thought an unsigned Aide^ 
m^moire was hardly a very strong staff to lean upon. I may mention that, treating it 
as an academical question, I had enquired of my French colleague, who is an expert 
in such matters, whether “ 6galit§ de traitement pour ce qui coneerne le commerce 
would not clearly cover equality of customs duties, or rather would exclude differential 
duties being imposed on the same articles passing over different frontiers. He said he 
did not think that the phraseology I had mentioned need necessarily do so. Equality 
of treatment as regards commerce might refer to permits, consignments of stores 
and various other similar matters : but it would be more correct and explicit tu 
mention in some form or another customs duties. The addition of the words “dans 
toutes les matiferes ” would be more explicit, or the addition of some words implying 
that customs duties were included. 

To continue. Monsieur Isvolsky asked whether I could not write him a Note, 
not for publication or to be annexed to the Convention, but simply to show the 
Minister of Commerce, stating that His Majesty’s Government recognized that they 
interpreted the Article as covering differential duties, I should be rendering him 
a great service if I could do so. I told His Excellency that I would consult you 
on the subject, but in any case I could not go further than what I had stated in the 
Aide-mSmoire , 

If you see no objection it might be well to meet Monsieur Isvclsky’s wishes in 
this respect. 


Enclosure in No, 510, 


I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Aide-m4moire, 

His Majesty’s Embassy communicated to His Majesty’s Government the prppo^ 
of the Imperial Eussian Gnvemment that the following should be inserted ijr the- 
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Draft Convention concerning Afghanistan, either as a separate Article or interpolated 
in Article I. 

‘ ‘ Le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste Britannique ayant declare dans le Traits 
signe a Kabul le 21 mars 1905 qu’il recormait I’arrangement et les engagements 
conclus avec le d§funt Emir Abdur Eahman et qu’il n’a aueune intention a 
s’ingSrer dans 1’ administration interieure du territore Afghan, la Grande 
Bretagne s’ engage ^ ne pas annexer ou oceuper, contrairement au dit Traits, 
me partie quelconque de I’Afghaniatan, ni a s’ingerer dans 1’ administration 
interieure de ce pays, sous reserve que I’Emir remplira les engagements deja 
contractes par lui 5, I’egard du Gouvernement de Sa Majeste Britannique en 
vertu du Traite susmentionne.” 

His Majesty’s Government are much disappointed that an unexpected difficulty 
has arisen when the negotiations were apparently on the eve of being happily 
concluded. His Majesty’s Government considered that they had gone to -the utmost 
limit of concession in agreeing to the formula of Article 5, and they must keep 
carefully in view the effect which the terms of the Convention will have upon the 
mind of the Ameer and consequently upon their position and influence with him. 
Moreover public opinion in Great Britain and in India will be exceedingly critical 
of concessions with regard to Afghanistan, even on what may appear to be a m all 
points. 

His Majesty’s Government have every desire to meet the views of the Imperial 
Eussian Government, but it will be impossible for them to go further than one of 
the two following alternatives. 1. To maintain Article 2 in its entirety as 
communicated to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs on June 4/17 1907 in the British 
oounterproject including the engagement on the part of the Imperial Eussian 
Government as set forth in the final sentence of that Article. (®) Or 2, to omit the 
above-mentioned final sentence, but in that case to suppress also the additional 
Article 5 as to an exchange of views between the two Governments in ease of a 
change occurring in the political status of Afghanistan. (*) 

As to the Article concerning commerce, it is perfectly clear that the words as 
they now stand would cover any proved case of differential duties. His Majesty’s 
Government are unable to accept the proposed explanatory note not only because 
it is superfluous, but also because it might imply an obligation on the part of Great 
Britain to bring pressure to bear on the Ameer to draw up a complete Tariff. 

His Majesty’s Government sincerely trust that the Imperial Eussian Govern- 
ment will appreciate that larger issues are indirectly at stake than those directly 
involved in these Agreements, for it has throughout been the expectation and the 
belief of His Majesty’s Government that an agreement as to their respective 
interests in Asia, if executed in a friendly manner, would so influence the disposition 
of public opinion in Great Britain as to make friendly relations possible on questions 
which may arise elsewhere in the future. Without such an agreement this 
expectation must be disappointed. 

St. Petersburg, August 14/27, 1907. 

(®) [u. supra, pp. 542-3, No. 488, oolutna 2.1 
('‘) [u. supra, p. 5.59, No. 497.] 
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No. 511. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/320. 

(No. 440.) St. Petersburgh, D. August 29, 1907. 

_ E. September 3, 1907. 

I received a private Note from Monsieur Isvolsky last night to say that the 
Council of Ministers had, after a long discussion, decided to accept what he termed 
“ votre troisieme alternative” concerning Afghanistan. To make quite sure that 
there should be no misunderstanding, I wrote to His Excellency and asked if by 
the “third alternative” he referred to that which suppressed the finn.1 sentence 
of Article 2, i.e., the sentence by which Eussia engaged not to annex &c. and which 
at the^ same time also suppressed the additional Article 5 by which we agreed to 
enter into an exchange of views if any change occurred in the political status of 
Afghanistan. I received a reply to-day that I had correctly interpreted his letter, 

I venture to think that it is of advantage that the additional Article has 
disappeared, and I am rather surprised that the Council of Ministers agreed to its 
excision. As Monsieur Isvolsky remarked to me this morning, the Eussian 
Government have in fact accepted the proposals which I made immediately after 
my return from London. 

I explained to His Excellency that as soon as the Convention was signed the 
Government of India would communicate its purport to the Ameer of Afghanistan, 
and it was desirable that this communication should reach the hands of the Ameer 
before the Convention was published; as it would be most unfortunate were the 
Ameer to receive the first news of the Convention, and possibly in a distorted 
form, from any other source than the Government of India. His Excellency quite 
agreed with these views, and said that he must come to some arrangement with 
me as to the mode and date of the publication of the Convention. I said we might 
discuss that question a little later, and of course I would have to solicit your views 
and wishes on the matter. 

His Excellency had on the previous night begged me to acquaint bitn as early 
as possible with the reply which I might receive from you in respect to my writing 
a Note with regard to the interpretation and scope of the phrase “ equality of 
treatment” in Article 4. I gave him this morning a Note, of which I have the 
honour to enclose a copy, and he was much gratified at receiving it. He perfectly 
understood that it was not for publication, but solely for his information and for 
the purpose of reassuring the Minister of Commerce. I told him that we were 
still of opinion that the terms of Article 4 needed no elucidation, but we desired 
to meet his wishes. 

The negotiations are now concluded, and M. Isvolsky today submits to the 
Emperor the final texts of the Convention for His Majesty’s approval, and the 
signatures will be affixed on Saturday next the 31st instant. 

I think that all is in order, and in the form which you desired; and the next 
stage will be the manner in which the several agreements will be executed. This, 
I submit, is of great importance : and it is most earnestly to be desired that the 
local officials of both countries will lend their cordial cooperation in the execution 
of an instrument, which should be productive of immeasurable benefits to the 
friendly relations of both countries, and assist greatly towards the preservation of 
peace in Central Asia. 

I have, &e. 

A. NICOLSON. 

Enclosure in No, 611. 

Sir A. Nicolson to M. IsvohTci. 

Monsieur le Ministre, St. Petersburg, August 16/29, 1907. 

Beferring to our conversation of yesterday, I have the honour to infmrm Tour 
Excellency that I am authorized to state that the words in Article 4 of the 
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Convention concerning Afghanistan as to “ egalite de traitement pour ce qui 
conceme le commerce’’ would, in the opinion of my Government, cover any proved 
case of differential customs duties, 

I avail, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 512. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petershurgh, August 29, 1907. 
F.O. 371/320. D. 2 p.m. 

Tel (No. 175.) E. 4 p.m. 

Anglo-Eussian Convention. 

Afghanistan. Council of Ministers has finally decided to accept Deletion of the 
final sentence in Article n and the suppression of addition to Article V. Convention 
will therefore consist of 

Article I. Engagement of Great Britain not to change political status and 

engagements of Eussia as to country being outside her sphere etc. 

Article II. The old Article II with the exception of final sentence. 

Article III. Frontier relations. 

Article IV. Trade relations. 

Article V. Consent of Ameer; and nothing more.(^) 

M[inister for] F[oreign] A[fEair8] quite agrees to giving time to government of 
India to communicate with Ameer. 

I will telegraph later as to what he suggests should be told press. We should 
have to acknowledge fact of signature but nothing more for the moment. His 
Excellency quite agrees to early date for ratification and he will speak to me later 
on that point. 

I gave him a note not for publication but for his information stating the view of 
His Majesty’s government as to the Article covering Trade. He was very 
grateful. . . . .(^) 

(1) [For the final text of the Treaty see Table on pp. 541-4.] 

(2) [The rest of this telegram refers to the exchange of telegraph lines in Persia, v. supraf 
p. 501, No. 454.] 


No. 618 . 

Sir Edwgn’d Grey to Sir A, Nicohon^ 

F.O. 871/320. 

Tel. (No. 176.) Foreign Office, August 31, 1907, 2*10 p.m. 

Your tel[egram] No. 177. (^) 

We have telegraphed to the Gov[emmen]t of India to ask how much time they 
require for communicating the Agreement to the Amir. 

It is essential that publication shall not take place before he receives the Text,, 
but it will not be necessary to await his consent. 

(^) [Not reproduced. Tel. No. 177 from Sir A. Nicolson of August 80 referred to M. Isvolski’s 
desire that, if ttie official publication of the Convention must await Qie Amir’s consent, an unofficial 
stetement giving the outlines should ba published shortly, as hjs, Wt ttfce signature of the 
Convention could not be concealed. Sir A, Nitsolaop- wished the official puhBcatipn to be the first 
statement on the Oonvenldon.] . ^ 
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We should prefer that no announcement at all beyond a verbal reply to enquiries, 
to the effect that the Convention has been signed should be made until we hear 
that the Amir has received the Text, but in any case you should urge M. Isvolsky 
not to allow any communication of the outlines of the Agreement — even by means 
•of an indiscretion to be made pending its receipt by the Amir. 

If he insists on the announcement for Sunday, the terms are unobjectionable. (“) 

(®) [The instruction to the Viceroy to have the agreement verbally explained to the Amir 
was sent on September 6. Lord Morley’s private letter of 7th, v. infra., p. 587, No. 526, 
stated that it would take sixteen days to reach him, adding “ I hope he will not be troublesome, 
but he may be slow." In consequence publication was delayed till the 24th, in spite of Russian 
protests, and ultimately made on the 26th.] 


No. 514. 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 17770/3035/08/38. 

(No. 235.) St. Petersburgh, D. May 19, 1908. 

Sir, E. May 25, 1908. 

The recent events on the frontier of India and Afghanistan have of course been 
followed in this country with great interest, and there has been some inclination, not 
confined to the press or the general public, to take an unnecessarily pessimistic 
view of them.(^) M. lewolsky referred seriously to the matter when I saw him at his 
last official reception, saying that the news sounded alarming, and remarking that 
the fact of the Ameer not having yet given his assent to the Anglo-Eussian Convention 
regarding Afghanistan made the situation embarrassing. 

I need not trouble you by recapitulating the views of the St. Petersburg news- 
papers as to the causes of the present outbreak, behind which most of them, needless 
to say, see the wicked machinations of Germany, as indeed, the Eussian press does 
nowadays on every possible occasion. What is of more interest is that these journals, 
while in many cases they anticipate that England will find herself at war with 
Afghanistan or at any rate engaged in serious military operations, show no trace 
either of suspicion as to Great Britain’s eventual aims or policy in Afghanistan, or 
of a desire that Eussia should take advantage of the situation to further her own ends. 
On the contrary, most of the writers emphasize the view that the Agreement arrived 
at between the two countries enables England to deal with the Afghan difficulty 
without any misgivings as regards Eussia. The “Bourse Gazette” says that both 
■Government and people in England can rest fully assured that Eussia will carry out 
religiously the “obligations resting on her under the Agreement.” The “Eetch” 
says that it is no longer possible now for Afghanistan to play off Eussia against 
England. The “ Novoe Vremya ” observes that England, like Eussia, must firmly ^ 
•establish peace and security on her borders. Nowhere have I seen it suggested thit, ' 
Eussia’s attitude might be affected by the fact that' the Ameer has not consenteij ft 
the Afghan clauses of the Convention. 

When one thinks of the alarm, suspicion, and hostility that would, in the absence 
of an Agreement between the two countries, have been aroused in Eussia by the 
prospect of British military operations in Afghanistan, one cannot but recognise 
in the attitude of the press on the present occasion a gratifying result yielded by 
the recent Convention. 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIBNE. 

(^) [Frontier raids by the Zakka Khals in Janwy IW® led to the deapaiWi « pHoitive 
■^Kpedition in February. Order was quieUy restored; but a second Expedition was in 

Atay to Suppress a rising of the Mohmands of a more serious charaoter.] ' ' ■' 
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MINUTE. 

Tha “ Bourse Gazette ” and “ Novoe Vremya ” used to be the most implacable enemies of 
England. 

C. H. 


No. 515. 

Mr. O’Beime to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 17778/3835/08/38. 

(No. 243.) St. Petershurgh, D. May 21, 1908. 

Sir, E. May 25, 1908. 

With reference to my despatch No. 235 of the 19th instant, (^) I have the honour 
to state that M. Iswolsky to-day again spoke to me about events in Afghanistan, 
He said he could assure me that neither in ofldcial nor military circles in Eussia 
did there exist the faintest suspicion as regards British policy in Afghanistan, nor 
had any suggestion been put forward that Eussia should take advantage of the fact 
that the Ameer had not consented to the recent Convention respecting his 
dominions. He need not say that Eussia meant absolutely to observe the spirit 
of the Convention. 

At the same time His Excellency said that the Eussian Government entertained 
the hope that Great Britain would not find it necessary to take such action in 
Afghanistan as would alter the status quo and oblige the Imperial Government to 
reopen the question. 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BIEENE. 


(1) [o. immediately preceding document.] 


No. 516. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (^) Lightwater, Bagshot, 

My dear Grey, ' July 19, 1908. 

Many thanks for your letter and its enclosure. The prospect of obtaining the 
consent of the Ameer does not seem to be very bright: and if the procedure 
suggested by the Viceroy should lead to no satisfactory results, we should have to 
face a regrettable situation. The convention concerning Afghanistan would remain 
a dead letter: and although this would not necessarily lead to the abrogation or 
suspension of the Persian and Thibetan agreements, the efficacy of these latter 
instruments would be greatly weakened and impaired. The Afghan Convention 
forme part of a whole, and it is clear that its non execution would leave a mutilated 
portion. The spirit and intentions of the whole arrangement would tmdergo a 
change. 

Moreover we should have to publicly admit that although we decline to permit 
Eussia to have any direct relations with the Ameer, we are ourselves Jncfi|p£|>le of 
exercising any effective influence over that potentate in matters of e^phel pohcy 
affecting his country. Eussia would, in that case, have some Justi^eSftion in 
asserting that we were useless as intermediaries, end that it wq*^ hermOJ^ffto 

, .1’, **' / I y <■ r r )r ^ 


(1) [Grey MSS., VoJ. 84.] 
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advantage to treat direct with the Ameer should the occasion for so doing ever arise. 
If the Afghan Convention has to go by the board, and if the Ameer were allowed, 
to veto an arrangement to which the Sovereigns and Gov[ernmen]ts of Russia and 
England had subscribed, and had formally ratified, I should imagine that our 
prestige would suffer seriously throughout the Middle and Ear East. Furthermore the 
opponents, both in and out of Russia, to an understanding between the two 
countries would be greatly encouraged, and I do not consider that the unfortunate 
effects ensuing from our failure to secure the consent of the Ameer would be limited 
solely to the points at issue. The consequences would be more serious, and would 
flow over a wide field. 

I see that the Viceroy is of opinion that the Russian 6ov[ernmen]t foresaw 
the possibility of a disagreement with the Ameer, and he apparently considers that 
Art[icle]s 3 and 4 were inserted with the object of provoking such a disagreement. 
I am sure that the view is erroneous. The article as to commerce etc was inserted 
at the express desire of the Russian Min[ister] of Commerce, who was anxious 
that the trade of Russia should have equal opportunities with that of India. There 
were no hidden political aims in the demand. As to relations between the frontier 
officials, it was considered on both sides that the existing irregular and undefined 
intercourse should be, as far as possible, placed on a recognized and definite footing, 
and carried on through specially selected agents. The Russian 6ov[ernmen]t, so 
far as my observation went, would have been perfectly willing to accept the 
agreement without reference to the Ameer, if we had been in a position to guarantee 
that all its provisions would be faithfully and fully executed, and if we had been 
able to answer for its loyal observance by the Ameer. I doubt if the Russian 
Gov[ernmen]t anticipated that we should fail in obtaining the consent of the latter. 

There is one more consideration, which to my mind is of great importance. 
Essential as a friendly Afghanistan may be to our position in India, equally 
essential, I submit, is a friendly Russia to our general international position, both 
as regards the actual situation, and also in respect to that in the not distant future. 
If we wish, and I presume that we do wish, in the interest of peace, to avert the 
possibility of any Power assuming a position from which she could dictate to others, 
a close understanding with France and Russia is, I submit, an object for the 
attainment of which every effort should be made. We have secured an undertaking 
with France. That with Russia is in its very early infancy, and will require, for 
reasons which I need not explain, careful nurture and treatment. Any serious 
check to this infant growth may kill it before it has advanced in years, and its 

disappearance would doubtless eventually react on our relations with France (*) 

. Yours sincerely, 

A. NICOLSON. 

(*) [The closing sentences of this letter refer to personal matters.] 


No. 517. 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 38886/3885/08/88. 

(No. 500.) St. Peterahurgh, D. November 3, 1908. 

Sir, - R. November 9, 1908. 

I observed to the Emperor to-day that both you and Lord Morley had been 
especially gratified with the willingness of M. Iswolsky to act upon the assumption 
that the Convention concerning Afghanistan was in force, although the consent of 
the Ameer had not yet been received. This had been considered a most satisfactory 
assurance, not only as a sign of the good intentions of the Russian Gov^rranent, 
but also as enabling us to deal in a friendly ^irit with any incidents wh^ might 
arise. A reply had been received from the ’ Ameer regarding the Convention^ aiffi. 
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though the document was a very lengthy and rambling one, it afforded a basis for 
further discussion. These discussions would be continued, though I feared that 
they would take some time, as Afghans, like other semi-civilized Orientals, were 
slow in their procedure and singularly difficult to convince. 

The Emperor said that he quite understood the position, and he was glad to 
have noticed that the Jamshedi incident had not caused any difficulties between 
the two Governments. 

I have, &c, 

A. NICOLSON. 


[ED. NOTE . — The cansent of the Amir to the Convention was never obtained, though it 
was at one time considered essential, op. supra, p. 555, No, 492, end., and infra, p. 614, No. 549. 
The British and Bussian Governments finally arranged that the Agreement should come into 
force without his consent being necessary.] 


2 P 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

THE RECEPTION OF THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN 

CONVENTION. 


No. 518. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St. Petersburgh, September 2, 1907. 
F.O. 371/372. D. 8 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 180.) R. 10 p.m. 

Persian Arrangement. 

Following is text of the communication which, subject to your approval and any 
amendments you may desire, Russian Government suggested that two Eepresentativea 
tihould address to Persian Government : — 

‘‘The Governments of Russia and of Great Britain, desiring to avoid any 
cause of conflict between their respective interests in certain regions of Persia 
contiguous with or in the neighbourhood of Russian frontier, on the one hand, 
and of frontiers of Afghanistan and of Beluchistan on the other, have signed a 
friendly Arrangement on the* subject. 

‘ ‘ In that Agreement the two Governments mutually agree to the strict 
integrity and independence of Persia, and testify that they sincerely desire the 
pacific (? development) of that country as well as the permanent establishment 
of equal advantages for the commerce and industry of all other nations. Each 
of the two States further engages not to seek concessions of any nature whatsoever 
in the regions adjoining or in the neighbourhood of the frontiers of the other. In 
order to prevent misunderstandings in the future, and to avoid creating an order 
of things which might place the Persian Government in an embarrassing situation 
in any respect whatever, the above-mentioned regions are clearly defined in the 
Arrangement. In mentioning the revenues which are affected to the loans 
concluded by Persian Government with the Discount and Loan Bank and with 
Imperial Bank of Persia, the Russian and British Governments recognize that 
these revenues will be in the future affected to the same purpose as in the past. 
And the two Governments equally engage, in the case of irregularities in the 
amortization or in the payment of interest of above-mentioned loans, to enter on 
a friendly exchange of views in order to determine by common agreement the 
measures of control which it would be necessary to take, and to avoid all 
interference which would not be in conformity with the principles of that 
Arrangement. 

“ In signing that Arrangement, the two States have not for a moment lost 
sight of the fundamental principle of the absolute respect of the integrity and the 
independence of Persia, The Arrangement has no other object than that of 
avoiding any cause of misunderstanding between the Contracting Parties on the 
ground of Persian affairs. The Government of the Shah will convince itself that 
the agreement arrived at between Russia and Great Britain can but contribute 
in the most efficacious manner to the security, the prosperity, and the ulterior 
development of Persia.'’ 

Instructions are added as follows : — 

Please concert with your British colleague, who wiU^ be furnished by his- 
Government with similar instructions as to making an identic official communica- 
tion to the Persian Government in the terms of present telegram.'* 
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Acting Minister for Foreign AjBEairs asked when the communication should be 
made. I said that I presumed immediately the two Governments had agreed upon 
terms. 


No. 519. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 


St. Petershurgh, September 2, 1907. 

F.O. 371/325. D. 8-1 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 181.) E- 9-30 p.m. 

Minister for Foreign AfiEairs before leaving suggested that besides communication 
to Persia, some notification should be jointly made at Peking as to Thibet Arrangement. 
In regard to other Powers, he proposed that each Government should be at liberty 
to select those to whom it would wish to make a communication, confidentially, of 
Convention before publication. 

Acting Minister for Foreign Affaire asked whether anything should be said at 
Constantinople. It was not custom of Eussian Government to make such communica- 
tions to the Porte, but perhaps in this case it might be well to do so. 

Please give me your views. 

MINUTES. 


I cannot see any necessity for oommunicating the Convention before publication to the Porte 
which is in no way affected by it. 

I suppose we should communicate it to the Japanese Gk>v[ernmen]t and French 
Gov[emmen]t. 

W. B. 


Sit F, CampheU, 

What are your views as to making a communication to the Chinese G[overnmen]t? 


Sept. 3. 


L. M. 


I see no real neoesaity for it; but on the other hand there can be no harm in it, as we have 
decided to work with China or through China in regard to Tibet; and therefore recognize her 
suzerainty. As the Eussians appear to wish to make such a communication we can certainly 
a^ee. We have already jointly with the Eussians enquired at Peking as to the boundaries of 
Tibet, and we are to approach the Chinese G'ov[emment] formally in regard to prohibition of 
scientific missions into Tibet. This might be done at same time, 

F. A. 0, 

I think that the paramount consideration is secrecy at preaent—if texts are communicated 
it is sure to come out and then we should have to publish. 

On the other hand, we have already told Geoffray something and we should certainly inform 
the Japanese of the gist of the agreements as soon as maybe. 

If the Eussian G[ov 0 rnm 6 n]t agree to the above (supposing you approve) we might then draw 
up a telegram from MacDonald and instruct Bertie to make a verbal oomm[unioatio]n to 
M. Clemenceau. 

L. M, 

The Japanese Ambassador oommunioated to us the text of the Japanese agreement with 
Eussia. He should be told confidentially the substance of ours; he praotioally knows it ire^y 
from conversation with me; he might also be told that the whole will be published very soon. 

E. g1 


[ED. NOTE . — ^TeL No. 80 of September 6 to Sir Claude MacDonald directed him to explain 
the Agreement verbally to Japan. A telegram No, 100 of September 6 to Sir F. Bertie directed 
that explanations shwld be given to France, and a similar one was sent te the information of 
the Amir of Afghanisian. For the latter’s subsequent attitude, oh, XXVIt, pp, 574-7, and 
Bd. note.] 


[16942] 
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No. 520. 

Sir G. Hardinge to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private. 

My dear Nieo, Kimholton, September 4, 1907. 

I have received this morning three letters from you for which I thank you 
greatly, especially for the personal line which you wrote. 

I agree with you in thinking the conclusion of this Eussian Convention a most 
important and far-reaching business which will, I believe, be productive of the most 
beneficial results to us in the future. It has been the greatest pleasure to me to 
cooperate with such an old friend as you in a matter of which the realisation has been 
my dream for the last four years. I have been so imbued with the importance of an 
agreement with Russia that it was one of the reasons which induced me to give up 
the Embassy at St. P[etersburg] since I felt that I could do more by impressing my 
views on people at home, and I promised both Lamsdorff and the Emperor that 
I would do my level best to bring it about. It seems to me hardly credible that it 
is now done, but it is a great joy to think of it as being done. We have now to see 
that it is carried out and I am confident that in this Isvolsky will show as much 
loyalty as he has shown during the negotiations. 

I received this morning a letter from the King in which there was the following 
passage which I am delighted to send on to you : — 

“ I was delighted to get Grey’s and Nicolson’s cypher telegrams last night, 
telling me that the Anglo-Eussian Convention had been signed at St. Petersburg. 

It must be a great relief to your and Grey’s minds, and Nicolson deserves 
the greatest praise for having carried out these most difficult negotiations with 
such skill and perseverance. When you write to him please tell him how deeply 
I feel it. These last negotiations and the part he played last year at Algeciras place 
him in the front rank of our Diplomatists.” 

I have replied to him this morning saying that the E[oreign] 0[ffice] cordially 

agree with his appreciation of your services G) 

Tours ever, 

CHARLES HARDINGE. 

(1) [Carnock MSS.] 

G) [Tile closing aentenceB of the letter are of no importance.] 


No, 521. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/326. 

(No. 467.) St. Petershurgh, D. September 4, 1907. 

R. September 16, 1907. 

The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, Monsieur Goubastoff, gave me the day 
before yesterday a Draft of the communication which the two Governments might 
make to the Persian Government explanatory of the agreement concerning Persia. 
I had the honour to telegraph the full text in my Telegram No. 180 of the 2nd instant, (*) 
and I beg leave to transmit copy of the document. It told Monsieur Goubastoff that as 
' soon as I received yomr views I would let him know their tenour without delay, so 
that the Representatives at Tehran might receive the necessary instructions. It was, 
I added, of great importance that nothing should appear in the public press, by 
indiscretion, intentional or unintentional, until the Persian Government had rwseived 
the communication, and above all before the Ameer had received fr o m the Govern- 


(^) [u. supra f pp. 6V8-9, No. 518.] 
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ment of India the substance of the Afghan Convention. This latter condition was 
most essential. 

His Excellency said that he had understood from Monsieur Isvolsky that the 
“ Novoe Vremya ” might receive an outline of the Convention in 8 or 10 days time. 
I begged that no date should be fixed until I knew when the communication from 
tlje Government of India would reach the Ameer. My Government, I said, had 
telegraphed to ascertain the time Which it took for a communication to reach the 
Ameer, and as I believed the latter was on a tour, this time might have to be 
extended. 

- I am, nevertheless, doubtful if I shall succeed in securing that secrecy will be 
maintained for more than a few days. The Ministry is anxious to propitiate the 
“Novoe Vremya,” a widely read journal, and which of late has been attacking with 
some asperity the methods of Eussian diplomacy. It is for this reason that I trust, 
very shortly to receive your views as to the communication to be made to the Persian 
Government and also informed as to the date approximately when the Ameer will be 
in possession of official information in regard to the Convention. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 521. 


Proposed Joint Communication to he made to Persian Government hy British and 

Russian Governments. 

Les Gouvernements de Eussie et de la Grande Bretagne, desireux d’eviter tout 
motif de conflit entre leurs int^rets respectifs dans certaines regions de la Perse, 
contigues ou voisines a la fronti&re russe d’une part et aux frontiferes de I’Afghanistan 
et du Beloudjistan de 1’ autre, viennent de signer un arrangement amical k ce sujet. 

Dans cet accord les deux Gouvernements s’engagent mutuellement k respecter 
I’intSgrite et I’iaddpendance de la Perse et tSmoignent qu’Es ddsirent sinekrement 
le dkveloppement pacifique de ce pays, aussi bien que I’ktablissement permanent 
d’avantages kgaux pour le commerce et I’industrie de toutes les autres nations. 
Chacun des deux Etats s’engage en outre' k ne pas rechercher de concessions de 
quelque nature que ce soit dans les regions attenantes ou voisines aux frontikres de 
r autre; afin de prdvenir des malentendus k I’avenir et pour kviter de crker un ordre 
de choses qui pourrait mettre le Gouvernement Persan dans une situation 
embarrassante sous rm rapport quelconque, les rSgions susmentionnSes sont nettement 
dkfinies dans 1’ arrangement. Mentionnant les revenue qui sont affectSs au service des 
emprunts conclus par le Gouvernement Persan k la Banque d’Escompte et de Prkts 
de Perse et k la Banque Impkriale de Perse, les Gouvernements Eusse et Anglais 
reconnaissent que ces revenue seront afiectks k I’avenir au mkme but que par le passk. 
Les deux Gouvernements s'engageht kgalemeht, pour le cas d’irrkgularitSs dans 
ramortissement ou le paiement des %% des emprunts susmentionnks, d’entrer dans 
un ^change de vues amical afin de determiner d’un commun accord les mesures de 
controls qu’il serait necessaire de prendre et d’Sviter toute ingkrence qui ne serait 
pas conforme aux principes de cdt arrangement. 

En signant cet arrangement, les deux Etate n’dnt pas perdu de vue pour tin seul 
instant le principe fundamental du respect absolu de I’intfig^te et de riudSpehdanee 
de la Perse. L’arrangement n’a d’ autre but que eelui d’kviter toute cause de 
malentendus entre les Parties Conteaetantes sur le terrain des a&ires Persanes. Le 
Gouvernement du Schah se convaincra que 1’ accord survenu entre la Eussie etP Angles 
terre ne pourra que contribuer de la manikre la plus efficace k la sScuritS, k la 
prospkritk et au ddveloppement intdrieur de la Perse. . 

Veuillez-vous entendre avec votte Collkgue d’Angleterre qui se^ inuni par son 
.Gouvernement des mkmes instructions afin de faire au Gouvernement Persan une 
communication officielle identique rfidigde dans les termes du ja&erit t614gramme. 
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No. 522. 


Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 871/325. 

(No. 121.) Vienna, D. September 5, 1907. 

Sir, E. September 9, 1907. 

The news of the signature of the Anglo-Eussian Agreement has been favourably 
received by the Vienna Press. Although any criticism of its contents is not yet 
possible the mere fact that England and Eussia have come to an understanding 
relating, as is generally believed, to the Affairs of Central Asia and Persia, is held 
to be an event of the greatest political significance and one calculated to still further 
secure the general peace to which the recent meetings of Sovereigns and leading 
statesmen have already so largely contributed (^) 

I have, &c. 

E. GOSCHEN. 


(^) [The omitted paragraphs give summaries of Press notices.] 


No. 523. 

Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (^) 

Dear Sir Edward Grey, Marienbad, September 5, 1907. 

M. Iswolsky arrived today in Marienbad to tave the honour of lunching with 
the King. As His Excellency arrived at 12, and luncheon was not till 1 o’clock, 
I invited him to my hotel and took the opportunity of having some conversation 
with him. Of course we talked at once of the Convention, which, as I reminded 
him, had been foreshadowed in a conversation between His Majesty and himself 
at a lunch at the British Legation in Copenhagen when he and I were colleagues 
together. I told him that I was sure that it was greatly owing to his tact and 
conciliatory ^ spirit and to the broadminded views, which he has always displayed 
in our political talks together at Copenhagen, that this eminently useful work had 
been brought to a successful conclusion ; and I admired the courage and patience 
which had enabled him to triumph over all the difficulties and opposition which 
lay in his path. He admitted that the difficulties had been great, and that he 
had sometimes been almost in despair. He was under the impression that we 
thought him too German, and he knew that the Germans thought him too English, 
but as a matter of fact he was Eussian, and his only idea was to do the beSi for 
his country. He said that the idea of the arrangement had at the beginning been 
most distasteful to Germany, and that it had required all the patience at his 
command to withstand the continual “hammering” to which he had been subjected 
from Berlin, and to remain at the same time good friends with Germany, In this 
he had been much helped by his old colleague, M. de Schoen, who had always 
done his beet to make tilings as little unpleasant as possible. Alln/liTig to Nioolson, 
he said that a wiser choice of negotiator could not possibly have been made. He 
had always been good tempered and friendly, and had never lost patience for a 
single moment, displaying at the same time political sagacily and insist of the 
highest order. He had always thoroughly understood and appreciated the 
difficulties of his (M. Iswolsky’s) position in view of the state of EiMskn ipt^al 
politics, and had always touched the right mrte when discords might have been 
produced by a less sure hand. He congratulated himself that he had to do ^y^ih 
a man so eminently qualified in every way to carry on such dlfeult imd de&aie 


G) [Oamook MSS.] 
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negotiations. Eeturning to the Convention itself, he said that his troubles were by 
no means over. He was sure that he would be subjected to violent criticism. The 
liberal party in Bussia, to which, as I might remember, he belonged in spirit, was 
now, and always had been, in favour of an agreement with Great Britain; from 
them he would receive every support. But the military party and the general staff 
were to a man against him, and from them and the reactionary party generally 
he expected an avalanche of criticism as soon as the Convention was published. 
To him the chief significance of the arrangement was peace in the Far East, and 
time for the political and military regeneration of the Empire. Talking of the Par 
East, he said that he had moments of depression when fears would come into his 
mind lest the zeal of the more distant agents of both countries might outrun their 
■discretion, and so give rise to incidents of an unpleasant nature. Such occurrences 
were by no means rare in remote districts. He himself was firmly resolved to do 
•all in his power to prevent all cause for friction, and to see that the Convention 

was carried out not only in the letter, but also in the spirit. He trusted that His 

Majesty’s Government would do the same, and that in any case the greatest patience 
would be exercised on both aides. 

In Persia he anticipated considerable difficulty. The lanpage of the Articles 
of the Convention dealing with that country had been chosen with the greatest care : 
nevertheless there were certain clauses which could not fail to be somewhat 
tmpalatable to the Persian Government. Any difficulties which might arise, however, 
would easily be met if the two Signatory Powers remained firm and united. His 

Excellency here hinted that he was by no means easy in his mind with regard to 

■German action in Persia. The German Government seemed to him to be too busy 
there, and to be anxious to gain a footing totally out of proportion to their actual 
interests. He also gave me to understand that sooner or later he would have to 
come to some definite arrangement with them with regard to Persian matters. 
His Excellency added that it had been reported to him that the Germans had been 
at the bottom of the trouble on the Persian frontier, with a vi6w_ to stepping in 
as mediators and so increasing their influence and prestige in Persia. He did not 
exactly believe this report, but still he could not banish it from his mind, and it 
made him uneasy. 

M. Iswolsky then turned to the European situation. He said that, though the 
Convention chiefly dealt with the Far East and distant countries, he hoped that 
it would make its effect felt also nearer Home. He was eminently satisfied with 
your statements on the subject of Macedonia, and with what he had heard of 
Sir Charles Hardinge’s conversations with Baron d’Aehrenthal, and as long as His 
Majesty’s Government remained in the same mind in which he understood them 
now to be all would go well. He knew how much you were urged to go forward, 
and how much pressure was brought to bear on His Majesty’s Government in that 
direction. But he hoped and trusted that you would continue to resist this pressure. 
Bussia was bound to keep well with Austria in the Near East Question, and both 
countries had to be careful as regards Germany. He had received most satisfactory 
assurances of support from Prince Bulow, but he felt that that support depended 
on a thread, and that a too forward and too hasty policy might defeat its own end, 
and lead to the stiffening of the Sultan’s back by Germany and consequent protracted 
opposition and delay. “ As long as we all remain united all will be well, but the 
■slightest sign of want of unity amongst the Powers will have fatal results. 8o 
that if you have an opportunity of writing to Sir E. Grey I hope yow will beg him 
not to increase the ‘tempo.’ ” : i; 

I asked him how the Judicial Eeforms were getting on. He replied that it 
had been his wish that the two Ambassadors should have presented a complete 
project to their colleagues. This, however, had not been found altogether possible, 
and some alternative claases had been introduced in the^ project* ; Ito of course 
meant a certain delay, which was regrettable but u»av<»dahle. - 1 v 

Th speaking of the difficulties and hard work df his' pdtft;*' iR Iswolsky toudhed 
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on the preliminary negotiations with regard to the Hague Conference. These, he 
said, had cost him more anxiety and labour than all his other work put together. 
He told me that, to his great surprise, he had found that in the matter of the 
Armaments discussion Baron d’Aehrenthal had been more recalcitrant and more 
obstinate than Prince Billow. He said that it had been generally understood that 
Austria’s policy had been more or less dictated from Berlin. All he could say was 
that if this was true Baron d’Aehrenthal “had greatly exceeded his instructions! ’’ 
and that at one time, owing to His Excellency’s attitude he had almost given up 
all hope of the Conference assembling at all. 

After luncheon M. Iswolsky had a private audience with the King, at the 
conclusion of which His Majesty presented him with a Grand Cross of the Victorian 
Order. M. Iswolsky expressed to me afterwards his deep appreciation of this 
distinction and his high sense of the gracious and kindly reception which had been 
accorded to him by His Majesty. 

Before leaving Marienbad M. Iswolsky said to me that he must give something 
to the Press. They were clamouring for information as to the Convention in Eussia, 
and some even of the more moderate papers were joining their reactionary 
contemporaries in abusing him for his silence. I was rather against making any 
communication, but I admitted that, if it was limited to generalities, there could 
be no harm in it. We therefore drew up a very vague statement to the effect 
that the Convention would not be published until after its ratification, but that 
everyone might rest assured that it contained nothing which could possibly arouse 
the susceptibilities of any Power whatsoever, that it was designed to eliminate in 
the future all grounds for misunderstandingB between the two countries, and that- 
it thus formed a fresh guarantee for the preservation of the general peace. 

I am glad to be able to report that the cure has, as usual, agreed wonderfully 
with the Eng, and that His Majesty both looks and is in the very best of health. 
His Majesty leaves for England to-morrow afternoon. 

Yours very sincerely, 

W. E. GOSCHEN. 


No. 524. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 

F.O. 371/372. Foreign Office, September 7, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 108.) D. 3-15 p.m. 

Your Tel[e^am] No. 246 of Sep[temb8r] 6.(^) 

Anglo-Eussian Convention. 

It is very important to delay publication of any portion until that re8p[6Ctin]g 
Afghanistan has been comm[unicat6]d officially to Amir. This will take about 
16 days. 

You should concert with your Eussian colleague who is receiving similar 
instructions as to making identic official commurdcation to Persian Gov[ernmen]t 
in following terms : 

“The Gov[ernmen]te of G[rea]t Britain and Eussia desiring to avoid 
any cause of conflict between their respective interests in certain regions of 
Persia contiguous with or in the immediate neighbourhood of frontiers of 
Afghanistan and of Beluchistan or Beluchistan on the one hand, and of 
Eussian frontier on the other, have signed a friendly arrangement on the- 
subject. 

(^) [Hot teptoduDed. Sir C. Spring-Bice referred in this telegram to the danger of 'sUowinj' 
a “ long interval to pass between announcement of signature and an eicplanatory 8tatemeot'.”i:. Sfe 
euggests publication of an official cxnnmuniqui through Beuter and the Bussian Telegraph Aj^ency. J 



585 


‘ ‘ In that Agreement the two Governments mutually agree to the strict 
integrity and independence of Persia, and testify that they sincerely desire the 
pacific ( ? development) of that country as well as the permanent establishment 
of equal advantages for the commerce and industry of all other nations. Each 
of the two States further engages not to seek concessions of any nature 
whatsoever in the regions adjoining or in the neighbourhood of the frontiers 
of the other. In order to prevent misunderstandings in the future, and to 
avoid creating an order of things which might place the Persian Government 
in an embarrassing situation in any respect whatever, the above-mentioned 
regions are clearly defined in the Arrangement. In mentioning the revenues 
which are affected to the loans concluded by Persian Government with the 
Discount and Loan Bank and with Imperial Bank of Persia, the Eussian and 
British Governments recognize that these revenues will be in the future affected 
to the same purpose as in the past. And the two Governments equally engage, 
in the case of irregularities in the amortization or in the payment of interest 
of above-mentioned loan, to enter on a friendly exchange of views in order to 
determine by common agreement the measures of control which it would be 
necessary to take, and to avoid all interference which would not be in 
conformity with the principles of that Arrangement. 

“In signing that Arrangement, the two States have not for a moment 
lost sight of the fundamental principle of the absolute respect of the integrity 
and the independence of Persia. The Arrangement has no other object than 
that of avoiding any cause of misunderstanding between the Contracting Parties, 
on the ground of Persian affairs. The Government of the Shah will convince 
itself that the agreement arrived at between Eussia and Great Britain can but 
contribute in the most efficacious manner to the security, the prosperity, and 
the ulterior development of Persia.” ’ 

You should request Persian Gov[ernmen]t to consider this information as 
confidential until publication here. 

If Persian Gov[ernmen]t enquire as to definition of regions adjoining respective 
frontiers you may communicate following details : — 

Eussian line starts from Kasr-i-Shirin crosses and includes Isfahan Yezd and Kaplik 
ending at point on Persian frontier at intersection of Eussian and Afghan 
frontiers. 

British line goes from Afghan frontier vil Gazik, Birjand, Kerman ending at 
Bunder Abbas. 


No. 625. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

E.O. 371/325. 

(No. 458.) St. Petersburgh, D. September 7, 1907. 

Sir, E. September 16, 1907. 

I called on M. Goubastoff yesterday, and told him that His Majesty’s Government 
accepted the communication which the Eussian Government proposed should be made 
to the Persian Government in regard to the arrangement reqently cofidtided betweeti 
Great Britain and Eussia concerning Persia. (^) I added that you were, of opinion 
that in the event of the Persian Government requiting to be furnished with informa- 
tion regarding the delimitation of the two zones, the Eussian and Britisih itepresen- 
tatives at Tehran might supply the desired details. , 

(1) [v. supra, pp. 678-9, No. 518, and p. 581, No. 621, snel,, asd 5^/^, pp.' *589-90, 
No. 529, enc?.] ' > 
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M. GoubastofE said he quite agreed with this suggestion and asked if he could 
now telegraph instructions to M. de Hartwig. I replied that he could do so, as my 
Government would send similar instructions to Sir C. Spring-Eice as soon as they 
heard from me that the Eussian Government were in accord. 

I told M. GoubastofE that M. Isvolsky had asked me to enquire of His Majesty’s 
Government whether they would have any objection to a joint communication being 
made to the Chinese Government by the two Eepresentatives of the Arrangement 
regarding Thibet. (^) I had received a telegram from you to say that you agreed with 
this course and had suggested that the two Eepresentatives might take advantage of 
the opportunity to approach the Chinese Government in regard to the prohibition of 
scientific Missions. M. GoubastofE said that two or three days ago the text of the 
Thibet Arrangement had been despatched by post to the Eussian Minister at Peking, 
where it would arrive in 18 or 20 days, and he had been informed that he would 
later receive instructions by telegraph. He enquired if Sir J. Jordan would be in 
possession of the text. I replied that I could not say for certain : but if not, he could 
doubtless procure a copy from his Eussian colleague. I suggested that Monsieur 
Goubaetoff should telegraph to the Eussian Minister in a few days to concert with 
Sir J. Jordan in the sense His Majesty’s Government desired, and he promised to 
do so. 

I said there was another point on which I wished to apeak to him, and that was 
in regard to the communications to be made to the Powers. Monsieur Isvolsky had 
proposed that, apart from the joint communication at Tehran and at Pekin, each 
Government should be at liberty to communicate the Convention to those Powers 
whom it might select. My Government saw no objection to this on condition that the 
communication should be verbal and strictly confidential, and that the Powers in 
general should not be made acquainted with the text of the Convention until a few 
days before its publication. Monsieur GoubastofE said that the Eussian Government 
would like to give the French Government a general idea of the Convention : and I 
replied that I was sure that my Government would not object to this course on the 
conditions above stated. I should like, I said, to add privately that it would be wise 
to say nothing at Washington as it was most difficult to prevent leakages there. 
I left with Monsieur GoubastofE a “ Notice,” of which I have the honour to enclose a 
copy in regard to the subjects on which I had spoken to him. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 525. 

Notice communicated by Sir A. Nicolson to M. Oubastov. 

Le Gouvernement Britannique aeeepte le projet de communication k fairs au 
Gouvernement Persan. Si ce dernier demande k savoir le tracd des zones respeetives, 
les deux Eepresentants, a I’avis du Gouvernement Britannique, peuvent y donner 
suite. 

Le Gouvernement Britannique est prfit 5, donner des instructions au Ministre 
Anglais 9. Pdkin de se concerter avec son Collogue de Eussie pour eommuniquer en 
commun au Gouvernement Ghinois I’arrangement concemant le Thibet. Les deux 
EeprSsentants pourraient en m§me temps causer avec le Gouvernement Chinois au 
sujet de I’interdiction des missions seientifiques. 

Le Gouvernement Britannique pense qu’il serait mieux de ne pas eommuniquer le 
texts de la Convention aux autres Puissances que quelques jours avant le publicatioU :' 
mais il ne voit pas d’objection 9, une communication verbals, mais 9 titre tout 9 fait 
confidential et secret, du sens de la Convention aux Puissances avec lesqueU'es les deite 
Gouvemements ont des relations intimes, II est tr9s essentiel de prier ces Puipancee 
4e garder le s^ret. 

(®) [». supra, p. 579. No. 519, and min..] 
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La communication a I’Amir sera faite prochainement, et comme I’Amir est en 
tourn§e dans son pays on estime 16 jours avant que le texte de la Convention soit 
entre ses mains. 

Saint-PStershourg, le 24 ao'iitiG Septembre, 1907. 


No. 626. 


Lord Morley to Sir A. Nicolson. 

JPrivate.(^) 

Dear Sir Arthur, September 7, 1907. 

Your welcome word of friendly salutation (Aug[ust] 30) finds me on Lake 
Leman — ^my first holiday since we got our seals. It just anticipated a letter from 
me to you, to offer you my very warm congratulations on success in an extremely 
Arduous and complex series of operations. For patience, resource, and tenacity, 
the sight of your work has been a liberal education to me. I should guess that it 
is one of the most skilful performances in the records of our British diplomacy. 

I fancy that the fight in England will centre on Persia; but on that chapter, 
the contention will all turn on geographical details that will not much stir the 
Man in the Street, so long as the Gulf is left where it is. And on the general 
issue, public opinion will cordially approve. As you say, the results will depend 
■on the spirit in which the thing is taken by officers and agents on the ground. 
We can hardly count on very loyal acquiescence on the part of the “majority” 

who gave trouble on the night of your serious hitch. And on the other hand, 

I shall have to keep a very vigilant eye in my diocese. 

The Amir is 16 days from Simla, so he has not yet got the communication 

which we instructed L[or]d Minto to make to him. I hope he will not be 

troublesome, but he may be slow. 

We owe you a great debt, — mean the coimtry. Grey, — and perhaps I for 
the moment, — ^have respectable characters with the directing classes. So I am in 
good heart. 

Yours very sincerely, 

JOHN MOBLEY. 


(1) [Carnook MSS.] 


No. 527. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/325. 

{No. 437.) Secret. ■ Paris, D. September 9, 1907. 

■Sir, E. September 10, 19071. ■ 

I showed to the President of the Council this morning a snmnMay , ^ 

Anglo-Eussian Convention signed on the Slst ultimo. : ; : 

Monsieur Clemenoeau promised to keep secret the informaMoa I ;h8d 

given him and he said that he thought that it was very satisfaotwy .tes have settled 
the questions with which the Convention de«ilt partaeohiidy that Persia, as it 
cleared the ground for a discussion of the question of the Bagdad, «hd 

the Persian Gulf which latter would really be the important if it were raised. 
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I observed to His Excellency that our policy in regard to the Persian Gult 
had been publicly declared by both political parties in England, and if any Power 
showed an inclination to oppose our interests as thus publicly defined it would mean 
that that Power desired to seek a quarrel with us. 

I have, &c. 

FEANCIS BEETIE. 

MINUTE. 

Sir F. Bertie was justified in saying what he did, but as we are shortly going to publish a 
declaration about the Persian Gulf, we need not say anything more meanwhile. ( ) 


(1) [The declaration as to the Persian Gulf was published on September 26, with the text of 
the treaty. It is printed swpra, pp. 501-2, No. 455.] 


No. 528. 

Sir, C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

Tehran, September 10, 1907. 

F.o. Bnjsn. 

Tel (No. 252.) , 

I am informed that opposition to agreement would be much counteracted if 
the two Powers would consent to join Persia in asking adherence of other Powers 
to clause respecting independence etc as this would be regarded as pledge of good 
faith and proof that we mean principles in question to be part of public law and 
not subject to the will of two Powers. 

(Sent to India.) 


No. 529. 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

E.O. 871/873. 

(No. 199.) Gulahek, D. September 13, 1907. 

Sir, R- September 80, 1907. 

I have the honour to state that on receipt of your telegram No. 108 of the 
7th instant, (*) relative to the Anglo-Russian agreement, I called on the Russian 
Minister with a view to drawing up an identic note, in the terms of your instructions, 
for confidential communication to the Persian Government. 

Monsieur de Hartwig had received a telegram from his Government containing 
instructions as to the terms of the note. His Chancery had been unable to decypher it 
and I accordingly gave him a copy of the text as telegraphed by you. 

As some delay would have been caused by a further reference to St. Petersburg, 
which we were both anxious to avoid in view of the prevailing excitement caused by 
the news of the signature of the convention, he agreed to send in a note in Persian 
(translation enclosed) which was drawn up by Abbas Kuli Khan and the Oriental 
Secretary of the Russian Legation, in the terms of your instruction. 

I suggested two slight alterations to which he agreed, and which, I trust, will meet 
with you[r] approval. The first was the insertion of a clause relative to concessions. 
We thought it advisable to make a reference to the fact that foreign concessions were 
forbidden by the constitution without the consent of the Assembly, and we have 
consequently, in our note, inserted the proviso “if the Persian Government agi^s to 
foreign concessions at all.” The second had reference to the arrangement in the 
eventuality of the non-pajxuent of the interest on English and Russian loans. W© 

(*) tci supra, pp. S84-5, No. 624.] 
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thought it better to avoid using the word “control” which might have been 
misunderstood, and we consequently agreed on a wording which alluded to the 
measures to be taken according to international law for safeguarding the interests of 
creditors. 

We progose to inform the Foreign Minister that he is at liberty to explain to the 
Assembly, which is pressing for information, that the two Governments have 
communicated an explanatory memorandum setting forth the general objects of the 
agreement, and that the text will be confidentially communicated when it is received. 

I informed Monsieur de Hartwig that I had heard that the popular leaders desired , 
as a pledge of good faith, that the adhesion of other Governments should be obtained. 
We both agreed that, as the arrangement would be no doubt of&cially communicated 
to the great Powers of Europe, it would be advisable to take advantage 
of this formality in order to enable the Persian Government to assure the public that 
the clause in the preamble, as to the independence and integrity of Persia, and freedom 
and equality of trade and commerce, was concurred in by other European Nations, 
and could be therefore regarded as containing a principle accepted by all the Nations 
of the world. It might even be possible to associate the Persian Government itself in 
the formal communication. I ventured to telegraph to you on the subject which appears 
to me to be of some importance if we wish to avoid arousing popular opposition in this 
country to the agreement we have concluded. 

I Venture to add that the opposition excited in China and in Morocco to the recent 
agreements concerning those countries has not passed without notice from the Persian 
press, and that it may possibly be thought advisable by the English and Russian 
Governments to take into consideration local feeling and the amour -profre of a 
sensitive people in making their final arrangements with regard to this country. 

I have, (fee. 

CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Enclosure in No. 529. 

Translation of joint note addressed hy British and Russian Legations to 

Persian Government. (‘j 

P.0 . 371/378. September 11, 1907. 

The Governments of Great Britain and Russia, desiring to avoid any cause of 
conflict between their respective interests in certain regions in Persia contiguous to, or 
in the immediate neighbourhood of, [the] frontiers of Afghanistan and Baluchistan, 
on the one hand, and the Russian frontier, on the other hand, have signed a friendly 
agreement on the subject. 

In that agreement the two Governments mutually agree to the strict integrity and 
independence of Persia and testify that they sincerely desire the pacific development 
of that country as well as the permanent establishment of equal advantages for 
commerce and industry of all other nations. Each of the two States further enga^s, 
in case the Persian Government grants concessions to foreigners, not to seek concessions 
adjoining, or in the neighbourhood of, the frontiers of the other. In order to prevent 
misunderstandings in future and to avoid creating an order of things which might 
place the Persian Government in an embarrassing situation in any respect whatever, 
the above-mentioned regions are clearly defined in the arrangement. In mentioning 
the revenues which are affected to the loans concluded by the Persian Gov[ernmen]t 
with the Discount and loan Bank and the Imperial Bank of Persia, the Russian and 
British Governments recognize that these revenues will be in fnture affected to the 
same purpose as in the past and the two Governments equally engage in tbe case of 
irregularities in the amortization or in the payment of interest ef tlqe abpye.-paentioned 
loans to enter on a friendly exchange of views in order tb ^terimne by. common 

f2) [PrinW in A. of P. (1912-18), CXXII, «Jd. 6CW7), pp.'Sl-^j Wi 102 (1918), 

pp. 906-7.] . , . f , i . 
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agreement the measures whkh, in conformity with the law of Nations, it would be 
necessary to take in order to safeguard the interests of the creditors and to avoid 
all interference which would not be in conformity with the principles of that 
arrangement. 

In signing that arrangement the two States have not for a moment lost sight of 
the fundamental principle of absolute respect of the integrity and independence of 
Persia. The arrangement has no other object than that of avoiding any cause of 
misunderstanding between the contracting parties on the ground of Persian affairs. 
The Government of the Shah will convince himself that the agreement arrived at 
between Eussia and Great Britain can but contribute in the most efficacious manner to 
the security of the prosperity and the ultimate development of Persia. 


[ED, NOTE . — On September 4, Sir C. Spring-Bice had sent a previous explanatory letter to 
the Persian Minister for Foreign Afiaira. He reported this in his despatch No. 202 of September 13 ^ 
infra, pp. 590-2, No. 530, but did not send a copy of the actual communication. The text was, 
however, published at the time in the Persian press and was reprinted in B. G. Browne : The 
Persian Revolution (1910), pp. 190-2, where the date is given as September 5. As the result 
of a debate in the House of Commons on December 14, 1911 {Pari. Deh., 5th Scr., VoL 32. 
p. 2600), inquiries were made by the Foreign Office and a copy of the letter obtained 
(F.O. 4266/4266/12/34). In a debate in the House of Commons on February 21, 1912, Sir E. Grey 
stated that the letter was an unofficial communication, and that Sir C. Spring-Rice “ regarded 
it as so unofficial that he did not send it home at the time, and that is why I never saw it.”" 
(Pari Deh., 5th 8er., VoL 34, pp. 672-3.)] 


No. 530. 

Sir C. S'pring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/873. 

(No. 202.) Gulahek, D, September 13, 1907. 

Sir, E. September 30, 1907. 

For some time past, owing to rumours of the impending conclusion of an 
Anglo-Eussian agreement respecting Persia, there has been some excitement in 
political circles here. The reassuring statements made by yourself and Monsieur 
Isvolsky to the Mushir ul Mulk do not appear to have been known. I communicated 
to the Foreign Minister the sense of those statements of which you had been good 
enough to inform me : but he does not appear to have given them publicity. 

On the 2nd instant it was rumoured in the town that the agreement had been 
signed on August 31st, and it was added that the two Powers had agreed to 
divide Persia into spheres of influence and that intervention would take place 
immediately. 

I had taken for granted that I should have been informed either by you, Sir, 
or by Sir A. Nicolson of the signature of the agreement and therefore stated in 
reply to inquiries that I had had no information of the signature, which I 
accordingly did not believe had taken place, and that in any case there could be no 
question of a division of Persia, or of intervention. In order to put a stop to such 
rumours I again communicated in writing to the Minister for Foreign Affairs a 
statement of the assurances made by the two Governments to the Shah’s special 
envoy ; and I took measures to make this statement generally known. 

On the 2nd instant Monsieur de Hartwig informed me that he had received ' 
the official notification of the signature and that the two Legations would receive 
instructions by messenger as to the manner of the communication to the Persian 
Government. We agreed that in the present state of public opinion a long delay 
;wpuj[d be inadvisable in view of the growing excitement, as to which we hw both 
Wseived abundant evidence. We informed our Governments accordingly. 
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On September 4th I received from the Foreign Office the formal notification 
of the signature. In the meantime although public opinion should, as it would 
seem, have been fully occupied by the murder of the Attabek, and the formation 
of a new Government, the question of the Anglo-Eussian agreement was discussed 
in the Majlis and in the secret societies, and according to the information which 
reached me from various quarters, the comments generally made were hostile to 
the two Governments and generally of a very virulent character, especially against 
England who was regarded as having sold Persia to Eussia and as having betrayed 
the cause of Persian independence. In view of the impotence of the Government 
and the general state of disorder which prevails in the country, I considered that 
energetic measures were necessary in order to put a stop, if possible, to the growing 
excitement. 

I called on a gentleman connected with the political societies who had been 
deputed to interrogate Mr. Churchill as to the attitude of His Majesty’s Government. 

He said that his friends had been accustomed to look to England for sympathy 
and support, and that they were convinced that England was vitally interested in the 
maintenance of Persian power. The news of the conclusion of the agreement was a 
great blow to them. However disguised, it meant that Eussia was given a free hand 
in the North, that is over the seat of Government, and that England had definitely 
withdrawn her opposition to Eussian aggression in return for a share of the spoil. 
This meant for Persia a hopeless situation : she had no means of resistance and would 
have to yield once and for all to Eussian control. 

I explained to him at length the nature and objects of the agreement : that you 
had elaborately discussed its provisions with the Mushir ul Mulk,(^) that it secured the 
formal recognition of the independence and integrity of Persia, and the principle of 
the open door, and that it contained a provision that neither party should attempt tO' 
obtain concessions in the frontier provinces injurious to the other. I pointed out that 
the agreement was but one of many, all couched in similar terms, and all niTning at 
the maintenance of the status quo in Asia, and a final conclusion of the policy of 
aggression which had so long been pursued by the European nations, with such 
deplorable results both to themselves and to the Asiatic peoples. I said that there 
was nothing in the agreement to wound the susceptibilities of the Persian people 
and that agreements of a somewhat similar character had been made by the Great 
Powers with regard to some smaller European nations, which had had the happiest 
results. I urged that if Persia took advantage of the new situation created by the 
agreement, she would be able henceforth, without fear of interference, to devote 
herself to the task of reform and progress. 

He listened with attention and promised to repeat what I had said, but he added 
that the Assembly would expect to be consulted. 

I said that I had just heard from you that a confidential communication should be 
immeffiately made by the two Legations to the Persian Government explaining the 
provisions of the agreement and that the actual text, as soon as it was received, 
would be confidentially communicated to the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs who 
would no doubt consult the secret committee of the Assembly. It was the duty, I 
said, of the leaders of public opinion to explain to the people that until the text* of 
the a^eement was known they should reserve their judgment, and above all it was 
essential that nothing should be done or said to inflame public resentment against 
foreigners, as any attack on them would lead to those very consequences which we all 
wished to prevent. 

He assured me that the popular leaders were fully aware of the danger, but that 
they were deeply imbued with the distrust of Eussia, and that their confidence in 
England had received a rude shock. ^ I asked him if he thought that England had 
done_ a disservice to Persia in securing a formal recognition of her independence 
and integrity and whether England would have done more few the popular cause in 

(*) [cp. supra, pp. 474~5, No. 427.1 
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refusing to negotiate with Eussia, in openly encouraging the popular movement, and 
in thus giving Eussia a pretext — and more than a pretext — for interfering by force 
of arms. Eussia had, I firmly believed, been actuated throughout the negotiations 
by the determination not to intervene by force : and this was mainly due to the 
abstention by England from any form of interference. Finally the agreement had 
been concluded and Persia was relieved for ever from the fear of foreign intervention 
as long as she respected the lives and the properties of foreign residents. 

With regard to the special arrangements made between England and Eussia, 
their object was to avoid for ever all causes of friction arising from the mutual fear 
that each would use undue influence in Persia to secure advantages detrimental to the 
other. This competition had had the most deplorable effect on Persia : it had been the 
cause of the loans which had ruined her finances, and of the diplomatic pressure 
which had impaired her independence. I hoped it would be now at an end. 

He replied that if things were as I stated the agreement would be an advantage 
to Persia. But I knew, he said, that the Persian people were now determined to grant 
no further concessions to foreigners. I said if this were so the agreement as to 
concessions would fall to the ground and be no longer necessary, but we had to 
consider the possibility of a breakdown of the new institutions and a return to the 
old system. For that event we had provided, by binding ourselves not to ask for 
concessions injurious to each other. There was nothing in that offensive to the 
Persian people. He agreed, but said that it would be wise to insert a clause to the 
effect that if foreign Concessions were given, the two Governments would not ask for 
concessions mutually injurioue.*' 

He then said that his friends were agreed that although a guarantee by England 
and Eussia was of undoubted value, it would be of more value, and inspire more 
confidence, if other Powers were invited to adhere to it. It was the intention of the 
Persian people, or at any rate of his friends, to demand the recognition of these 
principles, not by the two Powers alone, but by all the Great Powers of Europe. He 
hoped that no obstacle would be placed in the way of this project by the English 
Government, I have informed you of this suggestion, which has reached me from 
many sources, in my telegram No. 252 of the 10th instant. (^) The reasons which he 
urged for making this proposal were mainly based on the popular conviction that a 
dual arrangement between England and Eussia could easily be changed from one of 
non-intervention to one of joint intervention ; but that if the adherence of other Powers 
was invited, this would be regarded as a proof that the clause ae to the independence 
and integrity was not, ae was thought, a mere blind, but was seriously intended to be 
a fundamental principle to be solemnly incorporated in the public law of nations. 

I have, (fee. 

CECIL SPEING-EICE. 


(2) f-y. a^ipra, p, 588, No. 528.] 


No. 531. 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey> 

E.O. 371/312. 

(No. 203.) Oulahehf D. Sepiemher 13, 1907. 

Sir, E. Septemler 30, 1907. 

I have the honour to report that the local press is taking up a violent attitude 
against His Majesty's Government in connection with the conclusion of the entmU 
With Eussia. I enclose translations by Mr. Smart of articles which have appeared in 
the Hablul-Matin of Tehran. (^) Similar articles are appearing in other newspapers. 
You will observe that Eussia is hardly mentioned, and that the articles are directed 


(^) [Not reproduced.] 
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almost entirely against England. The mention of the fact that Isfahan and 
Kermanshah are included in the Eussian line points to foreign inspiration. No 
mention has been made of such a provision by any member of this Legation. The 
Saad-ed-Dowleh, as I have already pointed out is in close connection with the 
“Hablul Matin” and has strong Eussian sympathies. The Court party will of 
course do their best to irritate public opinion against England, and thus to put an 
end to the Enghsh sympathies of the popular party, and, per contra, to alienate the 
sympathies of England from her former friends. 

The task is not a difficult one. It appears quite impossible to convince popular 
opinion that Eussia will ever desist from her designs on Persia and her new liberties. 
The fact that the liberal Government of liberal England has made an agreement 
with Eussia about Persia is quoted as a proof that there has been a corrupt bargain 
by which England, for certain practical advantages, abandons Persia to Eussian 
control in spite of all her promises to the contrary, and in spite of the natural 
sympathy of a people already free for one which is struggling for freedom. 

The result of the agreement, as I have had the honour to point out on several 
occasions, will probably be to create a very strong feeling of indignation against 
England and Englishmen — far stronger in fact than against Eussia, who is not 
accused of disguising her policy or of ever having seriously pretended to friendship 
for the Persian people, or a desire for Persian prosperity and independence. 

I trust that, on reflection, a different view may be taken, but there can be no 
doubt as to the present current of public opinion, or as to the fact that England will 
be held responsible for any action which Eussia may take in the future agaiust Persia 
or in support of the Shah against the popular party. And as England is less an object 
of fear than Eussia, it is probable that Persian irritation will be directed against 
England as the safer course. 

I have, &e. 

CECIL SPEING-EICE. 

MINUTES. 

The annoyance of the Persians at not being able to play off Russia against PngloTia any 
more to their own advantage was to be foreseen but there does not appear to be any cause for 
alarm at the irritation displayed towards England. 

C. H. 

And aU this was written before the text of the Agreement was known in Persia; we are 
told it has been well received there. 

B. a. 


No. 532. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 


Private. (^) 

My dear Sir Edward, September 13, 1907. 

I congratulate you on the signature and I hope you are enjoying a well deserved 
rest. Your difficulties are over for the time. I venture however to warn you that 
difficulties here may be beginning. It is not necessary after Moroccan experience 
to point out why. The Persians are bepnning an agitation which may be 
formidable; that is formidable to the English here or who have interests here. 
There is the further consideration of the effect of the agreement on Mohammedan 
public feeling here and in Afghanistan. This of course you are preparedij^i 

Hartwig shares my feelings. He says it is difficult to persuade his govemm^it 
that Persia has changed. They seem to believe that the oM state of tbiuga 


(1) [Grey MSS., Vol. 81.] 


2 Q 


[16942] 
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continueB to exist and that Persian public feeling can be safely ignored because 
the Persian people are not serious. A child with a match box is not a serious 
person but he can be a dangerous one. That depends not on the child but on the 
matches. In this case the matches do burn. 

I do not wish. to be alarmist but it is impossible to ignore what is happening 
here ; the entire disorganization of government, the feud between Shah and people ; 
the conviction that Eussia is secretly on the side of the Shah, and that the Shah 
is determined to organize disorder throughout the country in order to bring on 
intervention; the belief that the two European Governments are privy to the plan 
and have made their arrangements to profit by it. 

If we take no measures to safeguard our interests and our people we do not 
know what may happen at any moment. If we do take such measures we are 
accused of preparing for annexation and a division of Persian territory with Eussia. 
We are worse off than the Eussians because we are not feared as they are and 
because we are regarded as having betrayed the Persian people. All assurances 
English and Eussian are regarded as so many blinds and it is unfortunately true 
that though the Eussian Government has made the most satisfactory promises 
and explanations those who are supposed to be in the confidence of Eussia and 
are known to frequent the Euesian Legation are the open enemies of the new order 
of things which the Persians are so proud of and to which they look to cure all 
the ills of the country. And we are supposed to be aceomplicee, for our own advantage 
and for a consideration C) 

Yours sincerely, 

C. A. SPRING-RICE. 

(^) [The rest of this letter refers to personal affairs and opinions.] 


No. 583. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 

JF.O. 371/372. Foreign Office, September 14, 1907. 

Tel. (No. 117.) D. 2 p.m. 

(Agreement respecting Persia.) 

Your telegram No. 252. (^) 

We would not favour such a course which would give Powers, especially 
Germany, excuse for interfering in Persian affairs. You should discourage idea, 
and if approached you should say that a formal Agreement between the two Powers 
chiefly interested in Persia owing to their geographical position should be ample, 
and that we should regard such a request from Persian Government as amounting 
to a slur on our good faith. 

Eussian Government have promised to instruct Eussian Minister to conform 
his attitude to yours. 


(1) [t!. aupra, p. 688, No. 628.] 


No. 534. 

Sir A. Nicokon to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/372. 

(No. 476.) St. Peterahurgh, D. September 14, 1907. 

Sir, E. September 30, 1907. 

I called on Monsieur Goubastow yesterday and mentioned to him that 
information had readied Sir C. Spring-Eice that the arrangement which had been 
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concluded, between the Governments of Great Britain and Russia in regard to Persia 
would be rendered more acceptable to the Persian Government if other Governments 
were invited to join in the recognition of the integrity and independence of that 
■coimtry. I also gave His Excellency the substance of the reply which you proposed 
to send to the above suggestion, and left with him an Aide-mSmoire of which I 
have the honour to enclose a copy. 

Monsieur Goubastow said that he had heard nothing from Monsieur de 
Hartwig on the subject; and enquired what steps he should take. I said that 
perhaps he would kindly communicate to Monsieur de Hartwig the substance of 
the Aide-mSmoire, and instruct him to shape his attitude on that of Sir C. Spring- 
Rice. This he said he would do. I pointed out to Monsieur Goubastow that it 
was desirable to check at once any tendency of the Persian Government to mingle 
other Governments in the matter of our Arrangement ; and it seemed to me that an 
•endeavour on the part of that Government to seek to confirm our engagements as 
to the integrity of their country by soliciting the endorsement of other Powers was 
neither courteous nor necessary. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 534. 


Aide-mStTWtre communicated by Sir A. Nicolson to M. Guhastov. 

Le Ministre d’Angleterre a TSh§ran a raison de croire que T arrangement au 
«ujet de la Perse serait rendu plus acceptable au Gouvernement Persan si les deux 
Puissances eonsentiront a s’associer avee la Perse pour solliciter TadhSsion d’autres 
Etats I, la clause reconnaissant rinddpendance et Tint§grit§ de ce pays. On pense 
quo eette demarche serait consid6r§e comme un gage de bonne foi et comme une 
preuve du d4sir des deux Puissances de faire baser I’int^gritS de la Perse sur le 
•droit pubhc et de ne pas la faire d^pendre de leur bonne volont6. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesty Britannique se propose de faire savoir au 
Ministre d’Angleterre qu’il doit ddcourager I’idSe ci-dessus 4nonc6e car le Gouverne- 
ment Britannique est d’avis qu’une pareille d§marehe fournirait k d’autres 
Puissances un pretexts de s’ingSrer dans les affaires persanes. Si on s’adresse au 
Ministre il devrait r4pondre qu’un arrangement formellement conclu entre les deux 
Puissances principalement int^ressSes en Perse, en vue de leur position 
g§ographique, devrait constituer un gage snffisant et que le Gouvernement 
Britannique envisagerait une pareille demarche de la part du Gouvernement Persan 
comme mettant sa bonne foi en donte. 

Le Gouvernement Britannique serait heureux de savoir si le Gouvernement 
Imperial 6tait dispose d^envoyer des instructions identiques ^ son Repr§sentant. 

St. Pitershourg , le 31 aotlt/13 septemhre 1907. 

0) [v. immediately preoeding document.] 


No. 636. 

King Edward to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Tvlchan Lodge, Advie, Strcdh^ey, N.B., 
My dear Nicolson, September 17, 1907. 

Many thanks for your kind letter just received of 11th InstfontJ. ' 

I am very glad that^ Sir C. Hardinge delivered my meset^e to you. Nobody 
congratulates you more sinoeirely than I do tiaat the suceeeo^ ©tfsfeig' of the most 

P) [etano<dr MSS.] 

[16942] 2 0 2 
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difficult negotiations with the Russian Gov[ernmen]t are now accomplished. 
The Anglo-Eussian Convention is a great triumph for British Diplomacy and the 
way in which you carried out that most difficult task entitles you to the well merited 
approval of your Sovereign and Country! 

I was much pleased with my conversation with M. Isvolsky at Marienhad on 
5th Inst[ant] and to renew my acquaintance with him.(“) He is undoubtedly a very 
able Tna.Ti and I believe honest and straightforward. He praised you very much 
and the manner in which you conducted the negotiations with him — rejoicing at 
the same time that so able a British Ambassador had been appointed to 
St. Petersburg. 

Hoping that you will now get some rest from your labours. 

Believe me, 

Tours very sincerely, 

EDWARD R. 

(*) [cp. supra., pp. 582-4, No. 523.] 


No. 536. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

St Petershurgh, September 17, 1907. 
F.O. 371/325. D. 8-12 p.m. 

Tel. (No. 192.) R. 10-30 p.m. 

Anglo-Ruseian Convention. 

We propose to exchange ratifications on the 28rd instant, and Russian Govermnent 
suggest that communication should be made to Great Powers on the 24th instant and 
publication on the 26th instant. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs asks if British Ambassador at Washington could give 
Russian Ambassador at Washington a copy of Convention for communication' to United 
States’ Government, as Russian Ambassador has none, and it would take some time 
for one to be sent from here. Pray inform me if you approve above dates and 
procedure. (^) 

I have asked them to send instructions to Tehran to communicate text on 
24th September, and to inform Minister for Foreign Affairs that there are no Secret 
Articles. 

(1) [The procedure adopted by the British Government was to send copies of the agreement 
by post to Washington with instructions to communicate on the 24th or as soon after as possible. 
In ease the text should not arrive by the 24th, a text was given on that d^ to the United 
States’ Ambassador at London. A text was given on the same day to Baron Komura. It was 
sent by post to Eome, 'Vienna and Madrid. It had already been sent to the British Ambassadors 
at Paris and Berlin, who were instructed to communicate it on the 24th.] 


No. 537. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private. (*) 

My dear Nicolson, Foreign Office, September 18, 1907. 

I send you a copy of a letter, which you will find interesting. 

I can’t tell you how much all of us, who have been cogrdzant of the Russian 
negotiations admire the way you have handled them. Certainly since I have been 
at the F[oreign] 0[ffice] I can say without qualification that in everything in which 
you have been engaged, you have made a success. I wish you could be multiplied at 
will so as to be available at once in every place where there were difficulties. 


(1) [Oaniock MSS.] 
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We shall have to keep the Eussians up to the spirit of the Agreement in dealing 
■with their local agents. 

Gambon said to me yesterday that we had got much the best of the Agreement 
and on my remarking that it would be criticized in some quarters in this country 
he said ‘ ‘ Those who criticize will do so without knowledge ; you have secured a great 
part of the Persian Littoral, strengthened your position as regards the Gulf, and 
ehtained a recognition of your Protectorate of Afghanistan. The inland of Persia of 
which the Eussians have so much is mountains and desert” or words to that effect. 

Y[ou]rs sincerely, 

E. GEEY. 


. No. 538. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 371/312. 

(No. 488.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. September 24, 1907. 

Sir, E. September 30, 1907. 

The Mushir ul Mulk, Persian Minister here, called upon me this afternoon prior 
to his departure for Tehran. He has been named Minister of Justice in the present 
Persian Cabinet, but owing to the sudden death of his father, the Mushir ed Dowlah, 
*nd the necessity of his attending to his private affairs, he is in doubt whether he 
will accept the post. He also had, I could see, some misgivings as to whether the 
present Cabinet would be of long duration. 

I asked the Mushir ul Mulk how matters were proceeding in Persia, and he 
remarked that the great and pressing difficulty was the want of money, and he did not 
see how the country could emerge from the present crisis unless funds were obtainable. 
I remarked that, as far as I was able to understand, little or no funds were to be 
found in the country, and apparently the Assembly was strongly opposed to seeking 
for a loan outside of Persia. In these circumstances it seemed difficult to see a way 
out of the dilemma. The Mushir ul Mulk said that the Assembly and the people 
in general were in fact most strongly opposed to any foreign financial assistance, 
because loans could only be contracted under onerous conffitions, and there was 
no security that their proceeds would be properly expended. I replied that I perfectly 
understood the latter objection, but I should have thought that it would have been 
possible to devise some means whereby the Assembly could exercise control over the 
mode of expenditure. If, as he said, money was urgently needed, and without money 
the country would go from bad to worse, I should have thought that a loan of 
moderate dimensions might offer a solution of the difficulty. So far as we were 
■concerned there was this difficulty. He could well understand that we should not 
advance any money unless we were assured that it would be properly expended to meet 
urgent needs; and above all we should most certainly decline to give any assistance 
unless the Government and the Assembly were to solicit it. I could teU hum franWy 
that the very last thing my Government would desire would be to furiuA funds 
which might be employed in a manner which would facilitate even indirectly a return 
to the old order of things, and which might lead to a suppression of the rights which 
the Assembly had acquired. In short we should do nothing which might check dr 
suppress a legitimate popular movement towards a liberal and constitutional regime. 
We had no desire to intervene in any way in the internal affairs of the dountry. But 
I should think that if the Assembly, backed by pojpular opinion, and urged by pubHo 
necessity, were to solicit through the Government for the toancikl Msistffittce of Eussia 
and Great Britain, some means might be found of meetup their wi^esi If a loan 
had to be made it seemed to me that it should be to'Bussia and Gueat -Britain that 
Persia should look in preference to other Powers; and thot^h it ■#a8 possible tliat 
the conditions, in present circumstances, would not be partMlirly' ea^y/ stfil I ffid not 
eonsider that they need be unnecessarily orierous. Ho«!P0f«®cf these, were niatters 
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for the Persians themselves to decide, and he would understand tJaat I was merely 
speaking academically. The Mushir ul Mulk said he quite agreed with what I had 
said, and he was fully convinced that Great Britain would never take any steps which 
would run counter to the popular wishes. He would bear my remarks in mind. 

I observed that he must understand that we took no sides in the struggle proceeding 
in Persia ; our attitude was strictly one of abstention, so long as British interests were 
not directly imperilled. 

He then asked if he could be informed, confidentially, of the substance of 
our arrangement with Eussia. I told him that a summary of the arrangement had 
already been communicated to his Government, and I believed that the full text would 
be handed in to-day to the Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs. I, therefore, saw no 
objection to my giviug him an outline of the agreement, and I proceeded to do so. 
He would see that the arrangement was eminently favourable to Persia, and how 
baseless were the reports that Eussia and Great Britain had contemplated a partition 
of Persia. The two Powers had merely agreed not to annoy each other in certain 
regions, and the rights and prerogatives of the Persian Government were fully 
recognized and remained unaffected and undisturbed. It was not correct to speak of 
“spheres of influence,’’ as by that expression it might appear as if the two Powers, 
wished to restrict the liberty of action of the Persian Government in certain regions, 
and to exercise influence therein themselves., Nothing of this was meant by the 
arrangement; and all that had been agreed upon was that the two Powers would 
abstain from applying to the Persian Government for concessions and privileges in 
certain districts, so that there should be no clashing of interests and no more rivalries, 
between Eussia and Great Britain. To this surely the Persian Government could not 
object, and indeed they should be gratified at the restraint which each Power had 
imposed upon itself, and above all on their having solemnly recognized the integrity 
and independence of Persia. 

The Mushir ul Mulk said the arrangement appeared to him thoroughly 
satisfactory, and he was pleased to think that what he termed ‘ ‘ la politique ds 
bascule” would have to be abandoned. He proceeded to say confidentially that he 
sincerely trusted that the Eussian Legation would carry out the Arrangement in its 
spirit as well as in its letter. He considered that for that purpose it was much to be 
desired that a thorough reorganization should be made of that Legation, and that a 
new Eepresentative should be sent to Persia to replace M. de Hartwig. The latter 
was of the Zinovieff school; opposed to all liberal movements, and anxious to keej) 
the Eastern neighbours of Eussia in a backward and stationary state. He knew that 
M. de Hartwig was at heart opposed to the Assembly, and that, through M. Chapsal, 
he exercised an unfortunate influence over the Shah, in encouraging Hie Majesty to- 
place no confidence in the Eepresentatives of the people. He considered that so 
long as M. de Hartwig remained as Eussian Eepresentative there was no likelihoo(i 
of Eussia regaining any popularity among or acquiring the confidence of the 
Persians. He did not himself believe that Eussia had in any way changed her 
traditional policy; and that in a very few years it would be seen that she would' 
be as active in Central Asia as formerly. The war with Japan and her internal 
troubles had checked her for the moment; but she was rapidly recovering from the 
effects of the former, and the Government were obtaining the mastery over the latter. 
In five or at the outside ten years she would be as strong and as enterprising as 
formerly, and if within that period Persia had not succeeded in becoming a prosperous 
and independent country under a constitutional regime he eonsidererd that his country 
was irrevocably lost. He regarded Eussia as a most Wgerous neighbour, and 
TOth that fear in his mind he welcomed cordially the arrangement which Great 
Britain had made as he considered that it did afford some hop© that Eussia would be 
more prudent and less disposed to follow an adventurous policy; and it did give some 
eeeur%:>to Persia. - . . . ; 

.(®hb ‘Mushir ul Mtdk was educated at a Eussian IJnivemfy and is a 
man.; Althou^ I am well aware <tot Persians are adepts in 
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their real sentiments I feel sure that he was speaking in all sincerity when he dwelt at 
length and with much emphasis on the fears which he held with regard to Eussia, 
I see in the character sketches of the Members of the Persian Cabinet which 
Sir C. Spring-Eice has forwarded in his despatch No. 204 of the 13th instant, (^) that 
it is stated that the sympathies of the Mushir ul Mulk are “ on the side of Eussia.*’ 
I should hardly be inclined to subscribe to this judging from the few conversations 
which I have had with him. 

I merely replied to the Mushir ul Mulk that I trusted that Persia would never 
give any just cause for complaint on the part of Eussia, and would do all that lay in 
her power to live in amicable relations with her powerful neighbour. 

I have, &Q. 

A. NICOLSON. 


MINUTE. 


Sir A. Nicolson’s language was most judicious and right and should be entirely approved. 

The comments of the Mushir-ul-Mulk were very much to the point. We must lend no 
money except on terms approved by the Assembly. I hope Eussia will take the same line. If the 
Assembly is strong enough to arrange for control of the expenditure and asks for a loan from us 
or Russia, I should be inclined to join in a loan as a means of putting Constitutional Uov[emniBn]t 
on its legs in Persia which is the only hope of strengthening Persia; but we should have to 
consider this with the India Office. I assume that if a loan is asked for it must be more than 
the ^400,000 originally contemplated if it is to do any -good. 

E. a. 


(1) [Not reproduced.] 


No. 539. 

Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. 

Tehran, September 25, 1907. 
F.O. 371/372. D. 7*40 a.m. 

TeL (No. 277.) E. 12 noon. 

EuBBian Minister and I have communicated Persian part of agreement to 
Persian Government and have informed them that agreement will be communicated 
to Great Powers. Eussian Minister thought that a written statement that there 
is no secret clause would be an embarrassing precedent and a communication has 
been made verbally. 

(Sent to India and St. Petersburgh.) 

MINUTES. 

I think a verbal communication as to the absence of secret clauses was enough but the 
Russian Minister’s objection to a written one is rather amusing. 

H. N. 

The verbal communication was better and the difficulty of making any communication is 
that the omission of it on futxire occasions may be taken to imply that secret articles do exist. 
No doubt in this case the Russians hope that there will be other developments from the Convention 
indirectly and are not anxious to emphasize its present completeness. 

E. G. 


No. 640. 

Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey, ^ 

P.O. 371/326. ; 

(No. 427.) Berlin, D. October 1, 1907. 

Sir, ft. Gctober 1907. 

With reference to my despatch No. Mi of the 27th 1 the honour 

to report that the publication of tho Anglf^Eu^an Oontehtiiip: hm on the^ whole 
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been very favourably received in the German Press. All the papers contain full 
summaries of the text, and most of them expend a good deal of time and space 
in trying to decide whether England or Eussia derive most benefit from the 
Convention. It is generally admitted, with satisfaction, that Germany’s interests 
are in no way affected by the terms ; in Afghanistan and Thibet she has no concern, 
and her relations with Persia are purely commercial and can only be improved by 
an arrangement which advocates the maintenance of the open door in that country. 

The semi-of&cial North German Gazette calls attention to the fact that 
although the Convention is signed by two Powers only, England and Eussia, its 
universal political significance may be estimated from the fact that it will practically 
remove all existing causes of friction between England and Eussia in Central Asia. 
It has come as no surprise to Germany, as its scope was foreshadowed by the 
Imperial Chancellor in a speech delivered on November 14th last, and the 
Convention as now published shows that Prince Billow was justified in adopting so 
calm an attitude towards it as [sic] that time. Germany has no political aims in any 
of the countries concerned; and her commercial interests in Persia will in no wise 
be injuriously affected; on the contrary it is specifically declared that the trade 
and industry of other nations shall not be impaired (^) 

.... The commercial world here seem less well satisfied with the Agreement ; 
•several papers express their regret and annoyance at the fact that a Convention should 
have been signed without the participation of Germany between two Powers, who 
might quite conceivably have settled their differences at the expense of this country; 
and these papers also regard, or try to regard the portion of the Convention dealing 
with Persia as a possible menace to the legitimate commercial expansion of Germany 
in Persia. Thus for instance the Cologne Gazette consoles itself with the 
thought that in course of time Eussian and British trade will trespass upon each other 
in Persia and will give rise to further friction between the two powers, of which the 
others, and Germany in particular should be quick to take due advantage ; while the 
Frankfurter Zeitung, going further still, declares that the genesis of the negotiations 
lies in a period when Anglo-German relations were very bad, and that the Agreement 
is a child of English diplomacy which has been bom too late into the world. The best 
that Germans can say of it is that it is a superfluous document; Anglo-German 
relations have improved meanwhile and Germany can regard the Anglo-Eussian 
Convention with greater equanimity than she could last year ; provided of course that 
the two Powers adhere rigidly to the text of the Treaty especially with regard to Persia, 
and that they allow German trade and industry free play in that country. If Persia 
were actually partitioned into commercial spheres as a result of this Treaty, Germany 
could at first do little, but such a development would hardly contribute to the peace of 
the world which English policy so persistently declares to be its one aim. 

I have, &c. 

FEANK C. LASOELLES. 

MINUTE. 

Not very favourable. 

0. H. 

E. G. 

(*) [Further Press summaries follow.] 


No. 541. 

Sir E. Oosahen to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/325. 

(No, 133.) Vienna, D. Octpier 4, 1907. 

Sir, E. October 7, 1907. 

On the eve of Monsieur Isvolsky’s arrival in Vienna the Austrian press was 
replete with the most cordial expressions of welcome to His Excellency, wad there 
was scarcely a journal that did not hail his arrival as the finishing touch tQ the 
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good work carried out during the past summer by Sovereigns and statesmen in the 
eause of peace (') 

Since Monsieur Isvolsky has been here I have had but few opportunities of having 
any serious conversations with His Ezcellency, as we have both been much occupied, 
and he has never been more than two days in Vienna at a time. I called upon biTn 
today, however, and finding that he had a spare quarter of an hour, we had a short 
■conversation. I told him that as there had been but few comments in the Vienna 
press on the subject of the agreements between our two countries, and that as the 
Emperor and Baron d’Aehrenthal had only spoken to me a few words on the subject 
expressive of their pleasure at the removal of causes of friction in so many parts of 
the world, I should be glad if he would give me his own impression of how the 
Agreements had been received in Austro-Hungarian political circles. His Excellency 
replied that actually his feeling was that, though there had been a remarkable reticence 
on the subject in the press, the Agreements had made a favourable impression on 
public opinion in Austria-Hungary. He had gathered this from his conversations with 
Baron d’Aehrenthal and other Austro-Hungarian statesmen. But he added, my real 
impression is that our Agreements do not interest them very much, except in so far 
that they form an additional guarantee for the general peace. About the details they 
■do not seem to care at all, and as a matter of fact Austro-Hungarian statesmen are at 
this moment far too much interested in the result of the negotiations with Hungary 
and other internal questions to concentrate their minds on any question of general 
policy. 

TEat which was far more interesting to his mind than the feeling in Austria- 
Hungary was the manner in which the Agreements had been received in Germany 
and Russia. 

In the former country, where the Agreements could not be expected to be exactly 
popular, they had been fairly received by the official world, while the Press, without 
being, except in a few cases, directly hostile, had written of them in bitter-sweet 
language which had neither surprised nor irritated him. He had expected worse. 
On the other hand the tone of the Russian Press had come upon him as a most 
agreeable surprise. He had made up his mind to have to bear the greatest hostility 
and opposition, but on the contrary all the articles he had read in papers which 
he feared the most had, while certainly not particularly friendly, not overstepped the 
bounds of legitimate criticism. “Of course” he added “I had prepared the way a 
little, but you who have been in Russia know how little the Government can do to 
curb the independence of thought which is characteristic of our leading papers.” 

Monsieur Isvolsky added that naturally he did not anticipate that he would have 
an easy time during the next few months and that he had probably much criticism 
and hostility still to bear and to combat ; nevertheless he felt greatly relieved by the 
attitude which the portion of the Press most opposed to his policy had adopted up to 
the present moment. 

I have, &c. 

W. E. GOSCHEN. 

(’■) [Summaries of Press notices follow.] 


No. 642. 

Mr. Cartwright to Sir Edward Qrey. 

F.O. 371/325. 

<No. 95.) Munich, D. October 8, 1907. 

Sir, E. October 10, 1907. 

If one studies the German press with care one cannot help coming to idle conclusion 
that the Anglo-Eussian Agreement does not meet with tt® approval of the leaders of 
German public opinion. As regards, however, lie attitude d the Imperial Govern- 
ment, it is perfectly correct in tone ; they desire to maintain the appearance of a 
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rapp'ochemant with England and they are determined to avoid doing anything which 
shall unfavourably affect the hearty welcome which it is expected will be extended 
to the Kaiser when he visits England next month. This is the reason why we find in 
the ‘ ■ Siiddeutsche Eeichskorrespondenz ” a defence of Monsieur Iswolsky’s policy 
and arguments used to reassure the pubhc as to the harmlessness of this Asiatic 
Agreement. But the press, usually so docile to such inspiration in matters relating to 
foreign affairs, on the present occasion will not allow itself to be entirely persuaded 
and only accepts the Anglo-Eussian Understanding with great reserve. It seems to 
me that since the publication of the text of that Agreement a regular campaign has 
been started in the newspapers here to criticise and belittle it; this takes the form 
not of a direct German attack upon the Agreement but of showing by quotations from 
English, French and Eussian newspapers that public opinion in foreign countries, 
condemns this Understanding. As a sample of this method I will mention an article 
published in a prominent place in the pages of the Munich “ Neueste Nachrichten” 
a few days ago which professes to give the views of Prince Kotchoubey* as they 
have appeared in the Paris “Eclair.” The chief point of the Prince’s remarks as 
brought out in the German newspaper is that in Eussian public opinion Monsieur 
Iswolsky’s policy is considered one of timidity and that by putting his signature to the 
Agreement he has endorsed the renunciation of Eussia’s natural ambitions in Asia. 
He is accused of having done this, first, because he has evidently no confidence in 
the military power of Eussia, and in the second place out of servility to the Czar as he 
is well aware that His Majesty and his family are imbued with Anglophile sentiments. 

Some of the South German newspapers, however, do not limit themselves to 
quoting foreign opinions with regard to the Anglo-Eussian Agreement but indulge in 
direct criticism of it on their own account. 

Thus the Stuttgart “ Schwabisehe Merkur” remarks that even in England the 
Anglo-Eussian Agreement does not meet with universal approval. These people whn 
are well informed are fully aware that treaties, especially those with Eussia, are not 
intended to last very long. The cause of the little confidence entertained in inter- 
national political circles as to the durability of Treaties with Eussia lies in the fact 
that the Eussian Government is one of those which have little cohesion in themselves. 
Eussia possesses administrative Departments but not a unified Administration; there 
are Ministers but no responsible Cabinet exists and no one can 6pe.ak authoritatively 
in the name of the whole Government. The Minister at the head of each administra- 
tive Department recognises only the Czar as his superior and remains absolute in his 
own Department but outside of it he has no influence or power. Strictly speaking 
one can never say that “ Eussia ” has concluded a Treaty but only that the Minister 
for Foreign Affaire has within hie restricted powers put his signature to a document 
which does not in any inevitable way bind the Czar or any of the other Ministers. 
The Eepresentatives of foreign countries when concluding Agreements with the 
Eussian foreign Minister, can never feel certain that they have obtained the real 
assent of the Czar to such a document (*) 

I have, Ac. 

F. CAETWEIGHT. 


* A bitter Anglophobe. — C. H. 

(^) [Summaries of Press notices follow.] 


[JSD. NOTE . — ^For the German attitude generally to the Anglo-Russian Entente before and 
after August 31, 1907, v. O.P. XXV, I, ch. 163.] 
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No. 543. 

Sir J. Jordan to Sir Edward Grey. 

P.O. 371/382. 

(No. 482.) Peking^ D. October 14, 1907. 

Sir, E. November 30, 1907. 

In my despatch No. 470 of the 28th ultimo, (^) I had the honour to report the 
communication to the Wai-wu Pu by my Eussian colleague and myself of the Anglo- 
Eussian Arrangement respecting Tibet of the 31st August last and the steps which 
we had taken to give effect to our instructions on the subject of the prohibition of 
Scientific Missions. (^) 

Mr. Liang Tun yen, the Minister to whom the Draft Note inviting the 
co-operation of China in enforcing the prohibition and requesting a definition of 
the limits of Tibet was handed, called upon me in connection with other questions 
on the 4th instant and after leaving sent me the enclosed Memorandum with a 
private Note explaining that he had forgotten to deliver it personally at our 
interview. A copy was sent with no covering communication to my Eussian 
Colleague on the following day. 

The Memorandum, which is the Wai-wu Pu's reply to our Draft Note, states 
that China has not in the past permitted foreigners to travel in Tibet and that 
she will adhere to this course in the future. No change, it is added, has been made 
in the limits of Tibet and the old limits should be regarded as authoritative. The 
Board considers that there is no necessity for a definition of them and no need for 
a formal communication on the subject. 

The substance of this Memorandum was communicated to you in my Telegram 
No. 175 of the 5th instant(^) and since then I have had the honour to receive your 
Telegrams Nos. 107 and 108(^) in which you informed me of the exchange of views 
which had taken place between His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburg and 
the Acting Eussian Minister for Foreign Affairs and stated that you did not propose 
to pursue the question further with the Chinese Government. 

My Euesian Colleague and I both agree that no useful purpose would be 
served by again approaching the Wai-wu Pu on the subject. As their reception of 
the recent Franco-Japanese Agreement showed, the Chinese Government are very 
sensitive at present in matters of this kind, and there is no reason to doubt that 
they will maintain in principle the policy they have pursued in the past of excluding 
foreign travellers from Tibet, although the weakness of their administrative control 
on a long and little known frontier line may render the strict enforcement of this 
policy a matter of extreme difficulty in practice. 

I have, &c. 

J. N, JOEDAN. 


Enclosure in No. 643. 

Memorandum respecting Prohibition of Scientific Missions to Thibet. 
(Translation.) 

Your Excellency recently handed us the draft of a Note to the effect that 
Great Britain and Eussia had decided to permit no scientific mission to proceed! 
into Tibet for a period of three years without the mutual consent of both Govern- 
ments, and inviting the Chinese Government also to do what lies in their power 
to prohibit the entry of scientific missions into Tibet for a rimilar period of three 
years ^ and also requesting the Imperial Government to define the limits Of Tibet. 

The Board, has the honour to state that China has not hitherto permitted any 

. < i i' 

(^) [Not reproduced a§ itt teaarw? is ijidiaatedC i 
C) [Not reproduced,] * . 
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foreigners of any description whatever to travel in Tibet, and must still continue 
to pursue this course. As regards the limits of Tibet, the Board has further the 
honour to state that no change has ever been made in them, and the old limits 
should be regarded as authoritative. There is no necessity to send a definition of 
them. Nor is there any need for a Note on this subject. 


No. 544. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/327. 

(No. 531.) Confidential. St. Petersburgh, D. October 21, 1907. 

Sir, E. October 28, 1907. 

Baron Motono, the Japanese Minister, called on me today after his return 
from a leave of absence. He had spent a few weeks in Paris and a few days at 
The Hague. He said he had been struck, when in Paris, at finding in certain 
financial circles a desire to come to a thoroughly friendly understanding with 
Oermany, and that among other financial personages who were not so eager in 
that direction there was considerable uneasiness on that score. The former, he 
said, were principally members of large Jewish houses, while the latter, who were 
not of that persuasion, were afraid that in any understanding with Germany the 
latter Power would gain all the advantages. At the same time there was the great 
bulk of the French public to be considered who were not disposed to move in the 
direction indicated : and the imwillingness to adopt the quotation of German stocks 
on the Paris Bourse showed that even in the financial world the movement towards 
an understanding had not made great progress. He believed that in German 
financial circles a movement in the same direction was being advocated, and that 
with time it might become more active. At The Hague he had been informed that 
Eussia had on several occasions joined hands with (Germany and Austria-Hungary, 
and that there seemed to have been a compact between these three Powers, to oppose 
British proposals. This led Baron Motono to ask himself whether the future policy 
of Eussia might not be to act cordially with the two above-mentioned Powers 
and whether we might not witness an evolution towards a general continental 
understanding to which France might gradually gravitate, and from which Great 
Britain might be excluded. 

I told Baron Motono that, in my opinion, Monsieur Isvolsky would be very 
cautious in subscribing to any formal and binding engagements with Germany ; and I 
understood indeed that he was indisposed to do so. Still I did foresee the possibility 
that in future Eussian foreign policy, in so far as regards Europe, would be to a 
great extent inspired from Berlin. There were, to my mind, two facts which would 
hinder Monsieur Isvolsky from endeavouring at the present moment to bind himself 
absolutely to Berlin and Vienna. In the first place there was the French alliance, 
which, however irksome and indeed distasteful it might be in certain influential 
circles, had perforce to be maintained; and, secondly, the Eussian Press, generally 
speaking, was opposed to identifying Eussian policy either with Germany or Austria- 
Hungary: and the Press exercised a great influence over Monsieur Isvolsky 
personally. He was singularly sensitive to press criticisms. Still it was equally 
a fact that a close understanding with Germany and Austria Hungary had many 
powerful advocates: in the Court, the higher bureaucracy and possibly in some 
military circles. It would be interesting to see in what ^me of mind Monsieur 
Isvolsky returned from his stay abroad, as he had had the opportunity of personally 
conversing with the principal sovereigns and statesmen in Europe. My impression 
was that we must be prepared for a cautious, but none the less decided, tendency 
towards very intimate relations with Berlin, and a desire to follow advice an^ 
guidance emanating from that capital. My impression was that Monsieur Isvcdsky 
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would feel that he owed something to Berlin ; and that having concluded an 

Agreement with Great Britain, which as he himself had told me could not be 

precisely pleasing to Germany, he would consider that he must now, in a sense, 
make amends, and while being perfectly loyal towards the French alliance and 
scrupulous in the execution of the Anglo-Russian Convention, he might win the 
favour of Germany by his action in many matters which did not directly come 
within the scope of the above-mentioned instruments. This would req^uire some 
skill and adroitness, but to my mind M. Isvol’sky was exceptionally skilful and 
adroit ; and it would be of great interest to follow the developments of Russian 
diplomacy in the near future. 

Baron Motono enquired whether all this might not eventually lead to what he 
had foreshadowed in the earlier part of the conversation, and that Great Britain 
might hereafter find herself isolated, which he believed was the great aim of 

Germany before she entered on what appeared to him the inevitable struggle with 

Great Britain for maritime supremacy, which as long as it remained in the hands 
of the latter Power blocked the way to the attainment of the ultimate goal of German 
world policy. 

I admitted that this was quite possible: and that in the near or far future 
Great Britain would have to rely solely on her own unaided resources if she had 
to wage a struggle for commercial and maritime supremacy with Germany as in 
the past she had been forced to contend with Holland, Spain and France. Still as 
regards the immediate and narrower issues, I fully anticipated that both Germany 
and Austria Hungary would achieve a considerable control over the tendencies of 
Russian European policy; and that in this Monsieur Isvolsky would take care that 
no ostensible ground would be afforded to France to complain, while as regards 
Great Britain the settlement of matters in Central Asia need not be disturbed. As 
to Persia there might be some need of watchfulness on our part : as it was in that 
quarter that the influence of Germany on Russian policy might make itself 
unpleasantly felt. 

I feel I should apologise for reporting the substance of a conversation with the 
Japanese Minister which was necessarily of an academical character; and in which 
I fear I have principally recorded my own observations : but as regards European 
affairs I that we may witness in the near future some interesting developments 
of Russian policy, and I have therefore ventured to trouble you with some of my 
appreciations of the situation as viewed from this standpoint. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


MINUTES. 

This is a very interesting despatch partly on account of the fact that Baron Motono has 
never been known, since he came to St. Petersburg, to commit himself to any opinion on any 
important political question. 

He considers that we must be prepared for a continental coalition against 0reat Britain and,, 
eventually, for war with Germany. ^ ^ 

Oct. 28, 1907. 

R. P, M. 

The possibility of Great Britain’s isolation before a European coalition seems to be a new 
idea iso Baron Motono. The French Entente, the Russian rapprochement and our, alliance, with 
his own country, do not appear to have impressed him I 

Ii. M, 

The possibility of our isolation in Europe is at present somewhat retaote^l Till five years 
agb cw position had for sometime been one of complete isolation, and yet at Our worst moments 
^ring the Boer war it was found impossible to make a oombinaMon ageing ^ ns. I hope the 
developments Of Russian foreign policy in the near future may show th^Myes in the, Hear East,, 
where It will nOt^ bO easy for Russia and Germany to work togeiher. 
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Bussia needs a period of recuperation and for this it is necessary for her to be on as gorjd 
terms as possible with every body; she is assured of this with France by her alliance; aha wants 
to secure it with Germany by a conciliatory policy. 

It is true that we have passed safely through a period of isolation a few years ago, but we 
might not do so a few years hence,, if the German fleet was much stronger, or at any rate our 
power to do so might be put to the test. 

The strength of Germany’s position is her power to frighten or overawe her neighbours in 
Europe, however well disposed they may be to us. 


No. 545. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/327. 

(No. 532. j St. Petersburgh, D. October 23, 1907. 

Sir, E. October 28, 1907. 

His Majesty the Emperor did me the honour to receive me in private audience 
today at Peterhof. His Majesty at once mentioned the conclusion of the Anglo- 
Eussian Convention which he said had afforded him the greatest pleasure, and that 
he felt that it was a matter for congratulation that all differences, and possibilities 
of differences, between the two countries had been laid at rest. He observed that 
I had been obliged to pay a hasty visit to London at one stage of the negotiations, 
but that he quite understood that it was far better to discuss matters personally 
with my Government than over the telegraph wire, and that the results had proved 
that the step had been a wise one. I told His Majesty that I considered that both 
sides owed a debt to him for the sympathetic interest which he had always taken 
towards a satisfactory issue of the negotiations, and I could add that His Majesty 
the King had been much gratified that the Agreement had been reached. At 
certain moments I had had doubts if an Agreement would be reached but the 
goodwill on both sides had overcome all difficulties. We could now, I trusted, efface 
from the slate all likelihood of trouble between the two countries. 

It was also satisfactory to note that public opinion in both countries had, generally 
speaking, accepted the Convention with very good grace, and I had every hope that 
the relations would henceforth be cordial and intimate. His Majesty said that he 
had been specially pleased with the reception accorded to the Convention, and that 
he looked forward also to the establishment of thoroughly friendly feelings. 

I then mentioned to His Majesty that General Sir J. French had paid a short visit 
to St. Petersburg, and that he had much regretted not to have had an opportunity of 
presenting his respects to His Majesty; but that he had been most courteously 
welcomed by all the Eussian Authorities who had rendered him every possible service. 
His Majesty said that he was sorry he had not been at St. Petersburg to receive the 
General, whose acquaintance he remembered to have made some years ago at 
Aldershot. He was pleased to hear that the General had been well received and that 
he had enjoyed his visit. I remarked that some absurd fantastical rumours had 
appeared in the papers as to General French’s mission here being of a politico-military 
character, in connection with a military convention in regard to Persia and other wild 
schemes. It was needless to remark that the General had come here in a purely 
private capacity, and also to convey a friendly message from His Majesty the King 
to his Eussian Dragoon Eegiment. His Majesty said that he paid no attention to the 
ridiculous reports which appeared from time to time in the press ; and he was pleased 
to hear that the General had seen the King’s Eegiment. 

I told His Majesty that I had had the pleasure recently of a conversation with 
Monsieur Stolypin and that I had found E&s Excellency hopeful as to the fptuTe, 
So tar as I could judge there was a sensible improvement in the genwa^ sihjatkpif 
though what could be described as simple brigandage appealed to be fairly aetiye>W ^4 
His Maje^ iSeplied that it was an undoubted fact that matters had improved, and 
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considered that people were becoming weary of continued political agitation; as to the 
brigandage, his Government must suppress that with a stern hand, and he had 
impressed on Monsieur Stolypin that simple murderers and robbers must be dealt with 
unrelentingly. He hoped that the next Duma would act reasonably and work more 
than talk; and that it would succeed in passing some useful laws. His Majesty made 
a passing allusion to the Hague Conference, which he said had not been without some 
satisfactory results. He had, he confessed, not had time to read all the voluminous 
reports which he had received, but he would study carefully the final Act and the 
conventions. The conference had lasted a very long time, but its labours had not 
been fruitless. 

The conversation then turned on matters of passing interest, and of no political 
character. On my taking leave of His Majesty he was pleased to say that it had given 
him much pleasure to receive me, as he had desired to express personally the sincere 
pleasure he had experienced at the successful and satisfactory termination of the 
negotiations. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 546. 

Sir A. Ntcolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 371/327. 

/No. 570.) Confidential. St. Petershurgh, D. November 14, 1907. 

Sir, E. November 25, 1907. 

I called on M. Isvolsky yesterday on his return from abroad and had some 
conversation with him on affairs in general. His Excellency said that he feared that 
the situation in Persia was likely to cause some trouble : and he asked me what were 
my impressions. I said that it was exceedingly difficult to form any opinion as to the 
probable issue of the present imbroglio, as the situation appeared to change every 
forty-eight hours. At one time there were rumours of plots against the Shah and as 
to the danger of his position; and shortly afterwards His Majesty appeared to have 
established friendly relations with the Assembly while the press published 
inflammatory articles against foreigners. It was clear that there was a most troubled 
condition of affairs in Persia, closely resembling a state of anarchy. It seemed to me 
that, in these circumstances, the wisest course would be to wait and watch events, and 
to avoid any interference in internal affairs. 

M. Isvolsky remarked that there was also the question of the Turco-Persian 
frontier, (^) and he thought that this was a difficult problem, as if the Eussian and 
British Governments made no serious efforts to procure the withdrawal of the Ottoman 
troops from Persian territory it might appear to the Persians that the integrity of their 
country was not in reality a matter of great interest to the two Powers, although it 
had been formally mentioned in the Convention. 

I replied that this might doubtless be the case, and I believed that my Government 
were quite alive to the necessity of intervening seriously in the question, but there was 
some doubt whether the present moment was a favourable one. The two Ambasasdors 
at Constantinople considered that the time had not yet arrived for approaching the 
Sublime Porte, and my Government were awaiting the views of the Eussian Govern- 
ment on the subject. His Excellency said that he expected to hear from M. Zinovieff 
very shortly, and would let me know as soon as possible the opinion of the Eussian 
Government. The Sublime Porte might refuse to admit even the presence of the 
Consuls at the meetings of the Commission — and what then? I said that, in my 
opinion, it might be well to first allow the Commission an opportunity of dealing with 
the frontier — the results would in ah probability be nil : and then the two Governments 


(^) [cp. Bupmt, 51CU1> No. 464'.] 
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might demand that Delegates from both Powers should assist in demarcating a frontier. 
It could hardly be admitted that if such a demand were made that the two Govern- 
ments should accept a refusal, and the matter would have to be seen through. But 
I could not imagine that a combined request from Eussia and Great Britain could 
be refused by the Porte : it would be strange were such to be the case. However, 
these were only my personal views, and it was a matter outside of my province. 

M. Isvolsky turned to other subjects : and said that he had been highly gratified 
with the gracious reception accorded to him by the King and he had had a most 
interesting and instructive conversation with His Majesty. He had also had 
opportunities of conversing with Baron d’Aehrenthal, and of course their interviews 
had been largely occupied with Macedonia. He himself had not been in favour of the 
Joint Note in respect to Macedonia, (^) as he did not anticipate that it would lead to any 
satisfactory results ; and he thought that hie doubts had been justified, as the activity 
of the bands seemed to be in no wise diminished. The project for judicial reforms was 
being discussed by the Ambassadors, and the next step would be to present it to the 
Porte, who would probably meet it with a point-blank refusal. It would then be 
necessary to decide on the course to be followed. 

His Excellency then passed to the Anglo-Eussian Convention, and remarked that 
he had been pleased to observe that, on the whole, it had been very favourably received 
by the Press and both countries. There were one or two discordant notes, but the 
reception had been far better than he had anticipated. “It is however, impossible to 
deny ” he continued, “ that the Convention is by no means welcome to Germany and 
we must both expect to see her cause us trouble.” I enquired if he alluded to Persia. 
“Not only in Persia” he replied “but everywhere. Prince Biilow gave me positive 
assurances at Swinemiinde that Germany would assist Eussia and Austria as regards 
Macedonia, but as soon as the German Government were in possession of the Draft 
project of Judicial Eeforms, they communicated it to the Sublime Porte. This does not 
look like friendly co-operation. I have good information that the German Government 
took this course, and Baron d' Aehrenthal was also similarly informed : and though he is 
more German than the Germans he was much vexed and displeased.” As to Persia 
M. Isvolsky enquired what in my opinion would be the form that German activity 
would take in that country. I said that owing to the financial crisis throughout 
Europe I doubted if Germany would be in a position to develop much activity in the 
financial direction : and if we could secure shortly the appointment of the French 
Financial Adviser we might be able to block, in great measure, the expansion of her 
influence in the finances of Persia. But it was possible that owing to her influence at 
Constantinople, Germany might be able to render Persia services in respect to the 
frontier question and this would give her a good position at Tehran. 

M. Isvolsky said that M. Stemrich, the late Minister at Tehran was now appointed 
Under Secretary at Berlin, and would be able to assist in directing a Persian policy 
from there. We must both be prepared for an active policy. He added that he had 
seen M. de Schoen at Munich, and had found him much pleased, but a little oppressed, 
at hie new appointment. He considered that M. de Schoen had not an easy task before 
him, as he had not only to deal with Prince Biilow, but in the background was M. de 
Holstein, who though nominally retired, was still apparently in the confidence and m 
intimate daily relatione with the Chancellor. 

M. Isvolsky said that he had been well satisfied with his visit to Paris : end had 
some interestmg conversations with M. Clemenceau, who had assured him that France 
would shape her policy in Morocco so as to give rise to no international difficulties, 
and that she would keep as closely as possible to the Algeeiras Act. 

In regard to mtemal affitirs, M. Isvolsky said that he anticipated that M. Stolypin 
would have considerable trouble with the Extreme Eight, who thou^ perhaps not 
ntunerically very strong in the Duma were powerful outside and had influential 
support, I would remember that at the close of the last Duma a very determined 

(®) [v. Chooh (R T»mp 0 rley, Vol. V, p. lU, and p. 216, No, 169.] 
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«fEort had been made to remove M. Stolypin from of&ee, and that “ les grands 
moyens ’ ’ had to be employed to enable him to retain his position. There were signs 
that these efforts would be renewed, and he sincerely trusted that they would be 
•defeated. It was far too early to predict how the Duma would act or what would be 
the development of the situation : and he himself had only been a few hours in 
St. Petersburg and had seen but very few people and was consequently unable to 
form an opinion. 

M. Isvolsky’s return had been delayed some days owing to a severe indisposition, 
hut he was looking well and ready for work. He has not yet seen the Emperor. 

I have, ifee. 

A. NICOLSON. 


No. 547. 

Count Benckendorff to Sir Edward Grey. 

Private. (^) Chesham House, Chesham Place, S.W., 

Dear Sir Edward, December 25, 1907. 

I just received the following telegram from M. Isvolsky : — 

Je vous prie d’ exprimer il Sir Edward Grey la satisfaction avee laquelle 
nous avons pris eonnaissance de son discours k Berwick, notamment des termes 
dans lesquels il a parl6 de la Convention Eusse-Anglaise et Theureuse influence 
que cet acte a exerce sur les relations entre I’Angleterre et la Russie. 

I received through Sir Charles Hardinge your kind message concerning the 
xeiK.rt in the Times. You see that the impression made by your speech on my 
Gov[ernmen]t, even as it has been reported, has been excellent. I never doubted 
it would be so. 

Let me add only a few words, quite privately — -my personal latest impressions. 
I don’t know whether you noticed the account given in the Times telegrams of 
the comments in the Russian press concerning our common action in Persia. 
However deplorable and dangerous this sudden crisis still may remain, I believe 
it has done more for consolidating our Convention in the minds of the Russian 
public, than could ever have been expected in so short a time. The press, at least 
in these questions is entirely free. Unexperienced as they still may be and are, they 
feel more than they think. I cannot say that I am sorry for it in this instance. 
When recollecting what it used to be two or three years ago, it seems a dream. 
But it is not a dream. I feel that stronger than ever. 

Excuse me to have troubled you in your holiday and let me add my best wishes 
for Xmas. 

Yours v[ery] sincerely, 

BENCKENDORFF. 

(1) [Grey MSS., Vol. 88,] 


No. 548. 

Extract from Annual Report for Russia for the Year 1907. 

(Enclosure in Despatch No. 57 from Sir A. Nicolson, D. January 29, 1908, 

R. February 3, 1908.) 

F.O. 3643/3643/09/38. 

(C.) — Germany. 

37. In August of this year the Emperor of Russia met the Gertnan Emperor 
at Swinemunde,(‘) and M. Isvolsky and Prince Biilow accompanied their respective 

(I)[v. supra, p. 297, No. 277, note, an4 G.P., XXII, pp. 67-72.'’ ' 

[16942] '2b 
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Sovereigns. This Embassy has no information as to what passed at this interview, 
beyond the fact that the opportunity was taken of explaining to Prince Billow that 
the Anglo-Eussian Convention, then in course of negotiation, contained no provisions 
affecting German interests, and that the German Chancellor expressed his satisfaction 
that the two countries were likely to come to an understanding which would remove- 
causes of friction between them in Central Asia. Eeports have been current that 
the Baltic and the Polish questions were discussed at the meeting, either between 
the two Sovereigns themselves or between their two Ministers. Although the 
intimacy between the two Courts may remain on their old intimate footing, and 
although the Eussian Foreign Minister may feel compelled to proceed with great 
caution and circumspection in all his foreign transactions from the fear of offending^ 
the susceptibilities of Germany, occasions have arisen, and will probably continue 
to arise, on which the policy of the two Governments diverge or clash. Moreover, 
the Eussian press in general is hostile to Germany, and would object to any intimate- 
intercourse. There is a feeling of mistrust of German diplomacy and policy, and 
it is thought that friendship with Germany soon lapses into vassalage, and that a. 
considerable price has to be paid to enjoy even that rather invidious position. Both 
in the Near and the Middle East the policies of the two countries necessarily are- 
not in unison. As regards the Middle East, there are two points in German policy 
which cause considerable perturbation to the Eussian Chancellerie. Notwithstanding 
assurances on the part of the Berlin Cabinet, the Eussian Government are hampered 
with the fear that Germany will seek, and may possibly succeed in acquiring, a 
strong position at Tehran; and that, if she wins the confidence of whatever authority 
may eventually obtain the reins of power in that distracted country, she may become 
the recipient of many favours and privileges, and play at Tehran the part which 
she has assumed at Constantinople. Furthermore, the Bagdad Eailway affords, 
cause for much uneasiness at St. Petersburgh; but this question will be treated 
under a separate heading. It may also he mentioned that the St. Petersburgh 
Chancellerie has shrewd suspicions that the action of Turkey on the Turco-Persian 
frontier is, if not directly inspired, at least benevolently regarded by the German 
Government. In regard to the Near East, the aspirations of Eussia for a free exit 
from and entry into the Black Sea, though perhaps they are not so actual as they , 
were some years back, still naturally exist in the minds of Eussian statesmen, and 
they are well aware that if ever the time should arrive when the realization of these 
hopes was near completion the opposition of Turkey would receive support from 
Germany. In the question of Macedonia, in which it may be said that Eussia is 
more liberally inclined and readier to take an active line than her colleague Austria- 
Hungary, it is considered that it will probably be Germany who will introduce a rift 
into the European concert when the time comes for exercising the necessary pressure 
on the Sublime Porte. 

38. The above in brief are some of the points on which the policy and aims of 
the two Governments are divergent. But the situation is other when the survey is 
transferred to the European field. In this direction there is a desire on the part 
of the Eussian Government to live on the best possible terms with Germany. In 
the first place it is considered that the value of France as an ally has largely 
diminished of recent years. There is a generally received opinion that both her 
naval and military forces are much weakened by sedition and insubordination, and 
that they would be of no great value in ease of war. On the other hand, the power 
of Germany both on land and on sea is regarded with perhaps an exaggerated 
admiration, and it is therefore considered prudent to live on friendly relations with 
so powerful a neighbour. Moreover, the present tendency of those directing or 
influencing the foreign affairs of Eussia is to do what is possible to avoid offending 
the susceptibilities of Germany, and it should be noted that with this object there 
is a wish to offer some solatium to Germany as compensation for the conclusion of 
the Anglo-Eussian Convention. The impression exists in the Eussian Foreign Office 
that the Convention was not agreeable to Germany, and that, though she had no- 
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plausible grounds for objecting to it, she still views it with disfavour, whatever may 
be the public utterances of her statesmen in regard to it. In fact, the Russian 
Foreign Minister has on more than one occasion stated that Germany will cause 
as much trouble as she safely can in disturbing the relations between Russia and 
Great Britain and in hampering the smooth execution of the Convention. The 
reported action of German Agents in Persia and the interpretation which was given 
by M. de Schon to what is asserted here were merely preparatory discussions as to 
the Bagdad Railway are cited as but the prelude to what may be expected later. 
It is in order to anticipate and to prevent, as far as possible, a development of an 
obstructive or inconvenient action on the part of Germany in the Middle and Near 
East that M. Isvolsky seeks to placate her elsewhere in matters which are not of 
vital importance to Russian interests. He is credited with having adopted a friendly, 
some say a subservient, attitude to Germany at the Peace Conference, and he is 
discussing with her tete-a~t$te how matters may be arranged with Sweden as to 
the Baltic. He was strenuously opposed, as has been already mentioned, to 
extending, in however so small a degree, the scope of certain portions of the Anglo- 
Russian Convention; and, both as regards Crete and in a certain measure with 
respect to Macedonia, he has been anxious to adapt himself, as far as possible, 
with the views and wishes of Austria-Hungary, which action, he is aware, would 
produce an agreeable impression in Berlin. The line which probably the Russian 
Government are endeavouring to follow is, while maintaining the alliance with 
France, and promoting and developing the friendly relations with Great Britain, 
to sail in company with Germany and to render her such friendly services as are 
possible. Such a line would require some skill and adroitness to pursue for any 
length of time, and it is doubtful if it will be found a feasible one. It is possible 
that events will occur in the Near and Middle East which will accentuate the 
divergencies between Russian and German policy, and that gradually Russia will 
be brought to see that the Power which will cross her path in those quarters of the 
globe will not be Great Britain as of yore. It would, in these circumstances, be 
difficult to follow a double policy — on the one hand cordial intercourse in Europe, 
and on the other rivalry and opposition in Asia. This would be an impossible situa^ 
tion ; and it is possible that the trend of events will lead to more and more intimate 
relations with Great Britain rather than to an increase of cordiality with Germany. 
When Russia has strengthened herself and has reorganized her forces, and has, 
in general, resumed that place in the European council to which she is entitled, 
her solicitude for the good favour of her. western neighbour will not perhaps be so 
anxious and so marked. It would not be fair to assume that the present Russian 
Foreign Minister is dependent upon, and chiefly guided by, the inspiration which 
he may receive from Berlin. At one time this appeared to be the case, and in 
many quarters the impression existed that the Foreign Office on the Neva was 
as much influenced from Berlin as is the Ministry in Yienna. It would seem tp 
be juster to state that M. Isvolsky is simply striving to keep on the best possible 
terms with Germany. The circumstances of the moment almost compel him tp 
adopt this course; but he has shown on more than one occasion that this desire 
does not necessarily lead him to cede any of the independence which a Russian 
Foreign Minister should properly retain. If the case should ever arise in which 
it would be necessary for him to choose between subserviency to Germany and ai^ 
assertion of the maintenance of Russian interests, there is little doubt that, he would 
choose the latter, and in this he would be cordially supported by his compatriots* 

(D.) — Austria-Hungary, 

39- The relations between Russia and Austria-Hungary are harmonious and 
friendly, and though there were occasionally slight divergencies of opinion over 
certain points in the Macedonian programme, they have not been permitted to 
introduce any discord between the two Governments. , M., Isvolsky has had 
audiences of the Emperor Francis Joseph and interview ^th ^ron d^Aehrenthal* 
[16942] 2b 2 



612 


and the two Governments appear to have decided to steer clear of any questions 
on which they do not see eye to eye. These questions exist, and in all probability 
will continue to exist, but for the present they are by tacit mutual consent perrnitted 
to lie dormant unless circumstances over which neither Government practically has 
control brings them to the surface. In the Macedonian question M. Isvolsky was 
not in favour of the joint note to the Balkan States, which chiefly concerned itself 
with the activity of the bands. He thought that its effect might be contrary to 
what was hoped, and his anticipation and fears seem to have been justified. He, 
however, gave way to the wishes of his Austrian colleague, as he also did on several 
points, it is surmised, in the question of reforms. In short, M. Isvolsky’s inner 
views are, it may be gathered, rather in harmony with those of the London Cabinet 
than with those prevailing in Vienna. He, however, considers it prudent and safer 
to go as far as possible in conj'unction with Vienna, and to endeavour to preserve 
an identity of action. This was doubtless a statesmanlike view, but if the occasion 
should arise for putting pressure on the Sublime Porte in order to induce the 
Ottoman Government to carry into execution the reforms on which the Powers have 
decided, it may be expected that Russia will willingly associate herself in any 
taeasures which the more liberal Powers may consider to be necessary. At the 
same time, as in the case of Germany, so in the case of Austria-Hungary, 
M. Isvolsky is desirous generally to be in close relations with the Government at 
Vienna. In less essential matters, such as Crete, in which Russian interests are 
comparatively slight, _M. Isvolsky would be willing to lend a ready ear to Austrian 
wishes. It has occasionally been rumoured that there has been a desire to revive 
a three Emperors’ alliance, and some have gone so far as to assume that some 
steps have been taken in that direction. So serious a departure in the foreign policy 
of Russia is not probable, in any ease for the present, and it may be said that so 
long as M. Isvolsky remains at the head of foreign affaire it will not be accomplished 
or even premeditated. He is perfectly well aware that in the first place it would 
be an unpopular event among the great bulk of Russian public opinion, and that 
in the second place the present is not the moment for Russia to embark on any 
engagements of such a nature which would lead to a complete reversal of her 
existing political relations. The project may be dismissed as visionary. 


No. 549. 

Memorandum respecting the Anglo-Russian Convention. {^) 


Persia. 

Confidential. (9180.) Foreign Office, January 29, 1908. 

The limits of the British sphere of influence in Persia as defined by Article n(*) 
were inspired by the desire of His Majesty’s Government to secure their really 
vital interest in the safeguarding of the strategical position on the Indian frontier. 
This was in^cated by the late Government in 1908 as a triangle of territory 
including Seistan, Kerman, and Bunder Abbas so as to render it impossible to 
construct a Russian railway to Bunder Abbas or any port east of that place, the 
Admiralty considering that, with our practical possession of the Mussendim 
promontory, all danger from a Russian port in the Persian Gulf would be obviated. 
It was held that, if the Government of India could obtain this and nothing more 
by the payment of 500,0001. to the Persian Government, a good bargain would 
have been made, as it mi^t save India from largely increased naval contributions 
and military expenditure in the future- This view was accepted by the Viceroy. 
Lord Curzon. 

(1) [This memorandum was prepared ip the Foreign OfiSce, but the writer cannot be traced.! 
[c. supra, p. 608, No. 466, end.} 
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The recognition by Persia of the British sphere of influence in South-East 
Persia would have had no binding effect upon Eussia, but the Eussian Government 
have now formally recognized this sphere of influence, and no payment in money 
has, been made for it. 

The creation of a Eussian and British sphere of influence is in reality only a 
self-denying Ordinance, by whieh each Government pledge themselves not to seek 
for concessions in the other’s sphere. Other Powers are at liberty, as formerly, to 
seek concessions all over Perfla, and British trade will be carried on in the Eussian 
and neutral zones on the same terms as hitherto and as the trade of other foreign 
countries, the sole restriction on British enterprise being that British concessions 
cannot be sought in the Eussian zone. 

It may be observed that although Great Britain has occupied a predominant 
position in Southern Persia for more than 100 years, British trade and enterprise 
have so far failed to obtain any permanent results beyond a concession for the 
navigation of the Karun, the construction of a road from Ahwaz to Ispahan and 
Tehran, and certain telegraph lines. The continuance of these concessions js 
guaranteed by the Treaty. 

,Ab regards the trade routes in Persia, an all-British route exists from Ahwaz 
to Tehran, and British trade on the Bushire-Tehran and Khanikin-Tehran routes 
will, be subjected in the future to the same treatment as hitherto. 

The limits of the Eussian zone were defined by the Eussian Government, and 
there are no British concessions within those limits which have not been 
safeguarded. 

The line of the British zone from Birjand was not drawn to the intersection of 
the Eussian and Afghan frontiers, .since it was realized that such a line could have 
no possible effect on a possible Eussian movement towards Afghanistan, but care was 
taken, during the negotiations, that none of the western frontier of Afghanistan 
should come within the Eussian zone.' 

The Imperial Bank of Persia have informed the Foreign Office of their great 
satisfaction at the terms of the Agreement relating to Persia. 

Afghanistan. 

We have now for the first time obtained from Eussia, in writing and in the 
form of a definite Treaty engagement, (®) assurances on the following three points, 
which had hitherto been only verbal and, as the EusSian Government stated, not 
binding indefinitely upon them : — 

1. That the Eussian Government consider Afghanistan as outside the sphere of 

Eussian influence. 

2. That all their political relations with Afghanistan shall be conduoted through 

the intermediary, of His Majesty’s Government, 

3. That they will not send any Agents into Afghanistan. ^ 

The absence In Article II of a corresponding engagement on the part of Eussia 
not, to annex or occupy any portion of Afghanistan is covered by the declaration in 
Article I on the part of the Eussian Government that * Afghanistan is outside the 
sphere of Eussian influence. ^ . i 

The principle of direct relations to be established between the Eussian and 
Afghan authorities for the settlement of local questions of a non-political character 
was* conceded by the late Government in 1903, and the Eussian Aihbassador, '^as 
so informed. It was also included in the draft proposals for ah Ahglo^Kttssito 
Agreement submitted by Lord Lansdowne to the Eussian Ambassador in November 
1903. 

(») [The text of the Afghan Convention is printed', 5,^44, Ko^.483, and- infra 

p. 619, Appendix I.] 
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Commerciial agents cannot be appointed in Afghanistan without previous 
agreement between the British and Eussian Governments, and without due regard 
to the Ameer’s sovereign rights. 

The [need of the] consent of the Ameer to an Agreement relating • to 
Afghanistan was recognized by the late Government, since in the proposals submitted 
by Lord Lansdowne to the Eussian Ambassador the following sentence occurs : — 

“It will be necessary that His Majesty’s Government should obtain the 
approval of the Ameer of Afghanistan before any Arrangement dealing with 
this question is concluded.'’ 

Moreover, the Ameer is bound to follow our advice in hie foreign relations. 
'To have consulted him about the questions of direct communication and commercial 
arrangements before signing the Agreement with Eussia would have made him a 
third party to the negotiations. To have omitted Article V would have involved 
allowing the Eussian Government at once to give effect to the arrangements as to 
frontier communications and trade, but this would have been impossible without the 
Ameer’s consent. 

The dilemma was to get the Ameer’s consent before or after signature. It was 
decided for the above reasons to get it after signature. We have no reason to doubt 
that the Ameer will give his consent. He was on tour when the Treaty was signed. 
He wrote on the 29th September that he could not deal with so important a subject 
until he was back at his capital. This attitude was reasonable. He returned to 
Cabul on the 25th November. In view of the time which Orientals take over 
correspondence, and the importance of the subject, which necessitated consultation 
with his advisers, it is no matter of surprise that he has not yet replied. 

Thibet. 

The provisions of the Agreement relating to Thibet (*) do not go beyond the 
assurances given in 1904 by Lord Lansdowne to the Eussian Ambassador. 

The position is that, in return for agreeing to embody the assurances of the late 
Government in a formal document, we have obtained similar assurances from Eussia ; 
and that in addition, we actually get formal Eussian consent to the maintenance of 
a preferential position for Great Britain in Thibet over all other foreign countries 
in regard to frontier and commercial matters. 

On the 10th May, 1904, (') Lord Lansdowne informed Count Benckendorff that, 
in return for the adhesion of the Eussian Government to the Khedivial Decrees, 
Hi^ Majesty’s Government would be prepared to give to the Eussian Government 
an assurance to the following effect : — 

His Majesty’s Government still adhere to the policy laid down in their telegram 
of the 6th November to the Government of India, (‘) i.e., that they do not contemplate 
any annexation of Thibetan territory, nor the establishment of a permanent Mission 
at Lhassa. At the same time His Majesty’s Government cannot undertake not to 
depart in any eventuality from the policy which now commends itself to them. 

On the 2nd June, 1904,(0 the following written communication was made to 
Count Benckendorff: — 

“ Your Excellency has inquired, in the course of recent conversation, whether the opposition 
which has been offered to the British Mission to Thibet has in any way naodifled the policy of His 
■ Majesty's Government in regard to that country, as described in their telegram to the Government 
of India of the 6th November, 1908. 

(^) [The text of the arrangement concerning Thibet is printed, supra, pp. 362-4, No. 817, 
and infra, p. 620.] 

(*> [». supra, pp. 307-9, No. 291.] 

,(*) [v. supra, p. 806, Ed, note.] 

(^) [®. supra, p. 310, No. 298.] 
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■■ His Majesty’s Government announced in that telegram that, m sanctioning the 
Colonel YounghusLnd’s Mission to Gyantse, they were clearly of opimon that 
be aUowed to lead to the occupation of Thibet, or to permanent intervention in “ f 

They stated that the advance was to be made for the sole purpose of obtaimng satisfaction and 
that, as soon as reparation had been obtained, withdrawal would be the ou Son 

that they were not prepared to establish a permanent Mtssion in Thibet S® 1^01! on 

of enforcing trade facilities in that country was to be considered in the hght of the decision 

conveyed^m ^he Majesty’s Government still adhere to the policy thus 

described, though it is obvious that their action must to some extent depend upon the conduct 
of the ThibetaSs themselves, and that His Majesty’s Government cannot undertake that they 
will not depart in any eventuality from the policy which now commends itself to them, they 
desire, however, to state in the most emphatic terms that, so long as no other Power endeavours to 
intervene in the affairs of Thibet, they will not attempt either to annex it, to establish a 
JPfotectorate over it, or hi any way io control its internal administration. 


To take one by one the Articles likely to be criticised. 


Article II.—" It is clearly understood that Buddhists, subjects of Great Britain or of Russia, 
mav enter into direct relations on strictly religious matters with the Dalai Lama and the other 
representatives of Buddhism in Thibet; the Governments of Great Britain and Russia engage, 
so far as they are concerned, not to allow those relations to. infringe the stipulations of the present 
Agreement.” 


FroDQi tini6 i tt* T np.m nr i a, 1 TBlsitioiis liftvB BxistBd bstwoBii th.B Hussiaiii Buriats and 
the Buddhist authorities at Lhassa. During the negotiation of this Convention the 
Bussian Government laid stress upon the importance of the spiritual relations 
between the Buriats and Lhassa being maintained and recognized. As it would have 
been impossible to prevent pilgrimages to Lhassa, and communications between the 
Buriats and the Eepresentatives of Buddhism in Thibet, such relations have now 
been put on a recognized footing with every possible safegrrard against their 
developing into political intrigues. 


Article III . — “ The British and Russian Governments respectively engage not to send 
Representatives to Lhassa.” 


In this His Majesty’s Government have only embodied in a more formal 
document the engagement already taken towards Eussia in June 1904 by their 
predecessors. In return for this we have obtained an engagement on the part of the 
Eussian Government that they will not send a Eepresentative to Lhassa. 

His Majesty’s Government, in a despatch to the Government of India dated 
December 1904, had already declared the right of access to Lhassa as inconsistent 
with their policy. 

Article IV . — The two High Contracting Parties engage neither to seek nor to obtain, 
whether for themselves or their subjects, any Concessions for railways, roads, telegraphs, and 
mines, or other rights in Thibet.” 


By Article IX of the Anglo-Thibetan Convention of the 7th September, 1904, (®) 
it stated that — 

” The Government of Thibet engages that, without the previous consent of the BriMsh 
Government, no Concessions for railways, roads, telegraphs, mining, or other rights, shall be 
granted to any foreign Power, or to the subject of any foreign Power. In the ev«Qt of consent 
to such Coneessiops being granted, similar or equivalent Concessions shall be granted to the 
British Government.” 


In the subsequent Convention with China(*) (Article III) it was ejcpressly stated 
that no Concession was to be given to any foreigners (apart from Chinese). We 
have therefore only extended to Eussia an undertaking to which we had already 
hotmd ourselves by an international instrument as well as by a verbal promise to 
Eussia, for on 27th September, 1904, (^'’) Lord Lansdowne, in the eohrse of a 

(®) [u. supra f pp. No. 296.] • - 

(®) [ij. supra, pp. B24-*6, No* B05, $ncL X.] 

[i;. swpm, pp. B19-2Q, No. BOX.] 
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converBation with the Eussian Charge d’ Affaires, observed : ‘ ‘ Article IX, as I 

understood it, was a kind of self-denying Ordinance which affected ourselves as well 
as other Powers. We had no desire to annex Thibetan territory or to intervene 
in Thibetan affairs, or to have political Eepresentatives in the country, but it must 
be clearly understood that other Powers were to be placed under a similar disability.” 

With regard to the Anglo-Eussian Convention as a whole, it may be generally 
stated that it has successfully removed causes of friction between Great Britain 
and Eussia in Asia, and has enabled the two Powers to co-operate usefully together 
in Persia in maintaining a peaceful policy which it would quite recently have been 
difficult to secure had no such Convention existed. The removal of all causes of 
discord in Asia will no doubt contribute to more harmonious relations between the 
two Powers in Europe. 


No. 550. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Private. (^) 

My dear Nicolson, Foreign Office, February 24, 1908. 

I am quite satisfied with the way in which our Eussian Agreement has been 
received. 

The official Opposition here, at any rate Lord Lansdowne and Brodrick, were 
perfectly fair, and I regarded their speeches as summing up in favour of the 
Convention, though they made criticisms. Balfour was more critical, but on the 
other hand he laid stress on what we had gained as regards Seistan. 

It may not have been very wise, I did not feel it at all desirable, as regards 
Eussian opinion to emphasise this point in public; but, after the attacks of Curzon 
and Percy, it was absolutely necessary to put the case for the Convention strongly. 

The Eussians ought, however, to understand that everything will depend upon 
the spirit which they show, and it is most important that public opinion here should 
be favourably impressed by the attitude of the Eussians towards us during the 
next year or two. 

People here do not think that the Convention, as an isolated bargain, is a 
good one; but they will be pleased if it leads to a generally friendly attitude of 
Eussia towards us. Hoping and expecting this, they have cordially approved of the 
Convention, and Eussia must be careful not to disappoint them. 

I do not agree with that, even as an isolated bargain, the Convention is a bad 
one, because any one behind the scenes knows that what we have gained 
strategically is real, while the apparent sacrifices we have made commerciaUv are 
not real. 

I am concerned to hear that the Eussians are going to refuse to co to 
Arbitration about the “Ehight Commander.” ® 

If they do refuse, the effect will be very bad. 

It is not as if were were asking them to concede our claims; all we are asking 
IB that they should agree to refer our claims to Arbitration. A refusal to arbitrate 
would be taken here as showing a stiff and unfriendly spirit. And I really think 
that the Eussians should allow all these shipping cases which are in dispute to go 
to Arbitration. ® 

1 have spoken to Benckendorff in this sense already. 

We must go carefully in the Macedonian Question. 

. - ^ am quite pleased, from the point of view of general policy, that events are 
brining Eussia and us together. But a combination of Britain, Eussia, and Prance 
m the Concert must for the present be a weak one. Prance has her hands full m 

(*). [Oarnofk MSS.] 
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Morocco, and is naturally reluctant to run the risk of even diplomatic friction in 
connection with any other matter which might re-act unfavourably on her in 
Morocco. Eussia is weak after the war, and her internal affairs are anything but 
secure. 

Ten years hence, a combination of Britain, Eussia, and Prance may be able 
to dominate Near Eastern policy; and within that time events will probably make 
it more and more clear that it is to the interest of Eussia and us to work together ; 
but we must go slowly. i 

I am anxious about the reports that re-actionary policy may get the upper 
hand in Eussia. If Finland is badly treated, or if there are any more “pogroms/^ 
public opinion here will be very adversely affected, and make it quite impossible 
for the King to arrange a meeting with Tsar, (a meeting which I should like, but 
which I hardly dare suggest while the prospects of Eussian internal policy are so 
ominous). 

Of course, I do not mean that the, internal policy of Eussia will affect tht 
policy of the Foreign Office here; but if it adversely affects public opinion here, 
then unfavourable expressions will be uttered in Parliament and elsewhere; every 
sign that we and Eussia are working together will lead to expressions of 
dissatisfaction instead of being welcomed, and such a state of things would 
necessarily re-act very badly upon the disposition of the Eussian Government 
towards us. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. GEEY. 
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APPENDIX I. 


I^ULL TEXT OF CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED EINGDOM AND RUSSIA 
RELATING TO PERSIA, AFGHANISTAN, AND THIBET, SIGNED AT 
ST. PETERSBURGH, AUGUST 31, 1907. 

Convention. 

Sa Majpste le Roi du Royaume Uni de la Grande Bretagne et dTrlande et des TerritoireB 
Eritanniques au del^ des mers, Empereur des Indes, et Sa Majesti^ TEmpDroiir de toutea les 
Russies, animea du sincere ddsir de r4-gler d’un consentenaent mutuel diil^rentes questions touohant 
aux int^rets de Leurs Etats sur le continent Asiatique, ont resolu do conclure des Hccorda destines 
^ pr^venir toute cause de nxalentendus entre la Grande Bretagne et la Russie par rapport aux 
dites questions et ont nomine k cet efi’et pour Leurs Plenipotentiaires respectifs — savoir : 

Sa Majesty le Roi du Royaumc I^ni de la Grande Bretagne et d’lrlando et des Torritoires 
Eritanniques au deR des mers, Empereur do.s Indes : 

le Tr^s^ Honorable Sir Authur Nioolson;, son Ambassadeur Extraordinaire et Pli^nipotentiuiro 
pr^-s Sa Majeatd FEmpereur de toutes les Russies, 

Sa Majesty I’Empcreur de toutes lea Russies : 

le maitre de sa Cour Alexandre lawolaky, Ministre dos Alffairea EtrangSires, 

leaqueis, apr^s s’etre communiqud leurs ploina pouvoirs, trouvea on bonne ot dut* forme, sent 
convenus de ce qui suit : 

Arrangement eoneernani la Pone. 

Les Gouvernements de la Grande Bretagne i^t de Russie, a’etaut mutuelloment engages k 
respecter I’int^grite et I’indtipondance de la Perse (‘t deiairant ainebrement la preservation de Fordro 
dans toute, I’^tendue de ce pays et son d^voloppement paeifique, aussi bien quo Ut^tabliBsement 
permanent d’avantages tigaux pour le commerce et Uindustrio de toutea les autrea nations; 

conaidt^rant quo chacun d’eux a, pour des raisons d’ordre geograpbique et 6conomique, un 
int^ret special au rnaintien de la paix et de Uordre dans certaines provinces de la Perse contiguSs 
ou voisines k la frontier© Russe, d’une part, et aux frontiil?res de I’Afghanistan et du Beloudjistan, 
de I’autre; et 4tant d^sireux dV,viter tout motif de conflit entre leurs int^r^ts respoctifs dans los 
provinces persanes dont il a fait mention plus haut; 

se sent mis d ’accord sur les termea suivants : 

l. 

La Grande Bretagne a’ongage ^ no pas rechorcber pour elle-m^me et k ne pas appuyer en 
faveur de sujets britonuiques, aussi bien qu’en favour de sujots de Puissances tierces, de concessions 
quelconques de nature politique ou commerciale — telles que les concessions de chemins de fer, de 
banques, de tcd(^graphes, de routes, de transport, tUnssuranco etc. — au del^i. d’une ligne allant de 
Kasri-Chirin par Isfahan, lezd, Khakh ot abouti.sHant k im point sur la frontioro Persane k 
Uinterseotion des fronti^ros Russe et Afghano, ot k ne pas s’opposer, directement ou indirectement, 
k des demandes de parcilles concessions dans cette region aoutonuos par lo Gouvernement Russe. 
II est bien entendu que les localites mentioundes oi-dossus ontrent clans la rdgion ob la Grando 
Bretagne s ’engage k ne pas rechercher les susdites concessions. 

11 . 

La Rusaie de son c6t^ a ’engage k no pas recheixsher pour elle ineme et k ne pas appuyer en 
faveur de sujets russea, aussi bion qu’en favour de aujets de Puissances tierces, do concessions 
quelconques de nature politique ou commerciale, telles que lea conoeasions de chemins de fer, de 
banques, de t416gtaphea, de routes, de transport, d’assurance etc.-— au del^ d’une ligne alJant de la 
fronti&re Afghane par Gazik, Birdjand, Kerman et aboutissant k Bender- Abbas, et k ne pas s’opposer, 
directement ou indirectement, k des demandes de pareilles concessions dans cette region soutenues 
par le Gouvernement Britannique, II est bien entendu que les localitds mentionn^es ci-dessua 
entrant dans la region oii la Russie s’engage k ne pas rechercher les susdites concessions. 

m. 

La Russie s’engage pour sa part k ne pas s’opposer, sans a’^tre pr^alablement entendue avec 
I’Angleterre, ce que des concessions quelconques soient donn^es k des sujets britanniques dans 
les regions de la Perse situ^es entre les lignes mentionn^es dans les articles I et II. 

La Grande Bretagne prend un engagement identique en ce qui oonoerne des concessions k 
donner k des sujets russes dans les mtoes regions de la Perse. 

Toutes les concessions existant actuellement dans les regions ddsigndes dans les articles I et II 
sent maintenues* 

IV. 

II est entendu que les revenue de toutes lee douanes persanes, k Uexception de celles du 
Farsistan et du Golfe Persique, revenue garontissant ramortisaement et lee intJr^ts des ernprunts 
oopclus par le Gouvernement du Bchah k la Baaque d’Esoompta et de Pr^ta de Perse jusqu’k 
la &te de la signature du present arrangement, seront ateetds au mtoe but que par le passd. 



II est 6galement entendu que les revenus des douanes persanes du Farsistan et du Golfe 
Persique, aussi bien que ceux des pecheries sur le littoral persan de la mer Caspienne et ceux des 
Postes et T^l^grapbes seront affeot^s eomme par le passd au service des empruuts conclus par le 
Oouvernement du Sohah k la Eanque Imperiale de Perse jusqu’^ la date de la signature du present 
arrangement. 


V. 

En cas d ’irr^gularit^s dans I’amortissement ou le paiement des % % des emprunts persans 
eonclus k la Banque d’Escompte et de Frets de Perse et k la Banque Imperiale de Perse jusqu’k la 
date de la signature du present arrangement, et si la n^cessit^ se pr^sente pour la Russie d’instituer 
un controle sur des sources de revenus garantiasant le service rigulier des emprunts conclus k ia 
premiere cles dites Banques et situ^es dans la region mentionn^e dans Particle II du present 
arrangement, ou pour la Grande Bretagne d’instituer un controle sur des sources de revenus 
garantissant le service regulier des emprunts conclus k la seconde des dites Banques et situ^es 
dans la region mentionn^e dans Particle I du present arrangement, les Gouvernements Anglais 
et Russe s’engagent k entrer pr^alablement dans un dchange d’idees amical en vue de determiner 
d’un commun accord les mesures de controle en question et d’^viter toute ingi^rence qui ne serait 
pas conforme aux principes servant de base au present arrangement. 


Convention concenmnt V Afghanistan. 

Les Hautes Parties Contractantes, en vue d ’assurer la parfaite security sur les frontier es 
respectives en Asie Centrale et le maintien dans ces regions d’une paix solide et durable, ont 
•conclu la convention suivante : 

AETicnE I. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste Britannique declare qu’il n’a pas Pintention de changer 
P^tat politique de PAfghanistan. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesty Britannique s’engage en outre k exercer son influence en 
Afghanistan seulement dans un sens paoifique et il ne prendra pas lui mtoe en Afghanistan et 
n’enoouragera pas PAfghanistan k prendre des mesures mena^ant la Russie. 

De son c5t^, le Gouvernement Imperial de Russie declare qu’il reconnait PAfghanistan comme 
se trouvant en dehors de la sphkro de Pinfluence russe, ct il s ’engage k sc servir pour toutes ses 
relations politiques avec PAfghanistan de I’interm^diaire du Gouvernement de Sa Majesty 
Britannique; il s’engage aussi k n’envoyer aucuns Agents en Afghanistan. 

Artioi^ II. 

Lo Gouvernement de Sa Majesty Britannique ayant d^elard dans le traits sign^ k Kaboul 
le 21 Mars 1905 qu’il reconnait Parrangement et les engagements conclus avec le ddfunt Emir 
Abdur Rahman et qu’il n’a auoune intention de s’ing^rer dans 1 ’administration int4rieure du 
territoiro Afghan, la Grande Bretagne s’engage k ne pas annexer ou oocuper, contrairement au dit 
traitd, une partie quelconque de PAfghanistan, ni k s’ing^rer dans P administration int^rieure de 
ce pays, sous reserve que PEmir remplira les engagements d6jk contractus par lui k P^gard du 
Gouvernement de Sa Majestd Britannique en vertu du traits susmentionn4. 

* Artioi#e III. 

Lea autorit^s Russes et Afghanes, sp^cialement d6sign<^es k cet eflet, sur la frontikre ou dans 
les provinces fronti^resi, pourront 4tablir des relations directes r^ciproques pour r^gler les questions 
iocales d’un caractfere non politique. 

Aetiolb IV. 

Les Gouvernements de la Grande Bretagne et de Russie d4olarent reconnaitre, par rapport k 
PAfghanistan, le principe de Pdgalit^ de traitement pour ce qui concerne le commerce et 
conviennent que toutes les facilit^s qui ont 6t4 ou seront acquises k Pavenir au commerce et aux 
oonamerpants anglais et anglo-indiens, seront ^galement appliqu^ea au commerce et aux commerqants 
russes. Si le d^veloppement du commerce vient k d^montrer la n4cessit^ d’agents oommerciaux, 
les deux Gouvernements s’entendront sur les mesures k prendre, eu ^gard bien entendu aux 
droits souverains de PEmir. 

Aetiole V, 

Lea presents arrangements n’entreront en vigueur qu’k partir du moment oh le Gouvernement 
Britannique aura notifid au Gouvernement de Russie le consentement de PEmir aux termes 
oi-des5us stipules. 
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Arrangement concernani le Thibet. 

Les Gouvernements de la Grande Bretagne et de Russia, reconnaissant les droits suzerains de la 
Chine sur le Thibet et consid^rant que par suite de sa situation gdographique la Grande Bretagne 
a un int^r^t special h voir le regime actual des relations ext^rieures du Thibet integralement 
maintenu, sent convenus de Tarrangement suivant : 

Article I. 

Les deux Hautes Parties Gontractantes s'engagent h respecter I’intdgritd torritoriale du Thibet 
et s’abstenir de toute ing^rence dans son administration ink^rieure. 

Artioub n. 

Se conformant au principe admis de la suzerainetd de la Chine aur le Thibet, la Grande 
Bretagne et la Russie s’engagent h ne traiter avec le Thibet ‘que par rcntremisc du Gouvernoment 
Ohinois. Get engagement n'exelut pas toutefois les rapports directs des agents commeroiaux 
anglais avee les autoritds thibdtaines prdvus par I’article V de la convention du 7 septembra 1904 
entre la Grande Bretagne et le Thibet et conJfirmda par la convention du 27 Avril 1906 entre la 
Grande Bretagne et la Chine; il ne modifie pas non plus les engagements assumds par la Grande 
Bretagne et la Chine en vertu de rarticle I do ladite convention de 1906. 

II est bien entendu que les bouddhistes tant sujets britanniques que russcs peuvent entrer 
en relations directes sur le terrain stnetement religicux avec lo Bala!-Lama et les autres 
reprdsentants du bouddhisme au Thibet; les Gouvernements de la Grande Bretagne et de Russie 
s’engagent, pour autant qu’il ddpendra d’eux, no pas admettre que cos relations puissent porter 
attaints aux stipulations du present arrangement. 

Artiotjb III. 

Les Gouvernements Britannique et Russe s’engagent, chaoun pour aa part, h ne pas envoyer 
de Reprdsentants ^ Lhaesa, 

Article IV, 

Les deux Hautes Parties s’engagent h ne reoheroher ou obtenir, ni pour leur propr© oompte^. 
ni en faveur de leurs sujets, aucunes concessions d© chemins de fer, routes, t^Wgraphes et mines, ou 
autres droits au Thibet. 

Article V. 

Les deux Gouvernements eont d ’accord qu’aucune partie des revenus du Thibet, soit en nature, 
soit en esp^ces, ne peut ^tre engagde ou assignde tant h la Grande Bretagne et h la Russie qu’i 
leurs sujets. 


Annexe a Varrangement entre la Grande Bretagne et la Russie oonoemawt le Thibet. 

La Grande Bretagne r^affirme la declaration sign^e par Son Excellence le Vioe-Roi et 
Gouvemeur G^ndral des Indea et annexde k la ratification de la convention du 7 septembre 1904, 
stipulant que I’occupation de la valine de Chumbi par les forces britanniques prendra fin apr^s 
le payement de trois annuitds de I’indemniid de 25.0D.0DO roupiea, h condition qua las placea 
de tnarch^ mentionn^ss dans I’artiole II da la dite convention aient dtd efeotivement ouvertes 
depuis trois ans et quo les autorit^s thib^taines durant oett© pMode se sclent oonformdes 
strictement sous tqus les rapports aux termes de ladite convention de 1904. II est bien entendu 
que si rocoupation de la vallde du Chumbi par les forces britaimiqu^ n’aura pas pris fin, pour 
quelque raison que ce soit, k I’dpoque pr^vue par la declaration preoite©, las Gouvemementa 
Britannique et Russe entreront dans un ^change de vues amical k o© sujet. 


La pr^sente convention sera ratifi^e et les ratifications en seront dohflmg^es k St. Rdtersbourg 
aussitdt que fair© se pourra, 

En foi d© quoi les P14nipotentiaires respeotifs ont signd la present© convention et y ont appoed- 
leurs cachets. 

Fait II St. F^tersbourg, en double exp4dition, le 16/Sl Aofit 1907* 

A, NICQLSON. 

(L.S.) 


I8WOLSEY. 

(L.B.) 
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[ED. 2^ GTE. — Katifications were exchanged on September 23, v supra, p. 504, No. 456, 
note (2). Parts of the above text are printed above; Persia, pp. 502-4, No. 456; Afghanistan, 
pp. 541-4, No. 493; Thibet, pp. 352-4, No, 317. The notes relating xo Thibet which were 
exchanged at the time of the conclusion of the Convention are printed above, pp. 354-5, 
Nos. 318 (fl) and (b). For the text of the Persian Gulf Declaration made by Sir Edward Grey at 
the same time as the signature of the Convention, v. -supra, pp. 501-2, No. 455, and note.] 


APPENDIX 11. 


THE RUSSIAN PRO-MEMORIA ON THE SUBJECT OF THE RESTORATION OF THE 
RUSSO-AFGHAN BOUNDARY PILLARS, SEPTEMBER 22/OCTOBER 5, 1903.(i) 

Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

F.O. Russia 1727. 

{No. 320.) St. Petershurgh, D. October 6, 1903. 

My Lord, R. October 9, 1903. 

With reference to Sir Charles Scott's despatch No. 284 of the 16th ultimo, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith copy of a Pro Memorid which I have received from the Imperial Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs on the subject of the restoration of the Russo- Afghan Boundary Pillars. 

I have, (fcc. 

CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Pro-Memorid. 

Par un Pro-Memorid en date du 30 Aout/12 Septembre a[nnde] c[ourante], I’Ambassadeur 
d’Angleterre a bien voulu revenir encore une fois h, la question de T envoi simultand d’oflficiers 
Russes et Anglais ^ la frontiers Russo-Afghane pour la r^installation de quelques piliers de 
demarcation. 

Afin d’^viter tout malentendu, le Miniature des Affaires Etrang^res croit devoir remarquer 
que, comme il a 4t6 pr4c4demment expos4 dans sa notice du 7 aout, 1903, ce n’eat paa sur le 
fait de la remise du Pro-Memorid du 25 janvier/d f^vrier 1900 que se basent les objections du 
Minist^re IMPERIAL, comme PAmbassade Britannique parait Pentendre, mais bien sur les 
considerations qui y 4taient longuement d^veloppdes quant la n^eessit^ de P^tablissement de 
rapports directs entr© la Russia et P Afghanistan, vu les changements qui s’^taient produits dans 
PAsie Central© pendant les d emigres anndes. 

La question du r^tablissement des piliers n© touchant en rien ^ Pordre g4n4ral des choses 
dans ces parages, 1© Ministfere des Affaires Etrang^res ne peut que r6it4rer sa ferme decision de 
suivre le proc^d6 indiqu6 dans ses communications ant^rieures et se fait un devoir d’ajouter 
qu’aprfes les explications tranches qu’il ^tait memo de donner h ce sujet il conaidfere la question 
dont il s’agit comme d^finitivement close. 

St. PStersbourg, le 22 Septembre/5 Octobre, 1903. 

MINUTE. 

The note is expressed in ambiguous terms and were it not for the word “objections one 
might almost doubt its meaning. 

On© can infer that the Russian Gov[emmen]t regard the boundary pillar question as a matter 
which they insist upon settling directly with the Ameer’s Gov[ernmen]t. 

Further correspondence seems useless and according to C[oun]t Benckendorff in hia interview 
with Sir G, Scott C[oun]t Lamsdorff does not appreciate the importance attached to the question 
by H[is] M[ajesty’s] Gov[ernmen]t. 

0. H. 

please speak, ^ 

(^) [This appears to be the communication described as “peremptory in tone, and almost 
discourteous in its terms ” on p. 184, No. 181 (b). As it is also alluded to pp. 18^7, No. 182, 
and p. 519, Nos. 465-6, and as in the last instance it is stated that its tone was “ deeply 
resented,” the Editors have thought it well to give the text,] 
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APPENDIX III. 


DESPATCH FROM SIR C. IIARDINGB TO SIR EDWARD GREY,, D. JANUARY 6, 1906, 

R. JANUARY 20, 1906, ON THE SUBJECT OF ANGLO-RUSSIAN RELATIONS. 

Sir C. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey. 

F.O. 671/121. 

(No. 32.) St. Petershurghf D. JaniLary 6, 1906. 

Sir, R. January 20, 1906. 

I have the honour to report that I arrived in St. Petersburg yesterday. The town presented 
its usual peaceful aspect with indications of festive preparations for the celebration of Christmas 
day to-morrow, large numbers of Christmas trees being in the streets for sale. 

I at once called upon Count Lamsdorff, and handed to His Excellency an official request to 
be received in audience by the Emperor so as to present to His Majesty the letter from the King 
announcing my recall. 

It was tacitly agreed that any discussion of political questions should be postponed until 
another occasion and I therefore called again on Count Lamsdorff to-day and had an hour’s 
friendly conversation with His Excellency. 

I told Count Lamsdorff that the day before I left London I had the pleasure of .seeing 
Count Benckendorff, and that tlis Excellency had given me some notes in his own handwriting 
from which it appeared that the Russian Government had received information from their 
Minister in China to the effect that His Majesty’s Government were negotiating a treaty with thi* 
Chinese Government, relating to Thibet, which would be in contravention with the repeated 
assurances of Land [nc] Lansdowne as to the intentions of His Majesty’s Government. The 
substance of the information given by M, Pokhotiloff proved however to be purely imaginary and 
to have no foundation whatever, and it was evident that he had been made the victim of ii 
deception. I gave Count Lamsdorff a short account of what had taken place and of how the 
negotiations for the conclusion of a treaty of adhesion had failed, and I assured him that our 
situation in Thibet remained the same as at the conclusion of the Convention which had been 
ratified on the 11th November 1904 and subsequently published. (’■) 

His Excellency thanked me for the information and stated that the reports sent by 
M. Pokhotiloff had appeared to him somewhat vague and improbable, but that he had thought it 
best to court a contradiction from His Majesty’s Government, since there was a certain partv 
in Russia who regarded with jealous suspicion any modification of the status quo in Thibet 
where Russian interests were, however, of a purely religious nature. He expressed his satisfaction 
that this report has been thus disposed of. 

I remarked to Count Lamsdorff that there appeared to me to bo some strange Agency at 
work endeavouring to create a sense of distrust betwTen the two Governments, for, while these 
baseless reports were being transmitted from China, still more absurd stories had been recently 
repeated from Constantinople of an extension of the Anglo-Japanpse Alliance to the. Near East 
with a view to modifying the international situation in the Straits of the Dardanelles and 
Bosphorus. (^) Such stories wore really too grotesque to require serious contradiction, and it was 
only from the Ru.ssian Government that such an incredible, suggestion had been heard. It was 
however far better in these cases to frankly ask for information from His Majesty’s Government 
and BO to prevent the pos.sibility of distrust being created by the intrigues of a third party, and 
T expressed the hope that Count Bcnckimdorff would invariably in such cases address himself 
to you or to me when I have taken up my duties at the Foreign Office, and thus prevent the 
po,SRibility of any misunderstandings. 

Count Lamsdorff replied that he had been completely mystified by this information which 
he had received in circumstantial detail from more than one source, and that he had warned 
the Russian Ambassador at Constantinople to unravel the mystery and to endeavour to ascertain 
the object and the origin of this palpable intrigue. Ho entirely agreed as io the expediency of a 
frank interchange of information between the two Governments as the best means of frustrating 
the manceuvres of those who wished to create mischief, and he expressed his confidence that in 
such a manner the unity of aim of the two countries would gradually become apparent to all 
parties, and that those differences which had existed in the past would likewise disappear. 

To this remark I replied that I had been very much struck during my recent absence in 
England by the change in public opinion towards Russia and by the warm sympathy generally 
felt towards her during the serious crisis through which she had been passing. I had been 
particularly impressed at hearing prayers offered up in a small country Church a few weeks ago 
for the restoration of peace and tranquillity in Russia, and I regarded such an incident as an 

(^) \v. supra, pp. 314“7, No. 298.] 

(2) [v. supra, pp. 213-4, No. 200; cp. also stipm, pp. 228-9, No. 213,] 
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indication of the feeling of all classes. I folt that after your conversation with Count Benckendorfif 
on the 13th ultimo it was hardly necessary for me to repeat that His Majesty’s Government would 
lesume with pleasure at a suitable moment the negotiations for a general understanding on all 
questions which had unfortunately been interrupted by the outbreak of the war and as a proof of 
the bona fides of the intentions of His Majesty’s Government I reminded His Excellency of your 
statement of your desire to avoid any action which might be interpreted as taking advantage of 
the embarrassments of the Russian Government or which might prejudice the success of the 
negotiations later. I remarked, however, that when you had talked to me on this subject before 
J left London you had distinctly stated that you expected an attitude of reciprocity on the part 
of the Russian Government and that no attempt would in the meantime be made by them to 
rnodiiy the status quo in Persia or elsewLere. I said that Persia had been particularly, mentioned 
since it was known to His Majesty’s Government that the Persian Government had made an 
application some time ago to the Russian Government for a loan of money, and that the loan 
had not been accepted owing to the onerous nature of the conditions imposed. The Persian 
Government had thereupon applied to His Majesty’s Government, and I knew that you were 
strongly opposed to granting the Persian Government any money at all, and that you had written 
to the Prime Minister in that sense . 

Count Lamsdorff replied that it was (juite true that an application for a loan had been made 
some time ago by the Persian Govemment but that he was very averse to' giving them any more 
money, as it was simply tlirowing money away. He fully appreciated the value of your message 
to Count Benckendorff and assured me that he gladly undertook to assume an attitude of 
reciprocity. He stated that there was no fear at present of any policy of adventure beine: adopted 
in Persia or elsewhere. 

I observed that it was not so much the action of officials or the Ministr^^ for Foreign AjSairs 
which was to be feared as that of persons such as M. Grube who, though belonging to the Ministry 
of Finance, acted in Persia quit© independently of the Russian Legation. 

Count Lamsdorff assured me that with the present Minister of Finance I need feel no alarm 
on that score and that it was not hkely that anything would now be done in Persia without his 
being previously consulted. 

I further mentioned that the only possible eventuality by which His Majesty’s Government 
might unwillingly be forced to deviate from their present policy of inaction would be in the case 
of a fanatical outbreak in the South of Persia against the Christians, when it might become 
necessary to protect British subjects in the South and more particularly in the ports of the 
Persian Gulf. Proofs of the imminence of such an outbreak were not however conclusive. 

He said that such an outbreak would constitute a common danger and no objection could 
be raised to the adoption of requisite precautions to crush it at once. 

Count LamsdorS finally expressed to me his great satisfaction at hearing what I had told 
him of the friendly sympathy manifested in England towards Russia which he interpreted as the 
result of a higher culture than that which prevails in this country and as a recognition of the 
necessity of a strong Russia as a counterpoise in the European system. He regarded the improve- 
ment in the relations of the two countries as a most happy and welcome omen for the future 

I havei, &c. 

CHARLES HARBIN GE. 


[ED. NOTE.— It has been thought well to reproduce the full text of this despatch here, 
since it is mentioned by Mr. C. Spring-Rice in his despatch No. Ill of February 7, 190& 
{V. supra, p. 379, No. 326), and supplements the documents already given describing the 
Anglo-Russian negotiations at the beginning of 1906. (cp. especially pp. 322-3, Ed. note.)] 
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APPENDIX IV. 


REVISED DRAFT OF ARRANGEMENT CONCERNING PERSIA, BENT TO 
SIR A. NICOLSON BY SIR EDWARD GREY ON JUNE 6, 1907. (M 

[ED. NOTE - — The following text of the British counter-draft sent to Sir A. Nicolson on 
June 6, 1907, is an alternative version to that given on pp. 466-8, No. 417, end. As explained 
on p. 468, Ed. note, the original has been destroyed with many other documents in the British 
Embassy at St. Petersburgh, and this version differs in important particulars from that given on 
pp. 466-^. Both are taken from printed copies. On the whole, internal evidence seems to suggest 
that the copy given below is the authentic one. But this can only be an opinion and the ipatter 
cannot be regarded as definitely settled.] 


F.O. 371/370 

The Governments of Great Britain and 
Russia, having mutually engaged to respect 
the integrity and independence of Persia, 
and being animated by a sincere desire for 
the preservation of order throughout the 
Persian Empire and for the peaceful 
development of that country as well as 
for the permanent establishment of equal 
advantages for the trade and industry of all 
other nations; 

Considering that each of them has, for 
geographical and economic reasons, a special 
interest in the maintenance of peace and 
order in certain provinces of Persia adjoining, 
or in the neighbourhood of, the Russian 
frontier on the one hand, and the frontiers 
of Afghanistan and Baluchistan on the other 
hand, and that Great Britain has a special 
interest in the maintenance of the status quo 
in the Persian Gulf; 

Recognizing the injurious effect resulting 
from the occurrence of local friction in their 
relations with Persia and with each other; 
and being desirous of avoiding all cause of 
conflict between their respective interests in 
the above-mentioned regions; 

Have agreed upon the following Con- 
vention : — 

Article I. 

Great Britain engages not to seek for 
herself, and not to support in favour of 
British subjects or in favour of the subjects 
of third Powers, any concessions of a 
political or commercial nature — such as 
concessions for railways, banks, telegraphs, 
roads, transport, insurance, &c.~-beyond a 
line starting from Kasr-i-Shirin, crossing 
Yezd and Kakhk and ending at a point on 
the Persian frontier at the intersection of the 
Russian and Afghan frontiers, and not to 
oppose, directly or indirectly, demands for 
similar concessions in this region which are 
supported by the Russian Government. 


Article TI. 

Russia, on her part, engages not to seek 
for herself and not to support, in favour of 
Russian subjects, or in favour of the subjects 


Les Gouvernements de la Grande-Brotagne 
et de la Russie, s’^tant mutuellement 
engag(5a h respecter Tintt^grit^ et Tindd^pon- 
dance de la Perse, et animtSs d’un sincere 
d^sir pour la preservation de Tordre dans 
toute r^tendue de 1 ’Empire Persan et pour le 
doveloppement pacifique de ce pays, ausai 
bien que pour r^tabliasement permanent des 
avantages 6gaux pour le commerce et 
I’induatrie de toutes les nations; 

Gonaidtirant que chacun d’eux a, pour des 
raisons d’ordre g4ographique et ^conomique, 
un int^ret sp^ciM au maintien de la paix et 
de Uordre dans certaines provinces de la 
Perse contigues ou voisines k la frontikre 
Russe, d’une part, et aux frontikres de 
I’Afghanistan et du B41oudjistan, de I’autre; 
et que la Grande-Bretagno a un int^ret special 
au maintien du statu quo au Golfe Persique; 

Constatant Teffet nuisible resultant des cas 
de friction sur place dans leura relations aveo la 
Perse et entre eux-memes, et (itant d^sireux 
d’^Svitor tout motif do conflit entre leurs 
intereta respectifs dans les regions sus- 
mentionnbea ; 

So sont mis d’accord sur la Convention 
auivanhi : — 

Article I. 

La Grando-Bretagne s’engage h ne pas 
rechercher pour ello-meme et k ne pas appuyer 
en faveur de sujets Britanniques, ausai bien 
qu’en faveur de sujets de Puissanct.^ tierces, 
de concessions queloonques de nature pfilitique 
ou commerciale — telles que les concessions de 
ohemin de for, de banques, de tdMgraphes, de 
routes, de transport, d ’assurance, &c.-*au delk 
d’uno ligno partant de Kaari-Chirin, traversant 
lezd et Khakh et aboutissant k un point sur 
la frontikre Persano contigu k Uintersection 
des frontikres Ruase et Afghane, et k ne pas 
s’oppoaer, dircctoment ou indirectement, k des 
demandes de parcillea concessions dans oette 
r^^gion soutenues par le Gouvernement Russe. 

Article IL 

La Russie, dc son cdt4, s ’engage k ne pas 
rechercher, pour elle-m^me, et k ne pas 
appuyer cn faveur de sujets Busses, auesi 


(^) supra, pp. 465-8, Ho. 417, and encL} 
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■of third Powers, any concessions of a political 
or commercial nature — such as concessions for 
railways, banks, telegraphs, roads, transport, 
insurance, &c. — beyond a line going from th.B 
Afghan frontier by way of Gazik, Birjand, 
Eerman and Bunder Abbas, and along the 
frontiers of Afghanistan and Baluchistan, and 
not to oppose, directly or indirectly, demands 
for similar concessions in this region which 
■are supported by the British Government. 


Article III. 

Russia, on her part, further engages not to 
•oppose, without previous arrangement with 
Great Britain, any grant of concessions to 
British subjects in the regions of Persia 
outside of the lines mentioned in Articles I 
and II. Great Britain undertakes a similar 
engagement as regards the grant of concessions 
to Russian subjects in the same regions of 
Persia. 

All existing concessions within the lines 
mentioned in Articles I and II are maintained. 


Article IV. 

It is understood that the revenues of all 
the Persian customs, with the exception of 
those of Farsistan and of the Persian Gulf, 
guaranteeing the repayment and the 
interests of the loans concluded in Russia 
by the Government of the Shah, shall be 
devoted to the same purpose as in the past. 

It is equally understood that the revenues 
of the Persian customs of Farsistan and of 
the Persian Gulf, as well as those of the 
Caspian Fisheries and of the Posts and 
Telegraphs, shall be devoted, as in the past, 
to the service of loans concluded by the 
Government of the Shah with the Imperial 
Bank of Persia. 

Article Y. 

In the event of irregularities occurring in 
the amortization or the payment of the interest 
of the Persian loans concluded in England 
or Russia up to the date of the signature of 
the present Arrangement, and in the event of 
the necessity arising, for one of the Con- 
tracting Parties to establish control over the 
sources of revenue affected to the regular 
service of the loans concluded with that 
Party by Persia, which are situated in the 
sphere of influence of the other Party, the 
British and Russian Governments undertake 
to enter beforehand into a friendly exchange 
of ideas with a view to determine, in 
agreement with each other, the means of 
giving effect to the measures of control in 
question, and to avoid all interference in the 
respective spheres which would not be in 
conformity with the principles governing the 
present Convention. 
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Men qu'en faveur de sujets de Puissances 
tierces, de concessions quelconques de nature 
politique ou commerciale — telles que lee 
concessions de chemin de fer, de banques, 
d© t^Mgraphes, de routes, de transport, 
d’assurances, fee. — au del^ d’une ligne allant 
de la fronti&re Afghan© par Gazik, Birjand, 
Kerman, et Bender- Abbas, et par les fronti&res 
de P Afghanistan et du Bdlouijistan, et k ne 
pas s’apposer, directement ou indirectement, 
k des demandes de pareilles concessions dans 
cette region soutenues par le Gouvernement 
Britannique. 

Article III. 

La Russie, de son c6t^, s'engage, en outre, 
k ne pas s’opposer, sans entente prealable 
avec la Grande-Bretagne, k des concessions 
en faveur de sujets Britanniques dans les 
regions de la Perse en dehors des lignes dont 
il a 4te fait mention aux Articles I et II, 
La Grande-Bretagne prend un engagement 
analogue k I’dgard des concessions en faveur 
de sujets Russes dans les memes regions de 
la Perse. 

Toute concession actuellement en vigueur 
dans les limites dont il a 4t4 fait mention 
aux Articles I et II est maintenue. 

Article IV. 

Il est entendu que les revenus de toutea 
les douanes Persanes, k Texception de celles 
du Farsistan et du Golfe Persique, hypo- 
th^quds au remboursement et aux intkrkts 
des emprunts conclus en Russie par le 
Gouvernement du Schah, seront affeetds au 
meme but que par le pass4. 

Il est 6galement entendu que lea revenue 
des douanes Persanes du Farsistan et du 
Golfe Persique, aussi bien que ceux des 
p^cheries Caspiennes et des Poates et T416- 
graphea, seront affect^s, comme par le pasa6, 
au service des emprunts conclus par le 
Gouvernement du Schah avec la Banque 
Imp^riale de Perse. 

Article V. 

En oas d^irr^gularit^s dans I’amortissement 
ou le paiemenfc des int^rets des emprunts 
Persans conclus jusqu’k la date de la signature 
du present Arrangement en Russie ou en 
Angleterre, et si la n^ceasit^ se presents pour 
une des Parties Contract antes d’instituer un 
contr61e sur les sources des revenus affeot^s 
au service rdgulier des emprunts conclus chez 
elle par la Perse, qui sont situ^es dans la 
aphkre d ’influence de I’autre Partie, les 
Gouvernements Russe et Anglais s’engagent 
k entrer pr^alablement dans un ^change 
d’id^es amical en vue de determiner, d’un 
commun accord, les moyens d’effeetuer les 
mesures de contr61e en question, et d’^viter 
tout© ing^rence dans les spheres respectives 
qui ne serait pas en conformity des prinoipes 
gouvernant la pr^sente Convention. 
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St. Petersburgh, 1902-5; Special Envoy to St. Petersburgh and London, 1907; later 
Minister of Justice, and Prime Minister. 
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Conversation with Sir F. LascGlles, 246-9 (No. 234). 
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607-9 (No. 546). 
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(Thibet) 352 (No. 317). 
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Conversation with Count Lamsdorff, 65 (No. 57, end). 
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Komura, Baron, Jap^ese Minister for Foreign Affairs, 1901-6, 1908-11; Plenipotentiary for the 
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To Sir N. O’Conor, 51 (No. 46). 
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To Sir C. Scott, 48 (No. 40, note (i)), 307 (No.. 290). 

To Mr. Spring.Rice, 183-4 (No. 181 (a.) ), 106-90 (Noe. 182-4), 306-7 (No. 289), 307-9 (No. 291). 
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Minute by, 299-300 (No. 281). 
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Morley, Mr. John (since 1908, 1st Viscount Morley of Blackburn), British Secretary of State for 
India, 1905-10. 
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Muraviev, M. N. V., Russian Minister of Justice, 1895-1905; Ambassador at Rome, 1906-9. 
Conversation with Sir E. Egerton, 252-3 (No. 239). 

Appointment as plenipotentiary, for Peace negotiations at Portsmouth, and his withdrawal 
91 (No. 88). 

Mushir-ud-Dowleh (Mirza Nasrulla Khan), Persian Grand Vizier, 1906-7. 

Conversation with Mr. Grant BufE, 378 (No. 324), 385 (No. 335). 


Mushir-ed-Dauleh (son of above). 

(v, snh Mirza Hass an Khan.) 

Musurus Pasha, Turkish Ambassador at London, 1903-8. 

To the 1st Secretary of the Sultan, 229 (No. 213, end.). 


Mutsu, Count H,, 1st Secretary at the Japanese Legation at London, 1901—7 (sometimaa 
Charge d' Affaires). 

Conversation with Sir E. Grey, 236-7 (No.. 220), 240-1 (No. 225). 

MuzAFFuu-un-DiN, Shah of Persia, 1896-1907. 

Death of, 356 {ed. note), 424 (ed. note). 

Sir A. Hardingc on, 375 (No. 322), 

(r, also suh Persia {Subject Index).) 

Napier, Lieut.-Col. H. D., Military Attach^ at the British Embassy at St. Petersburgh, 1903-7. 
To Sir A. Nicolson, 288-9 (No. 266), 410-1 (No. 367, end.), 530-2 (No. 476, end.). 
Conversation with Emperor Nicholas II, 288-9 (No. 266). 

Conversation with General Palitsin, 410-1 (No. 367, end), 529-32 (No. 476 and end.). 
Concersation with General Polivanov, 531-2 (No. 476, end.). 

Naus, M., Belgian Administrator- General of the Persian Customs. 

M. Zinoviev on, 453-4 (No. 410 and min.). 

Nexidov, M., Russian Ambassador at Paris, 1903-10. 

Conversation with M. Paul Ca.mbon, 212-3 (No. 190), 217 (No. 203). 

Conversation with M. Clcmenceau, 246 (No. 233). 

Nessei^rode, Count. 

Negotiation with Lord Palmerston re Persia, 359 (No 319). 

H.I.M. Nichot.as II, Emperor of Russia, 1894-1917. 

To the Dalai Lama, 327 (No. 306, end.). 

To Emperor William II, 107 (No. 190). 

Conversation with M. Bompard, 309 (No, 292). 

Conversation with Sir C. Hardinge, 25-8 (No. 24), 193-4 (No. 187), 215-6 (No. 202), 
22Q-1 (No. 206). 

Conversation with Colonel H. D. Napier, 288-0 (No. 266). 

Conversation with Sir A. Nicolson, 238-9 (No. 222-3), 276-7 (No, 255), 576-7 (No. 517). 
606-7 (No. 545), 

Message on Dogger Bank incident, 9-10 (No. 11). 

Message to King Edward VII, 216 (No. 202), 

Private Letter — 

To King Edward VII, 189 (No. 184). 

Treaty of Portsmouth, ratified by, 111 (No. 101). 

Sir A. Nicolson on, 260-1 (No. 243). 

Mr. Spring-Bice on, 226 (No. 210). 

Meeting with Emperor William II at Bjdrko (1905), 94-5 (Nos. 90-1). 

Meeting at Swinemunde (1907), 297 (No. 277), 609 (No. 548). 

(r. also sub Germany (Subject Index).) 

(v. also sub Afghanistan, Germany, Morocco Conference, Persia, Russia, Russo-Japanese War 
(Subject Index).) 

Nicholson, General Sir W. G., Director-General of Mobilization and Military Intelligenoe, 
British War Ofdce, 1901-4; Chief British Military Attach^ to fapanes© Army, 1904^5; 
Q.M.G. of th[' Forces and 3rd Military Member of the Army Council, 1905-7. 
Conversation with Marquis Ito, 65 (No. 57, end.). 
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l^iooLSON, Sm Arthtjk (since 1916, 1st Ba.ron Oarnock), British Ambassador at Madrid, 1906—6; 
at St. Petersburgh, 1906-10; British Representative at Conference at Algeciras, 1906. 

To M. Gubastov, 586-7, (No. 526, end.), 595 (No. 534, end.). 

To Sir E. Grey, 237-8 (Nos. 221-2), 239-40 (No. 224), 253-4 (No. 240), 267-77 (Nos. 246-55), 

281-3 (Nos. 259-60), 286-8 (Nos. 264-5), 294 (No. 273), 295-6 (No. 275), 299-303 

(Nos. 281^), 304 (No. 286), 332-5 (Nos. 311-3), 349-52 (Nos. 315-6), 383-4 (No. 331), 
384 (No. 333), 386-7 (No. 336), 888 (No. 338), 389 (No. 340), 390-2 (Nos. 343-5), 

392-4 (Nos. 347-9), 396-400 (Nos. 352^), 405-7 (Nos. 363-4), 408-13 (Nos. 367-9), 

416-20 (Nos. 372-6), 421 (No. 378), 422 (No. 380), 426-32 (Nos. 386-9), 434-5 (Nos. 391-2), 
437-40 (No. 396), 441-3 (Nos. 397-8), 443 (No. 400), 444-7 (Nos. 403-5), 449-50 
(Nos. 407-8), 464-7 (No. 411), 459-64 (Nos. 413-6), 468-9 (No. 418), 469 (No. 420), 
472 (No. 422), 475-81 (Nos. 428-9), 482^ (Nos. 431-3), 485-92 (Nos. 435-^3), 
494 (No. 446), 494 (No. 447), 497-501 (Nos. 449-54), 502^ (No. 456), 507-8 (No. 463), 
622 (No. 467), 623-4 (Nos. 469-70), 525-35 (Nos. 472-8), 545-50 (Nos. 484-7), 551-4 
(Nos. 490-1), 656-8 (Nos. 493-5), 568-61 (Nos. 497-500), 562-5 (Nos. 604-6), 

565-73 (Nos. 508-12), 576-9 (Nos. 517-9), 580^1 (No. 521), 585-7 (No. 526), 
594-5 (No. 584), 596 (No. 686), 597-9 (No. 638), 604-9 (Nos. 544-6), 609-12 (No. 548). 
To M. Isvolski, 335 (No. 313, note (2)), 354 (No. 318 (a)), 420 (No. 376, end. 2), 
421 (No. 378, end.), 450 (No. 408, note (i)), 490 (No. 440, end.), 546 (No. 484, end.), 
672-3 (No. 511, end.). 

ConveTsation with Count Benckendorfi, 272-3 (Nos. 249-50), 275 (No. 253), 523 (No. 469). 
Conversation with M. Bompard, 25^-4 (No. 240), 267-8 (No. 245), 274-5 (No. 262), 
282 (No. 260), 334 (No. 312). 

Conversation with M. Boutiron, 405-6 (No. 363). 

Conversation with M. Gubastov, 406-7 (No. 364), 579 (Nos. 518-9), 580-1 (No. 521), 
585-6 (No. 525), 694-5 (No. 534). 

Conversation with Mirza Hassan Khan, 697-9 (No. 538). 

Conversation with M. Isvolski, 237-8 (No. 221), 239—40 (Nos. 223-4), 250-1 (No. 236), 269-70 
(No. 248), 276 (No. 263), 281-2 (No. 259), 294 (No. 273), 295 (No. 275), 332-3 (No. 311), 
334-6 (No. 313), 837-49 (No. 314, passim), 383-4 (No. 331), 384 (No. 333), 386-7 (No. 336), 
389 (No. 340), 390-1 (Nos. 343-4), 392-4 (Nos. 347-9), 396-400 (Nos. 352-4), 
408-10 (No. 367), 412-3 (No. 369), 416-7 (Nos. 372-3), 419 (No. 376), 426-82 (Nos. 386-9), 
434 (No. 391), 437-9 (No. 395), 441 (No. 397), 444-5 (No. 403), 447 (No. 406), 
449-60 (No. 408), 454-5 (No. 411), 475-80 (Nos. 428-9), 485 (Nos. 436-6), 487-9 (No. 439), 
491-2 (No. 443), 497-8 (Nos. 449-50), 507-8 (No. 463), 522 (No. 467), 625-7 (Nos. 472-3), 
629 (No. 475), 632-6 (Nos. 477-8), 545-9 (Nos. 484-7), 551-2 (No. 490), 556-7 (Nos. 493-4), 
568-9 (No. 497), 560-1 (Nos. 499-600), 562-5 (Nos. 504-6), 566-73 (Nos. 508-12). 
579 (No. 619), 607-9 (No. 546). 

Conversation with M. (later Baron) Motono, 268-9 (Nos. 246-7), 604-6 (No. 544). 
Conversation with Emperor Nicholas II, 238—9 (Nos. 222-8), 276—7 (No. 256), 576-7 (No. 517), 
606-7 (No. 646). 

Conversation with M. Poklevski, 528-9 (No. 474), 629 (No. 476). 

Conversation with Herr von Schoen, 411—2 (No. 368), 417-8 (No. 374). 

Conversation with Count Witte, 273—4 (No. 251). 

Memoranda by, 

(Chumbi Valley), 360 (No. 315, end.). 

(Persia), 439-40 (No. 395, end.), 465-6 (No. 411, end.), 480-1 (No. 429, end.). 
(Afghanistan), 526 (No. 472, .enol.), 670-1 (No. 610, end.). 

Anglo-Bussian Convention signed by, 618-20 (App. I), (Persia) 502-4 (No. 456, end.), 
(Afghanistan) 641—4 (No. 483), (Thibet) 362-4 (No. 317). 

Draft instructions to (Thibet), 331 (No. 310). 

Anglo-Bussian Convention, 

Congratulations upon signature of. 

King Edward VII, 680 (No. 620), 696-6 (No. 535). 

Sir E. Grey, 696-7 (No. 637). 

Sir C. Hardinge, 580 (No. 520). 

Lord Morley, 587 (No. 626). 

Annual Report on Russia by. 

For 1906, 60-4 (No. .56), 255-65 (No. 243). 

For 1907, 508-11 (No. 464), 609-12 (No. 548). 

M. Isvolski on, 247 (No. 234), 582 (No. 623). 

Private Letters — 

To Sir E. Grey, 239 (No. 223), 242-3 (Nos. 228-9), 250 (No. 236), 265-7 (No. 244), 
283-4 (No. 261), 2B4-5 (No. 262 (a)), 292-3 (No. 271), 304 (No- 288), 575-6 (No. 616). 
(n. also sub Afghanistan, Russia, Thibet (Subject Index).) 

Norman, Me. H. C., 2nd Secretary at British Embassy at St. Petersburgh, 1903-6; employed in 
Foreign OfSce, 1906—7. 

Minute by, 273 (No. 250), 599 (No. 539), 606 (No. 544). 
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Notovk^, M., Kussian Adventurer. 

Accusaiio7is against Viscount Hayashi, 39 (No. 30). 

O'Beirne, Mr. H. J., 2nd Secretary at British Embassy at Paris, 190CM; 1st Secretary, 1904^ 
and British Agent on the North Sea Inquiry Commission, 1904-5; 1st Secretary at 
Washington, 1905; at Paris, 1905-6; Councillor of Embassy at St. Petersburgh, 1906-15 
(sometimes Charge d' Affaires). 

To Sir E. Grey, 297-6 (Nos. 278-9), 574-5 (Nos. 514-5). 

Conversation with M. Isvolski, 297-8 (Nos. 278-9), 574-5 (Nos. 514^5). 

Conversation with President Eoosevelt, 79-81 (Nos. 73-4). 

O'Conor, Sir N. E., British Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, 1895-8; at Constantinople, 1898-1908. 
To Sir E. Grey, 289 (No. 267), 381-2 (No. 328), 453-4 (No. 410). 

To the Marquess of Lansdowne, 46 (No. 35), 47-8 (No. 39), 50 (No. 44), 62-3 (Nos. 47-9). 
Conversation with Ghalib Pasha, 289 (No. 267). 

Conversation with Prince Eiza Khan, 381 (No. 328). 

Coni;ersaf{on with Tewfik Pasha, 62 (No. 47). 

Conversation with M. Zinoviev, 382 (No. 328), 453-4 (No. 410). 

Pak Che Soon, Corean Minister for Foreign Affairs, 1905. 

Agreement between Japan and Corea, signed by, 118-9 (No. 109). 

Pautsin, General, Head of the Russian General Staff, 1906-7. 

Conversation with Colonel Napior, 410-1 (No. 367, end.), 629-32 (No. 476 and end,). 

Sir A. Nicolson on, 262 (No- 243). 

Palmerston, 3rd Yxscount, British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 1830-4, 1836-41, 
1846-51; Secretary of State for Home Affairs, 1862-5; Prime Minister, 1855-8, 1859-65. 
Negotiations with Count Nesselrode re Persia, 859 (No. 319). 

Percy, H. A. G, Earl, British Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 1908-5. 
Conversation with Sir E. Grey, 292 (No. 270). 

PiOHON, M., French Minister for Foreign Affairs, 1906-11. 

Conversation with Sir F. Bertie, 246 (No. 233). 

Conversation with M. Isvolski, 246 (No. 233). 

Plehve, M., Bussian Minister for the Interior, 1902-4. 

4 (No. 3). 

Plunkett, Sir F., British Ambassador at Vienna, 1900-5. 

To the Marquess of Lansdowne, 43-4 (No. 33), 51 (No. 45). 

Conversation with Count Goluchovski, 43-4 (No. 33). 

Conversation with M. Makino, 51 (No. 45). 

Poklbvsei-Koziell, M. P., 1st Secretary at Russian Embassy at London, 1R02-9 (sometimes 
ChaTg4 d' Affaires). 

Conversation with Sir C. Hardinge, 254-5 (Nos. 241-2). 

Conversation with Sir A. Nicolson, 528-9 (No. 474), 529 (No. 476). 

PoiiiVANov, General, Russian War Office. 

Conversation with Lieut,-Col. Napier, 531-2 (No. 476, end.), 

POKOTILOV, M., Bussian Minister at Peking, 1906-8. 

92 (No. 88), 622 (App. III). 

Pbinbtti, Sionor, Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 1901-3. 

Conversation with Sir B. Rodd, 41-2 (No, 32), 44-6 (No. 34). 

Redmond, Mr. W. H. K., M.P. for Clare, 1892-1917. 

Question asked in the House of Commons, May 24, 1906, 282 (No. 217). 

Reid, Mr, Whitelaw, United States Ambassador at Ix>ndon, 1905-13. 

Conversation with King Edward VII, 89 (No. 85). 

Conversation with the Marquess of Lansdo%vne, 82 (No. 76), 89 (No, 85), 91 (No. 07). 

Bbvelstokb, 2nd Baron, Director of Bank of England. 

Negotiations for loan to Russia, 216 (No. 202), 220 (No. 205). 

Richthofen, Oswald, Baron von, German Minister for Foreign Affairs, 1900-6. 

Conversation with Sir F. Lasoelles, 4-5 (No. 4). 

Riton, The 1st Marquess of (G. B. S- Robinson), Viceroy and Governor-General of India, 1880-4; 
Lord Privy Seal, 1906-8. 

Minute hy, 498 (No. 444), 
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H.H. Prince Riza Khan (Arfa-hd-Dowleh), Persian Ambassador at Constantinople, 1900-14, 
Conversation with Sir N. O’Conor, 381 (No. 328). 

Relations with Germany, 453-4 (No. 410 and min.). 

Bodd, Sir J. Rennell, Secretary of British Embassy at Rome, 1901-3 (sometimes Chargi 
d' Affaire?); Councillor of Embassy, 1904; Minister at Stockholm, 1904-8; Ambassador 
at Rome, 1908-21. 

To the Marquess of Lansdowne, 41-2 (No. 32), 44-6 (No. 34). 

Conversation with Signor Prinetti, 41-2 (No. 32), 44^6 (No. 34). 

BODiaEE, General, Russian Minister of War, 1905-9. 

Sir A. Nicolson, 262 (No. 243). 


Bojestvenski, Admiral, Commanding the Russian Baltic Fleet, 1904. 

To Captain Bostrom, 15 (No. 16). 

To Count Lamsdorff, 21 (No. 20, note (^) ). 

And Dogger Bank incident, 14-6 (Nos. 14-6), 19-22 (No. 20), 23-6 (Nos. 23-4), 28-9 (No. 25), 
31-2 (No. 25, end. 2), 33-4 (No. 26). 

(u. also sub Russo-Japanese War {Subject Index).) 

Roosevelt, Mr. Theodore, President of the United States of America, 1901-9. 

To Sir M. Durand, 104 (No. 97, note (i)), 181 (No. 176), 

To Mr. Meyer, 81 {ed. note), 106 (No. 100). 

To Emperor Nicholas II, 105-6 (No. 99). . 

To Emperor William II, 81 (No. 74). 

Conversation with Sir M. Durand, 85 (No. 78), 88 (No. 84). 

Conversation with Mr. O’Beirne, 79-81 (Nos. 73-4). 

Conversation with M. Takahira, 78 (No. 71). 

(i;. also sub Russo-Japanese War {Subject Index).) 

Boben, Baron R. von, Russian Minister at T6ki6, 1897-1900, 1903-4; Ambassador at Washington,. 
1905-11; Plenipotentiary for the Peace Negotiations at Portsmouth, 1905. 

Appointment as Second Plenipotentiary for negotiation of Treaty of Portsmouth, 91 (No. 88). 
Treaty of Portsmouth signed by, 107-11 (No. 101). 

Rouvibb, M. Maurice, French Finance Minister, 1902-5; Prime Minister, Finance Minister and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 1905-6. 

Conversation with Sir F. Bertie, 176-7 (Nos. 171-2 (a) ). 

Bunoiman, Rt. Hon. W., M.P., British Parliamentary Secretary to the Local Government Board,. 
1905-7; Financial Secretary to the Treasury, 1907-8. 

Statement in House of Commons, 116 {ed. note). 

Salisbury, The 3rd Marquess of, British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, June 29, 1895- 
November 12, 1900; Prime Minister, June 29, 1895— July 12, 1902. 

To Sir C. Scott, 512-3 (No. 465, passim). 


Satow, Sib E. M., British Minister at Tokio, 1695—1900; at Peking, 1900-6. 

To Sir E. Grey, 323-6 (No. 305). 

To the Marquess of Lansdowne, 114-6 (No. 106), 118 (No. 108), 318-9 (No. 300). 

To Tong Shoa-yi, 326-6 (No. 305, ends. 3 and 4). 

Conversation with Prince Ching, 318-9 (No. 300). 

Convention between Great Britain and China, signed by, 324-5 (No. 305, end). * 


Sazonov M. Serge, Councillor of Russian Embassy at London (sometimes Charge d' Affaires), 
1904-6; Agent to the Vatican, 1906-9; subsequently (1910-6) Russian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 

Conversation with the Marquess of Lansdowne, 7-8 (No. 8), 319-20 (No. 801). 

Sohobn, Herr Wilhelm von, German Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, 1905-7; Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, 1907-10. 

Conversation with M. Isvolski, 233 (No. 218), 607-8 (No. 463). 

Conversation with Sir A. Nicolson, 411-2 (No. 360), 417-8 (No. 374), 


SooTT, Sir Charles S., British Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, 1898-1904. 

To the Marquess of Lansdowne, 48-9 (No. 41). 

Conversation with Count Lam^orff, 513-5^(No. 465, passim), 519-20 (No. 466, passim), 
{v. also Afghanistan (Subject Index).)* 


Smith, Captain R. S., Translator to the British Embassy at St. Petersburgh, 1905-17. 

Bum^mary of Russian Press comments on Anglo- Japanese Agreement, 203-4 (No. 193, end.) 
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"Spring-Rice, Mk. (since 1908, Sm) C. A., Secretai’y (later Councillor) of British Embassy at 
St. Petersburgh, 1903-6 (sometimes Charge d'Affaires)] Minister at Tehran, 1906-8. 

To Sir E. Grey, 224-5 (No. 209), 232-5 (No. 218), 326-8 (Nos. 306-7), 329-30 (No. 309), 
378-9 (No. 326), 383 (No. 330), 401-4 (Nos. 358-60), 405 (No. 362), 407 (No. 365), 

421-2 (No. 379), 422-6 (Nos. 381-4), 450-3 (No. 409), 505-6 (No. 459), 568-93 

(Nos. 528-31), 599 (No. 539). 

To Count Lamsdorff, 330 (No. 309, oici.), 379 (No. 326, cricL), 621 (App. II). 

To the Marquess of Lansdowne, 77-8 (No. 69), 519 (No. 466). 

To Sad-ud-Dowleh, 505-6 (No. 459, end.). 

Con.v,ersaiion with the Ala-es-Saltaneh, 401-2 (No. 358). 

Conversation with Count BenckendorS, 222-4 (No. 208), 225 (No. 209). 

Conversation with M. Bompard, 219-20 (No. 205), 225 (No. 209), 233-4 (No. 218). 

Conversation with Dr. Dillon, 219 (No. 205), 221 (No. 207). 

Conversation with M. Hartwig, 408 (No. 359), 405 (No. 362), 421-2 (No. 379), 426 (No. 384), 
588-9 (No. 529). 

Conversation with M. Isvolski, 232-3 (No. 218). 

Conversation with Count Lamsdorff, 230-1 (No. 215), 326-7 (No. 306), 329-30 (No. 309), 
378-9 (No. 326). 

Conversation with M. Witte, 77-8 (No. 69), 230 (No. 214). 

Private Letters — 

To Sir E. Grey, 219-20 (No. 205), 221 (No. 207), 222-4 (No. 208), 226-7 (No. 210), 
227 (No. 2il), 230-1 (Nos. 214-5), 404-5 (No. 361), 420-1 (No. 377), 457 (No. 412), 
593-4 (No. 532). 

Appointed British Minister at Tehran, 247 (No. 234). 

(t). also suh Persia (Subject Index).) 

Stemrioh, Herr, German Consul-General at Constantinople, 1905; Minister at Tehran, 1906-7; 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 1907-11. 

Appointment to Tehran, Sir N. O’Conor on, 381 (No. 328). 

Appointment as Undcr-Secretary at German Foreign Office, 608 (No. 546). 

Stoopin, M., Russian Prime Minister, 1906-11. 

M. Isvolski, 249 (No. 234), 608-9 (No. 546). 

Sir A. Nicolson on, 261 (No. 243), 606-7 (No. 546). 

Stumm, Herr W. von, Ist Secretary at German Embassy at London, 1906-8 (sometimes 
ChargS d' Affaires). 

Conversokion with Sir 0. Hardinge, 396 (No. 851), 401 (No. 356). 

Sultan Ahmeo Mirza. 

(u. sub Ahmed Mirza). 

Takahira, M. K., Japanese Minister at Washington, 1900-6; Plenipotentiary for the negotiations 
for the Peace of Portsmouth, 1906. 

Conversation with Sir M. Durand, 85 (No. 79). 

Conversation with President Roosevelt, 78 (No. 71). 

Treaty of Portsmouth, signed by, 107-11 (No. 101). 

H.R.H. Prince Takehito Arisugawa op Japan. 

197 (No. 190), 

Tewbtk Pasha, Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, 1896-1909; Grand Vizier, 1909; Ambassador 
at London, 1909-14. 

To M. Zinoviev, 53 (No. 49). 

Conversation with Sir N, O’Conor, 62 (No. 47). 

Tong Shoa-Yi, Chinese High Commissioner Plenipotentiary, 1906; Vice-President of the Board 
of Foreign Affairs. 

To Sir E. Satow, 325 (No. 805, end. 2.) 

Convention between Great Britain and China, signed by, 324-5 (No. 305, end. 1.) 

Townley, Mb. (later Sir) W. B., Secretary of British Embassy at Constantinople, 1903-4; 
Councillor of Embassy, 1904-5 (sometimes Charge d^ Affaires), 

To the Marquess of Lan^owne, 54 (No. 51), 56 (No. 63). 

Memorandum by (Passage of Russian ships through the Straits), 56 (No. 53, end,). 

Valiahd, The (Heir Apparent of Persia). 

(u. suh Mohammed Ali Shah.) 
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Vincent, Colonel Sir Howard, Director of Criminal Investigations, 1878—84; British Delegate 
at the Anarchist Conference at Eome, 1898. 

Presentation of, to Emperor Nicholas II, 198 (No. 187). 

Vladimir, Alexandrovic, Grand Duke of Russia. 

Speech by, advocating peace, 84 (No. 76), 

Wallace, Sir D. Mackenzie, Director of the Foreign Department of the Times, 1891-9. 

105 (No. 98), 247 (No. 234). 

Waters, Colonel W. H. H., British Military Attache to the Embassy at St. Petersburgh, 1893-8; 
attached to the Russian Army in Manchuria, March-June, 1905. 

195 (No. 189 and note (^)). 

Weng Tung-ho, Chinese Grand Secretary, 1898. 

Kiao-chau Agreement signed by, 115 (No. 106, min.). 

Whitehead, Mr. (since 1909, Sir) J. B., Secretary of British Embassy at Constantinople, 1902-8; 
Secretary and Councillor of Embassy at Berlin, 1903-6 (sometimes Ohargi d' Affaires) ; 
Minister at Belgrade, 1906-10. 

To the Marquess of Lansdowne, 47 (Nos. 37-8). 

Conversation with Tewfik Pasha, 47 (No. 38). 

H.I.M. WiLLUM II, German Emperor, 1888-1918. 

Telegram to President Loubet, 217 (No. 203). 

To Emperor Nicholas II, 80 (No. 74), 85 (No. 77), 197 (No. 190). 

To President Roosevelt, 80-1 (No^. 74), 85 (No. 77). 

Meeting with Emperor Nicholas II at Bjorko (1905), 9^5 (Nos. 90-1). 

Meeting at Swinemiinde (1907), 297 (No. 277), 609 (No. 548). 

(v. also suh Germany (Subject Index).) 

Relations with Russia, 197 (No. 190). 

(v. also suh Germany, Russo-Japanese War (Subject Index).) 

Witte, M. (since 1905, Count), Russian Finance Minister, 1892-1903; Plenipotentiary for the 
Peace Negotiations at Portsmouth, 1905; Prime Minister, 190^6. 

Conversation with M. Bompard, 205 (No. 195). 

Conversation with Dr. Dillon, 219 (No. 205). 

Conversation with Sir G. Hardinge, 2-4 (No. 3), 92 (No. 88). 

Conversation with Sir A. Nicolson, 273-4 (No. 251). 

Conversation with Mr. Spring-Rice, 77-8 (No. 69), 230 (No. 214). 

Appointment as first plenipotentiary for the negotiation of the Treaty of Portsmouth, 
91-2 (No. 88). 

Treaty of Portsmouth, signed by, 107-11 (No. 101). 

Views on conditions of peace, 91-4 (Nos. 08-9). 

Sir C. Hardinge on, 91-2 (No. 88), 93-4 (No. 89), 202 (No. 193), 214-5 (No. 201). 

Mr. Spring-Rice on, 226-7 (No. 210). 

(u. also sub Russo-Japanese War, Peace negotiations (Subject Index).) 

Wolff, Sir H. Drummond, Ambassador at Madrid, 1892-1900. 

359 (No. 319). 

Younghusband, Colonel (since 1904, Sm) F. E., British Commissioner to Thibet, 1902-4; 
. Resident in Kashmir, 1906-9. 

Convention between the Governments of Great Britain and Thibet, signed by, 314-6 (No. 298). 
Expedition to Thibet (t;, sub Thibet (Subject Index ) ). ^ 

ZiL-ES-SULTAN, ThB. 

444 (No. 402, and note), 449-50 (No. 408, and note). 

Zinoviev, M. I. A., Russian Ambassador at Constantinople, 1898-1909. 

Conversation with Sir N. O’Conor, 382 (No. 328), 453-4 (No. 410). 
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SUBJECT INDEX. 


AFGHANISTAN. 

Amir, The, 

Declines direct relations ^vith Bussia 
(1903), 519 (No, 465); possible 

suspicions of (1907), 278 (No. 256); 
consent of to Anglo-Russian Conven- 
tion, 1907, 573 (No. 512-3 and note); 
his delay, 674 (No. 514), 575 (No. 
516), 576-7 (No. 517), 614 (No. 549); 
I'L'fusoh to adhere to, 577 (No. 517, 
note). 

Railway policy, Russian advance, Sir C. 
Hardmgo on, 4 October, 1905, 206-7 
(No. 195); Nasratabad-Meshed- 
Seistan, 300 (Nos. 342-3); M. IsvoIbM 
on, 399-400 (No. 353), 428-9 

(No. 38v8), (a. also Persia, «ub 

Seistan); Zulficar, relation of to 
Afghanistan, 1907, 277 (No. 256); 
479 (No. 429). 

British special position in regard to 
British control over foreign relations 
of, Sir 0. Scott on, 3 February, 1902, 
614 (No. 465); Lord Lansdowne on, 
25 November, 1903, 186 (No. 192), 17 
February, 1905, 520-1 (No, 466 (a)), 
17 October, 213 (No. 199); M. Isvolski 
criticizes, 3 July, 1907, 548 (No. 486); 
British Treaty obligations in respect 
to frontiers, Sir A, Nicolson on, 
10 March, 1907, 437-8 (No. 396); 
Emperor Nicholas IT states he under- 
stands British position in regard to 
the Amir, 25 April, 289 (No. 266), 

Position of, how far a “ Buffer State, 
Count Benckendorff and Lord Lons- 
downo agree on description, 1905, 521 
(No. 466 (b)); M. Isvolski ’s article re, 
15 May, 1907, 534-5 (No. 478); Sir E. 
Grey and Sir C. Hardinge, 585 (No. 478, 
min.); deleted by Sir E. Grey, 29 May, 
637 (No. 481); M. Isvolski on, 19 July, 
668-4 (No. 491, end,); Sir E. Grey on, 
8 August, 554-6 (No. 492 and end.); 
British not prepared to allow interven- 
tion of a third Power in, Sir A. 
Nicolson on, 20-1 August, 560 (No. 409), 
662-3 (No. 504). 

Equilibrium of power in, M. IrvoIsM's 
proposal re, 19, 20 August, 1907, 
558-9 (No. 497), 560 (No. 499); 
declined by Sir E. Grey, 21 August, 
561 (No. 502). 

Annexation or appropriation of, by Great 
Britain, Sir A. Nicolson on, no desire 
for, 2 April, 1907, 528 (No, 474); 
Sir B. Grey on, 536-9 (Nos. 480-1); 
his didiculty in making the pledge 
unconditional, 8 July, 550 (No. 488); 
Russian Memo, on, 19 July, 553-4 
(No. 491, end.); further suggestions, 
19-20 August, 558-61 (Nos. 497-600). 


AFGH ANIST AN— ( c ontinu e d ) . 

Anglo-Russian relations, 

(a) 1900-5, Russian Memo, of 6 February, 

1900, advocates direct Russian rela- 
tions with, Indian Government’s 
objection to this, Lord Salisbury dis- 
courages, 512-3 (No. 465); British 
remonstrances over M. Ignatiev's 
activities at Kabul, 1900-1 , 518-5 
(No. 405); Sir C. Scott expounds 
British relations to Amir, 3 February, 
1902, 614 (No. 465); Count Ben oken- 
dorff's private letter, April 1903, 516 
(No. 465); Russia declines British 
proposals, 21 August, 518 (No. 465); 
peremptory refusal repeated, 6 
October, 519 (No. 465), 621 (App. II); 
Amir declines to have direct relations 
with Russia, 517 (No. 465); suggested 
TdppTochcvient by Lord Lansdowne, 
November-Dee ember, 1903, 520 (No. 
466), April, 19Q4, 50 (No. 43), 

189 (No. 183, note); King Edward 
and, 50 (No. 43, note), 60 (No. 65, 
note), 188-9 (Nos. 183-4); Ijord 
Lansdowne’s assurances to Russia re 
atatu8 quo, 17 February, 8 March, 
1906, 520-1 (Nos. 466 (i), (b)); His 
view that it was useless to remonstrate 
with Bussia over an Afghan frontier 
incident, 521-2 (No. 466) ; position of 
Bussia and Afghanistan, 1905, 519-22 
(No. 46(“0. 

(b) Negotiations leading to Anglo-Bussian 
Convention re Afghanistan and Thibet, 
190C-7 ; British (Government to submit 
views Tc Afghanistan and Thibet, 7 
August, 1906, 241 (No. 226); Sir E, 
Grey authorises discussions over 
Afghanistan, 7 September, 1906, 389 
(No. 341); Draft instructions to Sir A, 
Nicolson, May, 831 (No. 310) ; Sir A. 
Nicolson unable to give proposals, 
19 February, 1907, 275 (No. 258); 
proposed compromise over frontier 
agents and proposal for Afghan settle- 
ment, 22 February, 433-4 (No. 390); 
Sir E. Grey on difficulty of British 
making engagements re Afghanistan, 
7^ March, 278 (No. 256); Sir A, 
Nicolson and M. Poklewski, 
2 April, 528-9 (No. 474); 
Colonel Napier and Generals Palitsin 
and Polivanov, 530-2 (No. 476), 
end .) ; M. IsvolshVs Draft Conven-^ 
tion, 15 May, 533-5 (No. 478), Text, 
541-4 (No. 483); Indian Government 
on 25 May, 536 (No. 479, note), 
540-1 (No. 482, ed. note); British 
Counter Draft, 29 May, Text, 637-9 
(No. 481 and enol.); Sir C. Hardinge 
and, 540-1 (No. 482, ed. note); com- 
parison of Drafts, Texts, 541-4 (No. 
483); Sir A. Nicolson’s exchange of 
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AFGHANISTAN— (continued). 

Anglo-Eussian relations — {coniinu ed ) . 

(b) Negotiations, &c. — (continued), 
views with M. Isvalski, 17, 25 June, 
545“7 (Nos. 484-5) ; discussion 

‘ Russian authorities on the frontier,** 
3, 8 July, 547-9 (Nos. 486-7); 
British and, 10 July, 294-5 (No. 274); 
Sir E. Grey and, 10 July, 551 (No. 
489), 19 August, 558 (No. 496), 
21 August, 561 (No. 501); 
M. IsvolskVs Memo,, 19 July, Text, 
553-4 (No. 491, end.); Sir E. Grey's 
counter-memo., 8 August, Text, 554-6 
(No. 492, end.); Discussions as to 
form of Afghan Convention, 20 August, 
299 (No. 281); hitch in proceedings 
over commercial clauses, Emperor 
Nicholas and, 25 August, 564r-5 (No. 
506); Sir A. Nicolson summarises 
negotiations, 26 August, 565-8 (No. 
508); Final acceptance by Russia, 
29 August, 572-3 (Nos. 511-2); Con- 
v67ition sigjied, 31 Aug ust, IQOl , Text, 
541-4 (No. 483), 619 (App. I); delay in 
obtaining Amir’s consent, 573-4 (No. 
513 and note), 575-6 (No. 516), 576-7 
(No. 517); Consent of Amir refused, 
577 (No. 517, note); Convention 
published, 26 September, 596 (No. 
536); Sir A. Nicolson on, 29 January, 
1908, 609-12 (No. 548); Joint cona- 
munioation to Persia mentions Afghan 
frontiers, 588-90 (No. 529 and end.). 

(c) Reception and results of Afghan- 

Thibet Convention, M. Gambon 
regards agreement as recognizing 
British Protectorate, 18 September, 
1907, 597 (No. 537); Russia intends 
to observe spirit of Convention, 
21 May, 1908, 575 (No. 515); Sir A. 
NicoJson on Amir’s continued refusal 
to a'icept Convention, 19 July, 576-6 
(No. 516); Emperor Nicholas II and 
M. Isvolski on, 576-7 (No. 517). 

Perso- Afghan frontier, British Treaty re, 
1857, and difficulty in placing part in 
Russian sphere, 277 (No. 266), 
tj. also 201 (No. 192). 


ALLIANCES (u. also Ententes, Treaties). 

Anglo-Japanese, 1902, renewed, 1905, 
Chap. XXIV, 120-82 passim (v. also 
atib Japan). 

Dual Franco-Russian, 211 (No. 198); terms 
unknown to Great Britain, 256 
(No. 243) (v. also sub France). 

Franco-German-Russian, proposed, to which 
United States might be added, 206-6 
(No. 195), 211 (No. 198), 214 (No. 201), 
217 (No. 203), 224 (No. 209), 604-6 
(No. 544). 

Triple Alliance, 211 (No. 198). 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

Albania, Italy’s attempt to combat influence 
of in, 45 (No. 34). 

Anglo-Russian entente, public opinion 
favourable, 4 October, 1907, 600—1 

(No. 541). 

Hague Conference and armaments, 583— i 
(No. 523); activity at St. Petersburgh 
re, March 1907, 282-3 (No. 260). 

Serbo- Austrian dispute. Count Lamsdorff 
attacked over, 224 (No. 209). 

Thibet, 14 June, 1904, 311 (No. 294). 

Turkey, 

(a) Straits (u. also sub Straits Question), 

how far interested in Straits question 
and passage of Dardanelles by 
Russian Torpedo boats, 42 (No. 32), 
43-4 (No. 33); Count Goluchowski 
and, 42 (No. 32), 43-4 (No, 33). 

(b) Macedonia, policy towards, 1897 and 

1904, 192 (No. 185), 226 (No. 210); 

1906, 224 (No. 209), 226 (No. 210), 

235 (No. 219); M. Isvolski and 
Judicial Reforms in, 248-9 (No. 234); 
Russia cordial to in 1906, 258 

(No. 243); in 1907, M. Isvolski on, 
5 September, 1907, 583 (No. 523); in 

1907, general, 611-2 (No. 548). 

(u. also sub Press.) 

BAGDAD RAILWAY (u. sub Persia, 

Railways). 

BALANCE OF POWER. 

In Afghanistan. M. Isvolski ’s proposal re, 
August 1907, 558-9 (No. 497); British 
decline to admit third power, 560 
(No. 499), 561 (No. 602). 

In Europe — ^how maintained — Count Lama- 
dorff on, 1905, 211 (No. 198). 

“ Buffer State ” (r. sub Afghanistan). 

CHINA. 

“ Open door'' in 1901, &c,, 208 (No. 197); 
integrity and independence of in 
Preamble of Anglo-Japanese Treaty of 
1905, 165 (No. 155), 211 (No. 198). 

Russia's special interest in 1903, 183 (No. 
181 (a)); Russo-Japanese proposals re, 
January 1904, 74-6 (No. 66 and end.); 
Marquis Ito on Russia’s intentions, 
November, 1904, 64-6 (No. 57, end.); 
Russia’s complaints of her neutrality, 
69-70 (No. 62, end. and note), 70-1 
(No. 63). 

United States’ circular re disinterestedness 
of Neutral Powers, 1905, 69 (No, 61); 
agreed to, 69 (No. 61, note), 71 (No. 
64). 

References to, in Portsmouth Treaty nego- 
tiations, 98 (No. 93), 99-101 (No. 94 
and end.), 108-11 (No. 101). 

International troops in North, French on 
German Emperor’s proposal, 1905, 
217-8 (No. 203), 225 (No. 209); 

unlikely to disturb Russia, 285 (No. 
262 (b)). 

Sovereign rights not affected by Anglo- 
Russian Agreement, 299 (No. 281), 
300-1 (No. 282). 

2 T 2 
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CHINA — {continued) . 

Manchuria, 

M. Witte says there is no serious inten- 
tion of carrying out Russian evacua- 
tion of, 30 June, 1904, 3 (No. 3); 
Marquis Ito and, 21 November, 65 
(No. 57, end.); M Witte on 
adventure, July 1905, 92 (No. 88); 
93 (No. 89); references to in Ports- 
mouth negotiations, 97-8 (No. 93); 
99-102 (No. 94, end.). 

Japanese control over, 106 (No. 100). 
Mongolia and North frontier, 

Formula re omitted from Anglo-Russian 
Agreement, as settled in Russo- 
Japanese Agreement (3.^*)» 299 

(No. 280). 

French fears of Russo-German Agreement 
re, October 1905, 209 (No. 197). 
Thibet (q.v.) Angh-Chinese Convention re, 
27 April, 1906, Text^ 324r-5 (No. 305, 
end.), 236 (No. 220), 239-40 (No. 224). 

CHNMBI VALLEY (r. sub Thibet). 

COREA, EMPIRE OF [v. also Wei‘hai-wei). 
Marquis Ito on Count Lamsdorfi’a agreement 
in 1901, 66 (No. 57, end.); Russo- 
Japanese proposals, January 1904, 74-5 
(No. 66, encl.)\ Corean Edict cancelling 
all Russian Treaties, 19 May, 1904, 112 
(No. 102); M. Witte on Russian policy 
re, 30 June, 3-4 (No. 3); Corean- 
Japanese Agreement re, 22 August, 

1904, Text, 118 (No. 103 and note 2); 
Japan thinks annexation essential July 

1905, 145 (No. 132); Sir J. Jordan 
supports, 146 (No. 133), and Sir C. 
MacDonald, 140 (No. 135);^ Anglo- 
Japanese renewed agreement, discussion 
TC Corea and, 149-50 (No. 136), 151 
(No. 137 and end. 2), 153 (No, 141), 
159-60 (No. 148), 160-1 (No. 150), 161-3 
(No. 151 and end), 163 (No. 152); 
Mr. Campbell’s omission of paragraph re 
in Anglo-Japaneso Agreement, 5 
September, 1905, 173 (No. 166), 175 
(No. 168), 177 (No. 172 (a)), 178 (No. 
172 (5) ) ; Russia on reference to, in 
Portsmouth Treaty, 23 August, 1905, 
218 (No. 203); other references to in 
Portsmouth negotiations, 97-102 (Nos. 
93-4), 106 (No. 100), 107-11 (No. 101). 

Corean Treaty with Japan accepting Pro^ 
tectoratef 18 October, 1906, 118 (No. 
108), Text, 118-9 (No, 109); Baron 
Komura on, 6 November, 117 (No, 107). 

DARDANELLES (v. sub Russo-Japanese 
War, (b) and sub Straits). 

DOGGER BANE INCIDENT {v. sub Rubso- 
Japanese War). 

EGYPT. 

Ehedivial Decree, acceptance by Russia of, 
190 (No. 184), 191‘ (No. 185); accepted, 
193 (No. 186 and note), 194-5 (No. 188). 


ENTENTE. 

Franc o-British, Emperor Nicholas II does 
not regard it as anti-German, 216 
(No. 202). 

Khediv'al Decree attached to, adhered to by 
Russia, 190-3 (Nos. 184-6 and note). 

FINLAND. 

Russian policy towards, 2 (No. 3). 

FRANCE. 

Foreign policy, 
and Germany, 

M. Bompard’s opposition to the Franco- 
German-Russian Alliance, 1906, to 
Count Witte, 205-6 (No. 195) ; to 
Count Lamsdorjd, 211-2 (No. 198); 
as well as to the U.S.A. joining that 
combination, 211-2 (No. 198), 214-5 
(No. 201); M. Paul Gambon on, 217 
(No. 203); project dropped, 224-5 
(No. 209), but revival discussed by 
Baron Motono and Sir A. Nicolson, 

21 October, 1907, 604-5 (No. 544). 
and Great Britain, 

Franco-Bntish Entente, adhesion of 
Russia to Ehedivial Decree attached 
to, 194-5 (No. 188); on Anglo- 
Russian relations, French press on 
Dogger Bank incident, 8-9 (No. 9 
and min.)] M. Paul Gambon on, 

22 (No. 21), 50 (No. 43), 56-7 
(No. 54); M. Bompard on, 66-7 
(No. 58 and min.). 

Peace of Portsmouth, M, Deloaas4 on 
prospects, 76-7 (No. 68). 
Anglo-Russian rapprochement, M. Paul 
Gambon on, 212-3 (No. 199), 217-8 
(No. 203) ; M. Bompard’a advice to 
Sir A. Nicolson re, 238 (No. 222); 
M. Bompard on M. lavolski’s atti- 
tude to, 274 (No. 252); fears 
German intervention. 282-8 
(No. 260). 
and Italy, 

courting of Franc© by, not so evident, 
1903, 46 (No. 84). 
and Japan and Far East, 
affair of French Naval Attach^ at Port 
Arthur, 39 (No. 80) ; value 
attached to Indo-China, 140 (No. 
127, end.) ; M. Bompard on renewed 
Anglo- Japanese Alliance, 209-12 
(Nos. 197-8). 
and Morocco, 

Great Britain and Russia agree to sup- 
' port France in Conference, 1906, 
220 (No. 206). 
and Persia (g-’w*)- 

and Russia (u. sub and Great Britain for 
Anglo-Russian relations). 
Franco-Russian Alliance terms unknown 
to England, 1906, 256 (No. 243); 
French fears of its being endanger^ 
by Germany, 68 (No. 59) ; M. Witte 
on, 77-8 (No. 69); M. Delcass4’s 
resignation a blow to, 197 (No. 190) ; 
Russian realization that it would 
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FRANCE — (continued). 

Foreign policy — (continued), 
axnd Russia — (continued). 

Franco-Bus si an Alliance, &c. — 

(continued). 

be weakened by a Russo-German 
understanding, 204 (No. 193, end.); 
M. Crozier on M. Isvolski’s attitude 
to, 236-6 (No. 219), and M. IsyoI- 
ski's visit to Berlin, 253—4 (No. 240), 
267-8 (No. 245) ; M. Isvolski describes 
it as the basis of his policy, 254 
(No. 240); Sir A, Nicolson on, in 
general, 1906, 265-6 (No. 243). 


GERMANY (v. also suh Press, Germany). 

The Emperor William 11 (1888-1918), 

Relation to Emperor Nicholas II, general. 
Sir A. Nicolson on, 1906, 256-7 
(No. 243). 

Russo-Japanese War and Peace, rapproche- 
ment over Dogger Bank incident to 
Russia and proposals for a treaty, 4 
(No. 4, note); French fears re, 68 
(No. 59); Emperor’s speech attacking 
Russian officers resented by Emperor 
Nicholas II, June 1905, 197 (No. 190); 
King Edward does not object to 
German pressure on Russia for peace, 
80 (No. 73, min.); Emperor’s message 
to Emperor Nicholas II, 80 (No. 74 
and ed. note) ; 85 (No. 77) ; his advice 
to Emperor Nicholas II during peace 
negotiations at Portsmouth, U.S.A., 
94-5 (Nos. 90-1). 

Treaty of Bjorko between the "two 
Emperors , 24 July, 1905, Text^ 94—5 
(Nos. 90-1 and ed. note), 217 (No. 
203; Emperor William’s meeting 
with and influence on Count Witte, 
202 (No. 193), 205 (No. 195). 

Meeting of two Emperors 1907 at Swine- 
miinde, August 1907, M. Isvolski 
present, 297-8 (Nos. 277-9), 608 

(No. 546), 609-10 (No. 548). 

Morocco question raised by Emperor 
William, curt reply of Emperor 
Nicholas II, 1905, 197 (Nos. 190-1); 
Emperor Nicholas hopes for peace at 
Conference, 1906,220-1 (No, 206), but 
refuses tO' appeal to German Emperor, 
225 (No. 209). 

China, Emperor William’s proposal to 
withdraw international troops from, 
1905, 217-8 (No. 203), 225 (No. 209). 

Relation to King Edward VII, meeting at 
Kiel, June 1904, 1 (No. 1 and note), 
2 (No. 2) ; Emperor William’s belief, 
in 1904, that England meant to 
attack Germany, 262 (No. 238). 

General foreign policy, 

and Armaments and Hague Conference, 
representation to Russia, 1907, 282 
(No. 260). 


GERMANY — (continued). 

General foreign policy — (continued). 
and Bagdad Railway, in relation to Great 
Britain and Russia, 231 (No. 216j, 
233 (No. 218), 237 (No. 221), 239 (No. 
223); M. Isvolski and, 248, 250 (Nos. 
234-5); Prince Biilow on, 412-3 
(No. 369). 

and China, proposals to withdraw inter- 
national troops, 1905, 217-8 (No. 203), 
225 (No. 209). 
and France (q-v.). 

and Great Britain, Vanity Fair and war 
scare November 1904, 4 (No. 4, 
note) ; Germany does not wish to make 
difficulties with Anglc-Russian 
Entente (1906), 281 (No. 216), 237 
(No. 221), 253 (No. 240); (1907), 

291-2 (No. 269); but German inter- 
vention feared, 234 (No. 218), 252-3 
(No. 239), 282 (No. 260); Straits 
question, Germany to be informed re 
British view, March 1907, 280—1 

(No. 258). 

and Japan, Germany cannot view with 
favour an Anglo- Japanese-Russian 
Agreement, 269 (No. 247). 
and Persia (u. sub Persia, Great Powers 
and, Germany). 
and Russia, 

General, Germany feared by, 197 (No. 
190) ; M. Hartwig fears a struggle 
with, 200 (No. 192) ; Sir A. 
Nicolson thinks German influence 
predominant at court, 266 
(No. 248). 

Commercial Treaty with, Baron Richt- 
hofen on, September 1904, 4-6 
(No. 4); Russo-German agreement, 
denied, 5 (No. 4). 

Dogger Bank incident (^. sub Russo- 
Japanese War) and proposals for 
treaty, 4 (No. 4, note) ; French 
fears re, 68 (No. 59); influence on 
terms of Portsmouth peace, 1905, 80 
(No. 74), 100-3 (No. 94, end. 2, 
ed. note); M. Witte fears German 
power, May 1905, 77 (No. 69), but 
reverts to a pro-German policy, 
October, 202 (No. 193), 205 (No. 
195), 209 (No. 197); Count Lams- 
dorfl anti- German, and proposed 
agreement with Germany dropped, 
214 (No. 201), 224-5 (No. 209). ^ 

Germany refuses loan to Russia, 
1906, 230 (No. 215); M. Isvolski’s 
visit to Berlin, 1906, his account to 
Sir F. LasceUes, 246-8 (No. 234); 
Sir A. Nicolson on, 249-50 (No. 
235), Sir F. Ijascelles on, 
251-2 (No. 238) ; M. Bompard 
on, 263-4 (No. 240), 267-8 (No. 
245); M. Isvolski’s solicitude for 
Germany, 269 (No. 247), but states 
he has told the Emperor William 
and Prince Biilow that Franco- 
Russian alliance is the basis of his 
policy, 254 (No. 240). 
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G-RBAT BRITAIN (u. alsci sub Atgiaam&tan, 
Persia, Press, Russia, Russo-Japanese 
War (Dogger Bank Incident), Thibet). 

King Edivnid VTT meots (lorman Bmperor 
at Kiel, 1904, 1 (No. 1 and note); King’s 
conversation with M. Isvolski at Copen- 
hagen, 1904, 188 (No. 183, and note), 
189 (No. 184); Pnvatc letter to Emperor 
Nicholas II, May 1904, 190 (No. 185), 
and naessage, 195 (No. 199) ; message to 
Emperor Nicholas on internal reform 
and his reply, October 1905, 215 (No. 
202), advice to Emperor Nicholas about 
internal reform, Japan no reason tn fear 
engagements, 2 (No. 2); Count Witte’s 
desire for British Entente and to arrange 
a visit of the King to Peterbof, diffi- 
culties in the way, 1906, 221 (No. 207), 
223 (No, 208), 227 (No. 211), 231 (No. 
215, ed. note); King Edtoard's private 
letter to Sir A. Nicohon on conclusion 
of Anglo-Russian Agreement, September 
17, 1907, 595-6 (No. 535). 

Defence, Committee of Imperial, Mr. A. J. 
Balfour’s speech on 11 May, 1905, 194 
(No, 189). 

ITALY. 

flfnd Austria-Hungary, attempts to combat 
influence in Albania, 45 (No. 34). 

and France, rapprochement not so evident, 
1903, 46 (No. 34). 

and Germany, Foreign Minister caused to 
fall by, 225 (No. 209), 

and Russia, 258 (No. 243). 

JAPAN. 

General, 

In favour of war till Russia sues for peace, 
71 (No. 65) ; attitude towards Anglo- 
Russian Agreement, 269-9 (No. 246). 

Anglo^Japanese Agreement — Renewal of 
Treaty in 1905, 

(a) Negotiations re, 

Japan denies Russo-Japanese Agreement 
with a view to isolating England, 
18 February, 1905, 120 (No. 110); 
’Viscount liayashi and Lord Lans- 
downe discuss possible renewal of, 
120-3 (Nos. 111-3); Japanese draft, 
10 May, 1905, Text, 123-4 (No. 114 
and encL); Lord Lansdowne’s sug- 
gestions, 124-6 (No. 115); accepted 
by Japanese Government in 
principle, 126-6 (Nos. 116-7); 
British reply to Japan, 132 (No. 
119); Agreement, Text (80 January, 
1902), 128-30 (No. 118); Viscount 
Hayashi’s Draft heads (26 May, 
1905), 128-30 (No. 118 and note); 
question of naval force, 138 (No. 
122 and min.), 133-4 (Nos. 128-4); 
Revised British draft and Notes, (5 
June 1905), Text, 184-7 (Nos. 
125-6) ; W'ar Office observatiens, 
137-40 (No* 127 and ench); 
Lord Lansdowne’s minute, 140 (No. 
127, min,); Japanese counter draft, 


JAPAN — (continurd) . 

Anglo- Japanese Agreement — (continued). 

(a) Ncyotzafions re — (continued). 

Japan demos, &c. — {continued). 

140—5 (Nn*^ 128-31); Japan on 

invasion of India, 145 (No. 132); 
Japan on British draft, 146-7 (No. 
134); discussion re Corea (i;. sub 
Corea), 149—50 (No 136); British 
draft of note re Article III, 151 (No. 
137 and enrJ 2); Mr. Balfour on,^ 
151 (No. 138), Sir C. MacDonald 
and, 152 (Nos. 139-40), 153-4 (No. 
142), 155^ (No. 144), 157-9 (No. 
147) ; British corrections of Articles 
III and IV, 153 (No. 141); Lord 
Lansdowne on Preamble, 155-6 
(No. 145); Japan and Article III, 
159-60 (No. 148) ; British Conces- 
sions re Articles IV and VII , 160 
(No. 150); Japan and Articles III 
and IV, 161-3 (No. 151 and end.); 
Lord Lansdowne on reply, 163 (No. 
152) ; Treaty signed 12 August, 164 
(No. 154); First British counter- 
draft, 10 June, Text, 164-9 (No. 
155); Japanese revised draft, 23 
June, Text, 164-9 (No. 156); Final 
Text, 12 August, 1905, 164-9 (No, 
155); No secret Articles, 172 (No. 
163), 175 (No, 169). 

(b) Communication of renewed Agree* 
ment, 

To President Roosevelt, 170 (Nos, 157-8), 
172 (No, 162), 179-80 (No. 178), 181 
(No. 176); to France, 171 (No. 160), 
172 (No. 162), 174-5 (No. 166), 
176-7 (Nos. 171-2 (a)); to Ger- 
many, 181 (Nos. 177-8); to Russia, 
170-1 (Nos. 159-60), 172 (No. 162), 
172 (No. 164), 174 (No. 166), 175-6 
(Nos. 168-70), 178 (No. 172(5)), 
180 (No. 175); publication not to 
be hurried, 171-2 (Nos, 161-2). 

(c) Reception of publication of renewed 
Agreement, 

France, M. Bompard on, 211-2 
(No. 198). 

Germany, suspicious of, 181 (No, 178), 
200 (No. 192). 

Anglo- Japanese Agreement, Text pub- 
lished, 174 (No. 166, ed. note), 182 
(Nos. 179-BO). 

Russia, Russian War party and, ISO 
(No. 174); effect on Russian press, 
202-4 (No. 193 and end), 204-5 
(No. 194) ; Russian view generally, 
217-8 (No. 203); Count Bencken- 
dorff on, 180 (No. 175), 204-5 (No. 

194) ; Count Witte on, 205-7 (No. 

195) ; Count Lamsdorff on, 176- 
(No. 170), 211-2 (No. 198), 214 
(No. 201) ; Emperor Nicholas 11 on, 
216 (No. 202); Lord Ijansdown© 
denies to Russia that it extend to 
Turkey, 213-4 (No. 200), as does 
Sir E. Grey to Turkey, 228-9* 
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J AP AN — ( continued) . 

Anglo- J apanese Agreement — (continued) 

(c) Reception, &e. — (continued). 

Russia — ( con tinu p d) . 

(No. 213 and end.)] Count Witte 
stated to have urged a coalition of 
France, Bussia and Germany 
against the Anglo- Japanese 
Alliance, 205 (No. 195), and to 
include U.S.A., 224 (No. 209); 
Germany cannot favour an agree- 
ment between England, Bussia and 
Japan, 269 (No. 247). 

Anglo-Bussian Agreement, 

Bumour re denied by Sir E. Grey, 28 May, 

1906, 236 (No. 220); Japan informed 

re Thibet, 15 June, 1906, 240-1 

(No. 225). 

Russo-Japanese Agreement, 1907, 

Some papers advocated Alliance in 1904 
after the War, 40 (No. 81); Agree- 
ment, 1907 , 268-9 (Nos. 246-7), 273 
(No. 250), 274-5 (No. 252); British 
desire to promote, 279 (No. 256); 
Russian guarantee in Asia, 284-6 
(Nos. 262' (a) (h)), 299 (No. 280); 
possible Anglo-Bussian- Japanese 

Agreement, 1906, 254-5 (No. 242), 

1907, 268-9 (Nos. 246-7); French 
desire for, 274-5 (No. 252); German 
suspicion of, 269 (No. 247). 

Russo-Japanese War (g.'u.). 

MACEDONIA. 

Austria-Hungary and, -o. suh Austria- 
Hungary. 

MANCHURIA (v. suh China), 

MOROCCO CONFERENCE, 

Russia resents raising of question by Ger- 
many, curt reply of Emperor Nicholas 
IT, 197, 199 (Nos. 190-1), British to sup- 
port France, Russian Emperor agrees, 
220 (No. 206); Emperor Nicholas II 
refuses to appeal to Emperor William IT 
over, 225 (No. 209) ; mentioned, 216 
(No. 202). 

MUKDEN. 

Japanese victory at, 1905, and Russian 
situation after, 75-6 (No. 67), 84 
(No. 76). 

PERSIA. 

Governm ent : Executiv e , 

Shah, Muzaffur-ud-Din (1896-1907), 
Sir A. Hardinge on character of, 875 
(No. 322); desire to preserve as ruler 
of neutral State, 376-7 (No. 322); 
Sir E. Grey states that new Govern- 
ment is unchanged in policy towards, 
1906, 377 (No. 323) ; health improved, • 
May, 232 (No. 218) ; anti -British 
surroundings of, October, 407 (No. 
365); promises to summon Assembly, 
August 1906, opens in person, 
October 7; bad health and death, 
January 1907. 366 (ed. note). 


PERSIA — (continued). 

Government : Executive — (continued). 

Shah, Mohammed AH (1907-9), eldest 
son succeeds his father, January 
1907, and promises obedience to 
Constitution, February, 356 (ed. note), 
424 (ed. note), 425 (No. 384, note); 
wishes Anglo-Eussian advance, 426 
(No. 386 n) ; Russian influence with, 
against Assembly, April, 457 (No. 
412) ; receives advance from Russia, 
November, 509 (No. 464); possible 
danger of, 510 (No. 464) ; deposed and 
exiled, July 1909, 356 (ed. note), 

Shah, Sultan Ahmed (1909-24), Second 
son of Shah Mohammed Ali, recognized 
as Valiahd by Russia and Great 
Britain, January 11, 1907, and pro- 
claimed, 424 (ed. note); succeeds his 
father as Shah and is associated with a 
Regency, July 1909, 356 (ed. note). 

Prince Malik Mansur, second son of Shah 
Muzaflur-ud-Din, 357 (No. 319). 

Executive, 

Mushir-ul-Mulk on dangerous situation,. 
21 June, 1907, 474-5 (No. 427); 
danger of conflict with Assembly, 
December 1907, 507-8 (No. 463 and 
note); M. Isvolski and, 14 November, 
607 (No. 546); Sir A. Nicolson on, 509 
(No. 464). (u. also infra, Anglo- 

Russian Entente.) 

British difficulties with, 1902, 369-71 
' (No. 321 (a.)), 1907, 474-5 (No. 427), 
508-9 (No. 464). 

Constitution how granted, 366 (ed. note), 
424 (ed. note); Sir C. Spring-Rice on, 
424-5 (No. 3B3). 

National Assembly and Public opijkion. 
Nationalism. Pan-Islamism and, 11 
October, 1906, 404 (No. 360); Constitu* 
tion, description of, 424 (No. 883); 
Sir 0. Spring-Bice on British policy^ 
12 October, 1906, 404^5 (No. 361), 
405 (No. 362); Franco and, 406-6 
(No. 363) ; Loans in relation to National 
Assembly, 419-20 (No. 376); Change in 
attitude to Great Britain, Sir 0. Spring- 
Rice on, 21 December, 1906, 420-1 
(No. 377); popular disturbance at Tabriz, 
February 1907, 425-6 (No. 384); Anglo- 
Russian policy re internal affairs, 1907, 
422-3 (No. 381); Russian attitude at 
Tehran different from that at St. Peter s- 
burgh, April 1907, 457 (No. 412); pro- 
bable attitude to Anglo-Russian Conven- 
tion, 11 April, 1907, 450-3 (No. 409); 
Finance dependent on Assembly, June 
1907,475 (No. 427); Sir E. Grey’s altera- 
tions in Draft Convention to conciliate, 
June 1907, 465-8 (No. 417); Reception of 
news of Anglo-Russian Convention by 
Assembly and Public, 13 September, 
588-9 (No. 529); Mirza Hassan Khan 
on loans and Convention. 24 September. 
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PEBSIA — ^ ( c ontinued ) . 

National Assembly^ ifeo. — (continued). 

697-9 (No. 538) ; dangerous attitude of 
Assembly to Shah, December 1907, 507 
(No. 463 and note)] Zil-ea-Sultan and, 
444 (No. 402), 449-50 (No. 408 and 
note). 

Army and armed forces, 

Bussia and Persian Cossacks, 367 
(No. 321). 

Bants (v. sub Finance). 

VoTnmercB and Customs, 

Persian pledge not to put Customs of 
S. Persia under a third Power’s con- 
trol (1897, 1900), 370 (No, 821 (a)); 
British Commerce; figures of, for parts 
of the Gulf, 366 (No. 321) ; Trade sphere 
indicated by Sir M. Durand, 360-1 
(No. 319) ; Lord Lansdowne on ‘ ‘ equal 
opportunity,” 17 October, 1905, 213 
(No. 199) ; temporary truce in Anglo- 
Eussian rivalry, September 1906, 400 
(No. 354); (i;. after this date under 
Anglo-Bussian negotiations) ; oil, 
D’Arcy concession, 11 April, 1907, 
450 (No. 409). 

Finance and Banks, 

Finance. Russian loan to Persia of 1899, 
379 (No. 326); and of 1900, 372 (No. 
321 (6)); British financial advances, 
1903-4, 371 (No. 321); effect of in 
checking Russian influence, Sir A. 
Hardinge, 1906, 373 (No. 3*21 (6)); 
Sir E. Grey refuses to give a loan, 

2 February, 1906, 378 (No. 325); 
possible German loan (n mfra, 
Germany), May, 382-3 (Nos. 329-30); 
M. Isvolski denies fact of Russian 
loan, 383-4 (No. 331); M. Isvolski on 
German loan, 12 September, 1906, 242 
(No. 228) ; asks for British views on a 
joint loan, 386-7 (No. 336); (u. infra, 
Anglo-Ruaaian Entente). 

Banks. British policy as regards, Sir A. 
Hardinge on, 1905, 374 (No. 321 (c)), 
377 (No. 322); Deutsche Bank, 233 
(No. 218); Imperial Bank of Persia, 
440 (No. 395, end); 448 (No. 398), 
462 (No. 416, end), 468 (No. 417), 
469 (No. 418), 472 (No, 422); Banque 
d’Escompte of Persia, 462, 464 (No. 
416, end), 467-8 (No. 417, end), 
469 (No. 418), 472 (No. 422); French 
banks to be discouraged from lending 
to Persia, 1907, 443 (No. 399) ; German 
Bank, 393 (No. 348), 396 (No. 351), 
413 (No. 369), 418 (No. 374). 

Bailway 8, 

Bagdad Railway and, May 1906, 882-3 
(No, 329); Prince Biilow on, 412 (No. 
369) ; Herr von Schoen on, 417-8 (No. 
374); also mentioned, 496 (No. 448, 
end.); M. Isvolski on, 430 (No. 388). 


PERSIA — (continued). 

Eailways — ^ ( continu ed) . 

Russian railway policy, 

Central Asian, Sir A. Nicolson on, 2 
January, 1907, 259 (No. 243); 

effect on Afghanistan, 1905, 206-7 
(No. 195), 

Future railways, 

Lines likely to be constructed as a 
result of Anglo-Russian negotiations 
(q.v. infra), 450-2 (No 409); Mushir- 
ul-Mulk on, 1907, 475 (No. 427); 
effect of 'Anglo-Russian Convention 
on British railway lines, September 
1907, 505 (No. 450). 

Telegraph lines, 

M. Isvolski’s regrets re Seistan,247 (No. 234) ; 
Seistan, 394 (No. 349), 428 (No. 388), 
441—2 (No. 397 and eneZ.) ; Khanikin, 
450-1 (No. 409) ; General, 470 (No. 
421); Anglo-Russian negotiations, 
Great Britain to control Meshed- 
Seistan, Russia, Meshed-Tehran, 1907 
275 (No. 253), 385-6 (No. 335, and 
note), 390 (No. 342), 428 (No. 388), 
472 (No. 423), 485 (No. 436, and 
min.), 501 (No. 454); Sir C. Hardinge 
summarises desiderata, 10 July, 294r-6 
(No. 274); Concessions of Russia re, 
August, 600-1 (Nos. 453-4); Anglo- 
Russian Convention (q.v. infra and), 
602-4 (No. 456). 

Water Award. Persian difficulty re, Sir C. 

Hardinge on, 26 September, 1905, 201 

(No. 192). 

Great Powers and, 

France, 

And^ Persian Gulf, 1899, 356-7 (No. 
319) ; to discourage French loans to 
Persia, 16 March, 1907, 443 (No. 
399); on British Declaration re, 
1907, 507 (No. 462). 

Germany, 

Inquiries re Anglo-Russian Agreement, 
23 May, 1906, 231 (No. 216), 24 
May, 283 (No. 218); new Persian 
policy, 24^ April, 1906, 381 (No. 
326) ; Russia recognizes her interest 
in Bagdad Railway, 23 May, 1906, 
231 (No. 216) ; her interests as com- 
mercial not political, 396 (No. 861) ; 
possible German loan to Persia, 
882-3 (Nos. 329-30), 387 (No. 836), 
391 (No. 344), 391 (No. 345); Herr 
von Stumm disbelieves, and Ger- 
man Government would refrain 
from, 2 October, 1906, 401 (No. 
856); German Bank in Persia, 398 
(No. 848), 896 (No. 851), 418 (No. 
369); Herr von Schoen on, 4 
December,^ 1906, 418 (No. 874); 
Turco-Persian frontier and German 
Emperor, October 1906,- 402 (No. 
858) ; German view of Anglo- 
Bussian Agreement, 406 (No. 868); 
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PERSIA — {continued). 

Great Powers and — {continued). 

Germany — ^(continued). 

Inquiries, &c. — {continued). 

M. Isvolski on, 409 (No. 367), 411-3 
(Nos. 368-9); “Open door” to Ger- 
many, 3Q November, 1906, 254-5 
(No. 242) ; Prince Billow demands 
“ open door “ for trade, 409 
(No. 367), 411 (No. 368), 412 (No. 
369), 417 (No. 374); and Bagdad 
railway, 412 (No. 369), 417-8 (No. 
374); and Persian Gulf, April 1907, 
463-^ (No. 410), 488 (No. 439); 
Sir E. Grey on clauses to favour 
“open door,” 21 June, 473 (No. 
425); Assent of Russia to, 28 Jime, 
483 (No. 432). 

Great Britain, 

Anglo-Persian Treaty of 1857, 440 

(No. 395, end.); integrity of 
Persia, assurances to Persia re, 
Anglo-Russian, 1834 and 1888, 370 
(No. 321 (a.)); British assurances, 
Lord Lansdowne, 1902, 370 (No. 
321 (a) ); Sir E. Grey's assurances, 
1906, 377 (No. 323), 380 (No. 327); 
lays down general policy of non- 
interference, August, 384 (No. 332); 
reassures Persia as to our negotia- 
tions with Russia, 1 October, 400 
(No. 355); Sir C. Spring-Rice on, 
7 October, 401-2 (No. 358); pro- 
posed Anglo-Russian declaration, 
13 October, 405 (No. 362); Sir E. 
Grey on, 407 (No. 365, note) ; Sir A. 
Nicolson states policy not one of 
ordinary partition, 8 May, 1907, 
292-3 (No. 271); Sir C. Spring-Rice 
points out there is no formal engage- 
ment re integrity of Persia in Anglo- 
Russian Agreement, 8 May, 1907, 
451 (No, 409); Sir E. Grey on, 471 
(No. 421). 

British interests in special areas of, or 
near, Persia, 

(a) Persian Gulf and South Persia. 
British and status quo. Lord 
Salisbury’s statement to Persia 
re British policy in Gulf, 15 
April, 1899, 364-5 (No. 320); 
confirmed by Lord Lansdowne, 
6 January, 1902, 870 (No. 321 

(а) ) ; Russian and German 
activities in, 1899, 356-8 (No. 
319); Lord Lansdowne ^s Declara^ 
tion in the Lords that attempt of 
third Power to est'ahlish naval 
base or fortified port in Gulf ts a 
^rai;e menace and would he 
resisiedi 5 Ma/y, 1903, 370 (No. 
321 (a)), 371 (No. 321), 454 (No. 
410), 478-9 (No. 429); Russia 
and, 1903, 183-4 (Nos. 181 (a) and 

(б) ); Sir A. Hardinge on, 1905, 
376 (No. 322); France and, 1899, 


PERSIA — [continued). 

Great Powers and — {continued). 

Great Britain — (continued). 

British interests, &c. — {continued) . 

(a) Persian Gulf, &c.— -(continued). 
356-7 (No. 319); Turkey and, 357 
(No. 319) ; Lord Lansdowne 
informed Russia disinterested in, 

5 October, 1905, 208 (No. 196); 
Sir E. Grey’s possible policy re, 
ID August, 1906, 241-2 (No. 227); 
M. Isvolski on, September, 393 
(No. 348); is Mohammerah to be 
included in? February 1907, 431 
(No. 389); British offer to protect 
Russia’s interests in, 7 April, 449 
(No. 407) ; Germany and, April 17, 
453-4 (No. 410); British wish to 
insert clause re status quo in Con- 
vention, June, 465 (No. 417), 470 
(No. 421); opposition by Russia, 
475-6 (No. 428), 477-9 (No. 429); 
Mr. L. Mallett and Sir C, 
Hardinge on, 476-7 (No. 428, 
mm.); Sir E. Grey’s reply and 
concessions re, 481-95 (Nos. 
436-46) ; Indian Government 
objects to, July, 495-6 (No. 448); 
proposed British Declaration as 
to status quo, Text, 497 (ed. 
note)’ Final British Declaration, 
29 August, 1907, Text, 501-2 
(No. 455); France, M. Louis on, 
507 (No. 462). 

(b) Seistan. Lord Lansdowne asks 
Russia to admit British influence, 
187 (No. 182); 1902, 370 (No. 321 
(a)); Russia and, 1903, 185 (No. 
181 (b) ), 187 (No. 182); M. Isvol- 
ski on railway, 29 September, 
1906, 399 (No. 353); Russian 
General Staff opposed to British 
occupation of, 4 November, 408 
(No. 367); Sir A. Nicolson and 
M. Isvolski on, 7 November, 250 
(No. 236); CJount Benckendorff 
on, February 1907, 272 (No. 250) ; 
Sir E. Grey on, 414 (No. 370); 
Sir C. Spring-Rice on, 423 (No. 
381); M. Isvolski on, 19 
February, 1907 , 429 (No. 380); 
(tJ. also supra under Telegraph 
lines). 

(c) Perso-Afghan Frontier, 201 (No. 
192), 277 (No. 256). 

Russia {v. also supra, Finance, National 
Assembly and public opinion, Rail- 
ways, Telegraph lines). 

Sir A. Hardinge (1905) describes her 
policy as aiming at a “ veiled pro- 
tectorate " in Persia, 372 (No. 321 
(6 ) ) ; sinister designs feared by 
Persian Minister at St. Petersburgh, 
220 (No. 205). 

.Btissian interests in special spheres of, 
or adjoining, Persia, 

(a) Khorassan, Russification of, 372 
■ (No. 321(b)). 



650 


PERSIA — (coniinued). 

Great Powers and — {continued). 

Russia — (continued) . 

Russian interests, &c. — (coniinued) 

ffe) North Persia and Tehran — hold 
upon, 1899, 367 (No. 321); 
British recognize her superior 
interest in, 1905, 369 (No. 

321 (a)). 

(c) Persian Gulf (r^u.) and South 

Persia (f/.u-)- 

(d) Seistan (g'.'U.). 

(e) Public opinion and press — favour- 

able to entente with Great 
Britain, 408 (No. 367) ; Nonce 
Vremyd, Oko, 408 (No 367); (v. 
infra Anp^lo-Russian relations). 

Anglo-Russian relations, in respect to, 

(a) Anglo-Russiaii relations (1834- 

1906), Anglo-Russian Agreements 
generally (1834-73), 359 (No. 

319) ; re Turco-Persian frontier 
(q.v.), 1865, 453 (No. 410); 

Anglo-Russian joint action 
rejected by Sir M, Durand, 1895 
and 1899, 359 (No. 319); sug- 
gested rapprochement by Lord 
Lansdowne, 17 Novenaber, 1903, 
183-4 (No. 181 (a)); King 

Edward VII and 29 April, 

1904, 50 (No. 43, note), 
189 (No. 183, note), 189 (No. 184) ; 
Sir A, Ilardinge on, 1905, 376-7 
(No. 322); possibility of new 
rapprochement, Lord Lansdowne 
on, 5 October, 1905, 207-8 (No. 
196); Emperor Nicholas II and 
King Edward VII ’s message, 24 
October, 1905, 215 (No. 202); 
Sir E. Grey’s view, 33 December, 

1905, 218 (No. 204); Sir E. Grey 
denies to Persian Government 
that an Anglo-Russian tmder- 
standing exists, 6 March, 1906, 
380 (No. 327); possibility of 
Anglo-Biussian loan, April 1906, 
230 (No. 214); Sir E. Grey’e 
answer in Parliament re rap- 
prochfiment, 24 May, 1906, 232 
(No. 217); Sir A. Nicolson 
suggests conversations with 
Russia, 29 May, 237-8 (No. 221); 
Emperor Nicholas 11 on, 6 Juno, 
288 (No, 222); M. Is volsld desires 
rnodiov vivendi, August 3906, 884 
(No. 832). 

(b) Anglo-Buman RapprocJmnent and 
Convention, 1906-7. Sir C. 
Hardinge to ask Russian views re 
Persia, 7 August, 241 (No. 226); 
Sir E, Grey authorizes Sir A. 
Nicolson, 7 September, 1906, 889 
(No. 341); M. Isvolaki on German 
loan, 12 September, 242 (No. 228) ; 
proposals for joint loan, 891 
(Nos* 844-5); M* Isvolski and 
Anglo-Bussian spheres of 
influence,” 392-4 (Nos* 347-9); 


PERSIA — (continued) . 

Great Powers and — (continued). 

Russia — (continued). 

^nglo-Russian relations — (confinurd) 

(b) Anglo-Russian, &c. — (continued). 
M. Isvolski ’s and Sir E. Grey’s 
general objection to joint loan, 
2 October, 401 (No. 357); Sir E. 
Grey wishes Kerman in British 
sphere, 407 (No. 366); Anglo- 
Russian immediate financial 
advance, 4 November, 408 (No. 
367) ; Russian General Stafl’s anti- 
British influence on Emperor 
Nicholas II, 408, 410 (No. 367); 
Sir E. Grey’s Draft Agreement, 
17 November, 1906, Text, 415-6 
(No. 371 and encl.)\ M. Isvolski 
and Persian Px'ime Minister and 
Joint loan contract, 2 December, 

416 (No. 372) ; Letters of M. Isvol- 
ski and Sir A. Nicolson, 
December, 419-20 (No. 376 and 
end.), 421 (No. 378 and end.); 
Sir A. Nicolson on M. Isvolski 's 
hesitation over joint loan, 1907, 
266 (No. 2‘44); Emperor Nicholas 
II desires agreement, 27 January, 
1907, 272 (No. 249); joint advance 
to be made direct to the Shah, 
February, 426-7 (No. 3B6); 
Russian General Staff more con- 
ciliatory, 10 February, 272 (No. 
250); M. Isvolski ’s Draft, Text^ 
20 February, 431-3 (No. 389 and 
end.); Sir E. Grey on, 8 Marchi 
435-6 (No. 393); Sir E. Grey 
opposes joint declaration re 
internal affairs, March, 486-7 
(No. 394); M. Isvolski on Draft 
Convention, 10 March, Text, 
437-40 (No. 395 and end); 
M. Isvolski on possible Russian 
action in N. Persia, 25 March, 
444-5 (No. 403 and end.); Sir C. 
Spring-Rice on, 11 April, 460-3 
(No. 409); Third Power and 
neutral zone, 441-3 (Nos. 397- 
403); Russian concessions re 
Zulficar, 2 April, 445-7 (No. 404 
and end); Sir E. Grey on, 
1 May, 292 (No. 270); Sir E. 
Grey does not accept Lord Percy’s 
suspicions of Russia’s good faith, 
1 May, 292 (No. 270), nor does 
Sir A. Nicolson, 8 May, 292-3 
(No. 271) ; Customs and loans^ 
negotiations, 22 April, 456 (No. 
411, end.), 459 (No. 413 and 
encL) ; M. Isvolski’s amendments, 
5 June, 461-6 (No. 416 and 
encl.); Sir E. Grey’s revised pro- 
posals, 6 June, Text, 465-8 (No. 

417 and end.); Persian Gulf 
(g.v.) difficulties re, 465 (No, 417), 
475-6 (No. 428), 476-7 (No. 428,. 
min.), 477-8 (No. 429); New 
trace of Russian sphere, July^ 
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PERSIA — (coniinned). i 

Great Powers ani — (continued). 

Russia — (continued). ; 

Anglo-Russian relations — (co?i.tini^rr?) 
fb) , L*tc — (continued). 

494-5 (No. 447 and end.); Con- 
vention, 31 August, Text, 502-4 
(No. 456, C7^cl.), 618 (App. I); 
ratifications, 504 (No. 456, note); 
to be communicated to Persia if 
Russia agrees, 504 (No. 457). 

[tj. also supra, Railways. Tele- 
graph lines, Persian Gulf, Seistan.] 
Reception hy Persiai. Proposed 
joint communication to Persia, 

4 September, Text, 580-1 (No. 521 
and cncL) ; communication, 11 
September, 589-90 (No. 529, end. 
and ed. note); certain material 
withheld from Persia, 25 Septem- 
ber, 599 (No. 539); M. Isvolski 
fears difficulties between, 6 | 

September, 582-3 (No. 523); 
publication in Persia itself, 13 
September, 590-2 (No. 530); 

Sir A. Nicolson congratulated by- 
King Edward VII, 17 September, I 
595-6 (No. 535); and by Sir E. | 
Grey, 18 September, 59*6-7 (No. | 
537) ; M. Paid Gambon thinks i 
England has gained by the Con- ! 
vcntion, 18 September, 597 (No. I 
637) ; Sir F. Bertie communicates i 
summary of Convention to ' 
M. Clemenceau, 9 September, 
687-8 (No. 527); and full version | 
io French Government, 25 
September, 507 (No. 462); Sir E. 
Grey discourages asking other 
Powers to join Convention, 14 
September, 694 (No. 633); recep- 
tion in German and Austro- 
Hungarian Press on whole favour- 
able, 1, 4 and 8 October, 699-600 
(No. 540), 600-1 (No. 541), 601-2 
(No. 542); M. Isvolski thinks 
German Government unfavour- 
able, 14 November, 608 (No. 
546); Emperor Nicholas II’s 
pleasure at, 23 October, 606 
(No* 545); Sir E. Grey's speech at 
Berwick and M. Isvolski 's con- 
gratulations, 25 December, 609 
(No. 547); F.O. Memo, on Anglo- 
Russian Convention, Text, 29 
January, 1908, 612-6 (No. 549); 
Sir E. Grey’s own satisfaction, 

24 February, 1908, 616 (No. 660). 

Turkey. Dispute over Turco-Persian 
frontier, 1907, Sir A. Nicolson on, 
610-1 (No. 464). 


FORT ARTHUR. ; 

Effect of Japanese capture of, 12 January, i 
1906, 60 (No. 60). ! 


PRESS, 

Austro-Hungarian , 

General, 

Anglo-Russiau Agreement favourably- 
received, 582 (No. 522). 

Individual papers, 

Neue Freie Ftesse, M. Isvolski con- 
tradicts report that he had given 
terms of Anglo-Russian Agreement 
to Prince Biilow, 10 August, 1907, 
298 (No. 279). 

Pester Lloyd, 44 (No. 34). 

British, 

General, 

Dogger Bank incident, attitude resented 
by Emperor Nicholas II, 31 October, 
1904, 25-6 (No. 24); Press not con- 
trolled by British Government, 26 
(No. 24); M, Bompard on anti- 
Russian attitude of, 67 (No. 59); 
favourable to rapprochement, with 
Russia, 1905, 215 (No. 202); on 
alleged Anglo-Russian Agreement, 
232 (No. 217). 

Individual papers, 

Dally (xTo-phic, 5 (No. 4). 

Daily Mail, 52 (No. 47, note). 

Standard, 39 (No. 30); report on Anglo- 
Russian entente, May 1906, 233 
(No. 218 and note). 

Times, on alleged Russo-German Agree- 
ment, September 1904, 4-5 (No. 4); 
revision of Thibetan Convention^ 
23 September, 1904, 317-8 (No. 
299); on Anglo- Japanese Agree- 
ment, 1905, 121 (No. Ill), 206 
(No. 194); on Anglo-Russian Agree- 
ment, 1907, 609 (No. 547). 

Vanity Fair, and German war scare ^ 
4 (No. 4, note). 

French. 

General, 

Attitude unsatisfactory over Dogger 
Bank incident, 8-9 (No. 9); King 
Edward on, 9 (No. 9, min.); Sir E. 
Monson on, 1904, 68 (No. 59); 
attacks on Russian governing 
class, 256 (No. 243). 

Individual papers, 

Echo de Paris, 39 (No. 30), 

Malin, revelations re Anglo-French 
entente discredited by Emperor 
Nicholas II, 216 (No. 202). 

German. 

General, 

M. Bompard on, 67 (No. 58). 

Asserts Emperor William II is going to 
meet King Edward, Spring of 1906, 
227 (No. 211), 

Large section sympathetic toward® 
Russia, 1906, 256-7 (No. 243). 

Russian. 

General, 

French influence on, 209 (No. 197); 
details as to censorship and control, 
39 (No. 30), but not necessarily 
indicative of Russian Government,. 
206 (No. 195); press advocates peace 
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PEE'SS — {continued] . 

Russian — (continued). 

General — {continued). 

French influence on — {continued). 

after Mukden with two exceptions, 
75 (No. 67) ; and after Tsushima with 
a few exceptions, 83-4 (No. 76); 
opposed to Muraviev’s appointment 
as first plenipotentiary, 91 (No. 88); 
M. Witte and bluffing tactics of, 93 
(No. 89); on Japanese terms, 95-7 
(No. 92); on Anglo- Japanese agree- 
ment, 203-4 (No. 193, encL), 206 
(No. 195), 208-9 (No. 197); attacks 
on Count Lamsdorff over Serbo- 
Austrian dispute, 224 (No. 209); 
outbreak in Afghanistan, 1908, 574 
(No. 514). 

Individual papers, 

Bourse, 574 (No. 514). 

Local OomKin-Russian, 204 (No. 193, 
cncl.). 

Moshovshiya ViedomosU advocates war 
after Mukden, 75 (No. 67). 

Novog Vrcmya, general, 39 (No, 30), 574 
(No. 514); Anglophobe, 208 (No. 
197), advocates war after battle of 
Mukden, 75 (No. 67); after battle of 
Sea of Japan, 83 (No. 76); after 
peace of Portsmouth, 198 (No. 191), 
203 (No. 193 and end.), 208 (No. 
197); hostile to Government, 581 
(No. 521); attacks England over 
Seistan, 201 (No. 192); advocates 
Anglo-Bussian Agreement, 408 
(No. 367). 

Novosti, 204 (No, 193, end.). 

Oho, 408 (No. 357). 

Retch, 354 (No. 317, note {^); 574 
(No. 514). 

Russ (under Bussian Foreign Office), 
39 (No. 30), 203-4 (No. 193, end). 

Slovo, 204 (No. 198, cncL). 

BUSSIA. 

Internal, 

Bmperor Nicholas 11, character and 
views, 1906, Sir A. Nicolson on, 260-1 
(No. 243); anti-British influences in 
entourage, 253 (No. 240); Cabinet 
moderately pro-Britiah, sketches of 
principal members in 1906, 261-2 
(No. 243). 

Beform, 

Emperor’s first manifesto re, 5 (No. 4, 
ed. note), his views on the disorders, 
1906, 221 (No. 206); Sir E, Grey on 
possibility of revolution, 242 (No. 
227) ; situation quieter owing to 
M; Stolypin, 249 (No. 234), 266 
(No. 244); M. Witte on Finland, 
2 (No. 3). 

Finances, 1906, 264-5 (No. 243); Count 
Witte’s policy, 1905-6, 215 (No. 202), 
219-20 (No. 205). 

Bussian General Staff, anti-British, 1906-7, 
242-3 (No. 229), 250 (No. 236), 253 


BUSSIA — {continued) . 

Internal — {continued ) . 

Bussian General Staff — (continued). 

(No. 240), 259-60 (No. 243), 266 
(No. 244), but ready to make some 
concessions, 273 (No. 250, min.); 
opposed to giving up Seistan, 408 
(No. 367); military policy and arma- 
ments, 1906, 262-4 (No. 243); Sir A. 
Nicolson considers policy now (1907) 
defensive not aggressive, 283 (No. 260), 
and considers “ forward policy ” 
renounced in the East, 283 (No. 260) ; 
Armaments, 1906, 262-5 (No. 243). 
Parties and public opinion, 

Anti-British party in Buaaia, strength of, 
199 (No. 191), 226 (No. 210), 250 
(No. 236), 253 (No. 240), 

Duma favourable to Great Britain, 226 
(No. 210), but hostile to Govern- 
ment, 224 (No. 209), 273 (No. 251). 
Public opinion, 97 (No, 92), 247 

(No. 234). 

(u. also sub Press, Bussia.) 

Foreign policy, 

<md Afghanistan (5-‘w.). 
and Austria-Hungary, 258 (No. 243.) 
and France (u. sut France). 
and Germany sub Germany, and for 
relations of Emperor Nicholas II with 
Emperor William II). 
and Great Britain, 

Anglo-Bussian Entente, 

(a) First attempts at (1903-5), Lord 

Lansdowne and Count Bencken- 
dorff, November 1903, 183-4 

(181 (a)), 186-8 (No. 182); King 
Edward's conversation with 
M. Isvolski at Copenhagen, April 
1904, 188 (No. 183), and with 
M. Paul Gambon, 189 (No, 183, 
ed. note); Sir C. Hardinge’s 
reception as Ambassador, 190-1 
(No. 185), and by Emperor 
Nicholas II, May 1904, 193-4 
(No. 187); interruption of pour- 
parlers by Buaso- Japanese War, 
195 {ed. 7iot6 ) ; pourparlers 
resumed by King Edward’s 
message to Emperor Nicholas II, 
30 May, 1905, 195-6 (No. 189); 
Khedivial Decree accepted by 
Bussia (f. sub Egypt); M. 
Hartwig and pro-British policy, 
199-201 (No. 192), 

(b) Pro-German phase (1905), Treaty 
of Bjorko, 24 July, 1905, Text, 
94-5 (Nos. 90-1, ed. note), 217 
(No. 203); (u. also sub Germany) 
and M. Witte’s pro-German 
policy, 202 (No. 193), 205 (No. 
195), 209 (Ho. 197), 214 (No. 201); 
M. Bompard on, 205-6 (No. 195); 
defeat of Franco-German-Bussian 
proposal, 205-6 (No. 195), 214 
(No, 201). 
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EUSSIA — (continued) . 

Foreign policy — (continued), 
and Great Britain — (continued). 

Anglo-Russian Entente — (continued) . 

(c) Preliminary stages , 1905-6, Lord 
Lansdowne and Count Bencken- 
dorfi, 5 October, 207-8 (No. 196); 
Sir C. Harding a ’s recall and King 
Edward’s message, Emperor 
Nicholas II’s reply, 215-6 (No. 
202), 220-1 (No. 206); Sir E. 
Grey expresses hopes of reaching 
an agreement, 13 December, 218 
(No. 204) ; proposals of Count 
Witte vtd Dr. Dillon re loan, 
January 1906, 219-20 (No. 205), 
221 (No. 207), 227 (No, 211); 
conversation between Count 
LamsdorS and Sir G. Hardinge, 
6 January, 622-3 (App. Ill); 
Count BenckendorfE opens the 
subject with Sir E. Grey, 26 
January, 222-4 (No. 208); too 
dangerous for King Edward to 
visit Russia, 227 (No. 211), 230 
(No. 214) ; Count LamsdorfE’s 
message to Sir E. Grey, 227-8 
(No. 212) ; Sir E. Grey denies 
existence of agreement, 24 May, 
232 (No. 217), 236-7 (No. 220); 
M. Isvolski Foreign Minister and 
views, 232-6 (Nos. 218-9); Sir A. 
Nicolson’s interviews with, 237-8 
(No. 221), and with the 
Emperor Nicholas II, 238 (No. 
222); Emperor’s wish for entente, 
272 (No. 249), 276-7 (No. 255), 
288-9 (No. 266); General situa- 
tion in 1906, Sir A. Nicolson on, 
259-60 (No, 243). 

(d) Detailed negotiations {v. respec- 
tively sub Afghanistan, Persia, 
Thibet). 

(e) Reception of Anglo-Russian Agree- 

ment, Sir E. Grey’s speeches on, 
M. Isvolski ’s pleasure at, 25 
December, 1907, 609 (No. 547); 
British opposition on, 24 Feb- 
ruary, 1908, 616 (No. 560); 

M. Isvolski ’s meeting with King 
Edward and Sir E. Gosohen, 
5 September, 1907, 582-4 (No. 
523); Emperor Nicholas II on, 
23 October, 606 (No. 645) ; France 
and, 7 September, 1907, 686 (No. 
526) ; M. Clemenoeau on, 9 
September, 687-8 (No. 627); 
Austria-Hungary, public opinion 
in, favourable, 4 October, 600-1 
(No. 541); German press favour- 
able, 1 October, 699-600 (No. 
540); but not leaders of opinion, 
8 October, 601-2 (No. 642); 
revival of German rapprochement 
to Russia, 21 October, 604-5 
(No. 544), but Germany not 
really favourable to agreement, 
610-1 (No. 548). 


RUSSIA — (continued) . 

Foreign policy — (continued). 

and Japan (v. sub Japan, and Russo- 
Japanese War). 

and Turkey ('u. aho Austria-Hungary, 
Russo-Japanese War, Russian Volun- 
teer Fleet, Straits question). 

Crete, 222 (No. 208). 

Macedonia, Count LamsdorS on British 
attitude in, 192 (No, 185), 222 (No. 
208); M. IsvolsH on, 248-9 (No. 234). 

RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 

(a) Dogger Bank incident, Chap. XXIII, 

§ II passim, details of attack, 
5, 6 (Nos. 5, 6); Count Lamsdorff 
on, 7 (No. 7); M. Sazonov on, 
7, 8 (No. 8); French press on, 8, 9 
(No. 9); Emperor Nicholas on, 9, 10 
(No. 11) ; correspondence of Count 
Benckendorff with Lord Lansdowne on^ 
10-14 (Nos. 12, 13); Lord Lansdowne 
does not accept Russian Admiral’s 
explanation, 14 (No. 14); demands 
inquiry before Russian fleet leaves Vigo, 
16-17 (No . 16) ; no British destroyers in 
the North Sea at the time, 17 (No. 17), 
nor of any other nationality, 8 (No. ,8, 
note) ; Emperor Nicholas II desires 
Hague inquiry, 18 (No. 18); Orders to 
British fleets, 18-19 (No. 19); Russian 
fleet to remain at Vigo pending inquiry, 

19- 20 (No. 20), 23 (No. 22), 28-9 (No. 
25) ; Count BenckendorfE ’s anti-crisis 
statement to be made by Mr. Balfour, 

20- 1 (No. 20); on Mr. Balfour’s speech 
of 28 October, 1904, public feeling in 
England, 23-4 (No. 23) ; M. Paul Gambon 
on aSair, 22 (No. 21); M. Bompard on, 
66-^7 (No. 68 and min.) ; German atti- 
tude, Emperor William II and, 4 (No. 4, 
note)] French fears re, 67-8 (No. 59); 
Emperor Nicholas II’s interview with 
Sir C. Hardinge on, 26-7 (No. 24); 
British draft of International Inquiry, 
Text, 30-1 (No. 26, end. 1), observations 
of Lord Lansdowne, 31-2 (No. 25, 
end. 2) ; Sir C, Hardinge on British 
naval preparations, 33-5 (No. 26); King 
Edward on, 35 (No. 26, min.]; articles 
of British draft read by Lord Lansdowne 
in speech of 9 November, 1904, 36 
(No. 27); Russian attempts to alter 
British Draft defeated, 36 (No. 27, and 
min.), 36-7 (No. 28); Text in French, 
37-8 (No. 29) ; Count Katsura on 
incident, 40-1 (No. 31) ; Award of 
Commission, 25 February, 1905, 88 
(No. 29, note). 

(b) Straits Question and Russian Volunteer 
Fleet (v. also sub Straits), Passage of 
Russian destroyers through Dardanelles, 
41 (No. 32, ed. note), 46 (No. 35); 
representation to Turkey as to passage 
of Russian torpedo boats through 
Dardanelles, January 1903, 41-2 (No. 
32), 44^6 (No. 34), 46 (No. 36); Austro- 
Hungarian view, 43-4 (No. 33) ; Turkish 
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EUSSO-JAPANESE WAE— (continued). 

(b) StTdits Question, &c. — (continued). 

official view re, 4:1 (No. 37), 48 (No. 3^, 
enct.) ; British statement to Japan that 
they would oppose attempt of Bussian 
Black Sea Fleet to emerge, Januajy- 
February 1904, 48-9 (No. 40-1) ; and to 
France, 50 (No, 43); Japanese reply re, 
51 (No. 45); “Nemesis” incident, 50 
(No. 44), 51 (No. 46), 52 (No. 47); 
Parliamentary question re Straits by 
Mr. Gibson-Bowles, 49 (No. 42); Eefusal 
of Kussia to give written declaration to 
Turkey not tO' change flag of Volunteer 
Fleet after passing the Straits, 52-3 
(Nos. 48-9); actual passage of Straits 
by Volunteer Fleet, 6-11 November, 
1904, 53-7 (Nos. 60-5); British Memo, 
re, Text, 54 (No. 50, note), 56 (No. 53); 
M. Paul Gambon on, 56-7 (No. 54); 
Japan on, 57 (No. 55); Sir C. Hardinge’s 
Memo, respecting the passage of 
Bussian War vessels through the 
Dardanelles and Bosphorus, Text, 
16 November, 1906, 58-60 (No. 55, 
ed. note). 

(e) British claims on Russia in connexion 
with the War, 1904-6, outstanding, 
shipping claims arising from destruction 
of property in the war area and from 
internal disorders in Eussia, u. Chap. 
XXIII, § IV, pp. 60-4 passim, and 
Sir B. Grey on, 616 (No. 550). 

Peace negotiations and terms, Japanese and 
Kussian proposals to secure peace just 
before the outbreak of the war, Text, 
74-5 (No. 66, end); negotiations for 
peace, Sir C. Hardinge on British atti- 
tude, 3-4 (No. 3); M. Witte on 
Eussian war aims, 4 (No. 3); Marquis 
Itc on Japan ^s war aims, 64-6 (No. 57, 
encL); Japan on effect of fall of Port 
Arthur, 12 January, 1906, 68 (No. 60); 
United States circular re disinterested- 
ness of neutrals in regard to China, 69 
(No. 61 and note), 69-70 (No. 62 and 
end), 70-1 (No. 63), 71 (No. 64); 
Chinese neutrality, 69-70 (No. 62 and 
encL); 70-1 (No. 63); Japanese desire 
for mediation expressed to XJ.S*A. 
Government, 71-3 (No. 66 and ed. 
note); situation in Bussia after battle 
of Mukden, 76-6 (No. 67); M. Dclcass6 
and, 73 (No. 66, ed. note), on prospects, 
76-7 (No. 68); M, Witte on, 25 March, 
^ (No. 88), 7 May, 77-8 (No. 69); 
Naval Battle of Tsushima or Sea of 
Japan, 27-8 May, 78 (No. 70); effects 
of, 78-9 (No. 71), in Bussia, 82-4 
(No. 76); President Boosevelt asks 
Lord Lansdowne if he knows Japan’s 
terms, 2 June, 78-9 (No. 71 and note); 
Lord Lansdowne’s speech, 1 June and 
Bussian inquiry re, 79 (No. 72); 
President Roosevelt on situation, 4 June, 
79-80 (No. 73) ; Great Britain does not 


RUSSO-JAPANESE WAB— {continued). 

Peace negotiations , &c. — (continued). 

object to German pressure on Bussia, 
King Edward on, 80 (No. 73, min.); 
Emperor William II ’s message re peace 
to Emperor Nicholas II and President 
Roosevelt on, 80-1 (No. 74 and ed, note), 

85 (No. 77); President Roosevelt’s 
message to Lord Lansdowne, 82 (No. 
75); Russian Council and Emperor 
Nicholas II on peace, 84 (No. 76); 
President Roosevelt’s suggestion to 
Emperor Nicholas II, 85 (No. 77); 
Emperor Nicholas II’s reply, 85 (No. 78), 

86 (No. 80), 89-90 (No. 86); Lord 

Lansdowne ’s attitude in June, 86 (No. 
80, note), 86 (Nos. 01-2); Japanese 
attitude, 8-14 June, 85 (No. 79), 86-8 
(No. 83) ; President Roosevelt formally 
offers good offices, 9 June, which Japan 
accepts, 10 June, 88 (No. 83, note); 
President Roosevelt on prospects, 88 
(No. 84) ; King Edward and, 89 (No. 85) ; 
formal Russian announcement re peace 
negotiations, 28 June, 90 {ed. note); 
M. Witte first plenipotentiary, 91-2 
(No. 88); views on indemnity, etc., 
93-4 (No. 89); Emperor William II’s 
advice to Emperor Nicholas II and 
Treaty of Bjorko, 24 July, Text, 9^6 
(Nos. 90-1 and ed. note); press and 
public opinion in Russia to 15 August, 
96-7 (No. 92) ; Japanese account of nego- 
tiona till 18 August, Text, 97-8 (No. 98) ; 
Japanese terms and Russian reply, 
Texts, 98-102 (No. 94 and end.); 
German influence on, 102 (No. 94, 
end. 2, note 3); struggle about war 
expenses and Isle of Sakhalin, 102-4 
(Nos. 95-6), 105 (No. 98); President 
Roosevelt’s warnings to Japan, 22-8 
August, 104-6 (No. 97); and telegram to 
Emperor Nicholas II, 25 August, Text^ 
105-6 (No. 99), 106 (No. 100); 

Treaty of Portsmouth , 23 August, 1905, 
Text, 107-11 (No. 101); ratified by 
Emperor Nicholas II, 1 October, 111 
(No. 101); by Emperor of Japan, 
14 October, 111 (No. 101, note 3). 

SAGHALIEN (SAKHALIN), ISLAND OF. 
Negotiations re in Treaty of Portsmouth, 
98 (No. 98), 99-101 (No. 94 and end), 
103 (No. 95), 104 (No. 97), 105-6 (No. 
99), 106 (No. 100), 109 (No. 101, 
Art. 9). 


STRAITS QUESTION, DARDANELLES 
AND. 

Black Sea Clauses in Treaty of Paris, 
M. Witte on, 3-4 (No. 3); Count 
Shuvalov on and Russia’s attitude, 
1 March, 1906, 226 (No. 210); Sir E. 
Grey on, 254 (No. 241), 254-5 (No. 242) ; 
not in Sir A. Nicolson’s instructions, 
272-3 (No. 250, and min. and note) ; 
Memo, by Sir E. Grey, 10 Marchi 1907, 
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STBAITS QUESTION, &c.— {continued). 
Black Sea Clauses, &c. — {continued). 

Text, 279-00 (No. 257); Germany to be 
informed, Count Benckendorfi on, 28^1 
(No. 258); M. Isvolski on, 283-4 (No. 
261), 285 (No. 263); M. IsvolskVs Memo. 
Text, 287-8 (No. 265, encL);^ Lord 
Eitzmaurice on, 288 (No. 265, min.). 


E. Grey’s counter-memo., 27 April, 
Text, 290-1 (No. 268 and end.)] 
Turkish suspicions re, 289 (No. 267), 
293 (No. 272), 294 (No. 273); 

M. IsvolskVs memo, of 10 July, Text, 
295-6 (No. 275 and end.), 296 (No. 276). 


(v. also sub Russo-Japanese TV^ar.) 


(a) Conventions, etc., re, with Great Bntain 

(1890-1903). Great Britain and China 
Convention, 17 March, 1890, Terms, _ 305 
(ed. note)] Regulations, Sikkim Thibet, 

5 December, 1893, 305 {ed. note); 
Indian Government on Thibet’s refusal 
to keep obligations, 8 January, 1903, 
305 {ed. note)] Russia asserts she has no 
Convention with Thibet, 8 April, 305 
{ed. note)] proposed Conference of 
Chinese-Thibetan and Anglo-Indian 
representatives, 29 April, 305 {ed. tiote). 

(b) Younghushand Expedition 1903 and 
Conventions with Thibet and China, 

7 September, 1904 and 27 April, 1906. 
Secretary of State for India sanctions 
advance of Colonel Younghusband to 
Gyang Tse, 6 November, 1903, 305 
{ed. note ) ; Russian enquiries re, 17 
November, 306-7 (No. 209); Lord 
Lansdowne’s conversation re, 25 Novem- 
ber, 186-7 (No. 182); M. Isvolaki’s 
inquiry of King Edward, 22 April, 1904, 
188-9 (No. 183); Count Lamsdorff’s 
inquiries re Thibet, 190 (No. 184); 
Lord Lansdowne's Memo., 10 May re 
objects of Younghusband expedition, 
Text, 308 (No. 291), 310 (No. 293), 
Count Lamsdorff on Memo, of 10 May, 
191-2 (No. 185) ; French report of 
anxiety of Emperor Nicholas II, 80 May, 
309 (No- 292) ; Austria-Hungary and 
Thibet, 14 June, 1904, 311 (No. 294); 
United States and, 29 June, 313 (No. 
297); Indian Government’s views of 
points Younghusband should secure 
from Thibet, 26 June, 30 June, 312 (No. 
296), 313-4 (No. 297, ed. note); Anglo- 
Thibetan Convention, 7 September, 1904, 
Text, 314-7 (No. 298); ratified, 11 
November, 316 (No. 298); Declaration, 
7 SeptemlDer, 317 (No. 298); Times* 
version of, and Count Lamsdorff on 
Russian views, 23 Septenaber, 817-8 
(No. 299); China’s objection to Conven- 
tion, 23 September, 318-9 (No. 300); 
Lord Lansdowne’s explanation, 29 
September, 321 (No. 302); Anglo- 
Chinese Convention, 27 ApriL 1906, 


THIBET — {continued). 

(b) Younghushand Expedition, &c. — 

(continued). 

Text, 323-6 (No. 305 and end.), 236-7 
(No. 220); Sir E. Grey explains to 
Russia but not Japan, 28 May, 236-7 
(No. 220); Sir A. Nicolson to Russia, 

7 June, 1906, 239-40 (Nos. 223-4); 
China to be approached re Scientific 
Missions, 7 September, 1907, 586 (No. 
525), 14 October, 603-4 (No. 543 and 
end .) ; Concessions and China, 615-6 
(No. 549). 

(c) Anglo-Russian negotiOiticyna and Arrange- 
ment, 1905-7. Russian complaints of 
British Resident at Kashgar, 26 Septem- 
ber, 1905, 200-1 (No. 192); Russian 
policy of non-intervention in, 10 April, 
1906,^ 326-7 (No. 306); Sir A. Nicol- 
son instructed as to British bases of 
negotiation, 23 May, 331 (No. 310), 
Communicated, 7 June, 239-40 (No. 
224), Text of Communication, 8 June, 
332-3 (No. 311); France, 11 June, 1907, 
334 (No. 312); and Japan informed re, 
15 June, 240-1 (No. 225); Emperor 
Nicholas II and, 13 June, 334-5 (No. 
313); Japan informed by Sir B. Grey, 
15 June, 240-1 (No. 225); Foreign 
Office Memo, on Anglo-Thibetan Agree- 
ment, 18 April, 1907, 336-49 (No. 314); 
Anglo- Russian Arrangement re Thibet, 
31 August, Text, 362-4 (No'. 317), 620 
(App. I); ratifications exchanged, 23 
September, 354 (No. 317) ; Foreign 
Office Memo'. on 29 January, 1908, 614-5 
(No. 549). 

(d) Special questions concerned with Anglo- 
' Russian’ Arrangement. 

(i) Geographical sense of term Thibet, 

Indian Government’s views, 8 July, 

1906, 341 (No. 314); M. Isvolski’s, 
20 July, 1906, 341 (No. 314)/' 

(ii) Chumhi valley; importance of, 1904, 
317-8 (No. 299), 319-20; (Nq. 301); 
Russia on, M. Isvolski ^ 2 January, 

1907, 265-6 (No. 24f); and 19 
February, 275 (No. ^8); British 
occupation temporary, F^.0. Memo., 
18 April, 343, 348-9 (No. 31#); Anglo- 
Russian proposal, notes and annexes, 
re, 350-2 (No. 316); Text of, annex 
to Anglo-Russian Arrangement, 31 
August, 353-4 (No. 317). 

(iii) Ealai Lama, Russia and proposed 
return of, Emperor Nicholas II’s tele- 
gram, 5 April, 327 (No. 306, encZ.); 
British view of, 10 April, 1906, 327-^ 
(No, 307); British memo, on, Text, 
2 May, 329-30 (No. 309 and end.); 
Summary of question, 339 (No. 314). 

(iv) Scientific Missions, Russia and, 1906, 
340-1 (No. 314); letters of Sir A 
Nicolson and M- Isvolski, Texts, 
31 August, 1907, 354-5 (Nos. 318 (a) 
(6)); China and, 7 September, 586 
(No. 525). 
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TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, AGREE- 
MENTS, DECLARATIONS, &c. 

Afghanistan. Russo-British arrangement 
re, 31 August, 19()7, Text, 641—4 
(No. 483). 

Alliance, Triple, 211 (No. 198). 

Anglo-French Entente, Emperor Nicholas II 
on, 216 (No. 202). 

Anglo-Japanese Alliance, 1902, renewal, 12 
August, 1905, Text, 164-9 (No. 155). 

Anglo-Persian, 1857, 277 (No. 256), 440 
(No. 395, end.). 

Anglo-Russian Convention, 31 August, 1907, 
Text, (Thibet), 352^ (No. 317), 
(Persia), 502-4 (No. 456, end), 
(Afghanistan), 541-Ac (No. 483), Text of 
whole Convention, 61^20 (App. I). 

Anglo- Thibetan {v. Thibet). 

Corean-Japanese (u. Japaneae-Corean). 

Franco-Russian Alliance, 1893. Terms not 
known to Great Britain, 256 (No. 243). 

Japan and Corea, Agreement, 22 August, 
1904, Text, 113 (No. 103, note)] Treaty 
accepting Japanese protectorate, 17 
November, 1905, Text, 118-9 (No. 109), 
also, 118 (No. 108). 

Khedivial Decree, accepted by Russia, 191-3 
(No. 184-6 and note). 

Paris, Treaty of, 30 March, 1856, clauses of, 
M. Witte on, 3-4 (No. 3); Count 
Shuvalov on, 226 (No. 210) : Memo, by 
Sir E. Grey, 15 March, 19^7, re, Text, 
279-80 (No. 267); Memo, by M. Isvolski, 
Text, 287-8 (No. 265, end.); Sir E. 
Grey's counter memo., 27 April, Text, 
290-1 (No. 268 and end.); M, IsvohkVs 
memo,, 10 July, Text, 295-6 (No. 275 
and end.), 296 (No. 276). 

Persia. Anglo-Persian Treaty, 1857, 277 
(No. 256), 440 (No. 395, end.); Anglo- 
Russian arrangements re, in Convention, 
31 August, 1907, 502-4 (No. 456 and 
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